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~ Fresno State to Offer
Armenian Dance Seminar

FRESNO, CA - This February, internationally-recognized -

dance instructor Tom Bozigian will teach a course on Armenian

dance at Fresno state University. Gy Lt
The course, titled Armenian Studies 120T: Armenian Dance will

meet on Friday, February 2 and Saturday, February 3, 2007. The

‘Friday session begins at 5:00 p.m. and continues until 10:00 p.m. in

the South Gym, Room 134, on the Fresno State campus. Saturday’s
class runs from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Mr. Bozigian’s dance seminar is being sponso1ed by the Armenian
Studies Program at Fresno State.

Regularly enrolled students at Fresno State may take the course for
free as part of their normal semester course load. There is a $75 per
person fee for non-students, and those interested in registering should
contact the Armenian Studies Program at (559) 278-2669 to receive
registration materials. The dance seminar is open to the public and is
expected to fill quickly. There are no prerequisites for the course.

Tom Bozigian was born in Los Angeles and was raised and edu-
cated in Fresno, receiving his B.A. degree in Russian Area Studies.
At the invitation of the Soviet Armenian government in the early
1970s, Mr. Bozigian traveled to Yerevan, where he continued his clas-
sical and character dance training graduating from the State Choreo-
graphic School Sayat Nova in a three-year program. After returning to
the United States Mr. Bozigian has devoted his career to the preserva-
tion, performance, and instructien of original Armenian song and darice.

" Each year Mr. Bozigian — who is fluent in English, Russian, and
Armenian — travels to Armenia to continue his research, working with
various institutions and dance specialists. At the same time, he visits
target areas throughout Armenia for the purpose of drawing compari-
sons of original dances from both Armenia and the diaspora.

Tom Bozigian is noted for his extensive knowledge of Armenian
dances from the pre-1915 period. In addition to these and the Cauca-
sian Armenian dances, Bozigian specializes in new Armenian folk
dances, and choreographs for stage presentation. He regularly tours the
Orient and Europe, teaching Armenian dance to. international folk
dance collectives and to groups within Armenian communities.

In 1975 Tom Bozigian founded the International Song and Dance
Symposium and directed the one week seminar for 5 years at the
University of Hawaii Oahu campus, and for 20 years at University of
California’s Santa Barbara campus. Many noted folk dance specialists
presented their dance programs at these institutes.

Today, Bozigian lives in Los Angeles, amid the largest con-
centration of Armenians outside of Armenia. He continues his
classical dance training, studies musical arrangement and har-
mony. He also directs “Hye Bar Entertainment” (a disc-jockey
service).
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BY PAUL CHADERJIAN
Special to the Armenian Reporter

FRESNO, CA — Though Native Ameri- | specialized degrees, conduct massive research
*. projects, hold symposia, and come together
¢ with community and business leaders and the -

: public to jointly address not just growth but.

cans lived here as far back as 6,000 years be-
fore Christ, this story begins in the mid-1800s,

when arailroad baron established adepothere
— setting modern day development into mo- i

tion.

Spanish explorers had deemed the empty,

arid desert uninhabitable, and passed through

- it, as did the Gold Rush-era-‘49ers. But when
a labyrinth of irrigation canals was built on
this mostly-flat terrain, the region’s Mediter-
ranean climate allowed waves of immigrants
to turn the southern San Joaquin Valley into
the most agriculturally bountiful area in the
world.

Now this region, dubbed by the medxa as
the “New California,” is home to a booming
population of more than three million people.
It is the raisin capital of the world, produces

more than 250 crops, and provides a quarter

of the food eaten in the U.S. The Southern
San Joaquin Valley’s agricultural business

brings in more than $16 billion in revenues

every year.

In this booming’ region, ‘once-an empty-

desert, a retired dentist and his wife, the chil-
dren of hard-working immigrants, are. help-
ing the local university to address regional
challenges and to maintain its role as the intel-
lectual and educational center for the Central
San Joaquin Valley.

With a gift of one-and-a-half million dol-
lars, Dr. Amold and Diane Gazarian are es-

tablishing a real estate center at California State

University, Fresno, and helping to launch the
biggest fundraising effort in the university’s
100-year history.

“We’ve been blessed,” says Dr. Gazarian

when we meet for coffee at his daughter’s
business, Uncle Harry’s New York Bagelry,
in North Fresno. “We’ve really been blessed,
and we’re fortunate enough to be able to do
it. I think it’s going to be very good for the

~ valley. I think it’s going to help with the edu-
cation of a lot of people who are interested in
this field.”
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The Gazarians and university officials en-
vision creating a think-tank in the next three
years that can execute fact-based planning for

- growth, a place where academics can pursue

i months,”
sion was to make the investment in the uni-

; versity. [ think that’s what it is. It’s an invest-_

" ment in the Valley’s future, the university’s

also the economic, social, and environmental

i concerns of the region.

“We talked about the donation with the Dean
of the School of Business for a number of
says Dr. Gazarian, “and the deci-

~ future. ..and hopefully an investment in hu-
¢ mankind.”

The Gazarians’ generosity and “investment

; inhumankind” began several decades ago. The
i couple has been behind some major educa-

+ tion initiatives, and has served on the Fresno
State” Foundamon Board of Governors for
more than 10 years. Dianne Gazarian (nee
Berberian) directs the Berberian and Gazarian

- Family Foundation, and the couple established
the Haig and Isabel Berberian Endowed Chair
in Armenian Studies at Fresno State nearly two
decades ago.

“Diane and Arnold have been the most im-

pressive consistent supporters of the Armenian
Studies Program at Fresno State, since they
enabled the establishment of the first full-time
and functioning endowed chair in any disci-
pline on our campus,”
Kouymyjian, professor, director and coordina- -
tor of the Center for Armenian Studies at
CSUF.

says Dr.. Dickran

Dr. Kbuymjian, who holds the Haig and

Isabel Berberian Endowed. Chair, says the
Gazarians established the chair in honor of

- Diane’s mother and father. “But their contri-

“The Gazarian gift sets the stage for Fresno -

. State and the Craig School of Business to be-
come the central player in real estate research

: in the Central

Valley,” says Dr. Douglas Hensler, chair of
. the Dean and Sid Craig School of Business at

" CSUF.

bution only began with the donation,” says Dr. -
Kouymyjian. “For the past 20 years they have
been unfailing in their support.”

Dr. Gazarian served as the president of the

Armenian Studies Program Advisory Board

for many years, and Dr. Kouymjian says Amold -

and Diane have been generous with their ad-

vice and help on nearly every important issue.
“They have alsonever refused to organized

receptlons and other:events in:their gracious:

home,” says Dr. Kouymyjian. “They have asked

for nothing in return, and both of them and

their children never seek publicity or other dis-
tinctions. They' are hard-working, elegant
people, with a permanent concern for the Ar-
menian Studies Program, Fresno State, and
their city, Fresno.”
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UNPAVED STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS

When 76-year-old Amold Gazarian was a

teenager, he walked a mile to school and helped

out his parents on the family’s raisin farm near

Fowler, CA. He says he remembers things very

vividly, especially his dream to grow up and
become a dentist.

“An uncle in Fresno was a dentist,” recalls

Gazarian. “What I liked about that is that the
dental office was always clean. He was never
perspiring or dirty working under the vines. I
thought, this is a great life, and T want to be

~ working with my hands, and this is what I

want to be.” . :

Life on the farm was difficult, says Gazarian.
“Mom and dad worked the ranch, as raisin
growers. There were no sidewalks out.on the

* ranch, no asphalt driveway. When it rained, it

would be muddy. Hot water and heatand cook-
ing was done all on a wood stove, whether it

* was.the middle of summer or dead of winter.”

Groceries were purchased on credit until the
crop came in and his parents were able to pay
their bills. “I guess what we would do is once
a week, we would go to an Armenian store in

“Fresno to do our shopping. After the crop
‘would come in, mom and dad would go and

pay off the bill, or try to pay off the bill —
almost all of it.”

“After World War I was over,” remem-
bers Gazarian, “we got at that time a butane
stove and a butane heater at the house. And a
butane water heater. We’d made our weekly
trip to Fresno, and we came home on a cold
winter afternoon and it had been installed. And
all I did was open the hot water tap —and voila,
there was hot water!” :

He laughs. “Tt was like downtown,” he says.
“I must have been about 13. It is something
that T will never ever forget.” ’

After high school, -Gazarian attended
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1.5 million gift will establish a real

estate center at California State University, Fresno—and help launch the biggest

fundraising effort in the university’s 100-year history. :

Reedley Community College, enrolled at the
University of California at Berkeley forayear,
then transferred across the Bay to UC San
Francisco’s School of Dentistry. He began his
dentistry practice in 1956 and retired after 33
years, when the family’s farming, real estate,
and development businesses began demand-
ing more of his-attention: -~~~

“Since I was six or seven years old,” he
says, “that’s all I wanted to be, a dentist. Little
did I realize that the profession I was going in
wasn’t the cleanest in the world. The mouth
has more bacteria than any place else in the
body.”

But though it wasn’t exactly the clean job
he had envisioned, dentistry ended up being a

- very rewarding profession, says Gazarian.

“My patients were the light of my life,” he
says. “I'd wake up in the morning, and I
couldn’t wait to get to-work, because 1 en-
joyed it. It was a great profession, in that I
was usually done by five o’clock, and Dianne
could have dinner on the table-at six o’clock

to eat with the kids, and we always did. Six,,

6:15, every day, dinner was on the table, and
we sat around as a family and had dinner.”

‘The Gazarians, whose parents came frorc
Kars and Kharpert via Massachusetts, raisec
four daughters, and now have five grandkids
“This is my third daughter that owns this
place,” he says, referring to the Bagelry. “’She
and her husband put together Uncle Harry’s
and now Betty’s Sandwiches, named after my
mother-in-law. My father-in-law was knowr
as Harry back East, and my mother-in-law
always used to call him Harry. My mother
in-law’s name was Isabelle, but everybody
called her Betty.”

When the Berberian and Gazarian family
business began demanding more of his atten
tion, Dr. Gazarian had less and less time
practice dentistry. “We farmed abouta coupl
of thousand of acres between here anc
Modesto,” he says. “Our major crop was al
monds. We also farmed cling peaches, cher
ries, citrus, grapes and, table grapes.”

When his father-in-law passed away
Gazarian found himself spending more tin
in the property management and developmer
businesses. “Every time someone would cal
I literally had my hands in someone's moutt
So, it got to the point that I had to move on. ]
was time to close chapter in the book and ope
up another chapter.” :
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COMMUNITY SERVICE

Dr. Gazarian emphasizes that he and his
wife have been very fortunate, and their latest
gift to Fresno State is just another way of giv-
ing back to the community. “The good Lord
has_been good to us,” he says, “and we are
giving back to the community that has allowed
us to do what little we’ve been able to do.”

For the past 50 years, Gazarian has been
giving back as a member of the Exchange
Club community service organization. “T ve.
been through the chairs. Everything from
president to secretary,” he says, “and I'mkind
of now a knife-and-forker.” Gazarian never

" missed a weekly meeting during his career in

dentistry. He says he had a lot of fun doing
good work for the community, like helping
abused children. “That’s our major project,”
he says. .

Along with helping victims of abuse and
trying to stop child abuse, the Exchange Club
reaches out to underprivileged children with
help, honors members of the law enforcement
community, provides scholarships and hon-
ors to high school students, and even has its
members ring bells for the Salvation Army
every holiday season.

Gazarian says he and his wife owe their

success in life to public schools and colleges,
and he attributes their education to the educa-

- tion-systerfurided by the public. “These in- -

stitutions didn’t just happen,” he says. “And
people don’t do things by just themselves.”

- The retired dentist says-he:could not:tumy

down an invitation from Fresno State Presi-

" dent Dr. John D. Welty 10 years ago to serve.
on the Fresno State Foundation Board. “Diane -

and I discussed it, and we said, you know, it’s
something we’re interested in — so why not?
You cannot help but get interested in what
Fresno State is doing, and in education.”
With the Gazarians’ input, Fresno State
strengthened its development department and

created development directors for each of the.
schools at the university. “A few years ago,” -

says Dr. Gazarian, “we decided to move ahead
with a comprehensive campaign for the uni-
versity, and the reason for that is the state of
California today.

Dr. Gazarian says state funding of public
universities covers only about three-quarters

. of the costs; compared to a decade ago when
~California covered about 95 percent of the

budget. “State funding is beginning to dimin-
ish,” says Dr. Gazarian, “and without private
support, the university is not going to flour-
ish.”

" THENE W CALIFORNIA

Fresno State’s largest fundraising effort
touts the Central San Joaquin Valley as the
New California,” citing similar references to
the region by the San Francisco Chronicle,
National Public Radio, and the Public Policy
Institute of California. 7ime Magazine called

the region “the last Real California” andisaid -

that Fresno was “the last Real California;eft.”
_The city and county of Fresno are natned
after the ash trees that are said to have lined
the nearby San Joaquin River, which flgwed
out of the icy Sierras. That river, which at
one time was so large that steamboats feried

people up to Stockton and Sacramento, isfnow

dammed in a dozen places in the mountains
and nearly dry on the valley floor.
But the farmland that the canals wergjbuilt
to water is now being turned into mile§ and
miles of new neighborhoods. Escalatinig real
estate prices in other pats of the state arg flriv-
g more and more people to Central Cadifor-
nia from the Bay Areaand Southern Califor-
nia. Volumes have been written about the loss
of the family farms, and how that loss is re-
sulting in the loss of a distinctive American
culture and family values. :
Challenging development and redevelop-
mentconcerns have been sensational cases like
“Operation Rezone.” The FBI investigation,
broken in the media by L.A. Times journalist
Mark Arax, resulted in the conviction of more
than adozen, including Fresno and Clovis city
council members. They were accused and
convicted of accepting bribes from develop-
ers torezone parcels of land. o

Cheap housing and unchecked, sometimes 3

illegal, development have created a shift in
population in California. NPR called this ag-
riculturally bountiful region the final destina-
tion for a “reverse migration” from the coast
into the Central Valley. !

“In the next 40 years,” NPR reported, “ex-
perts foresee a California with 24 million more
residents, populating cities where now they
see only farmland and foothills. California is
not an idea moving west, but an idea moving
east.”

“Driven by demographic, cultural and po-
litical shifts,” wrote the Chronicle, “a rift is
growing between California’s coast anditsin-
terior, replacing the north-south split that has
defined state politics for more than 150 years.”

LU.3
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Fresrio State says the Public Policy Insti-
tute of California see the Central Valley’s
population increasing at arapid pace, surpass-
ingevery other ma101 region of the state: “Over

the years, this trend will dramatically alter the
state’s social and political landscape,” says the
Institute. “For the first time since the Gold
Rush, more than half of Californians live out-
side the Bay Area and Los Angeles.”

Fresno State fundraisers say that thls “New
‘California” covers.an area
larger than 11 states, mea-
sures up to the geographic.
size of Tennessee, has
three million residents, and
that “in the midst of
growth is the region’s in-
tellectual, academic and
_Sports  entertainment
# leader; the University. of |
the New California, .
Fresno State. :

“We are in a growing

- part of California,” says
Dr. Gazarian. “We are
probably the only grow-
ing part of California. The .

major growing force
Kojian) —

Prof. Dickran Kouymyjian, director
of the Center for Armenian
Studies at CSUF. (Photo: Raffl
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study and application of real estate.

“In real estate, when someone makes an
investment,” says Gazarian, “it’s generally the
biggest investment they’ll make. And ethics
are very important, whether it’s in the lend-
ing business or the mortgage business. It all -
- falls under the umbrella

of real estate.”

Gazarian says all
one has to do is look at
the newspaper headlines
to see how people are
being cheated out of
their life savings. “I'm
‘talking about ethics in
general. [ just think eth- .
ics is really important. I
“don’tcare what the busi-
4 ness is. I don’t care if
# it’s law, medicine, dig-
ging ditches, déntistry,
‘plumbing or carpeting,
ethics is real important.”

’ Dr. Gazarian’s
vision for the Real Es-

within California is here in
the Central Valley, so it is
important for the university to thrive.”
) g}azanan says the “New California” cam-
paign at Fresno State is still in its quiet stages.
© “As it began rolling along,” he says, “Diane
and I decided, you know, we need to do some-
thing for the university.”

Their interest in education, coupled with
their growing involvement with real estate pro-
fessionals and bigger investments in real es-
tate, helped them formulate their interest in
establishing an academic environment for the

tate Center is to address
issues like ethics as well as real estate plan-
ning, sales, housing and financing. “I’'m sure
there is going to be research on how many .-
homes are being built, how many are being
sold,” says Gazarian. “And developers can use
this information to plan ahead. All of this is
going to be rolled, as I understand it, under
the umbrella of the Real Estate Center.”
Dr. Gazarian says he and his wife have seen
the sprawl in southern California, and it has
been difficult for them to understand the rea--
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son: whether it was poor deliberate planning
or the lack of smart planning that created the
sprawl. :

“We felt like we didn’t want to see growth

. that wasn’t really smart in the Central Val- -

ley,” says Dr. Gazarian, citing the endless list
of problems facing the Central San Joaquin,

- including congested roadways and highways

and environmental and air quality-issues.
“We thought about it; we thought that one
thing that Fresno State doesn’t have is a real
estate department,” says Dr. Gazarian. “A place
where people in the business can come to-
gether under one umbrella to discuss their
needs.” -
“Arnold and Dianne Gazarian share our
cause of taking responsibility for the well-be-
ing of our community, and training effective

_planning leaders for the future,” says School

of Business Dean Doug Hensler. “We are
thrilled that they have chosen to name the
‘Arnold and Dianne Gazarian Real Estate

-Center,’ and we look forward to a long-term,

productive partnership with the Gazarian fam-
ily in the cause of real estate and land-use plan-
ning,”

Dr. Gazarian says the School of Business
at Fresno State will offer its real estate courses
under the umbrella of the Real Estate Center,
where symposiums can be held “so we can
start growing the smart way in the Valley.”

“This gift,” says Dr. Hensler, “will allow
us to leverage the work in the Real Estate and
Land Use Institute by John Mahoney and Garo
Kalfayan, where data is compiled and dissemi-
nated. We will begin to use that data in a way
that allows for better planning in the region.”
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8th Annual Armenian Film Festival at Fres_nO:'Statelﬂ

FRESNO, CA — The Arme-
nian Students Organization and
Armenian Studies Program of
California State University,
Fresno, are co-sponsoring the 8th
Annual Armenian Film Festival,
which will run from 7:00 to
10:00 p.m. on Friday, March 2,

2007. The festival will take place
in the Leon S. and Pete P. Pe-
ters Educational Center (in the
Student Recreation Center) on
the Fresno State campus.

One of the featured films for
the festival is The Story of My
Name: An Armenian Tale (from

the Netherlands), directed by
Dorothée Forma. The Story of
My Name tells of Alex Luijten,
who discovers that his biologi-
cal father is Armenian. At the age
of 44, L.uijten decides to take on
his father’s name, Alex Peltekian,
and to find out the story behind
that name. )

The Long Journey from the
NFL to Armenia (California),
produced by Peter Musuilian and
Dr. Arbi Ohanian, is the story
of Tennessee Titans football
player Rien Vartan Long, as he
travels to Armenia on a 12-day
trip with his mother and grand-
mother. , )

Admission to the 8th Annual
Armenian Film Festival is free, .
and filmgoers will have an op-
portunity to discuss the films af-
ter each screening. The films, in
English or Armenian, are all di-
rected and produced by the up-
and-coming generation of Arme-
nian filmmakers. '

This program is supported in
part by funds from the Fresno
State University Student Union
Diversity Awareness Program.

The 8th Annual Armenian
Film Festival is open to the pub-
lic and admission is free. The:
usual parking restrictions in Lot
V will be relaxed after 6:30 p.m.
For more information about the
Armenian Film Festival, call the
Armenian Studies Program of-
fice at (559) 278-2669.

¢0.8
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FRESNO, CA - The Hye
Oozh radio show has been a Sat-
urday morning tradition for Cen-
tral California Armenians for
nearly a decade and a-half. From
nine until noon, Armenian mu-
sic ranging from traditional to
classical, from folk to pop, and
from jazz to rap is broadcast
from the campus of Fresno
State to the local community
on 90.7 FM, and to all corners
of the world via the Internet.

“Hye Qozh is consistently one
of our most popular programs,
and has been for years,” says sta-
tion manager Joe Moore. “90.7
KFSR is about bringing great pro-
gramming to the airwaves that
people otherwise wouldn’t have
access to, and Hye Oozh is a per-
fect example of that.”

CD-quality music, featured
guests, prizes and giveaways,
even news and a community
calendar, are all part of the
show that draws young and old
back to the station every week.
Fans not only listen, but also
call the station with their re-
quests, birthday wishes, and
dedications — someétimes jam-
ming the phone lines even af-
ter the show goes off the air.

BY PAUL CHADERJIAN

Special to the Armenian Reporter

“I used to listen to the show
when I was a teenager,” says
program host Tatevik Ekezian.
“My grandmother always told
me she wanted to one day hear
me host on the radio. At that
time I thought of it as some-
thing that would be a dream
come true.”

Now, the 26-year-old is the
voice of Hye Oozh, having been
on the air regularly for the past
six years. She met her former

co-hosts in one of their Arme-
nia Studies classes. She offered’
to help out, and veteran Hye
Oozh DJ’s Sevag Tateosian and
Armen Postoyan invited her to

- join them on the air.

“My very first time on the
radio,” she remembers, “my
voice was quivering. I got on
the air without any prior expe-
rience but received a lot of
positive feedback.” She’s been
a part of the show ever since,

Lately, Tatevik Ekezian has gone from behind the microphone
to in front of the camera, as a host of the Armenian Fund

Telethon and the M Club Video Awards.
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Hosting the program 10r the ix years is
who gr%w up listening to the show’s Satq_rdgy
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(7)'he ;triking logo of Fresno’s Armenian radio program, Hye
ozh.

and continues to volunteer her
time at the station, even after
graduating from the university.

“What I like most about the
show is that every Saturday, 'm
able to make peoples’ morn-
ings,” says Tatevik. “They wait
impatiently for their requested
songs and dedications, and I'm
happy to share their emotions
and special moments with them.
I also-love to interact with the
community, let them know
about community events, and
help out all the local Armenian
organizations.”

Ekezian has been involved in
community organizations since
she breathed life back into the
Armenian Club at Fresno’s
Hoover High School. She resus-
citated the defunct club, served
as president for three years, or-
ganized fundraisers, and planned
day-trips and parties.

“] wanted to make sure that
all the Armenian kids stuck to-
gether, served the community
and had a great time, in style.”

She brought the same can-
do style of community build-
ing and service to Fresno State,
where she got involved with,

- Hye QOozh, majored in Psychol-

ogy, and minored in Armenian
Studies. Tatevik also served as
vice president of the Armenian
Students’ Association, wrote ar-

ticles for the Armenian Studies
_newspaper — Hye Sharzhoom —
and.currently serves as vice presi-

dent of the Armenian Alumni
and Friends Association.

-«We are currently working
on growing our membership,”

says Tatevik, “so we can orga-

nize bigger events, give back a
16t more to current students, of-
fer them - direction and
mentoring, and give back to the
community.” She’s also keeping

the weekly radio show on the air
-and training new students who

want to give radio a try.
 “Hye Oozh is a very commu-

_nity-focused program, and is re--

ally unique to Fresno,” says sta-

‘tion manager Moore. At the

same time, he adds, “We have
listeners all over the world
through KFSR.org, and also a
good number of non-Armenian
listeners too.”

Tatevik says hearing from
fans in faraway places always
surprises her. Fans have called
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or written from Southern Cali-
fornia, Istanbul, and Yerevan,

and from Hungary, France, Italy,

and Lebanon.

“I'm grateful to all our listen-

ers,” says Tatevik, “but I'm espe-
cially grateful to my former co-
hosts Sevag and Armen and most
recently Shoushan Kahkejian. They
are all wonderful friends from
wonderful families, and I hold
them dear to my heart.”

“We’re grateful to all of the
hosts who have helped put .the
program on the air over the,
years,” says Moore. Many
former DJ’s have moved on to
responsible positions in broad-

casting — like Aram Sarkissian,

who hosted the show with Rose-
mary Kalpakian in the early
1990s. Sarkissian is a news pro-

‘ducer in Sacramento, and

Kalpakian is a television direc-
tor at Fresno’s KESN TV.

For Tatevik, experience on Hye
Oozh has meant opportunities to
reach out.to bigger audiences, us-
ing her broadcasting experience on
the radio to talk to global audiences
about the Hayastan All-Armenian

1Fund. She has hosted the annual
Thanksgiving Day Telethon for the
past two years, rapping in Arme-
nian, English, and fluently in Span-
ish for South American viewers.

Recently, Tatevik was on the
air “live” in Armenia and around
the world, hosting the M Club
Video Awards for Armenia- TV
from the Kodak Center in Hol-
lywood. She has also hosted a
number of local television
fundraisers for the local PBS af-
filiate and the Armenian Com-
munity School of Fresno, where
she attended grade school.

In addition to meeting the goals
and expectations from her fulltime
marketing and sales position,
Tatevik has recently started help-
ing the local Armenian Television
broadcasts by producing and read-
ing commercials. She has also acted
as the mistress of ceremonies for a
number of local concerts and will
do the honors when Tata and
Armenchik perform in Fresno.

And as if that’s not enough,
Tatevik has also made time to intern
at the Community Behavioral Cen-
ter and volunteer at Poverello House,
which serves the hungry and home-
less of Fresno. She has also shared
her communication skills with for-
eign students attending the Fresno
State Academy of English.

PAGE: 40f 4
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- -Paid Advertlseme_nt-
The California State University, Fresno

Armenian Studies Program

and Armenian Students Orgamzatlon
presents the

8th Annual Armenian Film Festival -

Featuring the films of a new generation of Armenian film makers-films
have a variety of themes and may be in English or Armenian

The Story of My Name: An Armenian Tale (The Netherlands)

Writer/Director: Dorothée Forma _
The Story of My Name is the story of Alex Luijten, who discovers that his biological
father is Armenian, At the age of 44, Alex Luijten decides to take on his father’s
name, Alex Peltekian, and to find out the story behind the name.

The Long Journey from the NFL to Armenla (Ca /forn/a)
Producer: Peter Musurlian and Dr. Arbi Ohanian
The Long Journey is the story of Tennessee Titans football players Rien Vartan
Long, as he travels to Armenia on a twelve-day trip with his mother and grandmother.

(The screening schedule is subject to change. Additional films may also be screened.)

Friday, March 2, 2007
7p.m.-10p.m.

Leon and Pete Peters Educational Center Auditorium

(located in the Student Recreation Center-NE corner of Shaw and Woodrow Avenue)
Fresno State campus

This program is supported, in part with funds from the
University Student Union Diversity Awareness Programs.

Call at 559-278-2669 for more information.

U3
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Study in Armenid

Program in Progress
At Fresno State

'FRESNO - Birthrighit Arme-
nia is currently working to promote
a new, semester-long (Fall 2007)

study abroad program in Armenia,
run under the auspices of Califor-

nia State University, Fresno

* (CSUF) in conjunction with Yere-

van State University (Y'SU) in Yer-
evan. ) s
_ The program is open to all
interested students. During the se-
mester abroad, students will be reg-
istered through the Division of
Continuing and Global Education
at CSUF and qualify for 15 units

of CSUF credit, transferable to the'

university of your choice in the US.
and Canada. Upon satisfactory
completion of the coursework, the

- CSUF course credit and grade

equivalency of each course taken
in Yerevan will be assigned to the
student’s CSUF transcript.

For more dets visit or con-
tact: California State University
Fresno, International Programs
Office, phone: 559-278-6452, E-
mail: bille@csufresno.edu.

In addition, qualifying par-
ticipants of Armenian descent may
also apply to Birthright Armenia
for travel fellowships and free
homestay living accommodations.
For more information about quali-

fications and criteria visit its Web-

site at www.birthrightarmenia.org
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19th Annual Banq

Country Club, 10272
in Fresno. L

-The keynote ‘speaker
special guest for the
Armenian Consul: Gener

first official visit to Fr
Llloyan was born in

from the Department
Studies at Yerevan Sta' €

M.A. in Diplomacy : and n
tional Relations, from the Ut
sity of Westminster, in. Londo’:
has diplomatic experience a 1des
officer for Central Europe an.
er the Balkans in the Arme

: ymj

and the Henry Khanzadian Kazan

" Visiting Professor of Armenian
Studies. Barlow Der Mugrdechian
and Dickran Kouymjian constitute
the core faculty of the Program
along with the annual Kazan Visxt—
ing Professor.

; The reception and silent auc-
tion begin at 6 p.m.followed by the
Banquet at 7 p.m. .

Tickets are available at $50
per person, with a-special price of
$20 for Fresno State students.

For more information about
the Banquet, contact the Armenian
Studies Program at 559-278-2669.
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easier to find films. We have _
8-10 films we could show if &
time allowed,” Der Mugrde- »
Chian says. . i
Featured fllms in the -
festival include: L
B “The Story of My
Name: An Armenian Tale
The movie was directed by
Dorothée Forma. It is the
story of a man who dlscovers
that his biological father e
Armenian. At the age of 44
he decides to take on his*" .
father’s name, Alex Pelteklan, e
and to find qut the story G
behind the name. )

B “The Long J ourney
from the NFL to Armenia”:
Tennessee Titans football
player Rien Vartan Long
takes a 12-day trip with his
mother and grandmother to

LU.3
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- FRESNO, Calif. — The Armenian Studies
Program of California State University,
Fresno, will hold its 19th annual banquet
on Saturday, March 24, at the Fort
Washington Golf and Country Club, 10272
N. Millbrook.

The keynote speaker and special guest for
the banquet is Armen Liloyan, consul gen-
eral of the Republic of Armenia, who will be
paying his first official visit to Fresno. The
consul general was born in Yerevan, and
received a bachelor’s degree from the

Department of Oriental Studies at Yerevan
State University. In 2001-2002 he received
his master’s degree in Diplomacy and
International Relations, from the University
of Westminster, in London. He has diplo-
matic experience as a desk officer for
Central Europe and later the Balkans in the
Foreign Ministry of Armenia. In November
2006, he was appointed as consul general of
Armenia in Los Angeles.

During the banquet, student recipients of
Armenian Studies scholarships and grants

PAGE: 1of 1

will be recognized.

The Armenian Alumni and Friends
Chapter at Fresno State is organizing a
silent.auction at the banquet.

During the past several decades. the pro-
gram has gained national and international
recognition, -with an undergraduate pro-
gram offering as many as 10 courses in
Armenian Studies. The program houses two
endowed positions, the Haig and Isabel
Berberian Chair of Armenian Studies, held
by Prof. Dickran Kouymjian, and the Henry

Khanzadian Kazan visiting professor of .

Armenian Studies. Barlow Der Mugrdechian
and Kouymjian constitute the core faculty
of the program along with the annual
Kazan visiting professor.

The reception and silent auction begin at
6 p.m. followed by the banquet at 7 p.m.
There is a special discount price on tickets
for Fresno State students.

For more information about the banquet,
please contact the Armenian Studies pro-
gram.
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The Long Journey from the NFL to Armenia..... then Fresno

One of the films featured at the
8th annual Armenian Film Festi-
val at Fresno State last week was
The Long Journey from the NFL to
Armenia. The film was shot in Ar-
menia by producer Peter Musur-
lian. The documentary chronicles
the journey made by NFL foot-
baller Rien Long, his mother, and
his grandmother.

The Armenian Students’ Organi-
zation and the Armenian Studies
Program of California State Uni-
versity, Fresno, sponsor this an-
nual film festival. The program al-

lows talented up-and-coming and
professional filmmakers to share
their work with new audiences.
The 8th annual festival also fea-
tured Dorothee Forma’s The Story of
My Name: An Armenian Tale. Forma,
who is well known for her docu-
mentary, A Wall of Silence, tells the
story of Alex Luijten from the Neth-
erlands. After discovering his bio-
logical father is Armenian, Luijten
changes his surname to his father’s
and explores his father’s story. 1k
connect: Www.gop.tv,’ WwWw.
armenianstudies.csufresno.edu

Rien Long in
Echmiadzin,
showing off his
tattoo of the
Armenian flag a
the letter “e.”
Photo: Lori Bail

Cunningham
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Dr. Lawrence Baron to Speakon
‘Genres of Genocide’ at CSUF

FRESNO - Dr. Lawrence“
Baron, Nasatir -Chair in Modern

Jewish History at San Diego State

University, will give a lecture on

“Genres of Genocide: Depicting
the Arménign, Jewish, and Rwan-
dan Genocides in Feature Films,”

at 7:30 PM on March 20. The lec-
ture, part of the Spring: 2007 Lec-

ture Series of the Armeman Stud-

‘ ies Program will be held in the.
Alice Peters Audltorlum Room."
191, in the University Busu_less.

Center on the Fresno State campus.

This-lecture examines how .

feature ﬁlms draw on iconic docu-
mentary images to convey- the
uniqueness of the Armenian and
Jewish experiences while simulta-
neously employing similar cine-
matic strategies to dramatize their
stories. Clips from such films as
Ravished Armenia, Schina’le_f‘s
List, Mayrig, Ararat, and Assign-

- ment Berlin will illustrate. the lec-

ture.
Dr. Baron received his Ph.-D.
in Modern European Intellectual

History from the University of -
“Wisconsin-Madison, in 1974
_ Since- 1988 he has been Nasatir

Chair inModermn Jewish History, at
San Dlego State University. He is
has also been Director of the- Llp-

_insky Institute for Judaic Studies,
San Diego State Umver51ty from :

1988-present.

He has published P?‘Ojectmg
the Holocaust into the Present: The
Changing Focus of Contemporary
Holocaust Cinema (Lanham, MD:
Rowman and Littlefield, 2005).

The. lecture is fee and open
to the public. Relaxed parking is
available in Lot J, after 7:00PM.

For more on the lecture .

please contact the Armenian Stud-
ies Program at 559-278-2669.

lof |
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Dr. Lawrence Baron to
Speak on ‘Genres of
“Genocide’ at Fresno State

FRESNO, Calif. — Dr. Lawrence Baron,
Nasatir Chair in Modern Jewish History at San
Diego State University, will give a lecture on
“Genres of Genocide: Depicting the Armenian,
Jewish and Rwandan Genocides in" Feature
Films,” at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 20. The
lecture, part of the Spring 2007 Lecture Series
of the Armenian Studies Program, will be held ™
in the Alice Peters Auditorium, Room 191, in
the University Business Center on the Fresno
State campus.

This lecture examines how feature films draw
on iconic documentary images to convey the
uniqueness of the Armenian and Jewish experi-
ences while simultaneously employing similar
cinematic strategies to dramatize their stories.
Clips from films such as “Ravished Armenia,”
“Schindler’s List,” “Mayrig,” “Ararat” and
“Assignment Berlin” will illustrate the lecture.

Baron received his PhD in modern European
intellectual history from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, in 1974. Since 1988 he has
held the Nasatir Chair in Modern Jewish
History, at San Diego State University. He has
also been director of the Lipinsky Institute for
Judaic Studies, San Diego State University,
since 1988.

He has published Projecting the Holocaust
into the Present: The Changing Focus of
Contemporary Holocaust Cinema (Lanham,

'MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2005).
The lecture is free and open to the public.
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‘Genocide is the focus
; of Fresno State lecture

. Dr. Lawrence Baron,
© Nasatir Chair in Modern .
" Jewish History at San
© Diego State University, will
. give a free lecture on
.. “Genres of Genocide:
Depicting the Armenian,
. Jewish, and Rwandan
. Genocides in Feature
..~ Films,” at 7:30 p.m. Tues-
" day, as part of the Spring
Lecture Series of the
. Armenian Studies Pro- e
- gram, in the Alice Peters
. Auditorium, Room 191, in
‘. the Un1vers1ty Busmess
; Center on the Fresno State
; -Un1ver51ty campus. ‘-
. The lecture will 7
; ’-'aexamme how feature films
. draw on iconic documenta-
. ry images to convey the.
" ‘uniqueness of the Arme-
_nianand Jewish experienc-
es while simultaneously - :
employing similar cinemat-
- ic strategies to dramatize
- their stories.
“Clips from such films as
. “Ravished Armenia,”
“Schindleer’s List,” ¢
“Mirage,” “Rarity” and
“Assignment Berlin” will
- illustrate the lecture.
.. Details; (559) 278-2669.
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By Rick Bentley
and Donald Munro
The Fresno Bee

Two film events are on tap
at Fresno State next week. The
first features the works of
French director Patrick

- Cazals. The other is the
showing of a rather offbeat -
look at Mohandas Ghandi that
became a major hit in India.

The Armenian Studies )
Program, in conjunction with
Fresno Film Works, is present-

. ing two films at 3 p.m. Sunday

at the California State Univer-

sity, Fresno, Student Recre- -
ation Center, Leon P. Peters
. Educational Auditorium.

Admission is free. Cazals will

be here to present the films.

The movies to be shown are:.

B “Rouben Mamoulian:
The Golden Age of Broad-
way and Hollywood” Grade: '
B: When he was a little boy,
Mamoulian’s grandmother
told him to fill his heart with _
love so it would crowd out

_everything else. Known as an
. authoritarian director, there
- were likely some actors in
Mamoulian’s career who
looked long and hard for any
evidence of that love. But if
you look at the director’s
amazing body of work,
including the groundbreaking
1929 film “Applause,” you
certainly find overwhelming |
evidence for Mamoulian’s
. desire to make great art. This
well-crafted documentary

draws from various archives
and interviews with Mamoul-
ian and Mamoulian special-
ists. (DM)

B “Serguei Paradjanov:

“The Rebel”: This is a portrait

of the Georgian-Armenian
filmmaker who died in July
1990. Paradjanov is considered
to be one of the great contem-

_porary filmmakers.
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School to relocate
‘to Clovis and be
renamed Charlie
Keyan Armenian
Community School
by Paul Chaderjian

FRESNO, Calif.y — Up until a
few days ago, the future of the only
Armenian day school in Central
California remained uncertain. The
students and staff of the Armenian
Community School (acs) had no-
where to go next fall. The school’s
current landlord, the Catholic Dio-
cese of Fresno, had decided not to
renew the lease of the St. Therese
Cathedral campus that the Arme-
nian school currently occupies.
“We were going to be left with-
out a location, without a place to
have our school,” says Acs principal
Rosie Bedrosian, whose school re-
cently celebrated its 3oth anniver-
sary. “We were grabbing at straws.”
ACs was created by community
members, representing all local

churches, and has operated as a -

: pan-Armenian educational institu-
- tion. The privilege of educating stu-
dents from all Armenian families
and being a pan-Armenian institu-

tion inafractured diaspora has also
meant the school has not enjoyed
the fiscal benefits of being under
the auspices of the Diocese or the
Prelacy of the Armenian Church or
other Armenian organizations that
fund Armenian schools.

“We had already asked all the lo-
cal Armenian churches,” Bedrosian
tells the Armenian Reporter, “and

for whatever reason, they could not

house our facility.”

In their search for a new location
for the school, Acs School Board-

members scoped out the possibili-
ties and found several properties
around Fresno and the neighbor-
ing city of Clovis. The location in

Clovis, which borders Fresno on

the north and east, was previously
used as a church facility. The prop-
erty was for sale, in a safe residen-

tial neighborhood, accessible by .

highways and local arterial streets,
and offered two acres and more for
expansion.

“We were going to finance the

~ $685 thousand asking price,” says

Ms. Bedrosian. “Some of the board
memberssaid, ‘We'll each take up a
loan. Everybody would go and co-

sign for a loan for a hundred thou-

sand, and somehow get the money
together to get the school going.”-
‘Then came a call from a patron
of the school, a former Fresnan,
developer, retired rancher, former
high school basketball coach and
accredited teacher, Charlie Keyan.
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Charlie Keyan as a younger man. Photo
courtesy of Hye Sharzhoom.

The 81-year-old was calling from
his home in California’s Low Desert
Valley, just east of Los Angeles and
encompassing Palm Springs.

“I called to find out who the re-
cipients of my scholarships were,”
says Mr. Keyan. The philanthropist
had established nearly a dozen,
full-tuition scholarships at the AcS
three years ago with a donation of
$100,000.” -

“Charlie called out of the blue,”
says Ms. Bedrosian. “He said, ‘Hi,

how are you? Do you still have my -
_scholarship money? Is it still in the

fund or have you spent it like every-
body else does? And I said, Yes,
Charlie, we still have your scholar-
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ship fund.’ He wanted the names of

the kids who get his scholarship, so

he could call them individually.”
Mr. Keyan continued the phone

“call by asking Ms. Bedrosian for an -

update about the school. Ms. Bed-
rosian told him thatthey had a bit
of a problem and that the school
did not have a place to move to for

.the next school year. She told Mr.
Keyan that Acs had been renting

its facilities, and the landlord want-
ed to move them out to renovate
the property. -

Mr. Keyan asked the principal
what the school was planning to
do, and Ms. Bedrosian told him
that they had found a location that
would cost around $700 thousand,
and they were trying to buy the
property.

“How about if [ help you out?” Mr.
Keyan said. “How about six?” he
continued. '

“I asked, ‘Six?” remembers Ms.
Bedrosian. ““What do you mean
six? I asked him. ‘Six hundred dol-
lars or six hundred thousand?”

Mr. Keyan said 600 thousand,
and Ms. Bedrosian thought she was
hallucinating. “I said, ‘T can’t believe
that. That’s great. That would be re-
ally mean a lot to the kids and the
community.”

That phone call was what Ms.
Bedrosian calls “the light at the
end of the tunnel.” Mr. Keyan had

DATE:_May 26, 2007
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offered to help the school purchase
the property in Clovis and ensure
that the 8o-plus Armenian and
non-Armenian students attending
the day school had somewhere to
go after their summer break.

Keyan’s first donation
When Charlie Keyan made his
first donation to Acs, it was be-
cause of a referral from Arme-
nian studies professor Barlow
Der Mugrdechian, who helps run
the Armenian Studies Program
at California State University,
Fresno.

“Charlie came into some money
through investments and wanted to
donate to different Armenian insti-
tutions,” says Ms. Bedrosian. “He had
donated to Mesrobian School in Los
Angeles, and he was in touch with
the Prelate Mousegh Mardirossian.
He had called up Fresno State, since
he was an alumnus of Fresno State,
and donated money for Armenian
Students Association scholarships.”

Mr. Keyan had asked Mr. Der
Mugrdechian whether Fresno had

an Armenian day school, and the
Fresno State professor had told Mr.
Keyan that he would have the prin-
cipal call him.

“I called up Charlie, and we talked,” |

says Ms. Bedrosian. “He wanted to
give us $50 thousand for scholar-
ships, and I said, ‘You know what, it
would be even better if you give us
a hundred.’ And he said, ‘Oh really?
Maybe I can swing that. He said,
‘Okay, I'll send you a hundred. Just
write me a letter that say the mon-
ey will be used for scholarships.’
And that was it.”

Ms. Bedrosian says the Keyan
scholarships have been used for
the past three academic years to
provide full tuition to families
who cannot afford to send their
kids to acs but want them to
receive an Armenian education.
“We give scholarships to about
ten students from the interest
earned from his fund,” says Ms.
Bedrosian. “Sometimes a little
more, and he knows about that,
but we always replenish his fund
back to $100 thousand.”

Acs’s student population has
fluctuated between 8o and 100

<U.3
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SUBJECT:_Charlie Keyan donates to Fresno Armenian School

Left: Principal Ro:

sie Bedrosian preparing to make the big move across to

Baloian talking on the phone with donor Charlie Keyan.

over the past decade. There are 85
students enrolled currently, and
Bedrosian says there has been a lot
of interest from prospective stu-
dents’ parents after news about the
school’s move to Clovis.

“I think our enrollment will go
up at least 10 to 15 percent,” she
says. “Hopefully we'll hit a hun-

dred 'kids when we move in, and
we'll take it from there. We're
also getting kids who happened
to live in the neighborhood, who
are non-Armenian, that see the
property being turned into a pri-
vate, Christian school that’s Ar-
menian, and they’re looking for-
ward to coming too.” o

DATE:_May 26, 2007
PAGE: 3 0f 3

“We think the new location will
attract more students, since most
Armenian families live in north-
ern Fresno or Clovis,” says ACS
School Board treasurer Randy
Baloian. “Mr. Keyan’s generous
donation gives us the financial
resources to develop a permanent
school site that will be a source
of community pride for years to
come.”

Ms. Bedrosian says Acs will need
another million or a million-and-a-
half to build new facilities on the
property, including a multi-pur-
pose room, a library, a gymnasium,
and new classrooms. In the mean-
time, the school will use the old
church building at the site and add
portable buildings for each of the
pre-kindergarten to sixth-grade
classes. ;

“We’ll start a major fundraising

- campaign,” says Ms. Bedrosian,
whose office is almost packed into
a stack of moving boxes. “We al-
ready have a few people who have
approached us and have heard
about the donation, an actual
donation, and they want to step
in and donate money to get the
project going.”
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Pete Peters Educational Center
Auditorium at Fresno State Uni-

versity was the place to be to -

learn about the contemporary

movie making industry.

ww

Fresno State’s Armenian
Studies program in cooperation
with Fresno Film Works pre-
sented the French film produc-
er and director Patrick Cazals
screening two of his films:
"Ruben Mamoulian-The Gold-
en Age of Broadway and Hol-
lywood" and "Serguey Parad-
janov-The Rebel." :

These two -Armenian film

makers were born in Tbilisi,

Georgia. . Ruben Mamouhan

came to America in early 20’s

and passed away in 1986.
‘Serguey Paradjanov stayed

» in the Soviet Union. He was in

“and out and spent years in the
Soviet prison and was ‘a' KGB -
i }v10t1m He passed away in 1990.

Sunda Y, May 20th Leon and

Mamoulian & Paradjanov _Sub'ects of Armenian Film Maker

ParadJanov S museum bu11t
in Yerevan attracts many in-
ternational tourists each 3 year.’

Mamoulian' was the ‘man
~making - industry. "Color o
i ;Pomegranate" was ParadJanov

who made some of the’ first

sound films in Hollywood: He :

made 16 movies and also was
known for his Broadwaypro-
ductions. He was a pioneer in

his field and worked very close-

ly with George Gershwin and
produced his work "Porgy and
Bass."

The audience had a chance
to ask questions. They thanked
Cazals who used the Mamou-

lian archives at the Library of -

Congress, the archives at the
Eastman Center, Rochester, and

interviews with Mamouhan and

Mamoulian specialists to make

: thlS film. . The.63 minutes doc-

umentary about. Mamouhan

premlered in Paris on Febru-

ary 12, 2007, al the Balza

LU.3
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reat innovations and’ ontri

uitions .to - the world's ' movit

prize winning movie. It reflect

ix
the ethnic wealth of the Cau-
casian people in Georgia. andv

Armenia.

Cazals has been traveling in’-
the USA to share his work
about these two gifted artists.”’
It was an enormous pleasure to

watch these documentaries and * ~

learn from them.

PAGE:1.0f 1

»everythmg else, hke hate ange
‘or sorrow....".

"Blood and Sand" produce
i Hollywood-and directed b
“Mamoulian was my parents f:
vorite. They had chance t
watch the movie in Tel Avi
.. while they were hvmg in Jaff:
Palestlne in 1941.

The audience also enjoye
" delightful refreshments serve
by the members of "Daugther
' of Vartan."
" What a splendid way t

Mamoulian believed in what ** “spend a Sunday afternoon!

his mother taught him when he .

“'was a child, "Fill your heart with *

i Submltted by Astine Zadouna
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resno State to screen films about notable Armenians
This month, Filmworks will join the Armenian
Studies Program at Fresno State in presenting two films
by producer and director Patrick Cazals. The noted
French filmmaker will be in attendance to introduce the
films. Here are the descriptions:
Rouben Mamoulian: The Golden Age of Broadway
(2007) Director: Patrick Cazals.
From France. 63 min., no rating.
This documentary uses archives from the Library of
Congress, archives from the Eastman Theatre, and
interviews with the famed director Mamoulian himself,
as well as talks with Mamoulian scholars including Arby
Ovannesian and Dickran Kouymjian.
Serguei Paradjanov: The Rebel (2004)
Director: Patrick Cazals.
From France. 52 min., no rating.
This film is a portrait of Paradjanov, a major Georgian-
Armenian filmmaker that Cazals knew very well. Cazals
made a prev1ous documentary on the filming of
Paradjanov’s last film, Ashik Kerib (1988) and wrote the
only book in French on ParadJ anov for the Cahiers du
Cinéma.

Films by Patrick Cazals

Sunday, May 20, at Fresno State

Peters Educational Center, inside the Student Recreation Center
3 p.m. Free admission, free parking

Details: (559) 278-2669



