@S/17/9%  13:24  DMH DIRECTCRS OFFICE -
CAMARILLD
) FFICE NO.693  De2
O/3/HgE 123 To: cae Frem' CR GOVEANOL'S OFPECC  ro: NE O NU Fuge o
. HGY l7 '96 12:29

PAGE . 282

PR96:186

Team to work clasely wish local communily to developmens pian for site

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Sean Walsh
Friday, May 17, 1996 916/443-4571
.- Kevin Eckery
916/653-4090.

SACRAMENTO - Governor Pete Wilsoo today announced that as part of the
plan to phase out the use of Camarillo Stats Hospital and Developmental Centar, the
Administration is forming a task force to be lead by the California State and Consumer
Sexvices Agency to transition the site to a now use.

“Closing the Camarillo facility veflects the change toward treating mentally and
developmentally disabled Californizns in their own coramunities rather than in large state
institutions,” Wilson said. “Given the tremendous overhead costs being incurred by
taxpayers to maintain this fecility far below capacity, and givea that scrvices can be
provided mors efficiently locally, closure is the responsible thing to do.”

“The facility has been an integral part of the Camarillo community for many
decades,” Wilson said. “I have directed the State and Consumer Servicos Ageacy to
work with Senator Wright and Assemblyman Takasugi in leading a state task force to
work with the local community in developing a plan for reuse. This team will work with
local government agenciss and private sector groups to examine futire uses of the land
and building that would reflect local preferences and community needs. I am directing
the task force to consider all proposals and recommendations and Jook forward to their

The task forcs will include the State’s Consumer Services Agency, the Trade and

Commsrcs Agency, and the Health and Welfare Agency. The State Consumer Serviees
Agency will take the lead in doveloping the plan.

The task forces activities will include: entablishing altemnatives for determining
- appropriate uses; examining real estate options, reviewing zoning restrictions and
cxisting city dovelopment from both the business and aon-profit communities, including
universities, hospitals, county govemment and State agencies; and partcipating in
dewsloping a Request for Proposal to solicit detailod proposals for the use of the peoperty.

- mors -

GOVERNOR PETE WILSON ¢ SACRAMENTO, CALIPORNIA 95814 o (916) 445-2841
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A similar approach was used very successfully in planning for the future of the
Stockton Developmental Center property when that facility was closed. This process
allowed all sogments of the &oukmncnmmunitytocxmthmrmabmm

wses of the property and generated & rangs of ideas . Ultimately, California State
University, Stnislaus was selected a8 the future owner of the Stockton campus.

The planned closure of Camarillo State Hospital and Developmental Center was
snnounced in January 1996 in the Govemnor's Budget. The Department of Mental Haalth
(DMH) and the Departmeat of Developmental Services (DDS) each submittcd reports to
the Legislature in February 1996 recommending the closure of the favility. On March 29,
1996, both Departments sitbmitied a plan  close Camarillo State Hospital and

Developmental Center (0 the Legisiature. The task force will bs convening a moeting
with the local community within the aext 30 days.

To date, local mmmnmwumhaummmmmuc
hearings exploring possible future options for the use of the Canarillo property. A
“mixad used”. foremic facility serving both DML’s forensic pepuletion and individuals
with mental health noods from correctionsl institutions wes the option recciving the most
support. However, this type of forensic facility was found to be not feasible becanse
DMH's forensic population has not increased as much as earlier projested, and DMH has
sufficient bod capacity to accommodate its projected population in ita four existing state
hospitals. In addition, the California Dey
need sdditonsl licensed beds for its populstion, especially since ths cust of such buds
would hisve been more than twice the average cost of serving inmates.
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of Corrections deterrained that it did not
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