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Mr.Byno's Totter dated November 5, 1925 -

” 1 enclose herewith sheet No.3, additional deta ils  
of the C lo is ter, Chapter House, and various Portals, The 
demolition is proceeding with a ll  possible speed. The 

Chapter House is en tire ly  taken down and the more delicate 
portions are boxed; the simple wall stones are being 
shipped without crating; in this I am acting on the 

best advice. Portal No.9, entrance to the C lo ister, is 
also down and boxed. Once I have su ffic ien t cases and 

stones I shall commence the laborious work o f carting 
to the ra ilroad; this I expect w ill take place sometime 
before the end o f the present month. The C lo ister i t s e l f  
w i l l  be demolished during the winter months and removed 
in the spring.
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ARTHUR BYNE
Paseo de la  Castelianat 19 

Madrid

November 5, 1925

Miss Julia Morgan,
Merchants Exchange,
“ an Francisco, Californ ia .

Dear Mias Morgan;-

I  enclose herewith sheet No. 3, 
additional deta ils  o f the c lo is te r , chapter house, 
and various portal3. The demolition is  proceeding 
with a l l  possible speod. The Chapter House is  en­
t ir e ly  taken down and the more delicate portions 
are boxed; the simple wall stones are being shipped 
without crating; in th is I  .am acting .on the best 
advice. Mortal ilo.9, entrance to the C lo i3 ter, is 
also down and boxed. Once I have su ffic ien t cases 
and stones I shall commence the laborious work o f 
carting to the ra ilroad; th is I expect w il l  take 
place sometime before the end o f the present month. 
The C lo ister i t s e l f  w i l l  be demolished durin * the 
winter months and removed in the spring.

I  have ¿ust returned from a tour 
o f Spain in quest o f a suitable place fo r Mr. Hearst.
I had a half-dozen in mind before starting out as 
being l ik e ly  prizes but some had to be abandoned be­
cause o f the d i f f ic u lty  o f securing permission for 
exportation. Where a building has been declared a 
National Monument there is no hope at a l l ;  where i t  
has been declared a Provincial Monument there is  hope 
but untold red-tape and d i f f ic u lt ie s .  jzk> we are more 
or less  lim ited to little-known and abandoned ed ifices  
w ell o f f  the beaten track. Fortunately years o f wander­
ing over the country in connection with our books has 
put me in touch with almost everything o f in terest.

I shall proceed to describe b r ie f ly  
the palaces I was most interested in . F irs t, that known 
as La Casa de los Torres, in Ubeda, north rn Andalusia, 
This palace possesses a remarkable facade and a most 
beautifu l stone patio. I t  is  well illu s tra ted  in our 
book PROVINCIAL HOUSES IN SPAIN, Plates 37 Sc 38. The 
owner is  desperate to s e l l  and though he a3ks ¿40.000 
I think he would accept #30,000. But to my great d is­
appointment I found that the palace had been recently 
declared a Provincial Monument. I don’ t say that i t  
couldn’ t s t i l l  be shipper out of the country but there 
is  a certain risk  in undertaking i t .  For reference 
we shall term this Ubeda .
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Next in lin e is  the very extraordinary palace 
o f Panaranda de Luero. This is perhaps one o f the finest 
and most typ ica l o f Spanish sixteenth century palaces* ¥e 
chose i t  as the basis o f a discu33ion of the Spanish House 
inSPAMISH ARCHITECTURE OP THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY, Chapter 
IV* For years th is place has been abandoned and crumbling. 
Recently i t  has been put on the market fo r sale with an 
idea o f catching an American buyer. The facade is simple 
but the portal magnificent; the patio is  only fa ir .
The g lory  o f the palace consists in fine old salons with 
beautifu l wooden ce ilin gs  (p late 160, SPANISH INTERIORS 
A ID FURNITURE)* As this belongs to the family o f the Duke 
o f Alba they ask a great deal o f money - nearly 1000,000 
dollars* I have recently examined the palace and find 
i t  a p erfectly  practical proposition* At present I am 
waiting to see a member o f the vamily so as to secure more 
d e fin ite  terms. Thi3 palace we w il l  term renaranda*

Of a d iffe ren t sty le  completely and dating 
from the 17th century is  a palace in the Province o f Cadiz. 
The exterior a3 a whole has no particu lar in terest but the 
porta l, in rose-colored marbe1, is  a fine example o f  An­
dalusian Baroque, likewise the patio, also in rose-colored 
marble with an excellent fountain to match, is  a noteworthy 
example o f Spanish architecture* The price of th is  is  about 
¿35,000* In th is  case there would be no d if f ic u lty  what­
ever concerning its  exportation. Reference Cadiz*

There remains a fourth example in the north o f 
Spain, Province o f Leon. As the ??eather was bad and the 
excursion d i f f ic u lt  I  took only a small Kodak with me.
The enclosed photographs give but a meager idea o f the 
merits of th is palace; in fact I was much impressed. Fur­
thermore in th is  instance there would be no problem what­
ever concerning the exportation* The interest is  centered 
in the patio, the grand staircase, and several porta ls, 
a l l  in pure Plateresque o f the 16th Century. The facade 
presents nothing o f in terest. As the place is  only in­
habited by a farmer lessee I have yet no idea of the asking 
price (though I know i t  i3 fo r  said )• I am now in corres- 
pondance with the owner. Reference Leon.

I forgot to say that in connection to the Cadiz 
example (which in the Andalusian manner, is  cheerful and 
co lo r fu l) I shall have photographs within a week or so 
and send them on.

A ll these prices quoted strike me as reasonable 
considering the importance o f the examples (even taking 
into account the additional expenses o f demolition and 
packing and transportation). You and Mr.Hearst are probably
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acquainted with the patio of the Oasa Infantado which 
the French antiquarian Schulz ha3 in Paris (removed 
from taragoza twenty years ago; illu s tra ted  in PROVIN­
CIAL HOUSES IN SPAIN, Plate 144). Shulz has recently 
expressed a desire to s e l l  this famous example. I  had 
a very good friend of mine, also a close friend o f 
Schulz's approach him on the subject of price. He deQ 
manda nothing less than 10,000,000 francs; worthless 
though the franc is  th is sum is  the equivalent to 
|>5Q0,000, which is  a jo l ly  price to ask fo r  a patio 
in t i  re ly  o f STUCCO*.

1 am a fra id  you find my le tte rs  awfully long 
but as I  am away a great deal I have to concentrate when 
I  have the opportunity. And I haven't finished yet.

I  am enclosing herewith also the photograph o f a 
wall fountain I picked up on my las t t r ip .  The stone­
work has a wonderful old patin. The lion  heads foiming 
spouts and the bust above are marble insets. As I  was 
obliged to build a modern trough in substitution fo r 
th is i t  comes out rather high but i t  is  a beautifu l b it 
price net $1£5G. Reference Through Fountain.

You may remember that you have a cred it balance 
from your la s t che oque o f :ZbOO (received July 27th) o f ;825. 
This sum I have kept apart from the Monastery account.

I  am enclosing also a poor snapshot of the 
ch o irs ta lls  I cabled you about. The church insists  in 
reta in ing the lower 3et o f s ta lls . Of the upper there 
are about 90 running fee t o f panelling and s ta lls .  The 
price as I  quoted was $4000 net. I have your return 
cable in the negative but thought you might lik e  to 
see a photo*

Awaiting your rep ly concerning these various 
matters and with kindest regards,

Sincerely,

(SiaifKD) ARTHUR BYNS*
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Arthur Byne
Paseo de la Casteliana, 19 

Madrid

November 5, 1925

l iss Julia 1 organ,
1 er chant a Exchange
Jan Francisco, 0 liforn ia.

Dear >. iss A organ:

I enclose herewith sheet Ho. 3, 
additional d e ta ils  o f the c lo is te r , chapterhouse, 
and various portals. The demolition is proceeding 

ith  a l l  possible speed. The Chapter House is en­
t ir e ly  taken down and the more delic- te portions 
re boxed; the simple wall stones are being shipped 

without crating; in this I am acting on the best 
advice. Portal No. 9, entrance to the C lo ister, is 
also down and boxed. Once I have su ffic ien t cases 
and stones I shall commence the laborious work o f 
carting to the ra ilroad; this I expect w il l  take 
place sometime before the end of the present month. 
The C lo ister i t s e l f  w i l l  be demolished during the 
winter months and removed in the spring.

Sincerely,

(Signed) ARTH'JR BYNS

- it



A r t h u r  b y n k

P asjso DE LA C a s t e l l a n a , If )

Ca b l e  a d d r e s s . St a p l e y  

M A I) R 11)

November bth,1925

Miss Julia Morgan,
Merchants Exchange,
San Francisco,

Dear Miss Morgan;-
I enclose herewith sheet No.3, 

additional d eta ils  of the C lo ister, Chapter House, 
and various Portals. The demolition is proceeding 
with a l l  possible speed. The Chapter House is en­
t ir e ly  taken down and the more delicate portions 
are boxed; the simple... wall stones are being shipped 
without crating; in th is I am acting on the best 
advice. Portal No.9, entrance to the C lo ister, is 
also down and boxed. Once I have su ffic ien t cases 
and stones I shall commence the laborious work of 
carting to the ra ilroad; this I expect w il l  take 
place sometime before the end of the present month.
The C lo ister i t s e l f  w il l  be demolished during the 
winter months and removed in the spring.

I have just returned from a tour 
o f Spain in quest of a suitable palace for Mr.wearst.
I had a half-dozen in mind before starting out as 
being lik e ly  prizes but some had to be abandoned be­
cause of the d i f f ic u lty  of securing permission for 
exportation. Where a building has been declared a 
National Monument there is no hope at a l l ;  where i t  
has been declared a Provincial Monument there is hope 
but untold red-tape and d if f ic u lt ie s .  So we are more 
or less lim ited to little-known and abandoned ed ifices  
well o f f  the beaten track. Fortunately years of wander­
ing over the country in connection with our books has 
put me in touch with almost everything of in terest.

I shall proceed to describe b r ie fly  
the palaces I was most interested in. F irs t, that known 
as La Casa de los Torres, In Ubeda, northern Andalusia, 
This palace possesses a remarkable facade and a most 
beautifu l stone patio. It  is well illu stra ted  in our 
book PROVINGIAL HOUSES IN SPAIN, Plates 37 and 38. The 
Owner is desperate to s e ll and though he asks §40,000 
I think he would accept §30,000. But to my great d is­
appointment I found that the palace had been recently 
declared a Provincial Monument. I don't say that i t  
couldn't s t i l l  be shipped out of the country but there 
is a certain r isk  in undertaking i t .  Nor reference 
we shall term th is Ubeda .
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Nest in line is the very extraordinary palace 
o f Peñaranda de Duero. This is perhaps one of the fin est 
and most typ ica l of Spanish sixteenth century palaces. We 
chose i t  as the basis o f a discussion of the Spanish House 
in:SPANISH ARCHITECTURE OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY, Chapter 
IV. For years this place has been abandoned and crumbling. 
Recently i t  has been put on the marhet for sale with an 
idea of catching an American buyer. The facade is simple 
but the portal magnificent; the patio is is only fa ir .
The glory o f the palace consists in fine old salons with 
beautifu l wooden ce ilin gs  (p late 160, SPANISH INTERIORS 
and FURNITURE). As this belongs to the family of the Duke 
of Alba they ask a great deal of money - nearly 100,000 
do lla rs . I have recently examined the palace and find 
i t  a p erfectly  practica l proposition. At present I am : 
fcssK waiting to see a member of the family so as to se­
cure more d e fin ite  terms. This palace we w il l  term Peñaranda.

Of a d iffe ren t style completely and dating 
from the 17th century is a palace in the Province of Cadiz. 
The ex terio r as a whole has no particular in terest but the 
portal, in rose-colored marble, is a fine example of An­
dalusian Baroque. Likewise the patio, also in rose-colored 
marble with an excellen t fountain to match, is a noteworthy 
example of Spanish architecture. The price of this is about 
$35,000. In this case there would be no d if f ic u lty  what­
ever concerning its  exportation. Reference Cadiz .

There remains a fourth example in the north of 
Spain, Province o f Leon. As the weather was bad and the 
excursion d i f f ic u l t  I took only a small Kodak with me.
The enclosed photographs give but a meager idea of the 
merits of th is palace; in fact I was much impressed. Fur­
thermore in this instance there would be no problem what­
ever concerning the exportation. The in terest is centered 
in the patio, the grand staircase, and several portals, 
a l l  in pure Platereaque of the 16th century. The facade 
presents nothing of in terest. As the place is only in­
habited by a farmer lessee I have yet no idea of the asking 
price (though I know i t  is fo r sa le ). I am now in corres- 
pondance with the owner. Reference Leon .

I forgot to say that in connection tó the Cadiz 
example (which in the Andalusian manner, is cheerful and 
co lo rfu l) I shall have photographs within a week or so 
and send them on.

A ll these prices quoted strike me as reasonable 
considering the importance o f the examples (even taking 
into account the additional expenses of demolition and 
packing and transportation). You and Mr.Hear8t are probably
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.acquainted with the patio of the Casa Infantado which 
the French antiquarian Schulz has in Paris (removed 
from Zaragoza twenty years ago; illu stra ted  in PROVIN­
CIAL HOUSES IN SPAIN, Plate 144). Schulz has recently 
expressed a desire to s e ll this famous example. I had 
a very good friend of mine, also a close friend of 
Schulz's approach him on the subject of price. He de­
mands nothing less than 10,000,000 francs; worthless 
though the franc is th is sum is the equivalent to 
|500,000 , which is a jo l ly  price to ask for a patio 
in t ir e ly  of STUCCOl

I am afra id  you find ny le tte rs  awfully long 
but as I am away a great deal I have to concentrate when 
I have the opportunity. And I haven't finished yet.

I am enclosing herewith also the photo of a 
wall fountain I picked up on my las t tr ip . The stone­
work has a wonderful old patin. The lion  heads forming 
spouts and the bust above are marble insets. As I was 
obliged to build a modern trough in substitution for 
this i t  comes out rather high but i t  is a beautiful b it 
price net §1250. Reference Trough Fountain

balance
You may remember that you have a credit from 

your las t cheque o f §2500 (received July 27th) of §825. 
This sum I have kept apart from the Monastery account.

I am enclosing also a poor snapshot of the 
ch o irs ta lls  I cabled you about. The church insists in 
retain ing the lower set, of s ta lls . Of the upper there 
are about 90 running fee t of panelling and s ta lls . The 
price as I quoted was §4000 net. I have your return 
cable in the negative but thought you might lik e  to 
see a photo.

Awaiting your reply concerning these various 
matters and with kindest regards,

Sincerely,

im



C'A BLK A DI)HESS

r# ^^November llth,1925

William Randolph Hearst, Esq 
238 William Street,
New York City

Dear lr.Hearst;
I am addressing this le t te r  d irec tly  

to you, because, in a note of yesterday Miss Morgan 
said you had l e f t  fo r  the East( I am also sending a 
copy to Miss MorganI, and I am anxious to make some 
corrections to a le t te r  sent to San Francisco several 
days ago.

I re fe r  to my le t te r  of November 5th 
describing four palaces which I investigated with the 
idea of a possible purchase of one for you. The second 
described is that of Peñaranda de Duero. The rea l owners 
are keeping very much in the background and the sale 
is entrusted to the tenant-lessee. The price demanded 
is 350,000 pesetas - about $55,000. I had been told 
months ago that $90,000 was asked and this Í3 the figure 
I quoted in my le t te r  of the 5th.

In a l l  my prices quoted for monuments 
of this sort (the monastery included) I have given you 
a net price including my commission, expenses of trave l, 
measuring of monument, preparation o f drawings, super­
intendance o f demolition and packing, and the important 
question o f invoicing. Only retaining for myself^a modest 
p ro fit  a l l  thi3 amounts up to between 20 and 25 % of the 
cost price o f the e d ific e ; I have numerous assistants 
to pay, and in the course of six or eight months the 
motor hire alone becomes a great item.

Therefore the Palace o f Peñaranda (aside 
from the expenses of demolition, packing, and transporta­
tion ) would cost you about $65,000. In addition at least 
$5000 would have to be put in to keep everybody quiet and 
in good humor; I re fe r  to the town and provincial o f f ic ia ls

So much for the cost of the palace. I 
have just made another tr ip  and I find myself somewhat 
less enthusiastic over the venture than before. Peñaranda 
has recently received a great deal of publicity ; f iv e  
years ago i t  was declared a Provincial Monument (which 
makes exportation d i f f i c u l t ) ; at present there is a 
movement on foo t to make i t  a National Monument (in  which 
case i t  is  nailed down tigh t for e v e r ).
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William Randolph Hearst (2)

Three days ago I went over the Palace very 
care fu lly ; at f i r s t  glance i t  seems in fa ir  shape but 
the truth is i t  is quite dejapidaded. Much of the fine 
ornament of the in ter io r is in delicate carved plaster, 
very d i f f ic u lt  to export and restore; furthermore the 
ce ilin gs , once magnificent are in bad repair. The ex­
te r io r  can boast of only the main entrance, which in 
i t s e l f  however is onest of the fin est portals of the 
Renaissance in Spain. But beyond this feature there is 
not even a window that would warrant exportation.

The question of a palace for you then re ­
solves i t s e l f  to the third and fourth examples described, 
in the provinces o f Cadiz and Leon respectively . Both 
of these are absolutely unknown and feasib le propositions. 
That o f Leon Impresses me very much, and I must make | 
the tr ip  with my large camera. The exterior in this 
case also presents nothing; but on the other hand the 
patio is exceedingly beautifu l, likewise the stairhall.* 
There are in addition a half-dozen good portals, a fa ir  
chimneypiece and a l l  the good, but simple, Gèi};lags of 
the principal of* second flo o r . This could be had net 
(aside from demolition, transportation etc) for between

‘■'«»A.

35,000 and ¡540,000.

You w il l  understand this le t te r  better once 
the f i r s t  one concerning these palaces hs been sent 
on to you by Miss Morgan.

May I thank you here for your promptness in 
sending the §10,000 fo be used in the demolition of the 
Monastery of Sacramenia. Next week I commence hauling 
a portion of the Monastery to the ra ilroad and starting 
i t  on its  way to the port of shipment. From December 
to March I can haul nothing as the wretched roads w ill 
permit of no moving at a l l .

Awaiting your instructions and thanking 
you fo r your attention, believe me,

Very tru ly,
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November 11th,1925

v111 lain Randolph liearst, ;T,sq.
238 william  Street,
New York City

Dear Hr.Hearst;
I am addressing this le t te r  d irec tly  

you, because, In a note of yesterday ;iss 'organ 
sa il you nad le i  L fo r  the i,aot( I am also sending a 
copy to ssiss .'organ!, arid I an anxious to make some 
correct¿ona to a le t te r  sent to Can Francisco several 
days ago.

I re fe r  to ny le t te r  of November 5th 
describing four palac-ea nhIch I Investigated with the 
idoa o f a possible purchase o f one for you. The second 
des rIbed is that of Pe naraadii do Duero* The rea l owners 
are ..eeping very much in the background and the sale 
is entrusted to the tenant-lessee* The orice demanded 
is 350,000 pesetas -abou t [55,000. I had been told 
months ago that ‘.¿90,000 was asked and this is the figure 
I quoted in my le t te r  o f the 5th.

In a l l  ay prices quoted fo r monuments 
of th is sort (the monastery included) I have given you 
a net price including my commission, expenses of trave l, 
measuring o f monument, preparation o f drawings, super­
in tendance o f demolition and packing, and the Important 
question o f Invoicing. retaining fo r myself a modest
prof i t  a l l  th is amounts up to between 20 and 25 / of the 
cost price o f the e d if ic e ; I have numerous assistants 
to pay, and in the course o f a lx or eight months the 
motor hire alone becomes a great item.

Therefor© the Palace o f Pe'lar&nda (aside 
from the expenses o f demolition, packing, and transporta­
tion ) would cost you about 165,000. In addition a t 'le a s t  
• 5000 would have to be put in to keep everybody quiet and 
in good humor; I re fe r  to the town and provincial o f f ic ia ls

So much fo r the cost o f the palace, I 
have just made another tr ip  and I find  myself somewhat 
less enthusiastic over the venture than before. Pedaranda 
has recently received a great deal o f pub licity ; f iv e  
years ago i t  was declared a Provincial onument (which 
¿lakes exportation d i f f i c u l t ) ;  at present there is a 
movement on foot to make i t  a national onuraent (in  which 
case i t  is  nailed down tigh t fo r e v e r ).

. : . w m  m  i ■silfi «gii*
.
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Three days ago I went over the Palace very 
care fu lly ; at f i r s t  glance I t  seems in fa ir  shape but 
the truth is It. Is quite delapidadea. iueh of the fine 
ornament of the In terio r is In delicate carved plaster, 
very d i f f ic u lt  to export and restore; furthermore the 
ce ilin gs , onco magnificent are in bad repair. The ex­
te r io r  can boast o f only the main entrance, which in 
I t s e l f  however ie ones! o f the fin es t portals of the 
Renaissance in Spain. But beyond this feature there ia 
not oven a window that would warrant exportation.

The question o f a palace for you then r e ­
solves i t s e l f  to the third and fourth examples described, 
in the provinces o f badiz ai*& Leon respectively . Both 
of these are absolutely unknown and feasib le  propositions. 
That o f Leon impresses me very much, and I must make 
tho tr ip  with my large camera". The ex terio r in this 
case also presents nothing; but on the other hand the 
patio is exceedingly beautifu l, likewise the sbairhail. 
There are in addition a half-dozen good portals, a fa ir  
chimney piece and a l l  the good, but simple, of
the principal of second flo o r . This could be had net 
(aside from demolition, transportation etc) fo r  between 
'£35* 000. and 140,000.

You w il l  understand this le t te r  better once 
the f i r s t  one concerning these palaces ha been sent 
on to you by vise .‘organ.

hay I thank you here fo r your promptness In 
sending the §10,000 £o be used In the demolition o f the 
'onaetery of Sacramania, ext woek I commence hauling 

a portion of the Monastery to the railroad and starting 
it  on its  way to the port o f shipment. From December 
to arch I can haul nothing as the wretched roads w ill 
permit o f no moving at a l l .

Awaiting your instructions and thanking 
you fo r your attention, believe me,

Very tru ly,

ARTHUR BYNE



November 24, 
1 9  2 5

KattooA & Company,
516 Battery St#,
San Francisco.

Attention: Mr. Leggett

Dear Mr* Leggett:

We onlose herewith United States 

Customs Owner's Declaration, covering a shipment 

o f s ix  cases received on the S.S. Mongolia at San 

Francisco on October 5th# Same has been executed 

by Mr. W* B. Hearst#

Yours very tru ly ,

LeFiF


