118 GUARDING THE UNITED STATES AND ITS OUTPOSTS

thing to do. . . . I'd rather go along the way we are now . . . rather than attempt any
such wholesale infernment. .. . An American citizen, after all,_is an _American citizen,
And while they all may not be loyal, I think we can weed the disloyal out of the loyal

and Tock them up if Tiecessary.”

What General DeWitt wanted at this time was the prompt issuance of
clear instructions to FBI agents on the west coast that would enable them
to take more positive steps to prevent sabotage and espionage. At his urging
Secretary of War Stimson had conferred with Attorney General Francis
Biddle, and thereafter Mr. Biddle speeded up the preparation of regulations
to implement the Presidential proclamations of 7 and 8 December. Late in
the month the Department of Justice announced regulations requiring énemy
aliens in the Western Defense Command to surrender radio transmitters,

short-wave radio receivers, and certain types of cameras, by 5 January 1942.
On 30 December General DeWitt was informed that the Attorney General
had also authorized the issuance of warrants for search and arrest in any
house where an enemy alien lived upon representation by an FBI agent that
there was reasonable cause to believe that there was contraband on the
premises.’’ In_addition, the Department of Justice and the Provost Marshal
General had arranged to send representatives to San Francisco to confer with
General DeWitt in ordef to work out more specific arrangements for con-
trolling enemy aliens. To centralize and expedite Army action in Wash-
ington, General Gullion also arranged for General DeWitt to deal directly
with the Provost Marshal General's office on west coast alien problems, and
for the latter to keep GHQ informed of developments.'*

The San Francisco conference took place on 4 and 5 January 1942.
Before the meetings the War Department’s representative, Maj, Karl R.
Bendetsen, Chief of the Aliens Division, Provost Marshal General’s office,
recommended that General DeWitt insist on several measures beyond those
already ordered by the Attorney General. In particular he urged the defini-
tion of strategic areas from which all enemy aliens were to be excluded and
that authority to prescribe such areas be vested in the Army. He also insisted
that there must be a new and complete registration of enemy aliens and a
“'pass_and permit” system similar to the one prevalent in prewar Europe.
The Justice representative, Assistant Attorney General James Rowe, Jr., also
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