CIVILIAN EXCLUSION ORDERS (C.E.O.s)
WHAT THEY WERE HOW THEY DEVELOPED HOW THEY FUNCTIONED

In the initial development of plans for evacuation of the Jap-
anese from the West Coast section of the U.S.,for basic planning
purposes, that section of the country, was divided into 22 key unit-
s or areas. Each of these general areas was considered to contain a
community of Japanese residents who were engaged in similar endeav-
ors with generally similar social and religious interests. The to-
tal families including the grandparents and inlaws were usually
found within these planning areas and so was the major circle of
friends and acquaintences.

A fundamental plan for evacuation was then develoied with the
first consideration given to moving all of the Japanese residents
of each basic community into the same Assembly Center and ultimate-
ly to the same Relocation Center, if the size of the Center and the
logistics of transportation would permit it.

Estimates of the Japanese population for each of the 22 areas
were compiled by the Bureau of the Census from the Japanese cards
of the 1940 Population Count. Then all of the population data was
plotted on maps and some areas were checked for verification of the
count. The Japanese individuals and families that had left their
homes in the voluntary migration exodus were deducted from the count
in any affected area.

In the next step, from the total area of the 22 basic study
sections, 108 Exclusion Areas were defined. Every Exclusion Area was
bounded by easily described and identifiable boundary lines and it
included a Japanese population of approximately 1,000 persons (250
families). et

A plan was devised for the initial movement Japanese evacuees
from homes to Internment Centers so that all residents in any given
Exclusion Area could be evacuated in one movement.

From the beginning of evacuation every possible effort was
made to follow the established policy of keeping family units intact
andTo move entire communities of families with similar backgrounds
into the same Assembly Center. In most cases this was possible ex-



