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Dr. Robert Kennedy holds a B.A in. Linguistics from the University of Ottawa, Canada, (1997) and a Ph.D. in Linguistics from the University of Arizona (2003), where he researched “Confluence in Phonology: Evidence from Micronesian Reduplication” for his doctoral dissertation. Following his Ph.D., he spent a year as a post-doctoral fellow at the Arizona Phonological Imaging Lab of the University of Arizona, using ultrasound to investigate articulatory research questions. Since 2004 he has worked as a researcher and lecturer at UC Santa Barbara, conducting research on coarticulation, reduplication, vowel harmony, nicknames, vowel acoustics, and California English.  Dr. Kennedy's current projects include explanations of allomorphic patterns in reduplication, perceptions and directions of change in California English, linguistic adaptiveness and repertoire in sports settings.

About Tonight’s Lecture

Language usage in the contexts of sports provides a unique opportunity to explore the relationship between social setting and linguistic structure. From the interactions that athletes and coaches have with each other to the narratives that journalists craft to describe sport activity as it unfolds, the goals of the participants have a profound influence on the linguistic forms that they use. This talk will present an overview of data from a variety of sports contexts that illustrate how particular linguistic structures (such as truncations, verbless clauses, or syntactic passives) emerge from the tension between time constraints and demands like team-building, story-telling, and disambiguation. This discussion serves as a useful reminder that the study of language variation entails so much more than simply the identification of different words that different groups, societies, or cultures use.
