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Other top news ... 

Commencement 2016 wrap·up video. final numbers IH§·i 

Army ROTC commissions eight officers - Singh accorded top honors 

CSU Summer Arts returns to campus in 2017 

Rep. Costa Honors Pres. Castro in Congress for Ohtli Award 

UN to discuss Fresno State co-authored case study of San Joaquin Valley drought 

University receives $5 million grant to promote water and energy innovation 

Shrestha receives President Oba ma's volunteer service award 

University opera theatre awarded grant for children's production 

Armbruster named Public Relations Professional of the Year 

l!gfil CLASS NOTES 

Robert ·sob" Bennet (1955, '56}, the former 

Fresno State baseball coach. t ips his cap to the 

crowd during a ceremony at which the school re· 

named the baseball facility "Pete Beiden Field at Bob 

Bennett Stadium· on M ay 7. 

Cheryl J. Sullivan (2004, '06}has been named 

the interim president of Fresno City College. She has 

worked for Fresno City College and State Center 

Community College in several different capacities 

since 1998. Sullivan also serves as a commissioner 

on the Fresno County Equal Opportunities 

Commission. 

Darius Assemi (1982), Jeff Robinson 
(Alumnus}, Lisa Casarez (1994, 2000) and 
Lupe Jaime (2004) have been presented Chi ld 

Advocacy Awards by the Comprehensive Youth 

Services, a non-profit organizat ion dedicated to 

providing a full range of prevention, int ervention, 

treatment and educational services to help abused 

and at -risk children and their families. 

Doug Hansen (1974, 2001} has published his 

latest book, California, the Magic Island. This is his 

third children's book as an author and illustrator. 

Christan Rousey (2009J was named Valley 

Children's Healthcare Nurse of the Year for 2016 

and presented the Innovation in Professional 

Nursing Award. 

William "Michael' Betts IV (2012), chairman 

and CEO of Betts Company, was installed as the 

new president of the Spring Manufacturers 

Institute (SM !) during the association's recent 

annual meeting in Dana Point, Cali fornia. 

Andree Soares (1989J was named Valley 

Children's Healthcare Nurse of t he Year for 2016 

and presented the Excellence in Leadership Award. 

Russ Richardson (1984) has been named the 

new at hletic d irector o f University of Montana 

Western, where he was serving as the head 

athletic trainer. 

Robert S. Spalding (1987, ' 93). an Air Force 

Colonel, will be appointed to t he grade of Brigadier 

General. The ceremony will take place at Knob 

Noster, Missouri on June 30. Spalding is current ly 

serving as chief, China, Taiwan and Mongolia 

Division, J-5 Joint Staff, Pentagon, Washington, 

District of Co lumbia. Spalding is also a mil itary 

fellow at t he Council on Foreign Relations. 

Previously, he oversaw B· 2 bombers as vice 

commander of the 509th Bomb W ing based at 

W hiteman A ir Force Base. Missouri. 
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Malaysia Alumni Reception 

Malaysia Bulldogs ... the Fresno State Alumni 

Association is coming to YOU! Join your f ellow 

Malaysia alumni and t he Fresno State Alumni 

Association for t he perfect opportunity to 

reconnect with your alma mater. The evening will 

include a catered dinner (halal), dr inks, and the 

opportunity to connect and reunite with fellow 

Bulldogs. 

SEE MORE EVENTS 
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LOCATION 

Top Glowe Tower Restaurant 

No.16, Persiaran Setia Dagang. Setia Alam, Seksyen U13. 
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Hmong Alumni Club, 
preparing students for 
life after graduation 
By MARISA MATA, Student Writer 

When Sainantha Yang became a first generation 

college graduate in 2012, she knev, that she was 

lacking professional experience and knowledge. 

Wanting to fill that void for future graduates, she 

set out to create a 1neans for students to connect 

and learn fron1 altnnni. And after three years of 

ups and do,vns, Yang is no,v the president of the 

Alu1nni Association's ne,vly established Hmong 

Alumni and Friends Club. 

"We started in 2012 and things ca1ne up- work 

and other things- and this year just happened to 

be a good year," Yang said. "I think it's all a n1at­

ter of finding the right people at the right ti1ne." 

Yang and the other officers of the club have 

kno,vn each other since their days in the Hmong 

Sh1dent Organization at Fresno State, and some 

of them are related. 

"We all know each other and that 
really binds us." 

While still getting sta1ted, the club is looking for 

members and is in the process of planning an 

event to celebrate its official launch. 

The officers want their club to be creative, outside 

of the box and inclusive of everyone involved. 

Although nothing is set in stone, Yang plans for 

the club to host ,vorkshops and/or seminars to in­

tegrate graduating seniors and alu1nni. She also 

has plans for fundraising, to potentially establish 

a scholarship for ctnrent students. 

'What we're seeking to do is provide a platform 

.for Hmong alumni to network professionally,.for 
seniors to have access to resources from other 

Hmong alumni with experience and knoivledge 

- As a.first generation college graduate, that's 

what I kind of lacked, and I want to fill that 
void." 

To join the Hmong Alumni and Friends Club, or 
any other FSAA chapter, club or· networ·k, visit 

bJ1P-:ii.bit.lyf-FSAAGetConnected. You can also 
connect ivith the club on Facebook. 
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The Small family's robust 
history of Bulldog alumni 
By MARISA MATA, Student Writer 

When you first n1eet Julie Sn1all, a cu1Tent board 

member for the Fresno State Alumni Association, 

she ju1nps right into conversation, and within 30 
seconds you're both laughing. You sit across fro1n 

each other on a couch in the library and Small 
quickly opens up about her family's unique con­

nection "vith Fresno State. You learn that in 1978, 
S1nall beca1ne one of a fe,v in her frunily to gradu­

ate from Fresno State, and with this year's com­

mencement, vvill be one of about 20 Fresno State 
graduates in her family. 

"It "vorked out really good for me," Small says, "I 

had taken one of those classes in the speech de­

partment, and I really liked it, and I was good at 
it, getting in front of people and speaking, who 

knew?! And at the time I didn't even know I was 

going to teach or anything, I didn't kno,v what the 

heck I ,vas going to do .. .I had a lot of teachers in 

my family, and it kind of just see1ned like some­

thing I was gravitating towards. I ca1ne back in 

'83 to get the [teaching] credential. .. and then I got 
hired in Sanger, which is ,vhere I'm from. It 

worked out good for 1ny family because when my 

daughters "vere born I took the1n ,vith me to 
Sanger and they ,vent to the Sanger schools." 

You learn that when it was time for Small's 

daughters to go to college they both, along with 
five of their cousins, chose Fresno State. 

Alyson and her parents at her graduation 

Later, when you meet Alyson, Small's eldest 

daughter, she "viii say, "Gro,ving up, we would al­
vvays go to the Fresno State football games and 

basketball games ... my family was always really in­

volved in Fresno State things, and n1y dad was the 

president of the Alumni Association when I was in 

ele1nentary school. And, so, just being involved in 

Fresno State stuff at a young age like that was 
probably a big motivating factor for me to co1ne 

here. Those were really good 1nemories." 

When it ca1ne to Alyson and her sister, Emily, 
choosing a college, Small says that she left the de­

cision up to them- She knew it was a good 

school, that they'd get a good education and that 

they really wanted to go to Fresno State- which, 

you lea1n, is a similar approach that Small's par­

ents took v.rith her. 

Small ' s mother and aunt 

S1nall says, "My parents ,vere ve1y much 'do \.Vhat­

ever you want,' they really '\,Vere not interested in 

me, or my brothers either, applying anywhere 
else. There ,vere perfectly happy for us to come 

here, the1n having gone here. I don't think my 

parents could have afforded to send 1ne so1ne 

place out of town - I came from a farm in Sanger, 

I'1n a fann girl, ,ve "vere 1niddle-class ... " 

You learn that Danny Farnesi, Small's father, 

graduated in 1950 and began ,vorking on his un­
cle's vineyard. He later bought it fro1n his uncle 

and ran it as his own. 

You learn that Fa111esi enrolled at Fresno State in 

1946, after reh111ling to the Valleyfro1n tl1ree 
years in Gua1n, flying wounded soldiers from bat­

tlefields to hospitals for the US Naval Air Force. 

When you talk with Farnesi later on, he ,vill say, 

"There ,vere a lot of veterans at that titne, and it 

,vas a nice experience because there "vas a v.rhole 

bunch of us tl1at were sitnilar. And so it "vasn't 

anything unusual, except, maybe, "ve liked to have 
a lot of fun after three years in the Navy," he will 

end laughing. 

Stnall continues, "And things were different then 

too, in the '70s. Students did go away for school, 

but not like no"v, the times v.rere just different. 

When I graduated fro1n Sanger High School, 1nost 

all my friends were going to co1ne here to Fresno 
State and 1ny parents went here, I had aunts and 

uncles and other extended fa1nily me1nbers that 
all went here, so I didn't even apply anywhere 

else. I just had 1nade the decision to come here. 

And when I first ca1ne here I didn't kI1o"v what I 
,vas going to 1najor in or anything, I just knew 

that I was going to con1e to college at Fresno 
State." 
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COMMENCEMENT 2016 WRAP-UP VIDEO, Fl NAL 
NUMBERS 

A two-hour video recording of the 105th University 

Commencement is now posted on the Fresno State YouTube 

page. 

A photo gallery is also available at www.fresnostatenews.com. 

Other on line videos include the Kremen School of Education 

and Human Development 2016 Convocation. The International 

Commencement Celebration also w ill post a video recording of 

their celebration in the next 2-3 weeks on its website and the 

African-American Recognition Program keynote speech by 

Ramsey Jay, Jr. will be posted in the next week. 

The 40th Chicano/Latino Commencement Celebration DVD can 

be ordered through June 3 at the cashier's office in the Joyal 
Administration building. It includes the special history video 

screened that night featuring the founders of the event as well 

as the full text of the keynote speech by U.S. Poet Laureate Juan 
Felipe Herrera, who also was conferred an honorary Doctor of 

Letters degree at the main University Commencement earlier in 

the day. For more information, email clccgrad@gmail.com or 

visit its website. 

(The special Chicano Commencement history video segment is 

now available online at bit.ly/ FS-CLCC40video). 

FINAL COMMENCEMENT NUMBERS: 

For the 2015-2016 academic year, 4,444 students completed 

their baccalaureate studies and 1,031 earned post­

baccalaureate degrees: 952 students earned master's and 

education specialist degrees and 79 students earned doctorate 

degrees (25 in the Doctor of Nursing Practice program, 24 in 

the Doctor of Education program and 30 in the Doctor of 

Physica l Therapy Program). 

Teacher credent ials were awarded to 447 grads by the Kremen 
School of Education and Human Development. 

Class of 2016 total: 5,475students completed requirements 

for a degree this year. 

For the University Commencement ceremony at the Save Mart 

Center Saturday morning, 1,200 graduates walked before a 

crowd of 10,253 (Note: amended by Student Affa irs from the 

1,345 figure provided May 21, after a more thorough review of 

documentation received that day from students). 

The largest crowd gathered for the Chicano/Latino 

Commencement Celebration at Save Mart Center Saturday 
night with 13,640 in attendance to witness 952 participating 

graduates, both record numbers for the event that held its first 

celebration on May 20, 1977, with 57 graduates at the Fresno 

Fairgrounds. Founders Manuel Olgin, Tony Garduque, Frances 

Pena and the late Ernesto Martinez were recognized. 

Guest attendance figures for events held in the Save Mart 

Center: 

University Ceremony: 1 o, 753 

Craig School of Business: 3,809 

College of Social Sciences: 3,755 

College of Arts and Humanities: 2,935 

Jordan College of Agricultural Sciences and Technology: 4,726 

College of Science & Mathematics: 4,522 

Kremen School of Education and Human Development: 6,432 

African American Recognition Ceremony: 2,470 

Chicano/Latino Commencement Celebration: 13,640 

Related Links: 

• Commencement video direct link 

• Alumn Ramsey Jay, Jr. Keynote Address: African American 
Celebration 

• Photo gallery 

• Fresno State You Tu be 

• Special Commencement Coverage (includes Deans 
Medalists) 

• Class of 2016 President and University Graduate 

Medalists 

• Original press release 

• Honorary Doctorate: U.S. Poet Laureate Juan Felipe 

Herrera 

• Kremen School of Education and Human Development 
2016 Convocation 

• International Commencement Celebration 
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ARMY ROTC COMMISSIONS EIGHT OFFICERS -
SINGH ACCORDED TOP HONORS 

(May 28, 2016) - Fresno State's Army ROTC Bulldog Battalion 

commissioned eight Class of 2016 graduates as second 

lieutenants during a pinning ceremony last week that was part 
of the university's Commencement season. 

2nd Lt. Lakhwinder Singh of Tracy was presented the 

Distinguished Military Graduate Award, which honors the top 

10 percent students in the nation. He also was presented the 

George C. Marshall Leadership Award, which annually honors 

the senior cadet who has demonstrated outstanding leadership 

and scholastic qualities. 

Major General Heidi Brown, director of Global Operations for 

the U.S. Strategic Command at Offutt Air Force Base in 

Nebraska, was the guest of honor and presented the graduates 

with their certificates at the Clovis Veterans Memorial District 

where more than 250 family members and friends gathered 

May 20. 

The newly commissioned officers who received their first 

salutes at the ceremony are: 

• Lakhwinder Singh (B.S. - Criminology/ Law Enforcement 
option) of Tracy who, in addition to receiving the 

Distinguished Military Graduate Award and the George C. 

Marshall Leadership Award, w ill enter active duty as an 

infantry officer in Hawaii. 

• Ryan Carder (B.S. - Criminology/Law Enforcement option) 

of Palmdale who will be assigned to Ft Drumm in New 

York as an infantry officer. 

• Arianna Jasmine Castrellon (B.A. - Mass Communication 
and Journalism) of Fresno who will join the Army 

Reserves as a signal officer. 

• Aislinn Gunn (B.S. - Nursing) of Aptos who will join active 

duty as a nurse corps officer. 

• Sean Koerner (B.A. - Political Science) of Bakersfield who 

will enter active duty as an air defense artillery officer. 

• Anthony Mosqueda (B.S. - Criminology/ Law Enforcement 
option) of Littlerock, CA who will enter active duty as an 

infantry officer. 

• Kenneth Nesmith (B.S. - Agricultural Business) of Kerman 

who will be assigned to Bakersfield as a transportation 

officer in the National Guard. 

• Brandon Silva (B.S. - Kinesiology/Exercise Science option) 

of Fresno who will enter the National Guard as a 

transportation officer. 

A photo gallery of the ceremony with each new officer is 

available at bit.ly/FS-ArmyROTCfacebook. 

For more information, contact Major Boyce R. Buckner, 

professor and chair of the Department of Military Science, or 

Nancy Kobata at 559.278.1664. 

2nd Lt. Lakhwinder Singh, who was presented the 

Distinguished Military Graduate Award and the George C. 

Marshall Leadership Award, is pinned by his parents, Ballinger 

and Jagdey Singh. 
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CSU SUMMER ARTS RETURNS TO CAMPUS IN 
2017 

Fresno State will reprise its role as host campus for CSU 
Summer Arts, starting in summer 2017 and continuing through 
2021. 

Summer Arts is currently hosted at California State University, 
Monterey Bay, where the program has been housed since 2012. 
Fresno State hosted the program from 1999 to 2011. 

Since 1985, the CSU has been offering Summer Arts to students 
systemwide. Students are provided on-campus housing as they 
work side-by-side with arts professionals for two to four weeks 
during the summer. At the end of the course, local 
communities surrounding the campus are invited to a public 
arts festival, where Summer Arts students proudly showcase 
their talents in music, theatre, dance, media, creative writing 
and visual art and design. 

"The arts are thriving at Fresno State and throughout the 
Central Valley," said Fresno State President Joseph I. Castro. 
"The return of the Summer Arts Program is part of our bold 
strategy to further enhance the vibrancy of the arts at Fresno 
State and in our region." 

CSU officials said the move to Fresno State will provide 
opportunities for the campus to gain support from Fresno 
County and the greater Central Valley. With chamber music 
halls, a professional-quality theatre and a costume shop, 
Fresno State's facilities are well-equipped to support Summer 
Arts' highly intensive program. 

"Summer Arts will bring the best of the world to the Valley, and 
the programming will enrich our thriving arts and unite us as a 
community in celebrating our diversity, creativity and shared 
humanity," said Saul Jimenez-Sandoval, dean of the College 
of Arts and Humanities at Fresno State, which will coordinate 
the program. 

CSU Summer Arts 2016 is currently accepting applications 
through June 24. The program will run from June 27 to Aug. 3 at 
CSU Monterey Bay. For more information, visit 
http://blogs.calstate.edu/summerarts. 
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REP. COSTA HONORS PRES. CASTRO IN 
CONGRESS FOR OHTLI AWARD 

Fresno State President Joseph I. Castro was honored on the 

floor of the U.S. House of Representatives today by 

Congressman Jim Costa for receiving the Ohtli Award from 

the Consul of Mexico in Fresno. 

The Ohtli Award was presented to Castro May 3 on campus 

by Hon. Vicente Sanchez Ventura, the Consul of Mexico. This 

morning, Rep. Costa read a proclamation honoring Castro 

who is the first Latino to serve as president of Fresno State. 

"Since Dr. Castro has been president at Fresno State, it's 

been clear that he wants to make a positive difference in the 

lives of young people who live in California's San Joaquin 

Valley," Costa said. 

"He truly understands that immigrant communities are what 

make the Valley such a special place. I would like to thank Dr. 

Joseph Castro and the entire Fresno State faculty and staff for 

all they do to ensure that all students have access to a quality 

and affordable college education.• 

See video: bit.lyNIDCostaCastroOhtli. 

Original story: bit.ly/FSN-OhUiMedal 16 
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UN TO DISCUSS FRESNO STATE CO-AUTHORED 
CASE STUDY OF SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY 
DROUGHT 

The United Nations will be discussing recommendations from a 

new report about climate change-related loss and damage, 

including a case study of how the San Joaquin Valley is coping 

with drought, dur ing the second UN Environment Assembly 

(UNEA2), May 23 to 27 in Nairobi, Kenya. 

The policy recommendat ions developed by Dr. Gil Harootunian, 

Fresno State director of University initiatives, focus on how the 

Valley can best cope with drought. They are featured in 

"Preventing the Avoidable, Dealing with the Unavoidable," 

published May 19 during the Science-Policy Forum at the 

UNEA2. The San Joaquin Valley is the only U.S. case study in the 

report. 

'This is a step forward in Fresno State 

realizing its goal to become the Water 

University,' not only at the national level but 

even at the international level• said Fresno 

State Provost Lynnette Zelezny. 

"Preventing the Avoidable, Dealing with the Unavoidable" 

analyzes five case studies around the world: extreme floods in 

India and Pakistan, the Drylands of East and West Africa, 

typhoons in the Philippines, a severe heat wave in France, and 

the four-year drought in the San Joaquin Valley. 

"Telling the story of the San Joaquin Valley in its own right 
makes clear the need for deliberate democratic management 

of water resources," said Harootunian. She is one of the lead 

authors of the United Nations Environmental Programme 

(U NEP) report. 

The UNEP report indicates that climate 

change has influenced broad climatic 

patterns. 'Veiy wise adaptations will be 

critical to have a thriving future for the San 

Joaquin Valley," Harootunian said. 'With 
education and commitment, the bounty of 

farming and the spectacular environment can 

remain the renewable gold of California." 

Harootunian also co-authored "Timeline: California Water 

Rights History: From the Feudal Age to 21st Century California" 

w ith Kees van der Geest, a colleague from the United Nations 

University, a global think tank dedicated to collaborative 

research and education to resolve the global problems of 

human survival, development and welfare. This report was 

developed to deepen understanding and awareness of water 

issues in the San Joaquin Val ley. 

For more information, contact Harootunian at 559.278.4850 or 

gharootunian@csufresno.edu. 

Related links: 

• UNEP report 

• "Timeline" report 

Download Adobe Acrobat Reader 

By Kathleen Schock I May 23rd, 2016 I Categories: RESEARCH I Tags: 
Climate Change, drought, research, United Nations. water I O Comments 
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UNIVERSITY RECEIVES $5 MILLION GRANT TO 
PROMOTE WATER AND ENERGY INNOVATION 

Spearheaded by the International Center for Water Technology, 

Fresno State has been awarded a $5 million grant from the 

California Energy Commission to establish the Central Valley 

Energy Innovation Cluster. 

The award will be used to provide key services, infrastructure 

and resources for energy entrepreneurs with the goal of 

successfully deploying and commercializing technologies and 

innovations in water and energy, said Or. David Zoldoske, 

executive director of water initiatives at Fresno State. 

'We will identify innovative entrepreneurs 

who are developing solutions to address the 

region's needs in the water-energy and food 

space and provide them with tools and 

direction to bring the technology to marker," 

Zoldoske said. 

The entrepreneurs will be offered a variety of services, 

including technology evaluation, proof-of-concept validation, 

advisory support, training. education and incubator services, as 

well as opportunities to connect with investors, industry 

leaders and potential customers. 

The Energy Commission's competitive grant establishes four 

innovation cluster regions: Los Angeles, San Diego, San 

Francisco Bay Area and the Central Valley - each connecting 

emerging technologies to region-specific needs and 

opportunities. The Central Valley Energy Innovation Cluster's 

primary focus is on water and ag technologies. 

The Valley provides water to over 20 million people and 7 

million acres of farmland and produces over 80 percent of the 

state's agricultural products. The region is challenged by acute 
needs to find solutions to its current energy and water 

demands. 

To effectively engage with entrepreneurs in the 39 counties 

included in the Central Valley Energy Innovation Cluster, a 

network of regional hubs has been established. The regional 

cluster hubs are located at California State University campuses 

in Bakersfield, Chico, Humboldt, Monterey Bay and 

Sacramento, and at the Sierra Business Council's Small 

Business Development Center in Truckee. 

The Fresno State team includes the Office of Community and 

Economic Development, the Lyles Center for Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship and the Water and Energy Technology 

Incubator. The partnership will represent an opportunity to 

engage regional stakeholders and leverage and maximize the 

region's vast assets and resources in structured framework and 

ultimately provide benefits and value to ratepayers. 

The Central Valley Energy Innovation Cluster will expand the 

existing programs and services available at the cluster hubs 

and link them to maximize regional planning and collaboration. 

Funding from the grant will also allow the Water and Energy 

Technology Incubator to double its dedicated office space from 

six to 12 companies and expand the "plug and play" space 

available to participating entrepreneurs. 

'This award is a big step to expanding the 

number of innovative new products and 

technologies that can improve our water, air, 

energy and food production practices," 

Zoldoske said. 'The Central Valley is already 

well known throughout the world for water 
and energy and with the region already being 

home to a robust ecosystem of 
entrepreneurs, industry, research and end­

users. This award will further spur innovation 

and commercialization. It will also serve as a 

vital educational tool for disadvantaged 

communities, as well as CSU faculty, staff and 

a workforce of 64 student interns that will be 

directly involved in this program." 

Providing quantifiable energy use benefits to disadvantaged 

communities is a key component to supporting economic 

development and innovation. Through outreach and 

educational programs, the cluster hubs will study energy use in 

disadvantaged communities and work to ensure a robust pool 

of innovators to address their energy challenges. 

By Shirley Armbruster I May 31st, 2016 I Categories: PRESS RELEASES, 
RESEARCH I Tags: California Energy Commission, Central Valley, Central 
Valley Energy Innovation Cluster, Energy, Fresno State, research, 

Technology, water I O Comments 
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SHRESTHA RECEIVES PRESIDENT OSAMA'S 
VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD 

Fresno State plant science professor Dr. Anil Shrestha received 

President Barack Obama's Volunteer Service Silver Award in 

recognition for his community seNice. 

The award is the nation's premier vo lunteer award and 

recognizes Americans making a positive impact. 

This week Shrestha will return to Nepal to volunteer in his 

academic specia lty for the third consecutive summer and will 

help scientists, faculty and students in Nepal develop skills in 

experimental designs and data analysis. 

"I consider myself very fortunate to be able to share my skills, 

knowledge and experience in a developing part of t he world 

that is fending off a looming crisis of uncertainties in 

agriculture and food security," Shrestha said. 

The President's Council on SeNice and Civic Participation 

started the awards program in 2003. It is managed by the 

Corporation for National and Community SeNice and Points of 

Light, an international nonprofit agency that inspires, equips 

and mobilizes people to take action to change the world. 

Shrestha teaches classes at Fresno State in plant health, plant 

science, biometrics, weed science, pest management and crop 

productivity. His primary research is in integrated vegetation 

management in agricultural and non-agricultural systems. 

He was also recently honored with Winrock's annual Vo lunteer 

Spirit Award for his dedication and contributions in creating the 

first weed science graduate program in Nepal with the 

Agriculture and Forestry University. On that same trip last 

summer, Shrestha hosted faculty biometric training sessions 

and gave guidance in grant writing, experimental design and 

data analysis to faculty and students in Nepal at the Uttarpani 

Technical School and Central Campus of Technology, Dharan. 

Shrestha's 2015 trip was sponsored by Winrock International, 

the U.S. Agency for International Development's Farmer-to­

Farmer program. In 2014, he hosted faculty biometric training 

sessions at three Tribhuvan University campuses in Nepal. 

"It is important for agricultural scientists to work globally," 

Shrestha said. "Invasive weeds further challenge the 

sustainability of agriculture and the environment in Nepal. I am 

honored to represent Fresno State in the noble cause of 

sustaining global food security to an area that's also recovering 

economically from a massive earthquake in 2015." 

For the next two months in Nepal, Shrestha will help teach a 

graduate course on herbicides and the environment and direct 

graduate students' thesis research at the Agriculture and 

Forestry University. He will also collaborate with scientists from 

the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center based 

in Nepal, Bangladesh and India and the International Rice 

Research Institute based in the Philippines. He will also help 

develop a training module to sustain cereal cropping systems in 

South Asia. 

Related Links: 

• Presidential SeNice Awards 

• August volunteer of the month 

By Geoffrey Thurner I May 24th, 2016 I Categories: ACADEMICS, PRESS 
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UNIVERSITY OPERA THEATRE AWARDED GRANT 
FOR CHILDREN'S PRODUCTION 

The Fresno State Opera Theatre was awarded $10,000 by the 

Central Valley Community Foundation to commission and 

produce a newly composed children's opera. 

The production is "Lucinda y las Flores de la Nochebuena" by 

composer Evan Mack and librettist Joshua McGuire. The grant is 
Fresno State's first in the area of opera for young audiences. 

A video about the production is available online . 

Dr. Anthony P. Radford, artistic director for Fresno State Opera 

Theatre and an associate professor of music, asked Mack and 

McGuire to write an original opera for children of the Central 

Valley after they collaborated on ''The Secret of Luca" in spr ing 

2014. 

'This is a special opportunity for Fresno State 

and the Central Valley to be involved in the 

creation of new opera," Radford said. 

The story they chose to adapt was a Mexican folk tale 

surrounding the use of poinsettias at Christmastime. They 

developed a coming of age story about a young girl named 

Lucinda who lives in central Mexico and works w ith her mother 

to make a blanket for the nativity scene on Christmas Eve. 

When her mother is too ill to complete the blanket, Lucinda 

uses only what she can find on the road on her way to church 

- a bouquet of weeds she picked. When she places the 
bouquet at the altar a miracle happens and the scene turns 

into pots of blooming poinsettias. Lucinda learns that everyone 

goes through tough times and when we give what we can, no 

matter how down we might feel or how humble the gift. every 

heart blooms. 

The production seeks to reach communities that would benefit 

from seeing original live opera theatre and will be preceded by 

learning tools and craft activities for ch ildren in grades K-6 that 

will aid teachers as they prepare their classes for the 

performances. The opera is interactive with audience members 

(children, teachers and possibly parents) participating in the 

acting and singing. The opera combines Mexican folk melodies 

with traditional Christmas carols and is mostly sung in English, 

but also incorporates Spanish. 

The Fresno State Opera Theatre will perform the 4S-minute 

opera at schools around Fresno County, opening at the Selma 

Arts Center in November. The opera will be seen by over 2,000 

children in the fall and will hold outdoor performances along 

with school site performances. 

Fresno State graduate voice and opera student Alejandra 

Tejeda will sing the lead role of Lucinda and senior voice 

student Chrysanthe Pappas will appear as her mother. 

Graduate voice student Ed Olivarez will appear as optimist 

"Nobody" and junior voice student Christopher Rodriguez will 
appear as the pessimist "Everybody." The opera will be directed 

by Radford. 

Mack (Skidmore College) and McGuire (Vanderbilt University) 

visited Fresno State in late March to workshop and revise the 

opera with students, and they will be involved in the continual 

development of the opera. 

By Eddie Hughes I May 16th, 2016 I Categories: ACADEMICS, PRESS 
RELEASES I Tags: Anthony P. Radford, Central Valley Community 
Foundation, children's opera. Evan Mack, Fresno State Opera Theatre, 

Joshua McGuire, Lucinda y las Flores de la Nochebuena I O Comments 

SHARE TH IS STORY, CHOOSE YOUR PLATFORM! 

• 
T 1n 

RELATED POSTS 

• WEST 
VIRGINIA 
AUTHOR 
W INS2016 
LEVINE PRIZE 
FOR POETRY 
January 10th, 2017 
I O Comments 

SERVICES SET 
FOR DR. 
PETRUCCI­
HALF-STAFF 
FLAG TRIBUTE 
JAN. 4 
December 29th, 

2016 I o 
Comments 

• DR. 
PET RUCCI, 
'FATHER' O F 
FRESNO 
STATE 
VIT/EN OLOGY, 
LEAVES 
IN TERNATION, 
LEGACY 
December 27th, 

2016 I o 
Comments 

aam1111m 
SECTIONS 

> ACADEMICS 

> CAMPUS & COMMUN11Y 

> RESEARCH 

> ALUMNI 

> PRESS RELEASES 

> FEATURED VIDEOS 

NEWS SOURCES 

> Fresno State Magazine 

> Community Newsletter 

> Fresno State 

> The Collegian 

> Bulldog Blog 

> Go Bulldogs 

> Videos 



about press releases media guide archives 

IJ> GIVENOW m 
FRESN@STATE 

Fresno State News 

ARMBRUSTER NAMED PUBLIC RELATIONS 
PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 

< Previous Next > 

ARMBRUSTER NAMED PUBLIC RELATIONS 
PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 

Shir ley Melikian Armbruster, associate vice president for 

University Communications at Fresno State, was honored as 

Professional of the Year by the Central California chapter of the 

Public Relations Society of America. 

During its Image Awards luncheon on May 12, the chapter also 

presented two other awards to Fresno State's Office of 

University Communications for work done in 2015. 

Armbruster was cited for her role in leading one of the largest 

and most award-winning teams of public relations practitioners 

in the Central Valley, as well as her work on national boards and 

councils responsible for advancing public relations and 

communications practices. 

She has been at Fresno State for 15 years and formerly worked 
in the news industry as a reporter and editor at The Fresno Bee 

and the Visalia-Times Delta. She has won numerous writing 

awards and twice was awarded fellowships from the National 

Press Foundation. 

PRSA Awards of Merit were presented to Fresno State for: 

• Magazine Article - "A Generation of Firsts: Changing the 

Educational Make-up of the Region," written by Eddie 

Hughes in the spring 2015 issue of Fresno State 

Magazine. 

• Video - "Fresno State Top Dog Alumni 2015 Awards" 
produced by Randy Haar, Domenick Satterberg and 

Kathleen Schock. 

The Image Awards are sponsored annually by the Central 

Ca lifornia Chapter of the Public Relations Society of American 

and recognize works of distinction by public relations 

professionals in the Central Valley. 

The Image Awards program takes entries from throughout the 

chapter's service area in Fresno, Kern, Kings, Madera, Mariposa, 

Merced, Tulare and San Luis Obispo counties. They were judged 

by members of a PRSA chapter in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

For more information contact Angel Langridge at 559.278.2795 

or angel@csufresno.edu. 
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