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ANC HONORS DR. DICKRAN KOUYMJIAN AS
“MAN OF THE YEAR”

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian,, the Haig & Isabcl
Berberian Endowed Chair of Armenian
Studies at California State University.
Fresno. was honored as “Man of the Ycar”
by the Central California Chapter of the
Armenian National Committec, at its annual
banquet on Sunday. March 5. 2000. Dr.
Kouymjian was recognized for his work as
Director of thc Armenian Studies Program at
Fresno State and his continuing rescarch and
study of the religion. art, language and
historv of the Armiciiian pcoplie.

The ncarly threc hundred gucsts were
welcomed by Master of Ceremonics. Berj
Apkarian. who gave a bricf overview of the
activitics of the local ANC. Father Vahan
Gosdanian, pastor of Holy Trinity Armenian
Apostolic Church, offcred the blessings and
ANC mcmber Hygo Ohanessian sang the
Stars Spangled Banner and Mcr Haircnik.
Mcher  Chekerdemian,  Chairman  of  the
A.RF. Tchlcrian Gomidch, welcomed the
gucsts and commented bricfly about the
parallels of the Armenian Studics program
goals and the goals of the ANC. Mr.
Chekerdemian  also  commended  Dr.
Kouymjian for his work in that arcna.

Fresno Stated Associated Students President
Arakel Arisian. spoke of the mutual respect
that exists between Dr. Koumjian and his
students. Hc added that the students say
“He is a brlliant man—he knows
cverything!”  Appropriatcly. Arisian madc
part of his remarks in Armenian.  Arisian is
a product of the Armenian Studics Program.

The afternoon’s program also included a
string quartet from Clovis schools that
performed sclections by Gomitas Vartabed.

Steve Samuclian, District  Director  to
Congressman George Radanovich,
introduced a number of local public
officials. including Fresno Mayor Jim
Patterson. who presented Dr. Kouvmjian
with a Resolution declaring Sunday, March
5, 2000 as “Dickran Kouymjian Day™ in
Fresno.  Also in attendance was a six
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member visiting team of educators from the
Yerevan State University in Armenia. The
Rector/President of the University, Dr.
Radick Martirossian,  presented  Dr.
Kouymjian with a gold medal from the
University and remarked about his
recognition as one of the leading
academicians and scholars in the research
and study of Armenian art, religion,
language and history.

Dr. Kouymjian also received a
resolution of commendation from State
Assemblywoman Sarah Reyes.  Richard
Darmanian, chairman of the local ANC,
presented the traditional ANC “Man of the
Year” plaque. A large number of letters and
messages of  congratulations and
commendations  were  received  from
colleagues, friends, and relatives.

Dr. Kouymjian thanked the ANC for
selecting him as the Man of the Year. “1
would like to believe that this award is as
much for the Armenian Studies Program
which I established at Fresno State 23 years
ago, as it is for me. If my presence in this
city has meant anything, it must surely be
for trying to permanently institutionalize the
teaching of Armenian subjects to a broad
populace from the Central Valley. In the
past 23 years, more 5000 students of all ages
have enrolled in our courses. I hope that
those I have taught have learned more than
the facts about Armenian history, literature
and art. | hope that they have taken away a
method for studying such disciplines.” Dr.
Kouymyjian continued his remarks by saying:
“] am being honored today by an
organization, which has a mission and a
clear purpose. For decades the Armenian
National Committee has served as a
promoter of what one might loosely call
Armenian rights, both for the diasporan
community in the United States and
collectively for an entire nation that has
suffered the catastrophe of genocide in this
century. In honoring, once again, a scholar
from this community along  with
congressmen and diplomats....I hope my
willingness to engage in matters vital to the
well being of Armenians, to speak out as an
academic on sensitive issues pertaining to
our past and present history is also being
recognized.”

[
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suBJECT KOUYMJIAN INTIATED INTO PHI KAPPA PHI

On April 20, 1999, Chapter 062, of
the national Honor Society of Phi
Kappa Phi, held its 87th initiation.
Forty-seven graduate students
and 184 undergraduate students
representing all disciplines at
Fresno State were initiated into the

Society. To be recognized and

" invited for membership by Ch
062, a graduate student m
plete their program with
tion, representing a minim
3.90 grade point average, s
undergraduate student mu
completed a minimum of 90
| of credit, 21 at Fresno State,

| atleast a 3.50 grade point averg
| The chapter also recogr

and pictorial displays of chapter
activities. During the reception,
the chapter's new promotional
video, created by member
Candace Egan, was shown.
Over 500 people attended the
event which has become the larg-
est academic event outside of
duation exercises offered by

999 University Scholar Award
presented to Dic

Dean of the Scho
and Humen Devélog
Carol Munshower,
International Student'S ,
Programs, faculty mem
James Highsmith, Professor
- Finance and Business Law,
“ Juan Serrano, Professor of Mu
and stadf member Robert Fra
Head Women's Track Coach.
The event opened with an Hon

the national office
$250" honorarium from the
apter.

Throughout the week the univer-
ity's carillon bells played the Phi
appa Phi Centennial March,

liss, a student chapter member,
recognize National Phi Kappa

Reception, with music provided by
' the university's Brass Quintet, un-
der the direction of Professor
Richie Clendenin. On display

. were many of the chapter's awards
and recognition, historical exhibits,

Phi Week, to commemorate the
chapter's initiation event and to
usher in the free noon hour pres-
entations provided to the campus
community by the chapter.

omposed by John Marshall
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Armenian Church
Is Focus for CSUF

Two-Day Course

FRESNO - A two-day course
on the Armenian Church is being
offered by the Extended Education
Division of California State Uni-
versity, Fresno on Feb. 11, 5to 10
p.m.,and Feb. 12,9 a.m.to Sp.m.,
in Room 110 of the University's
Social Science Building.

The course will examine the
history of the Armenian Church,
the customs, traditions, and the
rites of the oldest Christian Church
in the world.

The instructor is Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, Lecturer in the De-
partment of Foreign Languages
and Lit®ratures at CSUF. He has
also taught courses on Armenian
language and culture in the Arme- -
nian Studies Program.

The fee is $40, non-credit.

Additional information and reg-
istration forms are available by
calling the Division of Extended
Education, (559) 278-0333. Early
registration is recommended as
class size is limited.
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Armenian Architecture

Is Focus for Course  ~

..FRESNO- A course on Arme-
num Architecture is being offered
this spring at the Division of Ex-
tended Education at Cahfomna

. State University, Fresno. .

‘The cousse, taught by Dickran
KM@ -Ph.D.; Professor and
Coordinator of Armeniah Studies
at CSUF, will examine. the history
‘and development of Arméian ar-
chitecture pmented in the eontext' :
of early Christian architeeture.,

The workshop is scheduled. for
three Fridays, Feb. 25, March3 &
.10, from 5-10 p.m., and three Sat-
urdays, Feb. 26, March 4. & 11,
from 9 a.m. to 5pm. in Room 101
.ofshe University's Industnal Tech-
nalogy Building.

“The fee is $40, non-credit.

For more information, and reg-
1stratlon, call (559) 278-0333
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Barlow Der Mugrdechian to Teach
Course on The Armenian Church

Barlow Der Mugrdechian of
the Armenian Studies Program
will be teaching a one-unit
weekend course, Armenian
Studies 120T- The Armenian
Church, on Friday, February 11
and Saturday, February 12. The
class begins at 5:00 p.m. in the
Social Sciences building, Room
110.

The course will introduce
students to the history, doc-
trines, tradition, and customs of
the Armenian Apostolic
Church. The Church will cele-

brate the 1700th anniversary of _

the Christianization of Arme-
nia in 2001.

Slides and videos will be
used to illustrate the Divine
Liturgy, the ceremony of the
Blessing of the Holy Muron,
and other important occasions
in the Armenian Church. A

-visit to a local Armenian
Church is also part of the two-
day course.

Der Mugrdechian will also
talk about the customs and

traditions associated with the
celebration of  Armenian
Christmas in Jerusalem. He
visited Jerusalem in January of
this year and participated in the
festivities associated with the
2000th anniversary of the birth
of Christ. His Holiness Karekin
II, Catholicos of .All Armeni-
ans, presided over the events
held in the Basilica of the Na-
tivity in Bethlehem, at which
President Kocharian of the Re-
public of Armenia was also
present.

Der Mugrdechian teaches
Armenian Studies and lan-
guage for the Armenian Studies
Program at Fresno State.

The course is open to the
public for a non-credit fee of
$40. The course may also be
taken for credit through Ex-
tended Education at Fresno
State.

For more information on
the course, please contact the
Armenian Studies Program at
278-2669.

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93740

Februatys 2, 2000
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Der Mugrdechian to Teach Course
on “The Armenian Church”

FRESNO, CA - Badow.Der Mugsdechian of the Armenian
Studies Program will be teaching a one-unit weekend course,
Armenian Studies 120T - The Armenian Church, on Friday, Feb-
ruary 11 and Saturday, February 12. The class begins at 5:00
p.m. in the Social Sciences Building, Room 110.

The course will introduce students to the history, doctrines,
tradition, and customs of the Armenian Apostolic Church. The
Church will celebrate the 1700th anniversary of the
Christianization of Armenia in 2001.

Slices and videos will be used to illustrate the Divine Lit-
urgy, the ceremony of the Blessing of the Holy Muron, and other
important occasions in the Armenian Church. A visit to a local
Armenian Church is also part of the two-day course.

Der Mugrdechian will also talk about the customs and tradi- -
tions associated with the celebration of Armenian Christmas in
Jerusalem. He visited Jerusalem in January of this year and
participated in the festivities associated with the 2000th anni-
versary of the birth of Christ. His Holiness Karekin 11, Catholicos
of All Armenians, presided over the events held in the Basilica
of the Nativity in Bethlehem, at which President Kocharian of
the Republic of Armenia was also present.

Der Mugrdechian teaches Armenian Studies and languages
for the Armenian Studies Program at Fresno State.

The course is open to the public for a non-credit fee of $40.
The course may also be taken for credit through Extended Edu-
cation at Fresno State.

More information on the course, please contact the Armenian
Studies Program at 278-2669.
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ANCto H Fres, will ' Horored by the-

Central California ANC. .
D'Ckfan Kou!m'llan "He'is sélected as “Man of

"1 F’l' esno TR ‘the Year” award recipient. -
. FRESNQ- > Dr. Dickran Tl event'will take place on
Kouwi X Hatg Berberian Sunday March 5, at 1 p.m., at
Professor and Head. of the Ar-. TorNino’s Banquet hall, 5080
menian Studies -Program at N. Blackstone Fresno. =
California State University of Donatlon is $50 per person
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[ ]
American
Premiere of
Chukhadjian’s

- ) ' P o

Arshak IT in

o . ) . ° .
San Francisco
'SAN FRANCISCO - General Director Lotfi
Mansouri "announced this week that San
Francisco Opera will present the American
debut. .of Armenian composer  Tigran
Chukhadjian’s  Arshak I7 during = the
.2201/2002 Season at the War Memorial Opera

House. The opera will be performed for the first
time in the -composer’s original version and

sung in Armenian for six performances, coin-

ciding with the celebrations surrounding the
1,700th year anniversary of Armenia’s adoption
of Christianity. ,

_“I first heard the rich tradition of Armenian
music as a young boy in Persia, where
Armenian musicians and artists were also my
first exposure to Western classical music, and I
am-delighted to have the opportunity to bring
this unique work by a currently little known
-composer to. Western audiences,” said
Mansouri, “This opera is full of spectacle,
- pageantry, political intrigue and betrayal in the
grand operatic tradition of Verdi, of whom

Chukhadjian was a contemporary and great

admirer.” He continued, “I believe that San
Prancisco. audiences will find Arshak I a
delightful part of the operatic repertoire and I
‘hope to see this work produced by other com-
. panies throughout the world.”
.. In  association - with this project, ‘San
Francisco Opera has formed a Cultural
“-Advisory Committee made up of distinguished
scholars. who are professional authorities, -on
Afthénian history; literaturé, art and cultire.
“This committee will be available to advise the
company in the process of developing its pro-
duction of the opera. The members of the com
mittee are: Richard Hovannisian, professor of
Armenian and Near Eastern history, University
of California, Los Angeles; Lucy Der Manuelian,
- professor of Armenian art and architecture,

| ] ing the

.+ In 1997, ‘Gerard Svaslian, a violinist in the
San Fraincléco Opera: Orchiestra Began explor-

ed to appoint an Arshak If Liaison Committee
chaired. by “Julle ‘Kuthanjian- and " Denise
LaPointe to interface between the opera, the
Armenian. community and-the community at

large: They:are spearhedding efforts:to Pprepare

and coordinate a rich and exciting collection of

activities: for the bperfing wekeénd; inclading a

gala,jpd .pther: givic.ax;d cultural events, David .

Balabanian, Arshak II Liajson Committee mem-
ber _commented, “With so . many : operas . to
~choosé from, including many. by - wellknown
composers that are never performed, it is
remarkable and wonderful that one ‘of the
world’s leading opera companies has chosen to

- perform Arshak II”
Composed in 1868 to an Italian libretto by
the Armenian poet Tovmas R. Terzian. (who
" later published his Italian text along with an
Armenian - translation), Arshak I7 is loosely
based on historical events in Armenia during
‘the'dth ceptury surrounding the violent strug:
Bles waged by King Arshak for national unifica-
‘tion during a period of bitter internal revolts
and - external hostilities with Persia ard
_.Byzantium. The opera was not produced during
the composer’s lifetime because of its large
artistic demands and tension with the Turkish

‘authorities, who were unfavorable towards .

‘Works exploring subjects of Armenia cultural
- heritage or history. Fragments of the work were
5prese‘nte‘dviin concert in Venice, Paris, Vienna
and Constantinople, often in Italian rather than

- “After the music was rediscovered in the
! '1930s, a ‘completely reworked opera based
‘loosely on the original materials was prepared
by muysicologists Alexander Shahverdian and
:Levon: Khodja-Eynatian in Armenian_ rather

that. Halian, using a completely new libretto
' ‘with various plot and character alterations,
authored by the Soviet writer-director Armen
Gulakian. This new opera was staged for the
first time in Armenia in 1945, and reflected the
modem\ist«political viewpoint of the day. The

~of-a production with

Armenian. It was then forgotten and believed to
belost < '
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operamt populanty inArmeniainthe 7he GoMmeﬂt Inspector), Kyose Kyoklw‘a

postwar, period, and. it remains .an important
part of the meportoire of the Yerevan Opera and
San Francisco Opera’s performances will rep-

resent the world premiere of the opera in a

restoration. to its original form as-composed by

Chukhadjian, with a new performing edition

prepared by musicologist Haig Avakian and dra-
maturg Gerald Papasian. ‘

About the coimposer

Tigran Chukhadjian (1837-1898) was a com-

- Poser, ‘conducter and teacher, and is the

founder.’ of ' Armenian opera. Born in
Constantinople, he received his musical educa-
tion at the Milan Conservatory. Greatly influ-
enced by Verdi, Chukhadjian spent his creative
life in Constantinople and Armenia, where he
was.a member of the Armenian Musical Society
and published the journal, The Armenian Lyre.
He also helped found a local symphony and
orchestra. In 1868 he completed Arshak I, his
most well known opera, with a libretto by
Tommaso R. Terzian, His other operas include
the comic work Arif (based on Gogol's comedy

(The. Balding Elder) and Lelebidi (The Pea
Seller), as  well as.the. more serious works
Zemire (1880) and Indiana (1897), He -also
composed a number of- orchestral chamber
works, and the earliest Armenian piano pieces.
Chukhadjian was an important figure in the cul
tur‘a‘lhistoryoftheNearEa'st.Hewastheﬁrst
composer to incorporate the special features of
Armenian folk music into European musical
forms: The Italians called him “il Verdi Armeni,”
while the Paris press referred to -him as “the
Eastern Offenbach.” He died" on February 25,
1898 in Smyma. [From The New Grove

 Dictionary of Music)

Perfonn'ancsofAishakIIwilltakeplaoéthe
2001/2002 Season, to be announced in
Decemberofthisyear.Mansouﬁismmntlyaudi-
tioning singers throughout the United States and
Europeforthemtofthe'opem.Anannoume-
nmtwillbémadeatalaterdateregafdingtlxe
production team and complete casting.

‘Subscription sales for the 2001/2002 Season

commence in mid-January of 2001, with single
tidcetsal&begimﬁminAugustofﬂratsameym
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' American Premier of Tigran
- Chukhadjian’s “Arshak I’ to be -
Produced by San Francisco Opera

: in 20012002

Premiere Includes Six Performances of the Armenian
Work in a New Performing Edition of its Original
Version to be Performed in Armenian for the First
 Time Outside of that Country

‘General
“Mansouri announced this Tues-

SAN FRANCISCO, CA -
Director . Lotfi

day that San Francisco Opera
will present the American debut
of Armenian composer Tigran
Chukhadjian’s Arshak II during
the 2001/2002 season at the War
Memorial Opera House here.
The opera will be performed for
the first time in the composer’s
original version and sung in Ar-
menian for six performances,
coinciding with the celebrations
surrounding the 1700-year an-
niversary of Armenia’s adoption

. of Christianity. Armenia was the

first country to adopt Christian-
ity as a national religion.
“I first heard the rich tradition

. of Armenian music as a young
boy in Persia, where Armenian

musicians and artists were also
my first exposure to Westein
classical music, and I am de-

.lighted to have the opportunity

to bring this unique work by a
currently little known composer
to Western audiences,” said
Mansouri. “This opera is full of

spectacle, pageantry, political
intrigue and betrayal in the grand
operatic tradition of Verdi, of
whom Chukhadjian was a con-
temporary and great admirer.”

He continued, “I believe that San

‘Francisco audiences will find

Arshak II a delightful part of the
operatic repertoire and I hope to
see this work produced by other
companies throughout the
world.”

In association with this
project, San Francisco Opera has
formed a Cultural Advisory

Committee made up of distin-_

guished scholars who are profes-
sional authorities on Armenian

history, literature, art and culture.

This committee will be available
to advise the Company- in the
process of developing its produc-
tion of the opera. The members
of the committee are: Richard
Hovannisian, Professor of Arme-
nian and Near Eastern History,
University of California, Los
Angeles; Lucy Der Manuelian,

Continued on p. 20
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ABOUT THE OPERA
Composed in 1868 to an Ttal-

ian libretto by the Armenian poet

Tovmas R. Terzian (who later

" published his Italian text along

with an Armenian translation),
Arshak II is loosely based on
historical events in Armenia dur-
ing the 4" century surrounding
the violent struggles waged by
King Arshak for national unifi-
cation during a period of bitter
internal revolts and external hos-
tilities with Persia and

-proceeded to appoint an
I¥ Liaison Committee

by Julie Kulhan_pan and

Der s LaPointe to interface be- |

i Opera, the Armenian
‘gommunity and the community
. They . are spearheading
310 prepare and coordinate
and exciting collection of
Hes for the opening week-
inicluding -a gala and other
yic and cultural events. David
Bajabanian, Arshak II Liaison
ZCommittee member, com-
“mented, “With so many operas
- to.choose from, including many
“well-known composers who are
never performed, it is remarkable
and wonderful that one of the |
world’s leadmg opera companies |

has chosen to. perform Arshak |
nn . pe __4___J

Byzantium. The opera was not
- produced during the composer’s
lifetime because of its latge ar-

~ the Turkish authorities, who
were unfavorable towards works
exploring subjects of Armenian
cultural heritage or history. Frag-
ments of the work were pre-
sented in concert in Venice, Paris,
‘Vienna and Constantinople, of-
ten in Italian rather than Arme-
nian. It was then forgotten and
believed to be lost.

After the music was rediscov-

- ered in the 1930’s, a completely

re-worked opera based loosely
on the original materials was pre-
pared by musicologists
Alexander Shahverdian and

Levon Khodja-Eynatian in Ar-

menian rather than Italian, using
a completely new libretto with
various plot and character alter-
ations, authored by the Soviet
writer-director Armen Gulakian.

tistic demands and tension with

This new opera was staged for

. the first time in Armenia in 1945,
“ and reflected the modernist po-

litical viewpoint of the day. The
opera gained great popularity in

~"Armenia in the post-war period,

and it remains an important part
of the repertoire of the Yerevan

. Opera and Moscow Bolshoi The-

aters.

San Francisco Opera’s perfor-
mances will represent the world
premiere of the opera in a resto-
ration to its original form as com-
posed by Chukhadjian, with a

-new performing edition prepared

by musicologist-Haig Avakian

. and dramaturg Gerald Papasian.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER
Tigran Chukhadjian (1837-
1898) was a composer, conduc-
tor and teacher, and is the
founder of Armenia opéra. Born
in Constantinople, he received
his musical education at the
Milan Conservatory Greatly in-
fluenced by Verdi, Chukhadjian
spent his creative life in

- Constantinople and Armenia,

where he was a member of the
Armenian Musical Society and
published the journal, The Ar-
menian Lyre. He also helped
found a local symphony and or-
chestra. In 1868 he completed
Arshak IT, his most well- known
opera, with a libretto by
Tommaso R. Terzian. His other
operas include the comic work
Arif (based on Gogol’s comedy
The Government Inspector),
Kyose Kyokhva (The Balding
Elder), and  Leblebidji (The
Chickpea Seller), as well as the
more serious works Zemire
(1880) and Indiana (1897). He
also composed a number of or-
chestral chamber works, and the
earliest Armenian piano pieces.
Chukhadjian was an important
figure in the cultural history of
the Near East. He was the first
composer to incorporate the spe-
cial features of Armenian folk
music into European musical

.forms. The Italians called him *“il

Verdi Armeno,” while the Paris
press referred to him as “the
Eastern Offenbach,” He died on
February 25, 1898 in Smyrna.

[From The New Grove Dictio-
of Music] . .
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Performances of Arshak:H.
will take place during the 2001/
2002 season, to be announcedia’
December of this year. Mansou!i}
is currently auditioning smger&-;
throughout the United Statesand -
Europe for the cast of the
An announcement will be madé-
at a later date regarding the pro-
duction team and complete cakt-"
ing. Subscription sales for. th
2001/2002 season commence,in-
mid-January of 2001, with single
ticket sales begmmng n August‘
of that same year

ot
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Peters ﬁuﬁﬁﬂum, Umversity hsiness Center, on
and Friday, from 7-10 each night.
" A serigdof short films by new-gerieration Armenian
“ writers; producers and directors will be presented,
‘aswell as a quesﬁon»and-answer session with each
film’s director.
‘The event is hosted by the A:menian Studemx Orga-
nization of California State University, Fresno.
. Admission to'the film festival is free to the public. For
mou ‘information, ca.ll the ‘Armenian Studies Program
 at278.9669,

o By Andrew Aller
The Colleglan_

— . G S
S L S

| The Armenian Studies Program |
n enian Students Organrzatlon'

- of Califomia State Universmy_'

Dlrector Armen Tltiz“ian
: * The Take Out Move :
< Writer/Director Andrew Simonian

" . tPedestrian

‘ Wnter/DIrector Jason Kartalian

,o Alice Peter Auditorium
Unrversrty Business Center + Fresno State Campus
- Free Admission

This program |s supported in part, with funds from the Umversrty Student Drversuty Awareness Program ' : /
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MARY A. LOMMORI — THE FRESNO BEE
Harutyun Marzpanyan, left and Yerevan State University President Radick Martirossian, center, tour the National Raisin field in
Fowler. They are among six Armenian educators who are studying business through a program offered at Fresno State.

Sixvisitors from Armenia will teach others what they learn in Fresno.

By SANFORD Nax
THE FRESNO BEE

Hasmik Hovhanesian traveled thou-
sands of miles to learn how to become a
better teacher in her native Armenia.

Hovhanesian, a professor of world econ-
omy, is one of six professors and adminis-
trators at Yerevan State University
studying business in Fresno for three
weeks.

They traveled here and are studying at
California State University, Fresno,
through a new exchange program called
the Newly Independent State College
and University Partnership.

The group, which includes university
President Radick Martirossian, also has
been visiting businesses, such as, Nation-
al Raisin Co. in Fowler, where Bryan Bed-
rosian talked about farming practices
and raisin packing.

Standing in a vineyard, Hovhanesian
and fellow professor Ashot Kakosyan
elaborated on the experience, which ends
next week. Hovhanesian has learned a
lot about teaching style and curriculum
and has had a chance to exchange ideas
with her American counterparts. She

“They are getting the
experience of seeing an open
society as opposed to closed.

... In an open society you
can attempt new things; that
you can fail. anq’still keep

— Barlow Der Mugrdechian,
Fresno State University professor

will relay what she learned to fellow
teachers in Yerevan.

Armenia has an educated populace
and Yerevan State University is the
main university in that country. Found-
ed in 1919, it has 10,000 students and is
strong in physics and math.

“There are over 150 physics professors

there,” said Barlow Der Mugrdechian, a
professor of Armenian studies at Fresno
State and the author of the grant that
provided the exchange program.

From 1922 to 1991, Armenia was part
of the Soviet Union. “Now, they are free
and freedom means a lot of things. They
have to be independent,” said Der Mugr-
dechian.

While here, they are learning more
about entrepreneurship, business incuba-
tors and other programs that are com-
mon in the United States. “They are get-
ting the experience of seeing an open soci-
ety as opposed to closed,” said Der Mugr-
dechian. Der Mugrdechian said he wants
to convey the “idea that in an open soci-
ety you can attempt new things; that you
can fail and still keep going.”

For Martirossian, the trip to Fresno
State provides him with an opportunity
to study administration structure and
fund-raising techniques.

“There are some very interesting ideas
that can be useful,” he said.

But the learning experience goes two
ways. A contingent from Fresno State
will head to Armenia in June and learn
from them, said Kakosyan.
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.._J \ The Armenian Studies Program l__.
® L

and Armenian Students Organization
of California State University, Fresno

cordially invite you to a presentation on

““Reshaping a University in a
Former Soviet Republic:
The Armenian Experience”

by
Dr. Radick Martirossian

Rector (President)
Yerevan State University, Republic of Armenia
A delegation of six administrators and faculty from the School of Economics
and Business are in Fresno for a three-week training program
organized by the Armenian Studies Program.
A video featuring Yerevan State University will also be shown.

Tuesday, March 14, 2000
7:30 p.m.

Alice Peters Auditorium Rm. 191
University Business Center, CSU Fresno campus

-« Admission is freee
Relaxed Parkingin Lots Jand A

Barstow

CSUF Campus Do not park!

Lot A § I___
._’-,5’ :

IAY MOIPOOM

Peters
Business

N
- A.Peters | LotJ
W<’—E Cedar Aud. UBC Parking

S
'—] Shaw Ave.

e
|
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ARMENIAN STUDIES

IONEER PROGRAM

Fresno State stands out
for its undergraduate focus
on Armenian culture.

By DoRrINA K. LAZO
THE FRESNO BEE

Sun gleams through the window of
Room 216A of the Family & Food
Sciences Building at California State
University, Fresno, providing enough
light for students packed in the small
classroom to see the chalkboard.

Barlo r Mu i crawls
the Armenian word “Mher” on the
board.

The 20 some students in his 9 a.m.
Armenian literature class intently

listen as he explains the Persian roots
of the name — that of a god — and its
use as a common name in contempo-
rary Armenian culture.

The explanation of a single word’s
historic and modern definition is an
example of the role of the Armenian
Studies Program at Fresno State:
putting Armenian culture and history
into a global context for students of
Armenian heritage and those who are
not.

Dr. Dikran Kouymjian founded the
program in 1977 and is its director
today. Der Mugrdechian, one of his
former students, is the only other
faculty member in the undergraduate
program, the only one of its kind on an
American college campus.

But Fresno State may be getting

T —————

company in Armenian Studies. Last
week, a delegation from California
State University, Northridge, visited
Fresno State to observe the program in
hopes of starting an undergraduate
Armenian Studies program.

“Fresno is the place to come to see
how it's done,” says Dr. Gregory
Velazco y Trianosky, associate dean in
the College of Humanities at
Northridge. “The program is a real
model. We would be proud to have the
kind of success that this program has.”

Kouymjian says six universities
have graduate programs, but none
offers classes to undergraduates. The
first graduate program was estab-
lished at Harvard University in the
1960s, and others followed at Colum-

Please see STUDIES, Page E2

RICHARD DARBY — THE FRESNO BEE

Maral Nazarian, left, takes notes as Barlow Der Mugrdechian lectures.
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Studies: Program ‘pretty much grabs you’

Continued from Page E1

bia, Tufts, Michigan, UCLA
and the University of California
at Berkeley.

“Funny things are happening
in California,” says Kouymjian
with a laugh. “It’s not just the
Asians and the Hispanics. We
teach more students in one
semester than all the other
schools combined.”

On average, Kouymjian says,
130 students take classes
through Fresno State’s Arme-
nian Studies program each
semester. To earn a minor in
Armenian Studies, students
must complete 25 units from a
list of 12 classes that includes
“The Arts in Armenia,” “Will-
iam Saroyan,” “Armenian
Genocide in Comparative
Context” and “Armenian
Architecture.”

Students in other disciplines
take Armenian Studies classes
to fulfill general education
requirements for humanities

and social studies. Senior John
Jabagchourian, a psychology
major, says, “Coming to Fresno
State, it’s pretty much like the
Armenian Studies program
grabs you. Eventually one class
led to another.”

He plans to pursue a doctor-
ate in developmental or experi-
mental psychology, but believes
a minor in Armenian Studies
fits with his major.

“It gives me a better under-
standing of culture,” Ja-
bagchourian says, mentioning a
class on the 1915 Armenian
genocide. Learning about that
event and relating it to other
genocides in history has a lot to
do with psychology.

Many students who pursue
the minor go into international
business or seek jobs with
Armenian organizations. The
program also prepares students
to work in one of the 25 Arme-
nian schools in the United

States or for graduate work in

doctoral programs.

Fresno is a natural place to
have an Armenian Studies
undergraduate program, says
Der Mugrdechian, “There are a
lot of Armenians in [Fresno}
and students get interested in
learning about Armenians.”

He says half the students are
non-Armenians.

The curriculum is designed to
teach students about Armenian
culture, but also to examine the
bigger picture, says Kouymjian,
adding, “Each of these contexts
allows me to open up a new
chapter about some other event
in world history.”

Kouymjian was summoned
from Paris, where he still lives
half the year, to run the Fresno
State Armenian Studies
program. Der Mugrdechian,
who’s “Barlow” to his students
and co-workers, grew up in
Fresno and was one of
Kouymjian’s early students in

the program

The program also supports
extra-curricular activities that
include a lecture series, the
Armenian Students Organiza-
tion and a student-edited
newspaper, Hye Sharzhoom.

The newspaper is inserted
quarterly into the campus
newspaper, The Collegian. Hye
Sharzhoom, which means
Armenian action, includes
articles about student activi-
ties, guest lectures on campus
and opinion.

“It really links the communi-
ty with the Armenian Studies
program on campus,” says
Jabagchourian, the student
editor. An additional 6,000
copies are mailed to Armenians
all over the world.

“We have a strong relation-
ship with the [Armenian]
community,” says Kouymjian.
“That has taken a lot of effort
to build stone by stone.”
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As part of a special exchange program this month,
representativ from Yerevan State University (YSU) in
Armenia spent three weeks on campus learning more
about education, economics and business in a free
SOCIeTy.

While
here, YSU
President
Radick
Martirossian
and five of his
business faculty
members met
with dozens of - At a meeting on campus, YSU
Fresno State President Radick Martirossian {left)
faculty from presented President John Welty with

varous YSU’s 80th anniversary medallion.

disciplines as
well as with the university community and local
business leaders.

The group was able to participate in the program
through a $104,440 grant awarded to Fresno State for
the purpose of conducting a faculty development
program in business and economics with YSU under
the Newly Independent Stawes College and University
Partnership Program.

The goal of the collaborative program berween
YSU and Fresno State is to contribute 1o cconomic and
political stability in Armenia by fostering educadional
reform in the arca of business and cconomics at YSU.

Barlow Der M hian, professor of Armenian
studies, said the group was having a great experience.
“T'his opportunity is invaluable. They can bring so
much back to Yerevan 1o share with other groups.”

Der Mugrdechian is author of the grant that
brought the Armenian group to campus. Yerevan State
University is the oldest university in Armenia, founded
in 1919, Some 9,000 students attend the University.

A high percentage of Armenias population has received
a college education.

Der Mugrdechian said thac Armenia was part of
the Soviet Union from 1920 to 1991 in what was a
“closed” society. In order o deal with the transition to
a market cconomy and an “open” socicty, Armenians
nust gain ¢ ience in Western business practices and
apply those practices in Armenia.

“{n an open socicty, you can attempt new things,”

said Der Mugrdechian. “Opportunitics like this

exchange program promote innovation, exchange and

create interesting ideas that can be useful.”

Der Mugrdechian said this program is not a one-
way strect. Four professors from Fresno State will have
their own opportunity to learn new ideas when they
travel to YSU in Junc.

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA §3740

March 23, 2000

FRESN:

1l of 1
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Thefmbee " " The group, which includes

- university President Radick Marti-

_rossian, also has been visiting

- businesses, such as, National

" Raisin Ce.in Fowler, where Bryan

Lﬁedm:an talked about farmmg

) haneslm«m fellow professor"

AshotKakosyan elaborated on the

. - experience; thchendsne_xt week.

They trave]ed here and are  Hovhanesian has learned & lot

studying at | State Uni-  about teaching style and curri-

versity, Fresm, through a new culum and has had a chance to
exchange program called the :

Newly lndependent State College See Visitors on P’age 2

opportunity to study admmlsu'atwn
structure and fund-raising t
VS lto r S. o0 niques.’
: "There are son
Continued From Page 1 ting ideas that g

said.

exchange ideas with her American But the learnmg experlence

counterparts. She will relay what

_goes two ways. A contingent from

she learned to fellow teachers in . Fresno State will head to Armenia-
Yerevan. in June and learn from theng said
Armenia has an educated popu-  Kakosyan. - L

lace and Yerevan State Umversnty g
is the main-university in. that
country. Founded in 1919, it has

10,000 students and is strong in
physics and math.

"There are over 150 physics

* professors there," said Barlow Der
] Mugrdechlan, a professor-of Ar-
! menian studies at Fresno State and
(the. author of the grant that pro-
‘vuded the exchange program

While here, they are learning
more about entrepreneurship,.
business incubators and other
programs that are common in the
United States. "They-are. getting
the.experience of seeing an open
soclety as opposed to closed," said
Der Mugrdechian. Der Mugr-
dechian said he ‘wants to convey
the "idea that in an open society .
you can attempt new things; that
you can fail and still keep going."

" For Martirossian, the trip to
Fresno State provides him with an
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Grant promotes exchange between Armema and Fresno State

by Mary Lisa Russell

s part of a special exchange program
this month, representatives from
Yerevan State University (YSU)

in Armenia spent three weeks on campus
learning more about education, economics
and business in a free society.

While they were here, YSU President Radick
Martirossian and five of his business faculty
members met with dozens of Fresno State
faculty from various disciplines as well as
with the university community and local
business leaders.

The goal of the collaborative program
between YSU and Fresno State is to contrib-
ute to economic and political stability in
Armenia by fostering education reform in the
area of business and economics at YSU.

The YSU group was able to participate in the
program through a $104,440 grant awarded
to Fresno State, The grant was given under
the Newly Independent States College and
University Partnership Program.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, professor of

Armenian studies, is the author of the grant

that brought the Armenian group to campus.
He said the visitors provide an invaluable
opportunity to share information.

“In an open society, you can attempt new
things,” Der Mugrdechian said. “Opportuni-
ties like this exchange program promote
innovation and exchange and create interest-
ing ideas that can be useful.”

At a meeting

. on camps,
YSU Rector
(President)

Y Radick

i Martirossian

o (lefi) presented
President

John D. Welty
with YSUs
80th anniversary
medallion.

Armenia was formerly part of the Soviet
Union. Today, Armenians are independent
and are learning Western business practices.

Yerevan State University is the oldest
university in Armenia, founded in 1919.
Some 9,000 students attend the university.

Der Mugrdechian said that four professors
from Fresno State will have their own
opportunity to learn new ideas when they
travel to YSU in June. <




ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY. FRESN'
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 83740

~ ARCHIVE -

SOURCE The Armenian Observer; Los Angeles, CA

DATE March 29, 2000

SUBJECT University Presidents Meet at Fresno State PAGE

2 of 3

Yerevan State University President Dr. Radick
Martirossian and Delegation Visit Fresno State

FRESNO - A delegation of
faculty and administrators from
Yerevan  State  University,
Armenia, headed by Rector
(President) Dr: Radick
Martirossian, arrived in Fresno
on Sunday, February 27 for a
three- week working visit.

Accompanying the Rector

were Dr. Grisha Gharibian,
Dean of the Faculty of
Business, Harutyun Marz-

panyan, Associate Dean of the
Faculty of Business; Amaha
Sanibekian, Professor of Bus-
iness, Ashot Kakosyan, Pro-
fessor of Business;, and Hasmik
Hovhanesyan, Lecturer in
Business,

The delegation is in Fresno
as part of a $104,440 grant
awarded to Fresno State for the
purpose of conducting a Faculty
Development  Program  in
Business and Economics with
Yerevan  State  University
(YSU) under the Newly
Independent States (NIS) Col-
lege and University Partnership
Program.

Yerevan State University is
the premiere university in
Armenia and has achieved
international recognition in
many disciplines. The
University was founded in 1919
and has a student population -of
about 10,000.

Project director Barlow
Der Mugrdechian of the Fresno
State Armenian Studies
Program, welcomed the
delegation at the airport, along

with Fresno State Finance _

Professor Elizabeth Shields and
interpreter Ashot Hagopian.
The group spent the first
week acquainting themselves
with the Fresno state campus

and meeting with faculty from
the Sid Craig School of
Business and various other
departments on campus.

Fresno State President Dr.
John  Welty hosted the
delegation at the University
House on Tuesday evening,
February 29. Joining Dr. Welty
in greeting the guests were
Provost Dr. Michael Ortiz,
members of the Advisory Board
of the Center for Armenian
Studies, and faculty from the
University.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian,
Haig and Isabel Berberian
Professor of Armenian Studies
and Director of the Armenian
Studies Program, welcomed
Rector Martirossian and his
facultry to Fresno on behalf of
the Armenian Studies Program
and the community.

Earlier in the day the YSU
group had met with Fresno
State Provost Michael Ortiz,
who discussed the academic
structure of the university. YSU
President Dr. Radick Martiros-
sian in turn discussed the
changes that had taken place at
his University over the past ten

years.
Former Fresno State
President, Dr. Harold Haak,

who is currently the director of
the newly established Kenneth
Maddy Institute, gave the
visitors from Armenia a tour of
the campus. Dr. Haak will be
visiting Armenia in late March

as part of the project.

Dr. Martirossian met with
Steven  Samuelian, District
Director for 19th District
Congressman George

Radanovich, and discussed the
current project and other

opportunities for cooperation
between Armenian and the
United States.

Dean Fred Evans of the
Craig School of Business met
with the group early in their
visit and discussed a range of
possible interactions between
the two universities. Dean
Grisha Gharibian of the YSU
School of Business expressed
interest in exchanging graduate
students and faculty between
the two universities.

The first week was a busy
one, full of excitement, as
group members explored the
workings of the Craig School of
Business  Graduate =~ MBA
Program. YSU faculty are in
the process of modifying their
curriculum and have recently
moved from a five-year
baccalaureate program to a
Western-style four-year
baccalaureate, with a two-year
Masters program, followed by a
three year doctoral program.

~ Please Turn to Page 15
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Dr. Mark Keppler, who
heads the MBA program for
the Craig School of Business,
explained how the MBA
program works at Fresno State.

Since international pro-
-grams are a vital part of the
University, Dr. Peter Klassen,
Director of  International
Programs discussed Fresno
State's wide range of ties with
foreign universities. Yerevan
State University is a leader in
Armenia in exchange programs
with foreign institutions.

The Henry Madden
Library, with its wide range of
facilities and computer links is
one of the leading libraries in
the California State University
system and was a focus of

interest for the group. Librarian -

Ross LaBaugh escorted the

delegation through the various

library departments.

Four Fresno State faculty
will be traveling to Arrnenia in
early June to conduct a series of
workshops and seminars with
students and faculty from YSU.

The goal of the NIS
College/University Partnership
Program between Fresno State
and YSU is to contribute to
economic and political stability
in Armenia by fostering
educational reform in the area
of business/economics at YSU.

The project was assisted
financially by the Bureau of
Educational and  Cultural
Affairs of the United States
Information Agency under the
authority of the Fulbright-Hays
Act of 1961, as amended.
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Standing, left to right: Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Director of the Armenian Studies Program at
Fresno State University; Dr. Grisha Gharibian, Dean of the chool of Economics at YSU, Dr.
Radick Martirossian, President of YSU, Amalia Saribekian, Harutyun Marzpanian, Asssocioate
Dean of the School of Economics at YSU, Ashot Kakosyan. Kneeling, Hasmik Hovanesian.
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ront row, e to right:
CSUF’'s Dr. Fred Evans, and USY President Dr. Radick Martirossian;
standing, 1. to r.: Amalia Saribekian, Hasmik Hovanesian, Harutyun

Marzpanian, Dr. Grisha Gharibian, and Ashot Kakosyan

Yerevan State University Delegation
Studies University Structure at Fresno

FRESNO - A delegation of
faculty and administrators from
Yerevan State University, headed
by President Dr. Radick Martir-
ossian, recently returned to Ar-
menia after spending three weeks
in Fresno, meeting with local
university officials at campus
workshops, and learning about the
structure and systems of the Ame-
rican university.

The delegation was in Fresno as
part of a $104,440 awarded to

Fresno State for the purpose of
conducting a Faculty Development
Program in Business and Eco-
nomics with Yerevan State Univer-
sity. Founded in 1919, and with a
current enroliment of 10,000
students, the Armenian university
has achieved international recog-
nition in many disciplines.

The group spent the first week
acqrainting themselves with the

See Fresno State...on Page 3
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Fresno state campus and meeting
with faculty from the Sid Craig
School of Business and various
other departments.

Fresno State President Dr. John
Welty hosted the delegation at the
University House on Feb. 29. Also
greeting the guests were Provost
Dr. Michaeél Ortiz, members of the

Advisory Board of the Center for
Armenian Studies, and faculty
members.

Dr. Dj jian, Haig
and Isabel Berberian Professor of
Armenian Studies and Director of
the Armenian Studies Program,-
welcomed Dr. Martirossian and his
faculty members to Fresno. Ac-
companying the Armenian aca-
demician wef®Dr. Grisha Ghari-
bian, Dean of the Faculty of
Business; Harutiun Marzpanyan,
Associate Dean; Amalia Sari-
bekian, Professor of Business;
Ashot Kakosyan, Professor of
Business, and Hasmik Hovha-
nesyan, Lecture in Business.

Fresno State Provost Dr. Ortiz

and Dr. Martirossian met earlier

that day and discussed the changes
affecting their universities during
the last 10 years. """~ ’
During his visit, Dr. Marti-
rossian also met with Steven
Samuelian, District Director for
19th District Congressman George
Radanovich and discussed the
current project and other oppor-
tunities for cooperation between
Armenia and the United States.
In addition to a tour of the
campus, the visitors were taken by
Fresno State Librarian Ross La-
Baugh to the Henry Madden Li-
brary to examine its wide range of
facilities and computer links.
Four CSUF faculty will travel
to Armenia in early June to conduct
a series of workshops and semi-
nars at YSU.
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& Hs-at: u§ has achieved mtemattonal
workshops, and learning sbout the - “nition in many disciplines. recog
structure and systems of the A"'“" * The group spent the first week
-rican university. acql'amtmg themselves with the - , ! ,
;- The delegation was in Fresno as ; - Armema ast d the Umted Smes :
part.of a $104,440 awarded to See Freano State...on Page 3. I'n addmon toa tour ‘of the!
) ’ ' o campus; the visitors were taken by
Fresno State Librarian Ross La- -
‘Baugh to'the Henry Madden' :
“brary to examine.its wide raige of
facilities: and computer tinks:
" Four CSUF. faculty will travel
toAlmema inearlme\etoconduct-
a series of workshops and semn-
nars at YSU
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“Student Conference -~ -
1 - Free Admission S
1 General Session  9:00 am - 10:00 am - SSU

{Panel Discussion 10:15am-11:00am -~ .SSU.

Workshops .~ 11:15am-12:00pm -~ TBA. ..~ .

orkshop #1: Talking, Not Hitting: Negotiation Skills for Young People; University Center—200 .

Workshop #2: Improving the Community and Fostering Diversity Awareness, Agriculture Building-224

Workshop #3: Home Culture and its Relationship to Learning, Agriculture Building-226 A
Workshop #4: Creating a Culture of Peace in Our Schools and Communities, University Student Union-309 +
Workshop #5: How to Move From Racial Thinking to Anti-Racial Thinking, University Student Union-312

- Workshop #6: Human Diversity Understanding and Awareness, University Center-202 B .'
Workshop #7: Attributes of Academically Successful Ethnic Minority University Students, University Student Union-317. -

¥ Workshop #8: Man's Inhumanity to Man: The Armienian Genocide, McKee Fisk-242 - ST
Workshop #9: Celebrating Diversity through Collaborative Problem Solving Skills, Engineering West-110. .~

‘Lunch 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm ~ NoHost - -
Rally 12:30 pm - 1:00 pm .~ Peace Garden

Topic: The Universality of the Dream - I - '
April 4, 2000 Satellite Student Union
9:00am-1:00pm
* For more information, please call .
T 278-2913 or 278-7079.

_Sponsored by: African American Studies Research Center, Students for Community Service, and the Diversity Awareness Program

5 Tuesday,
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&Iifoma State University, Fresno,. are co-
'sponsomgﬂleUmtedStaMpremlereofthe
Italian. documentary “Destination Nowhere:
The Witness” by Carlo Massa and a public léc-
‘ture by Dr. Martin Rooney, at 7:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 25, in the Alice Peters
Auditorium in the University Business Center. -

.Admission is free for theevent
“Destination Nowhere: The Witness” is a
documentary on the Armenian Genacide. It

ﬂzeArmemmGe:m&intheSynmdeserts

where he served as:an: Austrian officer in-1915-

16. Wegner photographed the slaughter of

Armenians in the deserts of Der Zor and hls‘

‘photographs provide some of the most. power-

ful images of the Armenian Genacide. The doc-
umentary was shot in Italy, Armenia and Syria.

“Destination. Nowhere: The Witniess,” which is
~ dubbed inta English, was shown in London last

year to great acclaim.
Rooney is a specnahst on Wegner and the

. Armeniass ‘Genocide: He is the founding mem-
 ber-of the Armirt Wegner Society in Germany.
'His published works include several articles
and translations -on - the AmemanGenoade

His talk will engage Wegner and the role of

.Germany in the documentation, as - -well as

demal, of the Armenian Genocide. - - -
This is the -first US tour of the ’ film
“Destination Nowhere: The Witness.” It is orga-
nized with the cooperation of the Gomidas
Institute Outreach Program. For further infor-
mation please contact wegner@gomidas.org.
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m«)@aﬁﬁggmdy,
drama ﬁmsday |

zation will hc
“An E\{gningé

Performanc;r
Pleces,” a dramatic.
one-w::mauihw
-sturing E

tage to:the stage m ax
»dnmul;owtlntsheh'
awarenens” of the

£ et‘famﬂys burne

T e they’llbemorecomdomof
-whammmthewodd,"l‘atouhm
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Adnﬂulonuﬁ-ee Formorelnforma
tion, call the Armenian Studies Pro-
gmnomceaxmm
- ByMamhMarﬂn
. The Collegian

Lory Tatoduhanﬁ T

This program is: supported, in part, with funds from the Umverslty Student
5 Diversity Awareness Program. - . ‘
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Wegner Film to Premiere at Fresno State

FRESNO - The Armeman-‘

Studies Program and Armenian
Students Organization of Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno, are

co-sponsoring the US premiere of

the. ltahan documentary "Desti-
nation Nowhere: The Witness" by -

Carlo Massa and apublic lecture
by Dr. Martin Rooney, at 7:30 PM
on April 25 in the Alice Peters

Aunditorium in the University -

Business Center. Admission is free
for the event.

"Destination Nowhere: the
Witness" is a documentary on the
Armenian Genocide. It depicts
Armin Wegner's personal testi-
mony to the Armenian’ Genocide
in the Syriandeserts. where he

served as an Ausirianofficer in -
1915-16. ‘Wegner. photographed i

the destruction of Armenigns in the
deserts of Der Zor, and his photo-
graphs. provide some. of the most

powerful images we have of the

Armenian Genocide.-

The documentary was shot m'

Italy, Armenia, and Syria. Wegner

was recently posthumously hono-

red at the Armenian Genoclde
‘museum for champlomn»g the
plight of Armemans till the end of

- his life.”

"Destmatlon Nowhere the

~Witness," which is dubbed into

English, was shown in London last
year to great acclaim.
Dr. Martin Rooney, a specialist

‘on Wegner and the Armenian

Genocide, is the founding member
-of the Armin Wegner Society in
Germany His published works
include several articles and trans-
lations on the Armenian Genocide.

His talk will engage Armin Wegner

and the role of Germany in the
documentation, as well as demal '
of theArmeanenoc

Thlsxsﬂleﬁrstus

tuteOuu'eachProgram

Forﬁxrﬂminfommon,conmt

wegner@gomldas org or the Ar-

menian Studies Program at 559-

278—2669

of the '
film "Destination Nowhcre‘ the: -
Witness." It is organized with- me
cooperation of the. Gormdas Insti<

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 83740
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BOCA RATON, FL-Armenia’s
Ambassador to the US Arman
Kirakossian and US Senator
Spencer Abraham (R-MI) cited
their excellent working relation-
ship with the Armenian Assembly
“and.credited the Assembly’s ad-
vocacy leadership. Addressing the
ArmenianAssembly of America’s
Annual Board of Trustees Meet-
ing held March 25-26 in Boca
-Raton, FL,
Kirakossian praised Armenian

Assembly members for their suc- -

cess as an Armenian Diaspora or-
ganization and expressed his
country’s willingness to work with
the Assembly on “projects stand-
ing high on Armenia’s agenda.”

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETINGS AND' :
LUNCHEON SATURDAY,
MARCH25
Assembly Board of Trustecs
Chairman Hirair Hovnanian
opened the Saturday Trustees

meeting. He welcomed the at- -

tendees and presented a report on
the situation in Armenia. He dis-
cussed Armenia’s economic situ-
-ation following the collapse of the
Russian economy and its political
situation as affected by the Otcto-
ber 1999 Parliament shootings,
" which resulted in the deaths of
" Armenian Prime Minister Vasken
Sargisian, President of Parliament
Karen Demirchian and six others.
Hovnanian said that despite re-
cent sethacks in the country’s eco-
nomic and political spheres, he re-
mained optimistic that the prob-
lems in Armenia will “straighten
themselves out.” He encouraged
Assembly members to helpArme-
nia by supporting affirmation of
the Armenian Genocide, peace in
Karabagh and investment in Ar-
menia. L ,
Assembly Board of Directors
Chairman Van Krikorian then re-
viewed the factors guiding the
Assembly in 1999, which he
called “another ycar of results.”
He noted that the Assembly’s
grassroots network, ARAMAC,
has reached a new high member-
ship level of 6,000, well exceed-
ing its 1999 goal of 5,000. The
Board of Directors has set a 2000
goal of 10,000 ARAMAC mem-

Ambassador

Pictured (from I tor) Assembly'Board of Trustees Chairman

and Armenian National Institute (ANI) benefactor Hirair
Hovnanian is recognized during the Assembly’s Board of
Trustees Banquet by Assembly Executive Director Ross
Vartian for his “leadership and benefaction in establishing
the Armenian National Institute.” The painting depicts the
Assembly’s recently purchased building, which will house a
Genocide Museum, Memorial, and staff offices.

bers. Krikorian cited this in-

creased grassroots membership as
the key to realizing the Assembly’s
goals in Congress. .

He said the Assembly is com-
mitted to cooperation with other
Armenian community organiza-
tions and non-Afmenian organi-
zations with similar interests. He
cited new ties with the American
Jewish Committee as well as ten
years of work with the Central and
East European Coalition, a pan-
ethnic lobby coalition, which the
Assembly initiated with the Ukrai-
nian National Association.

He talked about last year’s dra-
matic congressional floor fight,
which successfully thwarted ef-
forts to repeal Section 907 of the
Freedom Support Act. In a sig-
nificant trend reversal, he said that
Amnenia is receiving more US
foreign assistance this year than

" in recent years, placing’it among

the highest recipients of US for-
eign assistance. - .

.He highlighted the Assembly’s
move to gain an international pres-
ence in addition to its already-es-
tablished voice in Washington,
DC. He said the organization

‘would use the international stage

to press Turkey on issues impor-

tant to the Armenian community. -

He noted that Assembly Board of

Trustees President Carolyn Mugar
and Yerevan Office Director Arpi
Vartanian represented the Assem-
bly at the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe

" (OSCE) Istanbul Summit and that

the Assembly applied for and re-
ceived status in the United Nations
as a non-governmental organiza-
tion, despite substantial opposition
from Turkey. -

Armenia Tree Project (ATP)
Director Regina Eddy spoke to
members about the advances the
program made over the last year.

~ ATP harvested over 20,000 trees

last year and made a profit, which
it plans to increase in 2000. It
opened a new nursery south of
Yerevan, and it now owns 75% of
all land on which it grows trees.
Next, Armenian National Insti-
tute Board of Governors Chair-
man Robert A, Kaloosdian sum-
marized ANI’s accomplishments
in 1999. He said that ANI’s new
legal phase began in 1999 with the
hiring of Jacob Toumayan as-Le-
gal Affairs Director. The office be-
gan a number of legal research
projects including focusing on life

_ insurance policy claims, Ottoman

bank accounts and abstracting
treaties which impact on legal
remedies as well as claims. He
also announced the restructuring
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of e  ANI web site,
www.armenian-genocide.org, to

-focus on the extensive history of

affirmation of the Armenian
Genocide.
Kaloosdian reported on a con-

-ference held in Yerevan last April,
- entitled “The Armenian Genocide,

Ambassador Morgenthau and the
American Response 1914-1923”
The conference was cosponsored
with the Academy of Sciences and
the Armenian Genocide Muscum-
Institute. This conference, at-
tended by descendents of the late
Ambassador Morgenthau, gener-

_ated significant international press

coverage. _

He cited the hacking of ANI's
web site by computer hackers
based in Baku and which gained
international media coverage,

.most notably in US News & World
Report and the coining of the word
“cybercide,” the international de-
struction of a Genocide informa-
tion site. He also praised ANI
Director Rouben Adalian, who
was an Associate Editor of the re-
cently released Encyclopedia of
Genocide publication and who
offered 21 articles appearing in it.
Executive Director of Israel’s
Institute on the Holocaust and
Genocide and Holocaust scholar
; Dr. Israel Charny edited the pub-
lication.

" Kaloosdian thanked ANI Board
of Governors member Carolyn
Mugar for her valuable support of

- ANI’s work and Van Krikorian
and Ross Vartian for the: warm

Continued on p. 17

Pictured (from I to r) Life Trustees Gerard and Cleo Cafesjian
are recognized during the Assembly’s Board of Trustees
Banquet “for establishing a marquee center for all Armenian-

- Americans in our nation’s capital.” The painting depicts the
Assembly’s recently purchased building, which will house a

Genocide Museum, Memorial, and staff offices.
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working relationship the two or-

Next, Assembly Chief Opera-
tions Officer Tom Kevorkian an-
nounced the organization’s recent

_acquisition of an historic building
in Washington, DC. The marquec
site, located just two blocks east
of the White House, will serve as
a world-class museum and memo-

" rial dedicated to the victims of the
Armenian Genocide. The building
will also become the headquarters
of the Assembly and the Armenian

National Institute (ANI).

Following presentations, As-
sembly members participated in
a question and answer session
during which they raised issues of
concern and made suggestions for
further consideration to the Board
of Trustees. The Board of Direc-
tors slate, voted on carlier in the
year by mail ballot, was confirmed
by Assembly members present
and they also elected Board of

ganizations enjoy.

‘Assembly Executive Direc-
tor Ross Vartian followed
Kaloosdian's presentation and
addressed the Assembly’s 1999
legislative accomplishments and
prospects for 2000. Vartian
pointed out the dedication of
Senators Mitch McConnell (R-
KY), Paul Sarbanes (D-MD) and

- Spencer Abraham (R-MI), calling
them “the ones who did the heavy
jifting for us,” in the Senate floor
fight to preserve Section 907 re-
strictions on US aid to Azerbaijan.

Assembly Board of Trustees

- Treasurer Edele Hovnanian re-
ported on the high retention rate
in the organization’s Trustce base
and the dramatic growth in Affili-
a and ARAMAC member cat-
cgories.

Also, Hovnanian noted positive
results in the Assembly’s Endow-
ment drive and the Devclopment

Emphasizing the importance of
“regional activities. Development
Chair Gail O'Reilly praised the
Assembly’s Regional Council
Chairs for organizing ten 1999
Regional Council cvents which,
along with the development
department’s direct mail ‘cam-
paign, resulted ina 60 percent in-
crease in the organization’s mem-
bership level and income for 1999.

O’Reilly announced the
Assembly’s newly created
Plannced Giving Program, which
was approved by the Board of
Trustees.

The Program’s participants,
called the Assembly Guardians,
will be individuals who include
the Assembly as a beneficiary in

their will or other planned gift.
Members in this group will receive )
an Armenian-designed gold lapel
pin. O’'Reilly presented the first
pin to Edcle Hovnanian who has

Department’s mass mailing cam- included the Assembly as a recipi- Trustees officers for 2000.
. paign, which exceeded expecta- ent of a gift in her will. :
tions by garnering support froma —_—

previously untapped market. She
anticipates continued success in
this arca during 2000.

Speaking during the Saturday
Juncheon meeting, Ambassador
Kirakossian told Assembly mem-
bers that his government is cager

In addition, O Reilly invited all
present to attend the Assembly’s
5000 National Tribute Gala, which
will be held June 2-4, 2000 in
Boston and will honor Assembly.
Board of Trustees Counselor and
key member in the organization’s

to work in what he termed founding  8rouP:. Aram _
“broader partnerships” which Kaloosdian, with the Assembly’s ¥
would include collaboration with Distinguished Service AW

the Armenian Diaspora in general
and the Armenian Assembly, spe-
cifically. The goal of these part-
nerships, he said, is to help the

O’ Reilly presequ members
with the inaugural issué of the
Developmem-h Dgpmnxg\érssg%

i launche
Armenian nation continue its suc- cr:\zats‘l){etter, The Assembly Spot-
cessful transition to democracy. light.
stability and peace. o A motion10 amer;? ?‘?by]?":i

The Ambassador said the assed overwhe ming
country’s leadership “clearly ac- was P :
knowledges all of its strengths and
weaknesses...is willing to sert-
ously address the challenges (its]
society is facing today, and is
ready to engage - together with all
who share its concerms about the
sute of the Nation...”

He outlined Armenia’s foreign
policy goals to the group.
Kirakosstan said that Armenia will

- ndowment Fund ‘would |
Ei't‘her an individval or 2 couple 10

be recognized as Assembly Life

Trus__teq,s.

i

Pictured (from 1 to 1) Assembly Fellow Trustees Marta and
Jim Batmasian hosted a Friday evening private party at their
home on Lake Boca Raton. The event featured a bu_ffet dinner
and preceded the Armenian Assembly of America’s 2000
Annual Board of Trustees Weekend, held in Boca Raton,

bly-s onsored Mission 10 AT-
?re\rer:\ia),l Bpoard of Directors V}cc
Chair Annie Totah to\d, meeting
attendees that this year’s tnp i
clided two sites never pefore Vis-

maintain its independence while ‘ted on an Assembly Mission- Florida, March 25-261 7
working with neighborning coun- Nagormo Karabagh and the an-  ___— -

e e oot oee s, G
s 10 be emn ffic

Caucasus countrics while further- ﬁ\sasking g‘e 1999 Mission such a

ing Armenia’s three main foreign X

L . SUCCESS. - .
policy goals: negotiating a secure ‘Also, she told the Assemb"vy—
peace and intemali_onal recogni- . members that {hey‘wm.be rece:'n -
tion for Nagormo Karabagh, main- ing information by mail conce

taining relations with Tutkey, and !
working towards regional coop- sion trip scheduled o 1ake place
cration to better the region, while .
avoiding hicrarchical and cold war

rivalries.

in October. e
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Pictured (from | to r) Assembly ssociate Trustee and
Armenian National Institute (ANI) Board memb_er Apoush
Mathevosian is recognized by Assembly Executive Director
Ross Vartian for her “vision and benefaction in establishing
the Armenian Genocide Museum.” The painting depicts the
Assembly’s recently purchased building, which will house
a Genocide Museum, Memorial, and staff offices.

A

B of ¥ {

The Assembly laid out its 2000 legislative strategy during the Friday, March 24 Board of
Directors Meeting. The Board reviewed the current situation in Armenia, feedback from
Regional Leadership Conferences, as well as the Assembly’s performance and approved
the Assembly's advocacy goals for 2000. The 2000 Board of Directors includes, pictured
(from | to r), front row, Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Gail O’'Reilly, Annie Totah, Edele Hovnanian,
Ani K. Hovannisian, Robert A. Kaloosdian, and back row, Dork H. Alahydoian, Edgar
Hagopian, Richard Mushegain, Arda Haratunian, Van Krikorian, Charles Barsam, Anthony
Barsamian, and Peter Vosbikian. Not pictured: Murat Acemoglu, Flora Dunaians, George
Kay, Mark Momjian, and John O’Connor. - -
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Armenians take pains
to make sure the genocide
by Turkey isn’t forgotten.

By SHIRLEY ARMBRUSTER
THE FRESNO BEE

ullard High School sophomore

Anoush Kirakosian remembers

hearing family members talk about

the 1915 massacre of Armenians in

Turkey. But this pivotal facet of her
Armenian heritage didn’t connect with her and
wasn’t covered in school.

“I had never heard a teacher say anything
about it,” says Anoush, 16. “I really didn’t know
much about it.”

That changed this month, when Anoush’s
world history class studied the Armenian
genocide. Her knowledge before that class
began was typical of Fresno-area students,
even though the central San Joaquin Valley is
home to some 45,000 people of Armenian
ancestry, many of whose presence is tied to
fleeing the killings. :

An estimated 1.5 million Armenian men,

. war.

Armenian refugees mass in Marash, Turkey. The is from Di
fuge 3 , . photo is from Dick-
ran H. Boyajian's book, “The Case for the Forgotten Genocide.”

women and children were systematically
tortured and murdered by shooting, sword, fire,
mass drownings and death marches to the
Syrian desert in 1915-16 by the Turkish
Ottoman Empire. The genocide was document-
ed by the American ambassador in Turkey,
Turkish and German sources, missionaries and
other observers. But the Turkish government
never admitted to an organized slaughter,
saying the victims died from the ravages of

In Fresno, however, it’s called a genocide and
it’s remembered with an Armenian Martyrs
Day commemoration each April 24, the day the
killing began 85 years ago. This year the
Armenian Inter-Denominational Community
Council has planned a religious service at 11
a.m. at Holy Trinity Armenian Church and a
civic observance at 7 p.m. in the church social
hall.

But in local schools, the genocide doesn’t get
a lot of attention, much to the chagrin of
Barlow Der Mugrdechian, who teaches Arme-
nian studies courses at California State Univer-
sity, Fresno. Some of his students have never
heard about it.

“They’re shocked. They're surprised that such
a thing could have happened,” says Der Mugrde-
Plcasc scc GENOCIDE, Page E4

A.rmen.i‘ans line the streets of Van VT‘ key, form
. . , Turkey, former! istori
Armenia. The photo is from “Ambassado)r/ Morgent%wgsg gigrl;tgnc

R
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Continued from Page E1
chian.

Since 1987, California public
schools have had a “Model
Curriculum for Human Rights
and Genocide” that includes the
Armenian genocide. Films and
other materials are available to
help teachers, as is the Fresno
Historical Society’s “Armenian
Heritage Trunk,” filled with
books, videos, historic artifacts
and a teacher’s guide that
includes material on the
Armenian genocide.

Amy Crow, education coordi-
nator, says the trunk, designed
for elementary school children,
is checked out only “occasional-
ly” by teachers.

Marvin Awbrey, social
studies coordinator for the
Fresno Unified School District,
says area teachers in past years
attended curriculum workshops
on the subject sponsored by the
Central California chapter of
the Armenian National Commit-
tee.

The Armenian genocide is

art of the 10th-grade curricu-
um, when students study
modern world history. Some
mention also may occur in
11th-grade United States
history classes when World
War I is studied.

At Bullard High, Anoush and
other sophomores learn about
all 20th century genocides in a
unit designed to teach what
hap({)ened and prompt the
students to be aware of present
inhumanities.

“I'm looking for them to see
the big picture,” says Jim
Lloyd, history and social
science department chairman
at Bullard. “We use this as a
jumping-off point” to talk about
civic responsibility to become
involved in present-day injustic-

es.

Lloyd and others in the
department use a two-week
unit on genocide. In addition to
the Armenian genocide and
Jewish Holocaust in World War

11, students study the 1937
“rape of Nanking,” when
Japanese troops killed tens of
thousands of Chinese soldiers
and civilians; Pol Pot’s genocide
in Cambodia in the 1970s and
'80s; the massacre of Kurds by
Iraq in the 1980s and 90s; and
recent massacres and ethnic
cleansings in Bosnia, Kosovo
and Rwanda.

“The ongoing theme through-
out the 20th century is geno-
cide, holocaust, man’s inhuman-
ity to man,” says Lloyd. The
Armenian genocide directly
influenced %Iitler’s policies
against Jews, Gypsies, Poles
and other groups.

In 1939, Hitler said: “I have
given orders to my death units
to exterminate without mercy
or pity men, women and
children belonging to the
Polish-speaking race. It is only
in this manner that we can
acquire the vital territory
which we need. After all, who
remembers today the extermina-
tion of the Armenians?”

At the Armenian Community
School in Fresno, the genocide
is remembered at all grade
levels in an age-appropriate
manner, says Principal Seth
Atamian. Younger children see
pictures of genocide monu-
ments around the world and
are told why they exist. Stu-
dents in grades six, seven and
eight get the whole story.

Discussions of the genocide
are part of the Armenian
language classes that children
in all grades take.

The subject often is familiar
to the largely Armenian-Ameri-
can student population, he
says, because “every family has
a genocide story” that the
children have heard.

Ani Gulugian, a second-grad-
er, learned about the genocide
at home and school. “My
grandma told me that her
parents got killed and their
parents got killed,” says Ani.
“Teacher told us that they took

the Armenians to the desert ..
and killed them.”

Seventh-grader Marineh
Krioghlian thinks it’s impor-
tant for all children to “know
what happened in the history of
Armenia. I don't think it’s fair
how they treated us,” she says,
in reference to the Turkish
genocide.

The Armenian Community
School takes April 24 off to
observe Armenian Martyrs
Day. “We want the children to
get involved in the community
activities,” says Atamian.
Fourth, fifth and sixth-graders,
who will be at the Regional
Learning Center in Sonora that
day, will view a film and have a
discussion on the genocide, he
says.

The genocide also is remem-
bered by local politicians
mindful of the %alley’s Arme-
nian population. A resolution
by State Sen. Charles S.
Poochigian, R-Fresno, designat-
ing April 24 “California Day of
Remembrance of the Armenian
Genocide” cleared the Senate
April 6 and is expected to be
ggproved by the Assembly April

At the national level, though,
efforts by Rep. George Radanov-
ich, R-Mariposa, and other
Valley congressmen to pass
resolutions calling attention to
the Armenian genocide have
been stymied by concern about
offending Turkey, a NATO ally
of the United States.

The aim of all the efforts —
political, educational, cultural
— is to keep the memory of the
Armenian genocide alive.

But it will always have
special significance for people of
Armenian ancestry.

Lousin Hamamjian, who
teaches Armenian in grades six
to eight, says when children
learn more about the genocide
“they feel much more Arme-
nian; they have much more
sympathy toward their national-
ity.”
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Documentary Will be Shown in
Fresno, UCLA, Glendale, Bay Area

LOS ANGELES - The first US -

tour of the film "Destination
Nowhere: The Witness" will begin
with an April 25 showing at the
California State University, Fres-
no, followed by an April 26 screen-
ing at UCLA's Rolfe Hall 1200, at
7p.m,, in Glendale's Public Library
Auditorium on April 26, and in San
Francisco on April 28. The show-
ings will be followed by a lecture
by Dr. Martin Rooney of Bremen,
Germany.,

The film is a documentary on
the Armenian Genocide, depicting
Armin T. Wegner's personal testi-
mony to the Armenian Genocide
in the Syrian deserts. Wegner
served as a Second Lieutenant in
the German Army stationed in the

graphs provide some of the most
powerful images of the Genocide.
In addition to the hundreds of
photographs he took, he also
collected notes, annotations, docu-
ments, and letters on the Genocide.

An intellectual, a doctor in law,
a writer, poet, and an eyewitness
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Documentary Film Makes
Fresno Premiere on April 27

FRESNO - The Armenian Stu-
dies Program of California State
University, Fresno, and St. Paul
Armenian Church are co-spon-
soring the first showing in Fresno
of the documentary film, "Sur-
viving on the Richter Scale," by
Araz Artinian of Quebec, Canada,
at 7:30 p.m. on April 27, in the
Haig Berberian Hall of St. Paul
Armenian Church, 3767 N. First
Street.

Artinian will be coming directly
from Canada to present her film.
Artinian is a 1998 graduate in
Communications from Concordia

College. Her father, an architect in
Montreal, wrote about the 1988
earthquake in Armenia. Those

images stayed with Artinian until
she decided to put her knowledge
to work. She stayed in Armenia for
a month filming her documentary.

"Surviving on the Richter
Scale" is a portrait of 11 survivors
of the terrible earthquake. The 11
speak about the misery they have
had to face after this tragedy, the
hope they discovered later and the
ambition that helps them subsist in
an endless struggle for survival.

The documentary is the winner
of five awards in film and video
festivals.

Admission is free.

For further information, contact
the Armenian Studies Program at

559-278-2669.
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Araz Artinian to Introduce Her New Documentary

) surviving on the Richter Scale”

__ FRESNO,CA -The Armenian
Studies Program of California
State University, Fresno, and St.
Paul Armenian Church are co-
sponsoring the first showing in
Fresno of the documentary film,
«Surviving on the Richter Scale,”
by Araz Artinian of Quebec,
_Canada at 7:30 p.m. on Thurs-
day, April 27, 2000 in the Haig
Berberian Hall of St. Paul Arme-
nian Church, 3767 N. First
Street, Araz Artinian will be
coming directly from Canada to
present her film. Admission is
free for the event.
Araz Artinian is a 1998 gradu-

ate in Communications from
Concordia College. Her father,
an architect in Montreal, had
written about the earthquake in
1988. Those images stayed with
Araz until she decided to put her
knowledge to work. She stayed
in Armenia for a month filming
her documentary. It was a labor
of love, which gives hope to the
people of Armenia and those
who live outside of Armenia.
«Surviving on the Richter
Scale” is a portrait of eleven sur-
vivors of the terrible earthquake
that struck Armenia on Decem-

ber 7, 1998, killing 100,000
people. ‘

The eleven tell us about the
misery they have had to face af-
ter this tragedy, the hope they
discovered later, and the ambi-
tion that helps them subsist in an
endless struggle for survival.

«Surviving on the Richter
Scale” is the winner of five
awards in film and video festi-
vals.

For further information con-
tact the Armenian Studies pro-
gram at (559) 278-2669.
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SUBJECT Call for papers

Armenian Studies Program :
California State University, Fresno

Armenian University Students

Symposium: Call for Papers
FRESNO - The Knights of Vartan, Yeprad Lodge, from
Fresno, CA; and the California State University, Fresno Armenian )
Studies Program (Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Director), are sponsor- -
ing a symposium for the benefit of university students of both Ar-
menian and non-Armenian descent. The. attendees, as well as the
presenters, will be undergraduate and graduate students, The date -
for the symposium is Saturday, September 30, 2000. It-will take-
place on the campus of California State University Fresno. This
Call for Papers is being circulated to invite submissions on politi-
cal, social, cultural and religious themes applicable to Armenian-. -
Americans today. Individual papers or pre-arranged panels with -
three or four participants may focus, for example, on one of the. -
following themes. ' o : A
This list is not exclusive and can be altered according to.the
abstracts submitted. If you are able to arrange an entire panel with
colleagues regarding the same general topic, please feel free todo

so.

Suggested Topics: - : i T e

1. Arts / Music / Architecture / Journalism / Media, ‘Their infly-"
ence on Armenian American youth. - - FR Rl

2. Elected official of Armenian descent. '
3. Growth and effectiveness of the“A;m_enianvlob‘ljy."' ST
4. Effect of Armenian independence on Diaspora psyche and

institutions. Sk A
Intermarriage among Armenian youth, T
Assimilation in the Diaspora and its effects. " .

Prison population of and mMinistry to Armenians i the US, A o j“:"

Church attitudes: loyalties and affiliations.". " . :

VW N

Church attendance and participation. PRI R
10. Ecumenical relations between Armenian Churches.
11. Changing career opportunities, . Lt AL
12. Political situation in the Republic of Armenia. " g
As mentioned before, the above list is not'intended to be com-.
prehensive. We will welcome diverse disciplines and perspectives
on any issues related to Armenian American youth. Please submit . .-
a one-page proposal and abstract by July-31; 2000_with the sug-. :
gested title for presentation, The proceedings of the: symposium -
+ will be published, and all participants will be required to submita . ..
written text by September 10, 2000, for-inclusion_in- the program. * :
to be distributed at the Conference, Please pass onthis’call for <.

papers to scholars in related fields ‘who may wish to participate in'

The symposium organizers will help defray the cost of trayel -
and lodging for.the presenters. .- L]

You may submit proposals by mail, fax or-e-mail to:
Barlow Der Mugrdechian ' -~ . Lo e
CSUF Armenian Studies Program . .
5245 N. Backer Avenue M/S PB4 '
Fresno, CA 93740-300]

Telephone 559-278-2669. " .. -
Facsimile 559-278-2129 !
e-mail harlowd@csufresno.edu I L L
If you have any questions, please contact any of the following
Armen Devejian, Chairman A
AUSS Committee -
Telephone 559-227-1356
e-mail armen@psnw.com
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Call for Papers

CSUF September 30 Symposium

Organizers Call for Panelists, Papers

FRESNO - The Knights of
Vartan, Yeprad Lodge, from Fres-
no, and the California State Univ-
ersity, Fresno Armenian Studies
Program (Dr. Dickran Kouymjian,
Director), are sponsoring a sym-

* posium for the benefit of university
_ students of both Armenian and

non-Armenian descent. The atten-
dees, as well as the presenters, will

be undergraduate and graduate

students. The date for the sym-

posium is Sept. 30,2000, and will

take place on the CSUF campus.
A call for papers is being

' circulated to invite submissions on

political, social, cultural and

religious themes applicable to
Armenian-Americans today. Indi-
vidual papers or pre-arranged
panels with three or four parti-
cipants may focus, on one theme.

This list is not exclusive and can

menian youth.

6. Assimilation in the Dlaspora
and its effects.

7. Prison population of and
ministry to Armenians in the U.S,©

8. Church attitudes: loyaltles
and affiliations.

9. Church attendance and parti-
cipation.

10.- Ecumenical relations bet-
ween Armenian Churches.

11. Changing career oppor-
tunities.

12. Political s1tuat10n in the,

Republic of Armenia.
The above list is not intended
to be comprehensive. Organizers

will welcome diverse disciplines

and perspectives on any issues
related to Armenian American
youth. Submit a one-page proposal
and abstract by July 31, 2000 with
the suggested title for presentation.

be altered according to the abs- The proceedings of the symposium
 tracts submitted. Suggested To-  will be published, and all parti-
pics: " cipants will be required to submit

1. Arts / Music / Architecture /
Journalism / Media. Their influ-
ence on Armenian American

youth. The symposium organizers will
2. Elected official of Armeman help defray the cost of travel and

descent. lodging for the presenters. }
3. Growth and effectiveness of For proposals, contact: Barlow

the Armenian lobby. Der Mugrdechian, CSUF Ar-

4. Effect of Armenian inde-
pendence on Dnaspora psyche and
institutions.

5. Intermarriage among Ar-

a written text by Sept. 10, 2000,
for inclusion in the program to be
distributed at the Conference.

menian Studies Program, 5245.N.

Backer Ave., M/S PB4 Fresno, CA
93740-8001; Tel: 559-278-2669;
Fax: 559-278-2129.

lof1l
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- Armenian Uniifersity Students Sympdsium Calls for Submissions

~ FRESNO, Calif. - The Knights of Vartan,

Yeprad Lodge, from Fresno, and the California
State University, Fresno Armenian Studies
Program are sponsoring a symposium for the
benefit of university students of both Armenian
and non-Armenian descent. The attendees, as
well as the presenters, will be undergraduate
and graduate students. The date for the sympo-
sium is Saturday, September 30, 2000. It will
take place on the campus of California State
" University, Fresno.

This Call for Papers is being circulated to ’

invite submissions on political, social, cultur-
al and religious themes applicable to
Armenian Americans today. Individual papers
or pre-arranged panels with three or four par-
ticipants may focus, for example, on one of
the following themes.

Suggested Topics: Arts/Music/Architec-
ture/Journalism/Media. Their influence on
Armenian American youth; Elected official of
Armenian descent; Growth and effectiveness
of the Armenian lobby; Effect of Armenian
independence on diaspora psyche and institu-
tions; Intermarriage among Armenian youth;
Assimilation in the Diaspora and its effects;
Prison population of and ministry to
Armenians in the US; Church attitudes: loyal-
ties and affiliations; Church attendance and
participation; Ecumenical relations between

Armenian Churches; Changing career oppor-
tunities and Political situation in the Republic
of Armenia.

The above list is not intended to be compre-
hensive. Diverse disciplines and perspectives on
any issues related to Armenian American youth

“are welcome. Please submit a one-page propos-

al and abstract by July 31, 2000 with the sug:
gested title for presentation. The proceedings of
the symposium will be published, and all parit-

icipants will be required to submit a written text
by September 10, 2000, for inclusion in the pro-
gram to be distributed at the conference.

The symposium organizers will help defray
the cost of travel and loding for the presenters.

Submit proposals to:

Barlow Der Mugrdechian

CSUF Armenian Studies Program

5245 N. Backer Avenue M/S PB4

Fresno, CA 93740-8001.

—
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Armenian University Students

Symposium Call for Papers

FRESNO, CA - The Knights of Vartan, Yeprad Lodge, from
Fresno, CA, and the California State University, Fresno

"Armenian Studies Program (Dr. Dickran Kouymjian,
Director), are sponsoring a symposium for the benefit
of university students of both Armenian and non-Arme-
nian descent. The attendees, as well as the presenters,
will be undergraduate and graduate students. The date
for the symposium is Saturday, September 30, 2000. It
will take place on the campus of California Slatc Uni-
versity Fresno.

This Call for Papers is being circulated to invite sub-
missions on political, social, cultural and religious
themes applicable to Armenian-Americans today. Indi-
vidual papers or pre-arranged panels with three or four
participants may focus, for cxample, on one of the fol-
lowing themes.

This list is not exclusive and can be altered according
to.the abstracts submitted. If you are able to arrange an

. entire panel with colleagues regarding the same gencral
topic, please feel free to do so.

Suggested Topics:

1) Arts/Music/Architecture/Journalism/Media. Their
influence on Armenian- American youth.

2) Elected official of Armenian descent

3) Growth and effectiveness of the Armenian lobby

4) Effect of Armenian independence on Diaspora
psyche and institutions.

5) Intermarriage among Armenian youth.

6) Assimilation in the Diaspora and its cffects.

7) Prison population of and ministry to Armenians in
the US

8) Church attitudes; loyalties and affiliations.

9) Church attendance and participation.

10) Ecumenical relations betwcen Armenian churches.

11) Changing careecr opportunities.

12) Political situation in thc Republic of Armenia.

As mentioned before, thg above list is not intended to
be comprehensive. Diverse disciplines and perspectives
on any issues rclated to Armenian- American youth are
welcomed. Plcasc submit a onc-page proposal and ab-
stract by July 31, 2000 with the suggested title for pre-
sentation. The proceedings of the symposium will be
published, and all participants will be required to sub-
mit a written text by September 10, 2000, for inclusion
in the program to be distributed at the Conference. *

Please pass on this call for papers to scholars in re-
lated fields who may wish to participatc in the sympo-

sium.

The symposium organizers will help defray the cost
of travel and lodging for the presentcrs.

Please submit your proposal by mail, fax or e-mail to:

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, CSUF Armecnian Studies
Program, 5245 N. Backer Avenue M/S PB4, Fresno, CA,
93740-8001; (559) 278-2669; FAX: (559) 278-2129; c-
mail: barlowd @csufresno.cdu

Those with questions may contact the following indi-
viduals;-Armen Devejian, Chairman, AUSS Committee,
Telephone. (559) 227-1356; c-mail: armecn@psnw.com;
Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Dircctor, CSUF Armenian Stud-
ies Program, 5245 N. Backer Avenuc, M/S PB4, Fresno,
CA 93740-8001; Telephone (559) 278-2669; Facsimile (559)

" 278-2129; e-mail: dickrank @csufresno.cdu; Barlow Der

Mugrdechian, CSUF Armenian Studies Program (scc abovc).
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Bertha & John Garabedian Foundation Grant Renewed

orthe fifth consecutive year,
Fthe Bertha and John

Garabedian Charitable

Foundation has awarded Prof.
Dickran Kouymjian and the Arme-
nian Studies Program a grant for
on-going projects. Thanks to pre-
vious grants, Armenian Studies has

Peters Business Building, which
houses the Center for Armenian
Studies and the Program offices.
Thanks to the Garabedian
grants, dozens of students have ben-
efited over the years from special
research grants to work on the In-
dex of Armenian Art, an ongoing

Benefactor John Garabedian

been able toengage students skilled
in computer technology to develop
a special site on the World Wide
Web: http://csufresno.edu/
ArmenianStudies/. The work was
started by former student Joseph
Krajekian, then mounted on the
web by Ara Mekhitarian, who was
webmaster until last fall, when
Dikran Chekian assumed the role.

John Garabedian (1909-1992)
was a generous patron of the Arme-
nian Studies Program back in the
1980s. Dr. Kouymjian, Director of
the Program, visited him on his
farm several times, and Mr.
Garabedian returned the visits to
the campus. During the fund drive
for the Haig and Isabel Berberian
Endowed Chair in Armenian Stud-
ies, John Garabedian pledged
$100,000, half of which he contrib-
uted before his death. The Arme-
nian Studies offices are named in
his honorand a special plaque com-
memorating the gift can be viewed
on the third floor of the Leon S.

project whose purpose is to collect
all examples of medieval Arme-
nian art from both published and
unpublished sources. Part [ of the
TAA, Armenian Manuscript Illu-
mination, has been in progress since

the early 1970s. Originally the
completed set from all Armenian
manuscripts to the year 1000 was
issued in a booklet in 1977 and
those of the 1 1th century were pub-
lished in tabular formin 1979. With
the aid of a previous Garabedian
Foundation grant, the miniatures
from the 9th through the 11th cen-
tury were put on an interactive CD
ROM disk. But the advent of the
web quickly made this technology
less useful than mounting the in-
formation and pictures ona website.

Also thanks to a Garabedian
Foundation grant, Prof.
Kouymjian’s entire book, The Arts
of Armenia, published by the
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation
in Lisbon, Portugal in 1992 was put

on the Armenian Studies website

along with 300 color slides of all :
phases of Armenian art. The text

and the images are now regularly

used by students in Armenian Stud-

ies courses, especially AS 20, The

Arts of Armenia, AS 121 Arme-

nian Miniature Painting, and AS

123, Armenian Architecture.

This year’s grant will all work
to continue on two international
exhibits being organized by Dickran
Kouymjian. The first will be held
at the Museum of Art and History
in Geneva, Switzerland starting in
the fall of 2001. It will exhibit for
the first time the “Treasures of the
Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia.”
Already this spring a specjal team
of students has scanned slides of
the objects from Dr. Kouymjian’s
collection onto a CD disk for use in
the writing of the catalogue. The
second exhibition will open at the
Textile Museum in Lyon, France
on December 15, 2001 and run for
three months. Its subject is “Arme-
nian Altar Curtains from the Col-
lection of Holy Etchmiadzin.” It
too will-have a special illustrated
catalogue. Both projects are part of
the 1700th anniversary celebration
of the conversion of Armenia to
Christianity.

Thanks in part to the Bertha
and John Garabedian Foundation
grant, Professor Kouymjian will be
able to have some free time from
teaching to continue to study the
objects in both exhibits and to de-
scribe each item individually in-
cluding the complete inscriptions
usually found on all Armenian li-
turgical objects. Bothexhibits have
separate teams of international ex-
perts in textiles, metalwork, minia-
ture painting, and early printing.

The Garabedian Foundation
provided 76 individual grants to
Valley organizations and projects
for the year 2000 totaling nearly
half a million dollars. The Arme-
nian Studies Program is deeply
grateful to the Foundation and its
Trustees: Silvestre Arias, Glenn E.
Rose,Malcolm H. Stewart, and Dr.
H. Tookoian.
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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY. FRES
PRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93740

SUBJECT Hovannisian First Kazan Professor

Hovannisian Chosen First Incumbent of Henry
Khanzadian Kazan Visiting Professorship

FRESNO - Dr. Richard Hovannisian, profes-
sor of Armenian and Near Eastern History and
holder of the Armenian Educational
Foundation Chari in Modern Armenian History
at the University of California, Los Angeles
(UCLA), has been appointed, for the Fall 2000
semester, as the first uncumbent of the Henry
S. Khanzadian Kazan Visiting Professorship in
Armenian Studies at Fresno State.

Hovannisian will be teaching one three unit
course, Armenian Studies 105, Armenian
Genocide in Comparative Context, which-will be
offered on Monday evenings, from 36 p.m. The
Fall 2000 semester begins on Monday, August
28. The course will review the theory and char-
acteristics of genocide, and especially focus on
the Armenian Genocide as an example of geno-
cide in the 20th century. In addition to the
course, Dr. Hovannisian will give three public
lectures on a single topic, which will later be
published as a monograph.

Dr. Hovannisian brings years of teaching and
research experience to the-position and it is
especially significant that he will be teaching
the course in the year 2000, which marks the
85th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide.

Dr. Hovannisian is the first appointee to the
Kazan Visiting Professorship, and each year a
new scholar will be invited to teach.

Dr. Hovannisian was born and reared in
Tulare, California, and received his BA and MA
in history from the University of California,
Berkeley, and Ph.D in history from UCLA. A
member of the UCLA faculty since 1962, he has
organized both the undergraduate and gradu-
ate programs in Armenian history at the uni-
versity and has guided a number of students to
the Ph.D degree and an active academic career.
He served as the Associate Director of UCLA's
Center for Near Eastern Studies from 1978 to
1995.

Hovannisian is the author of Armenia on the
Road to Independence (1976), and the four-vol-
ume comprehensive study titled The Republic
of Armenia (1971-1996). He has edited and

contributed to The Armenian Image in
History and Literature (1981); The Armenian
Genocide in Perspective (1986); The Armenian
Genocide: History, Politics, Ethics (1992);
Remembrance and Denial: The Case of the
Armenian Genocide (1998); and
Enlightenment and Diaspora: The Armenian
and Jewish Cases (1999). In 1997 he con-
tributed three chapters to The Armenian
People from Ancient to Modern Times. He has
written scholarly articles on Armenian,
Caucasian, and Near Eastern history. Professor -
Hovannisian is a Guggenheim Fellow and has
received many honors for his scholarship, civic
activities, and advancement of Armenian stud-
ies. He is a founder and three-time president of
the Society for Armenian Studies and serves on
the editorial boards of five journals and on the
boards of directors of ten scholarly and civic
organizations. He has given hundreds of lec-
tures and participated in numerous interna-
tional forums and in the media of Armenian
issues. He is listed in the Who'’s Who of the
World and Who's Who in America, as well as
other biographical volumes. He represented the
State of California on the Western Interstate
Commission for Higher Education for 1978 to
1994, and has served as a consultant to the
California State Board of Education, authoring
the chapter on the Armenian Genocide in the
State's Social Studies Model Curriculum on
Human Rights and Genocide.

Richard Hovannisian was awarded the Medal
of Mesrop Mashtots by His Holiness Karekin II
of the Great House of Cilicia in 1982, he
became the first social scientist living abroad to
be elected to the Armenian National Academy
of Sciences, and he has received honorary doc-
torate degrees from Yerevan State University
(1994) and Artsakh (Karabagh) State University
(1997). In May 1998, on the occasion of the
eightieth anniversary of the founding of the
first Armenian republic, he was awarded the
Movses Khorenatsi medal by President Robert
Kocharian.
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Hovannisian Chosen First Incumbent of Henry S.
Khanzadian Kazan Visiting Professorship

FRESNO, CA - Dr. Richard
Hovannisian, Professor of Arme-
nian and Near Eastern History
and Holder of the Armenian
Educational Foundation Chair in
Modern Armenian History at the
Unijversity of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA), has been ap-
pointed, for the Fall 2000 semes-
ter, as the first incumbent of the
Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan Vis-
iting Professorship in Armenian
Studies at Fresno State.

Dr. Hovannisian will be teach-
ing one three-unit course, Arme-
nian Studies 105, Armenian
Genocide in Comparative Con-
text, which will be offered on

" Monday evenings, from 3:00 to
6:00 p.m. The Fall 2000 semes-
ter begins on Monday, August
28.

The course will review the
theory and characteristics of
genocide, and especially focus
on the Armenian Genocide as an
example of genocide in the 20"
century. ,

In addition to the course, Dr.
Hovannisian will give threc pub-
lic lectures on a single topic,
which will later be published as
a monograph.

Dr: Hovannisian bring years of
teaching and research experience

to the position, and it is espe-
cially significant that he will be
teaching the course in the year
2000, which marks the 85" an-
niversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide.

Dr. Hovannisian i$ the first
appointee to the Kazan Visiting
Professorship, and each year a
new scholar will be invited to
teach.

Dr. Hovannisian was born and
reared in Tulare, California, and
received his B.A. and M.A. in
history from the University of
California, Berkeley, and Ph.D.
in history from UCLA. A mem-
ber of the UCLA faculty since
1962, he has organized both the
undergraduate and graduate pro-
grams in Armenian history at the
university and has guided a num-
ber of students to the Ph.D. de-
gree and an active academic ca-
reer. He served as the Associate
Director of UCLA’s Center for
Near Eastern Studies from 1978
to 1995.

Dr. Hovannisian is author of
Armenia on the Road to Indepen-
dence (1976), and the four-vol-
ume comprehensive study titled
The Republic of Armenia (1971-
1996). He has edited and contrib-
uted to The Armenian Image in

History and Literature (1981);
The Armenian Genocide in Per-
spective (1986); The Armenian
Genocide: History, Politics, Eth-
ics (1992); Remembrance and
Denial: The Case of the Arme-
nian Genocide  (1998); and
Enlightenment and Diaspora:
The Armenian and Jewish Cases
(1999). In 1997 he contributed
to three chapters to The Arme-
nian People from Ancient to
Modern Times. He has scholarly
articles onArmenian, Caucasian,
and Near Eastern history. .
Professor Hovannisian is a
Guggenheim Fellow and has re-
ceived many honors for his
scholarship, civic activities, and
advancement of Armenian stud-
ies. He is a founder and three-
time president of the Society for
Armenian Studies and serves on
the editorial boards of five jour-
nals and on the boards of direc-
tors of ten scholarly and civic
organizations. He has given hun-
dreds of lectures and participated
in numerous international fo-
rums and in the media of Arme-
nian issues. He is listed in the
Who's Who of thg World and
Who's Who in America, as well

Continued on p. 16

Hovannisian Chosen First Incumbent of
Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan Visiting

Professorship - Continued from p. 15

as other biographical volumes.
He represented the State of Califor-
nia on the Westem Interstate Com-
mission for Higher Education from
1978 to 1994, and has served as a
consultant to the California State
Board of Education, authoring the
chapter on the Armenian Genocide
in the State’s Social Studies Model
Curriculum on Human rights and
Genocide.

Richard Hovannisian was
awarded the Medal of Mesrop
Mashtots by His Holiness Karekin
1I of the Great House of Cilicia in
1982. In 1990, he became the first

social scientist living abroad to be
elected to the Armenian National
Academy of Sciences, and he has
received honorary doctorate degrees
from Yerevan State University
(1994) andArtsakh ) State
University (1997). InMay 1998, on
the occasion of the eightieth anni-
versary of the founding of the first
Armenian republic, he was awarded
the Movses Khorenatsi medal by
President Robert Kocharian.

For more information on the
course, please contact the Armenian
Studies Program office at (559) 278-
2669.
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Fresno State's Pioneer Program Stand

Out for its Focus on Armenian Studies

By Dorina K. Lazo
The Fresno Bee

Sun gleams through the window
of Room 216A of the Family &
Food Sciences Building at Califor-
nia State University, Fresno,
providing enough light for students
packed in the small classroom to
see the chalkboard.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian
scrawls the Armenian word
"Mher" on the board.

The 20 some students in his 9
a.m. Armenian literature class
intently listen as he explains the
Persian roots of the name - that of
a god - and its use as a common
name in contemporary _Armenian
culture.

The explanation of a smgle

word's historic and modemn defi-
nition is an example of the role of
the Armenian Studies Program at
Fresno State: putting Armenian
culture and history into a global
context for students of Armenian
heritage and those who are not. -

Dr. Dikran Kouymjian founded
the program in 1977 and is its
director today. Der Mugrdechian,
one of his former students, is the
only other faculty member in the
undergraduate program, the only
one of its kind on an American
college campus. '

But Fresno State may be getting
company in Armenian Studies.
Last week,.a delegation from
California State University, North-
ridge, visited Fresno State to
observe the program in hopes of
starting an undergraduate Ar-
menian Studies program.

"Fresno is the place to come to
see how it's done," says Dr. Gre-
gory Velazco y Trianosky, asso-
ciate dean in the College of Huma-
nities at Northridge. "The program

is areal model. We would be proud -

to have the kind of success that this
program has."

Kouymjian says six universities
have graduate programs, but none
offers classes to undergraduates.
The first graduate program was
established at Harvard University
in the 1960s, and others followed
at Columbia, Tufts, Michigan,

-UCLA and the University of

California at Berkeley.

"Funny things are happening in
California,” says Kouymjian with
alaugh. "It's not just the Asians and
the Hispanics. We teach more
students in one semester than all
the other schools combined." .

On average, Kouymjian says,
130 students take classes through
Fresno State's Armenian Studies
program each semester. To earn a
minor in Armenian Studies, stu-
dents must complete 25 units from
a list of 12 classes that includes
"The Arts in Armenia," "William
Saroyan," "Armenian Genocide in
Comparative Context" and "Arm
enian Architecture.” '

- Students_in other dlsclplmes
take Armenian Studies classes to
fulfill general education require-

‘ments for humanities and social

studies. Senior John Jabagch-
ourian, a psychology major, says,

- "Coming to Fresno State, it's pretty

much like the Armenian Studies
program grabs you. Eventually one
class led to another.”

He plans to pursue a doctorate
in developmental or experimental
psychology, but believes a minor
in Annenian Studies fits with his
major.

"It gives me a better under-
standing of culture," Jabagch-
ourian says, mentioning a class on
the 1915 Armenian genocide.
Learning about that event and

S relatmg it to other genocides in

history has a lot to do with psy--
~chology. .

Many students who pursue the
minor go into international busi-
ness or seek jobs with Armenian
organizations. The program also
prepares students to work in one
of the 25 Armenian schools in the
United States or for graduate work
in doctoral programs.

Fresno is a natural place to have
an Armenian Studies undergra-
duate program, says Der Mugr-
dechian, "There are a lot of Ar-
menians in [Fresno] and students
get interested in learning about
Armenians."”

He says half the students afe
non-Armenians.

The curriculum is designed to
teach students about Armenian
culture, but also to examine the
bigger picture, says Kouymjian,
adding, "Each of these contexts

-allows me to open up a new chapter

about some other event in world
history."

Kouymjian was summoned
from Paris, where he still lives half
the year, to run the Fresno State
Armenian Studies program. Der
Mugrdechian, who's "Barlow" to
his students and co-workers, grew
up in Fresno and was one of
Kouymjian's early students in the

program.

The program also supports
extra-curricular activities that

include a lecture series, the Ar--

menian Students Organization and
a student-edited newspaper, Hye
Sharzhoom.”

The newspaper is inserted
quarterly into the campus news-
paper, The Collegian. .

"It really links the community
with the Armenian Studies pro-
gram on campus,” says Jabag-
chourian, the student editor. An
additional 6,000 copies are mailed
to Armenians all over the world.
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SUBJECT Hovannisian first Kazan Visitiné Professor

Fi irst Incumbent of Khanzadian Kazan Professorship
Dr. Hovannisian Appointed to Visiting Professorship at Fresno State

FRESNO - Dr. Richard Hovan-
nisian, Professor of Armenian and
Near Eastern History and Holder
of the Armenian Educational
_Foundation Chair in Modern Ar-
menian History at UCLA, has been
appointed for the Fall 2000 semes-
ter, as the first incumbent of the
Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan Visi-
ting Professorship in Armenian
Studies at Fresno State. '

Hovannisian will be teaching
one three-unit course, Armenian
Studies 105, Armenian Genocide
in Comparative Context, which
will be offered on Monday eve-
nings, from 3-6 p.m. The semester
begins Aug. 28."

In addition to the course, Ho-
vannisian will give three public
lectures on a single topic, which
will later be published as a mono-
graph. , ,
Hovannisian brings years of
teaching and research experience
to the position and it is especially
significant that he will be teaching
the course in the year 2000, which

marks the 85th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide. o

Hovannisian is the first appoin-
tee to the Kazan Visiting Profes-
sorship, and each year a new
scholar will be invited to teach.

~ Hovannisian was born and
reared in Tulare, Calif., and recei-
ved his B.A. and M.A. in history
from the University of California,
Berkeley, and Ph.D. in history from
UCLA. A member of the UCLA
family since 1962, he has orga-
nized both the undergraduate and
graduate programs in Armenian
history at the university and has
guided a number of students to the
Ph.D. degree and an active aca-
demic career. He served as the
Associate Director of UCLA's
Center for Near Eastern Studies
from 1978 to 1995.

Hovannisian is a Guggenheim
Fellow and has received many
honors for his scholarship, civic
activities, and advancement of
Armenian studies. He is-a founder
and three-time president of the

‘Society for Armeman Studies and

serves on the cdltonal boards of
five journals and on the boards of
directors of 10 scholarly and civic
orgnizations. He has given hun-
dreds of public lectures and partici-
pated in numerous international
forums and in the media on Ar-
menian issues.

Hovannisian was awarded the
Medal of Mesrop Mashtots by
Catholicos Karekin I of the Great
House of Cilicia in 1982. In 1990,
he became the first social scientist
living abroad to be elected to the
Armenian National Academy of
Sciences, and he has received
honorary doctorate degrees from
Yerevan State University (1994)
and Artsakh (Karabagh) State
University (1997). In May, 1998,
on the occasion of the eighticth
anniversary of the founding of the
first Armenian republic, he was
awarded the Movses Khorenatsi
medal by Presxdent Robert Ko-
charian.
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Sept. 2001 San Francisco Gala Will

Celebrate Premiere

SAN FRANCISCO - The royal
courts of fourth-century Armenia '
will be the backdrop to a gala
“celebrating the world premiere of

Tigran Chukhadjian’s Arshak IT1hy

the San Francisco Opera. Slated for
Sept. 8, 2001, the opening night
gala will consist of a pre-perfor-
mance formal dinner and a post-
performance party.
. San Francisco Opera General
director Lotfi Mansouri will direct
the six September performances of
the opera. The world premiere
coincides with the events comme-
morating the 1700th anniversary of
the adoption of Christianity by the
Armenian nation.

"We are very excited to make
this announcement because open-
ing night promises to be an evening
to remember," commented Gala
Co-Chair Carol Rustigian.

"Qur gala will bring inter-
" national dignitaries and distin-
guished guests from around the
world to take part in the world
premiere," stated Gala Co-Chair
‘Flora Dunaians, adding, "The

Honorary Committee members to

e

of Arshak Il Opera

date include Congresswoman
Anna-Eschoo, Congresswoman
Nancy Pelosi, Assemblywoman
Jackie Speer, and San Francisco
Mayor Willie Brown."

‘The Arshak 11 Opera Com-
mittee also announced the laun-
ching of its official web site located
at www.arshakopera.com. Updated
news and information on the

activities 'of the organizing com-
_mittee can be found at this site.

In association with this project,
the San Francisco Opera has
formed a Cultural Advisory Com-

1

mittee comprised of scholars. They

include Dr. Richard G. Hovan-
nisian, Dr. Lucy Der Manuelian,
Dr. James R. Russell, Dr. Kevork
Bardakjian, and Dr. Dikran Kouy-
m-ji—a'—l. TS

The project came to life in
March 1999, after the Armenian-
American community succeeded in
raising more than $1 million to
help underwrite a portion of the
opera's production expenses.

For general information, call
(415) 249-9149.
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Garabedian Foundation Supports CSUF's Amenian Studm Program

FRESNO - For the fifth conse-
cutive year, the Bertha and John
Garabedian charitable Foundation
has awarded Prof. Dickran Kouy-
mjian and the Armienian Studies
Program a grant for on-going
projects. Thanks to previous
grants, Armenian Studies has been
. able to engage students skilled in
computer technology to develop a
special site on the World Wide
Web. .

‘The Garabedian Foundation
provided 76 individual grants to
Valley organizations and projects
for the year 2000 totaling nearly
half a million dollars. Foundation
Trustees are: Silvestre Arias, Glenn
E. Rose, Malcolm H. Stewart, and
Dr. H. Tookoian.

John Garabedian (1909-1992)
was a patron of the Armenian
Studies Program back in the 1980s.
During the fund drive for the Haig
and Isabel Berberian Endowed
Chair in Armenian Studies, Gara-
bedian pledged $100,000, half of
which he contributed before his
death. The Armenian Studies
offices are named in his honor.

Thanks to the Garabedian
grants, dozens of students have
benefited over the years from
special research grants to work on
the Index of Armenian Art, an
ongoing prroject whose purpose is
to collect all examples of medieval
Armenian art from both published
and unpublished sources. Part I of
the IAA, Armenian Manuscript
Illumination, has been in progress
since the early 1970s. Originally
the completed set from all Ar-
menian manuscripts to the year
1000 was issued in a booklet in
1977 and those of the 11th century
were published in tabular form in
1979, _

Also thanks to a Garabedian
Foundation grant, Prof. Kouy-
mjian's entire book, The Arts of
Armenia, published by the Ca-
louste Gulbenkian Foundation in

Lisbon, Portugal in 1992 was put
on the Armenian Studies website
along with 300 color slides of all
phases of Armenian art.

This year's grant will all work
to continue on two international
exhibits being organized by Kouy-
mjian. The first will be held at the
Museum of Art and History in
Geneva, Switzerland starting in the
fall of 2001. It will exhibit for the
first time the "Treasures of the
Armenian Catholicosate of Cili-
cia." The second exhibition will
open at the Textile Museum in
Lyon, France on Dec. 15,2001 and
run for three months. Its subject is

"Armenian Altar Curtains from the
Collection of Holy Etchmiadzin.”
It too will have a special illustrated
catalogue. Both projects are part
of the 1700th anniversary celebra-
tion of the conversion of Armenia
to Christianity.

Due in part to the Bertha and
John Garabedian Foundation
grant, Kouymjian will be able to
continue to study the objects in
both exhibits and to describe each
item individually including the
complete inscriptions usually
found on all Armenian liturgical
objects.
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Armemans studay

U.S. farm policy

Cal Dooley gives delegates a loan-law lesson.

By MiCHAEL DOYLE

BEE WASHINGTON
BUREAU

WASHINGTON — Armenia
is a former communist state
where farmers are on their own.

The United States is a free-
market venerator where farm-
ers this year will receive more
government aid than ever be-
fore in the nation’s history.

Into this seemingly contradic-
tory mix, six somber Armenian
legislators arrived this week to
learn how they, too, can deploy
the government on farmers’ be-
half. They're learning from
those who know best: Califor-
nians experienced in agricul-
ture and politics, and in the
sometimes tangled web that
binds the two.

“We are here to see how legis-
lation is done, so we can take it
back to our country and adjust
it to our conditions,” legislator
Samvel Avetisyan, speaking
through an interpreter, said
Tuesday on Capitol Hill.

To the untutored, the condi-
tions may seem topsy-turvy.

Armenia, part of the Soviet
Union’s centrally planned eco-
nomic system until 1991, pro-
vides no subsidies or support for
its 330,000 farmers. This year,
the United States is providing
American farmers about $32 hil.
lion in subsidies through what’s
called the Freedom to Farm Act.
In a Tuesday discussion with
his Armenian counterparts,
Rep. Cal Dooley, D-Hanford, de-
scribed U.S. farm policy as try-
ing to get out of the business of
influencing grower decisions,

“But when you increase those
direct payments, isn’t that mak-
ing the farmer produce more?”
asked legislator Hakob Hakoby-
an, a former canal engineer
with an eye for paradox.

“It is a problem,” Dooley
agreed, to general laughter,
“but there’s not necessarily a

—better alternative at this time.”

Avetisyan, a former agricul-
tural economist elected to his
first four-year term in the Arme-
nian National Assembly last
year, and his colleagues have
some specific goals for their two-
week visit, which will take them
from Washington’s power cen-
ters to California’s Central Val.
ley. Accompanied by an emeri-
tus University of California vice
president who'’s advising them,
the Armenian legislators hope
to get a start on crafting farm-re.
lated legislation.

In particular, the legislators
want help in establishing agri.
cultural co-ops and credit associ:
ations to aid the country’s farm.

“ers. Although agriculture —<c—

counts for about one-third of the
nation’s economy, according to
the CIA World Factbook, Arme-
nian farms average only about 5
acres.

“They’re in a very difficult sit-
uation, both economically and
politically, so it’s taking some
time,” said Kenneth Farrell, the
adviser who formerly served as

. the University of California’s

top official for agriculture and
natural resources.

The Armenian National As-
sembly, for instance, lacks an ag-
riculture committee that can
focus on creating farm-oriented
programs.

Capitol Hill sessions this
week are a kind of Civies 101
boot camp, with Dooley discuss-
ing how the U.S, Congress
wrote legislation providing low-
interest farm loans and the like,
congressional staffers describ.
ing bill-writing, and Agriculture
Department officials lecturing
on farm-credit programs.

Next week, sessions in Sacra-
mento, the University of Califor-
nia at Davis and a Sacramento
Valley farm-credit group will
build on the lessons.

Though the legislators won'’t
visit the Fresno area, home to a
large Armenian-American popu-
lation and an Armenian Studj S
Program at California State Uni-
VErsi Tesno, they volun-
teered gratitude Tuesday for
the region’s assistance.

“The Fresno university
belped us a lot, and also the
[city’s] Armenian community,”
Avetisyan said.
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CSUF Armenian Studies Program: Bertha and John

- Garabedian Charitable Foundation Grant Renewed

FRESNO - For the fifth
consccutive year, the Bertha
and John Garabedian Charitablc
Foundation has awarded Prof.
Dickran Kouymjian and the
Armenian Studies Program a
grant for on-going projects.
Thanks to previous grants, Ar-
menian Studics has been able to
cngage students skilled in com-
puter tcchnology to develop a
special sitc on the World Wide
Web:
hip://esulresno.cdw/ArmenianS
tudics/. The work was started
by former student Joseph Kra-
jekian, then mounted on the
web by Ara Mckhitarian, who
was wcbmaster until last fall,
when Dickran Chekian assumed
the rolc.

John Garabedian  (1909-
1992) was a gencrous patron of
the Armcnian Studics Program
back in the 1980s. Dr. Kouym-
Jjian, Director of the Program,
visited him on his farm scvcral
times, and Mr. Garabedian rc-
tuncd the visits to the campus.
During the fund drive for the
Haig and Isabcl Berberian En-
dowced Chair in Armenian Stud-
ics, John Garabedian pledged
$100,000, half of which hc con-
tributed before his death. The
Armenian Studics offices arc
named in his honor and a spe-
cial plaque commemorating the
gift can be viewed on the third
floor of the Leon S. Peters
Business  Building,  which
houscs the Center for Armenian
Studics and the Program of-
fices.

Thanks to the Garabedian
grants, dozens of students have
bencfited over the years from
special research grants o work
on the Index of Armcnian Art,
an ongoing project whosc pur-
posc is to collect all examples
of medicval Armenian art from
both published and unpublished
sources. Part [ of the TAA, Ar-
menian Manuscript Hlumina-
tion. has becn in progress since
the carly 1970s. Originally the
completed sct from all Arme-
nian manuscripts to thec ycar
1000 was issued in a bodklet in
1977 and those of the 11™ cen-
tury were published in tabular
form in 1979. with the aid of a
previous  Garabedian Founda-
tion grant, the miniaturcs from
the 9™ through the 11" century
were put on an interactive CD
ROM disk. But the advent of
the web quickly made this tech-
nology lcss useful than mount-
ing the information and picturcs
on a website.

Also thanks to a Garabedian
Foundation Grant, Prof.
Kouymjian’s cntirc book, “The
Arts of Armenia, published by
the Calouste Gulbenkian Foun-
dation in Lisbon, Portugal in
1992 was put on thc Armenian
Studics website along with 300

color slides of all phasc of Ar-
menian art. The text and the
images arc now rcgularly used
by students in Armenian Stud-
ics courscs, cspecially AS 20,
The Arts of Armenia. AS 121
Armenian Miniature Painting,
and AS 123, Armecnian Archi-
tecture.

This year’s grant will all
work to continuc on two inter-
national exhibits being organ-
ized by Dickran Kouymjian.
The first will be held at the Mu-
scum of Art and History in Ge-
neva, Switzerland starting in the
fall of 2001. it will exhibit for
the first time the “Treasurcs of
thc Armenian Catholicosate of
Cilicia.” Already this spring a
spccial tcam of students has
scanned slides of the objects
from Dr. Kouymjian’s collec-
tion onto a CD disk for use in
the writing of the catalogue.
The second exhibition will open
at the Textile Muscum in Lyon,
Francc on Dccember 15, 2001

and run for threc months. [ts
subjcct is “Armcnian Altar Cur-
tains from the Collcction of
Holy Etchmiadzin.” It too will
have a special illustrated cata-
loguc. Both projects are part of
the 1700" anniversary celcbra-
tion of the convention of Arme-
nia to Christianity.

Thanks in part to the Bertha
and John Garabedian Founda-
tion grant, Professor Kouymyjian
will be able to have some frce
time from teaching to continue
to study the objects in both ex-
hibits and to describe each itcm
individually including thc com-
plete inscriptions usually found
on all Armenian liturgical ob-
jects. Both exhibits have scpa-
rale tcams of international cx-
perts in textiles, metalwork,
miniaturc painting, and carly
printing.

The Garabedian Foundation
provided 76 individual grants to
Valley organizations and pro-
jects for the ycar 2000 totaling
ncarly balf a miilion dollars.
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»Armenian Legislatofs are in America to Study

How Government Can Help Farmers

WASHINGTON - Armenia
is a former communist statc
whcre farmers are on their own.

The United States is a [ree-
market venerator where farmers
this year will receive more gov-
ernment aid than cver before in
the nation’s history.

Into this scemingly contra-
dictory mix, six somber Arme-
nian legislators arrived this
week to learn how they. too.
could deploy the governmicnt on

farmers” behalf. They 're lcarn-

ing from thosc who know best:
Californians expericnced  in
agriculturc, politics. and in the
sometimes-tangled  web  that
binds the two.

“Wce arc here to scc how
legislation is donc. so we can
take it back to our country and
adjust it 1o our conditions.”
legistator  Samvel  Avctisyan,
spcaking through an intcrpreter.
said Tucsday on Capitol Hill.

To the untutored. the con-
ditions may sccm {opsy-turvy,

Armecnia. part of the Sovicl
Union’s centrally planncd cco-
nomic system -until 1991, now
provides no subsidics or support
for its 330.000 farmers. The
United States. this ycar. is pro-
viding American farmers somc
$32 biltion in subsidics through
what's called the Freedom to
Farm Act. In a Tucsday round-
table with his Armcnian coun-
terparts. Rep. Cal Dooley, D-
Hanford. dcscribed U.S. farm

policy as trying to gct out of the
busincss of influcncing grower
decisions.

“But when you incrcasc
thosc dircct payments. isn’t that
making thc farmer producc

~morc?” asked Icgislator Hakob
Hakobyan. a former canal engi-
ncer with an cve for paradox.

"It is a problem.” Doolcy
agreed. to general laughter, “but

there's not nccessarily a better
alternative at this time.”

A former  agricultural
cconomist clected o his first
-four-year term in the Armenian
National Asscmbly last ycar.
Avctisyan and his collecagucs
have somc specilic goals for
their two-week visit that will
takc them from Washinglon's
power centers to California’s
Central  Valley. Accompanicd

- by an cmeritus University of

California vice president who's
advising thcm. the Armcnian

. legislators hope to get a start on
. crafting  farm-related

legisla-
tion.

In particular, the lcgistators
want hiclp in cstablishing agri-
cultural co-ops and credit asso-
ciations to aid the country’s
farmers.  Although agriculturc
accounts for about onc-third of
the nation’s cconomy. accord-
ing o thc CIA World Fact
book. Armcnian farms average
only about 5 acrcs.

“They're in a very difficult
situation.  both  cconomically
and politicallv. so 1it’s taking
some time,” said Kenneth Far-

rell, the adviser who formerly
secrved as the University of
California’s top official for ag-
riculturc and natural resources.

The Armcnian  National
Asscmbly. for instancc. cur-
rently lacks an agriculture
commitice that can focus on
crcating [arm-oricnicd  pro-
grams.

Farrell is helping through a
{cderally funded program. run
through the Agriculturc De-
partment, designed to aid dc-
veloping countrics. Capitol Hill
scssions this week arc a kind of
Civics 101" boot camp, with
Doolcey discussing how the U.S.
Congress wrolc legislation pro-
viding low-intcrest farm loans
and the litke. congressional

staffers describing the theory:

and practice of bull-writing. and
Agriculturc  Department  offi-

cials lecturing on the nitty-gritty
of farm credit programs.

Next week. scssions in Sac-
ramento. the University of Cali-
fornia. Davis, and a Sacramento
Valley farm credit group will
build on thc Washington lcs-
sons. Though the lcgislators
won't be visiting the Fresno
arca. homc to a large Armcnian-
Amcrican population and an
Armcnian Studics Program at
California__ Statc __University.
SO0 )
Fresno. they volunteered grati-
tudc Tucsday for the region's
past assistancc.

“The Fresno  University
helped us a lot. and also the
{city’s) Armenian commuaty.”
Avctisyan said.
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Lesson in Capitol Hill

Legislators Study U.S. Style of Farmer Support

By Michael Doyle

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Ar-
menia is a former communist state
where farmers are on their own.

The United States is a free-
market venerator where farmers
this year will receive more govern-
ment aid than ever before in the
nation's history.

Into this seemingly contra-
dictory mix, six somber Armenian
legislators arrived this week to
learn how they, too, can deploy the
government on farmers' behalf.
They're learning from those who
know best: Californians experien-
ced in agriculture, politics, and in
the sometimes tangled web that
binds the two.

"We are here to see how legis-
lation is done, so we can take it
back to our country and adjust it
to our conditions," legislator
Samvel Avetisyan, speaking thro-
ugh an interpreter, said last week
on Capitol Hill.

To the untutored, the conditions
may seem topsy-turvy.

Armenia, part of the Soviet
Union's centrally planned econo-
mic system until 1991, now provi-
des no subsidies or support for its
330,000 farmers. The United
States, this year, is providing
American farmers some $32 bil-
lion in subsidies through what's
called the Freedom to Farm Act.

In a roundtable with his Ar-
menian counterparts, Rep. Cal
Dooley, D-Hanford, described
U.S. farm policy as trying to get
out of the business of influencing
grower decisions.

"But when you increase those
direct payments, isn't that making
the farmer produce more?" asked
legislator Hakob Hakobyan, a
former canal engineer with an eye
for paradox.

"It is a problem," Dooley agre-
ed, to general laughter, "but there's
not necessarily a better alternative

__at this time."

A formeragricultural economist
elected to his first four-year term
in the Armenian National As-
sembly last year, Avetisyan and his
colleagues have some specific
goals for their two-week visit that
will take them from Washington's
power centers to California's
Central Valley. Accompanied by an
emeritus University of California
vice president who's advising them,

- the Armenian legislators hope to
getastart on crafting farm-related
legislation.

In particular, the legislators
want heip in establishing agri-
cultural co-ops and credit asso-
ciations to aid the country's far-
mers. Although agriculture ac-
counts for about one-third of the
nation's economy, according to the
CIA World Factbook, Armenian
farms average only about 5 acres.

"They're in a very difficult
situation, both economically and
politically, so it's taking some
time," said Kenneth Farrell, the
adviser who formerly served as the
University of California's top
-official for agriculture and natural
resources.,

The Armenian National Assem-
bly, for instance, currently lacks an
agriculture committee that can
focus on creating farm-oriented
programs.

Farrell is helping through a
federally funded program, run
through the Agriculture Depar-
tment, designed to aid developing
countries. Capitol Hill sessions

- _m = -

this week are a kind of Civics 101
boot camp, with Dooley discussing
how the U.S. Congress wrote
legislation providing low-interest
farm loans and the like, congres-
sional staffers describing the
theory and practice of bill-writing,
and Agriculture Department offi-
cials lecturing on the nitty-gritty
of farm credit programs.

Next week, sessions in Sacra-

mento, the University of Califor-
nia, Davis, and a Sacramento

Valley farm credit group will build
on the Washington lessons.
Though the legislators won't be
visiting the Fresno area, home to a
large Armenian-American popula-
tion and an Armenian Studies

Program at California State Uni-

versity, kresno, they volunteered

gratitude Tor the region's past

assistance.

"The Fresno university helped
us a lot, and also the (city's)
Armenian community,” Avetisyan
said.

(Michael Doyle is a Washington
reporter for Scripps-McClatchy
Western Service.) '
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Bulbulian's Book Chronicles
Fresno Armenian Community

FRESNO - A book written by

retired Del Rey farmer Berge -

Bulbulian that chronicles the area's
Armenian community, was relea-
sed by the University Press at
California State University, Fres-
no. The book is titled "The Fresno
Armenians--History of a Diaspora
Community."”

Bulbulian is scheduled to sign
books on Aug. 12 at Fig Garden
Bookstore from 1 to 3 p.m.

The author, a charter member
of the Fresno State Armenian
Studies Program Advisory Board
and a member of the Friends of the
Madden Library Board, presents
the development and experiences
of Fresno's Armenian community-
-highlighting the role Armenians
played in the city's development
and outlying areas.

The Fresno Armenians is Bul-
bulian's first book but the second
for University Press since it resu-
med operation in 1998 afier a six-
_year hiatus.

Dr. Luis Costa, dean of the
college who serves as The Press's
publisher and director, said Bul-

bulian's book compiles material

widely scattered in multiple archi-
ves and publications that had never
been collected into one text.
Bulbulian focuses primarily
upon three distinct historical
periods: the first prior to World
War 1, the second between World
War | and World War [l and the

third after World War 11.

The 312-page book, available
in paperback for $18.95, contains
15 illustrations and a 22"x 17" pull
out map of Fresno's old Armenian
Town. The book also includes an
appendix of Armenian profes-
sionals in Fresno County with a
listing of 179 accountants, archi-
tects, attorneys, dentists, chiro-
practors and physicians.

Local outlets carrying the book
include Fig Garden Bookstore, B.
Dalton Bookstore, Borders Books
and the Kennel Bookstore on
campus. It is also available at the
College of Arts and Humanities
office and through Amazon.com,

Born in Mexico, Bulbulian
grew up on a farm in the Del Rey
area before serving in the U.S.
Navy during World War Il. After
his military service, he attended
Fresno State College for one year
and graduated from UCLA in 1950
with a B.A. in philosophy.

He returned to the family farm,
which he operated for 42 years. In
1990 he was a guest editorial writer
for The Fresno Bee. His articles
have appeared in a variety of
publications and for several years
he was a columnist for the Inter-
national Travel News publishing
essays about museums he visited
during extensive European travel.

For more information, or to
order the book, call (559) 278-
3056.
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