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Janusry &, 1955

The Honorable A« A« Brhert
Gtete Senstor

Cepitol Building
Saeramento, Oalifornis

Dear Als

There ie conelderable concern emong many of us who are interested
in the wildlife of this region, over the recont iwssuing, by the fish
and Geme Commiselion, of & permit to cepture and keep in ceptivity, twe
California Oondorse 4 zoo keeper in San Ulego received this permit.

As you are probably sware, the California Condor has been on the
verge of extinetion for more then half a century end the few individusle
thet survive are found only in the ares that borders the southern Zan
Joaquin Valley and ineludee the counties of Venturs, Sante Barbare, Sen
Lubs Obiepo, end Nonterey.

Originally quite common and much more widely distributed, the Condor
population wes severely decimeted during the late 1800's mainly through
the depredstion of novelty hunters. A Condor ege was worth & hundred
dollere or more and the cerecass of & dead bdird much more.

From e vecent study of this species, which in my opinion wes very
thorough and sccurste, it appears thst no more than sbout 65 birde are
now in existance. These birds neet and rooet in the most remote and
uountainous parte of their range, dut in foraging for food, which ie
exclusively cerri-n, the renge far out into the open rangelende end
are often exposed to the hazards of being shot or trapped.

¥ith the total extersination of this species in sighty lawe were
passed in recent years, giving the birde complete proteetion. in
inviolate nesting senctusry has been established where they are protected
even from being disturbed by photogrepherss

In addition to thie protection by lew, » general progrem of education
end moral sussion hes been cerried on by the many who ere interested in
saving this species. Thie progrsa hes been very effective in esteblishing
& protective attitude toward theese birds smong the ranchers, sportesen
and others who often encounter Condors end ere in a position to either
killlthem as & novelty or protect them as & metter of ethics and
responsibility.

1 firaly believe that thie protective sttitude is the most importent
factor in the preservetion of this speciess It has greduslly become
recognized and sgreed upon in the rengelends where these birde come to
feed, and where they could be eesily trspped or shot, that they are not
to be molested under eny conditions. In consideration of thie ethical
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restraint you can probably sppreciste our amszement and concern when
we lesrn thet the Commiesion has casually issued e permit to capture
two of these birdse.

This action repudiates whet we have understood was the official
policy toward the protection of Condors. It establishes e precedent,
which, if followed impartially, would eoon result in the last Condor
being cooped up as a novelty and a curiosity. If a zoo keeper in San
Diego is entitled to take two Condors, whe cen convinee the cowpuncher
who has never seen a game warden but who often comes on a group of
Condors as they fed on the carcess of a dead cslf, that he is not
entitled to lake one also? I am wnable to see how this trapping of
Condore could possibly help the species and I definitely feel that its
haraful effects will be many.

I sm writing to you about this matter Al, prineipally because 1t
is of perticular coneern in this srea where we have the Condors and which
is repreeented by you in the State Legislature. There is no one on
the Fish and Geme Commlesion from thie entire region and in Director:
Seth Gordon of the Department of Fishk and Ceme and Mre Robert L« Jones
who is now gsme manzger for this territory, we have in charge of our
wil@life two men who have recently moved here from the Hast Cosst and
who epperently have not the slightest umderstanding of this Condor
situatione.

I feel ssfe in stating that the opinione I have expressed in this
lettor are held by meny others throgghout this region snd any setion
that you may tske to have our opinion coneidered by the authoritiecs who
have iesued thie permit to trap eondort, will, T sssure you, be deeply
lmruhgod .

J; with you the best of luck and success throughout thies New Years

Sincerely,






