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A New Look on a School Icon 
Possible New 
Logo for CSU 
Channel Islands 

By TRISTAN CASSEL 

The winds of change are starting 
to blow through CSUCI. Sometime 
within the next year, the school is 
expected to announce the unveiling 
of a new school logo. The admin­
istration has not made any kind of 
formal announcement, but Channel 
Islands is a small school and word 
travels fast. 

Since we are unable to display the 
logo for your viewing pleasure, we 
must instead describe it to you. The 
main part of the logo is a circle with 
a red radial gradient and the letters 
CSU in white staggered inside. To 
the right of the circle and in a smaller 
point size are the words Channels Is­
lands. The font of choice is Gill Sans. 

The school has hired an outside 
consultant, John Ridgeway, to design 
the logo, and some students have 
voiced their concerns about the 
possible costs associated with hiring 
an outside consultant. The CI View 
had the opportunity of interviewing 
California State University Channel 
Island’s President, Dr. Rush, who 
was able to provide some insight on 
the situation. 

“He’s [John Ridgeway] doing it 
pro bono. And of course, he’s a per­
son who has won 17 Emmys. He has 
branded CBS, NBC, Face the Nation, 
Meet the Press and Monday Night 
Football… So in terms of having a re­
sume he is not likely to be challenged 
by very many people.” 

Many students question why the 
school needs a new logo in the first 
place, but are open to suggestions if 
someone can come up with a new 
concept for the CSUCI logo. 

“I don’t really see any problems 
with the current logo, but if someone 
can come up with something bet­
ter, why not?” Said Senior IT major, 
Chris Lowdermilk. 

While some people are open to 
the idea of a new logo, most did not 
know that the school was even con­
sidering a change. 

One of the other aspects of the 
new design project that seems to 
bother students the most is that an 
outside consultant was hired to do 
the job, even though the campus has 
in-house designers and a myriad of 
upper division graphic design classes. 

Sophomore Nick Rester said, 
“Why not let the students take a crack 
at it?” 

Though there are many opinions 
as to who should be involved in the 
design process, Senior Katie Hal-
loway, is open to the idea of having 

Ridgeway work on the logo, “I think 
that it is exciting that the school 
would be able to have an individual 
with that kind of experience work­
ing on a project as important as our 
school logo.” 

If we take the time to analyze the 
new logo, it has some interesting 
features worth noting. For one, it is 
a simple and clean design, with the 
red circle supposed to represent that 
we are the “jewel” of the CSU system. 
The choice of font is also significant, 
as it moves away from the traditional 
serif fonts that Universities typically 
use, and instead uses a thinner, sans 
serif font. A serif, for those of us not 
graphically inclined, are little accents 

on the edge of letters. Good examples 
to look at would be fonts such as 
Times New Roman, or Georgia. 

Ridgeway also wanted to empha­
size the “CSU” portion of the design 
rather than the “Channel Islands” 
portion, because the school feels it is 
more important. 

According to President Rush, the 
logo is currently in the final stages of 
development. 

“He [Ridgeway] is finishing up 
some things for me to look at. Then, 
once I get it, I’ll have a conversation 
with him, because we’ve gotten as 
much input as I think we possibly 
can, so now I have to make a deci­
sion,” President Rush said. 

Current CSUCI Logo shown above on Cove Bookstore merchandise. Photo By ERIC SULIGA 
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Up-Coming Issues - Lacrosse: Hot New Club Sport 

Letter from 
the Editor 

By EVA KLEIN 

November is here! I know, I can not 
believe it either, but truth be known that 
November is one of my favorite months 
of the year. Not just because it is my 
birthday on the 18th, but also because it 
is the month that we celebrate Thanks­
giving. 

We all look forward to the break from 
school and work that the holiday gives us. 
Many people look forward to the food 
even more than the time off, but most 
people are unaware of the history behind 
the holiday. 

Thanksgiving marks a celebration 
that has been taking place for centuries. 
It dates all the way back when Native 
Americans gave thanks and celebrated 
their bountiful harvests from the growing 
season. Thanksgiving has actually been 
taking place even before the English colo­
nists had their first feast with the Native 
Americans, which has been a common 
misconception of the holiday. 

Ever wonder what kinds of food were 
served at the Thanksgiving dinner of first 
meeting between the Native Americans 
and the English colonists? It sure was not 
the traditional items that we are used to 
seeing on our tables such as pumpkin pie 
or turkey. Believe it or not, you would 
find items such as roast goose, codfish and 
lobster served on the Thanksgiving table 
back in 1621. 

Most people probably do not know 
that Thanksgiving did not actually be­
come a national holiday until Abraham 
Lincoln declared it in 1863 after a female 
journalist named Sarah Josepha Hale 
started pushing politicians to declare 
Thanksgiving a national holiday. 

Want some fun facts to share with 
the family this Thanksgiving? Well, this 
year American’s will consume 45 mil­
lion turkeys for Thanksgiving. In case 
you are a Macy’s fan, the annual Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade began in 1924. 
It sounds strange, but Turkeys can drown 
in the rain if they look up. Last but not 
least, our 100 dollar bill man, Benjamin 
Franklin, wanted our national bird to be 
the turkey. 

Well, that is my spiel for this issue. I 
hope that you all learned a little more 
about the Thanksgiving holiday that we 
celebrate during the month of November. 
Have a happy and safe Thanksgiving 
CSUCI! 

Ms. Klein, 

I want to commend you on the first issue, of Volume 7, of the CI View. 
However, I have taken many issues with the front-page article, “A Single Vote 
Changing the World.” First off, the picture of Election 2008 depicts a fork in 
the road with two options, Obama or McCain. There are four Presidential can­
didates this election; not included are Ralph Nader and Robert Barr. Although 
they are not affiliated with the main political parties, a vote for either of them 
can also change the world. We have more than two options in this country 
and it has been overlooked. 

Secondly, in the second paragraph, Moskowitz describes Obama as a “fresh 
face” and correlates that to younger people’s appeal for him. She then quotes 
a student, Heather Danger, who states, “I plan on voting for Obama because 
it [he] would be the first African American president.” We are all entitled to 
our opinion, but the fact that this quote was published on the front page- of 
the first issue this year, is preposterous. You published a racist statement. 
Although it is favorable for African-Americans, one can conclude that Danger 
is not voting for McCain because he is white. 

Lastly, the second to last sentence in the article, “Remember that it is a 
privilege to vote, not a right,” is completely false. Driving is a privilege, not 
a right. The right to vote has been the keystone to our great democracy. To 
say voting is a privilege, takes the United States back 140 years, when slaves’ 
votes counted as 3 /5 and women were not permitted to vote. Voting is a right; 
it is stated in the Constitution. 

-Thomas Ramirez 

Midterm Nightmare 
Madlib! 

By SHIRA MOSKOWITZ 

(A persons name) (Verb, in 
past tense) as fast as he could to his (your 
least favorite subject class) class, trying not to be late for 
his first midterm of the year. He woke u p , threw on the 
only clothes he saw laying on the (singular noun) 
and (verb-past tense) out of the room, forget­
ting to put on his (Article of clothing)! As he 
was (verb ending with –ing) towards his class 
through the quad, he noticed all these people starring at 
him, but he didn’t care. When (The persons name 
that you have chosen) finally showed u p at his class late, 
his professor just starred at him, his face was (a 
color), expressing how (an emotion) he was . The 
professor told (The persons name that you have 
chosen) to leave the classroom and never come back. After 

(verb ending with –ing) over three 
(plural animal), and running into five ( 
type of car, plural) , he realized what had happened. He 

(verb, ending in -ed) back to his dorm, locked 
the door, and began laughing hysterically. Life is like the 

(a food at the islands café), at the islands 
café, you never know what you’re going to get! 

mailto:eva.klein@csuci.edu
mailto:erica.roundy@csuci.edu
mailto:michael.williams@csuci.edu
mailto:tristan.cassel@csuci.edu
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90th Anniversary of Veteran’s Day 
By ERICA ROUNDy 

Many students are eagerly anticipat­
ing the four-day holiday weekend that is 
upon us as merely an excuse to travel, re­
lax, and possibly catch up on some home­
work. However, this extended weekend is 
not just meant to provide a well-deserved 
break, but to provide a time to remember 
the American men and women who have 
fought for our country. Veteran’s Day, 
commemorating both the end of World 
War I as well as honoring all American 
soldiers, is celebrating its 90th anniver­
sary this Tuesday, November 11. 

World War I—also known as “The 
Great War” and “The War to End All 
Wars”—offcially ended on June 28, 1919 
when the Treaty of Versailles concluded 
four years of brutal combat that killed 
over 40 million people. However, fighting 
had stopped seven months earlier when 
an armistice between the Allied nations 
and Germany went into effect on the 
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month on November 11, 1918. 

One year later, President Woodrow 
Wilson declared November 11, 1919 as 
the first celebration of Armistice Day. 
The original idea for the celebration was 
a day full of parades, public meetings, 
and a short suspension of business begin­
ning at 11 a.m. 

Each year, November 11th was unoffi-
cially recognized as Armistice Day, where 
American fags would be displayed on all 
governmental buildings and people would 
observe the day with friendly relations 
with all others. An act approved on May 
13, 1938 officially made November 11 in 
each year a legal holiday known as “Ar­
mistice Day” as a day devoted to the issue 
of world peace. It was mainly chosen to 
honor the veterans of World War I, but in 
1954 (after World War II and the Korean 
War), Congress amended the 1938 act 
to change the wording from “Armistice 
Day” to “Veterans Day” to honor all 
American veterans of all wars fought. 

On October 8, 1954, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower issued the first 
Veterans Day Proclamation which stated 

that all veterans, all veterans’ organiza­
tions, and all citizens should join together 
in celebrating this holiday. The Procla­
mation also established a Veterans Day 
National Committee, chaired by the 
Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs, which 
was responsible for coordinating entities 
at the national level in the planning of its 
observance. 

On June 28, 1968 the Veterans Day 
National Committee signed into law the 
Uniforms Holiday Bill, which established 
three-day weekends for Federal employ­
ees for four national holidays. These 
holidays (Washington’s birthday, Memo­
rial Day, Veterans Day, and Columbus 
Day) would be celebrated on Mondays, 
and therefore provide extended weekends 
that would stimulate travel, recreation, 
and cultural activities. Although it was 
a federal law, many states disagreed with 
this somewhat controversial decision and 
continued celebrating each holiday on the 
original date. 

The Uniforms Holiday Bill caused sig-
nificant confusion in 1971 when Veterans 

Day was observed on October 25, more 
than two weeks prior to the official date 
of November 11. Many citizens com­
plained that the holiday was not simply 
an excuse for a vacation, but a day to re­
member history and to feel proud of our 
country. Therefore, on September 20, 
1975, President Gerald R. Ford signed a 
law returning the yearly observance of 
Veterans Day to the original date of No­
vember 11. The first year this law would 
go into action would be 1978. The law 
was supported by a large majority of state 
legislatures, all key veterans organizations, 
and American citizens. 

Veterans Day is now always observed 
on November 11, no matter what day 
of the week that it falls on. This year is 
the 90th anniversary of Veterans Day; 
use Tuesday, November 11 as a day to 
remember and honor all of the men and 
women who have fought for our country 
and to feel proud of all that America has 
stands for. 
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Spotlight 
Meet 
Jeff 

Morgan 
By EVA KLEIN 

Have you ever been walking on 
campus late at night and called exten­
sion 8444 for a ride? If so, you might 
have had the opportunity of meeting 
Sophomore Jeffery Morgan. Jeff, as 
he prefers to be called, is a C.S.O. at 
Cal State Channel Islands and can 
often be found chartering students 
around in his golf cart making sure 
that they make it to their campus 
destinations in a prompt and safe 
manner. 

When he is 
not working 
on campus, 
Jeff enjoys 
spending 
time with 
friends, going 
to concerts, 
attending 
Angels base­
ball games, 
skating, and 
snowboard-
ing. Although 
Jeff is fairly 
busy with all 

of his extracurricular activities, he 
always makes time for his school-
work. Jeff is a business major hoping 
to double major in sports therapy, 
once it is available. Eventually, Jeff 
wants to achieve his goal of one day 
owning his own business as a sports 
therapist. 

If you are new to CI this semester, 
you may recognize Jeff from your 
summer Orientation since he was 
an Orientation Leader this summer 
working in New Student, Orientation 
and Transition Programs. Represent­
ing the Values & Integrity dimension 
during Orientation is just one of 
Jeff’s many accomplishments here at 
CSUCI. 

Jeff chose Cal State Channel 
Islands because he “Loves the small 
school environment and the awesome 
location.” If you see Jeff walking 
around campus (or driving his cart), 
do not be afraid to stop and say hello! 

MORGAN 

The Art All Around 
By LEVI EASTWOOD 

Art is in the air all around us, all we 
have to do is catch and interpret it in 
which ever manner seems necessary. 
Many are unaware of this concept and 
let the beauty pass them by day by day 
with the blowing of the wind. Within 
these aged walls and broken windows 
that surround us here at CSUCI there 
is a place that seems almost hidden that 
embraces this ideal of art with the talents 
of those who have caught and interpreted 
their version of beauty. Studio Channel 
Islands Art Center is a non-profit organi­
zation that has provided the community 
with a cultural center to work and create 
many different forms of art even before 
the University was opened. 

The Art Center was developed by a 
group of visionary artists from Ventura 
County over ten years ago and has been 
growing ever since. It has inhabited 
many pieces from nationally as well as 
internationally famous artists within its 
four galleries. Over twenty independent 
artists use this beautiful art center as their 
quarters to bring the world around them 
as they see it to life. The artists here are 
very generous and always welcome those 
who visit the art center with open arms. 
Many of them actually host workshops 
that allow the community around them to 
come and create art just as they do. One 
of the founders of the Art center, Gerd 
Koch—who has personally contributed 
and taught many well respected contem-

porary artists—believes that arts presence 
is so important within the community 
because “art is a foundation of a culture’s 
progress…even human progress.” The 
art being displayed here on this very 
campus tells the stories of something, we 
have to be the ones to go and find out 
what it is. 

It is often said that there is nothing 
to do on weekends here on campus but 
the art center is always providing dif­
ferent types of workshops that are free 
to students. There is also an upcoming 
art show on November 16 from 2:00 to 
4:00pm which will be featuring one of 
the center’s artists, Elena Kundell as her 
art will be telling the visual story of a trip 
to Morocco as well as a world famous 
musician group from Morocco who will 
be performing. They have invited any 
student interested to come and be a part 
of this once in a lifetime experience… for 
free. 

Due to the University’s expansion, 
the building that is being used by the 
artists will be taken from them and the 
Art Center will be gone by this time next 
year. Do not let this Center merely be 
another overlooked form of art that is 
passed by with the blowing of the wind. 
Art truly is an important factor to the 
progress of mankind and the art here at 
Studio Channel Islands Art Center is a 
puzzle piece of our era’s story. We must 
acknowledge it. 

Familiar Studio Channel Islands bench soon to say goodbye to campus. Photo By TRISTAN CASSEL 
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Alumni Note: 
The 

Community 
We Are 

By RACHAEL JORDAN 
ALUMNI ‘08 

Graduation day came. I paraded 
in behind a banner of English, sat in 
the hot Southern California sun out 
in the sweating grass of the South 
Quad, and took my final steps across 
that stage. An embrace from Presi­
dent Rush, a picture, and the day was 
over. I graduated. My life at CSUCI 
was done. 

Then, graduate school. New 
people, places, excitement. However, 
with this excitement came a realiza­
tion – that my four years spent at 
Channel Islands were not common. I 
realized that so much of my identity 
was (and still is) being a CI student. 
The embrace and appreciation I have 
for different cultures, the interdisci­
plinary education I received and still 
strive for, and the inability to settle 
for anything less than excellence are 
all traits I carried away from the solid 
walls and soft hills of the CI campus. 
Of our campus. 

I’m not enrolled anymore, yet I still 
view Channel Islands as our campus. 
As an alumni, the best advice I can 
give you is to appreciate everything 
that CI has to offer. Relish in the 
community that it builds. Don’t take 
for granted feeling like you matter to 
the faculty and staff. Don’t underes­
timate the power of school spirit that 
you feel in the air around you. Don’t 
forget to recognize how CI gets into 
your head, your heart, crawls under 
your skin and becomes a part of who 
you are. 

Most universities are not like this. 
Though I love my current program, 
the continuing journey of my educa­
tion, and the experiences I’m having 
in the vast city of Los Angeles, I know 
what prepared me for the road I am 
on is the university you sit in now. 

Much love, 
Rachael Jordan 

US Government 
Is It What We 
Really Think 

It Is? 
By NASIM KHANSARI 

Looking from the outside in, U.S. 
government looks like a group of 
individuals sitting at a table debating 
over something that might not even 
be important to the average U.S. citi­
zen. The constant reinforcement of 
media portraying Congress like this 
has been an on-going misconception. 
In reality, the life of a Congressman 
and Congress itself is much different. 

Butler Derrick, former Democratic 
Congressman of South Carolina, and 
Denny Smith, former Republican 
Congressman of Oregon, proved 
that Congress is much different than 
what we may think it is. Hundreds 
of students were able to hear from the 
two former members of Congress on 
October 20th and 21st as they partici­
pated in the “Congress to Campus” 
program. The program was initiated 
in 1996 when the U.S. Association of 
Former Members of Congress came 
together with the Stennis Center to 
create a program that would allow 
young students across America to 
interact with former members of 
Congress. In doing so they intended 
to promote civic engagement, im­
prove college students understanding 
of Congress, and encourage consid­
eration of careers in public service. 
Both Derrick and Smith willingly vol-

unteered their time to come to Chan­
nel Islands to achieve these goals. 

After interviewing both Derrick 
and Smith, it is clear now that there is 
a great deal the average U.S. citizen is 
unaware of when it comes to under­
standing U.S. Congress. Of course 
my first question was to ask what the 
biggest misconception of Congress 
really is. Both answered the same: 
lazy, dishonest, and as Smith said 
“overpaid, overfed, and over there.” 
In reality though, Derrick says some 
of the best minds in the country are 
working in Congress and all for one 
reason – to represent their constitu­
ency. However, both agreed that it is 
the responsibility of U.S. citizens to 
represent themselves by becoming 
more knowledgeable about Congress. 
Take the time to research and speak 
to your local Congressman as well as 
learn about others. Both Derrick and 
Smith emphasized how reluctant citi­
zens should contact their member of 
Congress. Contrary to what we may 
think, members of Congress are very 
willing to hear your story and will do 
what they can in the best interest of 
their constituency. 

Another big misunderstanding 
is that Republicans and Democrats 
are always at odds with one another. 
Whatever a Democrat is for, a Repub­
lican is against and vice versa. Again, 
both Derrick and Smith made it clear 
that there are friendships across party 
lines. Derrick said what was more 
important was the issue, not the par­
ty. “We always try to accommodate 
one another…the most important 
question is ‘does it make for a better 

America?’” said Smith. I followed up 
my question of the misconception of 
Republicans vs. Democrats with the 
question: what if your commitments 
with members of Congress do not 
line up with what your constituency 
wants? Which do you go with? Der­
rick immediately said “You have to 
go with what your constituents want 
because they’re the ones that put you 
there.” Smith agreed. Often times, 
Congress is portrayed as a group 
of self-interested individuals when 
in fact both Derrick and Smith said 
yes when asked the question if they 
thought their vote on a matter might 
have cost them their seat. To them, 
the seat is not as important as do­
ing what they believed was the right 
thing. 

Seeing how the upcoming elections 
will be a historic event in U.S. history, 
I concluded my interview by asking 
both men about their involvement as 
well as their predictions of the up­
coming elections. Derrick is currently 
semi-active with the Obama cam­
paign while Smith’s wife is currently 
the chair of the Women for McCain. 
And their predictions? Not surpris­
ingly, Derrick adamantly stated that 
Obama will win while Smith said Mc­
Cain has a shot. As Truman said “the 
buck stops here,” which is what Der­
rick reiterated when discussing the 
upcoming elections. He felt appalled 
by the amount of damage caused by 
the Bush administration in the last 
eight years with foreign and domes­
tic policy. Smith disagreed though. 
Although he would not support the 
Bush administration, he did say that 
McCain is turning the corner and that 
Obama has not sealed the deal with 
the undecided voters, which make up 
a good majority of those individuals 
who vote. 

So what is the message the two 
former members of Congress want to 
give us as students? Participate. Care 
enough about your country to vote. 
Every vote makes a difference. Sec­
ondly, be informed. Know who rep­
resents you and if you are not happy 
with how you are being represented, 
vote! The future of the country lies 
not in the hands of those members of 
Congress, but in the hands of the citi­
zens who put them there. The right 
to vote is one of the greatest rights 
we can have as United States citizens. 
So…exercise that right! 

Former congressmen speak to CI students as part of Congress to Campus program Photo By SEAN KELLY 



6 NOVEMBER 2008 T H E C H A N N E L I S L A N D S V I E W 



7 NOVEMBER 2 0 0 8 T H E C H A N N E L ISLANDS VIEW 

Movie Review: 
“Nights in Rodanthe” 

By SAMANTHA NETZEN 

The film Nights in Rodanthe was released 
in theaters recently as a film version of 
the popular novel written by Nicholas 
Sparks. The plot was fairly predict-
able—a man and a woman meet and fall 
in love over a weekend filled with high 
tensions. 

Richard Gere and Diane Lane, the 
stars of “Rodanthe,” have undeniable 
chemistry throughout the film. Gere plays 
a doctor named Paul Flanner looking for 
some alone time after a tragic incident 
that happened on his operating table. He 
goes to a small town called Rodanthe, 
and stays in a quiet inn to relax. Lane’s 
character, Adrienne Willis, has been left 
to care for the inn for her friend Jean. 
Adrienne is the focus of the movie, and 
we get a glimpse into her life and the dif-
ficulties that she faces. 

Naturally, these two are the only ones 
in the inn, so when a storm comes along 
and they become frightened and some­
what lonely, they comfort each other. 
Paul tells Adrienne about his estranged 
son, and Adrienne lets Paul know about 
her son and daughter, the results of a 
marriage that recently turned very sour. 

This first part of the film—Paul and 
Adrienne meeting and falling in love—is, 
in my opinion, the best part. After that, 
the movie becomes rather emotional and 

somewhat depressing. 
Paul leaves the inn to meet with his 

son, and the two strangers-turned-lovers 
become pen pals. Adrienne’s life becomes 
less and less dreary until suddenly some­
one unexpected comes into the picture 
which causes her world to stop. Her 
rebellious daughter (not much younger 
than most of us) is left to take care of the 
household. It is not until Adrienne makes 
it back to the inn that her world begins to 
look bright again. 

Although the chemistry is clear 
between Lane and Gere, the sentiment 
does not apply to the rest of the actors. 
Many critics could argue that the movie 
is just about the two main characters, but 
I disagree. The supporting roles help to 
develop the main characters to be their 
best and this can be overlooked due to the 
way the film was made. The time spent 
on these supporting characters is next to 
none, and it was frustrating when trying 
to understand the entirety of the film. 

Overall, I’d say that this is not going 
to become the next The Notebook, even 
though Nicholas Sparks wrote both 
Nights in Rodanthe as well as The Notebook. 
This movie is good for its easy-to-follow 
storyline and high emotional content, but 
not much else. With the price of movie 
tickets now at ten dollars, I suggest that 
interested viewers wait for the DVD ver­
sion to be released. 

Rocky Horror Picture Show - LIVE! 
By SAMANTHA NETZEN 

Who has not heard of Rocky Horror? 
It is by far one of the biggest cult movies 
in history, and the fan base that shows 
up at many of the live performances and 
midnight showings only prove its lasting 
impression on our culture. The atmo­
sphere is like no other. You can go to a 
showing dressed in whatever you like, act 
like a complete fool, and no one there will 
think twice about it. If you think you’re 
weird, believe me, there are definitely 
stranger people in the theater! 

On October 16th, our campus had 
the pleasure of having a wonderful group 
called Midnight Insanity come to CSUCI 
and perform for our campus community 
courtesy of the Student Programming 
Board. These thespians that come to 
perform are volunteers who act out the 
classic film for the pure joy that comes 
from bringing their audience a great show. 

Newcomers be warned: If you’re 
going for the first time, you WILL be 
picked for what is known as the “virgin 
sacrifice.” No, this is not a maiming or 
killing, but you may be a bit humiliated. 
Do not worry, that is about as bad as it 
gets. This group of newbie’s had to place 
their hands on private places and later 
lean over while lewd acts were mimed 
behind their backs. It is all for the fun 
of the show of course and the audience 

members have a pretty good time in the 
process. 

Personally, I would recommend seeing 
this movie at home first a few times before 
attending the show. I say this because I 
guarantee you, once they start the movie, 
you will not be able to hear much of the 
dialogue or many of the songs due to the 
wild atmosphere that the venue provides. 

Audience participation is recom­
mended, so you will be encouraged to 
get up and attempt to do the Time Warp 
with the rest of the crowd, and you will 
be prompted to try to throw things at the 
stage. You may begin to wonder how 
on earth Richard O’Brien, the writer of 
The Rocky Horror Show, came up with this 
concept. 

Bummed that you missed out on the 
CSUCI performance? Well, every Satur­
day night, the amazing Midnight Insan­
ity cast holds their own showing in their 
theater down in San Pedro. Their tickets 
are $9 at the door and $9.50 online with 
PayPal. It is recommended that you get 
there by eleven so you can get your tickets, 
and then wait in line with the cast and 
other moviegoers until midnight when the 
show starts! 

You do not want to miss a minute of 
this show! People will be loud and they 
will be obnoxious, but it is one fun night 
of entertainment that you will never 
forget. 
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A Place to Hang Your Hat: 
The New Student Center 

By SHIRA MOSKOWITZ 

Attention new students! Imagine it is 
a Monday afternoon and you have a few 
hours until your next class. You still do 
not know too may people here at CI, and 
you are wondering what you should do. 
If you go inside the Bell Tower to Room 
1548, you’ll find yourself at the New 
Student Center! 

The New Student Center exists to 
provide a welcoming location for new 
students to gather. It is a place where 
commuter students, transfer students, and 
residential students can connect and meet 
each other, while also meeting peer men­
tors at CI. The NSC is run by trained 
Peer Mentors who are always looking for 
new students to meet and interact with. 

The Peer Mentors at the NSC orga­
nize many programs and events. One of 
their more personal programs is referred 
to as Dolphin-to-Dolphin Meetings. 
These meetings involve a Peer Mentor 
meeting with a student to discuss their 
goals, transition concerns, and any other 
questions you would like to have an­
swered. The meetings take place twice 
a month with each student and their 
specific peer mentor that they develop a 
relationship with. 

Another new program that the NSC 
provides is called The P.A.R. Card Pro­
gram. This year, at Island View Orienta­
tion, every student filled out their own 
Personal Achievement Card. The P.A.R. 
Card Program is something that will 
hope to motivate students to reach their 
academic goals. First year students will 
pick up their cards during the first weeks 
of school from the NSC, and write down 
their target grade point average and two 
academic goals for the semester. The 
NSC will recognize those students who 
reached their academic goals at the end 
of the first semester. Those who reached 
their P.A.R. goals will receive a fabulous 

reward from the NSC! 
Programs are not the only thing that 

the NSC offers. The NSC is also a place 
where students can have their opinions 
heard. The Thought Spot, which is 
located at the NSC, the University Hub, 
and Islands Café, was introduced to 
CSUCI by the Coordinator of the NSC, 
Orientation and Transition Programs, 
Jaimie Hoffman, three years ago. The 
Thought Spot consists of a large piece of 
paper on the wall that asks students vari­
ous controversial questions. 

Next to the question, students have 
the opportunity to write their responses 
freely, anonymously, and without judg­
ment. “I thought of it as a free speech 
wall,” Hoffman states. The Thought Spot 
was originally only meant to be part of 
the “Be a Part From The Start Program,” 
which are events put on by The NSC to 
get new students involved on campus but 
after students expressed that they wanted 
to see more of the thought spot, it has 
been decided to keep The Thought Spot 
going throughout the year! 

On top of the programs that The 
NSC staff offers, they are also responsible 
for coordinating fun events for us students 
to enjoy! The upcoming events for No­
vember and December are as follows: 

•Schedule Building for the spring semester 
November 18 @ 8:00am-7:00 pm 

•Turkey-Fest 
November 24 @ 3:00pm-6:00pm 

•Pizza and Studying Session 
December 3 @ 6:00pm-8:00pm 

•Holiday Card Craze 
December 5 @ 12:00pm-2:00pm 

As of October 20, the NSC has had 
1,506 students come visit this semester! 
Let’s keep those numbers growing! Go 
delight yourself with the welcoming 
faces and social atmosphere at the New 
Student Center! 


