








TIIE PORT OF ASTOR!A, OREGON
Second in 8 series on
- CRUISE {959

Ten miles from the Pacific on the lower Columbia lies the oldest
permenent settlement west of the Roclkies, Astorio, Orsgon. Surrouad-
ed by historic remindsrs and beouiiful recreaijon spots Astorja is the
center of ectivily in Ciafsep County, The visiter has o wids choise
of things to do. Almost anything from swimming and skingiving tfo @
guided tour of a local cannery mey be hed.

FORT STEVENS Stote Park - thirtecn miles west of Astoria, offers
camping, boeting, swimming, end e chonce to see ihe wreck of the
famous seiling ship PETER IREDALE.

GEARHEART end SEASIDE =both to the south of Aftorio, offer warm
sand and beaches, golfing, ond fresh woter swimning.

: CANNON BEACH - for sight-secing, it is said to be s photographers
paradise. No doubt a*place of special interest to visiting iMidshipmen,

Deep ses fishing, clemming, roller skating, thesters, night clubs
ond good resturents ere slso easily sccessible in the arca.

NEXT PORT: PORTLAND, OREGONs« s
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EDITORIAL o/ 4

It is the duty OT on Editor to sntagonize his readers. This
must be so since popular opinion speaks, "The Binnacle is dull,
nothing controversisl!® And severel heve asked, “"Are you being
censored?" :

One yeor ego, from en editorisl similer to this the answer was:

"No, we sre not being censored. In fact, 99.9% of the censor-
ing is done by the /'idshipmen themselves after the editorials have
been writen. Last year's experience we remem er.. We're more cau-
tious (or is "diplomatic" a better word?) this term: we have dis-
covered that we sre not granted the customcry immunity which journ-
alists usually are accorded: we are not, in other word, protecfed
from the wrath of our readers.

"Then too, we think it is a mistake to assume that tronquillity
is dull, that peace is hell, that there must always be controversey,
that all men must be divided into warring factions proclsiming the
theory of class conflict, ‘th .+ everything is right or everything is
wrong with CMA. It is, of course, pleasant for the reader to be
energized at someone else's expense: we criticize "x" whom e
would also like to criticize, but "y" doesn't have the courage
and so lets the Binnacle ("George") do it. viell, we have taken & s
stands on o number of issues in the past...but we feel no dogma
compels us to be perpetuslly dissatisfied with everythin ! VWe have
alwoys welcomed letters, but few are the men who write them, \le
must remind our readers, «nd we do so regretfully, knowing it will
diseppoint their hopes, that the Binnscle is not subversive orgun
carrying the red banners of antism. |If your Binnacle is dull,
perk it up a bit with o few of your own explosive ideas. Give us
your name! You too ccn be infemous!"

Generally, this quote is in full effect todsy. We have limits,
yes: the type of publicstion we are; the institution it is written
for; and finally, our readers- -you, the sdministration and those

e _ BINNACLE









N

trious author of the Power Squadron Course, himself aduits that [+
Is "interpreted differently on the esst snd west coasts!™ Anyone
who hes studied the rules; all of them, not just 32, will understsnd
that memory is one thing, court interpretation snothers |+t may be
truthfully stoted that the men who memorizes Article 3 of the Inland
Rules, for exemple, could not proceed thzrefrom and light his craft
with any degree of CERTAINTY! | need but esk the question tn NAUT-
[CAL CIRCLES: "When the towing lights sre corried as 20 point lights
forwerd, is the range light a¥+ reaquired?" —- to bring mariners In
violent disagreement snd esstern”and western towboatmen ot each othe
er's throatsl :

| do not mean this as & BRIEF sgsinst MEMORIZATION of the RULES
OF THE ROAD; but men must soon come to the derk knowledge that
MEMOR IZATION s & deceiver, snd words not slways the trusted things
they et first seem to be, Should | ever in one great mirscle of
strength regumitate the 32 to my Captaln, | hope that | shall never
then gelieve at THAT ETHEREAL MOMENT thet | UNDERSTAND the 32! Farwell
struggled for hundreds of pages to stote what the COURTS have sesid -
obout the RULES, cond he, although these may here be subversive words,
hes written thet the mariner, no matter whot he "thimks of the legal
setup which hos the effect of giving the courts more suthority over
the rules of the road then the Commandsnt, US Coast Guasrd, who en-
forces them through the loca!l inspectors snd supplements them wilth
the pilot rules, the mariner MUST OBEY THE LAW AS HE FINDS IT, and
thet means IN PRACTICE, as the ADMIRALTY COURTS Interpret ite"

This is not s BREIF for enti-memory., It Is, rother, o call for
8 comprehensive study of the Rules of the Road at the Cezlifornis
Maritime Acedemy: s study not of 32 reletively simple injunctions,
but en scedemic snd intellectually back-bresking study o# all the
Rules ond what Forwell ond Knight and Chopman and the MERCHANT MAR INE
PROCEED INCS hsve to sey sbout them, and whet the Courts have said
they really mean. We should know the Rules so well that we could
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answer ANY Coest Guerd question sboutthem intelligently and compre-
hensively, rather then attempting to expend s grest, desl of energy kg
meworizing what even &now few Ceptaing cen repeat! The +ine hes @ o
come to end thé jllusion thet Thare are only 32. and that 32 medort-
zed 1s .32 known and that on the bridge of o moving ship the' maie's
ming begins "These Rules shdl be fol icwed by ‘all vessels and BelE C o
planes upon the high seas o o « ".lnstesd of COME RIGHT TEM DEGREES!
The *time hss et lost coms for a sericus analysis of all the . .

Rules of the Road, Inisnd, Internstional and Filot, and en awereness -
that in"August the Cosst Cysrd will be more impressed with our abil=
ity to discuss inteiligently all the Rules, then to attempt to Im=-
ress them wiTh our sbility to repeat, verbatim, the Internutionsl
Eegu|a+ions}for Preventing Coltisions at Sea, :
1115 hoped thot the fine ctert mede by Mr Teylor since Wik o
errival at CilA will be continued, and that those responczible: for
deyélopin? the curriculum will eventually provide a three year study
of the Rules: s comprehensive study involving en inteqreted course
making use of visusl aids, traihing spplisnces, m3¢cTs, end o vardiety
of ‘'source materials (Forwell, Chapman, Knight, lierchant 'Marine Fro.
ceedings, etc)s - |t would be s credit to +ﬁe Acuodemy If our emphasis
on' the Rules were equivalent to our emphosis on NAVIGATION,: ‘and if
we, as students, beceme such suthorities theot we could send oot de-
boting teams to other colleges 1o disecuss the future hoped for revige
jon of the culess All this weuld lead to en understanding oy tha. 4
Rules and evenutally to thetr improvement, As Forwell himself has
written "The rules will not be better obeyved until they sre better
understood." . i

sEa i o OF. Jh B L I IR A8 S B RS T g A b T

ON BEING THE CORPS COMWANDER A

by M/S Ellis o
TH E OLD WAYS WERE THE EASY WAYS « o+ . They were not, however,
the best ways, Mr Mclaughlin, the lest Corps Commander, told me,” in
eifect, one day, "E[lls, do something:" H'e oduitted ithak furps
Commanders were never populsr and he ‘admitted thet many chonges must




be made and he hoped I would have the "guts" to make them, He agreed
that the old hypocrisy that placed the Firstand Second Class above an’
beyond any accouatability should be terminated, But he too well knew
the price of such termination, S Uit T g

I know the 0ld Guard here still yearns for the old concept of a
First Class Year, Ah, the old "freedome"! Freedom to go AWOL by say-
ing SENTRY YOU DC NOT SEE ME! Freedom to fling coke bottles down the
alsles, Freedom to talk in ranks, wear the uniform beatnick style,
and do Just about anything one wanted to, The only limitation was the
D,0,y whose movements were falthfully plotted, more than any man- .
euvering board target, Mlidshipmen Officers had titles and privileges
but were never considered as Serious Obstacles to any "fellow Mid-
shipman's" desires,

These, then, were considered to be "rights" and every attempt to
end these preposferous claims has been met with struggle, Every effort
by Midshipmen to require "conformity" from other Midshipmen withregand
to the basic military requirments has been labeled a "belrayel':
after all, thls was the Duty Officer's task: he was being pald for
it. ; _ o

I cannot explain, condone, or understand the past, I cou1d~nnt."
with any degree of honesty, continue the past: it was i1llogical, £
dualistic, false, A CGorps Commender is not the prisoner of any class:
he 1s responsible to the Commandant for a uniform application of the
basic military requirments, Past Corps Commanders were placed in the
unenvlable position of beling first class hypocrites, They had to -
require 2d and 3d Class conformity and preach 2d and 3d class'"mili-
tary morality" and allow the First Class the status of "untouchables"
who could butcher whatever sacred cow happened to come along,

The Californla Maritime .Academy places considerable trust in
its Midshipmen, There is probably no other school in existance
where men control their own military l#ves, If CMA were severly mil-
itary and harshly so, as many military academys are, there would be,
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perhaps; reason to complain, -Actuzlly here we are’buﬁlquasibmilitary,
and considering our future as merchant marime officers those in-
authority have decided, rightly or wrongly, that we shall be guasi-

militarys. It ls,thereforg, rather astoundlng trat the Jld Guasd
should feel cruclfied when they are askad %4» zeep Thesy criyia.m :
shut while in ranks, their blue jackets bubtened, thelr bea» off the
base, and thelr persons AWL, The old droum with dafsiculty  dlen,. JHe
present First Class, when Third Clesemer, dscemed sfov thelp daw of
impunity; it did not coie and they fesi chiatsd, sobhad of hu:l
righte’ and victim of the instrumibmof beivayals ths &
It has been difficult, I suppose, for the M iihi
more diffiecul: for theildshipmen Officers who, after oLig-being nlndiy
and fearing igolatlion, have 'had difficulty 1 asking fyr”arniﬂfmftya'
Some have falled; others have had the courage of Lheir! 85 Tia
saying goes,Ellis') convictions and have taken the cbilgatt saa A, wall
as the priviledges of theldy office, Some have rationaliazsa wallily o
thinking all the difficulties at CMA are someone elsels LaXx e 2D 0%
cueing their own inaction acvordinglviDrthe whole, I am wsll xisnusna
with the Midshipmen and the Midshipmen Officers, Those whn Yar~s | o
to the past can be understood: transitions are difficult snc D Bt T o
lculty the old dreams die, (R e i
The 0ld Guard have suggested that since I have made my begl :
difficult that I should resign and let "sluggism" return to CMA, Crant
ed , 1t would be easler, I am told"everyone would be harpy'. “Woar By
seriousf you're not being paid for 1t." -"It's too hard for the ulfic.r
anyway, ! Ztc, I shall not, however, resign, and I shall not robius!
- the easy past. Others may do so, After all, it is easier to =i :
than walk foward, Ir the past, new officers have written "polio .cg"
with enlightened objectives, many of them admirable, They were, huw-
ever, words, and as the time pashed the words got weaker and weokep
until they were only embarrassing memories, . i
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’ Deck Department Questions and Answers
edited by 1/S Young

QUESTION: Assuning theat you are & third mete being on watech and under.
way and having & pilot on the bridge with you, what do you consider
your duties in refercnce to the nav;gatlon of the vessel?
ANSWER: On watch with a pilot in charge of the navigation, the third
mate should: check the steering gear, the whistles comunication and
and signaling appliances between the pilot house and engine room,
have the charts of the area out gl give the pilot all assistance
possible by taking bearings, etec., or by giving him any information
he may request; con the quartermaster to see that the pilots steer.
ing orders are carried out end the proper course is steered, see
that the running lishts are burning bright and that the pilot is
aware of any vessels or aids to navigation in sight; notify the mas.
ter if he is not on the bridge, of any change in weather or in the
event there is any doubt regarding the ships position or her safe
navigation.

QUESTION: Upon comming 0 anchor what should be dome in order to de.
términe the ships position? -

ANSWER: Upon coming to anchor,the vessel's position should be fixed
by meens of cross bearings or ranges,a sounding should be taken,and a
drift lead should be put on the bottom and secured to the rake, Tae
following information should be put on the log. Time and place of
anchorings,port or sterboard anchor used,fathoms or shots of chain
out,relative bearing of the anchor when the vessel is riding to the
anchor(if desired)depth of water and tidal conditions,and wind and
weather conditions.

QUESTION: "/hat does ", sm= s== o=="signify when sent during a
communication by blinker?

ANSWER: The letter "W" used as a message in itself meens: "I"am unable
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to read your nmeessge owingto the light not properly trained or burn.
ing badly®™, This is to > mads by the recieving ship at any stags of
the message,if required, and snould be crewered by the transmitting
ship showing a steady ligh® vnitil tne recleving is satisfy and ceases
to makeW¥,

QUESTION: What signal should be displayed by night when loading or
discharging bulk oil et a dock?

ANSWER., During the transfer of bullk cargo while fast to a dock a red
signals (flag by day,lantern by night)must be so pleced that it will
be visible on all sides. While traucferring bulk cargo at anchor, a
red E£lag nnly shall be displayed. ;

QUESTION: You are proceeding full speed shead in a steam vessel on a
dark night with the wind aft,snd ycu see a red light and a green ligh
ghead. What would you do and why? ; o

AN3WER: Since only & red and green light is seen ahead,the other
vessel 1s sailing,and,with the wind aft of the steamer and the sail-
ing ship bearing aliead, she must be in stays and coming abouts the
steamer should stop immediately and back if necessary until the saila
ing ship pays off on either teck,which would be indicated by one of .

- the side lights shuting off, The steamer could then proceed,pesssing
~under the salling ships stern,

e e

ENGENFERING QUESTIONS AND ANSWERES /
edited by Mcintire ;
Reciprocating Ensines,..
1., Why is there more piston clearance on the bottom end of a eylin.

der than on the top end.

|
[

2. How is steam cushion obtained and what is its purpose?
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But navigating under the pder icecap c: lled for something extra.
"Boy," | said to myself, "I'Il bet Marmy cen't sound off on some
experience to top that polar stunt.® Still | wes sure he'd come
up with something. :

An hour loter | was walking along the bustling westside
waterfront,beading for the Bent Propeller Bar-hangout for mar=-
iners, waterfront characters nd locel plant engineers.

Stepping inside, | could see Marmy's bottered grey bowler
above the croud at the busy b.r. Edging nesrer, | ordered s
short beer, then calmy sized up the situetion before opening
my mouth. :

The foxy old consultant wes preoccupied ss usual, stering
at a botile of Sandpeper Gin before him. Paying no sttention to
the weather-beaten cﬁarac+ers sbout him, he appeared to be wrestl=
ing with some big problem, like trying to hesrness the sun"s energy.

"Thot NAUTILUS sailing under the polar icecsp took some rea?
seamanship, eh lir. Surfoceblow?" | ventured meekly, wonderin
if | should stert shoving off. Nothing happened. But final?y

fiermy grabbed his bottle, worked up a v.cuum of 16 inches on his
corgo pump and blaested his holds in one operation.

Slamming the boitle down, he roasred in his foghorn voice:

, "BILGEWATER on submarines. |I'Il tell you srmchair engineers
how | kept an ocesn liner from popper her rivets snd my only
help was from the her bartender."

That did it. A sea of bronzed faces turned towsrd our hero.
Here was a pronouncement thet must be listened to, one spoken by
the voice of suthority, Yes, THE voice of asuthority. :

Marmy turned toward his expect nt zudiance, gave his bowler
a starboerd list, bocked against the bar, then slasfed away.,

"Back in 1933 | landed in Genos, Italy, sboard the steam
yacht SS PETRAS. She wss owned by a shorp New York ployboy who
never paid his bills. He was so much in dept that +ﬁe local
gendarmes slapped a lien agosinst the PETRAS as soon os we tied up.
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"After we'd been on the beach for two weeks, thé American
consul hod us placed sboard the liner SS Rex as second-class
passengers. Sﬁe was sailing on her m_iden voyage to New York.

‘The Rex weas the pride and joy of Mussolini snd all Fascist
ltely. Her 51,000 gross tons made her the largest ship ever buil#t
in ltaly. Her dete - f departure wes proclaimed e national holiday
ond she sailed with e full list of pessengers.

"Her skipper was out to cop the blue ribbon for the Atlantic
¢rossing from Gibralter to New York, Butf two doys out we hit
heavy weother ond the Rex begen rolling like o drunken ssilor,

Then the proud maiden popped a dozen hull rivets in her plates
emidships, sbout ten feet below the waterline.

"The exposed rivet holes were in the boiler room. Some pass=
engers got penicky, but the cepisin sssured everyone there wasn't -
any danger as the holes would be pluaged. ; :

"| wes interested in knowin? exactly how the Rex's chicf eng-
ineer would do the jobes | s.on leorned he'd had herdwood topered
plugs driven into the holes. But the str in on the plates +Ea+ had
Eopped the rivets in the first place loosened the wooden plugs in a

urry, .nd other rivets in the erea were starting to loosen.

"Next morning word got arouhd thot the chief had asked the cap=
tein to put o sailor over the side in e bosun's chair. This sea~
men was to push o bolt through each hole from the outside while the
engineer in the fireroom slipped s gesket, washer ond nut over the
threads anhd tightened the nut. o : : :

"That scuttlebutt wes right becsuse next morning there was
Elen+y of excitement sboard. "Up on deck the mete was having a

osun's chair rigged. It had @ line running down under the keel and
~up the port side to keep the sailor from smecking agsinst the hull
each time the Rex rolled: And she wos rolling p?en+y.

22 : Binnecle
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"As passengers swarmed oll over the deck to watch, several
seaman stepped forward and volunteered to do the job,  With the
ocean kicking up her heels, it took s brave man to go over the side,
- no misteke sbout it. V‘then the first sesmon wss lashed into the
bosun's chair, the coptain changed the ship's hesding ‘to put him
on the lee side. e o Ay

"But still the Rex rolled, bringing the rivet holes out of the
water one minute, then plunging them 20 f+. under water the next
minute. ' The sailor rolled under the weves es he tried bravely
to insert the bolt before getting waterlogged himself. : '

"By the time the first bolt wes inseried he wes half drowned.
Telk about keel-hauling precticed in sailing=ship days, this weas
the nearest thing to it thét I've ever secen, It took a scilor with
guts, and that sailor was a hero to everyone sboard. But | felt
soEry for him because | knew there must be a simpler wsy to do the

OD .

J "With hundreds of passengers on deck yelling 'Bravo' es they
hauled the seilor sbosrd, the second volunteer come forwsrd with s
do or die expression on his face, But | elbowed up to the chief
officer who was running the show, :

© "on't send anymore men over the side," | advised the mate,
Pt ?e+ those bolts into the rivet holes from inside the ship.
And 1'Tl do it cuicker and no one will get drowned.!

"'Bravo, ' yelled the passengers ne r enough 1o hear me. :
"hen the noise quieted down, the mate wented to know how 1'd
do the job, | told him 1'd need the bartender's help, :
"'Borfender,' he yelled, then he st rted getfing pink around

the gl kls, : :

~ "'Look, I'm not joking,' | told him. Just then the casptain
come down from the bridge to sece whot wes holding things up, | ex-
plained to . him and the mate that I1'd plug those holes Trom the inside.
dmvmmful 459 : . g



But the bartender would hesve to bring a dozen bottles of Sendpsper
Gin to my csbin., To show the ceptain | wasn't fooling, -1 asked him
to send the chief engineer up so | could outline the plan., - :
"The skipper wonted the job done without losing that blue ribbon.
So he said,'Willdo.* Soon @s the chief, ihe bartender with his.
twelve bottles and the mete were in my room, | gove them my instruc=
tions. After pulling all the corks, | gave them to the chief and .
told him to festen & fishline to esch one, Then | told him to stick =
one cork st & time through e rivet hole from inside the firercom.
"you'll hove to slow the ship down and fish the cork out of the

water with o long hook,' | told the mate., ‘'Maybe you cen mske one
from a long piece of heavy wire or tubing.' : : ~
"'As for ‘you,' | told the chief, 'Heve your maechinist drill &nd

tap the thresd end of each bolt for e tiny éye-bolt., Then when

the mate has @ cork fished out of the water from topside, he can
remove the cork ond tie the line onto the eye-bolt. Then heave. -

the bolt over the side ond have one of your engineers put it indo

the hole from down below in the fireroom. Once the bolt's in place,.
slip the gosket and washer over the bolt as you did before. Tighten
it and your job is done.' . \ ‘

"They all ogreed thot was & good idea. ‘'hile | rounded up my
shipmates from the yacht to do justice to the twelve bottles of -
Sendpeper Gin, my plens were carried out on the deck and below, In=
side of three hours sll the bolts were ftightened in plece and the
Rex wes brought to top-speed again, : ,

"hen the job was {inished | beceme the new hero.  For the rest
of the voyage | couldn't spend o cent. Everyone was.treating me...
end | even sat at the ceptain's taoble,

"The rex did win the blue ribbon for her crossing, msking the.
trip in 4 doys, 13 hours and 50 minutes, And all | had done_ was
come up with whet's Known todsy as the Mermaduke THEORY OF BUOYANCE.
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: . he courses aiong which they will gu?dg the ship scross
fégugéggnf*o 4 dcsf;na+?on, the Engineers aﬁsuly perform some 3f
their more importent iesks such os providing "Luke Warm or Tepid
water for the possengers' buoths ond steam for the laur.ldar'y to use
when pressing the pnassengers' tuxedos ond formsl €vening gowns,

The importance of the Engineers highly technicsl job cen be easily
and greoatly emphasized by showing that while the Chief Engineer

and %irs+ Assistent Engineer spend their duty time checking their
subordinates' reports on such essential items ss the mean temperature
in the freezer comportment where the ice eream for the current

voyege is kept, the Moster ond Chief Mate are concerned on their

duty time with such highly immoterisl items as radio direction
finder, radar, and Loran bearin sy which slong with sextant

sights do no+£in9 more then merely fix the ships position on the
oceans of the world.

If | moy digress just slightly from my original theme, | would
like to spend just e moment depicting, not the importance of the
Engineering dept., but the odvantages of being @ member of thet
so highly esteemed dept., Just think for a moment of the setisfac-
tion that the Third Assistsnt Engineer cen feel when he thinks, and
realizes, that while he is sitting and doing a job such ss figuring
the amount of fuel consumed during the ship’s daily run, his count=
erpart in the deck department, the Junijor Third M te, is wasting

is time up on deck entertaining some of the more attroctive of the
younger femsle passengers. : :

In conclusion may | stcte thot the reasons which | have cited
above, are just a few of the mony which make me feel that al though
it may soon be repliced by a small ponel of push button on the
bridge, the Engineering Department is definitely the most import-
ant department sboord ship. -

The views expressed sbove sre not necessarilly those of the
BINNACLEoor the Engineecring Department. The BINNACLE would welcome
any contributions in the form of an cnswer to this "Factusl Report,"

Written ot the request of sn enonymous 2nd c/engineer.)
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