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Sharese King, a native of Rochester, NY, attended the University of Rochester and graduated in 2012. Currently, she is a PhD candidate in linguistics at Stanford University. Her research interests include investigating cross-dialectal variation using perception methods, as well as examining the construction of race using language.  
About Tonight’s Lecture

Rachel Jeantel, a close friend of Trayvon Martin, testified in George Zimmerman’s trial. She received much public scrutiny about the way she spoke, often being referred to as uneducated and ignorant. The criticism she received is not much different from the linguistic discrimination speakers of African American Vernacular English (AAVE) receive. Contrary to the beliefs that Rachel’s speech was “ungrammatical,” we show that, like other AAVE speakers, Rachel follows systematic linguistic patterns, which are consistent across AAVE speakers throughout the United States. These features include copula deletion, and –s absence in possessive, plural, and 3rd singular present contexts. In addition to assessing her speech, the implications of being an AAVE speaker in the courtroom will be discussed, revealing gaps in research on the intelligibility of AAVE. Furthermore, perception studies will be reviewed, which have examined how speaking a stigmatized dialect affects credibility ratings. This discussion ends with suggestions on what can be done to reduce the inequities AAVE speakers face in the courtroom.
