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PURPOSE 

The purpose of my Sabbatical Leave in spring 2009, was to support my work on a text entitled 

Understanding Second Language Acquisition: Theory to Practice. This book focuses on research 

based practice as it pertains to the education of students whose native language is other than 

English.  Work included research, case study development, teacher interviews, writing drafts and 

attendance at meetings with experts in the field and one conference presentation. 

ACTIVITIES COMPLETED 

Research 

I conducted background research in several ways.  First, I visited classrooms which serve 

linguistically diverse students.  As a way of connecting the content of the book to “real” practice 

– each chapter is designed around a case study.  Each case study is based on the classroom, 

teacher and the children who I observed.  Classroom visits lasted up to 2 hours and the 

observations were open-ended.  I also interviewed teachers about their practice and thinking 

about current trends in curriculum and instruction related to ELL’s.   I was interested in gaining 

insight into current practice and curriculum used by teachers with their English Language 

Learners.   



I spent regularly scheduled hours at the UCLA library to uncover current scholarship related to 

ELL’s.  Additional time was spent searching CSUCI’s  digital library to uncover research and 

develop a working bibliography for inclusion in a critical review of the literature.  Chapter One 

begins with the theoretical framework and includes a review of the relevant and current literature 

in the field.  Additionally, each chapter incorporates current scholarship and practice as it relates 

to the specific content.  Time spent in the library and searching on-line data bases was vital to 

this work.   

Writing & Chapter Development 

The first three chapters of the text are devoted to the development of theory for pre-credential 

and practicing educators.  For example - Chapter 1 is titled -  “What do teachers need to know 

about language acquisition and proficiency and why they need to know that?”  This chapter 

analyzes demographic trends with respect to the influx and movement of ELL students and their 

families across the US.  The sociopolitical and socio-cultural contexts of their communities as it 

connects (or not) to the schools they attend.  This discussion is a necessary knowledge base for 

all educators who work with ELL students.  The chapter ends with a discussion and analysis (of 

the literature) on what constitutes effective practice and moves toward a model for a new 

pedagogy.  Chapters 4, 5 and 6 focus on effective instruction for beginning, intermediate and 

advanced ELLs.  These chapters focus primarily on practice and strategies for classroom use.  

The development and writing of the case-studies were especially helpful in shaping these 

chapters, based on the classroom observations and teacher interviews.  Chapter 8 focuses on 

younger ELL learners and includes specific information on scaffolding content based on the 

level of English proficiency.  Again, this was supported by the case study approach intertwined 

with related theory and scholarship.  Chapter 9 focuses on Adolescent learners and Chapter 10 



considers Elements of effective instruction for ELLs.  Chapter 10 – Elements of Effective 

Instruction for ELLs, is the last chapter and addresses specific elements that lead to effective 

instruction.   Writing is in the final stage and the publisher has adjusted the timeline for 

publication to summer 2010.   

Paper Presentations  at the American Education Research (AERA) Conference, San Diego, CA, 

April 2009 

Last Spring 2009, I presented a co-authored paper at the annual meeting of the American 

Education Research Association (AERA).  The paper, “Language, Policy and Practice in the 

Context of Demographic Shift,” which was part of an invited session.  This paper serves as the 

framework for the demographic section of the text.  It is the culmination of hours of research and 

writing, with respect to the influx of ELL’s across the nation’s schools and the challenges 

associated with an under or un-trained teaching force.   Additionally, I co-authored a research 

paper related to the preparation of California teachers to address the needs of the ethno-

linguistically diverse student:  Are California Teachers Qualified to Meet English Learners’ 

Needs? An Investigation into the Impact of Teacher Education Reform in the 21st Century.  I 

attended various sessions related to recent scholarship in the field. 

Summary 

The Sabbatical Leave afforded me the opportunity to conduct background research for the text, 

Understanding Second Language Acquisition:  Theory to Practice.  The time spent researching 

included library, on-line searching and the development  and writing of a bibliography and 

critical review of the literature to support the work.  I also spent time visiting classrooms, 

conducting classroom observations and interviews.  Each of these activities evolved into content 



for the text.  Attendance at the annual  meeting of the American Education Research Association 

allowed me to present two peer-reviewed and co-authored papers related to the subject matter.   

 
 
 
 

Partial Bibliography – English Language Learners 
 
Ahlquist, R., Berlak, A. Vega-Castaneda, L., Lea, V. & Montaño, T. (2004). The state of 
teacher education: Standardized tests, government regulations suffocating public 
education curriculum (Drafted by Harold Berlak). California Faculty, 14-17. 
 
California Commission on Teacher Credentialing. (2001/Revised 2007). Standards of 
quality and effectiveness for teacher preparation programs for preliminary multiple 
and single subject teaching credentials. Sacramento: Author. Retrieved July 6, 2008 
from http://www.ctc.ca.gov/educator-prep/standards/AdoptedPreparationStandards.pdf 
 
California Department of Education. (2008). State of California education profile fiscal 
year: 2006-2007. Retrieved July 15, 2008 from http://www.ed-data.k12.ca.us 
 
Darling-Hammond, L., LaFlors, J., & Snyder, J. (2001). Educating teachers for California’s 
future. Teacher education quarterly, 9-55. 
 
Gándara, P., Maxwell-Jolly, J. & Driscoll, A. (2005). Listening to teachers of English 
language learners. Santa Cruz, CA: Center for the Future of Teaching and Learning. 
 
Gándara, P. Maxwell-Jolly, J. & Rumberger, R. (2008). Resource needs for English learners: 
Getting down to policy recommendations. UC LMRI Newsletter, 17(3), 1-3. 
 
García, E. E. and Curry-Rodriguez, J. E. (2000). The education of limited English proficient 
students in California Schools. Bilingual Research Journal, 24(1 & 2), 1-21. 
 
Montaño, T., Ulanoff, S. H., Quintanar-Sarellana, R., and Aoki, L. (2005). The 
DEbilingualization of California’s Prospective Teachers. Social Justice, 32(3), 103-21. 
 
NCES. (2008). Participation in education. Retrieved July 21, 2008 from 
http://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/2007/section1/table.asp?tableID=663 
 
NCES. (2007a). The nation’s report card reading 2007: National assessment of educational 
progress at grades 4 and 8. Washington, DC: US Department of Education. Retrieved 
July 7, 2008 from http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pdf/main2007/2007496.pdf 
 
NCES. (2007b). The nation’s report card mathematics 2007: National assessment of 
educational progress at grades 4 and 8. Washington, DC: US Dept. of Ed. Retrieved 

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/educator-prep/standards/AdoptedPreparationStandards.pdf
http://www.ed-data.k12.ca.us/
http://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/2007/section1/table.asp?tableID=663
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pdf/main2007/2007496.pdf


July 7, 2008 from http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pdf/main2007/2007494.pdf 
 
Rumberger, R. W. and Gándara, P. (2000). Crucial issues in California Education: The 
schooling of English learners. UC LMRI Newsletter, Vol. 9, No. 3, pp. 1-2. 
Ulanoff, S. H. (in press). California’s implementation of Proposition 227: Focus on teacher 
ed.. In G. McField. (Eds.). Appropriate action for ELs. UK: Multilingual Matters. 
 
Ulanoff, S. H., Pucci, S. L. and Quiocho, A. (2003). Examining the reading comprehension 
skills of second language learners in a skills-based English reading program. Paper 
presented at the annual meeting of the NCTE, San Francisco, CA. 
 
Ulanoff, S. H. and Vega-Castaneda, L. (2003). Four years after 227: What about reading 
instruction for English learners? AERA, Chicago, IL. 
 
Wechsler, M. E. & Shields, P. M. (2008). Teaching quality in California: A new perspective 
to guide policy. Santa Cruz, CA: The Center for the Future of Teaching and Learning 

 

 

 

Partial Bibliography – Demographic Shift 

 

Cosentino de Cohen, C., Deterding, N. & Clewell, B. C. (2005). Who’s left behind? Immigrant 
children in high and low LEP schools. Washington, D.C.: The Urban Institute. 

EdSource. (2008). Concentration of English learners in California by County. English learners in 
California: What the numbers say. Retrieved March 22, 2009 from 
http://www.edsource.org/pub_ELvitalstats3-08.html.  

Evans, B. A. & Hornberger, N. H. (2005). No child left behind: Repealing and unpeeling federal 
language education policy in the United States. Language Policy, 4, 87-106.  

Fry, R. (2007). How far behind in math and reading are English language learners? 
Washington, DC: Pew Hispanics Center.  

Gándara, P., Maxwell-Jolly, J. and Driscoll, A. (2005). Listening to teachers of English language 
learners: A survey of California teachers’ challenges, experiences, and professional 
development needs.  Santa Cruz, CA: The Center for the Future of Teaching and 
Learning. 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pdf/main2007/2007494.pdf
http://www.edsource.org/pub_ELvitalstats3-08.html


Gándara, P., Rumberger, R., Maxwell-Jolly, J. and Callahan, R., (2003). English Learners in 
California Schools: Unequal resources, unequal outcomes. Education Policy Analysis 
Archives, 11(36). Retrieved May 15, 2007 from http://epaa.asu.edu/epaa/v11n36/.   

García, E. E. and Curry-Rodriguez, J. E. (2000). The education of limited English proficient 
students in California Schools: An assessment of the influence of Proposition 227 on 
selected districts and schools. Bilingual Research Journal, Vol. 24, Nos. 1 & 2., pp. 1-21. 

García, O., Kleifgen, J. A., & Falchi, L. (2008). From English learners to emergent bilinguals. 
Equity matters: Research Review #1. New York: Teachers College, Columbia. 

Lopez, E. (1999). Major demographic shifts occurring in California. Paper presented to the 
WESTRENDS Board at the Council of State Governments-West Annual Meeting. 

Luebke, F.C. (1980). Legal restrictions on foreign languages in the Great Plains states, 1917-
1923. In P. Schach (Ed.), Languages in conflict: Linguistic acculturation on the Great 
Plains (pp. 1-19). Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press. 

Menken, K. (2006). Teaching to the Test: How No Child Left Behind Impacts Language Policy, 
Curriculum, and Instruction for English Language Learners. Bilingual Research Journal, 
30(2), 521-546. 

Source: Myers, D. (2008). Thinking Ahead About Our Immigration Future: New Trends and 
Mutual Benefits in Our Aging Society. Immigration Policy: In Focus, 6(1); 

Myers, D. & Pitkin, J. (2001). Demographic future for California. Los Angeles, CA: Dynamics 
Group, School of Policy, Planning, and Development, USC. 

Montaño, T., Ulanoff, S. H., Quintanar-Sarellana, R., and Aoki, L. (2005). The 
DEbilingualization of California’s Prospective Teachers. Social Justice, 32(3). 

National Center for Educational Statistics. (2007). Status and trends in the education of racial 
and ethnic minorities. Washington, DC: US Department of Education, Institute of 
Educational Sciences. Retrieved February 12, 2009 from 
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2007/minoritytrends/.  

National Center for Educational Statistics. (2005). National assessment of educational progress: 
The nation’s report card. Washington, DC: US Department of Education, Institute of 
Educational Sciences. Retrieved July 30, 2007 from 
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pdf/main2005/2006451.pdf. 

National Center for Education Statistics. (2002). Schools and staffing survey, 1999-2000. 
Overview of the data for public, private, public charter, and Bureau of Indian Affairs 
elementary and secondary schools. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, 
Office of Educational Research and Improvement. 

http://epaa.asu.edu/epaa/v11n36/
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2007/minoritytrends/
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pdf/main2005/2006451.pdf


Pitt, L. (1976). We Americans. Volume I. Colonial times to 1877. Glenview, IL: Scott Foresman. 

Rumberger, R. W. and Gándara, P. (2000). Crucial issues in California Education: The schooling 
of English learners. UC LMRI Newsletter, Vol. 9, No. 3, pp. 1-2. 

Sleeter, C. (2003).  Reform and Control: An Analysis of SB 2042. Teacher Education Quarterly. 

U.S. Census Bureau. (2009). State and county quickfacts: California. Washington, DC: Author. 
Retrieved March 22, 2009 from http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/06000.html. 

U.S. Department of Education. (2001). No child left behind. Washington, DC: Author. Retrieved 
July 30, 2007 from www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml. 

Wiley, T. G. (1997). Myths about Language Diversity and Literacy in the United States. Eric 
Digest # ED407881. Washington, DC: Adjunct Eric Clearinghouse for ESL Literacy 
Education. Retrieved March 29, 2009 from http://www.ericdigests.org/1998-1/myths.htm.  

Wiese, A. & Garcia, E. E. (1998). The Bilingual Education Act: Language minority students and 
equal educational opportunity. Bilingual research journal, 22(1), pp. 1-18. 

 

 

http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/06000.html
http://www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml
http://www.ericdigests.org/1998-1/myths.htm

