¥ey 3, 1921

¥r. William Randolnh Hearst
137 Riverside Drive \
New York, N.Y.

Dear lr. Hearst:

It was intended the day of your visit to show you the
seed box houses. The gardeners estimate there are more than
35,000 seedlinz plants coming slong, covering 2lmost all the
annusls you mention. It is not expected that =11 the nlants
will survive, but encugh to make a fair showing. The problem
will be water and soll enough when the hot days ccme. It
looks as though it were best to use the trucke and water
just now for the new concrete of the various projects rather
than putting this work off in order tc move dirt. They are
using the"juicy morsels"(mixtures o rock and dirt such =s
you called my attention to) for lower Tlower bed spaces
with some dirt on top. Graduslly this earth can be made
richer with material from below. The gardeners report asn-ex-
tra heavy frost one morning this week which did some damuge.
I am thinking it #ill be wise to keer your best bouganvillias
~and palms in boxes this year and move them into the hot hou:es
' for next winter or unti! they are acclimsted. The nathral
place for hot houses €n# auek winldrseem to be over toward
the garage location, but the gsrdeners are against it, - say
it is cold snd windy there, mnd want them loceted below the
stony field (Van der Loo's 1l-st year's cast stone yard) - which
wo:1d not do. - What would you suggest.

The door of the lower terrazce of A is dcne and I think
well, but it is an extra large door, much tco large for B. We
can make & new door if you wish for B snd use the present one
some place later, where it will not show. The door of A can
cpen out, and the space between the old and new walls be
utilized for storinz terrace furniture in win'er, should you
decide to keev the door where it is. I am enclosinz & plan
of the lover A terraces. Belo~ C, the little pool is just a
Moorish basin,in the pavement, with & water jet, the pool
lined with turquoise blug. By contrast, how would a real
fountain look below 4 where shown? It would bg seen from the
windows of A's library as well as from lower levels. There are
one or more fountains in the 128t shipment but I have no clew
a8 yet to their nature as there is no space in the warehouse
to oven up & whole set o” coses (such a8 seven or eight parts
of fountains) in. About the finish of this lower work; shall
it be left semi-rough or pl-stered like walls above? It ;
could be colored the same if left rough and save rlastering

rexpense.



v"

Returning to gardens;- I am glad with you not to
have to derend on the rare things of Malhall's lists for
this year's results and have provided Dailey (Gardiner - singu-
lar) with crder to ferret out the flowers on your lists not
already on the way. I am wondering if the yellow flowers in
your grasndmother's g=rden were not four-o'clocks, In any
case will try to find them.

Yours very truly,

S inadil



