Preprofessional Preparalion

Preprofessional Preparation

Preprofessional programs are available for students who plan
to wanster to other institutions for the completion of
professicnal curricula in such fields as law, medicine,
velerinary medicine, pharmacy, denlistry, optomelry, foresiry,
theology, librartanship, chiropractic, and ostecpathic and
podiatric medicine. Cerlain of these programs are described
below. Students planning to complete a preprofessional
program and degree at CSU, Fresno must complete a major
offered at this university. They should include their
preprofessional area plus their university major on alf
registration forms; for example, premedical-chemistry,
premedical-biclogy, prelaw-history, prelaw-politicat sciance.
There are no preprofessional majors per se. instead,
preprofessional studenis work toward various university
degrees and while doing so, knit into their college programs
courses required for entry into professional school. Careful
program planning is important in order 1o select proper
classes and complete requirements in a timely way. Regular
advising is essential since professional schools change their
requirements occasionatly, Preprofessional students should
contact their respective major and preprofessional advisors
before enrolling in classes each semester 1o stay abreas! of
curreni developments.

A current list of CSU, Fresno preprofessional advisers is
available in the Office of Advising and Orieniation.

Premedical. A student interested in preparing for medical
school shouid declare his or her intent at the time he or she
appiies for admission to CSU, Fresno. To do this, it is
necessary that the student use a term such as
premedical-sociology, premedical-zoology,
premedical-chemistey or premedical-general on all application,
adrmittance and registration papers. In case
premedical-general is chosen, a specific subject major should
be selected as soon as possible and not later than the
sophomore year from the list of approved CSU, Fresno majors
in the catalog.

Requirements for admission to medical school vary
considerably from one medical school lo another and change
from #me to time, but a weli-balanced liberal education is
usually specified. Some aplitude and universily training in
science and English are essenatial in medicine. The minimum
requirements in these subjects specified by most medical
schools can be satisfied by specific courses in biology,
chemistry, physics, and English. Also calculus is required by
some medical schools. Because of competition for admission
to medical schools, a grade average of above 3.5 grade
points is highly desirable. The Medical College Apilude Test
{MCAT) is reqguired before a student can be accepted into
medical school. It is recommended that the MCAT be taken
and application for medicai school be made at the end of lhe
Junior year,

Freshman, transfer, and all other students who are entering
the program are advised 1o altend the premedical student
origntation meeling scheduled prior 1o registration. (See
Advising and Orientation—COrientation.) Each student will be
assigned to a member of the premedical advisory commiltee
who will assist him or her in planning a program of courses
and will advise him or her concerning preparatory procedures
for application to medical school.
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The Premedical Advisory Committee will mail to any interesied
student a baoklet that covers the operation of the CS5U,
Fresno premedical program, courses required and medical
school admissions procedures. Write to: Premedical Advisory
Commitlee, California State Universily, Fresno, Fresno,

CA 93740,

Predental. The minimum training for dentislry is & six-year
course—ihe first two years (predental training) in a libera
arts college and the remaining four years {dental training) at
a school of dentistry.

The minimum predenial program required by accredited dental
schools is one year each of English, inorganic chemistry,
physics, and zoology; one semester of organic chemistry; and
additional courses (usually elective in general education, but
specified by some dental schools) for a iotal of 60 units. Each
science course must include laboratory. The present trend
among dental schools is to require mare than two years of
predental training including a broad liberal arts background.
Since 1971, three years of predental ¥aining have been
required by the University of California, San Francisco, and
some other dental schools. Additional organic chemistry,
quantilative chemical analysis, elementary physical chemistry,
other zoology courses, and in some cases a foreign language
and psychology are recommended or required. Several
schools require a bachelor's degree for entrance. The






