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ARTHUR BYNE
M ED IEVAL & R E N A ISSAN C E  A R T

D O N  R A M O N  D E L A  C R U Z . 5

C AB LE  A D D R E S S  S T A R L E T

M A D R I D

-arch 23rd,
1 9  3 3

Mi 111am Randolph Hearst, Loq. ^
Los Angeles, C a l i fo rn ia  M ss  Morgan

Dear Mr.Hearst; ^

I regret  very much to report the abandonment of the 
f i v e  stone vaulted c e i l in g s  o f  Icantara. This has been 
a b i t t e r  and cost ly  venture fo r  me representing nearly 
three years o f  struggle . I hope the news w i l l  not come 
as a great disappointmneb to  you and Miss "organ nor 
upset your plans to any great extent.

The tragedy o f  the s ituat ion  is  that the Monastery is  
my property and that a l l  the vaults have been taken down 
and the stones care fu l ly  numbered. u i f f i c u l t i e s  commenced 
a year ago when we made our f i r s t  attempt to  carry o f f  
the stone. The d i s t r i c t  where the Monastery is  situated 
is  completely Bolshevik; a l l  the surrounding estates and 
properties  have been taken over by the peasants. The 
Government, to  avoid an open strugg le ,  has s tead fas t ly  
refused to  act. This is  the one instance where I had se­
cured Government permission before commencing demolition 
but I have appealed in vain. I t  i s  not that the lo ca l  
ag i ta to rs  are interested in preserving a monument - fa r  
from i t .  There a tt itude  is  that every pueblo through 
which my trucks would have to pass must pay such tr ibu te  
as to  render the whole operation impossible. Just down­
r igh t  blackmail. I have t r ied  to buy o f f  the leaders but 
i t  was money thrown away.

In sp ite  o f  the fac t  that th is  abortive attempt has cost 
me nearly &18,000 to  date I don 't  wish you to  think th is  
is  a. l e t t e r  o f  reclamation. The terms between you and me 
have always been c lea r ly  understood - payment when the 
goods were d e l iv e red .  I needn't mention however that the 
loss comes at a d i f f i c u l t  moment.

My present object is  to  submit three motifs of consid­
erable importance to you, at a pr ice  below th e i r  cost to 
me. I have no idea what your build ing plans are at present



ART11 UR BYNE
M E D IE VAL & R E N A ISSAN C E  A R T

D O X  R A M O N  D E L A  C R U Z . 5

C A B LE  A D D R E S S  S T A P L E Y

M A D R I D

2

but i f  you could u t i l i z e  th is  materia l i t  would be a most 
p ro f i tab le  acqu is it ion  f o r  you and a great serv ice  to me.

Of the three propositions two have never been proposed 
before ;  the th ird  is  the l i t t l e  Gothic facade I submitted 
in 1931 and fo r  which you o f fered  £10,000 a f igu re  1 could 
not accept at the time. Recently I found an old Gothic 
window which I have inserted where tae former was missing.
This facade l o f f e r  to-day fo r  $7 , 500; cable reference 
MEDIFR0NT k

The next is  a p e r fe c t ly  stupendous c e i l in g  which X have 
Just taken down in Granada. I t  measures 130 fe e t  long by 
i8 1/2 fe e t  wide - quite the la rges t  c e i l in g  ever constructed 
in Spain. I t  is  composed o f  30 master-beams each 11 x 15 
inches in section. etween beam, forming a continuous f r i e z e ,  
is  a beau t i fu l  escutcheon in polychrome and gold. Chere is  
also co lor in the s o f f i t  panels. The taking down of the 
c e i l in g  along was a tremendous job, necess ita t ing  the complete 
demolit ion o f  the build ing (as seen in the accompanying photo). 
This c e i l in g  could be used Intact or divided in to  severa l 
smaller units as can be read i ly  seen intthe large photograph.
You have paid as much as twenty- f ive  thousand do l la rs  fo r  
s im ilar  c e i l in g s ;  th is  rare example I o f f e r  fo r  £15,000.
The C e i l in g  has been taken down and removed to my warehouse 
at the port o f  S e v i l l e  ready fo r  shipment. Boxing and trans­
portation would be extra o f  course. Cable reference LONGC&IL

The third ob ject is  a beauti fu l  small c e i l in g  o f  the 15th 
century, completely decorated in co lor .  I t s  s iz e ,  as indicated 
in the accompanying drawing, is  22 x 26 f e e t .  This c e i l in g  

) was b u i l t  by order o f  the Emperor Charles V in the town of 
Ubeda, and as ha is  known to have had I t a l i a n  artizans in 
his employ at the time the c e i l in g  is  a combination o f  I t a l ia n  

| and Spanish. The co lor is  part icu lar  r ich  and the patina superb. 
Pr ice  o f  th is  c e i l in g  to-day 9,000. Cable reference BLAZONCJSIL

j
The three pro jects  t o t a l  £31,900; i f  a l l  three are accepted 

I w i l l  c a l l  i t  §30,000. At th is  f igu re  I needn't t e l l  you 
I am s a c r i f i c in g  them at a loss but my f in an c ia l  pos it ion  is 
such to-day that I hav9 no choice. Payment may be made by a 
se r ies  o f  notes a f t e r  the shipments have been received in 
C a l i fo rn ia .

Sincerely yours,



ARTHUR BYNE
M ED IEVAL & R E N AISSAN C E  A R T

D O N  R A M O N  DE L A  C R U Z , 5

G  C A B LE  A D D R E S S  S T A P L E Y

0 Miss Morgan MADRID
P

Y

June l e t ,
1 9 3 3

.'.llliam Randolph Hearst, .sq, Re.ALCANTARA VAULTS
San Simeon, C a l i fo rn ia

Dear Mr .Hear e t ;

In confirmation o f your cable received "ay 29th;

KINDLY DRAW TWENTY FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR CONSTABLE 
SURELY WANT IT - HEARST

To which I cabled the fo l low ing  reply ; lay 30th

DRAWING ON CHASEBANKNEWYORK TWSNTYFIVE HUNDRED MAKING 
EVERY EFFORT 00 SUMMAT1 DEAL BUT DIPRICIAfID DOLLAR .
AND POLITICAL AGITATION INCREASE DIFFICULTY - STAPLEY

The fac t  is  th is  a f f a i r  becomes more and more involved 
every day. Situated in the most unruly part o f  the 
country there are no end o f  disturbances and k i l l in g s  
with the resu lt  that every month sees a new Governor of 
the Province appointed. This means that with every new 
appointment I have to take up the matter from a fresh 
s ta r t  and, what is  more serious, s a c r i f i c in g  whatever 
money I have put down.

Dlnce your cabled instructions o f  a month ago I have 
made numerous t r ip s  to the s i t e  in the endeavor to get 
the work started . Yy grea test  d i f f i c u l t y  is  securing the 
necessary C i v i l  Guards (Spanish constabulary) to protect 
my men fo r  without armed protect ion  I can do nothing.

But a new d i f f i c u l t y  now presents i t s e l f  in the form 
o f  the depreciated d o l la r .  Since ma' ing a pr ice  on the 
stone vaults  the valur o f  the d o l la r  has fa l l e n  25 / and 
i f  i t  is  true that the Senate and House are determined to  
have a f i f t y  cent d o l la r  then, so fa r  as I am concerned, 
the p ro jec t  must be abandoned. I t  is  when using the d o l la r  
abroad that the seriousness o f  depreciated money is  in ­
s tan t ly  demonstarted. For th is  reason I drew on you immed­
ia t e l y  fo r  even i f  the money is  not used fo r  the purpose 
intended i t  was advisable to put i t  to  your c red it  while 
i t  had some value.



ARTHUR BYNE
M E D IEVAL & R E N A ISSAN C E  A R T

D O N  R A M O N  HE L A  C R U Z , 5

/

CAJ3LE A D D R E S S  S T A P L E T

M ADRID

June 10th,
1 9  3 3

7.1111a® Randolph Haarst, Esq. c 
San Simeon, C a l i fo rn ia  0

P Miss Morgan
Dear Mr.Hears t ;  Y

Confirming your cable received June 4th;

WILL TAKE BLAZONCEIL AND LONGCSIL AS PER LETTER 
MARCH TWENTYTHIRD - HEARST

L'o will oh I oabla thq fo l low ing  reply June 5th:

APPRECI ATE ORDER ARRANGING IV!’?EDI ATE SHIPMENT L0NGCs.IL 
AND BLAZONCEIL - STAPLEY.

B lazonce l l  is  now packed and w i l l  be shipped on 
the f i r s t  a va i lab le  steamer to San Francisco. Longceil  
we are s t i l l  engaged in cleaning up but should com­
mence packing by tne end of the month. As both these 
c e i l in g s  are in my warehouse in S e v i l l e  they w i l l  
be packed by me there and the charges sent to  you 
separately  - that is to  say, not included in the 
t ra n sp o r tâ t !on b i l l  as usually done.

In refera nee to the stone c e i l in g s  I have been 
encouraged by recent developments and was on the 
point o f  u t i l i z i n g  some o f  the specia l funds you sent 
when the Government collapsed. Phis s ituat ion  always 
creates a ms ss in Spain as s^en petty o f f i c i a l s  In 
the provinces go out o f  o f f i c e .  Had I been prec ip ­
itous in haiding out money i t  would have been lo s t .

ow I sha l l  Save to wait u n t i l  the s itua t ion  s e t t le s  
down and see ?fhere my ’ friends'" are plaœd in the 
new Government.

«

Thanking you again fo r  your consideration and 
with kindest1 regards, b e l ieve  me,



E M P R E S A  GENERAL DE T R A N S P O R T E S
H E N D A Y E
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en
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S E R V I C I O S  E S P E C I A L E S  P A R A  E L  E X T R A N J E R O
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azzouúée - (S ttZ ^ O f U Z

M A D R I D
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C e i l in g  recen t ly  purchased by Mr. Hearst. The

shipping documents have been sent to you under

separate cover by Garrouste the opanish Transport Agent#

In about a month from now we sha l l  be shipping ¿p   ̂

a much la rge r  C e i l in g  and w i l l  aevise you just as soon

as i t  is  underway.

Thanking you fo r  your a tten t ion ,

Yours very  tru ly  

(Signed) ARTHUR BYNE

Mattoon i  Co. 
July 19, 1933



July 25, 1933

llattoon & Company 
516 Battery i t r e e t  
San Francisco

Gentlemen:

We enclose herewith b i l l  o f  
lad ing covering 12 cases o f  c e i l i n g  from Casa 
Garrouste on the S.S.Cypria from Barcelona 
June 23d, 1933.

This b i l l  o f  lad ing  accompanied 
d ra ft  from Casa Garrouste fo r  $3023.00, notice  
o f  which you sent to us on July 17th.

W i l l  you please advise us when 
th is  shipment has been c leared .

Very tru ly  yours



.ATTOON & COMPANY
' CUSTOM HOUSE BROKERS

5 1 6 Battery Street
Telephone SUtter 8620

San Francisco, .........JULI 71933 9 3

T E
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Mattoon &  Co*

ours t ru ly

FRANK H0WLANÜ



MATTOON & COMPANY
CUSTOM HOUSE BROKERS

5 1 6 Battery Street
Telephone SUtter 8620 

San Francisco, ............ J tJ .L J

T E

193 6, 1933
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C A S A C A R R O U S T E

Madrid, June 6, 1933

Mattoon Company,
516 Battery S t re e t ,
San Francisco ,

Gentlemen:

Today we have shipped f o r  account of Mr* 

Arthur Byne in Barcelona on hoard the S *S . CYPRIA, 

consigned to you in San Francisco , W.R.H. 12 cases  

contain ing a c e i l in g *  The consular invoice  w i l l  he 

sent d i rec t  to you hy Mr. A. Byne.

We enclose our invoice w ith  the O.K. of  

Mr. Byne amounting to $3.023 f o r  which amount we 

have drawn on you a^8 days d ra f t  in  favor  of the 

Cred it  Lyonnais with h i l l  of lad ing  attached.

Yours t ru ly ,



ARTHUR BYNE
M E D IE VAL K RENAISSANCE: A R T

D O N  R A M O N  D E  L A  C R U Z , 5

C A B LE  A D D R E S S  S T A P L E Y

M ADRID

July 29th 
1 9  3 3

Will iam Randolph Hearat, ,sq. 
San Simeon, C a l i fo rn ia

Dear . r »H ears t ;

1 am enclos ing herewith a large photograph of a 
l i t t l e  Renaissance Facade in stone, which formerly 
stood in the town o f  Ubeda in Andalucia and formed 
part o f  the Palace o f  the Count o f  Qunterias. I t  
is  an important work o f  the a rch ite c t  Diego de S l lo e  
and dates from the la te  16th century.

Ten years th is  facade was c a r e fu l ly  taken down by 
a wealthy S e v i l l e  noblemen with the idea o f  incor­
porating i t  in a palace he contemplated bu ild ing  in 
S e v i l l e .  His plans seemed to have missed f i r e  and 
now, under the Republic with a l l  his lands c o n f i s ­
cated, he o f f e r s  i t  fo r  sale fo r  lees  than he paid 
f o r  i t .

The pr ice  o f  th is  l i t t l e  plateresque Facade, meas­
uring 19 f e e t  wide by approximately 26 f e e t  high, 
completely taken down and ready fo r  packing, is  
$8,500. ( Tight Thousand f i v e  hundred). The fa c t
that i t  has been taken down and carr ied  to S e v i l l e ,  
a port o f  embarcation, means a saving o f  severa l 
thousand d o l la r s .  Cable re ference  PLATERFACADE .

Thanking you fo r  your a tten t ion ,  b e l ie v e  me with 
best wishes,

S incere ly  yours

Fnclosure; one photograph 
Copy also sent Hiss 'organ



MÄTTOON & COMPANY
CUSTOM HOUSE BROKERS 

5 1 6 Battery Street
w Telephone SUtter 8620

San Francisco,...............AUGJ...0.J.93.3....I93......w



D O N  R A M O N  DE L A  C R U Z , 5

C A B LE  AD D RICSS S T A P L E Y

M AD RID

July 2 7 th, 
1 9  3 3

Matoon Gomoany,
516 Battery,
San Franc iseo

Gentlemen;

Enclosed herewith is  the Consular Invoice f o r  the 

second o f  the two C e i l ings  r e fe r r ed  to in my l e t t  

o f  July 3rd. This shipment consists  o f 12 enormou 

eases weighing severa l tons eaeh. As usual the 

shipping documents w i l l  be sent to you d i r e c t l y  bv 

the Shipping Agent Garrouste.

In case comnlaint should be made that these ship­

ments are cos t ing  more than s im ila r  shipments made 

nreviously  i t  must be borne in mind that since the 

gold standard has been abandoned the d o l la r  has 

su ffered  a 35 % deprec ia t ion  on the fo re ign  money 

market.

Thanking you f o r  your a tten t ion  in th is  matter,

Very tru ly  yours,

Enclosure; Consular Invoice inu. qh-u , d c v u i «

a u g  1 1 1



ARTHUR JSItIE

MEDIEVAL & RENAISSANCE ART 

Don Ramon Do La Cruz, 5

M A D R I D

July  E7th
1 9  3 3

Eat toon cc 0 onpany 
516 la th ery  S tree t
San Francisco

Gentlenonj

Enclosed herewith is  the Consular Invoice  f o r  the 

second o f  the two Ce i l ings  r e fe r red  to In my l e t t e r

o f  July 3rd. ‘This shipment consists o f  12 enormous 

cases weighing severa l  tens each. As usual the 

shimping documents w i l l  be sent to you d i r e c t l y  by

the Ship ing Agent Garrouste.

In case complaint should be made that these ship« 

lents ore cost ing  more than s im ila r  shipments made 

p rev ious ly  i t  must be borne in  mind that since the 

gold standard has been abandoned the d o l la r  has 

su f fe red  a 35p deprec ia t ion  on the fo r e ig n  money 

iarkefc,

Tha:_king you f o r  your a t ten t ion  in  th is  matter.

Very tru ly  yours, 

(Signed) -  ARTHUR 3ZIIE

¿iciosure5 Consular Invo ice  ho.840, S e v i l l e .



MATTOON & COMPANY
CUSTOM HOUSE BROKERS

5 I 6 Battery Street
Telephone SUtter 8620

San Francisco, Al)G 1 1 .... 193

<93' I a



August 15, 1933

Mr, J. Wlllioombe
c/o Los Angeles Examiner
Los Angeles , Ca l ,

Lear Mr* W ill icombe:

We a ttach  hereto D ec la ra t ion  
o f  Entry and Pu rchaser ’ s D ec la ra t ion  cover ing  
the B lazon oe i l  shipped from Spain by Mr* Byne
and which a r r iv e d  here on the SS Santa Elena  
l a s t  week*

W i l l  you p lease  have Mr*Hearst  
exeoute these two documents and retu rn  to us 
at  your e a r ly  convenience*

Two cases o f  th is  c e i l i n g  are  
s t i l l  a t  the customs a p p ra i s e r ’ s warehouse await  
ing  f i n a l  c learance  by the customs o f f i c e r s *
The other ten cases have been placed in S tr inge r  
Storage Warehouse in San Francisco*

LeF:F
Eno*

Yours t ru ly  

J u l ia  Morgan



GASA GARROUSTE

Madrid August 22^1933

Mattoon & Company 
516 Battery S tree t  
San Francisco.

Gentlemen;

We "beg to inform you that we have shipped 
in  Valencia on the S.S. CHRISTENSEN fo r  the A/C o f  
Mr. Arthur Byne, consigned to you:

W.R.H.- 101/110 10 Crates contain inglarge c e i l in g

The Consular Invoice has been sent d i r e c t  
to Mr. Byne. . ' '■

We enclose herewith our invo ice  duly ap­
proved by Mr. Byne amoiuiting to

Pesetas 77837 or #9160.

f o r  which amount we have drawn on you as usual a 
d ra f t  o f  8 d/ 3  thru the Credit Lyonais to whom we 
have d e l iv e red  the B i l l  o f Lading in  t r i p l i c a t e .

Yours t ru ly

CASA GARROUSTE
*
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C o c h e r a s 106S 5
DIRECCIÓN TELEGRÁFICA Y TELEFÓNICA

GARROUSTE-MADRID

L A
? Tf

S C R E S .  E , G A R R O U S T E - L .  A R R Q N f Z  

T R A N S P O R T E S  I N T E R N A C I O N A L E S

Recommandée

o w/-.
22-Aout 1933

C a b a l l e r o  d s  G r a c ia , 58
« F R E N T I E  S R A M  V l A )

..i

Messieurs MATOON Company 

51 6 B a t te iy  y

SAN FRANC1SÇQ____

Messieurs ; Nous aïone l f honneur de vous informer que d* envoi  

de Monsieur ARTHUR BYNE , de notre v i l l e  , nous avons embarque , 

à Ka lenc ia  , à bord du s/s « CLrietensen " * t  à votre  consigna-

tion , à San-Froncisco ;

W.R.H. Nos 101 a 110 - 10 Cadres contenant un grand p la fond  

dont l a  fac tu re  consu la ire  vous a été  envoyée directement p a r

Mr B Y NE .o

C i - j o i n t  notre facture  dûment approuvée par  Mr BfNE

se montant , à ;

P e s e ta s 77 .837 ou D o l l a r s___9A60--------- _

dont comme de coutume nous a '©ns p r i s  l a  l i b e r t é  de d isposer

sur votre c a is s e  en une T ra ite  à 8 jo u rs  vue e t  ordre du CREDIT

LYONNAIS qui vous remettra un t r i p l e  exemplaire du connaissement

d emoarqueme . jo u rs  à vos ordres  » v e u i l l e z  a g rée r  , Messi
eurs nos s incè res  sa lu ta t ion s

c m *  Q h fm o m
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AGENCIA MARÍTIMA DELGADO
General Agents for Spain & Portugal

Plaza Duqua de Medinaceli, 5 Barcel ona

/ t í e

& ?¿y*

fuxce

WR. H. /o / / s ' *
C£í<Vt¿J /?ït&otM&UsCtAJJL f&UL

V f J. ?fp•$' •£■ c 9 V ¿epa,

FREIGHT PREPAID

A

THROUGH BILL OF LADING r J \ ì

< r
■a

Received, in apparent ?0od order and condition, from 

for shipment on board the Steamship

now lying in the Port of and bound for

with leave to call at port or ports

fab A, tfMAáéáw Vó

Vo  ̂ )  t&fie/ 4'ldu40/u¿l,

Ax}9¿- 1333 *✓

N.° J .........

iViiteiUe/:'s>?

P a c k a g e s  of M e rc h a n d ise  being m a rk e d

and n u m b ered  as in the margin, to be delivered in the l ik e  a p p a re n t  good o rd er and co n dit io n  at the a fo resa id  P o rt  of
(the Act of God, Enemies, Pirates Robbers, Thieves, Vermin, Barratry of Master or Mariners, Restraints of Princes, Rulers or People, Loss or 
Damage resulting from insuficiency in strength of Packages, from Sweating, Leakage, Breakage, Rust, Decay, Rain, injury to or soiling of Wrap­
pers or Packages however caused, or from Stowage or contact with, or smell or evaporation, or taint from other goods, or from any of the 
following perils, whether arising from the negligence, default or error in judgment of the Master, Mariners, Engineers, or others of the Crew, or 
otherwise howsoever, excepted, namely, Risk of Craft, Explosion or Fire at Sea, in Craft or on Shore, Boilers, Steam or Machinery, or from the 
consequences of any damage or injury thereto, howsoever such damage or injury may be caused, Collision, Stranding, or other Peril of the Seas, 
Rivers or Navigation of what nature or kind soever, and howsoever such Collision, Stranding, or other Peril may be caused, with liberty in the 
event of the said steamer putting back to Barcelona or into any port, or otherwise being prevented from any cause from proceeding in the 
ordinary course of her voyage, to tranship the-goods* 1)y * any other Steamer, and with liberty to sail with or without Pilots, and to tow and 
assist vessels in all situations), unto T u n  *M m m m * * * * k m tib  as A g e n t s  for the O w n e rs  of the Goods for the purpose of e n t r y  and of
e ffe ct in g  the tr a n sh ip m e n t  of the same by the u su a l  m e a n s  of c o n v e y a n c e  at the sole r i s k  of the O w n e rs  of the Goods, at the expense 
of the C a r r i e r s  to one of the Steamers of the and to be conveyed by sa id  S te a m e r  and delivered at the P o rt  of:eamers or tne

fa* A , 9

■éaMÉr that the Goods are

unto r

or to h is  or t h e ir  A ssigns, Freight and ctfner c h a rg e s  fo r the s a id  goods, as  per m a r g in ,  to become due on s h ip m e n t,  and to be considered
as earned , vessel or cargo lost or not lose at a n y  stag e  of the e n t ire  t r a n s i t ,  or in the event of forced in te rru p t io n  of the v o y age . T h e  C a r r i e r s
to h a v e  a lien on a l l  Goods for paym ents m ade, u n p a id  f r e ig h t ,  w h e th e r  p a y a b le  in ad v a n ce  at port of s h ip m e n t  or not, or for a n y  other
l ia b i l i t ie s  in c u rr e d  by the Owners or C o nsig n ee s in respect of the c o n d it io n s  o A t f r is  B i l l  of L a d in g .
I t  is expressly agreed between th§ Shippers of the Goods and the undersigned, as Qgents for the Mmmm 
shipped at Barcelona "’and shall be carried from .Barcelona to New-York, uponv&pd sxjhtoct to all the terms, conditions and exceptions contained 
in the usual Bill of Lading, fqj. the- time being, of the Line to which the aht^^name^J&teamer belong, and that such terms, conditions and ex­
ceptions shall be deeme<5 to be incorporated herein, and that the Good^yfeftll b^vshipped^t New-York and carried from New-York to the above- 
named final port of destination, upon and subject to all the terms, c^i^ipt5n^}«iiK^xcei(w>«^ contained in the isual Bill of Lading, for the time 
being of the Mpmoom Kn tan f l a n d  that such terms, condttmrjsTshall^jjfe degiiJSKto be incorporated herein.

wnV an<
Goods on this Through Bill of Lading for which the Shipov
Weight, Contents, Quality, Condition, Quantity and Value unk^wx

were when the damage or detention occurred. A ll fines 
of these Ships w ill not be accountable for any 
Gold, Silver, Bullion, Specie, Jewellery, and 
valuable goods of whatever description, unless 
reon. Shippers will be held accountable for

te SJigJoWner not accountable for same Any damage or detention to 
urawF'claimed against the party only in whose possession the Goods 

Vied by the Customs to be paid by the Consignees. The Owners

goods received subject 
of destination of the goods; an 
discharge, to proceed on her 
at the first or any subsequentAiKfrt 
or ships, or to retain the gwds 
cases of shipper, consignee and^rAssij^uWp w 

ents ofIn Witness whereof the Agents of r
pfiihe

"etc ;

ss the vrhie of'^e&h be(^ n _  . ____  , _______
• ali^am ageO^secLJW igoods of an inflammable, explosive or otherwise dangerous character, slnp- 
civlnWier vsfch sh id S s  shall be aware thereof or not, and whether such shippers shall be principals 

’ - - x-A-r .  Fother agent of the owner of the property carried expressly accepts and agrees
ritten, printed or stamped.
riots, strikes, or labour troubles, whether of carriers, employees, or others, at port 

rf opinion of Carriers’ Agent at said port likely to be delayed beyond the usual time for 
e with the whole or any part of the goods on board and to land the same at ship s option 

iich the ship is bound, thence to be. forwarded to destination by the same or any subsequent ship 
’discharge at said port of destination on the next call of the ship, at the risk and expense m all 

who shall also pay freight f o r  the additional transportation.
a ff ir m e d  to T H R E E  B i l l s  of L a d in g ,  a i l  of t h is  te n o r and date, the

one f w h ic h  B i l l s  b e ing  accomplished, the o th e rs  to s ta n d  void.

19
•    — 1 ' 'w — 

Dated in
•kt* **»>»*'

AGENCIA M ARITIM A DELGADO 
General Agents

Mod. 9. — 1 931. — 2000
Shippers Agents
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D O M E S T I C C A B L E

TELEGRAM F U L L  RATE ■

DAY LETTER D E FE R R E D

N IG H T
M ESSAGE

N IGHT
LETTER

X

N IG H T
LETTER

W EEK END  
LETTER

1206-A'

Patrona should check class o f service 
desired; otherwise message w ill be 

transm itted as a  fu ll-ra te  
communication.

¡it
i

WESTERN 
UNION

N E W C O M B  C A R L T O N .  PRESIDENT J ,  C .  W I L L E V E R ,  FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

S CHECK V

ACCT'G IN F M N .

A .

T IM E  F IL E D

________ r
Send the follow ing message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

CDU 100 CABLE-MADRID 37 13

NLT JULMORGAN 
SFRAN

BILL CUT DOWN SEVERAL TIMES BEFORE APPROVING FACT IS IN PESETAS 

LONGCEIL CHEAPER THAN SOVEREIGNCEIL WHICH WEIGHED LESS DIFFERENCE 

EXPLAINED BY DEPRECIATED DOLLAR AID OF YOUR CABLE HAVE SECURED 

MINIMUM FIGURE EIGHTY FIVE HUNDRED

STAPLEY

COPY
I

WESTERN UNION MESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES.



1 CLA SS OF S E R V IC E  D E SIR E D L
D O M E S T I C C A B L E

TELEGRAM FU L L  RATE

DAY LETTER D EFER R ED

N IGHT
M ESSAGE

CA BLE
LETTER

N IG H T
LETTER

W EEK END  
LETTER

Patrons should check class of service 
desired; otherwise message will be 

transm itted as a fu ll-ra te  S ' 
^ __  communication. (

WESTERN 
UNION

N E W C O M B  C A R L T O N ,  PRESIDENT J. C.  W I L L E V E R ,  FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

1206-A

J  NO. C A S H O R C H G .V

C H E C K

T IM E  FILED

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof \ which are hereby agreed to

CDA2 Cable -  Madrid 17 21 1200
Sep. 21 1933 AM 5 19

LC MA'TOON
516 Battery  SFRAN

GARROUSTE BILL SEVENTY THOUSAND PESETAS MINIMUM INFLATION 

MALES IMPOSSIBLE QUOTE DOLLARS—

BYNE

COPY (o r i g i n a l  sent Mr.HearstQ

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE

. f

HurA . iT \>



C LASS O F  S E R V IC E  D E S IR E D

Full R ate X
H a lf Rato D eferred

Cablo Letter

W e e k  End Letter

Patrons should mark an X opposite 
f]),6 class of service desired; 01 HER- 
WISE THE CABLEGRAM WILL CE 
TRANSMITTED A t FULL RATES.

RAM
NEW CO M B C A R L T O N , P R E S I D E N T G E O R G E  W . E. A T K IN S , f i r s t  v i c e -p r e s i d e n t

Send the following Cablegram, subject to the terms
on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to S e p t e m b e r  1 2 , 1 9  3 3

Number

Number of Words

Time Filed

Stapley

Madrid ( Spainj

MR HEAHST DESIRES EXPLANATION GARRQUSTES BILL NINETY ONE SIXTY 

DOLLARS LONGGEIL

JUIMORGAN

Charge Julia  Morgan
Merchants Exchange



DAISY CROTHERS WILSON
NOTARY PUBLIC

S an F rancisco . C alif

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

San Francisco, Calif.,...Sept.•...13..1933.... 193

Please take notice that a certain.....

dated Madrid 22 agosto 1933

for the sum of.....NiJxa..tlio.ussuid..Qiie..liundr.ed..sixty

payable .............?.Ç^o d/v se..serv i r a .........................

dollars

Casa Garroutte on„Messrs._Matoon_.Companydrawn by

to the order of

was protested by me for non- ..acceptance..............................................................

and the holder looks to you for the payment thereof, together with all the costs, charges, 

interests, expenses and damages already accrued or that may hereafter accrue thereon, 

by reason of the non- acc.$.p.ta».c.e.................of said.......... dr.aft.......................

Matoon Company,

Very respectfully,

Notare Public, in and for the City and County 
of San Francisco, State of California.



EMPRESA GENERAL DE TRANSPORTES

GARROUSTE-ARRONIZ

Madrid

58, Caba llero  de Graoia, 58

D. Arthur Byne.

Invoice r e f *  to 10 c r t .  marked W. R. H. 
101/110" "Made in Spain".

Cost of 10 c r t s . 15000.00

Transportation from Madrid to Dos Hermanas 863.65

Rent of h o is t  in Dos Hermanns 

Packing and labor

Trip  and maintenance in Dos Hermanas of  
tvwo packing s p e c i a l i s t s  fo r  13 or 14 days 
at the rate  of 30 pesetas per day per man

Cartage o f  sa id  crates  from Dos Hermanas 
to warehouse and from there to on board 
car and t ip s  on the s ta t ion

Charge o f  packing m ater ia l  and loading  
of crates

Export duty bfo on 75000 pesetas

Insurance premium on 100,000 pesetas 1

R a i l  f r e ig h t  Dos Hermanas to Valencia

Loading charge in Valencia  and f r e i g h t  
from th is  port to San Francisco at the 
rate  pts 4300

Trave l ing  expenses of our foreman to 
Valencia  and h is  maintenance there in 
order to supervise the shipping, our com­
mission and serv ices  as agents

Total

605.10

3813.50

1010.60

990.00

1699.25

4500.00

1500.00 

5354.95

43000.00

1000.00

79,337.05
1,500.00

77,837 - -  pta

Í Over)



s

I have s t rugg led  with th is  b i l l  fo r  ten days, 

repeatedly  reducing i t .  This l a s t  is  the lowest  

I can secure Tota l  77,837. ptas .

(s igned )  Arthur Byne



Arthur Byne

Don Ramon de la  Cruz 5 

Madrid

September 17th 
1 9  3 3

Miss Julia Morgan 
Merchants Exchange 
San Francisco

Bear Miss Morgan:

In v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  your cable o f  September 12th:

MR HEARST DESIRES EXPLANATION GARROUSTE BILL NINETY ONE 
SIXTY BOLLARS LONGCEIL - JULMORGAN

To which I  cabled the fo l low ing rep ly  on the 13th:

BILL CUT DOWN SEVERAL TIMES BEFORE SENDING FACT IS IN 
PESETAS LONGCEIL CHEAPER THAN SOVSREIGNCEIL WHICH WEIGHED 
LESS DIFFERENCE EXPLAINED BY DEPRECIATED DOLLAR WITH AID OF 
YOUR CABLE HAVE SECURED MINIMUM PRICE OF EIGHTYFIVE HUNDRED - 
STAPLEY

I  feared there would be c r i t ic ism  o f  this b i l l  and cut 
i t  down three times before re lu c tan t ly  attaching my approval#
Of course the Spanish Transport Company is  in no way r e ­
sponsible, nor concerned, over the 35$ depreciation o f  the 
d o l la r ;  - but you f e e l  i t  very much in America when you pur­
chase abroad, or, you f e e l  i t  very much when you rece ive  
payment in do l la rs  here in  Europe. When I  made my p r ice  on 
LONGCEIL and BLAZONCEIL to Mr. Hearst the peseta stood at 
12.30 to the d o l la r ;  to-day i t  stands at 8.00. That loss I  
must su f fe r  without a murmurI

As mentioned, with the aid o f your cable I  just to ld  
Garrouste that you'd pay 70,000 pesetas and no more. On 
that day the exchange stood at 8.35 which came out about 
$8,500. The d o l la r  has since dropped which means the b i l l  
w i l l  come out a l i t t l e  higher than the f igu re  quoted in my 
cable (unless the do l la r  should improve s l i g h t l y  in the 
in te r im ).  The exchange is  always a gamble o f  course.

But though your cable could hardly be s ty led  a pleasant 
greet ing  I  was glad to rece ive  i t ,  fo r  at times I  have won­
dered whether you were i l l  or overtaken by some other calamity. 
So many things happen in this sad world to-day. I  would ap­
prec ia te  a l e t t e r  from you t e l l in g  me something o f  conditions 
in the West, a rch ite c tu ra l ly  and f in a n c ia l ly .  About the East, 
a las ,  I am a l l  too w e l l  informed.



Arthur Byne 

Madrid

$2 - Miss Morgan Sept. 17, 1933

However I  can*t personally  complain o f  things.
I  have managed to secure some very f in e  paintings and 
some exceedingly rare h its  o f  Romanesque sculpture 
f o r  American Museums. Of course no one w i l l  pay fo r  
these things what they would have been more than 
w i l l in g  to pay f i v e  years ago hut they are too good 
to l e t  get away. One has to go on the basis to-day 
"that small p r o f i t s  never ruined anyone!"

The vaults o f  Alcantara are the bane o f  my existence. 
Never in my l i f e  have I  struggled so hard to put anything 
through. Now as you know we have a new government in 
Spain and again I am laying my plans and pu ll ing  new w ires. 
But i t  is  a very  discouraging a f f a i r .  Were i t  not that 
Mr. Hearst is  so keen to secure them and also that I  have 
personally  buried so much money in the enterprise I  would 
g lad ly  wash my hands o f  i t .

Hoping you are w e l l  and with kindest regards from 
both Mildred and myself, b e l ieve  me,

Sincerely ,

(s igned) Arthur Byne

C O P Y



ARTHUR BYNE
M EDIEVAL & RENAISSANCE A R T

D O N  R A M O N  DE L A  C R U Z , 5

C A B LE  A D D R E S S  S T A P L E Y

MADRID

September 25th
1 9  3 3

i 111 Am R and o 1 ph e ar e t , hi a q 
r,os tageles, C a l i fo rn ia

Dear r . l e a r s t ;

C
0 Mias Morgan 

P 
Y

'n July 17th I sent by reg istered  post, addressed to 
i . «1111 combe, the three drafts o f  3, 000 each covering 

the payment fo r  the two las t  Spanish Ceil ings - LOMGCEIL 
and -LAZ07CEIL, the dra fts  were dated to mature Sept­
ember f i r s t ,  October f i r s t  and :ovember f i r s t  r e s p e c t iv e ly . 
Jp to the present I have had no word even acknowledging 
rece ip t  o f  the l e t t e r .  ~ °

°w, quite apart from the fa c t  that 1 am es much in 
need o f  m mnev as anyone e lse  these days, the moment again 
seems r ipe  to undertake the a f f a i r  o f ' t a e  Alcantara vaults.

completely new set o f po l i t ic ian s  are in the saddle 
\and although I doubt i f  herroux had last more than three 
or four months) I should l ik e  to clean up the a f f a i r  in 
tmat time - at least take the remaining vaults down and 
transport them to my warehouse in S e v i l l e .

0 accomplish this I must nave the signed drafts  fo r  
the two ce i l in gs  above mentioned. I am not asking you 
to advance a d o l la r  in the entreprise - merely pay fo r  
goods received according to agreement. I f  eventually I
do not succeed in shipping you the stone vaults my fa i lu r e  
w i l l  not have cost you a penny; on the other hand I can 't  
proceed unless I have the funds, and a delay now may 
prove fa ta l  in the end. I have a fe e l in g  in my bones 
that something serious is  going to happen p o l i t i c a l l y  
in Coain this winter.

1 regret the controversy over the transportation b i l l  
for LiOdGCBIL but i t  Is a l l  explained by the depreciation 
° P the d o l la r  on the fore ign  money market. In the payment 
for the two c e i l in gs  I must su f fe r  a 35 f  loss .  I only 
wish the exponents o f cheap money had to  do business abraad.



M EDIEVAL & RENAI S SAN CE A R T
D O N  R A M O N  DE L A  C R U Z , 5

P A IiL E  A D D R E S S  S T A P L E Y

M A D R I D

September 25th
1 9  3 3

¥a toon Company 
516 Battery, 
San Francisco

Gentlemen;

In confirmation o f my cable sent on 
September 22nd:

GARROUSTE BILL SEVENTY THOUSAND PESETAS MINIMUM 
INFLATION MAKES IMPOSSIBLE QUOTE DOLLARS- BYNE

exchange o f  cables on the subject with Miss Morgan 
I f in a l l y  cabled her that the b i l l  had been r e ­
duced to $8 , 500.

But immediately afterwards the do l la r  
began another " chute" which would have l e f t  
Garrouste to su ffer  a s t i l l  further loss; nat­
u ra l ly  he is  in no way responsible for the f a l l  
o f  the d o l la r  and as a Spaniard renders his b i l l  
in pesetas and expects to be paid in pesetas. 
Therefore I established 70,000 pesetas as his 
minimum b i l l .  I know as a matter o f fac t  that 
he loses money on th is  transaction but in con­
s ideration o f  the collapse o f  the do l la r  and 
the importance o f pleasing Mr.Hearst he has made ' 
the concession.

preciate a prompt payment for f in an c ia l ly  things 
are even worse here than in America.

I sent you this wire because a f t e r  an

I needn't t e l l  you that he would ap-

Very tru ly  ypuns,



H
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ju a i io jn

TREASURE®D̂TaRTMENT jjB BATTERY STREET
au«-i~27 S a n  F r a n c i s c o , C a l .

DECLARATION ON FREE ENTRY OF WORKS OF ART, ARTISTIC ANTIQUITIES, ETC., OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS OLD

u

UNITED STATES CUSTOMS SERVICE,
D is tr ic t N o . P o rt  o f

4*  Ik L

S t a t e  o f  .. 

C o u n t y  o f

I, -,

,19
SS!

-------
__________ declare under oath  th a t I  am  the ow ner o f certa in  articles, v ie :*

/  0 a . €£4j Z ^ >  /* 3  D  X  S f'/a . /

«V\'0
SAN FRANCISCO

im p o rted  a t th e  p o rt o f ________________  _ _ ____  _ , per S. S
O^'Z’oejFGi ................................................... ’  1ry * ')—•' \ 1 A C Oj

. . .d a y  o f . . .Y V Y L .. .V .^ . . IY ':1 0 .. . . . .  19 , consigned t o _____

<  c . !______ which a rr ived  on

4a

th e ..../ ^ ...

and th a t I  h a ve  in ves tiga ted  th e orig in  and h istory  o f said artic les, and v e r ily  b e lieve  the sam e to  have  been produced  m ore than  

one hundred  years  p r io r  to  th e ir  im porta tion . V e - ? "

D ec la red  to  under oa th  be fo re  m e th is ________________d ay  o f_________________ ____ ___ _______ , 19

“'¿r

Acting Deputy Collector or Notary Public.

*  In se rt item ized  sta tem en t in  th e E ng lish  language o f the artic les  c la im ed  to  be en titled  to  free  en try , and id en tify  
th e  sam e w ith  item s on  th e  in vo ice , b y  num bers or o therw ise. 2—6822

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFZCS

■ ■ ’A-c'-' Mi



CLA SS OF S E R V IC E  D E SIR E D k
D O M E S T I C C A B L E

TELEGRAM FU L L  RATE
X

DAY LETTER D EFER R ED

N IGHT
M ESSAGE

CA BLE
LETTER

N IG H T
LETTER

W EEK END  
LETTER

Patrons should check class of service 
desired; otherwise message will be 

transm itted as a  full-rate  
com m unication.

A

WE STERN 
UNION

1206-A

d2S
____

C A S H O R C H G .V

CH EC K

T IM E  FILED

N E W C O M B  C A R L T O N ,  PRESIDENT J. C.  W I L L E V E R ,  FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

RADIOGRAM

Oct® 12 1933 AM 7 05
SP 52 WICLPS

Madrid 18 12 1405

LG MATOQN 516 Battery
SANFRANCISCO

TO AVOID DELAY ADVISE PAYMENT ORIGINAL GARROUSTE BILL 

LOGGEIL DIFERENCE TOBE REFUNDED

BYNE

COPY

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE

Tri 7> •'••••
w'r,

mmu

j V; Cr

i" '"'..i'vT'-





«

M E D I E V A L

* I

S P A N I S H  A R T r e n a i s s a n c e

C A B L E  A D D R E S S  

STAPLEY-MADRID

ARTHUR HYNE

PASEO DE LA CASTELLANA, 19

MADRID

180 Haas Ave
San Leandro, Galif.
November 15th, 1955

Mies Julia Morgan 
Merchants Exchange 
San Francisco, Calif,
Dear Miss Morgan:-
Enclosed is a copy of the list of pieces of old Spanish Linens, Silks 
Hangings, Rugs &c - that are in the collection of Mrs. Byne's, that I 
talked to you about on Monday.
You will be interested to know that I arranged yesterday, to have them 
placed on exhibtion and sale at - The Allied Arts Guild, in Menlo Park 
starting December 1st - to the 15th.
I will be gladly send an*i invitation to all of your clients and friends, 
whom you think will be interested - if you will give me their names and 
addresses.
After Dec. 15th - or early in the new year, I will probably arrange to 
show them in the south. It will be very easy to arrange to show the 
entire collection to any of your clients in the central part of the State, 
either at their homes or in a hotel sample room, if anyone desires to 
see this interesting and varied collection of fine old hand-work.
I can put the entire collection in my auto - which will make it very 
easy to show them anywhere.
The interest you manifested in the subject - and the co-operation I know 
you will give me in connection with the collection, will be very much 
appreciated.

Yours very truly

Merrit A. Vinson - reprg - Mr. & Mrs. Byne

M R  B Y N E  IS  R E P R E S E N T E D  I N  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  BY M .  A .  V I N S O N ,  9 52  U N I O N  T R U S T  B U I L D I N G ,  C L E V E L A N D ,  O H I O(now in - San Leandro, Calif.-)

/

l



V /  , EXHIBITION AND SALE OFV  OLD SPANISH LIN ANS, EMBROIDERIES, SIrKS,
TABLE RUNNERS, BED SPREADS, CURTAINS,

HUGS, ETC«, at the

ALLIED ARTS GUILD OF CALIFORNIA LTD«, -  Menlo Park,
December 1st to 15th, 1955

A ll work done by Spanish Peasants, 100 years or more ago, and selected from fine  
collection of* MRS. MILDRED STAPLEY-BCiE, Madrid, Spain.

1 .Towel drawn in pattern produced by f i l l in g  of loops (as in Fig. 18)
and by darning both the vertical and horizontal. In it ia ls  M.D. $ 40100

5. Bed Valance. Drama work of oriental bird patter, (variation of motif
in Plate 83.) Fringe with tassels. £0.00

5. Altar Cloth in f i l e t  or m&lla* Angels kneeling beside Chalice and
crowning madonna. 40.00

8. Table Covering of f i l e t  of very fine knots. 40.00

7. Wall Hangings o f f i le t .  60.00

12. Table mat with border of cut- out squares re fil le d  with the brown and
■white linen thread. Eyelets in brown. 10 ,00

13. Red VifL:.nee ornamented with applgae of old stamped percales, linen 
insertion and fringe. 50.00

30. Valence, .linen honeycomb weave, combined with squares. Deep wrapped 
linen fringe and tassels. 40.00

51. Small Bedspread o f lozenge weave -  (P late 8, upper cut), linen warp 
cotton welt, 40.00

100. Man* s wedding shirt, Province of Toledo, 17th Century, no seams, parts 
being joined by needle-made randa (see Plate 52 & 2-lower cut) 50.00

102. Pair of sleeves from Woman*s costume, province of Salamanca, Spain, 
lfith C. (sim ilar to plate 67), 15.00

103. Table Runner 2 yards long, drawnwork of rewoven technique} (pattern re­
f i l le d  with same threads that were drawn out, described on page 53) 
beautiful linen pillow lace 18th C. 30.00

108. Crochet Altar Cloth 3-1/2 yards long, cotton thread with linen fringe ear
19th C. 40.00

114. Bureau Cover 1-1/2 yards lon0, lacy drawnwork, most of the material cut 
away -  18th C. /s. oo



116. Bureau Cover 2 yards long. Design of flowers and animals of colored silk ,
wide edging of pillow  lace, 18th C. $ 20.00

118. Table Runner, coarse f i l e t  (malla) design of figure and animals early 18th C. 25.00

119. Long Table Runner, 3 yards of f i l e t  (malla) classic design of mermaids,
small animals and birds -  early 19th C. 40.00

120. Skirt, yellow home-spun fe lt  (bayeta) with stencil pattern Province of
Estremadura -  18th C. 60.00

121. Cape, yellow home-spun flannel, embroidered in colored wools, Province
of Zamora, 18th C. 60.00

122. Large bedspx^ead, knot weave, with name of owners ( i l lu s .  on P la te ll)
Province of Toledo -  18bh C. 100.00

124. Large bedspread, yellow, small knotted pattern, Province of Tolddo, 18th C. 70,00

127. Bishop1 s Cape, Toledo hand loom flowered s ilk , gold thread galloon, R ” 175.00

128. Priest*s Chasuble, red damask -  Granada weave, red velvet p i l la r  gold
galloon, 17th G. 100.00

129. Large Chasuble, taupe colored flowered s ilk , Valeneian weave, s ilk  galloon
and narrow fringe 18th C. 75.00

130. Chasuble, green flowered s ilk , Toleda weave, gold thread galloon 18th C. 60.00

131. Large Chasuble, old rose flowered s ilk , probably Valeneian, three colored
fringe, 18th G. 90.00

133. Altar Cloth 2-1/2 yards long Eed Valeneian s ilk , 18th C. 60.00

135. Chasuble, pals green Toledo s ilk , fringe -  18th C. 90.00

331. Salmon Colored s ilk  spread, Valeneian 300.00

1234. Yellow Felt Pueblo spread, red edging, 18th C. £00.00

2068. Bright Yellow Spread, s ilk  finance ,l * 350.00

2079. Silk Table Runner, white f ie ld , Toledo 9 n 100.00

2345. Green Altar Cloth, damask and brocatelie, 17th C. 275.00

2461. Bright orange and vio let Andalusia#. Blanket, 18th C. 275.00

2462. Blue and red Alpujara wall hanging -  18th C. 100.00

2463. Blue and white ¿CLpujara Rug m » 75.00

2636. Red Velvet Banner, s ilver edge, Toledo 17th C. 300.00

Heavy woolspread, Province of Teruel, 18th C* 300.002706.
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t
2971« Green linen s ilk  spread, Valencian 18th C, ^ 225.00

5074, Red Flowered s ilk  Table Runner, Toledo, 17th C. 100.00

3224. Red Damask Spread, purple fringe, Valencian, 18th C. 150.00

3282. Wall Hanging, black fe lt  with applique, 17th C. 500.00

3386 Pair of green damask curtains, majorca 18th C. 150.00

3828. Red and white s ilk  sk irt, Venencian, 18th C. 300.00

7346. Green and yellow Alpujara wall hanging, 18tbC. 150.00

8456. Red Damask spread, blue edging, Valencian 18th C. 125.00

4 5,490.00

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Byne, have lived  in Spain fo r the past 17 years.

They are now considered the best authorities on old Spanish Art and Architecture. In 
their display rooms in Madrid, w ill be found a most interesting collection of old Span­
ish AJ't, furniture, and Decorations of a l l  kinds, a l l  original and authentic old pieces, 
from which this collection of Linens, S ilks, etc., have been selected, fo r display and 
sale in California.



December 5, 1933

Mr. Arthur Byne
Don Ramon de la  Cruz, 5
Madrid
Spain

Dear Mr. Byne:

We are not sure that you have 
been apprized o f  the trouble that has arisen 
over the entry o f  the B lazonceil  at the port 
o f  San Francisco.

The customs inspectors s t i l l  
have a portion o f this c e i l in g  in th e ir  ware 
house and they are dec l in ing to admit i t  as 
an antique, claiming that too large a per­
centage is  res tora t ion , i .  e. too much of 
the wood, na i ls ,  painting, e tc .  is  modern.

Anything that you can do to 
help convince them w i l l  o f  course be to the 
advantage o f a l l  concerned.

Very tru ly  yours

Julia Morgan



ARTHUR DYNE
M E D I E V A L  &  R E N A I S S A N C E  A R T

D O N  R A M O N  DE L A  C R U Z . 5

C A B LE  A D D R E S S  S T A P L E Y

MADRID

o' e l  .‘ a At bury ,  
15 hast 69th 

'Jew York city

f e e . 13th,
1 9  3 3

r  • J . JV1 H i  combe,
1111 Broadway,
Los Angeles

hear r .  W i l l i  combe;

. i'°fu h?S 5ust r9ach9d me from ®y ' adrid o f f i c e  
taat the can Yr ncisco Customs O f f i c ia l s  refuse to 
accept the antiquity o f  B lazonceil.

This is  the most preposterous ecislon ever 
rendered. Phe a i l in g  In question is  absolutely 
genuine, dating from the late 15th century (as said

bTS lazon panel is  la te r ,  dating trom the 13th century ) .

then o i l^ d 1 Y i A l V Y  had t0 b9 cl9an9d up and 
f ; Y  ^L1 Y d d  bad h ln untouchad fo r  centuries.

.. „ Y d 1 9 d n lb down and bringing i t  to
d12 h h  ut my Dil1 fo r  cleaning and restora t ion
timbering Z ?  S ^ ndr9d do l la rs ;  As to the actual 

-r ing  not a s l i v e r  was touched nor added to i t .

n n A f i h  U * i8  discouraging to  have to submit to
examole o f Pf h f nC9.’ ,,hy <Jo98n' t r -Haarst make an
don 't heal t t 0 cass* 1 % oan b9 o f  any asslstanci aon z hesitate  to  c a l l  on me.

•ith the Season's 3est Greetings, be l ieve  me,

Sincerely ,



T h  e  Wl  s t b u r y  H o t e l

Fif t e e n  Ea s t  Six t y -n in t h  S t r e e t  
N e w  Y o r k

December 23rd, 
1 9  3 3

Miss Ju lia  Morgan,
Merchants Exchange Bldg.
San Francisco

Dear Miss Morgan;

I t  seems strange to be submitting projects  to 
you and Mr.Hearst from New York instead of 
Madrid. Herewith I am enclosing drawings of 
a remarkable medieval Hall  which I have assem­
bled in part in  my warehouse in  Madrid. I am 
unable to include photographs for  you as my 
o f f i c e  stupidly neglected to send me more than 
one set and these I sent to Mr.Hearst.

A few days ago I sent a group o f  photographs 
o f  a churchfull of Baroque A ltars  to  Mr.Hearst 
- here again my o f f i c e  sent only one set.  I 
don 't  know i f  Mr.Hearst is  s t i l l  in terested in 
securing these a ltars  but a year ago he asked 
me to hunt fo r  some. You probably know fo r  
what purpose.

This t r i p  to  America was made necessary by the 
health o f my Mother. I did rush out to Kansas 
City fo r  the opening o f  the Museum ( I  had been 
inv ited  by the Committee) and would l iked to 
have availed myself o f  Mr.Hearst s in v i ta t io n  
to have stayed at San Simeon and also to have 
seen you but I d idn 't  dare to  absent myself so 
long from New York. Because o f the nature o f 
th is  t r ip  Mildred didn t come over; perhaps 
next year w i l l  see us both making a v i s i t  to 
C a l i fo rn ia  (we did so enjoy the la s t ,  thanks 
to  you ) .

With Best Wishes fo r  the Holidays, b e l ieve  me,

%

i'iM}
‘Sp _

T— V i <■ — f ■“j-vw, tir



ARTHUR DYNE
M EDIEVAL & RENAISSANCE A R T

D O N  R A M O N  DE L A  C R U Z , 5

C A B LE  A D D R E S S  S T A P L E V

MADRID
Hotel astbury, 

15 East 69 St.' 
ew York City

Miss  Morgan

Dec. 23rd^  W W |

1 9  3 3
1111am Randolph Hearst, Esq.

San Simeon, C a l i fo rn ia

Sear " r .Hearst;

Vy adrid o f f i c e  has just sent me several pro jects v.hich were 
being developed at the time o f my hurried departure from Spain.
The most important, in fac t  one o f  the most important finds made 
in :paln, is  the enclosed Aragonese Banqueting Hall, dating from 
the early  16th century (though thoroughly fo th ic  in s p i r i t ;  and 
from an old feudal house in  the f o o th i l l s  o f  the Pyrenees.

I have tr ied  to put this room before you, by drawing and photo­
graph, as c lea r ly  as possible. t is  unique in that in addition 
to i t s  arch itec tura l  features i t  preserves almost in tact the 
o r ig in a l  furniture o f the period - as we l l  as numerous smaller 
accessories. I know o f  no other room in .merica comparable with i t .

I have drawn the room just as i t  was both in scale and perspective. 
Everything seen in the drawings is  included in the price except 
the fo l low ing  items:
(1) The actual stone walls forming the room being of heavy rubble 

stone, covered with rough p laster  on the room side were r e ­
garded as a us9lesexpense to carry and easy to reproduce and 
therefore  abandoned.

(2) The stone f l o o r  composed of heavy ir regu la r  f lag-s tones , 
broken and worn in many places, also abandoned

(3) The great hood over the hearth being constructed of a burnt 
clay plastered on the outside proved impossible to take down 
in tac t  and was abandoned (the supporting wooden beam and wall 
corbels however were preserved).

everything else indicated, stone arenas, windows and porta l,  vooden 
c e l l in g ,  doors and shutters, remarkably paneled hearth, and magnif­
icent furniture o f  the period, is  included in the price. any of 
the pieces o f  furniture are i l lu s t ra ted  in photo and drawing and 
are to serve as the most important plates in a new book of Superior 
Spanish Furniture which 1 am now preparing.

The price for th is  uniiue medieval room is  THIRTY-AIO7T THOUSAND 
(:38,030) d o l la rs .  Costs o f  packing, export tax, insurance and 
transportation are extra. But the heavy cost of demolition and 
removal to adrid has been bourne by me and is  included in ry orice . 

eference AHAGONESEHALL Very s incere ly  yours,



Hotel Westbury, 
lb East 69 St. 
New York City

ARTHUR BYXE
D O N  R A M O N  D E  L A  C R U Z ,  5  

M A D R I D

hec. 30th,
1 9  3 3

Miss Ju lia  Morgan, 
Merchants Exchange, 
San Francisco

Dear Miss Morgan;

The f i r s t  news I had o f the adverse decision on the 
part of the Customs O f f i c ia l s  concerning BLAZONCEIL 
was contained in a b r i e f  cable from my w ife .  To-day 
I have received your l e t t e r  o f December 5th sent to 
me in Madrid.

I repeat what I said in  my l e t t e r  of December 18th. 
There is  not a s l i v e r  o f new wood in the entire  
c e i l in g  nor is  there modern painted decoration -that 
is  to say there is  no area of repainted surface. As 
in a l l  operations o f  th is  sort the c e i l in g  suffers 
somewhat in the taking down, subsequent hauling of 
150 miles to my warehouse in Madrid, and in the r e ­
erect ion . Some of th is  damage is  due to in ev itab le  
bruises; in other instances the painted decoration 
which has become b r i t t l e  in places due to dampness 
or action o f  the wood, f lakes o f f .

In  a c e i l in g  o f  this sort the f i r s t  thing one has to 
due is  cover the entire  surface withe o i l  in order to 
restore  '‘ l i f e "  to the painted decoration (which has 
la in  "unnourished” fo r  centuries );  otherwise the whole 
surface might f lake o f f .  Then where the actual paint 
has disappeared the decoration must be resusitated.

But th is is  not res tora t ion  or repainting done to de­
ceive or enhance the value of the c e i l in g ;  th is  is  the 
moral ob l iga t ion  that one has before any work of art 
that has suffered with time.

Have these Inspectors no imagination? Have they never 
thought what a d i f f i c u l t  and responsible task i t  is  to 
ca re fu l ly  take down a c e i l in g  over 400 years old. That 
genera lly  speaking some portion must have suffered; bear 
in mind c e i l in g s  are not taken care of l ik e  paintings 
or other small works o f  art .  Nevertheless I repeat that 
o f  a l l  the c e i l in gs  sent to Mr.Hearst no one example 
is  as pure and devoid o f res to ra t ion  as BLAZONCEIL. 
Please c a l l  in  some competent experts and bear me out.

Sincere
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N.B. You mentioned that the Inspectors complained of 
modern nails In the ce i l ing .

Is i t  possible that the gentlemen believe that old 
ceil ings are taken down in sections, just the way In 
wnich I ship them to America?

Why these ce il ings are taken down piece for piece, heaps 
and heaps of small panels and strips before one rea l ly  
reaches the beams. Then a l l  in is  must be re-erected 
in my warehouse and for the sake of simplicity in 
handling and re-assembling in America is  mounted in 
sections.

Where i t  is  possible to save the old nails they are 
re l ig ious ly  guarded. But more than l ike ly  half of them 
are broken or made useless in the dismantling. What 
am I expected to do? Fake old iron nails? No, when 
the old nails run out I employ new ones, brand new 
machine-made ones, nor is  any e f fo r t  made to use the 
same nails in the same holes I

I f  you want rea l fakes look into what is made In 
America. My only role in l i f e  is  taking down old works 
of art, conserving them to the best of my a b i l i ty  and 
shipping them to America.


