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There i¢ no plate glass to be bought in California at nre-
sent, and no firm will $ake orders with any promises attached
@8 to delivery. I had to take one of the modelers up to
San Simeon thie week and convince him that it was a "lovely
place® and then have him telephons from there back to the
shop that I'was veracious, baefore the cast-cemént crew would
agree to go up, These are examnles,

You ware evidently right about getting a country
trained builder, for I do not believe we could have held a
city wan. The 8an Francisco men s=nt down on the ®honus®
plan have nmesrly all come bagk, one turned bhack at San Sireon
some ot to the top of the htli and did not unpagk, and sone
stayed a week or mors, They all agreed that the living con-
d' tions, monay and food were all right, but they *didn't
like feeling so far away from things®, MNr. ¥ashburan is
picking uy %oountry" mem as fast as he can, as he says the
discontent of all hands cnaused by the last exveriment put
him bagk instead of forward,

\ The better wroad conditions have mades it nosaible
tc take up a rented concrete mixer of auitable size, which
was nyt possible bsfore, It was almost in nlaes yesterday,

-The $rucks vou ovdered for us arrvived lass
Friday, and {11 hedn a lot as one of the old ones is en-
tirely out of commisaion. T %old Mr. Washburn to hire =
faa who owna his own trusk to bring it and meke up Toxr this
088, -

_ The Steamer dldinot dissharge until the 3lst of
Harch., They bszan settl¥ngz  at the wharf in San Francisco
while loading and 80 tons had to he taken off hefore she
statted. Then sha soprung a leak trving to head in to San
Simeon on the way down and wet our nlaster and cement stored
below decks to be kept dry; and then lost two days making
anlanding and unloading on the way up, The Steamship
Company does not love us, ‘

The floor of House "B® is noured and the fxBdn
for the walls will be started this week, The reinforcenent
is three-quarters olaced im the fleor Tor "%, and concrete
work will go in next week. The walls and flooxs of the
lower story of "A® ars ready to pour; this is going to tuke
some time as they go way down the hililmide. The »lumbing
oiving is well along, .
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S I-gm sending you as a record the concrete
drawinss for all three houses as last revised, They
do not show finish,

‘With the oresent flest of trucks twenty-five
tons a day c¢an be hauled if all the trugks work all day on
teaming. There weras 800 tons in tha 1last shipment which
means 25 days $eaming, but undoubtedly there will be some
r-iny days, The next shioment on the 18%h will be 170 tons
ste, This leaves no trucks for hauling rock so that I have
asked ¥r, Washburn %o get two men who own trucks,.ons from
¥onterey and one from gan Luis Obispo, at so much »ner day
fgritigak and driver. He is looking out S6x another in
addition, /

 The tile for the roof and the men to »ut it on
are arranged for also everything in connection with
plumbing and $iling of bath rooms, In fact, both plumuing
Tfixtures and tile are down there,

. As regards fTloor tile we oan get an effeet very
much 1ike in the vhotograph of the room in the Villa
Palmerie whish vou sent, with the 8 x 123 dark redish tiles
I wrote you of, I thought by using these in the large roonms
and the pattern tile and smaller square $ile in some bed
rooms we could zet a ®4dh and satisfactory floor.

It is the only chance we have as not other tile
in colors ¢:n be had here this summer, and no order gimen
to an eastern firm could be filled in time to meet the
v?rieuc shi ning oconditions even were it for fall insiead
o1 Summer . :

Yours very truly,
J¥:DP




