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A men, probablv unknown to most of us, but to whom all of the IMid-
shipmen owe there chance at an edusation ‘has gracefully paesed into
the annuals of time.

Mr., Walter Jos enh Peterson a leading floure in the founding of the
California Nautical School, better known as the California Maritime
Academy to us, passed away last month at the distinguished aze of 89.

No more than a year ago was the lest time he was to see the fruit
of his efforts. He visited the Academy lest September and was marveled
by the work being done, He was able to see his dream of en academy in
California, to train officers in the lerchant Marine become a reality.

It was this same man who in 1929 went to the state legislature and
convinced them to approprizte $25)7,000 to be matched by a similar sum
from the Federal Government making the founding of the California Nau-
tical School possible.

The plans for the school were drswn up by John Rolph of the Marine
Department of Stenderd 0il and here once agzain Mr, Peterson stepped
into the picture to play an important role,

He went to Weashington and sucecded in convinecing the Federal Gova
ernment as to the need of such an academy end pursuaded them to appro-
priate the necessary funds,

But this was not the end of his work His next job was to select a
vessel to facilitate practical training of the Midshipmen. TFor this
purpose he went to Virginia -wherc he located on the James River the
Academy's first training ship, the Golden State. She was originally a
low powered vessel, single screw, serving as a freighter on the Great
Lakcs and named the SS. Henry Countv This ship served the Academy un-
til 1946, when it was replaced by our present training ship the Golden
Bear, = (continued on next page)
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Among some of Mr, ~eterson's foundest memories were . the _.Gelden
State and her fine crew of Midshipmen, who under Cept, Emil Topp, &also
superintendent at that time, visited Washington D.C. where the Pre.
sident of the United States, Herbert Hoover,gave the ship and her crew
a grand reception., He was justly proud of the ends off . his work as
shown in the cccomplishments of the Academy.,

Seéing his goal here had been achieved and his work donc he left
the Academy to reside with his daughter-in-lew in _Qakland whede he
spent his retiring years.

Among his other positions worthy of note was his political career,
holding t ‘,qfflce of Chief of Police in Oskland,

P luwe—TTE st “and staff of the California Maritime Academy  join
together in a final salute to the one men to whom we all owe so much
and say "well done",
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