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through appropriate media.  This informa-
tion will also be published at the CSU cam-
pus individual website and made available 
online at www.calstate.edu. 

Applicants must file applications for admis-
sion to an impacted program during the 
initial filing period. Applicants who wish to 
be considered in impacted programs at more 
than one campus should file an application at 
each campus for which they seek admission 
consideration. 

Supplementary Admission Criteria. 
Each campus with impacted programs or 
admission categories uses supplementary 
admission criteria in screening applicants. 
Supplementary criteria may include rank–
ordering of freshman applicants based on 
the CSU eligibility index or rank-ordering 
of transfer applicants based on verification 
of AA-T or AS-T degree, the overall trans-
fer grade point average (GPA), comple-
tion of specified prerequisite courses, 
and a combination of campus-developed 
criteria. Applicants for freshman admis-
sion to impacted campuses or programs are 
required to submit scores on either the SAT 
or the ACT. For fall admission, applicants 
should take tests as early as possible, but no 
later than November or December of the 
preceding year.

The supplementary admission criteria 
used by the individual campuses to screen 
applicants appear periodically in the CSU 
Review and are made available by the cam-
puses to all applicants seeking admission to 
an impacted program. Details regarding the 
supplemental admissions criteria are also 
provided at www.calstate.edu/AR/impaction-
info.shtml.

Graduate and Postbaccalaureate 
Application Procedures
All graduate and postbaccalaureate appli-
cants (e.g., Ed.D., joint Ph.D. applicants, 
master’s degree applicants, those seeking 
educational credentials or certificates, and, 
where permitted, holders of baccalaure-
ate degrees interested in taking courses for 
personal or professional growth) must file a 
complete graduate application as described 
in the graduate and postbaccalaureate ad-
mission materials at www.csumentor.edu.

Graduate and post-baccalaureate appli-
cants may apply for a degree objective, a 
credential or certificate objective, or where 
approved, may have no program objective. 
Depending on the objective, the CSU will 
consider an application for admission as 
follows:

• General Requirements - The minimum 

requirements for admission to graduate and 
post baccalaureate studies at a California 
State University campus are in accordance 
with university regulations as well as Title 5, 
Chapter 1, Subchapter 3 of the California Code 
of Regulations.

• Specific Requirements - A student shall at 
the time of enrollment  (1) have completed 
a four-year college course of study and hold 
an acceptable baccalaureate degree from an 
institution accredited by a regional accrediting 
association, or shall have completed equiva-
lent academic preparation as determined by 
appropriate campus authorities; (2) be in 
good academic standing at the last college or 
university attended; (3) have earned a grade 
point average of at least 2.5 on the last degree 
completed by the candidate or have attained a 
grade point average of at least 2.5 (A=4.0) in the 
last 60 semester (90 quarter) units attempted; 
and (4) satisfactorily meet the professional, 
personal, scholastic, and other standards for 
graduate study, including qualifying examina-
tions, as appropriate campus authorities may 
prescribe. In unusual circumstances, a campus 
may make exceptions to these criteria.

Applicants seeking a second bachelor’s de-
gree should submit the graduate application 
for admission unless specifically requested 
to do otherwise. Applicants who completed 
undergraduate degree requirements and 
graduated the preceding term are also re-
quired to complete and submit an applica-
tion and the $55 nonrefundable application 
fee. Since applicants for post-baccalaureate 
programs may be limited to the choice of a 
single campus on each application, re-rout-
ing to alternate campuses or later changes of 
campus choice are not guaranteed. To be as-
sured of initial consideration by more than 
one campus, it is necessary to submit sepa-
rate applications (including fees) to each. 
Applications submitted by way of www.
csumentor.edu are preferable. An electronic 
version of the CSU graduate application is 
available online at www.csumentor.edu. For 
additional information, see the Division of 
Graduate Studies.

Returning Students
Applicants who seek readmission after an 
absence of one semester or more must file 
an application for admission. Applicants 
absent one semester only are exempt from 
the $55 application fee, providing no aca-
demic work was taken in the interim at any 
other institution. Students absent on an 
approved planned educational leave are not 
required to file an application for admission 
and are exempt from the application fee. 

(See Planned Educational Leave.) 

Application Filing Periods
Each non-impacted campus accepts appli-
cations until capacities are reached. Many 
campuses limit undergraduate admission in 
an enrollment category due to overall en-
rollment limits. If applying after the initial 
filing period, consult the campus admission 
office for current information. Similar in-
formation is conveniently available at www.
csumentor.edu/filing_status/Default.asp.

• Applications for the fall semester are ac-
cepted beginning Oct. 1. The initial filing 
period lasts until Nov. 30.

• Applications for the spring semester are 
accepted beginning Aug. 1. The initial 
filing period lasts until Aug. 31.

• Applications for the summer semester are 
accepted beginning Feb. 1. The initial filing 
period lasts until Feb. 28.

Application Acknowledgment. On-time 
applicants may expect to receive an ac-
knowledgment from the campuses to which 
they have applied within two to four weeks 
of filing the application. The notice may 
also include a request that applicants sub-
mit additional records necessary to evaluate 
academic qualifications. Applicants may be 
assured of admission if the evaluation of 
relevant qualifications indicates that appli-
cants meet CSU admission requirements, 
and in the case of admission impaction, 
and campus requirements for admission 
to an impacted program. Unless specific 
written approval/confirmation is received, 
an offer of admission is not transferable to 
another term or to another campus.

Hardship Petitions. The campus has 
established procedures for consideration of 
qualified applicants who would be faced 
with extreme hardship if not admitted. 
Petitioners should write the campus Admis-
sions Offices regarding specific policies 
governing hardship admission.

Undergraduate 
Admission Requirements
Freshman Requirements. Generally, first-
time freshman applicants will qualify for 
regular admission if they meet the follow-
ing requirements: (1) they have graduated 
from high school, have earned a Certifi-
cate of General Education Development 
(GED), or have passed the California High 
School Proficiency Examination; (2) they 
have a qualifiable minimum eligibility 
index (see section on Eligibility Index); and 
(3) they have completed with grades of C 
or better each of the courses in the com-




