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Today I was underway for the first day on the new project. I had
to stop for the traffic light at the next intersection beyond beyond
that memory-provoking building, where I spent so many, pleasant to re-
call days. While waiting for the signal light to change from stop to go,
I wondered who had been selected to replace me as supervisor of the rec-
reation project. Perhaps elimination of the program was now being con-
sidered because the need was fading with the ever increasing availability
of all kinds of jobs in wartime industries. Our country would now be
hard pressed to replace men and women being siphoned into military ser-
vice. There had been so. many people working on the program because they
did not want welfare. They were working because they wanted to earn their
own way and they felt better for it. Many had skills and abilities that
were sure to.,qualify them for responsible positions in a variety of new-
vacated or created employment opportunities. They would prove to be part
of the great reservoir of "know how" our country has always been able to
draw upon in times of need. I enjoyed the months I spent with the pro-
ject because there had been so many competent and likeable individuals
associated with its operation.

Would the path of my life ever intersect any of theirs again?

The traffic light turned green and the car ahead started across the
intersection while I began to.inch forward with my turn light indicating
a right turn and my eye on the oncomming traffic. I waited for passage
of three cars making left turms in front of me, then turned right follow-
ing them. Now I was traveling south and only two blocks from the little
restaurant where I planned to have breakfast.

Continuing on my way to my planned breakfast stop I found myself
involved in dual concentrations. I was observing the scene before me and
recalling the news of the day I had read in the morning paper, before
leaving the hotel, and fulfilling the necessary functions of driving the
car..l remembered reading the full menue of reports from the European
and Pacific war zones and feeling there was little to be encouraged about
in disclosures of actions in the Pacific. It.was my opinion that the
U.S. was now involved in widespread delaying actions, out in the Pacific,
to be continnued until we gathered strength and ;built up our forces for
retaliatory strikes against the enemy. The Japanese were attacking in
fierce fighting south of bomb wrecled Mandalay in Burma and had Cor-
regidor under siege in the Philippines, Strong American forces were now
arriving in Australia. An inevitable test of fighting stremgth was in
the offing.

The @ffects of the war was getting closer to each one of us with




