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Your time is here
EDUCATION

Minors no longer 
required starting 
fall semester

By Jonathan Wells 
Reporter

  Beginning fall 2016, CSU Ba-
kersfield will no longer require 
its students to have a minor for 
any of its major courses, poten-
tially eliminating four classes 
students would not need. 
  The minor change was pro-
posed by CSUB’s Academic 
Senate because they wanted 
to give students the choice of 
whether or not to have a minor, 
according to CSUB program 
director Dr. Jackie Kegley. 
  “Some students do not have 
any idea of what they want 
for a minor or they just tack 
something on,” said Kegley. 
“So this makes it more option-
al, and they can sit down with 
an adviser and see will this 
[minor] look good for their 
career goals.”
  However, this option will not 
affect all students. 
  The minor option will not be 
grandfathered into the older 
catalog years so current stu-
dents have to keep their minors. 
  “For example, the school of 
Natural Sciences and Mathe-
matics, they don’t have minors 
with their degrees, because 

[NSME] already takes a lot of 
courses, so they don’t real-
ly have a lot of room,” said 
Kegley.
  These students felt bad for 
their peers who have to have 
minors.
  “I never had a minor, but I 
see how that could suck if you 
had to take one,” said biology 
major Lesley Chavez, 20.
  The students who were af-
fected directly, like those in the 
Social Sciences and Education 
department were upset the 
switch came so late. 
  “What if you wanted to grad-
uate on the tenth, but since you 
had to do your minor you have 
to take four more classes, and 
now you must graduate later 
messing up your whole plan,” 
said psychology major Bianca 
Tabera, 19.
  Even political science alum 
Jovani Jimenez felt they needed 
to speak up about the change.
  “It’s better for new students,” 
said Jimenez, 24. “If you have 
a minor that will help you in 
your career, then you have the 
option for a minor, but most of 
the minors here are just profit 
making for the school. 

See MINORS, Page 2

COMMUNITY

By Javier Valdes
News Editor 

  Democratic presidential 
candidate Bernie Sanders spoke 
about his campaign and chal-
lenged presumptive Republican 
nominee Donald Trump to a 
debate during Sanders’ Bakers-
field visit to the Kern County 
Fairgrounds on Saturday.
  More than 3,000 members of 
the community gathered to lis-
ten to what Sanders had to say.
  “I say to Donald Trump, 
you’re a big macho guy, you 
have any guts, come on down 
and let’s debate,” said Sanders.
  The crowd responded with 
resounding cheers to every jab 
Sanders gave to Trump.
  Trump released a press release 
on May 27 stating that he found 
it “inappropriate” to debate 
Sanders, claiming that because 
the Democratic nominating 
process was rigged and that 
Democratic candidate Hillary 
Clinton wouldn’t allow Sanders 
to win, it would not be appro-
priate for him to debate Sanders 
because he is “the second-place 
finisher.”

  “As much as I want to debate 
Bernie Sanders — and it would 
be an easy payday — I will 
wait to debate the first place 
finisher in the Democratic Par-
ty, probably Crooked Hillary 
Clinton or whoever it may be,” 
said Trump in his press release.
  During Sanders’ Bakersfield 
rally, the Democratic candidate 
pushed that Trump change his 
mind and accept his challenge 
for a debate.
  “The other day Trump said 
yes he would debate, and then 
he changed his mind and said 
no he wouldn’t debate, and 
then he changed his mind again 
and said he would debate, then 
he changed his mind again 
and said he wouldn’t debate,” 
said Sanders. “So I say to Mr. 
Trump, change your mind 
again. Let us have a debate.”
  Sanders was very vocal to 
the thousands attending the 
rally about how he believes 
that Americans will not allow 
Trump to become the next 
United States President.
  “Trump will not become 
president because the Ameri-
can people will not support a 

candidate who insults Mexi-
cans and Latinos, who insults 
Muslims, who insults women 
and veterans and who insults 
African-Americans,” said 
Sanders. “The American people 
understand that the greatest 
strength we have as a nation is 
our diversity.”
  Sanders mentioned that every 
poll that has been published 
in the last two months has 
predicted him beating Trump 
in November’s presidential 
election.
  Sanders also spoke on his vi-
sion for America and the power 
that the youth have had in the 
primary elections.
  “Our vision, a vision of social 
justice, economic justice, racial 
justice, environmental justice, 
that vision is the future of 
America,” said Sanders.
  Sanders said he was proud 
that he saw a large young 
crowd at Saturday’s rally.
  “Young people have stood up 
and they have said ‘we are the 
future of this country and we 
damn well will help shape that 
future,’” said Sanders.

See SANDERS, Page 3

Sanders challenges Trump during rally in Bakersfield

Students discuss looming commencements
By Amie Birks 

Reporter 

  The countdown has begun for 
graduating seniors at CSU Ba-
kersfield. With only a few days 
left, CSUB is holding many 
different ceremonies to honor 
those of different ethnicities, 
cultures and departments. 
  The commencement ceremo-
ny for undergraduate students 
will be held on 
June 10 and 11 
at 7 a.m. in the 
outdoor amphi-
theater. 
  Students that 
are partaking 
in the com-
mencement are 
required to meet 
at 6:15 a.m. on 
the Red Brick 
Road (west side 
of the Dorothy 
Donahue Hall, DDH), so that 
students can line up. It will 
be an exciting moment for 
students and some are already 
anticipating the celebratory 
event.    
  “I think what excites me the 
most is that I will get to walk 
with all the friends I have made 
at CSUB,” said graduating 
English major Andrea Pena.
  Graduate students have a 

separate ceremony on Tuesday, 
June 7 at 6 p.m. in the Icardo 
Center. Family and friends at-
tending will get the opportunity 
to see their graduate partake in 
the special hooding ceremony. 
  The hooding ceremony is 
when a faculty member places 
the doctoral hood over the 
graduate to signify his or her 
success in completing the grad-
uate program. Apart from the 

commence-
ment ceremo-
nies, CSUB 
is hosting a 
black gradua-
tion recogni-
tion ceremony 
on Saturday, 
June 4 at 3 
p.m. in the 
Icardo Center.
  This special 
event honors 
and recog-

nizes black students for their 
achievements at CSUB. Each 
participating student is recog-
nized and given a stole that 
represents the pride of his or 
her African heritage. 
  Students that are participating 
in this event are also able and 
encouraged to participate in the 
commencement as well. 

See GRADS, Page 2
AJ Alvarado/The Runner

Liberal studies major Lupita Melendez celebrates her up-
coming graduation from CSUB.

Javier Valdes/The Runner
Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders speaks during his Bakersfield rally at the 
Kern County Fairgrounds on Saturday, May 28.

“I think what excites 
me the most is that I 
will get to walk with 
all the friends I have 
made at CSUB.”

Andrea Pena 
English major
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ASI

Dominguez, Lim among 
election winners

By Esteban Ramirez
Editor-in-Chief

  The unofficial results for this 
year’s ASI election are in, and 
Alex Dominguez has been 
elected as the new president 
and Alana Lim has been elected 
as the executive vice president.
  Dominguez received 58 
percent of the votes garnering 
794 votes, while current ASI 
President Mike Kwon received 
42 percent of the votes with 
574 votes.
  “When I saw my name on top, 
I was very surprised because 
it’s something to beat an in-
cumbent,” said Dominguez. “I 
was very proud of myself and 
my team.”
  Lim garnered 57 percent with 
776 votes, while current ASI 
Director of Social Sciences and 

Education Nicole Mirkazemi 
received 581 votes.
  “I’m very excited but mostly 
humbled,” said Lim. “I’m just 
very honored that students have 
kind of put their confidence 
in me to help lead ASI with 
Alex and take them in a new 
direction. 
  “They have put their confi-
dence in me and I look forward 
to delivering to them and just 
overall contributing to the 
growth of our campus.”
  According to Interim ASI Ex-
ecutive Director EJ Callahan, 
around 1,370 students voted in 
this year’s elections.
  As for the other vice president 
positions, Oscar Alvarez ran 
unopposed and received 1,310 
votes. 
  For vice president of finance, 
current ASI Director of Clubs 

and Organizations Outreach 
Precious Nwaoha ran unop-
posed and received 1,299 votes.
  Current Director of Cam-
pus Pride Mariela Gomez ran 
unopposed for vice president 
of programming and received 
1,296 votes.
  “I knew that Oscar, Precious 
and Mariela were going to 
make because they were run-
ning unopposed, but knowing 
that Alana was going forward 
with me, it was just a great 
feeling,” said Dominguez. 
“Now we have the whole team 
together. 
  “We have one unified agenda 
going forward and that agenda 
is to help all the students, so 
I’m very happy that Alana got 
elected as well.”
  Director of natural sciences, 
mathematics and engineering 
went to Jeremy Ngo who ran 
unopposed and garnered 1,282 
votes.
  Six other director positions 
were unopposed.
  Director of arts and human-
ities went to Claudia Ramirez 
with 1,272 votes, director of 
budget management went to 

Gurbachan Sidhu with 1,230 
votes and director of R.E.P.S. 
went to Nadia Mirkazemi with 
1,253 votes.
  Additionally, upper division 
director went to Jesus Banue-
los with 1,248 votes, director 
of community affairs went to 
Courtney Ludford with 1,250 
votes and director of education-
al events went to Brianahi De 
Leon with 1,259 votes.
  Director of relations was the 
closest race as Ashley Schmidt 
received 50.2 percent with 
670 votes, while Jose Garcia 
received 664 votes.
  For director of clubs and or-
ganization outreach, Alejandra 
Lopez received 63 percent with 
834 votes, while Wendy Melen-
dez received 493 votes.
  “I was incredibly excited,” 
said Lopez on winning direc-
tor of clubs and organization 
outreach. “Walking into the 
Student Union, I was very ner-
vous but when I saw my name 
up there and my status, I was 
relieved. 
  “Campaigning was really 
tough this last week, but I’m 
excited to get next year going.”

[GRADS, Page 1]
  “What’s so special about it 
is that all my family is able to 
attend,” said graduating senior 
Taevi Wilson. “They don’t re-
quire any tickets, so I can invite 
as many people as I want to be 
there for my big day.” 
  In addition, CSUB is holding 
its 36 annual Chicano com-
mencement on June 8 from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. in the Icardo 
Center. 
  The Chicano ceremony origi-
nally began as a form of protest 
by Latino graduating students 
at San Jose State University. 
  Students were concerned that 
they [Latinos] were unrep-

resented and were of little 
concern to the universities and 
government. 
  Now the event is held as a 
way to honor Latino students 
for their academic success. 
  The application deadline for 
the Chicano commencement 
has already been closed.
  However, those attending 
should note that there are no 
tickets required to attend the 
event. 
   Students can expect a press 
release to be sent out this week 
or can go to www.csub.edu/
commencement to find addi-
tional information regarding 
graduation. 

[MINORS, Page 1]  
  “It’s good for new students 
but as [alumni’s] the system 
already screwed us over, there’s 
nothing left we can do about 
it.”  
  Although students may feel 
cheated, Kegley reminds them 
to remember the advantages to 
having a minor.
  “The important thing is, it 
does appear on your transcript 
if you choose to [have a minor], 
and later, wherever you go 
people will say this person has 
a major in this field but he has 
a minor in this field; that means 

he is more broadly-based,” said 
Kegley
  Kegley also believes the 
biggest benefit from making 
minors an option is the freedom 
students will be receiving when 
choosing an academic plan that 
works for them.
  “[Students benefit] by giving 
them a choice and not forcing 
them to do something that does 
not seem useful, but also by 
making them aware that this 
may be a useful option,” said 
Kegley. “Not forcing, but say-
ing you might want to consider 
this, then let them decide.”

GRADUATION

No tickets needed 
for CSUB cultural 
commencements

EDUCATION

Minors no longer 
mandatory

AJ Alvarado/The Runner
Alex Dominguez and Alana Lim were voted ASI’s president and executive vice president for the 2016-2017 year. 

New execs voted in to ASI board

Karina Diaz/The Runner
Many students can be seen taking photos around campus in 
their caps and gowns to celebrate their graduation.  
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Sanders sets the burn in the valley 
COMMUNITY

[SANDERS, Page 1]
  CSU Bakersfield biology 
and sociology major Sabah 
Sahah, 19, attended the event 
because she really wanted to 
see Sanders.
  “He’s the only candidate 
whose platform is to unite 
people, rather than to divide,” 
said Sahah.
  Sanders also covered topics 
of marijuana, gay rights, min-
imum wage, student debt and 
equal pay.
  “In America, people that 
work 40-50 hours a week 
should not live in poverty,” 
said Sanders. “Raise the min-
imum wage to $15 and hour. 
Women should not be making 
79 cents on the dollar. We are 
going to fight for pay equity 
for women.”
  Many who attended the rally 
were inspired by Sanders’ 
speech and by the big crowd 
at the event.
  Bakersfield College psychol-
ogy student Chyenne Guey-
Mock, 19, found the crowd to 
be energetic and diverse and 
said Sanders was amazing and 
very inspirational.

  As for what brought Guey-
Mock down to the event, she 
said she wanted “to be part of 
history.”
  Guey-Mock said that the 
event inspired her and her 
friend to volunteer for the 
Sanders’ campaign.
  Current Sanders campaign 
volunteers Monica Hinson, 
28, and Matt Hinson, 26, be-
gan to volunteer for the Sand-
ers campaign since January.
  The Hinsons volunteer the 
majority of their free time 
to help Sanders’ campaign, 
whether it be by going door-
to-door, working with data 
entry or fundraising.
  Matt Hinson felt that the 
rally was everything that he 
expected and talked about 
why he believes people should 
vote for Sanders.
  “He’s for the people,” said 
Hinson. “He doesn’t take con-
tributions from super PACs.”
  Some attendants credited 
Sanders’ platform and focus 
on unity as their decision to 
vote for him.
  Others felt that his passion 
and honesty is what most 

resonated with them.
  “He speaks very passionate-
ly. He doesn’t leave any room 
for interpretation like some 
candidates,” said Bakersfield 
resident Hannah Victor.
  “I like his honesty. I approve 
a politician that doesn’t su-
garcoat shit,” said BC student 
Satiyyah Desouza.
  Although many of those 
attending were big Sanders 
supporters, some were there 
to educate themselves about 
the candidate, hoping that the 
event would help them make 
a decision on which candidate 
they would vote for.
  Bakersfield resident Selenia 
Duran, 23, heard about the 
event through social media 
and was surprised by the thou-
sands of people that attended 
the event.
  Duran, a first-time voter, was 
unsure of who her vote would 
go to come the primaries.
  “I’m nervous. I’m feeling the 
‘Bern’ but I still don’t know 
my choice…it all depends 
after today,” said Duran.

Board of Trustees ratifies 10.5% faculty wage increase
FACULTY

By Javier Valdes
News Editor

  The California State Universi-
ty Board of Trustees ratified the 
tentative agreement reached in 
collaboration with the Califor-
nia Faculty Association on May 
24.
  The agreement is set to be in 
effect until 2018, at that point 

they will reach new contract 
negotiations.
  The agreement covers nearly 
26,000 faculty members, librar-
ians, coaches and counselors on 
the 23 CSU campuses.
  “I am pleased the Trustees rat-
ified this agreement. Investing 
in our faculty is an investment 
in our students’ learning and 
discovery environment, en-

abling student achievement and 
degree completion,” said CSU 
Chancellor Timothy White is a 
press release.
   In addition to the general 
salary increases, which are 
set to raise faculty salaries 
by 10.5 percent over the next 
three years, the agreement also 
included to double the vesting 
period for retiree health bene-

fits for faculty hires after July 
1, 2017, from 5 to 10 years.
  Additionally, included in the 
agreement was the minimum 
raise for those with tenure track 
promotions, under the new 
agreement those faculty mem-
bers would receive a minimum 
9 percent increase instead of 
the current 7.5 percent.
  Back in April, 97 percent of 

the voting CFA membership ap-
proved the tentative agreement 
reached by the CFA and CSU.
Following the CFA’s vote the 
tentative agreement moved on 
the to CSU Board of Trustees 
to approve the agreement and 
put this year-long matter to rest, 
and on May 24 they did.
  As per the agreement faculty 
unit employees will receive a 5 

percent general salary increase 
on June 30, a 2 percent general 
salary increase on July 1, and 
a 3.5 percent general salary 
increase on July 1, 2017. 
  The agreement also includes 
a 2.65 percent service salary 
increase for all eligible faculty 
employees in fiscal year 2017-
18, read the CSU press release.

Ben Patton/The Runner
Senator Bernie Sanders speaks to the crowd at the Kern County Fairgrounds on May 28. 



  4 Graduation Issue June 1, 2016

 Caps off to our 2016 graduates
GRADUATION

Photo courtesy of  Lorena Mendoza
PEAK major Lorena Mendoza prepares to graduate with a 
cap decorated with flowers.

Photo courtesy of  Georgie Jazmin
Business major Georgie Jazmin tops her cap with dai-
sies and rhinestones for graduation.

Photo courtesy of  Crystal Villatoro
Criminal justice major Crystal Villatoro gets her handcups 
ready for a future with law enforcement.

Photo courtesy of  Ariana Luna
Psychology major Ariana Luna heads for the second star 
to the right as she prepares for the many adventures that 
await.

Photo courtesy of  Julianne Mau
English major Julianne Mau decorated her cap with pop 
lyrics and butterflies.

CAMPUS

By Domenica Ortiz 
Reporter

 
  CSU Bakersfield’s Alumni As-
sociation represents more than 
45,000 graduates. 
  The association promotes 
educational excellence by en-
gaging and connecting alumni 
students, campus partners and 
the community. 
  Members of the association 
make affiliation with CSUB a 
lifetime commitment. 
  Individuals are given the 
opportunity to volunteer, 
participate and support CSUB’s 
advancement. 
  “The CSUB Alumni Associ-
ation allows students to stay 
connected,” said alumna Jessi-
ca Rodriguez. “I am very much 
apart of this campus since the 
day I graduated.” 
  Rodriguez stated that she will 
continue to support the Univer-
sity. 
  She revealed that the Alumni 
Association offers so many 
services, benefits, and opportu-
nities for graduates. 
  Members of the Alumni Asso-
ciation have access to discount-
ed Student Recreation Center 
memberships. 
  Alumni have access to 
CSUB’s Center for Career Edu-
cation and Community Center, 
in which they have access to 
career resources and are able to 
find out about job openings. 
  Members also have access to 
CSUB Bookstore and Walter 

Stiern Library, as well as all 
libraries in the CSU system, so 
they can expand their knowl-
edge and keep learning off 
campus. 
  The Alumni Association gives 
graduates special event notifi-
cations, discounts on insurance, 
and updates on campus news. 
  “The Alumni Association 
keeps me updated on excit-
ing campus news I can attend 
special events,” said alumna 
Stephanie Fenn. “I love that I 
still have access to the cam-
pus.” 
  Fenn stated that she enjoys the 
unlimited access to the library 
specifically.  
  “I research a lot, so the mem-
bership comes in handy,” said 
Fenn. 
  Also, graduates are invited to 
meet and greet fellow alumni at 
campus events. 
  “I am still apart of this 
University in many ways,” 
said CSUB alumnus Jona-
than Reece. “I love attending 
campus events and community 
projects.” 
  Reece stated that the involv-
ment, community awareness 
and being able to stay informed 
drove him to become a mem-
ber. 
  He stated that some of the 
events he enjoys are Celebrate 
CSUB, Party in the Park and 
Alumni Nights.  
  “I always have a blast,” said 
Reece. “The association pro-
vides many opportunities. It is 
like I have never left.” 

  Additionally, annual scholar-
ships from the Alumni Associ-
ation helps graduate students 
and teaching credential students 
pay for their education. 
  Many CSUB alumni help stu-
dents train and prepare for life 
outside of the classroom. 
  CSUB English major Richard 
Wright stated that it is in his 
plans to become part of the 
Alumni Association next year. 
  “I have had many great 
memories here at CSUB and 
no matter where my life takes 
me, I will stay connected and 
true to my alma mater through 
my future membership in the 
Alumni Association,” said 
Wright.

Alumni Association 
continues excellence

Photo courtesy of  Jesus Gutierrez
Geology major Jesus Gutierrez prepares for graduation 
with a stunning graduation cap.

“I have had many 
great  memories here 

at CSUB and no 
matter where my life 
takes me, I will stay 
connected and true 
to my alma mater 
through my future 
membership in the 

Alumni 
Association.”

Richard Wright
English major

When two vehicles collided on Stockdale Highway and Don Hart Drive, The Runner was there.
When Bernie Sanders campaigned in Bakersfield, The Runner was there. 

When the CSUB wrestling coach resigned, The Runner was there. 
When Bill Clinton campaigned in Delano, The Runner was there.

Get your daily breaking news coverage at therunneronline.com 
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Grad Shoutouts
Congratulations Class of 2016!

Congratulations to the graduating staff members of The Runner!

Andrea Calderon Andrea Flores

Bre Williams

Diana Olivares Erica Carcamo

Jacob WilliamsMelissa Maddux Stephany Bravo Hailey Williams

Zach Miller David Kaplan

Marisel Maldonado
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ALUMNI

By Annie Russell
Features Editor

  From three quarters to two 
semesters, and a list of pros and 
cons, CSU Bakersfield contin-
ues to move forward with their 
plans to change to the semester 
system. 
  CSUB pledged to both current 
and incoming students that the 
change would not delay the ex-
pected time for graduation, nor 
would it cost more money.
  “I honestly don’t like it. I feel 
like it’s going to take longer,” 
said junior computer science 
major Arielle Battle.
  Academic Operations Director 
John Dirkse stated that though 
the change to semester will put 

CSUB students back in school 
early in August, there are still 
a lot of benefits to the change 
from quarter to semester.
  “I think they’re a lot of bene-
fits to the students and I don’t 
think they’ll realize it till they 
get in there a year.” 
  Most courses in the fall will 
be converted from five quarter 
units to three semester units. 
Students who plan to graduate 
in four years our advised to 
take 15 units each semester.   
  For financial aid, a full load is 
12 semester units. 
  However, students majoring 
in natural science, mathematics 
and engineering should expect 
most of their classes to convert 
to four semester units. 

  In this case students are 
advised to take 16 units a 
semester.
  “If students don’t take the 
five per term [classes], or the 
equivalent of five per term, 
then they’re going to be a little 
delayed in graduating.” Dirkse 
said. “For the three quarters 
you paid last year, you’re going 
to pay about the same amount 
this year for two semesters.”
  Opposed to the 180 units to 
graduate in the quarter system 
only 120 units are now needed 
to graduate in the semester 
system.
  “I’m pretty indifferent about 
it,” senior anthropology major 
Andy Nasrawin said. “I think 
the pros out-weigh the cons.”

  Some of the perks that come 
along with the semester system 
is that students will have more 
time to learn and articulate 
more information versus having 
to cram within a 10-week 
quarter. 
  Additionally, students only 
have to worry about two finals 
instead of three. 
  Because the semester system 
ends in May aligning with high 
school and community colleges 
summer break, CSUB students 
have a chance to apply for jobs 
during the summer instead of 
having to wait two weeks while 
high schoolers snatch up the 
jobs.
  In addition there will also be 
more classes offered for stu-

dents during the semester and 
unique one-unit filler classes 
students can pick and choose 
to take for their eight or five 
miscellaneous units, depending 
on their catalog rights.
  “I always advised all of my 
students to take one activity 
class every term, I’m not saying 
for financial aid or whatever 
reasons. Just it will force you 
to exercise, workout, get your 
mind off of class.” Dirkse said. 
“Just do something to stay in 
good physical condition it’s 
important to your studying and 
your general well-being. 
  “You can’t study if you’re not 
feeling comfortable or you’re 
unhappy about your weight, 
and you’re worried about not 

getting exercise and now you’re 
trying to study. It’s not going to 
work, your brain is just not in 
the right place.”
  One change students might 
come to notice is that Peak 
classes are now kinesiolo-
gy courses, which will offer 
more activity classes than ever 
before. 
  Some of these classes include: 
basketball, yoga, bicycling, 
judo, swim and many more.
  “Don’t panic, our goal is 
that you will take no longer to 
graduate than you would’ve if 
we would have stayed on quar-
ters,” said Dirkse.

ACADEMICS

By Tamrah N. Johnson
Reporter

 
  CSU Bakersfield alumnus 
John Nilon has been appointed 
as the California State Univer-
sity’s new alumni trustee. 
  Nilon was elected by the 
CSU Alumni Council to serve 
a two-year appointment with 
the board of trustees set to 
begin in July, where he will be 
representing the CSU alumni 
on the 25-member board and 
keep alumni leaders informed 
on issues affecting the 23-CSU 
campuses, stated a media re-
lease from the CSU system.
  The Alumni Association 
believed Nilon was a great can-
didate to be on the board and 
then later elected him.
  Nilon has held several posi-
tions within the community 
serving as County Administra-
tive Officer, Assistant Director 
of Human Services, Execu-
tive Director of Employers’ 
Training Resource, the Director 
of Department of Children Sup-
port Services and the Director 
of Public Health.

  Nilon earned his bachelor’s 
degree in political science and 
a master’s degree in business 
administration at CSUB. 
  He was also named Outstand-
ing Alumni in 1990.
  Nilon is excited to be a part of 
CSUB’s Board of Trustees and 
is looking forward to the new 
opportunities ahead for him.
  “I think it’s going to be just a 
thrill getting to know the facul-
ty, students, and administrators 
and just getting a sense of how 
diverse we are and how much 
we are really achieving,” said 
Nilon.
  Nilon is committed to students 
achieving academically and be-
lieves that being a good board 
member requires to realize 
their purpose and look at the 
big picture.
  “One of the things I think 
we have to address in terms of 
policy is how are we helping 
our students if we know that 25 
percent of them are hungry, 10 
percent of them are homeless, 
and 50 percent of them are low 
income,” said Nilon. “What are 
we going to do to make sure 

that they are successful at earn-
ing their degrees to make sure 
they can springboard out of that 
low income, poverty position 
that they are in?”

By Annie Russell
Features Editor

  Senior nursing major Danica 
Adoc was nominated for the 
Outstanding Student award for 
Natural Science, Mathematics, 
and Engineering department.
  “I felt really honored to have 
been selected by the nursing 
department,” Adoc said. “I 
could not believe it and I was 
really surprised.”
  Adoc was inspired to go into 
nursing because of her passion 
for science and helping others. 
After graduation her goals are 
to pass the board exam NCLEX 
to become a licensed nurse at 
the telemetry unit at San Joa-
quin Community Hospital.
  “In addition to being passion-
ate about science and helping 
others, I thought that I have the 

capability to be in a profession 
where I can help individuals 
lead better lives.” Adoc said.
  Adoc is involved in the 
California Nursing Students’ 
Associations, the Community 
Preventive Health Collabora-
tive, a member of Alpha Chi 
and Sigma Theta Tau. She 
also enjoys playing tennis and 
traveling.
  Adoc’s experience at CSU 
Bakersfield has been filled with 
many memories shared with 
friends she has made during her 
years at CSUB. Adoc also stat-
ed that her nursing professors 
were all great.
  “As experienced nurses who 
are passionate about the work 
that they do, they all did an 
excellent job in teaching our 
class with the knowledge and 
wisdom to become the best 

nurse that I can be in the fu-
ture.” Adoc said.
  For current and incoming 
freshmen Adoc advises students 
to continue their studies at 
CSUB, “stay motivated and 
work hard,” said Adoc.

By Devon Halsell
Reporter

  It’s a week away from CSU 
Bakersfield’s graduation 
ceremony which means it’s ac-
ademic award season. Students 
within the School of Arts and 
Humanities who impressed fac-
ulty members will be honored 
with awards. 
  On Wednesday June 1, at 
6:00 p.m., the School of Arts & 
Humanities will host an honors 
ceremony in the Walter Stiern 
Library Dezember Reading 
Room that will present students 
with awards for their academ-
ics, projects and behavior.
  The big honor of the night 
will be the Outstanding Student 
of Arts and Humanities award 
that will be revealed that night.         

“There will be an outstanding 
graduate of the school select-
ed from all of the outstanding 
graduates of the programs,” 
states Mandy Rees the Chair of 
the Music and Theater Depart-
ment.
   There are four sections of 
honors that will be awarded to 
students on top of the Outstand-
ing Student of Arts and Hu-
manities: Departmental Awards 
of Excellence, Departmental 
Outstanding MA Graduates, 
Departmental Outstanding BA 
Graduates, and Dean’s Awards.
  “I nominated two seniors, and 
both are receiving an award,” 
said Steve Campagna-Pinto 
professor of Philosophy and 
Religious Studies “One because 
of academic excellence, and 
the other because of CSUB 

community and public service 
combined with academic excel-
lence.”
  Out of all the Outstanding 
Student award winners one 
student will get the award of 
overall Outstanding Student of 
Arts and Humanities Award.

   

So long quarter system, hello semester

Photo by John Nilont/The Runner
Newly appointed CSU alumni 
trustee, John Nilon. 

Nursing student nominated

AWARDS

Scholastic Roadrunners  
A&H students awarded honors 

The School of Arts 
& Humanities hosts 
an award ceremony 
in the Walter Stiern 
Library Dezember 

Reading Room 
tonight at 6 p.m.

“In addition to be-
ing passionate about 
science and helping 
others, I thought that 
I have the capability 
to be in a profession 

where I can help 
individuals lead better 

lives.” 
Danic Adoc,  

Nursing major

By Tamrah N. Johnson
Reporter

  Recently, students and faculty 
were experiencing problems 
receiving their CSU Bakersfield 
Office 365 Outlook emails. 
  Rather than bulk junk mail 
clogging inboxes en mass or 
important email being sent 
directly to the junk folder, 
another option was created for 
the Outlook system. 
  The system forced incom-
ing emails to be sent to their 
‘clutter’ folder instead of their 
inbox. Faust Gorham, associate 
vice president and chief infor-
mation officer, explained the 
updated email system and the 
‘clutter’ feature.
  “About a year ago, Microsoft 
introduced the ‘clutter’ fold-
er,” said Gorham. “The clutter 
folder was a separate folder in 
between your inbox folder and 
your junk mail folder where 
mail that you may want would 
go.”   
  The feature was initially 
something that was unable to be 
controlled by the user. 

 “Microsoft thought clutter 
would be this awesome thing 
and so they turned it on for ev-
eryone and then told you how 
to turn it off,” said Gorham. 
  As students interacted with 
their incoming emails, the sys-
tem interpreted what was and 
wasn’t being read as important 
from its source.  
 “If it starts seeing a pattern, it 
will continue the pattern,” said 
Gorham. “It will learn. That’s 
how clutter and junk mail both 
work.”
  Because CSUB emails are 
sent out frequently and to 
hundreds of students at once, 
they have similar properties to 
junk mail that the system filters 
away from the inbox. 
  The filtering went unnoticed 
until students and faculty began 
to notice a lack of response to 
mass emails.
  “Things were being marked as 
clutter and people were saying 
they were not getting any 
emails, but when they checked 
their clutter, there it was,” he 
said. “So, we went back to our 
group and talked about it an 

decided to turn off the clutter 
feature and provide instructions 
to students and staff how to turn 
it back on for those who like it 
and want to use clutter.  
  “So now it’s a deliberate 
function people want instead of 
a forced function the majority 
didn’t want.”
Students can customize the 
clutter feature by going to 
http://www.csub.edu/office365/
faq/email/

Clutter creates email 
chaos for students, faculty

CSU Board of Trustees 
adds Nilon to council  

TECHNOLOGY

Photo by Faust Gorham/The 
Runner

Associate vice president and 
chief information officer at 
CSU Bakersfield.
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By Patricia Rocha
Writing Coach

  As many graduating seniors 
are contemplating their next 
big adventure, CSU Bakers-
field art alum Tanya Darapiza 
offered some advice through 
her own reflections of her time 
at CSUB, and how it led to her 
current position as the office 
manager for the Arts Council 
of Kern.
  “I didn’t expect to be so 
involved as I was,” said Darapi-
za. 
  Darapiza began her time at 
CSUB with a strong urge to be 
a part of something in the art 
department. 
  During a freshman intro-
duction to the department’s 
professors, Darapiza went up 
the gallery director and offered 
her assistance. 
  “That alone, me presenting 
myself to him and telling him, 
‘I want in on what you’re do-
ing,’ helped a lot with opening 
doors, to talking to a lot of 
different people that I normally 
wouldn’t have talked to,” she 
said. 
  Darapiza’s proactive attitude 
is what led to her current posi-
tion, with a little help from her 
time at CSUB. 
  When the art department sent 
an email about a part-time 
position in the Younger Gallery, 
she passed, instead looking for 
something full-time, as most 
graduates do.
  When she accompanied a 
friend who was applying for 
the position, she found out the 
space didn’t have a gallery 
director. She then typed up her 
experiences from CSUB and 
offered her services for that 
position. 
  “I wrote it out, what my job 
would be there, and I offered 
myself up as a gallery director 
and I met with the owners of 
the gallery...Betty and Milt 
Younger, and they really liked 
me and my ideas and what I 
could do for them,” she said.
  When the Youngers began to 
reevaluate the future of the gal-
lery, the Arts Council of Kern 
was in need of an office manag-
er, and the Youngers suggested 
Darapiza for the position. 
  “It kind of started with Cal 
State and then ended to where 
I was, even in this one job, so 
having that great connection, 
with where I feel my roots are, 
helped me to where I am right 
now, even after I graduated,” 
she said. 
  For current students, Darapiza 
offered a bit of wisdom from 
the art world that can be ap-
plied to anyone creating a body 
of work. 
  “Do what you’re doing on 
purpose. Even if it looks like a 
God-awful mess, do that mess 
on purpose,” she said. “Defend 
it, and communicate extremely 
well what you want others to 
get from it. It doesn’t mean 
that your work is going to be 
100 percent what you want it 
to be. You’re always going to 
be working on it and making it 

better, but if you’re communi-
cating your concept well, then 
you’ll get 100 percent better 
feedback.”
  Darapiza feels feedback and 
critiques are important to grow 
as an artist and as a person, 
because you build confidence 
by learning what you’re good 
at, and where you need to 
improve. 
  “Just knowing, in general, of 
what you’re bad at can help so 
much, because some people 
never get to know what they’re 
bad at,” she said. “...The best of 
us will be in your face and say, 
‘look, I’m going to question 
what you’re doing,’ and then 
if you’re ballsy enough, you’ll 
say, ‘OK, let’s do something 
about it.’”
  One of Darapiza’s favorite 
critiques came from a perfor-
mance during a ceramics class. 
  Instead of making a traditional 
sculpture, she watered down 
the clay to its runny “slip” form 
and poured it into empty make-
up containers. 
  The performance artist then 
set up an empty frame in front 
of her to represent a mirror, 
with the audience facing her on 
the other side. 
  “I’m putting on this slip on 
my face, and it’s just kind 
of muddy and then it just 
gets worse. Then I go for the 
eyelash, for the mascara, and 
I can hear some women go 
“Uugh!” They’re like, ‘Ugh, oh 
my gosh, don’t do that. It’s too 
close to your eye!’”
  Aside from the entertainment 
aspect of horrifying an audi-
ence, one comment stood out 
the most.
“At the end of the critique, one 
girl said, ‘she looked so sad,’” 
said Darapiza.
  She said she wasn’t sad when 
performing, but sadness was 
what she wanted to portray in 
her piece. The comment and 
piece made her reflect on how 
sad she was the the time, pres-
sured to look a certain way for 
beauty’s sake. 
  “What a critique that meant 
for me, as an artist,” she said. 
  Darapiza said that she fell in 
love with performance art be-
cause she loves the interaction 
capabilities with other people 
in the audience, especially if 
they’re willing to participate 
along with her.  
  “I love being in the presence 
of someone else because I 
feel like people have so much 
energy and they have so many 
feelings and just there’s a 
whole lot to people,” she said. 
“I feel like through performanc-
es...that’s the most I can get out 
of people. If I have a sculpture, 
and it’s sitting there, I feel like 
I’m not getting as much as I 
can from individuals.”
  Her last piece of wisdom is to 
surround yourself with positive 
influences and be “cool with 
each other.”
  “There are some really mean, 
ugly people out there... you’ve 
gotta choose who you’re going 
to be around and connect with,” 
she said. 

CSUB Top 10Art alum reflects 
on life after CSUB

CAMPUSPROFILE

Highlighting the most memorable

Do you enjoy writing, taking photos, 
editing, drawing comics, filming video 
or informing your peers about the news 

of your campus?

What about gaining experience in sales, 
marketing, management, accounting, 

advertising, or web development?

If so, join The Runner today!

COMM 2160 and 4160 are available
to all students interested regardless of 

skill level or major. 
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RUNNER ON THE STREET
By Amie Birks/Photos by Karina Diaz

This week The Runner asked, “What are your plans after graduation?” 

David Chisholm
Criminal Justice

30
“Right now, I’m in 

the midst of a hiring 
process for the CHP. 
If that doesn’t work 
out, I will be work-
ing for some type 

of law enforcement 
agency.” 

Suzanne Martinez
Biology

27
“I plan of continu-
ing my education 
through San Jose 

State to pursue my 
career in [Clinical 

Lab Science].”

Lashya Morgan 
Liberal Studies

22
“I’m going into the 
credentials program 
and I got a teaching 
job this summer.”

Kevin Mays
Liberal Studies

23
“I’m going to play 

professional basket-
ball in either France 

or Italy.”

Armpit ventilation

COMIC

  Journeys. Paths. Goals. Ac-
complishments. Careers. If you 
tried to play a drinking game 
where  you took a shot of..um, 
espresso every time you heard 
one of these words during 
graduation week, you probably 
wouldn’t make it to the stage. 
Instead, The Runner is going to 
write the most straightforward 
editorial we can without the 
fluff every graduation speaker 
pads their speeches with. 
  We offer our congratulations 
to the graduating class of 
2016 and a bit of unwarranted 
advice: 
  Don’t stop learning. 
  Many feel that getting to 
graduate means their days of 
research papers, late nights and 
critiqued assignments are over. 
They’re not. 
  No matter what lies ahead, the 
ability to evolve as a person is 
always going to be out there. 
There’s always going to be 
a book you haven’t read, a 
contact you haven’t made, a 
country you haven’t been to 
and an argument you hav-

en’t researched quite enough. 
There’s going to be potential 
for growth with every day 
that passes and just because 
you’ve hung your tassel on 
your keychain and screwed on 
the CSUB Alumni novelty plate 
to your vehicle, doesn’t mean 
you get to stop taking notes or 
thinking critically.  
  The best part of all this is that 
without the scheduling con-
straints of a weekly schedule, 
you get to do these things at 
your own pace and how they fit 
within your own life. Even if 
your novel, computer program 
or scientific research is going to 
take you five, ten, even twenty 
years, the time you spend on it 
will change you the same way 
your time at CSU Bakersfield 
has if you refuse to be stagnant. 
  Don’t be a passive participant 
in your own life. Enjoy the 
journey whatever your path 
may be, and turn your goals 
into accomplishments and then 
into careers. That was five shots 
of espresso if anyone is still 
counting. 

Graduation: 
The work 
never stops

STAFF EDITORIAL

Reflection on a four-year college journey

GRADUATION

By Amie Birks 
Reporter 

  As I reflect on these past four 
years, I can surely say this- 
time flies.  
  It seems that just yesterday 
I was a freshmen anxiously 
awaiting graduation, and now 
graduation is anxiously await-
ing me. 
  That moment that I’ve waited 
for will soon be another mem-
ory that I cherish, but before 
that moment slips into my past 
I can’t help but recollect all the 
memories that have led me to 
this point. 
  The entirety of my college 
experience has been a wonder-
ful time in my life. It has been 
filled with times of doubt and 
triumph, but every moment has 

been unique and has shaped me 
in some form. 
  I was fortunate to have had 
some really amazing professors 
that cultivated within me a 

loving interest for my major 
(English) and have influenced 
me to pursue my career with 
passion. 
  My family and friends have 
also played an important role 
in my college experience by 
encouraging me in times of 
defeat and rooting for me to 
push on. 
  In the end, the most import-
ant thing that came out of my 
time spent in college would 
be the unending ability to 
learn new things. 
  Though my college years 
are about to come to a close, 
I will continue to be a student 

because there is always some-
thing new to learn.   
  Needless to say, it has been 
a journey-one in which I 
wouldn’t trade for anything.    

  If I can offer any wisdom—it 
would be to cherish every 
moment of your college years. 
Enjoy the exciting times, all 
the new opportunities even the 
challenging and trying times. 
  As mentioned, time has a 
tendency to creep up on you, 
and before you know it, your 
college experience will be a 
mere memory. 
  So, treasure each moment 
because it is irreplaceable. It’s 
a unique time in your life that 
you don’t get back, so savor it.  
  One undying piece of advice 
would be to get involved in 
some capacity. 
  There are a plethora of dif-
ferent opportunities and clubs 
available that will likely strike 
your interest, so go for it and 
meet new people. 

The graduation cap and gown is known to have originated in Europe, particularly in Britain. Although 
Britain has very few sunny days, in Bakersfield we have very few cloudy days. This is a proposal for a 

better cap and gown suited to the inferno of Bakersfield heat.

RunningRunnersRun

Experiences of a CSUB grad
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By Joe Macias
Sports Editor

  CSU Bakersfield will have its 
2016 ROWDYs awards at The 
Fox Theater in downtown Ba-
kersfield at 8 p.m. on May 31.
  There will be 15 different cat-
egories that will feature a ‘Late 
Night’ talk show theme.  
  Of the 15 categories, the top 
five categories include Clutch 
Performer of the Year, Break-
through Athlete of the Year, 
Team of the Year, Blue-Gold 
Award and Newcomer of the 
Year.
  The nominees for the Clutch 
Performer of the Year are 
Kelsey Lange (women’s swim-
ming), Dedrick Basile (men’s 
basketball), Jo Larios (softball) 
and Teo Chiesa (men’s golf).
  Dedrick Basile will win 
Clutch Performer of the Year 

because of his performance in 
the Western Athletic Confer-
ence Tournament championship 
game, in which he made the 
game-winning shot against 
rival New Mexico State. 
  Basile’s shot sent the Road-
runners to its first ever appear-
ance in the NCAA Division I 
men’s basketball tournament. 
  Basile had a game high 18 
points in the game on 8 of 16 
shooting from the field.
  Nominees for Breakthrough 
Athlete of the Year for female 
are: Carlee Burks (diving), 
Sophie Flemion (volleyball), 
Batabe Zempare (women’s 
basketball) and Amber Mills 
(softball). 
  For the males the nominees 
are: Jose Flores (men’s track), 
Reuben Franklin (wrestling), 
Jaylin Airington (men’s 
basketball) and AJ Monarrez 

(baseball).
  The Breakthrough Athlete of 
the Year for females will be 
Carlee Burks. 
  Burks broke the CSUB 11-
year record in the three-meter 
board with a score of 337.28 
beating the previous record of 
310.80 which was previously 
set by Laura Lafranchise. 
  Burks also earned WAC diver 
of the week four times this 
season.
  Breakthrough Athlete of the 
Year for the male athletes will 
be Reuben Franklin. 
  Franklin was ranked eighth in 
the country in the 197-pound 
division and had an overall 
record of 30-8 and a PAC 12 
record of 5-0. Franklin also 
scored the most dual points for 
CSUB this season with 61. 
  The Team of the Year award 
nominees are volleyball, men’s 

basketball, wrestling and 
softball.
  The winner of the Team of the 
Year will be the men’s basket-
ball team for their excellent 
performance in the WAC Tour-
nament that sent the team to its 
first NCAA Division I Men’s 
Basketball Tournament.
  The men’s basketball team 
had the best scoring margin in 
the WAC with a plus-9.1 differ-
ence as it averaged 72.9 points 
per game on offense while only 
allowing 63.1 points per game 
on defense.
  The nominees for the Heart 
of a Champion Award are for 
the males: Kevin Mays (men’s 
basketball), Matt Williams 
(wrestling), Lovre Soric (men’s 
swimming) and David Metzgar.
  The female nominees are: 
Audrey Willoughby (women’s 
swimming), Tancy Aldridge 

(water polo), Sophie Flemion 
(volleyball) and Luiza Martins 
(volleyball).
  The male Heart of a Champi-
on Award winner will be David 
Metzgar. 
  Metzgar brought a leading 
presence to the team and had a 
batting average of .305.
  The female Heart of a Cham-
pion award winner will be 
Luiza Martins. Martins had led 
the WAC in assists with 922 
and averaged 10.48 assists per 
game. Martins was also named 
to the first team All-Conference 
in the 2015 season.
  For Newcomer of the Year, the 
nominees will be for females: 
Addi Walters (women’s Basket-
ball), Carol Grasso (volleyball), 
Chris Hipa (softball) and Ami-
nah Settles (women’s soccer. 
  The male nominees are: Owen 
van Krimpen (men’s swim-

ming), Dustin Frailey (base-
ball), Dedrick Basile (men’s 
basketball) and Isaiah Moten 
(baseball).
  Addi Walters will take the 
Newcomer of the Year award 
for the women as she aver-
aged 9.7 points per game and 
set the CSUB record for most 
three-pointers in a single game 
with nine. 
  Walters ended the game with a 
career high 33 points.
  The male Newcomer of the 
Year award will go to Dustin 
Frailey. Frailey finished second 
in the WAC for batting average 
(.376) for all players with at 
least 50 at bats. Frailey started 
all 52 games that he played in 
and led the WAC in on base 
percentage with a .479.
  For full coverage of the 
2016 ROWDYs awards, go to 
therunneronline.com

The Runner predicts ROWDYs winners

BASEBALL

ATHLETICS

Trevante Hammonds/The Runner
CSUB senior Chance Gusbeth hits a fly ball against Chicago State in a 14-3 win against the Cougars on May 14.

By Syleena Perez
Reporter

  CSU Bakersfield’s baseall 
season came to an end on Fri-
day, with a loss to New Mexico 
State in the Western Athletic 
Conference Baseball Tourna-
ment. 
  The sixth-seeded Roadrunners 
were battling for a bid into the 
NCAA Regionals but were 
unable to. 
  No. 2 seed NMSU defeated 
CSUB with a score of 11-6.
  New Mexico State was on the 
board early as they scored four 
runs in the first inning. 
  The Aggies junior and WAC 
MVP Daniel Johnson hit a 
single on the first pitch off 
Roadrunner’s freshman pitcher 
Andrew Hansen.
  CSUB freshman Dustin 
Frailey was able to steal a base 
in the game which gave him a 
school season record 22 stolen 
bases.
  NMSU junior Greg Popylisen 
was a homerun shy of the cycle 
as he went 3 of 5 and had two 

runs batted in for the Aggies.
  Games started on Wednesday 
for the Roadrunners where they 
lost to third seeded Utah Valley 
6-4. 
  Max Carter earned an eight 
inning complete game and got 
six strikeouts and only allowed 
two walks. 
 The Roadrunners had a chance 
to tie the game but were unable 
to get the runs in as they left 
two guys on base. 
  This loss put the Roadrunners 
in the losing bracket of the 
tournament.
  After the loss against Utah 
Valley, CSUB was set to play 
Northern Colorado (16-34) in 
an elimination game. 
  Thursday’s game against 
Northern Colorado helped 
CSUB advance to play New 
Mexico State as they beat the 
Bears 11-6. 
  Northern Colorado used seven 
pitchers which ended in a loss 
for UNC sophomore pitcher 
Justin Mulvaney.
  CSUB ended its 2016 season 
with a record of 19-37.

CSUB’s loss 
ends season
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