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Minutes -June 21, 2010

A regular meeting of the Ventura County Commission for Women was held at Paseo 
Camarillo Professional Center, 1200 Paseo Camarillo #130, Camarillo, CA 93010 on 
Monday, June 21, 2010.

Commissioner Chair Shante Durisseau called the meeting to order at 6:58 p.m. followed 
by the reading of the VCCW Mission Statement.
Commissioners present: Debra Bagley, Debbie DeVries, Ruth Funk, Diana Goodrow, 
Ina Howard, Jan Lawrence, Shante Morgan-Durisseau, Nancy Phillips, Lee Riggan. 
Quorum present.

• Agenda adopted: moved by Comm. DeVries, 2nd by Comm. Funk passed
• Treasurer’s Report: Distributed.
• Consent Calendar approved for 6/21/10 moved by Comm. DeVries, seconded by 

Comm. Phillips. Motion passed.

Correspondence: N/A 

Chair Report:
Membership in Affiliate Organizations

• Comm. Lawrence has been ill and will report next meeting. List will be sent for 
review.

Women’s Legacy Fund Grant/Fundraising
• Chair is on board of WLF and on the Grant committee. $70,000 was available for 

grants to local organizations.
• Proposal was submitted on behalf of VCCW for “Flowers Aren’t Enough” one 

woman performance.
• Comm. DeVries’ organization “Foundation EERD” agreed to serve as the fiscal 

sponsor.
• Chair had to sign proposal, but recused herself from voting.
• Unfortunately, VCCW was not granted funding this year.
• Comm. Lawrence commended Chair Durisseau for being our “champion” in this 

matter.
• Chair urged commissioners to bring new fundraising ideas to the table.

Status of Women & Girls Report
• Members of VCCW attended a meeting of the Ventura County Community 

Foundation with Hugh Raison on June 2, 2010.
• Maricella Morales presented CAUSE’S Status of Women Report. Chair Durisseau 

would like VCCW’s report to be broader in scope.
• When asked a the meeting, Hugh Ralston asserted that for VCCW to get funding 

from VCCF, the commission would need additional “supporters”.
• Following discussion Chair Durisseau recommended Prof. Dennis Downey-CSUCI 

to research our Status of Women report as a community service project.
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•  T here  m ay be som e issu es  regarding the  project researched  by undergraduates.
• Two p h ase  project recom m ended:

o P h a se  1-Compiling secondary  information 
o P h a se  2- Field research

• Comm. Goodrow recom m ended a  MOU (M em orandum  of U nderstanding) be sen t 
to Hugh Ralston.

Chair D urisseau Recognized at Simi Valiev Community Council
• Chair thanked  Comm. Bagley for submitting her nam e for volunteerism  to the  Simi 

Valley Community Council.
• Comm. Lawrence & Barron a ttended  th e  breakfast on Ju n e  12, 2010 along with 

Comm. Bagley & D urisseau.
•  VCCW  w as added  to the SVCC plaque and the Chair received a  Certificate of 

Appreciation.

Form er Com m issioner P a s s e s
•  Comm. Howard sen t VCCW ’s condolences to Loretta (Lori) Zafiropoulos.

Elections 2010-2011
•  Each district n e ed s  to d iscuss nom inations to executive comm ittee.

C o m m ittee  R e p o rts :
Bylaws & Standing Rules-Phillips

•  Bylaws had been  previously distributed and  would be acted  upon later in the 
agenda.

•  O nce bylaws a re  approved, standing rules would be d iscussed  for approval.

W om en in History Month-Hurd
•  T abled to next m onth’s  m eeting.

Technology (W ebsite, etc.VPhillips/Lawrence
•  Comm. Lawrence will report on p rogress next month.
•  W ebsite u se s  “Word P re ss” & Daren paid $12 p/yr for w ebsite m anagem ent.
•  Comm. Phillips says  “content “ can  be inserted  easily by comm ittee.

A ction  Item s:
Follow ing  re v is io n s  w ere  re c o m m e n d e d  to  VCCW B ylaw s:

•  Section 4.1
•  A. C hange “from within” to “preferably”

• Section 4.3 Add “Recom m endation for” Rem oval
• Section 5.1
•  A. C hange  sen ten ce  to: “The Executive Com m ittee shall be com posed  of 5 (five) 

m em bers, preferably one representative from each  Supervisorial District.
• B. Add “If there  is no one able to se rve  a s  th e  representative, a com m issioner from 

ano ther district may be chosen  to se rve  on the  Executive Committee.

•  Section 5.2
•  E. C hange  sen ten ce  to: “The chair shall b e  responsible for preparing the  a g e n d as  

fo r  C o m m iss io n  m eetings, which sh a ll....”.
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• Section 5.3
• B. Change sentence to: “Shall serve as parliamentarian at Commission 

meetings.
• Section 5.4

o B. Change sentence to: “Shall present a finance report for each regularly 
scheduled Commission meeting.”

• Section 6.1
o C. must have at least two (2) Commission members...” 
o I. “....distributing the activity report/minutes...”

 • Section 6.2
 o E. Change: 7. Action Items; 8. Information Items; 9. Commission Discussion; • 

 Adjournment
 Section 6.4

o  A. Change sentence to; “Recommended amendments must be submitted 
in writing for a 1st reading on a regular agenda of the commission.” 

o B. Change sentence to; “After a 2nd reading at a subsequent meeting, a 
two-thirds majority vote of the seated commission members is required for 
approval of the recommended amendment.”

• Motion by Comm. Phillips seconded by ?? to approve recommendations for 
revisions to bylaws as amended. Motion passed.

Discussion/Information Items/ Announcements
• Cal WORKS Recognition Program Update
• Chair & Comm. Howard reported that the County is changing their formal 

recognition program.

• Women In Jail
• No Report

• ACCW Quarterly Meeting
o Comm. Goodrow will attend upcoming meeting in Huntington Beach.

Meeting adjourned: 8:38 p.m.

• Next meeting: 9:30a.m., July 10,2010 Human Services Agency
o Comm. Caron will be absent.

Approved as Presented: ________________Corrected: _________________ July 10,
2010

Debra J. Bagley, Secretary


