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;~ Ihrig Thanks BQck·ers 
~~ Of eMil Continuance 
10 Comma. Russell M. Ihrig, USN, had a decisive effect in backing 

Ret., superintendent of the Ca1i~ up the very gratifying support 
II fornia Maritime Academy, issued which was accorded to the 
tt today the following statement reo academy 'from throughout the 
11 garding the ·favorable decision of state. 
(I. the Ways and Means Committee "The vigorous and able sup­
o of the State Assembly to con- port of Senator Gibson, Assem­
,t tinue the academy in ,operation blyinan Crowley and Senator 
l' and to approve the forthcoming Crittenden, of Stockton, based on 
L' annual budget: the inherent merits of the aeade­
II "The decision of the Ways and my, was, I am sure, a decisive 
;. Means Committee by a most' fav- factor in the favorable result." 

arable majority to continue the 
academy in operation and to ap· 

:1D prove the next year's budget, is 
In gratifying 'evidence-of-tm:-'sotind· ~ 
Lis ness of our contention' that' the 
iI· education and training of Mar· . 
g.' chant Marine officers for ,the vi· 
,'e- tal privately·owned and operated 
Lt· maritime industry of the state 

is a necessary state function that 
)n should not be surrendered to the 
le federal government. 
~d IITogether with the unanimous 
Ie vot~ of approval by the Senate 
es Finance Subcommittee on Edu· 
le cation on Feb. 28, it is also grati· 
tle fying evidence of the confidence 
Llf of the legislative committees in 
of the soundness of the training 
to program of the academy. 

enSIl 
h.e IIAt no time in any of tl1e thr-ee 
er hearings were' either the 'ade· 

quacy or the efficiency of the 
program questioned. by members 
of the various committees. 

III 'Wish to make prompt ac­
knowledgment publicly to the 
many civic, fraternal and busi­
ness groups which rallied to the 
support of this very essential 
and-educational institution in the 
future economic welfare of the 
state. 

"Special thanks and credit are 
due to the committee of the Val· 
lejo Chamber of Commerce which 
prepared under the able direction 
of Dugald Gillies, the secretary, 
a most informative brochure 
briefing the arguments which I 
presented at the hearings. I am 
sure that this very excellent 
pamphlet, which was widely dis­
tributed throughout the state by 
the local Chamber of Commerce, 
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