


M E D IE V A L S P A N I S H  A R T
ARTHUR BYNE  

Pa s e o  d e  l a  c a s t e l l a n a . 19

, Cable Address M A D R I D
STAPLEY-MADRID

William Randolph Hearst, Esq. 
Los Angeles, C a l i fo r n ia

Dear Hr.Hearst;

Enclosed herewith please find 
sketches and d e ta i l  photographs o f  a domical 
wooden c e l l i n g  which I have ju s t  brought to 
7a d r id . I f  you w i l l  r e f e r  to P late  LV1 ( l e f t )  
o f  Byne & S ta p le y 's  Decorated Wooden C e il ings  
in  Spain you w i l l  get a good idea o f  th is  type 
o f  c e i l i n g .  As a rule tney were used over s t a i r  
h a l l s  but th is  i s  not o b l ig a to ry .

I have never been able to secure 
one o f  th is  type before  fo r  which reason i t  
should be a valuable example in your c o l l e c t i o n .  
The approximate dimensions o f  the h a l l  or  room 
are 22 fe e t  s ix  inches square; the opening o f  
the well  17 fe e t  6 inches in diameter. As you 
w i l l  read ily  understand th is  g a l le ry  makes a 
charming fea tu re .

The c e i l i n g  i s  a l l  dismounted and 
ready fo r  immediate shipment. The p r ice ,  due to 
the further deprec ia t ion  o f  the peseta, i s  §6,500. 
(SIX THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED). 1 needn't  t e l l  
you that th is  i s  cheap.

With kindest regards, b e l iev e  me,

S incerely  yours,

C
0 Miss Morgan 

P
Y

RENAISSANCE

O ct .3rd, 
1 9  3 0

Reference DOMICALCEIL



M E D IE V A L

Cable Address 
STAPLEY-MADR1D

S P A N I S H  A R T
ARTHUR BYNE

PASEO DE LA CASTELLANA, 19 

MADRID

R E N A I S S A N C E

O ct. 6th, 
1 9  3 0

William Randolph Hearat, Esq. 0
Los Angeles, C a l i fo rn ia  P Miss Morgan

P
Dear Mr.Hearst; 1

I am en c los in g  herewith two p r o je c t s  
o f  considerable  importance and in t e r e s t .  The f i r s t  
i s  a l i t t l e  Gothic facade from the town o f  Arcos d© 
la  Frontera in  Andalucía, the second an early  Renais­
sance porta l  from Honda,

The photos o f  the l i t t l e  Gothic facade 
arc very inadequate but as the s t re e t  i s  only two 
meters wide comprehensive photography was next to 
im possib le .  The width o f  the facade i s  24 f e e t .  The 
material i s  a sort  o f  coarse grey gran ite ,  in  per­
f e c t l y  sound con d it ion .  The c h ie f  g lory  o f  the com­
p o s i t i o n  i s  the r ich  Gothic window at the top .  Even 
with the very favorable  exchange I ca n 't  say that I 
f ind  th is  cheap (the owner knows i t s  va lu e ) ;  on the 
other hand where i s  one to find a l i t t l e  Got 1 c  facade 
to-day? P r ice  516,500. (S ixteen thousand f i v e  hundred)

The Renaissance p o r ta l ,  which i s  in  
r e a l i t y  a facade a lso ,  i s  shown to  b e t te r  advantage.
The dimensions are c le a r ly  given in  meters. The d e t a i l  
o f  the busts over the door are p a r t i c u la r ly  f in e ;  l i k e ­
wise the crowning m oti f .  The stone i s  o f  smooth grain 
l i k e  our sandstone and warm in c o l o r .  The p r ic e  o f  
th is  facade I consider  very f a i r ;  -,9,000 (Nine Thousand)

Reference f o r  Gothic facade GGTHFACADE
i

Reference f o r  Renaissance RENFACADE

Awaiting your d e c is io n  and with kindest 
regards, b e l ie v e  me,

S incere ly  yours,



r

M E D IE V A L

Cable Address 
STAPLEY'iMADRID

S P A N I S H  A R T

ARTHUR BTNE
PASEO DE LA CASTELLANA 19 

M.A.X) R . I D

R E N A I S S A N C E

O ct . 13th 
1 9  3 0

VA 111am Randolph Hearst, Esq. 
137 R ivers ide  Drive,
New York City

G
0 Miss Morgan 

P 
Y

Dear Mr.Hearst;

On May 15th, by cab le ,  you ordered 
a canopy oak bed dated 157®. My o r ig in a l  p r ice  
f o r  th is  bed was $1,800 but in  the end, in con­
s id e ra t io n  o f  other purchases, I accepted your 
o f f e r  o f  $1,500.

In the rush o f  other work three 
months passed before  the bed was cleaned up and 
waxed. Now i t  develops that the bed ia  not only 
dated but signed by i t s  maker -  Ju lian  Morin. But 
o f  s t i l l  greater  importance, on the other s ide ,  
i t  i s  in scr ibed :  MBOISE, MARIE P.M. CHARLES IX

In other words a French royal bed 2 s\
from the Chateau o f  Ambolse. How the bed came to 
Spain i s  a mystery o f  course . I am delighted  that 
i t  has fa l l e n  to  you. I t  w i l l  be shipped within 
a few days.

I would ask as a favor ,  in view o f  
my sp e c ia l  in te r e s t  in h i s t o r i c  p ie ce s ,  that i f  
ever you cease to  be Interested  in  the bed to  l e t  
me know and I w i l l  be glad to  give you what you 
paid fo r  i t .

Curiously enough a few months before  
I purchased the bed I bought a b e a u t i fu l  p e t i t -p o in t  
valance which I have s ince  discovered came o r i g i n ­
a l ly  from the very bed. I f  you wish the valance the 
p r i c e  1® $700. I t  i s  22 fe e t  long and 20 inches deep.
To re fre sh  your memory I enclose a photograpg o f  
the bed.

Thanking you fo r  your a tten t ion ,  I am,

S in c e r e ly ,



M E D IE V A L RENAISSANCE

Cqble Address 
STAPLEY-MADRID

S P A N I S H  A R T
ARTHUR. BYNE

PASEO DE LA CASTELLANA. 19 

M A D R I D
0 c t .l4 th  

1 9  3 0

William Randolph Hearst, Esq.
137 R iverside  Drive,
New York City

G
0 Miss Morgan 

P
Y

Dear Mr.Hearst;

This confirms my cab le  o f  to -day ;

JUST FOUND 350 YARDS STRIPED GOLD AND GREEN MAJORCAN 
SHAGGY VELVET LONG PANELS AND FRIEZE -  ENOUGH TO 
HANG ROOM 20 by 40 FEET 16 FEET HIGH - RARE AND 
BARGAIN REPLY URGENT - PRICE |8,500 -  Syne

The fa c t  i s  I consider  th is  an oppor­
tun ity .  These hangings formed the wall coverings 
fo r  the chapel o f  the Convent o f  the Dominicans in  
Toledo. The s tr ip s  are 26 inches wide and 14 fee t  
high ( t o t a l  o f  56 s t r i p s ) .  In add it ion  there i s  a 
h or izon ta l  f r i e z e  o f  the same material which i s  26 
inches deep.

The co lo r in g  i s  most agreeable, each 
s t r ip  or panel divided in to  f i v e  v e r t i c a l  s t r ip es  
o f  a lternate  s o f t  green and g o ld -co lo re d  s i l k .  This 

or can v e lv e t  i s  somewhat l ik e  a heavy ve lour  in 
character except that i t  i s  a l l  s i l k .  I t  i s  rare 
indeed to f ind  ifa quantity .  In our work Spanish 
I n te r io r s  and Furniture ( V o l . l ,  P late  72) there i s  
a room in Majorca shown hung with th is  v e lv e t ,  though 
o f  quite  a d i f f e r e n t  pattern.

Due to the depreciated exchange th is  
l o t  may be had to-day at a f igu re  50$ below i t s  market 
value. P rice  $8,500

Thanking you fo r  your a tten t ion ,  I am 
with kindest regards,

S incere ly  y_ours,



Exerpt from Mr.Byne's l e t t e r  dated O c t .23,1930

'’ The drawings of the two Gothic c e i l in g s  were mailed several days 
ago; today I am mailing under separate cover d e ta i l  photographs o f  
the c e i l i n g s .  Needless to point out to you that these are two examples 
o f  the f i r s t  water; I never again expected to see anything as fine as 
the smaller o f  the two. Please don 't  o f f e r  me le s s  than the quoted 
p r ice  on these c e i l i n g s .  In the f i r s t  place they are worth double 
what I ask, and next when I made the pr ice  we were g e t t in g  10.50 to the 
d o l la r ;  today we are r e ce iv in g  only 9 pesetas.



M E D IE V A L

P
S P A N I S H  A R T

Cable Address

ARTHUR BYNE
PASEO DELA CASTELLANA 19 

M A D R I D

STAPLEY-MADRID

\ >

RENAISSANCE

Oct.22nd,
1 9  3 0

William Randolph Hearst, Esq. (Miss Morgan)
San Simeon, C a l i fo rn ia

Ordered Object Price

1 9  3 0
Feb. 9th * Sumptuous g i lded  c e i l in g ,  Mudejar £ 13,000.

(shipped O ct .1s t ,  vans 1Q,11,& 12)

Feb. 9th 1 Order o f  bedspreads and runners
(shipped 'ay 12th,vans 1 & 2) ^ J  /.

Feb. 9th v Painted Majorcan fr ieze ,can va s
(shipped Peb.lQth, S. 8 . Warehouse)

2,233.

3 ,0 0 0 .

■*pr,16th v Pair Romanesque stone co rb e ls  400.
(shipped May 12th, vans 1 & 2)

May 5th /  Set o f  30 Renaissance c h o i r s t a l l s  
(shipped May 12th, vans 1 & 2)

12,000.

y, ■2 SI le ay 15th Royal Bed o f  Charles IX, France 
(held pending d e c is io n  on valance;

1,500.

X1 , ; Z W  k May 19th ^Alcantara wooden Refectory  c e i l in g  
(shipped June 28th,vans 7 ,8  & 9)

s 1 000 #

May 19th V.rought iron Renaissance G r i l l e ,  
(shipped June 28th, vans 5 & 6/

12,000.

v p ix  'P * ) May 19thç Painted Gothic C e i l ing  ’’ Barbastro” 
(snipped June 4th, vans 2 & 4)

14,000.

May 1 9 th ‘
1 '

^Mudejar c e i l in g  " S ta la c t i t e "  
(shipped June 1st ,  vans 2 & .4)

4,000.

2 /^ /7
/ •

May 19th L i t t l e  oor ish  c e i l in g ,  '’M oorishcell  2,000. 
(shipped June 1 s t ) , vans 2 & 4

V. ay 22nd Set o f  200 gold lu s tre  t i l e s  
(shipped June 1s t ,  vans 2 & ^

1.650.
i 7 1 , 763.00

Received Four payments o f  ftl7,0Q0 each
Balance due

68,000. 
f  37793.00“



M E D IE V A L S P A N I S H  A R T RENAÌSSANCE

Cable Address 
STAPLEY-MADRID

ARTHUR BYNE
PASEO DE LA CASTELLANA 19 

M A D R I D
Oct. 23rd,

1 9 3 0

William Randolph Hearst, Esq. c
San Simeon, C a l i fo rn ia  q  Miss Morgan

P
Dear Mr.Hearst; Y

I acknowledge r e c e ip t  o f  your radio  
o f  the 21st in which you in s tru ct  me to draw on you 
in  New York f o r  the September installment (£17 ,000) .  
i regret  having had to cable  you f o r  the money but 
the fa c t  o f  the matter i s  I was faced with heavy 
payments on a l l  sides and had to  appeal to you fo r  
h e lp .

Enclosed herewith please find a state­
ment to date. I have chosen to employ the £68,000 
( fo u r  monthly installm ents o f  £17,000 each; against 
only such purchases as have been actua l ly  shipped.
The only exception  to th is  i s  the French roya l  bed 
dated 1573 which I am hold ing  pending your d e c is io n  
on the p e t i t  point valance. As explained in my l e t t e r  
o f  Oct.13th th is  valance o r ig in a l ly  belonged to the 
bed but cam© to l ig h t  a f t e r  the bed had been submitted 
to  you. The p r ice  o f  the valance i s  $800.

You w i l l  note that t h e i r  i s  a balance 
due me o f  £3,783. on tlids9 shipped orders.

A

Referring to  my l i s t  o f  May 20th in which 
i ennumerated a l l  your orders to  date i t  i s  evident 

that three orders remained u n f i l l e d ;  - the great painted 
c e l l i n g  o f  Campos ($12,000, and which i s  to serve as 
material f o r  various cei l in gs )  ; the set o f  Gothic s t a l l s  
over which the Spanish State and the Vatican are s t i l l  
wrangling; and the monastery o f  Alcantara.

This week I hope to  s tart  the dem olit ion  1 
o f  t h e c e i l i n g  (we were delayed there by Episcopal 

d i f f i c u l t i e s ) .  The Gothic c h o i r s t a l l s  w i l l  have to r p i t  
u n t i l  tnere i s  a change in the p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  in  J  
Spain. As to  the Monastery i t  proved advisable  to pur­
chase the property outr ight before  commencing operations 
and that has taken the greater  part o f  s ix  months to 
accomplish owing to the searching out o f  the t i t l e  and 
minor l i t i g a t i o n s .

in the meanwhile 1 have sent you a number 
o f  in te r e s t in g  new p ro je c t s  some o f  which I am sure w i l l  
a t t ra c t  your a t ten t ion .  With kindest regards, be l ieve  me,



M E D IE V A L  S P A N I S H  A R T  RENAISSANCE

ARTHUR BYNE
PASEO BE LA CASTELLANA.19

Cable Address M A D R I D
STAPLEY-MADRID

William Randolph Hesrst, Esq.
San Simeon, C a l i fo rn ia

Dear Mr.Hearet;

In confirmation o f  my cable to -day :

JUST FOUND PAINTED GOTHIC CEILING OVER HUNDRED FEET 
LONG SEVENTEEN WIDE COMPOSED TWENTYSEVEN MASTERBEAMS 
ON CORBELS BARGAIN AT PRESENT EXCHANGE SEVENTEEN 
THOUSAND DOLLARS -  STAPLEY

The fa c t  i s  two f in e  Gothic c e i l in g s  
were brought to  l ig h t  in  an old c a s t le  near Palencia . 
I mention only one in the cable because you have been 
look ing  fo r  a long c e i l i n g ;  the other though f in e r  
in quality  measures JO fe e t  long by 22 fe e t  wide.

1 enclose herewith drawings o f  the two 
c e i l i n g s ;  a glance w i l l  ind ica te  that they are o f  
museum q u a l i ty .  Both are painted from beginning to 
end and date from the best period o f  Spanish c e i l in g  
making - that i s  the end o f  the 15th century. I f  not 
in terested  X would appreciate  a cable  as I w i l l  then 
submit them to the various American museums. The 
resp ec t ive  p r ice s  are as fo l low s :

C e i l in g  102 f t .  long (re fe ren ce  LONGCEIL; ¿17,000. 
C e i l ing  28 f t .  long ( " CASTLEGElL) £11,000,

These are the net p r i c e s .  Under normal 
exchange cond it ions  I ce r ta in ly  would have to  ask 
h a l f  again as much f o r  c e i l in g s  o f  th is  importance.

I would appreciate  d e c is io n s  on the num­
erous p ro je c t s  now pending. Loewi o f  Venice comes 
to  Madrid next month and I don 't  want him to  carry 
o f f  anything you might be in teres ted  i n . -

With kindest regards, be l ieve  me,

O ct.26th  
1 9  3 0

S incere ly  yours



R E N A I S S A N C EM E D IE V A L  S P A N I S H  A R T

ARTHUR BYNE
PASEO D ELA CASTELLANA. 19

Cable Address M A D R I D
STAPLEY-MADRID

O ct. 29th 
1 9  3 0

William Randolph Hearst, Esq . 
San Sineon, C a l i fo rn ia

Dear Mr, Hearst;

C
0 Miss Morgan 

F 
Y

Repeat your cable received yesterday;

BYNE PLEASE OFFER SEVENTHOUSAND FOR RENFACADE STOP 
THINK GOTHFACADE MUCH TOO EXPENSIVE STOP IS ESCUTCHEON 
ON RENFACADE RESTORED - HEARST

Confirm my cable reply  o f  to -day :

PESETA RECUPERATING CANNOT TURNOVER RENFACE UNDER 
EI0HTH0U3AHD (d o l la r s )  STOP TRYING TO REDUCE GOTHFACE 
TO FOURTEEN THOUSAND (d o l la r s ;  STOP LONGCEIL DRAWINGS
AND PHOTOGRAPHS ENROUTE - STAPLEY

From our point  o f  view i t  i s  o f  course 
unfortunate that the peseta has r isen  in value o ther ­
wise I might have secured the Renaissance facade in  
the Seven Thousand d o l la r s  you o f f e r e d .  But i t  i s  
s t i l l  a bargain. As to  the escutcheon you question 
i t  has been on the house f o r  the l a s t  f i f t y  years but 
i s  not part o f  the o r ig in a l  f a b r i c ;  however I have 
a number o f  stone escutcheons and w i l l  supply one 
that i s  more in character .  You have a good eye!

The drawings o f  the two Gothic c e i l in g s  
were mailed several days ago; to-day I am mailing 
under separate cover d e t a i l  photographs o f  the ceillngp 
Needless to  point out to  you that these are two ex­
amples o f  the f i r s t  water; I never again expected to  
see anything as f in e  as the smaller o f  the two.

Please d o n 't  o f f e r  me le s s  than the quoted 
p r ice  on these c e i l i n g s .  In the f i r s t  p lace  th ^  are 
worth double what I ask, and next when I made the 
p r ice  we were g e t t in g  10.50 to the d o l la r ;  to-day we 
are re ce iv in g  only 9 pesetas.

Thanking you fo r  your 
kindest regards, b e l ie v e  me,

a tten t ion  and with 

S incer e l y ,


