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charge, though proven false after the war was over, was vgspeciallﬂnﬂam—
matory at the time it was made. On 27 January General DeWitt had a long
talk with Governor Culbert L. Olson of California and afterward reported:

There’s a tremendous volume of public opinion now developing against the Jap-
anese of all classes, that is aliens and non-ali to get them off the land, and in
outhern California around ngeles—in that area too—they want and they are
bringing pressure on the government to move all the Japanese out. As a matter of fact,
it'’s not being instigated or developed by people who are not thinking but by the best

people of California. Since the publication of the Roberts Report they feel that they
are living in the midst of a Iot of enemies. They don't trust the Japanese, none of

them.**
After another talk two days later with the Attorney General of California,
M, Earl Warten, General DeWitt reported that Mr. Warren was in_

thorough_agreement with Governor Olson that the Japanese population
should be removed from the state of California, and the Army commander
now expressed his own unqualified concurrence in this proposal and also his
willingness to accept responsibility for the enemy alien program if it were
transferred to him.*

In Washington, as Major Bendetsen told General DeWitt on the same
day, 29 January, the California Congressional delegation was “beginning

to get up in arms” and its representatives had scheduled an informal meeting
for the following afternoon to formulate recommendations for action. Some
Washington state Congressmen also attended this meeting, to which rep-
r&sentatives of the Justice and War Departments were invited. Major Ben-
detsen reported General DeWitt's views to the assembled Congressmen and,
though denying that he was authorized to speak for the War Department,
nevertheless expressed the opinion that the Army would be entirely willing
to take over from Justice, “'provided they accorded the Army, and the Secre-
tary of War, and the military commander under him, full authority to require
the services of any other federal agency, and provided that federal agency
was required to respond.” 2* The Congressmen unanimously approved a sug-
gested program for action, which called for an evacuation of enemy aliens
and “dual’ citizens from critical areas, but which made no specific mention
of the Japanese. In presenting the Congressional program to his chief, Major
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