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W o r d s ,  p i c t u r e s  P e t e  T r u d g e o n

i n s i d e  b a c k c o v e r  M i k e  O r t i z

" T h o s e   w h o  w a n t s la v e r y  s h o u ld  h a v e  

t h e  g r a c e  t o  n a m e  i t  b y  i t ' s  p r o p e r  

n a m e . T h e y  m u s t fa c e  th e  fu ll m e a n in g  

o f  t h a t  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  a d v o c a t i n g  o r  

c o n d o n in g :  th e  fu ll,  e x a c t,  s p e c if ic  

m e a n in g  o f c o l le c t iv is m ,  o f  i t 's  lo g ic a l  

im p lic a tio n s , o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  u p o n  

w h ic h  i t  i s  b a s e d ,  a n d  o f  th e  u l t im a te  

c o n s e q u e n c e s  t o  w h i c h  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  w i l l  l e a d .  

T h e y  m u s t  f a c e  i t ,  t h e n  d e c id e  w h e t h e r  

t h i s  i s  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t  o r  n o t . "  -  A y n  R a n d



I N T R O D U C I N G

MR. JOHN DOE MR.ROBERT S.HUNT

Well what? Because Burning's death isn't the 
point, it's the ritual of having Anderson 
do it. If it was simply a matter of wanting 

him dead they'd just make a phone call, say a 
word and he'd O.D. Besides, we can't have 
The Realm finding out why we're really here. 
You always want to run in and shoot first. 

Forget him, whatever was done to him 
began long ago, probably prenatal.

Y e s .

Well? Well, why don't we 86 Burning 
ourselves and maybe help this kid.

I  l i k e  s h o o t i n g  t h i n g s .  
F i g u r e  B u r n i n g  
b e i n g  a  F a u s t i a n ,  
s o  w h a t a b o u t 

Anderson?

Y o u  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  
t h e y ' r e  t h a t  a d v a n c e d ?

F u c k .



P r o g r e s s  r e p o r t  M r .  R e m i c
H e  m a d e  c o n ta c t ,  c o n d u c te d  th e  in te r v ie w  b u t  

it did not y ield  an y th in g  o f im p o rtan ce .

A s  w e  p r e d ic te d ,  in s tr u c t  h im  to  p u r s u e  

M r. W h e e le r  a n d  to  u s e  a  m o r e  d i r e c t  

fo rm  o f  in te rro g a tio n . 



E x cu se  m e, M r. W h eeler.

M r .  P o e ,  w h a t  a  s u r p r i s e ,  

h o w  d id  y o u r  i n t e r v i e w  

w i t h  T a s h a  g o ?

J u st g rea t b u t a  little , h o w  

d o  I  s a y ... i n c o m p l e t e .  

I  w a s  h o p i n g  y o u  c o u l d  

full in  som e gaps for m e.

T h a t ' s  m y  T a s h a  f o r  

y o u .  O f  c o u r s e  I ' d  b e  

h a p p y  t o  a s s i s t  y o u ,  

m y office  is  o n ly  a  f e w  

blocks aw ay w e can co d u ct 

o u r  b u s in e s s  th e r e .



Sounds great, let's go. I  d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  
R i c h a r d ,  w h a t 's  s o  

im portant and w hy are w e 
sneaking around like this?

'Cause he doesn't want anyone to know 
where he is, you should see him, he's 

become more and more paranoid.

If this has something to do with Sam...

He didn't say what it was about, just that 
it was very important he speak with you.

Who's there?

It's  R ichard , I 've  go t 
Tasha with me. 

I know this isn't a social 
visit, so let's cut to the chase. 

Fine. I was at last night's 
show, you were talking to some 
guy, who was he?

Is that what this is about?
Just answer me!
Don't use that one 

with me Sid, it doesn't 
impress or frighten me. He 
was a reporter, just there 
to interview me. 

I caught him staring at me, it 
was strange. Did he ask you 
about me, our relationship?

Just general things, 
ancient history really. 
Look Sid, Richard told 
me about this idea you 
have, somebody trying to 
kill you. 

Don't you understand, I'm dangerous to 
them, they need me dead. Who is they?

They don't have a name. Look, when 
countries experience a coup who's the 
first to go, the intellectuals, the press 
and the artists. 

And naturally you assume yourself to be important 
enough that someone would consider 
you a threat. Sid, you're no more 
dangerous than the common cold. 

Fuck you, you....

No, fuck you Sid. Talent is a precious seed 
that needs to be nurtured. You had a chance 
to be someone with real accomplishments, 
but you pissed it away. You were smug 
enough to believe you could make it 
on ego and trickery. 

Success, would it have 
made me happy?

Maybe if you were honest with 
yourself you'd be able to answer 
that, I can 't. 



S i d  i f  I  s u p p o r t  y o u r  p a r a n o i a  I 'd  b e  

ly in g . L o o k  a t  y o u ,  a f r a id  o f  y o u r  o w n  

s h a d o w .  B u t  d o n 't  w o r r y ,  I  w o n ' t  t e l l  
a n y o n e  w h e r e  y o u  a r e .  

W ant m e to  get her back?



Hello M r. W heeler.

John, what the hell is going on? I h a v e  a  co n fessio n  to  m ak e , 

I don't w ork for a m agazine. 

W h a t 's  th i s  a b o u t ?

I  w a n t  t o  k n o w  

where S id  B u rn in g  

is, I b e l i e v e  y o u  

w i l l  t e l l  m e .  



B u t . . .
M r .  W h e e l e r  t h i s  i s  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  y o u r  s i t u a t i o n ,  I  

h a v e  c o m p le te  c o n tro l  o f  th is  e n v ir o n m e n t .  I  w i l l  a s k  y o u  

s o m e  q u e s tio n s ,  i f  I  f in d  y o u r  r e s p o n s e s  u n s a t is f a c to r y  I  

w i l l  in f l ic t  u p o n  y o u  a  c e r ta in  a m o u n t  o f  d is c o m f o r t .  I t  

w ill i n c r e a s e  i f  y o u  p e r s i s t  i n  b e i n g  u n c o o p e r a t i v e .  

N o w , w h e re  is  S id  B u rn in g ?  

I'v e  to ld  y o u , I d o n 't k n o w , 
nobody d o e s  a n d  if  th e y  

do they're not te llin g  m e . 

M r .  W h e e le r ,  i t  i s  t r u e ly  

a m a z in g  t h e  d a m a g e  I  

c a n  d o  w i th  a  s i m p l e  
r u s t y  s t e a k  k n i f e .  

Y o u  a r e n ' t  e v e n  l i s . . .

M r .  W h e e l e r ,  I  j u s t  c a n n o t  a c c e p t  

y o u r  s t a e m e n t  a s  b e i n g  t r u e .  Y o u ' r e  

a  g r e e d y  m a n ,  t h a t  i s  y o u r  n a t u r e .  

S i d  B u r n i n g  h a s  

m a d e  m o n e y  f o r  y o u ,  

h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  

m a k e  e v e n  m o re  th ru  

Ms. N ik o 's  la w s u it .  

Y o u  w o u ld  h a v e  m e  
believe that you've 

j u s t  l o s t  t r a c k  o f  h i m .  

Y o u ' r e  r i g h t ,  m o n e y  

i s  a l l  I  c a r e  a b o u t ,  
n o t  T a s h a  o r  a r t ,  i t ' s  

all  a  l o t  o f  s h i t  t o  

m e .  I  d i d n ' t  l o s e  

t r a c k  o f  S i d ,  h e  

plain  d isappeared. 

W h y  d o n 't  y o u  

a sk  R ich a rd  K e a n  

o r  T a s h a ,  I  k n o w  

w h a t y o u  k n o w .  

P e r h a p s  I  w i l l .  



W h a t ' s  t h e  m a t t e r . . . w ith  you?

. . . o f  c o u r s e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  t h e  t a r g e t  

i s  o f  n o  i m p o r t a n c e .  B u t  t h e  p o i n t  i s  t o  

d e m o n s tr a te  h is  in v e s t ig a t iv e  a b il i t ie s ,  w h e th e r  

o r  n o t  B u r n i n g  i s  f o u n d  i s  i m m a t e r i a l .  



N a t u r a l l y ,  i f  h e  f o u n d  B u r n i n g  w e ' d  

b e  m o r e  t h a n  s a t i s f i e d ,  b u t  a s  I  

sta ted  it's  n o t th e  u ltim ate  g o al. 

H e  ap p ears p erso n ab le , it's  in  co m p lete  
contrast to h is p rev io u s id en tity . D r. 
B a to r  h a s  b e e n  in v o lv e d  s in c e  th e  
beginning, he realizes the im portance 
of th e  p r o c e d u r e  a n d  i s  a w a r e  o f  
all the possible results. 

We are currently awaiting a progress report from the 

subject. 

H e  w i l l  t h e n  b e  g i v e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  

on how to pro ceed .

I t  i s  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  
n o t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  



I'd say our little m onkey wrenching operation 

is g o in g  w e ll, s o m e  n u m b e r h e  p u lle d  o n  

Wheeler.

I t ' s  t r u e l y  a m a z i n g  t h e  

d a m a g e  y o u  c a n  d o  w i t h  a  

s im p le , ru s ty  s te a k  k n ife .  

S o ,  h o w  w a s  y o u r  c h a t  w i t h  t h e  

blood shot g an g , they  gonna w ork  for 

us?

I  d o u b t  t h e  w o r l d  w i l l  m o u r n  

o n e  l e s s  t h e a t r i c a l  a g e n t .  

Y o u ' r e  

n o t  f u n n y .

T h e y  d o n ' t  w o r k  f o r  a n y o n e ,  

b u t  y e s  t h e y ' v e  c o n s e n t e d  t o  

h e l p  u s .  N o t  t h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e  

i t ' l l  d o  a n y  g o o d ,  n o r  d o  I .   

Seems Mr. Wheeler had a heart condition I was unaware 

of, as it stands I

d i d  n o t  g l e a m  a n y  u s e f u l  

in fo rm a tio n , I  d e c i d e d  to  p r o c e e d  

t o  B u r k e  a n d  H a r e ' s  d r u g  l a b .

V e r y  g o o d  M r .  A n d e r s o n ,  

I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  y o u r  r e p o r t .  

B u r k e ,  i t ' s  H a r e  a r e  

you lis te n in g ?  B u rk e !?



I 'v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  
c o n t a c t  y o u ,  o u r  g u e s t  

has a rr iv e d . I  se e , d o e s  
h e  k n o w  h i s  w a y  i n ?

I 'v e  s e t  u p  a n  e a s y , b u t 
n o t to o  o b v io u s  lo c k ,  
w e ' l l  k n o w  e x a c t l y  
w h e re  h e 'l l  b e  e v e r y  
m om ent, so  get yourself 
to g e th e r  a n d  m e e t  m e  

in  secu rity . V e r y  W e l l .

And quiet him down 
before he wakes up the 
entire neighborhood. 

Certainly.

There, that's much better. 



Burke!
Humph!

Excuse me?



Well? There looks like he's still 
on the other side of the building. 

He's a careful one. 

Good, it's his instruction, it'll 
buy us some time. By the way 
just what is he expecting?

Drug dealers, we're supposed 
to be Sid Burning's connection.

I see, they've done quite a job on the guy.

Believes whatever he's told. So 
how do we want to go about 
this, I've got a path laid out, 
he can't go anywhere we don't 
want h im  to . 

Let's intercept here, we can use a decoy 
to distract him, then we pounce.



It's a toy. 

He's waking up. Then put him out again.



T h a t ' s  i t ,  I  t h i n k  
w e ' v e  l o s t  h i m .

E x a c t l y ,  u n l e s s  T h e  B r o t h e r h o o d  

can turn him back he's a  goner. 

Y o u  m e a n  s o m e o n e ' s  m o n k e y  

wrenched our m onkey w renching?

T h e n  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y . . .

H o l d  o n  a  s e c .  Y o u ,  m o v e  o n  

o r  I ' l l  s h o o t  y o u  i n  t h e  f a c e !



L e t 's  g o  to  w o r k .

E n d  o f  P a r t  4
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