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Sergio La Porta
Joins Armenian
Studies Program
At Fresno State

FRESNO, Calif. — The world may have recent-
ly become flat for some, but Armenians have
longstanding connections to the nations of the
world, according to Dr. Sergio La Porta, the
new Haig and Isabel Berberian endowed chair
in Armenian Studies at California State
University, Fresno.

“Armenians have always been part of the fab-
ric of the world,” said La Porta. “They are one
of the few cultures still around after 3,000
years. There are not many cultures that can say
that they have had a continuous presence and
continuous cultural production for that length
of time.”

La Porta arrived at Fresno State this fall
after teaching since 2009 at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, Israel. He joins the
Armenian Studies program, which is coordinat-
ed by Barlow Der
Mugrdechian.

One reason La
Porta considered
Fresno State is
because of the
Armenian pres-
ence in the
Valley.

=1 think
Armenian studies
programs  are
really dependant
on community
support, it enrich-
es the program
when you have
that interaction,”
said La Porta. “There is a strong Armenian
community here and this program is a way for
them to be a voice in the university, as well as
a way for the university to give back to the
Armenian community in recognition of every-
thing the community has given to the Central
Valley.”

Sergio La Porta
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Collaboration and development of graduate
level courses that use an interdisciplinary
approach are part of La Porta’s vision for the
Armenian Studies Program.

“You can't just study Armenian studies in iso-
lation,” said La Porta.

“It should be studied within a multidiscipli-
nary framework that is able to go beyond bor-
ders, beyond languages to get at more universal
developments in culture and the humanities.”

With an English, Dutch and Italian heritage,
La Porta may seem an unlikely match for
Armenian studies. However his life is very inter-
twined with the culture to which he has devot-
ed his career.

“I wish that I could say I fell in love with
my wife and then decided on Armenian stud-
ies,” says La Porta. “It's actually the oppo-
site. I chose Armenian studies, which then
allowed me to meet my wife. Now my daugh-
ter attends the Armenian school here in
Fresno. Armenian culture is part of every
aspect of my life.”

La Porta holds a PhD in Armenian studies
from Harvard University and a bachelor’s
degree in Indology and Middle Eastern Studies
from Columbia University.

He studied Second Temple Judaism and early
Christianity at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, Israel and Sanskrit, Pali and Tibetan
during a year abroad at Oxford University.
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Dr. Sergio La Porta Joins Armenian  “You can't just study Armenian
Studies Program at Fresno State

FRESNO - The world may have
recently become flat for some, but
Armenians have longstanding con-
nections to the nations of the world.
according to Dr. Sergio La Porta, the
new Haig and Isabel Berberian en-
dowed chair in Armenian Studies at
California State University, Fresno.

“Armenians have always been
part of the fabric of the world,” said
La Porta. “They are one of the few

cultures still around after 3.000
years. There are not many cultures
that can say that they have had a
continuous presence and continuous
cultural production for that length
of time.” s
La Porta arrived at Fresno State
this fall after teaching since 2009 at
the Hebrew University of Jerusa-
lem, Israel. He joins the Armenian
Studies Program that is coordinat-
ed by Barlow Der Mugrdechian.

Orie reason La Porta considered
Fresno State is because of the Ar-
menian presence in the Valley.

“I think Armenian studies pro-
grams are really dependant on com-
munity support, it enriches the pro-
gram when you have that interac-
tion,” said La Porta. “There is a
strong Armenian community here
and this program is a way for them
to be a voice in the university, as
well as a way for the university to
give back to the Armenian commu-
nity in recognition of everything the
community has given to the Central
Valley.”

Collaboration and development
of graduate level courses that use an
interdisciplinary approach are part
of La Porta’s vision for the Arme-
nian Studies Program.

studies in isolation,” said La Porta.

With an English, Dutch and Ital-
ian heritage, La Porta may seem an
unlikely match for Armenian stud-

ies. However his life is very inter-

twined with the culture to which he

has devoted his career.

“I wish that I could say I fell in
love with my wife and then decided
on Armenian studies,” says La Por-
ta. “It’s actually the opposite. I
chose Armenian studies, which then
allowed me to meet my wife. Now
my daughter attends the Armenian
school here in Fresno. Armenian
culture is part of every aspect of my
life.” L

La Porta holds a Ph.D. in Arme-
nian studies from Harvard Univer-
sity and a B.A. in Indology and
Middle Eastern Studies from Co-
lumbia University.

La Porta’s resume also includes
study of Second Temple Judaism
and early Christianity at the Hebrew
Untversity of Jerusalem, Israel and
Sanskrit, Pali and Tibetan during a
year abroad at Oxford University.
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JSAS Publishes New Volume

The latest issue of the Journal of
the Society for Arimenian Studies,
Vol. 18, No. 1, has just been released
and includes eight original essays
covering a wide range of subjects
as well as a most interesting re-
search note and a commentary arti-
cle.

Robert W. Thomson’s contribu-
tion, “Armenian Biblical Commen-
taries: The State of Research,”
which was first delivered at the SAS
35th Anniversary Conference at
UCLA in March 2009, is accompa-
nied by a detailed bibliography that
will greatly facilitate additional re-
search on this critical topic. Anoth-
er paper first delivered at the Anni-
versary Conference is-by Tamara
Tonoyan on “HIV/AIDS in Arme-
nia: Migration as a Socio-Econom-
ic and Cultural Component of Wom-
en’s Risk Settings,” which incorpo-
rates fresh materials seldom avail-
able in print. Both Ohannes Geu-
kjian, with an essay titled “Arme-
nian Political Parties in Lebanon
After the 1989 Ta'if Accord,” and
Kari Neely with her “Lebanese Lit-
erary Reflections of Soviet Arme-
nian Repatriation,” add to our
knowledge of Armenian political
parties in Lebanon and how literary
reflections of Soviet Armenian re-
patriation were perceived in that
Middle Eastern state.

This issue of the JSAS includes,
the four remaining papers of the
project “A Century of Armenians in
America: New Social Science Re-
search,” a collection that is the re-
sult of Anny Bakalian’s initiative.
Previously-published papers in the
series by Knarik Avakian, Claudia
Der-Martirosian, Margaret Manoo-
gian, Ani Yazedjian, and Ben Alex-
ander are now supplemented by crit-
ical essays by Ani C. Moughamian,
“Talking About our Culture: Under-
standing Traditions, Identity, Com-
munity, and Schooling Through Ar-
menian-American Children’s Narra-
tives: Matthew Ari Jendian, “Inter-
marriage Among Armenian-Amer-
icans: Implications for Armenian-
American  Communities and
Churches™; Talin Sesetyan, “Inter-
marriage Among Armenian-Amer-
icans in New York City and North-

Tara Yaralian, Aghop Der-Karabe-
tian, and Tomas Martinez, “Accul-
turation, Ethnic Identity, and Psy-
chological Functioning Among Ar-
menian-American Young Adults.”
Together these contributions shed
important light on the state of Ar-
menians in the United States and
raise important questions to ponder.
The Journal also includes a research
note by Editor Joseph Kéchichian
on the enigmatic figure of T.E.
Lawrence and his mixed views of
Armenians with several excerpts
from his extensive writings.

This issue of JSAS also inaugu-
rates a Commentary section, which
includes a think piece by Bedross
Der Matossian titled “Looming
Dangers. Turkey and Armenia:
Opening Minds, Opening Borders™
that will hopefully become a trail-
blazer. Such short reflective pieces
on issues of current concern will add
value to ongoing academic debates.

Starting with this issue of the
JSAS, the Society for Armenian
Studies adopts a semiannual sched-
ule, to further facilitate the dissem-
ination of its work. JSAS 18:2 is
scheduled for publication in the next
few weeks. Such a pace will allow
for a more regular publication
schedule that'should further encour-
age authors to accelerate their re-
search and see their work in print in
arefereed publication. Edited by Dr.
Joseph A. Kéchichian, the Journal
follows a straightforward policy
with respect to submitted essays, as
cach is read by three referees; two
outside experts who are not given
the author’s name, as well as by the
editor.

Subscriptions to JSAS may be
placed with the SAS Secretariat:
Barlow Der Mugrdechian, tele-
phone;559-278-2669 or by email at
barlowd @csufresno.edu. Individu-
al volumes of the /SAS and back
copies of volumes [-17 are also
available for purchase.

DATE: December 3, 2009
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Fresno Establishes Sister
City Relationship with the
City of Echmiadzin

FRESNO — Mayor Ashley Swearengin and Council member Andreas Borgeas
held a press conference in front of the City Hall Council Chambers on Friday,
October 30, to announce the formation of its newest Sister City partnership
between Fresno and the City of Echmiadzin, Armenia.

Pauline Basmajian and Migran Kutnerian represented the Armenian Democratic

Liberal Party (ADL) and Tekeyan Cultural Association, respectively of Fresno, jc ined
Sister City committee members and representatives of some 20 religious, political
and cultural organizations to welcome the news, including Holy Trinity Armenian

Church of Fresno, St. Paul Armenian Church of Fresno, St. Gregory Armenian
Church of Fe St. Mary Armenian Church of Yettem, the Armenian American
Citizen League (AACL), the Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU), the
Armenian National Committee (ANC), the Armenian Revolutionary Federation
(ARF), the Armenian Relief Society (ARS), the Armenian Technology Group, the
Daughters of Vartan, the Knights of Vartan, Homenetmen, Hamazkayin Cultural
Association and the Triple X Fraternity Fresno & Selma Chapters.

“The City of Fresno is blessed with a vibrant and robust Armenian community
that has contributed so much to our way of life here in Fresno and throughout
the entire San Joaquin Valley,” said Swearengin, adding, “I am proud of the efforts

see FRESNO, page 7

Front row, from left, Vahagn Bznouni, Councilmember Andreos Borgeos, Mayor

Ashley Swearengin; {second row, from left) Allan lendicn, Mary Alice Kaloostian;

(third row, from left] Hygo Ohanessian, Nishan Der Kalousdian, Bardow Na-

Mugrdechian (Photo Credit: Howard K. Watkins) i
‘\—

Fr. Vahan Gosdanian, Holy Trinity; Fr. Yeghio Hairabedian, St. Gregory, Fowler;
Council member Blong Xiong; o representative; Council member Andreas Borgeas,
founding chair and first vice chair, finance; Sevag Tateosian, SCC member;
Vahagn Bznouni, SCC Chair; Fr. Varian Kasperian, St. Mary, Yettem; Mary Alice
Kaloostian, SCC member; Fr. Arshen Aivozian, St. Paul, Fresno; Pauline Basmajian,
ADL, Allan Jendian, SCC secrelury-!réosuvcr, Anton Kismetion, KV; Nishan Der
Kalousdian, SCC member and a representative. (Photo Credit: Howard K. Watkins)
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FRESNO, from page 6
of the Fresno-Armenia Sister City Committee
and I am excited to welcome the City of
Echmiadzin to our sister city family.” The
mayor was presented with an agreement
between the two cities that both she and
Echmiadzin Mayor Karen Grigoryan signed.
Founder and chairman of the Fresno-
Armenia Sister City Committee, Council mem-
ber Borgeas stated: “Today is a great day of
pride as we celebrate our city’s Armenian cul-
ture and identity by establishing this long-
anticipated sister city relationship with the

Fresno Establishes Sister City Relationship with Echmiadzin

St il
ADL & Tekeyan Representatives ot the Press
Conference - {from left) Allan Yeghia Jendicn; a
Tekeyan rep ive; Vahagn B i, SCC
chair; and Pauline Basmajian, ADL representa-
tive [Photo Credit: Howard K. Watkins)

City of Echmiadzin. Due to the efforts of our
committee members, Fresno and Echmiadzi
will enjoy a host of new business, trade, trav-

First row, from left, Maral Kismetian, DV; Michael Devejian, AGBU; Allan Jendian, SCC Secretary-Treasurer; Council member Andreas Borgeas, Founding

el, cultural arts and educational opportuni-  Chair and First Vice Chair Finance; Mayor Ashley S gin; Vahagn 8 i, SCC Second Vice Chair; Hygo Ohanessian, SCC second V Chair
ties.” Programs; o representative, Nishan Der Kalousdian, SCC ber; a rep ive; Bedros Khderian, ARF; (back row, from left} Rosie Bedrosian, ARS; a

The Fresno-Armenia Sister City Committee  representative; Fr. Yeghia Hairabedian, St. Gregory, Fowler; partiala rep ive, Mary Ekmalian, AACL; partial - Mary Alice Kaloostian, SCC mem-
has met regularly over the past year to estab. ber; Pauline B jian, ADL; ; partial - Migran K ian, Tekeyan; Varoujan Der Simonian, Technology Group; Barlow Der

i o
Mugrdechian, SCC member. (Pho:o Credit: Howard K. Watkins)

lish a sister city with Armenia. The selection

of the City of Echmiadzin came after much

thought and discussion, “The Fresno-

Echmiadzin relationship fits the needs of Vahagn Bznouni. Bznouni recently traveled to  Der Kalousdian, Mary Alice Kaloostian, fondly reflected upon as their new
each city well; both cities present mutually ~Echmiadzin as a representative to execute the  Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Allan Yeghia Fatherland.”

beneficial opportunities in agriculture, educa- agreement with Mayor Grigoryan. He Jendian, Charles Garabedian, Yeghig Consul General Grigor Hovhannissian of

tion and business exchanges,” stated incom- acknowledged the 12-member committee: Keshishian, Hygo Ohanessian, Sevag the Republic of Armenia, who was unable to

ing Chair of the Fresno-Armenia Committee Councilman Borgeas, Anna Borgeas, Nishan  Tateosian and Philip Tavlian. attend the press conference, congratulated

Jendian, the current secretary-treasurer for everyone “on this special occasion,” adding

the committee, and a past vice chair of that “This new sister city relationship is very

Tekeyan, stated, “As a member of the diaspo- important for Armenians, taking into consid-

w» T am eveited to welcome the Citv of eration the unique historical and cultural fea-
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Journal of the Society for Armenian
Studies JSAS 18:1 is Out

The latest issue of the Journal of the Society for Armenian
Studies, Vol. 18, No. 1, has just been released and includes eight
original essays covering a wide range of subjects as well as a most
interesting research note and a commentary article.

Robert W. Thomson’s contribution, “Armenian Biblical

Commentaries: The State of Research,” which was first delivered
at the SAS 35th Anniversary Conference at UCLA in March 2009, .
is accompanied by a detailed bibliography that will greatly
facilitate additional research on this critical topic. Another paper
first delivered at the Anniversary Conference is by Tamara
Tonoyan on “HIV/AIDS in Armenia: Migration as a Socio-
Economic and Cultural Component of Women’s Risk Settings,”
which incorporates fresh materials seldom available in print. Both
Ohannes Geukjian, with an essay titled “Armenian Political Parties
‘in Lebanon After the 1989 Ta’if Accord,” and Kari Neely with her
“Lebanese Literary Reflections of Soviet Armenian Repatriation,”
add to our knowledge of Armenian political parties in Lebanon and
how literary reflections of Soviet Armenian repatriation were
perceived in that Middle Eastern state.

This issue of the JSAS includes the four remaining papers of
the project “A Century of Armenians in America: New Social
Science Research,” a collection that is the result of Anny
Bakalian’s initiative. Previously-published papers in the series by
Knarik Avakian, Claudia Der-Martirosian, Margaret Manoogian,
Ani Yazedjian, and Ben Alexander are now supplemented by
critical essays by Ani C. Moughamian, “Talking About our
Culture: Understanding Traditions, Identity, Community, and
Schooling Through Armenian-American Children’s Narratives;
Matthew ~ Ari  Jendian, “Intermarriage Among  Armenian-
Americans:  Implications for Armenian-American Communities
and Churches™; Talin Sesetyan, “Intermarriage Among Armenian-
Americans in New York City and Northern New Jersey (1995-
2005)”; and Tara Yaralian, Aghop Der-Karabetian, and Tomas
Martinez, “Acculturation, Ethnic Identity, and Psychological
Functioning Among Armenian-American Young Adults.”

DATE: November 18, 2009
PAGE:_1 of 1

Together these contributions shed important light on the state
of Armenians in the United States and raise important questions to
ponder. The Journal also includes a research note by Editor Joseph
Kéchichian on the enigmatic figure of T.E. Lawrence and his
mixed views of Armenians with several excerpts from his
extensive writings. =

This issue of JSAS also inaugurates a Commentary section,
which includes a think piece by Bedross Der Matossian titled
“Looming Dangers. Turkey and Armenia:  Opening Minds,
Opening Borders™ that will hopefully become a trailblazer. Such
short reflective pieces on issues of current concern will add value
to ongoing academic debates. :

Starting with this issue of the JSAS, the Society for Armenian
Studies adopts a semiannual schedule, to further facilitate the
dissemination of its work. JSAS 18:2 is scheduled for publication
in the next few weeks. Such a pace will allow for a more regular
publication schedule that should further encourage authors to

accelerate their research and see their work in print in a refereed
publication. Edited by Dr. Joseph A. Kéchichian, the Jowrnal
follows a straightforward policy with respect to submitted essays,
as each is read by three referees; two outside experts who are not
given the author’s name, as well as by the editor. '

Subscriptions to JSAS may be placed with the SAS Secretariat:
Barlow Der Mugrdechian, telephone, 559-278-2669 or by email at
barlowd@csufresno.edu. Individual volumes of the JSAS and back
copies of volumes 1-17 are also available for purchase.
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Relationship With Etchmiadz o

FRESNO - Mayor Ashley Swear-
engin and Councilmember Andreas
Borgeas held a press conference in
front of the City Hall Council
Chambers on October 30, to an-
nounce the formation of its newest
Sister City partnership between
Fresno and the City of Etchmladzm
Armenia.

Yeghig Keshishian, Western Re-
gion Director for the Armenian As-
sembly of America and a member
of the Sister City Committee, joined
fellow committee members and rep-
resentatives of some 20 religious,
political and cultural organizations
to welcome the news, including
Holy Trinity Armenian Church of
Fresno, St. Paul Armenian Chu;ch
of Fresno, St. Gregory Armenian
Church of Fowler, St. Mary Arme-
nian Church of Yettem, Armenian
Democratic Liberal Party (ADL),
Armenian American Citizen League
(AACL), Armenian General Benev-
olent Union (AGBU), Armenian
National Committee (ANC), Arme-
nian Revolutionary Federation
(ARF), Armenian Relief Society
(ARS), Armenian Technology
Group, Daughters of Vartan,
Knights of Vartan, Homenetmen,
Hamazkayeen Cultural Association,
Tekeyan Cultural Association, and
the Triple X Fraternity Fresno &

- Fresno MayorAshley Swearengin

flanked by Councilman Andreas
Borgeas (left). and SCC Chair
Vahagn Bznouni.
Selma Chapters.

“The City of Fresno is blessed
with a vibrant and robust Armenian
community that has contributed so
much to our way of life here in Fres-
no and throughout the entire San
Joaquin Valley,” said Mayor
Swearengin, and “I am proud of the
efforts of the Fresno-Armenia Sis-
ter City Committee and I am excit-
ed to welcome the City of Etchmi-
adzin to our sister city family.” The
Mayor was presented with an agree-
ment between the two cities that was
signed by herself and Etchmiadzin
Mayor Karen Grigoryan.

PAGE:_1 of 2
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“Fresno - especially given Fresno’s

affiliation of being a town which
early Armenian immigrants, and
noted Fresno born author William
Saroyan, fondly reflected upon as
their new Fatherland.”

"The Assembly looks forward to
supporting the Sister City relation-
ship between Fresno and Etchmi-
adzin as it strengthens the existing
bonds between America and Arme-
nia,” stated Keshishian. “As a voice
for the Diaspora on matters pertain-
ing to political affairs. we commend
the vision and leadership of Mayor
Swearengin, Councilmember Bor-
geas and the Committee for their
due diligence and commitment.”

Armenian Consul General Grig-
or Hovhannissian, who was unable
to be present for the press confer-
ence, congratulated everyone “on
this special occasion,” adding that
“This new sister city relationship is
very important for Armenians tak-
ing into consideration the unique
historical and cultural features of the
City of Etchmiadzin and the fact that
Fresno is home to the oldest Arme-

ARCHIVE

Founding Chairman of the Fres-

no-Armenia Sister City Committee,
Councilmember Andreas Borgeas
stated: “Today is a great day of
pride as we celebrate our City’s
Armenian culture and identity by
establishing this long-anticipated
sister city relationship with the City
of Etchmiadzin. Due to the efforts
of our committee members, Fresno
and Etchmiadzin will enjoy a host
of new business, trade, travel, cul-
tural arts-and educational opportu-
nities.”

The Fresno-Armenia Sister City
Committee has met regularly over
the past year to establish a sister city
with Armenia. The selection of the
City of Etchmiadzin came after
much thought and discussion.

“The Fresno-Etchmiadzin rela-
tionship fits the needs of each city
well; both cities present mutually
beneficial opportunities in agricul-
ture, education, and business ex-
changes,” stated incoming Chair of
the Fresno-Armenia Committee
Vahagn Bznouni.

Bznouni recently traveled to

nian-American community in Cali- Etchmiadzin as a representative to

fornia with a rich spiritual and cul-

tural heritage.”

execute the-agreement with Mayor
Grigoryan. He acknowledged the
12-member committee: Council-
man Borgeas, Anna Borgeas, Nis-
han Der Kalousdian, Mary Alice
Kaloostian, Barlow Der Mugrde-
chian, Allan Jendian, Charles Ga-
rmian, Yeghig Keshishian, Hygo
Ohanessian, Sevag Tateosian and .
Philip Tavlian.

Jendian, the current Secretary-
Treasurer for the Committee, and
an Assembly representative, stated
that “As’a member of the Diaspo-
ra, L am excited to welcome the City
of Etchmiadzin as a sister city to

{03
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Armenian Studies Program postwar exhib

t in library

=t ©

—comear oW1 VI.IV\J

Brianna Campbell / The Collegian
g of “Légion Arméni The A i Legion and Its Heroism in the Middle East”

The Armenian Studies Program will sponsor three events in November. The program started with the op
on Nov. 1. The exhibit is on the second floor of the Henry Madden Library and will be on display through Nov. 20. The Armenian Library and of A loped the exhibit to honor the
Legi ires for their ion. The exhibit emphasizes the formation, training, military action and postwar activities of World War | through tives and photograpt
Other events taking place are a performance of Armenian music on Nov. 8 at 8 p.m. in the Fresno State Concert Hall and a lecture from Armenian studles professor Dr. Sergio La Porta on Nov. 12
tact the A ian studies program at 559-278-2669.

in the Alice Peter's Auditorium. For more information
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Conference on Armenian Writers
At UCLA

November 6 to 8, 2009

‘Popper Auditorium in Schoenberg Hall, UCLA
Organized by the Ministry of Culture of Armenia, Writers Union of Armenia
and Friends of UCLA Armenian Language and Culture Studies

svember 6 and 7 — 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. - November 8 -2 to S p.m.

Speakers and Panels on Issues and Achievements [
of Armenian Authors Writing in Languages other |
than Armenian (Otaragir Groghner) |

irticipants: A delegation of writers and translators from Armenia

wrticipating Writers: Diana Der Hovanessian, Peter Sourian, Alicia Ghiragossian,
Mark Arax, Kay Mouradian, Ken Janjigian and others.

terary Presentations by David Calonne, Peter Cowe, Barlow Der Mugrdechian,
Alan Whitehorn, Osheen Keshishian, Hagop GulTudjian. and others.

lso: X
OVEMBER 6 — Exhibition OF Art Works at Kerckhoff Gallery, UCLA. Opening
2:30 p.m. Will run during the conference.
°  William Saroyan’s play “The Hungerers”, Jan Popper Auditorium, UCLA, 8 p.m.
For tickets call (310) 825-2101
OVEMBER 7 — Concert of Contemporary and Modern Armenian Music,
Schoenberg Hall, 8 p.m. — Donation $10.00 Call (818) 986-0718
OVEMBER 8 — Presentation of Natella Paronian’s “Ellipsis™ poetry book at
Glendale Public Library, 222 E. Harvard, Glendale, 6 p.m.
° BANQUET at Kalaydjian Hall of the Western Diocese, 3325 N Glenoaks Blvd.,
Burbank, 8 p.m.
Book Exhibit by Abril Bookstore

Major Funding by Ara Abrahamyan, President of the Union of Armenians of Russia
UCLA Parking available All are Welcome For further information

At Parking Structure 2 Contact (818) 986-0718
Hilgard and Westholme or cowe(@humnet.ucla.edu
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Ara Sarafian to Speak on
Adana Massacres

FRESNO — Ara Sarafian of the Gomidas
Institute in London will deliver a lecture titled
“Remembering Adana” on Monday, October 12 at
7:30 p.m., in the Alice Peters Auditorium, Room
191 of the University Business Center on the
Fresno State campus. The lecture is co-sponsored
by the Armenian Studies Program and Armenian
Students Organization of Fresno State.

This year marks the 100th anniversary of one
of the most horrific chapters in modern
Armenian and Turkish history. The Adana
Massacres of 1909 claimed the lives of over
20,000 Armenians, resulted in massive material
losses (the Armenian quarters of Adana city
and elsewhere were burned down), and herald-
ed the genocide of Armenians only six years
later in 1915.

In his talk, Sarafian will give a power-point
presentation showing images of the city of
Adana, before and after the massacres of 1909.
He will also discuss the historiography sur-
rounding the Adana events, with particular ref-
erence to Hagop Terzian, who wrote a devastat-
ing documentary account of the events in ques-
tion. Terzian’s work has just come out in an
abridged translation into English from the
Gomidas Institute.

The lecture will end with the release of
Hagop Terzian's, Cilicia, 1909: the Massacre of
Armenians, translated by Ara Melkonian and
edited by Sarafian, (Gomidas Institute, 2009).

Sarafian is an archival historian specializing
on late Ottoman history. He is the director of
the Gomidas Institute, a leading research and
publication center related to modern Armenian
history. The Gomidas Institute is also a main
sponsor of a conference in Istanbul, Turkey, on
November 56, dedicated to the Adana mas-
sacres of 1909.

The lecture is free and open to the public.

California State University, Fresno * 5245 N Backer Ave PB4 ¢ Fresno, CA 93740-8001
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Scholar Ara Sarafian to Speak Oct. 12

At CSUF on ‘Remembering Adana’

FRESNO - Ara Sarafian of the
Gomidas Institute (London) will
present a lecture “Remembering
Adana™ at 7:30 PM on October 12,
in the Alice Peters Auditorium, Rm.

. 191 of the University Business Cen-

ter on the Fresno State campus.

The lecture is co-sponsored by the
Armenian Studies Program and Ar-
menian Students Organization of
Fresno State.

This year marks the 100th anni-
versary of one of the most horrific
chapters in modern Armenian and
Turkish history. The Adana massa-
cres of 1909 claimed the lives of
over 20,000 Armenians. resulted in
massive material losses (the Arme-
nian quarters of Adana city and else-
where were burned down), and her-
alded the genocide of Armenians
only six years later in 1915.

In his talk, Sarafian will give a
power-point presentation showing
images of the city of Adana, before
and after the massacres of 1909. He
will also discuss the historiography
surrounding the Adana events, with
particular reference to Hagop Ter-
zian, who wrote a devastating doc-
umentary account of the events in
question.

Terzian’s narrative soon became
a master narrative of the Adana
massacres, and his work has just
come out in an abridged translation
into English from the Gomidas In-
stitute.

The lecture will end with the re-
lease of Terzian’s Cilicia, 1909: the
Massacre of Armenians, translated
by Ara Melkonian and edited by Ara
Sarafian, (Gomidas Institute, 2009).

Ara Sarafian is an archival histo-
rian specializing on late Ottoman
history. He is the director of the

Gomidas Institute , which is a lead-
ing research and publication center
related to modern Armenian histo-
ry. In June 2009 the Gomidas Insti-
tute released, in Ankara (Turkey),
the Turkish edition of a British par-

* liamentary blue book on the Arme-

nian Genocide. The Institute is also
a main sponsor of a conference in
Istanbul (Turkey) on November 5-
6, 2009 dedicated to the Adana mas-
sacres of 1909.

The lecture is free and open to the
public. Relaxed parking will be
available in the UBC (University
Business Center) parking lot after
7:00 PM the night of the lecture. For
more information on the lecture
please contact the Armenian Stud-
ies Program at 278-2669.
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Armenian pianist plays in Fresno

By Donald Munro
The Fresno Bee

This is called planning
ahead: Almost 10 years
ago, Andreas Werz — the
artistic director of the Phil-
ip Lorenz Memorial Key-
board Concerts series —
traveled to Yerevan, Arme-
nia. There he hung out
with Aram Gharabekian,
conductor of the Arme-
nian Chamber Orchestra,
who asked Werz whether
he’d like to tag along at an
audition of an astounding
young pianist.

Werz agreed, and after
listening to the 12-year-old
girl play, he was im-
pressed. Her name: Nareh
Arghamanyan.

“That’s how I heard her
for the first time,” Werz
says.

Fast forward to today.
Arghamanyan, now 20, is
the opening artist for the
new season of the highly
regarded Keyboard Con-
certs series at California
State University, Fresno.

CONCERT INFO

Nareh Arghamanyan, 8
p.m. today, Fresno State
‘Concert Hall. Tickets: $18,
$12 seniors, $5 student. De-
tails: keyboardconcerts.com,
(559) 278-2337.

In 2008, Arghamanyan
was the first-prize winner
at the 2008 Montreal Inter-
national Music Competi-
tion.

When Werz heard about
the honor, he knew she’d
be a great pianist to bring
in for the series, which
prides itself both on pre-
senting well-known veter-
an performers and up-and-
coming artists.

Arghamanyan is a gradu-
ate of the esteemed Vienna
Music Conservatory and
has already appeared in
major venues in the Unit-
ed States, Russia, Germa-
ny, France and Switzer-
land. A recent review in
the Salt Lake Tribune de-
clared that she “is des-
tined to have a major inter-
national career.”

Nareh Arghamanyan

Her performance is co-
sponsored by Fresno
State’s Armenian Studies
Program.

Arghamanyan will per-
form works by Men-
delssohn, Schumann, Rach-
maninoff and Tchaikovsky/
Pletnev.

For Werz, the concert
will remind him of a talent-
ed girl that he heard a long
time ago, half a world
away.

“I wasn’t going to forget
her;” he says.

P The reporter can be
reached at
dmunro@fresnobee.com or
(559) 441-6373. Read his
blog at
fresnobeehive.com/author/d
onald_munro.
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Turkish group makes
gesture to students

By Michael Doyle
Bee Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — New
scholarships will enable Ar-
menian-American students
to study in Turkey, a ges-
ture prompted by diplomat-
ic progress made by two
long-feuding countries.

The scholarships for 100
American students of
Armenian descent will fi-
nance a semester at any
Turkish or Turkish Cypriot
university. The Turkish Co-
alition of America is offer-
ing the $2,000 scholarships
in hopes of changing minds.

“We hope to encourage di-
alogue between Turks and
Armenians, so that future
generations won'’t have the
burden of this animosity,”
coalition president Lincoln
McCurdy said Monday.
“The shared history of both
cultures has been overshad-
owed by hostility for far too
long.”

The scholarships could
prove particularly enticing
in regions like the San
Joaquin Valley, home to
tens of thousands of Armen-

B\

russia | Armenia

; \f\“\_\.ﬁ_ & 3
Blick - ~o// A
Sea GEORGIA /A )
L RS S
AZERBAIJAN

THE FRESNO BEE

ian-Americans. California
State University, Fresno,
hosts both an Armenian
Studies Program and the
nationwide Society for Ar-
menian Studies, which
sSpans many campuses.

Each year, roughly 10
Fresno State students grad-
uate with a minor in
Armenian Studies, and doz-
ens more take history, arts
and language courses
through the program.

But the new scholarships
also provoke questions in
some Armenian-American
circles, as do the broader
talks now under way be-
tween Turkey and Armen-
ia.

The two countries have

See STUDY, Page A5
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been at odds for nearly a
century over events be-
tween 1915 and 1923, when
by some estimates upward
of 1.5 million Armenians
died during the final years
of the Ottoman Empire be-
fore Turkey was founded.
The Turkish government
blames the deaths on civil
war. Armenians call the
deaths genocide.

“There’s always skepti-
cism, because of Turkey’s
attitude in the past,” noted
Barlow Der Mugrdechian,
Me
Armenian Studies Pro-
gram. “Until Turkey recog-
nizes the [Armenian] geno-
cide, there’s always going to
be skepticism.”

Der Mugrdechian said he
would need to learn more
about the scholarship’s de-
tails before he could evalu-
ate it.

More broadly, though, he
noted that San Joaquin Val-
ley Armenian-Americans
have concerns that the
Turkish-Armenian diplo-
matic breakthrough an-
nounced recently was ac-
complished in part through
trading away a formal Ar-
menian genocide recogni-
tion.

On Aug. 31, following ne-
gotiations brokered by
Swiss go-betweens, Turkey
and Armenia unveiled a
roadmap toward mutual
diplomatic recognition.
This includes six weeks for
parliamentary consider-
ation, followed by opening
of the Turkey-Armenia bor-
der within two months.

The protocols include es-
tablishing a joint historical
commission that will pre-
sumably be genocide-orient-
ed, though it is described in
a round-about way.

Armenian-American or-
ganizations and their Capi-
tol Hill allies have long

pushed for an explicit con-
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Armenia and
Turkey have been
at odds for nearly

a century over

events between

1915 and 1923,
when by some
estimates upward
of 1.5 million
Armenians died
during the final
years of the
Ottoman Empire
before Turkey
was founded.
The Turkish
government blames
the deaths on civil
war, Armenians
call the deaths
genocide.

gressional Armenian geno-
cide resolution.

With the help of succes-
sive U.S. presidents, fearful
of the diplomatic conse-
quences, Turkish officials
have resisted the genocide
resolution efforts.

The Turkish Coalition of
America was founded in
2007. It sponsors education-
al and other programs
boosting Turkey, including
the trips to Turkey spon-
sored for members of Con-
gress and staff and scholar-
ships for students.

The Coalition offers
more information at www.
turkishcoalition.org/.

P The reporter

can be reached at
mdoyle@mcclatchydc.com
or (202) 383-0006.
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Pianist NareﬁArghamanyan to Perform
In Sept. 18 Concert at Fresno State

FRESNO - Award winning pia-
nist Nareh Arghamanyan will per-

form in the opening recital of the

Philip Lorenz Memorial Keyboard
Concert Series at Fresno State. The
concert will be held at 8 p.m. on
September 18 in the Concert Hall
on the Fresno State campus.

The concert is co-sponsored by
the Armenian Studies Program of
Fresno State.

Arghamanyan will be performing
works by Mendelssohn, Schumann,
Tchaikovsky/Pletnev, and Rach-
maninoff.

Arghamanyan is the first-prize
winner of the 2008 Montreal Inter-
national Music Competition and “is
destined to have a major interna-
tional career.” (The Salt Lake Tri-
bune). She is a graduate of the Vi-

enna Music conservatory and recip-
ient of the prestigious Herbert von
Karajan Scholarship. She has ap-
peared in major venues in the Unit-
ed States, Russia, Germany, France,
and Switzerland.

General tickets for the concert are
available for $18 per person; seniors
tickets are $12 per person, and tick-
ets for students are $5., per person.

Ticket reservations for the con-
cert may be made by calling 278-
2337. Relaxed parking will be avail-
able in Lots C and V after 7 p.m.
the night of the lecture. Hospitality
following the lecture will be provid-
ed by the Knights and Daughters of
Vartan, Fresno chapters.

For more information on the con-
cert, contact the Armenian Studies
Program at (559) 278-2669.
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Pianist Nareh Arghamanyan to Perform
in Philip Lorenz Keyboard Concert at FS

FRESNO - Award winning
pianist Nareh Arghamanyan
will perform in the opening
recital of the Philip Lorenz
Memorial - Keyboard Concert
Series at Fresno State. The
concert will be held at 8:00 PM
on Friday. September 18 in the
Concert Hall on the Fresno
State campus.

l'he  concert is  co-
sponsored by the Armenian
Studies Program of Fresno
State Arghamanyan will be
performing works by Mendels-
sohn.  Schumann, Tchaiko-
vsky/Pletnev, and Rachman-
inoff.

Arghamanyan is the first-
prize winner of the 2008 Mont-
real International Music Com-
petition and "is destined to
have a major international
career." (The Salt Lake Trib-
une). She is a graduate of the
esteemed Vienna Music con-
servatory and recipient of the
prestigious Herbert von Kara-
jan Scholarship. She has ap-
peared in major venues in the
United States, Russia, Ger-
many, France, and Switzerland.

General tickets for the con-
cert are available for $18 per

Nareh Arghamanyan

person; seniors tickets are $12
per person, and tickets for stu-
dents are $5.00 per person.
Ticket reservations for the
concert may be made by call-
ing 278-2337. Relaxed parking
will be available in Lots C and
V after 7:00 PM the night of
the lecture. Hospitality follow-
ing the lecture will be provided
by the Knights and Daughters
of Vartan, Fresno chapters.

For more information on
the Concert please contact the
Armenian Studies Program at
278-2669.
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Armenia,
Turkey talk
deal to heal

By Paula Lloyd
The Fresno Bee

As Armenia and Turkey an-
nounced they’ve agreed in princi-
ple to establish diplomatic rela-
tions, Valley Armenians on Mon-
day warned that the two nations
will have to deal with the geno-
cide if they’re going to heal their
rift.

Valley Armenians say the talks
give Turkey a chance to admit to
the World War I-era killing of
1.5 million Armenians. The Turk-
ish government blames the
deaths on civil war.

“I think it would be good if they
began talking. But Armenia
won’t do anything if the genocide
isn’t discussed,” said Roger Mi-
nassian, of Fresno, retired direc-
tor of Hope Now for Youth, a gang
prevention program.

Armenia and Turkey, bitter
foes for a century, took a step to-
ward reconciliation Monday by
announcing they would launch

final talks aimed at establishing

diplomatic ties. But they won’t

ARMENIA

Continued from A1
discuss the deepest source
of their enmity — the kill-
ing of Armenians under Ot-
toman rule.

The joint statement re-
leased by the Armenian
and Turkish foreign minis-
tries Monday said the two
countries would start con-
sultations to sign two proto-
cols — one to establish dip-
lomatic ties, the other to de-
velop relations. The talks,
with continued mediation
by Switzerland, are to last
six weeks.

The talks still face pit-
falls, and will follow
months of inactivity after
signs of promise earlier in
the year when President
Barack Obama appealed for
reconciliation during a
visit to Turkey.

The parliaments of the
two countries must ratify a
deal on diplomatic normal-
ization.

Armenian President
Serge Sarkisian indicated
the dispute over the geno-
cide would not be a deal-
breaker between the two
neighbors.

“It’s important that his-
torical justice be restored.
It’s important that our na-
tions are able to establish
normal relations,” Sarkis-
jan said in an interview
published Monday by the
BBC Russian service. “But
we do not regard a recogni-
tion of genocide as a prelim-
inary condition for estab-
lishing relations.”

Turkey was one of the
first countries to recognize
Armenia’s independence in
1991, but the two countries
never established diplomat-
ic relations and their joint
border has been closed
since 1993.

In agreeing to move to-
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ward normalized relations,
landlocked Armenia is
eager for a reopening of the
border and the trade oppor-
tunities it would bring. The
border was closed after Ar-
menian forces took control
of the Azerbaijan region of
Nagorno-Karabakh. The
Turkish population shares
close cultural and linguis-
tic relations with Azerbai-
jan, which is pressing Tur-
key for help in recovering
its land.

Monday’s announcement
was greeted cautiously by
Valley Armenians. Some
questioned Turkey’s mo-
tives, and said they did not
want to see Armenia yield
on an array of issues that
went beyond recognition of
the genocide.

Phil Tavlian of Fresno
said the Valley’s Armenian
community will closely
watch the talks, but observ-
ers should not expect an
easy fix to disputes that go
back centuries.

“These are two ancient
nations. Talks will evolve
in a very slow, deliberate
and thoughtful process,”
Tavlian said.

Barlow_Der Mugrdech-
lan, poordl'na'gor of_ the Ar-
menian Studies program
at California State Univer-
sity, Fresno, called the
talks positive, but added
that relations between the
two nations are “very com-
plex.”

He said Armenia and Tur-
key are at odds over many

issues, including reopening
the border between them
and the status of Karabakh.
While he hopes that the
genocide will be part of the
talks, he’s not optimistic.

“I don’t see that Turkey
has conceded anything on
the genocide,” he said.

On Capitol Hill, the diplo-
matic breakthrough is al-
most certain to take the air
out of long-standing efforts
to pass an Armenian geno-
cide resolution.

While supporters could
easily keep introducing the
resolution, on-the-fence law-
makers now have another
compelling reason to op-
pose it.

“I think the rapproche-
ment will likely make a res-
olution seem unproduc-
tive,” predicted Gunay Evi-
nach, president of the Alli-
ance of Turkish American
Associations. “It will pretty
much put it on the side-
lines.”

Even if the Armenian
genocide resolution stalls
in Congress, memories of
the genocide remain a raw
spot for Valley Arme-
nians.

Hygo Ohannessian, who
chairs the Armenian Na-
tional Committee of Cen-
tral California, said diplo-
macy “is always good, but I
sincerely hope the Armen-
ian government does not,
ever, compromise on any
issue concerning the geno-
cide.”

She added that the geno-
cide left “a whole genera-
tion of Armenians who
grew up without grandpar-
ents.”

» Michael Doyle of The
Bee's Washington Bureau
and The Associated Press
contributed to this report.
The reporter can be reached
at plloyd@fresnobee.com

or at (559) 441-6756.



