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A man, probe.bly unknown to most of us, but to whom all of the IJIid_ 

shipmen owe there ~hance at an eduoaiioi has grapefully passed into 
the annuals of time. 

Mr. Walter Josep!l .Peterson a leadinr:s figure in the founding of the 
California Nautic~l School, petter known as the California Maritime 
Academy to us, passed away last month at the distinguished age of 89. 

No more th13-n a year ago was the last time he was to see the fruit 
of his efforts. He visited the Acadmny le.st September and was marveled 
by the work being done. He was able to seE:.: his dream of un academy in 
California, to train officers in the l~):erchant Hari1l8 become a reality. 

It was this same man who in 1929 went to the state legislature and 
convinced them to appropriate :~25) ,000 to be matched by a shular su.m 
from the Federal Government making the fO 'unding 0.1' the CaliforDlia Nau_ 
tical School possible. 

r.I'he plans for the school were drawn up by John Rolph of the Marine 
Department of Standard Oil and her8 onC8 again ])l1r. Peterson stepped 
into the picture to play an important role. . 

He went to Washington and suceeded in convincinc .tho Federal 'Gov_ 
ernment as to the need of such an aC8.demy and pur.3uad.ed thE-im to appro­
priate the necessary funds. 

But this was not the end of his work. His next job was to select a 
vessel to facilitate practical training of the Midshipm(;n. For this 
purpose he went to Virginia ' whero he locatod on the Janes River the 
Academy's first training ship, the Golden St~te. She was originally a 
low power-ed vessel, SinglE:; screw, serving as a freighter on the Great 
Lakos and named the SSe Henry County. This ship served the Academy un_ 
til 1946, when it was replaced by our present training ship the Golden 
Bear. (continued on next page) 
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A1YJong some of Mr • .?eterson' s foundest memories were ·. the .Ool fl.en 

State and her fine crew of Midshipmen, who under Capt. Emil Topp, 6.1so 
superintondent at that time; visited Washington D.C. where the Pre_ 
sident of the United Stutes, Herbert HooveI' ,gave th .e .ship and her crew 
a grand reception. He was justly proud of the ends oIt _ his work as 
shown in the c.ccom:rlisl1m('nts of the .h.cedemy. 

Seeing his gonl herA had been achieved and his work dono he lett 
the Acndemy to reside with his daughter_in_law in _Oakland whe~e he 
spent his retiring years. 

Among his other positions worthy of note was his political career, 
holding t e

d 
~f'fice of Chief of Police in Oakland. 

pl"'--~ , ,;' ''"' and staff of the California Maritime Academy join 
together in a final salute to the one man to whom we all owe so much 
and say "well done". 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * '" ITOR'S CORNE: IN FU1"URE ISSUES OF 'UIE BINNACLE OU WILL BE ~D_ 
ING TICLES CONC lUNG: SPECIAL ·IREI'.1:ENTS TI'OR OBrrA NING A MAlC{INE 
REAC OR OPERf1.rr ORS ICENSE ISSUED . THE AEC; 11. ROUND T IP V:tl~ 'lEE 
BINNA: LE TO ALL STO rr:;:"lAT WE WILL M.I· E ON CRUISE; DIESE 0 ~i.ND 'l'HEIR 
FUTUR IN MAJOR JVJlER ;.,N FL.;I.G VESSELS; ~.1.ND OTHERS DESIGNE TO INFORM 
YOU l GIVE THE OUTSI RE..:J.DER i .. N IDKI. OF OUIt IN'I'EREST.3. 

1ihe INNj~CLE urges a Midshipman wi th a 
or perso al gripe over s h·matters that c be handled throu 
proper ch nnels of student council , Command t of Midshipmen , 
.ldvisors I r through Upper'c1..assmen and lIflidshi men of'ficers, to lee 
said amosit'es or personal g~~es to these peo Ie and get them se tIed. 

I WISH T~~~-:IANK .. ·~LL VVRO K~ 'CONTRIBlFl'ED TO T ; 
PUBLICHTION ~'HIS ISSUE. THE~'.aFF · .i1ND I EXTEN OUR SPECI.l.L 'IHJl.NI 
TO CMDR. KEE AND Cl~LL IL"LL -"EWRITER SUPJ?LY n Vil.LLEJO FOR PROV p_ 
ING U3 1NITH J. I MEOGRJI..?H MaCHINE. 

See you next i sue... (iJ~r r: 
2 BINN":1CLE 


