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SABBATICAL REPORT FOR FALL 2023 

Dr. Ahran Koo, PhD & MFA 

Associate Professor of Art Education 

Department of Art, Design, and Art History 

Project Background 

As an Associate Professor of Art Education, I proposed a semester-long sabbatical for Fall 2023 

to develop and finalize three projects that would expand the art education curriculum and 

advance teaching methods. The primary objectives were to: 

1. Develop a draft of a comprehensive book on contemporary Asian art and culture for K-16 art 

educators. 

2. Submit a manuscript based on a funded research study in art education, which was funded by 

the National Art Education Foundation (NAEF). 

3. Establish and sustain a research project on technology utilization in art education. 

 

Project Progress & Completion 

1. Project 1 – Book Project: Completed the final draft of the book, “Contemporary Asian Art and 

Popular Culture,” which offers a holistic and thematic approach to contemporary Asian art and 

culture, and submitted it to Davis Publication, one of the major art education publishers. The 

book addresses the lack of comprehensive and inclusive curricular and pedagogical resources. 

The expected publication date is Spring 2026. 

2. Project 2 – NAEF Research Study: Completed data collection and analysis for the funded 

research study and conducted interviews with contemporary artists. The manuscript was 

submitted to and accepted by Art Education, a major peer-reviewed journal in the field. The 

expected publication date is Fall 2025. 

3. Project 3 – AI Research Project: Established a research project on technology utilization in art 

education by setting up workshops, lectures, and an interview timeline. The research focuses on 

the role of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in art education and its implications for K-16 art educators. 

4. Additional Outcomes and Scholarships (not included in the original proposal): I produced one 

additional book, 10 publications, and 10 presentations. Total of 2 Books, 11 Publications, & 10 

Presentations 
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Outcomes (2 Books, 11 Publications, & 10 Presentations) 

1. 2 co-authored books (published and/or finalized): 

Ryu, J., Koo, A., Kim, S., Kim, H., Son, J., Shin, S., Ahn, J., Lee, S., Lee, E., Lee, J., Chang, Y., & 

Chung, O. (2024). Future Education Art Education. Kyoyookgwahaksa.  

   

Shin, R., Lim, M., Lee, O., Bae, J. Chang, E., Song, B., Koo, A., Kwon, H., Park, H., & Lee, S. (in 

press). Contemporary Asian Art and Popular Culture. Davis Publication. 
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2. 11 Publications (published and/or finalized): 

Koo, A. & Song, B. (2024). Belonging Together Through Art: Reconstructing Connections by 

Deconstructing Stories. Multicultural Perspectives, 26(1). pp. 62–74. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/15210960.2024.2350073 

   

Koo, A. (2024). Inside and Outside: Navigating through Cultural Transition and Identity 

Hybridity. Learning Through Art: The Intersectionality of Critical Identities in Art Education. 

InSEA publication. pp. 23–38.  

       

https://doi.org/10.1080/15210960.2024.2350073
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Koo, A., Lim, K., & Song, B. (2024). Belonging Pedagogy: Revisiting Identity, Culture, and 

Difference. Studies in Art Education, 65(1), pp. 63–80.  

 

Koo, A. (2024). Digital Narrative as Social Practice. Future Education Art Education: Digital 

Online Media Vlog. Kyoyookgwahaksa. pp. 141–161. 
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Koo, A. (2023). Trends in the Use of Digital Technology and Artificial Intelligence in the Field of 

Culture & Arts Education in the USA. International Arts and Culture Education 2023(2), pp. 

14–19.  

  

Koo, A. (2023). AI or not AI: The Perspectives of Artificial Intelligence from Contemporary 

Artists and its Implications in Art Education. 2023 Korean Society for Education Through Art 

International Conference Proceedings. Korean Society for Education through Art. pp. 18–30.  

  

Shin, R., Lim, M., Koo, A., Hsieh, K., Gu, M., & Bae, J. (2024). A Critical Discourse on Asian 

American Stereotypes and Pedagogical Strategies against Anti-Asian Racism. Journal of 

Social Theory in Art Education, 43. The Journal of Social Theory in Art Education, 43. pp. 

17–32.  
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Shin, R., Lee, O., Koo, A., & Hsieh, K., Gu, M. (2023). Art and Visual Intervention Strategies to 

Resist Racism and Racial Stereotypes. Journal of Cultural Research in Art Education, 

40(1). National Art Education Association. pp. 171–188.  

  



KOO 7 

 

 

 

Koo, A. & Song, B. (in press). Exploring Privacy, Data Painting, and Hidden Biases: Lessons from 

Contemporary Artists for AI Use in Art Education. Art Education 78(2). 

 

Chang, E., Shin, R., & Koo, A. (in press). Leveraging the Power of Arts for Students’ Mental 

Health and its Needs. Restorative Practices in Education Through Art. Davis publication. 

   

Kwon, H. & Koo, A. (in press). Happily Even After: Tales of Korean Immigrant Motherscholars. 

Transformative Motherscholarship in Art: Public Pedagogies of Childhood. Bloomsbury. 
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3. 10 Presentations (Keynote, invited, and peer reviewed presentations at the international, 

national, and state level conferences and symposia) 

Keynote Speaker, 2023 Korean Society for Education through Art (KoSEA), International 

Conference, South Korea and Virtual 

 AI or not AI: The Perspectives of Artificial Intelligence from Contemporary Artists and 

Its Implications in Art Education  

 

  

Art Education Research Institute Symposium (AERI), Tucson, AZ, USA 

 Belonging Pedagogy: Revisiting Identity, Culture, and Difference 

 Exploring AI through Contemporary Art: Implications for Art Education Practices 

 BANG 

 Thriving through Depression and Anxiety: Power of Art Therapy for Students’ Mental 

Health 

 

  

Digitally Engaged Learning (DEL) Conference, International Conference, London, UK & 

Virtual 

 AI Use in Contemporary Artists’ Practices: Implications for Art Education 
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37th World Congress of the International Society for Education Through Art (InSEA), 

International Conference, Canakkale, Turkey & Virtual   

 Social Emotional Learning Practices in Art Education 

 Power of Art Therapy for College Students’ Mental Health and Self-Care  

 Voices and Practices of Female Asian American Artists in Time of Crisis (accepted) 

 Historical and Cultural Refugees: Stories and Perspectives of South Vietnamese 

Contemporary Artists (accepted) 

 

   

Key Impact and Contributions 

This sabbatical has been instrumental in advancing my research and teaching practice, and 

contributing to the field of art education. The outcomes of this sabbatical have been significant 

and impactful, and I am confident that they will make a valuable addition to my portfolio for my 

next promotion application in Fall 2025. The sabbatical has also brought recognition to Fresno 

State as a strong advocate for equity, diversity, and inclusion, and as a hub for cutting-edge 

research in art education. Here are some highlights:  

1. Created opportunities for collaborative programming and off-campus partnerships through 

research and the dissemination of research, including a multi-institutional research project 

funded by the National Art Education Foundation. 
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2. Revised and solidified my teaching practice through the development of books and 

manuscripts for art education courses (ART 179, ART 109T, and CI 161). 

3. Received the highly esteemed honor of being named the 2024 National Art Education 

Association's Pacific Region Higher Education Art Educator Award. 

https://fresnostatecah.com/2024/04/11/dr-ahran-koo-named-2024-pacific-region-higher-

education-art-educator/ 

  

https://fresnostatecah.com/2024/04/11/dr-ahran-koo-named-2024-pacific-region-higher-education-art-educator/
https://fresnostatecah.com/2024/04/11/dr-ahran-koo-named-2024-pacific-region-higher-education-art-educator/
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4. Developed a new course, "ART 109T: Engaging with Asian Contemporary Art and Culture," 

which incorporated the Asian book and related research study as core readings. This course 

addressed the needs of minority students and faculty by utilizing culturally responsive 

pedagogies. 
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5. Provided students with professional development opportunities, including presenting papers 

with me and attending international and national conferences. 

  

6. Developed a future research agenda and organized 10 workshops and lectures for students and 

community members, collaborating with multiple institutions, centers, and colleges, including 

IDEAS and the College of Sciences and Mathematics. 

https://www.fresnobee.com/news/local/education-lab/article285112132.html 

 

https://www.fresnobee.com/news/local/education-lab/article285112132.html
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https://fresnostatecah.com/2024/01/10/ai-takes-center-

stage-in-art-education-lecture-series/ 

https://www.fresnostatecsm.com/ai-lecture-series/ 

https://fresnostatecah.com/2024/02/28/ai-or-not-ai-

lecture-series-features-top-digital-artists-and-thinkers/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://fresnostatecah.com/2024/01/10/ai-takes-center-stage-in-art-education-lecture-series/
https://fresnostatecah.com/2024/01/10/ai-takes-center-stage-in-art-education-lecture-series/
https://www.fresnostatecsm.com/ai-lecture-series/
https://fresnostatecah.com/2024/02/28/ai-or-not-ai-lecture-series-features-top-digital-artists-and-thinkers/
https://fresnostatecah.com/2024/02/28/ai-or-not-ai-lecture-series-features-top-digital-artists-and-thinkers/
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7. Developed research and conference presentation proposals for six international, national, and 

state conferences, and was accepted to present at additional national and international 

conferences, including the 2024 National Art Education Association (NAEA) Conference and 

the 2024 American Educational Research Association (AERA) Conference. 

(1) 5 Peer-Reviewed Presentations (2 international & 3 national) 

29th International Symposium on Electronic Art (ISEA), Meanjin (Brisbane), Australia & 

Virtual 

 AI or not AI: The Perspectives of Artificial Intelligence from Contemporary Artists in the 

U.S. 

 AI and Art Pedagogy 

American Educational Research Association (AERA), Philadelphia, PA, USA 

 Symbiosis? Uncertainties and Possibilities of Artificial Intelligence in K-16 Art 

Education 

National Art Education Association (NAEA) Research Preconvention, Minneapolis, MN, 

USA 

 AI or not AI: Pedagogical Implications from the Insights of Contemporary Artists and 

Scholars 

Global Digital Humanities Symposium, East Lansing, MI, USA & Virtual 

 AI in Visual Art Education: Inspirations from Contemporary Artists 

 

(2) 1 Invited Lecture and Presentation 

Invited Speaker, Art Education at The University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ, USA 

 AI Use in Contemporary Artists’ Practices: Implications for Art Education 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, I am pleased to report that my sabbatical in Fall 2023 was highly productive and 

yielded significant accomplishments. I made substantial progress on all three proposed projects, 

exceeding initial expectations by achieving additional outcomes and securing prestigious awards. 

I would like to express my sincere appreciation for the support I received, which enabled me to 

capitalize on this opportunity. As I return to my academic duties, I look forward to continuing to 

make meaningful contributions to the Fresno State community, the Central Valley, and the 

broader field of art education, ultimately enhancing the academic and cultural landscape of our 

region. 



SABBATICAL PROPOSAL FOR FALL 2023 

Dr. Ahran Koo, PhD & MFA 

Associate Professor of Art Education 

Department of Art, Design, and Art History 

September 25, 2022 

Section I: The Proposal 

Reason for Leave: I am requesting a semester-long sabbatical for Fall 2023 to develop and 

finalize three projects that will expand art education curriculum and advance teaching methods. 

The projects are part of my future promotion application anticipated to submit in Fall 2026, and 

comprised of: 1) a book project, 2) funded research study, and 3) a new research project. First, I 

am currently writing a first draft of a comprehensive book on contemporary Asian art and culture 

for K-16 art educators. Secondly, I am conducting a research study about culturally responsive 

pedagogy in art education, funded by National Art Education Foundation (NAEF). Thirdly, I 

have explored technology utilizations/integrations in art education and am currently working on 

grant applications about this topic. 

Throughout my academic career at Fresno State, I have examined diverse topics that can 

expand our students’ understanding of art and education, ranging from identities, communities, 

cultures, social aspects, and technologies in art education with the contexts of multiculturalism 

and globalization. As an immigrant from Asia and a faculty member in a minority serving 

institution (HSI & AANAPISI), transferring my assets with various cultural exposures to 

professional practices and services for our students is fundamental for their development and 

understanding of our society. Therefore, I am actively working on those three projects and the 

sabbatical leave will enable me to achieve the goals to further contribute to our institution and 

serve our students. 

Goals and Objectives: First, by the end of my sabbatical leave, it is my goal to have completed 

a final draft of the book project, “Engaging with Contemporary Asian Art and Culture,” which 

will lead to a greater command of Asian art and culture while offering a prime curricular 

resource to understand and teach Asian art and culture in the K-16 art classroom. Considering the 

lack of comprehensive and inclusive curricular and pedagogical resources to approach Asian art 

and culture, this book is intended to provide pre-service and in-service art educators with a 



holistic and thematic approach to contemporary Asian art and culture. This book is also an effort 

to answer the concerns and questions addressed by art teachers who seek to engage in Asian art 

without reinforcing cultural stereotypes and appropriating diverse and rich Asian ethnic and 

cultural traditions. As I have developed expertise in the field as I have published multiple peer-

reviewed articles and book chapters related to this topic in prominent journals and publishers 

(Koo, 2015a & 2015b, 2018, 2019, 2021, 2022b, 2023 & in press; Shin et al., 2022), this book 

will contain state of the art knowledge and will help art educators in schools and museums 

develop culturally responsive pedagogy for teaching Asian art and culture by offering the critical 

perspectives and strategies against cultural appropriation or essentialization of Asian art and 

culture. The book addresses some of the most significant themes and issues in understanding 

Asian art and culture as follows: 

• Chapter 1 Introduction: Asianness, Asian Identity, and Asian Art 

• Chapter 2 Themes of Diasporic Contemporary Asian Art & Artists 

• Chapter 3 Asian Popular Culture and Communities in the U. S. 

• Chapter 4 Culturally Responsive Teaching Asian Art and Culture 

• Chapter 5 Anti-Asian Racism and Social Justice in Art Education 

• Chapter 6: Pedagogical Resources: Lesson Activities 

 

Each chapter will offer an excellent resource for art teachers and community art educators who 

are interested in engaging their students or visitors with culturally responsive pedagogy (Au, 

2009; Gay, 2018). Also, museum educators can use this book as a guidebook to create their 

education programs for tours, workshops, and community-engagement projects. In sum, the book 

will be an ideal resource for teaching contemporary Asian art and culture from theory to practice, 

satisfying the needs and requests of art educators who are interested in Asian art and culture 

beyond Euro-centric and dominant pedagogy (Tuck & Gaztambide-Fernández, 2013).   

Secondly, by the end of the leave, I plan to complete a manuscript, resulting from the 

research project funded by NAEF (July 2022 – June 2023). In conjunction with the first book 

project, this research is rooted in culturally responsive/sustaining pedagogy centering on 

students’ cultural differences and assets in various social contexts (Gay, 2018; Ladson-Billings, 

1995; Paris et al., 2017). With the changing landscape of education due to ongoing xenophobia 



and related discrimination, art education field has recognized that one of the most imminent tasks 

is preparing students to be enlightened citizens and creative cultural producers in a global 

community. Accordingly, National Art Education Association (NAEA), the world’s largest 

professional art education association in which I am part of, established the core values and 

visions of equity, diversity, and inclusion (ED&I) through the lens of cultural diversity and social 

justice (Anderson et al., 2010; Dewhurst, 2014; Song, 2022) and culturally responsive pedagogy 

(Gay, 2018; Ladson-Billings, 1995; Manifold et al., 2016). I have been published and presented 

related studies at international and national conferences including the prestigious International 

Society for Education through Art (InSEA), an official partner of UNESCO; American 

Educational Research Association (AERA), the nation’s principal research association in 

Education; and NAEA. Also, I have eight upcoming presentations related to this study this 

academic year at international and national conferences. By investigating the disparity and lack 

of understanding of minority communities from racial, ethnic, cultural, and social contexts, this 

research study and manuscript will expand and contribute to existing research and practices in art 

education (Acuff et al., 2016; Ballengee-Morris et al., 2012; Lai, 2012; Powell, 2012).  

Lastly, I plan to establish and sustain another research project focusing on technology 

utilization in art education. During the sabbatical period, I plan to set the foundation for this 

research project by obtaining grant(s) and gathering interview data from contemporary artists 

around the world who utilize technology as a tool of their artistic practice. This project is based 

on my recent publications related to technology integration and paradigm shift in art education 

(Koo, 2021, 2022a; Song & Koo, in press). With the recent interesting piece of news about a 

man winning an art competition at the Colorado State Fair with an artwork that was generated by 

Artificial Intelligence, many scholars argue that we should be ready for the paradigm shift in art 

education and beyond (Kan, 2022; Song & Koo, in press). The new exploration of the role of 

technologies in art education can push the boundaries of artistic practices in K-16 classroom 

settings while challenging our traditional notion of art and education. Currently, I am working on 

grant applications for this project with two art educators from other national institutions and have 

worked on a pilot study about three artists (group) who utilize technologies as their assets for 

intuitive processes, artistic curiosity, and critical thinking. I plan to set the solid foundation of 

this research during the sabbatical leave. 



Procedures and Timeline: I anticipate completing the initial draft of the book project by May 

2023. During the summer 2023 and at the beginning of the sabbatical period, I will revisit the 

first draft and complete the final draft by September 2023, with anticipated publication date of 

January 2024. The second project data collection will be completed by June 2023, so I plan on 

analyzing the data during the summer 2023. During the proposed sabbatical period, I will write a 

manuscript based on the project with the anticipated submission deadline of November 2023. At 

the same time, I will apply for research grants for my third project and travel to other countries to 

conduct artist interviews. I have already contacted three artists for permission. Also, I will attend 

international conferences focusing on technologies in art and education including 2023 Inter-

Society for the Electronic Arts in France and 2023 KRIGA International symposium in South 

Korea and visit the artists’ studios/facilities/institutions during the sabbatical period. The general 

timeline/schedule of the sabbatical is as follows: 

• By September 2023: Project #1 – Completion of book final draft (anticipated to be 

published Spring 2024)  

• By November 2023: Project #2 – Completion of a peer-reviewed journal manuscript 

(anticipated to be published Spring 2026) 

• By December 2024: Project #3 – Research foundation setup with initial interview data 

(manuscript(s) anticipated to be submitted by Fall 2024 with acceptance timeline by 

Spring 2026) 

 

Those three projects will be the main body of my professional growth and scholarship that will 

be highlighted in the next promotion application in Fall 2026 while contributing to our students, 

department, college, and university through teaching, research, and services throughout the 

upcoming years. 

 

Section II: Benefits to the Faculty Member 

The completion of the three projects through a one semester sabbatical will benefit me 

significantly as a faculty member in several ways. First, this sabbatical will allow me to fully 

focus on my research endeavor and agenda I have developed before I arrived at Fresno State. I 

have presented those topics and related projects in dozens of international and national 



conferences, even as a keynote speaker, but due to my responsibilities at Fresno State, I never 

had the time to fully develop and finalize that research. This sabbatical will grant me the 

opportunity to produce strong academic scholarship that I have been speaking about for the past 

ten years. 

The projects will greatly support my teaching. In terms of curriculum and course 

development, the research I have conducted upon arrival at Fresno State has greatly expand my 

understandings and pedagogical approaches of art education in a new cultural, societal, and 

geological context, especially related to the student populations of Latinx and Southeastern 

Asian. The sabbatical leave will solidify those understandings by writing a book and 

manuscript(s) and further improve my teaching as the book and manuscript(s) will support my 

classes as textbook/required reading(s) in my three courses: ART 179, ART109T, and CI 161 

which will be further described in the next section. One of the biggest challenges in teaching art 

education courses has been the lack of resources that are situated at the intersection of 

contemporary art, culture, social paradigm shift, and technology. My three projects will fill that 

gap while contributing to the field of art education. 

 

Section III: Benefits to the University 

The three projects will benefit the university in many ways. First, as mentioned in the 

previous section, as a HSI & AANAPISI institution, our university serves most of the student 

body who is racial, ethnic, social, and/or economic minority largely from Hispanic and Asian 

backgrounds. Centering culturally responsive pedagogies and appropriate texts as a core of the 

teaching, research, and service will greatly benefit our students and university, since the existing 

art education texts are based on Eurocentric scholarships. In my previous years at Fresno State, I 

have been utilizing readings from many separate books and papers written by scholars from 

majority backgrounds who have limited understanding of the complexities of minority 

populations. The outcomes of this sabbatical leave will suffice the needs for my courses 

including ART 179, ART109T, and CI 161. Furthermore, the transferring process of knowledge 

into a physical book, manuscript(s), and future research will bring recognition to Fresno State as 

a strong advocate for equity, diversity, and inclusion, and innovative research on an international 

scale. Lastly but not least, in continuation of my previous efforts, I aspire to create more off-



campus relationships through my research and the dissemination of my research in order to 

connect Fresno State to other institutions and to hopefully create opportunities for collaborative 

programming that will benefit our students and broader campus communities. 

 

Section IV: Previous Leaves 

I have not received any previous leaves. 
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