
CSUCI Receives $200,000 Grant for VIA-CI
Research Workshops
Camarillo, Calif., June 9, 2008-California State University Channel Islands will host a
week-long workshop beginning June 9 for faculty members from local community colleges
and universities participating in the Virtual Instrumentation Access at CSU Channel
Islands (VIA-CI) Project. This workshop and another planned for summer 2009 are part
of a research project made possible by a $200,000 grant from the National Science
Foundation.

The VIA-CI Project seeks to enhance the technological preparation of science students
by providing faculty at eight regional community colleges and universities-Educational
Partners-with virtual access to state-of-the-art molecular structure determination
instrumentation available through the Internet. The VIA-CI Project facility was created with
funding from the Amgen Foundation.

"This research project will provide valuable insight into how to implement a successful
remote instrument operation approach across higher education and how to encourage
use of the instrumentation by Educational Partners," explained Phil Hampton, Professor
of Chemistry at CSUCI. Hampton is the principal investigator on the $200,000 National
Science Foundation grant for this research, the first NSF grant awarded to California State
University Channel Islands.

This week-long workshop beginning June 9 will be held for the purpose of developing
three experiments or lecture demonstrations which would utilize a remotely operable
gas chromatograph-mass spectrometer (GC-MS), gas chromatograph- electron
capture detector (GC-ECD), nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectrometer, or X-
ray crystallography.  The goal of this workshop and the one planned for summer 2009
is to examine remote instrument operation as a cost-effective approach to providing
an outstanding science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education.
Through the remote operation approach, students at the local community colleges can
operate through the internet modern instrumentation that is located on the CSU Channel
Islands campus.

For more information or media inquiries contact Ceal Potts, Communication Specialist at
CSUCI, 805-437-8940 or cecilia.potts@csuci.edu.

###

CSU Channel Islands is accredited by the Accrediting Commission for Senior Colleges
and Universities of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges.

CSUCI Mission Statement
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Placing students at the center of the educational experience, California State University
Channel Islands provides undergraduate and graduate education that facilitates learning
within and across disciplines through integrative approaches, emphasizes experiential and
service learning, and graduates students with multicultural and international perspectives.

 


