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Reaches 15th Year

Hye Sharzhoom, Fresno Student Paper, Reaches 15th Year

" :UB GUIrdNhU

" The Armenian Movement

i

By Nina Moemjian

FRESNO, CA - Whoever said
the Armenian spirit is dying
among the new gen-eration Ar-
menians must not have known
about Hye Sharzhoom.

For 15 years Hye Shar-
zhoom has been the voice of
Armenian students at CSUF, ex-
pressing their interests and con-
cerns to Armenian commu-nities
around the world. Since the aca-
.demic year of 1978\79, Hye
Sharzhoom has been the only
continuously published Arme-
nian student-operated newspaper
on any campus in the U.S., with
a mailing list of more than 4,000
names from every corner of the
world.

“This mission was to teach the
students how to own and run a
newspaper. The paper provided
both a vehicle of expression for
Armenian students at Fresno
State, and an instrument for de-
veloping communication skills.

ilye Sharzhoom was theirs. .

They could make it flourish or
they could let it die. Today it is
still alive and still lively and still
produced by CSUF students,”
wrote Dr. Dickran Kouymjian in
a 1988 Hye Sharzhoom article
entitled “Hye Sharzhoom -- A
Decade Later.”

The first issue’s editors, Mark
Malkasian and Mark Najarian,
produced the four-page issue
with a front-page article entitled
“Armenocide: Crime Against
Humanity.”

Throughout the first few years
of the paper, students wrote
about various topics such as
“Black Studies Prof. Sees Tie
Between Hyes and Blacks,”
“Assimilation: Will Hyes Fall in
the ‘Melting Pot’?” and “Inter-
marriage in the Armenian Com-
munity.”

Armenocide: Crime
Against Humanity

Supplemenl b The Baidi Collegisn

e en Beesd e

Above) shot of the front page of Hye Sharzhoom’s first issue;

Y

(below) part of the front page of its most recent issue.

In 1981 the paper doubled in
size to 16 pages with a four-page
section dedicated to a man whose
writings have made Fresno fa-
mous throughout the world. The
section was headlined “Impres-
sions of William Saroyan.”

During these 15 years, Hye"
Sharzhoom has received:feed-

back through letters to the editor
sent from countries such as
Canada, Hungary, France, Po-
land, Spain, and even from our
mother country...Armenia.
Although Hye Sharzhoom
receives donations toward mail-
ing costs, the paper has always
relied on the Armenjag Studies

Program to pay for more than
half the expenses for a mailing
list which once reached a high
of 9,000 names.

Today the paper’s mailing list
is revised, yet the paper is still
dedicated to educating and en-
tertaining more than 4,000 read-
ers with opinions and 'the skills
of Armenian students at Fresno
State.

As Dr. Kouymjian wrote five
years ago... “Will the paper last
another decade? Who knows?”
We the editors and staff of Hye
Sharzhoom 1993\94 are deter-
mined to produce a positive an-
SWer.
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CSU, Annual Fund Drive

ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM IN
FRESNO CSU, ANNUAL FUND DRIVE

Dear Friend

Last year with the help of the -

Advisory Board, we initiated the

first Armenian’ Studies Program |

Annual Fund Drive. Which was a
remarkable success. ‘

The contributions enabled |

the Armenian Studies Program to
maintain a second full-time pro-
fessor during an academic year of
faculty lay-offs, and to pay for of-
fice expenses (telephone, postage,
including the mailing of Hye
Sharzhoom),to buy a new com-
puter used in type-setting and lay-
out, to support our student assis-
tants, to sponsor the Armenian
Lecture Series, and to help our
Yerevan exchange program.

The donations also allowed us
to hire a part-time secretary, the
Program’s first since its inception
in 1977. This has made a signifi-
cant difference in the day-to day
operations of the Program and the
Kalfayan Ceénter during-the
University’s most severe financial

Crisis.

The Program has grown dra-
matically since the last fund drive.
In the spring semester we had 125,
and this Fall we are teaching 170

* students. More than ever we need

- to have the right support staff and

proper funding to continuein-
struction at this'level.

The Armenian -Studies Pro-

gram Annual Fund for 1994 will B

go toward: '
_ *hiring a full-time secretary,
*most office expenses,
*library acquisitions,

*the Index of Armenian Art,
a Program-sponsored research
tool,

*expansion of the exchange
program with Yerevan State Uni--
versity. -

In order to meet the needs of

the Armenian Studies Program, -

we have set this year’s Fund goal

at $31,500. Please renew your
commitment to assure the aca-

demic excellence of the Armenian

Studies Program, its varied and
challenging curriculum, and its
visibility in the community. Sin-
cerely yours,

Dickran Kouymjian Haig &
Isabel Berberian Professor of Ar-
menian Studies Director, The
Sarkis & Meline Kalfayan Center
for Armenian Studies



ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESNO
- ARCHIVE -

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93740
SOURCE The Armenian Ohserver: T.,,A,, CA. DATE Jan. 5, 1994

SUBJECT _The Artsof Armenia

PAGE 1 Of 1

“The Arts of Armenia” is the
title of the most recent book by
Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, who
holds the Haig & Isabel Berver-
ian Endowed Chair in _Armenian
Studies at California State Uni-

versity, Fresno. More than a de--

Cade in preparation, the volume
was commissioned and published
by ~the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation of Lisbon, Portugal
as a handbook in the arts to be
used by teachers and in Armen-
ian schools and colleges.

In addition to a text of 90
large format pages, the study is
accompanied by 300 original co-
lor slides illustrating the history
of Armenian art and the diverse
media through which it was ex-
pressed. The photographs were
taken by the world famous Ar-

_menian photographer of Istanbul-
Ara Guler, and Professor Kouym-

“The Art of Armenia”

jian, with additional views by
Patrick Donabedian, French cul-
tural  Attache in  Armenia,
Claude Mutafian of Paris, and
Photo Garo of Jerusalem.

After a general introduction
on Armenian art, the book is di-
vided into seven chapters: I
Architecture, II, Manuscript
Painting; 1II, Sculpture, IV,
Painting in Media: Frescoes, Mo-
saics, and Ceramics, V, Metal-
work-and Engraving, VI, Textiles,
and VII Music & the Art of the
Book. Three Armenian-scholars
were invited by Dr. Kouymjian
to participate with essays on
“Coins” by the late Khatchig
Musheghyan, “Musical Notations

‘and Instruments” by Robert

Atayan, and “Early Printing and
Graphic Art” by Ninel Voskan-
ian.

Because the Gulbenkian Foun-

dation wished to produce a
guide in simple yet intelligent
language, the text explains terms
as they are introduced and al-
ways assumes that the reader is
new to art history and to Armen-
jan art. An extensive bibliogra-
phy provides resources for a
more profound study of any of
the different domains of Armen-
jan art.

The entire project was com-
pleted with the dedicated work
of Zaven Yegavian, Director of
the Department of Armenian Af-
fairs of the Gulbenkian Foun-
dation, and before him by the
late Vahram Mavian. The
Calouste Gulbenkian Founda-
tion will be distributing the vol-
ume with its 300 slides to Ar-
menian schools throughout the
world.
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Fresno’s Hye Sharzhoom
- Uelebrates 15" Year

RESNO, CA — Who ever said
the Armenian spirit is dying By Nina Momjian
among the new generation Editor, Hye Sharzhoom
Armenians, must not have
known about Hye Sharzhoom.

For 15 vears Hye Sharzhoom has been the voice of Armenian students at CSUF,
expressing their interests and concerns to Armenian communities around the
world. Since the academic year 1978-1979, Hye Sharzhoom has been the only
continuously published Armenian student-operated newspaper on any campus in
the US, with a mailing list of more than 4,000 names from every corner of the
world.

“The mission was to teach the students how to own and run a newspaper. The
paper provided both a vehicle of expression for Armenian students at Fresno
State, and an instrument for developing commu-
nication skills.




ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESN!
- ARCHIVE - FRESBNO, CALIFORNIA 93740

SOURCE The Mirror Spectator; Boston, MA. DATE Jan. 8, 1994

SUBJECT Fresno's Hye Sharzhoom Celebrates 15th Year PAGE 2 Of 2

Novsisher Dy

-l ‘?fés }e n*Aftmwm

iy jf) g,’ 7{;&;{3 ),f’;;

4
%fs:xgz,mm P it i

| Expert 9"“@3 mtcfe new aﬁgﬁe

S&v&'«e

The first (top picture) and latest issues of Hye Sharzhoom.
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Hye Sharzhoom was theirs. They could make it flourish or they could let it die.
Today it is still alive and still lively. and still produced by CSUF students,” wrote Dr. -
- Dickran Kouymjian in a 1988 article entitled “Hye Sharzhoom —A Decade Later.”

The first issue’s editors, Mark Malkasian and Mark Najarian, produced the four-
page issue with a front page article entitled “Armenocide: Crime Against
Humanity.” Throughout the first few years, students wrote about various topics
such as “Black Studies — Prof. Sees Tie Between Hyes and Blacks,” “A551m11at10n
Will Hyes Fall Into the ‘Meltmg Pot’?” and “Intermarriage in the Armeman
Community.” :

In 1981 the paper doubled in size to 16 pages with a four-page section dedicat-
ed to a man whose writings have made Fresno famous throughout the world. The
section was headlined “Impressions of William Saroyan.”

During these 15 years, Hye Sharzhoom has received feedback through letters to
the editor sent from Canada, Hungary, France, Poland Spain, and even from our
own Armenia.

Although Hye Sharzhoom receives donations toward mailing costs, the paper
has always relied on the Armenian Studies Program to pay for more than half the
expenses for a mailing list which once reached a high of 9,000 names.

Today the paper’s mailing list is revised, yet it’s still dedicated to educate and
entertain more than 4,000 readers thh oplmons and the skills of Armenian stu-
dents at Fresno State.

As Dr. Kouymjlan wrote five years ago: .. “Wlll the paper last another decade?
Who knows?” We, the editors and staff of Hye Sharzhoom 1993-1994 are deter-
mined to give a positive answer.



ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESN!(
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93740

- ARCHIVE -
SOURCE _The Armenian Observer: L.A. CA. DATE _Jan. 12, 1994
SUBJECT spring 1994 Courses in Armenian PAGE 1 of 1

Studies

Spring 1994 Courses in Armenian Studies

FRESNO — A full and varied
schedule of courses in Armenian
Studies is being offered by the
Armenian Studies Program of
California State University, Fres-
no for the Spring 1994 semester.

Three sections of “Introduc-
tion to Armenian Studies™ are
being offered. The courses deal
with a first Jook for the student
at the discipline of Armenian
Studies with an emphasis on
current events and culture. The
Armenian community of the San
Joaquin Valley is examined as

one of the first Armenian com-
munities in the United .States.

“William Saroyan” is the sub-
ject of a special course offered
by Professor Dickran Kouymjian-
Haig and Isabel Berberian Pro-
fessor of Armenian Studies and
Director of the Armenian Stu-
dies Program. The course, which
meets on three consecutive week-
ends, explores the life and work
of Fresno’s most famous native
son. Saroyan’s short stories and
plays are read in class along with
viewing and analyzing many of
his works which have been pro-
duced on film.

“Armenian Painting” is the
topic of another three unit
course, this’ one covering the his-
tory -of the development of Ar-
menian  manuscript  painting,
known also as miniature illumi-
nation. CSUF is one of the few
places in the country where re-
gular courses on Armenian art
are taught.

Literature and history are co-
vered in two separate courses.
Armenian Literature translated
into English is the subject of
“Masterpieces of Armenian Lite-
rature.” Barlow Der Mugrdech-

ian of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram brings a wealth of ex-
perience in teaching the course
which explores the wealthy lite-
rary tradition of the Armenians.
“Modern Armenian History”
will be covered in a one semester
history survey which has become
a popular course. Major empha-
sis will be placed on the deveiop-
ment of the modern Republic of
Armenia.

Language is the core of any
Armenian Studies Program and
“Modern Western  Armenian™
will be taught in a second semes-
ter course, Armenian 1B, to an
enthusiastic group of students
continuing from last semester.

Two one unit round out the
schedule of courses for the
Spring semester. The “Armen-
ian Church” and the “Armenian
Genocide” are intensive one
weekend courses which delve in
depth in their respective areas.

Instruction for the Spring
1994 semester begins Monday,
January 31. For more informa-
tion or schedules, contact the Ar-
menian Studies Program at (209)
278-2669 or by Fax at (209)
278-2129.
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Hye Sharzhoom In 15th Year

by Nina Momjian

Editor, Hye Sharzhoom
FRESNO—Who ever said

the Armenian spirit is dying

among the new generation

Armenians, must not have
know about Hye
Sharzhoom.

For 15 years Hye

Sharzhoom has been the
voice of Armenian students
at CSUF. expressing their
interests and concerns to
Armenian communities
around the world.

Since the 1978-79 acade-
mic year, Hye Sharzhoom
has been the only continu-
ously published Armenian
student-operated newspa-
per on any campus in the
US. with a mailing list of
more than 4,000 names
from every corner of the
world.

“The mission was to
teach the students how to
own and run a newspa-
per,” wrote Dr. Dickran
Kouymyjian in a 1988 Hye
Sharzhoom article enti-
tled “Hye Sharzhoom—a
Decade Later”. “The paper
provided both a vehicle of
expression for Armenian
students at Fresno State,
and an instrument for
developing communica-
tions skills. Hye Sharz-
hoom was theirs. They
could make it flourish or
they could let it die.
Today it is still alive and
still lively and still pro-
duced by CSUF students.”

Mark Malkasian and
Mark Najarian, the first
issue’'s editors, produced
the four-page issue with a
front page article entitled
“Armenocide: Crime Against
Humanity™.

Throughout the first few
years of the paper, students
wrote about various topics
such as “Black Studies
Prof. Sees Tie Between Hyes
and Blacks”; “"Assimilation:
Will Hyes Fall into the
‘Melting Pot'?” and “Inter-
marriage in the Armenian
Community.”

In 1981 the paper dou-
bled in size to 16 pages
with a four-page section
dedicated to a man whose
writings have made
Fresno famous through-
out the world. The section
was headlined “Impress-
ions of William Saroyan”.

During these 15 years,
Hye Sharzhoom has re-
ceived feedback through let-
ters to the editor sent from
countries including Can-
ada. Hungary. France.
Poland, Spain and even
from our mother country.
Armenia. Although Hye
Sharzhoom receives dona-
tions toward mailing costs,
the paper has always relied
on the Armenian Studies
Program to pay for more
than half the expenses for a
mailing list which once
reached a high of 9,000
names.
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Dr. Kouymjian
Chairs Armenian
Studies Meeting

FRESNO —Dr. Dickran
Kouymjian. Haig and
[sabel Berberian Proifessor
of Armenian Studies atl
CSU Fresno. chaired the
annual membership meet
ing of the Sociciy of
Armenian Studics as its
current president.

He was the discussant of
a panel sponsored by the
society entitled "Armenia in
the Period of the Ottornan-
Safavid Wars™ at the 27th
Annual Meeting of the
Middle ICast Studies
Association at Reseasrch
Triangle Park, North
Carolina in November.
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Guest Author

Stina Katchadourian,
author of “Efronia, an
Armenian Love Story"”
prepares to autograph
her book in the CSUF
Bookstore. Dr. Dickran
Kouymjian, professor and
chair of Armenian
Studies, arranged for her
talk and the autograph
signing last month. Her
book 1is based omn a
memoir of Efronia
Katchadourian, Stina's
mother-in-law. Stina is a
writer, translator and
journalist.
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Schedule

CSUF Armenian Studies
Offers Full, Varied Schedule

FRESNO—A full and var-
ied schedule of courses in
Armenian Studies is being
offered by the Armenian
Studies program ol CSU
Fresno during the Spring
1994 semester.

Three sections of
Introduction to Armenian
Studies are being offered.
The courses dceal with a
first look for the student at
the discipline ol Armenian
Studies with an emphasis
on current events and cul-
ture. The Armenian com-
munity of the San Joaquin

Valley is examined as one of

the first Armenian commu-
nities in the United States.

William Saroyan is the
subject of a special course
offered by Dr. Dickran
Kouymjian, Haig and
Isabel Berberian professor
of Armenian Studies and
Director of the Armenian
Studies Prograrm. The class
meets on three conseoutive
weekends and explores the
life and work ol Fresno's
most famous native son.
Saroyan’'s short storics and
plays arc read in class
along with viewing and ana-
lvzing many ol his works
produced on film

Armenian Painting is the
topic of another three-unit
course covering the history
of the
Armenian
painting. knowin also as
miniature illumination.
CSUF is onc of only a few
places in the country where
regular COUrses on
Armenian art are aght

manuscript

development  of

Literature and history
are covered in two sepa-
rate courses. Armenian
Literature translated into
English is the subject of
Masterpieces of Armenian
Literature. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian of the
Armenian Studies Pro-
gram brings a wealth of
experience in teaching
the course which explores
the wealthy literary tradi-
tion of the Armenians.

Modern Armenian History
will be covered in a one
semester history survey
which has become a popu-
lar course. Major emphasis
will be placed on the devel-
opment of the modern
Republic of Armenia.

Language is the core of
any Armenian  Studies
Program and Modern
Westernt Armenian will be
tauight in a sccond semester
course. Armenian 1B. to an
enthusiastic group of stu-
dents continuing {rom last
semester.

Two one-unit courses,
the Armenian Church and
the Armenian Genocide,
round out the schedule of
courses for the Spring
semester. They are inten-
sive one weekend courses
which delve in depth in
their respective areas.

Instruction for the Spring
1994  semester begins
Mondav, Jan. Slst. For
more information or sched-
ules, contact the Armenian
Studies Program at (209)
278-2669 or by FAX (209)
278-2129.
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Studies Program

Homnors 32 Students

FRESNO-—Thirty-two
students. including 25 from
Fresno and 5 who are grad-
uate students. received
scholarships and grants
from the California State
Universily, Fresno Armen-
lan Studies Program for the
current academic year.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian,
Armenian Studies instruc-
tor. introduced most of the
recipients at the program's
annual banquet. They
were recognized for their
scholastic achicvements
and university activities
and received scholarships
and grants totaling more
than $18.000.

The  scholarships  or
grants and their recipients
are: the Yervant, Rose and
Hovannes Levonian Edu-
cational Grant i« Drent 1.
Tahajian of Fresno, osoph-
omore; the Nerces and
Ruth Azadian Memorial
Scholarship (o Lara V.
Demerjian of Fresno, also a
sophomore.

The Charles E. Pategian
and Pansy Pategian
Zlokovich Scholarships to
Donna Basmajian, Paul Y.

Chaderjian and  Jill
Smetherman, all graduate
students from Fresno, and
Sonia N. Devejian of Clovis
and Pamela Manoogian of
Sanger, both graduate stu-
dents; Armen M. Devejian
of Clovis, a senior; Jack
Krajekian and Arlen Sogho-
monian of Fresno, seniors.
Eliz  Adjinian,  Jill
Ahronian, Rebecca K.
Dwelle. Antony Hagopian,
Julie Momjian, Shant A.
Ohanian, Robyn Saroyan,
Veronica Silveira, Lara
Simonian and Harout
Zekian., juniors, all of
Fresno: Gina Y. Kandarian
ol Fowler and Taline
Kilaghbian and Kimberly
Smith of Clovis. juniors.
Hakop Adjinian. Chris H.
Gooboian. Melissa Ouzoun-
tan, Aram N. Sarkissian,
Gina S. Sislian. all of
Fresno. sophomores, and
Suzanne Manoogian of
Sanger. sophomore; Garo
Nakashian and Jennifer
Peters of Fresno. [reshmen.
And Artak Darbinian of
Armenia. an Exchange
graduate student studying
international law.
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Courses in
Armenian
Studies
Offered

A full and varied schedule of courses in
Armenian Studies is being offered by the
Armenian Studies Program of California State
University, Fresno for the Spring 1994 semester.

Three sections of [Introduction to
Armenian Studies are being offered. The
courses deal with a first look for the students
at the discipline of Armenian Studies with
an emphasis on current events and culture.
The Armenian community of the San Joaquin
Valley i1s examined as one of the first
Armenian communities in the United States.

William Saroyan is the subject of a special
course offered by Professor Dickran
Kouymjian, Haig and Isabel Berberian
Professor of Armenian Studies and Director
of the Armenian Studies Program. The
course, which meets on three consecutive
weekends, explores the life and work of
Fresno’s most famous native son. Saroyan’s
short stories and plays are read in class along
with viewing and analyzing many of his
works which have been produced on film.

Armenian Painting is the topic of another
three unit course, this one covering the history
of the development of Armenian manuscript
painting, known also as miniature
illumination. CSUF is one of the few places
in the country where regular courses on
Armenian art are taught.

Literature and history are covered in two
separate courses. Armenian Literature
translated into English is the subject of
Masterpieces of Armenian Literature.
Barlow Der Mugrdechian of the Armenian
Studies Program brings a wealth of
experience in teaching the course which
explores the wealthy literary tradition of the
Armenians. Modern Armenian History will
be covered in a one semester history survey
which has become a popular course. Major
emphasis will be placed on the development
of the modern Republic of Armenia.

Language is the core of any Armenian
Studies Program and Modern Western
Armenian will be taught in a second semester
course, Armenian 1B, to an enthusiastic
group of students continuing from last year.

Two one unit courses round out the
schedule of courses for the Spring semester.
The Armenian Church and the Armenian
Genocide are intensive one weekend courses
which delve in depth in their respective areas.

Instruction for the Spring semester begins
Monday, January 31. For more information
or schedules, contact the Armenian Studies
Program at (209) 278-2669, or by FAX at
(209) 278-2129.
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Teachers needed in Armenia

Applications are being accepted for the Teach for
Armenia Program to help Armenia develop as a
democratic nation.

The program is designed to introduce Armenian
students and scholars to American research tech-
niques, teaching methods, curricula and improved
English-language instruction, as well as expose
American participants to Armenia’s problems and
potential.

‘I'he program is administered by the Armenian
Studies Program at Fresno State University.

Up to 10 applicants a year for the first two years
will be accepted for placement in Armenia. Appli-
cants must have at least a bachelor’s degree or the
equivalent.

Those selected will be placed in one of three set-
tings: as instructors at English-language schools in
Yerevan; as English teachers at Yerevan State Uni-
versity, the State Engineering Institute or the Ped-
agogical Institute; or as English-language instruc-
tors at Yerevan State University or the State
Engineering Institute.

Participants will receive salaries comparable
with their Armenian counterparts, will be housed
in Yerevan and receive free health care. Partici-
pants may serve one or two semesters. Service for
longer periods may be arranged with educational
officials in Armenia.

Those interested in applying should contact the
FSU Armenian Studies Program at 278-2669.
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Teach for Armenia Program Opens
To Applicants for Fall 94, Spring "95

FRESNO - Applications are now
being accepted for the second year
of the Teach for Armenia Program,
which is administered by the
Armenian - Studies ‘Program of
California State University,
Fresno. The program has been
designed to aid Armenia’s
development as a tecnologically
advanced, democratic society.

Objectives -of the program in-
clude exposing students and
scholars to American research
methods and techniques; introduce
American-style teaching methods
and curricula into the Armenian
educational system; raise the level
of English-language instruction in
Armenia; and acquaint American
participants with the problems and
potential of Armenia.

The program is open to

Americans holding at leasta B.A. -

or equivalent. Up to 10 applicants
per year for the first two years will
be accepted for placement in
Armenia. The ASP will select can-
didates based on their qualifica-
tions and experience.

Depending on their background,
participants will be placed in one
of three educational settings: Par-
ticipants with background in
education will serve as instructors
in their respective subjects at one
of the English-language schools
within Yerevan, or at a school
where students receive intensive
instruction in English; those with

training and/or experience in the
teaching of English, particularly
English as a second language, will

_teach English at Yerevan State

University, the State-Engineering
Institute, or the Pedagogical In-
stitute; participants not fitting into
the above categories will serve as
English-language instructors in
their specialties at Yerevan State
University or the State Engineer-
ing Institute. They will work with
college-age students seeking to
_strengthen their English-language
“skills and gain a broader under-
standing of their field. In conjunc-
tion with their teaching duties, par-
ticipants will also assist Armenian
graduate students and scholars in
editing . academic articles for
publication in English-language
journals.

Americans will receive a salary
comparable to their Armenian
counterparts. While serving in the
program, participants will be hous-
ed in Yerevan and receive free
health care. They may serve one
of two academic semesters. Service
for longer periods may be arrang-
ed with officials from the Arme-
nian Ministry of Education or the
Ministry of Higher Education and
Science.

For applications materials in the
Teach for Armenia program, con-
tact the ASP, at CSUF, Fresno,
CA 93740, tel.: (209) 278-2669.
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CSUF Offers a Variety of Courses in
Armenian Studies for Spring Semester

FRESNO, CA - A full and
varied schedule of courses in
Armenian Studies is being of-
fered by the Armenian Studies
Program of California State
University, Fresno for the Spring
1994 semester.

Three sections of Introduc-
tion to Armenian Studies are
being offered. The courses deal
with a first look for the student
at the discipline of Armenian
Studies with an emphasis on cur-
rent events and culture. The Ar-
menian community of the San
Joaquin Valley is examined as
one of the first Armenian com-
munities in the United States.

William Sareyan is the sub-
ject of a special course offered
by Professor Dickran
Kouymjian, Haig and Isabel
Berberian Professor of Armeni-
an Studies and Director of the
Armenian Studies Program. The
course, which meets on three
consecutive weekends, explores
the life and work of Fresno’s
most famous native son.
Saroyan’s short stories and plays
are read in class along with view-
ing and analyzing many of his
works which have been pro-
duced on film.

Armenian Painting is the
topic of another three-unit
course, this one covering the his-
tory of the development of Ar-
menian manuscript painting,
known also as miniature illu-
mination. CSUF is one of the few
places in the country where regu-
lar courses on Armenian art are
taught.

Literature and history are cov-
ered in two separate courses.
Armenian Literature translated
into English is the subject of
Masterpieces of Armenian Lit-
erature. Barlow Der Mugr-
dechian of the Armenian Stud-

ies Program brings a wealth of
experience in teaching the course
which explores the weaithy lit-
erary tradition of the Armenians.
Modern Armenian History
will be covered in a one-semes-
ter history survey which has be-
come a popular course. Major
emphasis will be placed on the
development of the modern Re-
public of Armenia.

Language is the core of any
Armenian Studies Program and
Modern Western Armenian
will be taught in a second-semes-
ter course, Armenian 1B, to an
enthusiastic group of students
continuing from last semester.

Two one-unit courses round
out the schedule for the Spring
semester. The Armenian
Church and the Armenian
Genocide are intensive one-
weekend courses which delve in
depth in their respective areas.

Instruction for the Spring
1994 semester begins Monday,
January 31. For more informa-
tion or schedules, contact the
Armenian Studies Program at
209-278-2669 or by FAX at 209-
278-2129.



ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESN

- ARCHIVE - FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93740
SOURCE _The Mirror Spectator: Boston, MA. DATE Jan. 22, 1994
SUBJECT A Useful Armenian Dictionary in PAGE 1 or 1

Transliteration.

A Useful Armenian Dictionary
in Transhteratlon

«'a}}»

Y

Reviewed by Barlow
Der Mugrdechian

Armenian Dictionary in
Transliteration. By Thomas J.
Samuelian. Armenian National
Education Committee. New York.
1993. 139 pp.

The Armenian Dictionary in
Transliteration by Thomas J. Samuelian is
an ambitious undertaking. It is ambitious
because the compilation of a dictionary is
an arduous task, requiring a firm grasp of
the subtleties of both Armenian and
English. A dictionary of transliteration will
probably be a new pheniomenon for speak-
ers of Armenian whose native language is
English. Its aim, as articulated by the
author in the preface, is to provide both a
dictionary in transliteration for Armenian
speakers unfamiliar with Armenian script,
and a speller’s dictionary — that is, to pro-
vide an easily accessible work which enables
an Armenian speaker who can pronounce a
word in Armenian, to be also able to spell it.

Samuelian has chosen to utilize the
Western dialect of modern Armenian, since
it is the dialect most familiar to Armenians
living in America. The 139 page dictionary
has three sections: An English-Armenian
Dictionary, an Armenian-English Dictionary,
and a Phrasebook.

The first section, the English-Armenian
Dictionary, is comprised of the entry in
English in bold text, followed by its
Armenian translation in English translitera-
tion, and then the entry in Armenian. At
the bottom of each page, a brief pronuncia-
tion guide is provided for non-native speak-
ers, with special emphasis on pronunciation
of vowels, A more complete transliteration
table is provided at the beginning of the
book. Grammatical usage notes accompany

each entry, explaining the grammatlcal case

“ which should be used with the entry, which

makes the dictionary partxcularly useful for
students.

© Section two, the Armenian-English
Dictionary, is composed of the Armenian

' entry in English transliteration in bold text,
“followed by the Armenian entry, and then

the English transliteration. The value of this
section is in its usefulness as a spelling
guide. For the many Armenians who can
speak the language but can only write it
fairly well, the Armenian word can be found
by its pronunciation, and then the correct
spelling can be found. The problems of
spelling, commonly encountered in modern
Western Armenian (e.g. p/p’ or k/k’), are
clarified in this section.

The third section is a phrasebook, filled
with greetings, words and phrases for sim-
ple conversation, numbers, time, familial
terms, and activities. The entries are
arranged according to Armenian, English
transliteration in bold, and then English
translation. This section is especially useful
for the novice and gives one a familiarity
with the language. '

The over 4,000 entries included in the
dictionary provide a basic lexicon for con-
versation. An added plus is the Armenian
script used for the book, which, created by
the author, is clear and easy to read.

The Armenian Dictionary in
Transliteration is a welcome sequel to
Samuelian’s earlier two-volume Course in
Modern Western Armenian. The Dictionary
fulfills the two-fold promise “.. That it will
restore the rich linguistic legacy of the
Armenian language to some of its heirs, and
the other is that many who have been put
off by its inscrutable signs will one day ven-
ture to explore this wonderful language in
its native garb.” The Dictionary is ideally
suited for speakers of Armenian at any level.
Armenian speakers and those learning the
language will find it to be a constant and
indispensable companion.
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Spring Courses in Armenian Studies at
California State U/Fresno

FRESNO, CA — A full and varied schedule
of courses in Armenian Studies is being
offered by the Armenian Studies Program of
California State Uni_versity/Fresho for the
Spring 1994 semester.

Three sections of Introduction to
Armenian Studies are being offered. The
courses deal with a first look for the student
at the discipline of Armenian Studies with an
emphasis on current events and culture. The
Armenian community of the San Joaquin
Valley is examined as one of the first
Armenian communities in the United States.

William Saroyan is the subject of a special
course offered by Prof. Dickran Kouymjian,
Haig and Isabel Berberian Professor of

Armenian Studies and Director of the:

Armenian Studies Program. The course,
which meets on three consecutive weekends,
explores the life and work of Fresno’s most
famous native son. Saroyan’s short stories
and plays are read in class, along with view-
ing and analyzing many of his works which
have been produced on film.

Armenian Painting is the topic of another
three unit course, covering the history of the
development of Armenian manuscript painting,
known also as miniature illumination. CSUF is
one of the few places in the country where reg-

ular courses on Armenian art are taught.

Literature and history are covered in two
separate courses. Armenian literature trans-
lated into English is the subject of
Masterpieces of Armenian Literature. Barlow
Der Mugrdechian of the Armenian Studies
Program brings a wealth of experience in
teaching the course which explores the rich
literary tradition of the Armenians. Modern
Armenian History will be covered in a one
semester history survey which has become a
popular course. Major emphasis will be
placed on the development of the modern
Republic of Armenia. ‘

Language is the core of any Armenian
Studies Program, and Modern Western
Armenian will be taught in a second semes-
ter course, Armenian 1B.

Two one unit courses round out the
schedule for the Spring semester. The
Armenian Church and the Armenian
Genocide are intensive one-weekend courses
which delve in depth in their respective
areas.

Instruction for the Spring 1994 semester
begins Monday, January 31. For more infor-
mation, contact the Armenian Studies
Frogram at (209) 2782669 or by fax at (209)
278-2129.
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Armenian Dictionary in

.Transliteration. By Thomas

J. Samuelian. Armenian Na-
tional Education Committee.
New York: 1993. 139 pp.

Reviewed by
Barlow Der Mugrdechian

The Armenian Dictionary in
Transliteration by Thomas J.
Samuelian is an ambitious under-
taking. It is ambitious because the
compilation of a dictionary is an ar-
duous task, requiring a firm grasp
of the subtleties of both Armenian
and English. A dictionary of trans-
literation will probably be a new
phenomena for speakers of Arme-
nian whose native language is

vide an easily accessible work
which enables an Armenian
speaker who can pronounce a
word in Armenian to be also able
to spell it.

Samuelian has chosen to utilize
the Western dialect of Modern
Armenian, since it is the dialect
most familiar to Armenians living
in America. The 139-page dic-
tionary is composed of three sec-
tions: An English-Armenian Dic-
tionary, an Armenian-English Dic-
tionary, and a phrasebook.

The first section, the English-
Armenian Dictionary, is composed
of the entry in English in bold text,
followed by its Armenian transla-
tion in English transliteration, and
then the entry in Armenian. At the
bottom of each page a brief pro-
nunciation guide is provided for
non-native speakers, with special
emphasis on pronunciation of
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vowels. A more complete trans-
literation table is provided at the
beginning of the book. Gram-
matical usage notes accompany
each entry, explaining the gram-
matical use which should be used
with the entry, making the dic-

English.

Its aim, as articulated by the
author in the preface, is to provide
both a dictionary in transliteration
"~~ Armenian speakers unfamiliar

.enian script and a
ionary, that is, to pro-
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tionary particularly useful for
students.

Section two, the Armenian-
English Dictionary, is composed of
the Armenian entry in English
transliteration in bold text, follow-
ed by the Armenian entry, and
then the English transliteration.
The value of this section is in its
usefulness as a spelling guide. For
the many Armenians who can
speak Armenian but can only write
it fairly well, the Armenian word
can be found by its pronunciation,
and then the correct spelling can
be found. The problems of spelling,
commonly encountered in modern
Western Armenian (e.g., p/p or
k/k’), are clarified in this section.

The third section is a phrase-
book, filled with greetings, words,
and phrases for simple conversa-
tion, numbers, time, familial terms,
and activities. The entries are ar-
ranged with the Armenian phrase
first, English transliteration in bold,
and then English translation. This
section is especially useful for the
novice and gives one a familiarity
with the language.

Thomas Samuelian’s Dictionary
also brings with it the advantage
of being compiled by a native
English speaker, who is able to
eliminate the archaic terminology
and British English often found in
some Armenian-English dic-
tionaries. With more than 4,000 en-
tries, the dictionary provides a
basic lexicon for conversation.

An added plus is the Armenian
script used for the book, which,
created by the author, is clear and
easy to read.

The Armenian Dictionary in
Transliteration is a welcome sequel
to Samuelian’s earlier two-volume
Course in Modern Western Arme-
nian. The Dictionary fulfills the
two-fold promise that it begins
with: “That it will restore the rich
linguistic legacy of the Armenian
language to some of its heirs,
and...that many who have been
put off by its inscrutable signs will

" one day venture to explore this

wonderful language in its native
garb”

The Dictionary is ideally suited
for -speakers of Armenian at any
level. Armenian speakers and
those learning the language will
find the Dictionary to be a cons-
tant and indispensable companion.
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~ Teach for Armenia Program

Open to Applicants for Fall 1994

FRESNO, CA — Applications are now being
accepted for the second year: of the Teach for
Armenia Program. The program, which is admin-
istered by the Armenian Studies Program of
California State University, Fresno, has been
designed to facilitate Armenia’s development as
a technologically advanced, democratic society.
The new generation of leaders in Armenia has
been quick to recognize that the country’s fate
rests with its ability to actively participate in the
information revolution sweeping the world. To
achieve the goals set by Armenia’s leadership,
Armenia needs to enter the global community of
knowledge as quickly as possible.

Among the objectives of the Teach for
Armenia program are: To expose students and
scholars in Armenia to American research meth-
ods and techniques; to introduce American-style
teaching methods and curricula into the
Armenian educational system; to raise the level
of English-language instruction in Armenia; to
acquaint American participants with the prob-
lems and potential of Armenia.

Teach for Armenia is open to Americans hold-
ing at least a bachelor of arts degree or the
equivalent. Up to ten applicants per year for the
first two years will be accepted for placement in
Armenia. The Armenian Studies Program will
select candidates based on their qualifications
and experience. The most suitable applicants will
be interviewed by Program faculty.

Depending on their background, participants
in the program will be placed in one of three
educational settings:

1. Participants with background in education
will serve as instructors in their respective sub-
‘ect areas at one of the English-language schools

- within Yerevan, or at a school where students
receive intensive instruction in English.

2. Participants with training and/or experi-
ence in the teaching of English, particularly
English as a second language, will teach English
it Yerevan State University, the State
wngineering Institute, or the Pedagogical
nstitute. .

3. Participants not fitting into the above cate-
Jories will serve as English-language instructors
n their specialties at Yerevan State University or
he State Engineering Institute. They will work
vith college-aged students seeking to strengthen
neir English-language skills and gain a broader
understanding of their field. In conjunction with

their teaching duties, participants will also assist
Armenian graduate students and scholars in
editing academic articles for publication in
English-language journals.

Under the auspices of the Ministry of
Education and the Ministry of Higher Education
and Science of Armenia, Americans will receive
a salary comparable to their Armenian counter-
parts, will be housed in Yerevan and receive free
health care. They may serve one or two academ-
ic semesters. Service for longer periods may be
arranged with educational officials in Armenia.

In the past three years, as Armenia has moved
toward democracy and independence, a handful
of Americans have shared their teaching skills
with schools in Armenia. Both as educators and
as models of American standards, their expertise
has been highly valued. Armenian educational
officials have reported that teachers and profes-
sors, as well as students, have benefited from the
interaction. With Armenia seeking to greatly
expand its ties to the West, interest in involving
university-educated Americans in the country’s
development has dramatically grown.

Teach for Armenia represents the first concerted
effort to facilitate the placement and preparation
of American teaching candidates in Armenia. The
program is supported by the Ministries of
Education and of Higher Education and Science
of Armenia, and the Armenian Studies Program of
California State University, Fresno.

Those interested in the Teach for Armenia
program should contact the Armenian Studies
Program, California State University/Fresno,
Fresno, CA 93740; tel. (209) 2782669, fax (209)
278-2129 for application materials.
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CSUF Offers Varied Schedule of
Armenian Studies Courses in '94

FRESNO — A full and varied
schedule of courses in Armenian
Studies is being offered by the
Armenian Studies Program of
California State University, Fresno
for the Spring 1994 semester.

Three sections of Introduction to
Armenian Studies are being of-
fered. The courses deal with a
first-look for the student at Arme-
nian Studies with an emphasis on
current events and culture. The
Armenian community of the San
Joaquin Valley is examined as one
of the first Armenian communities
in the United States.

William Saroyan is the subject of
a special course offered by Prof.
Dickran Kouymjian, Haig and
Isabel Berberian Professor of
Armenian Studies and Director of
the Armenian Studies Program.
The course, which meets on three
consecutive weekends, explored
the life and work of Fresno’s most
famous native son.

Armenian Painting is the topic of
another three-unit course, this one
covering the history of the
development of Armenian manus-
cript painting, known also as
miniature illumination. CSUF is
one of the few places in the coun-
try where regular courses on
Armenian art are taught.

Literature and history are
covered in two separate courses.
Armenian Literature translated into
English is the subject of Master-
pieces of Armenian Literature.
Barlow Der Mugrdechian brings a
wealth of experience in teaching
the course which explored the
wealthy literary tradition of the
Armenians. Modern Armenian
History will be covered in a one-
semester history survey which has
become a popular course. Major
emphasis will be placed on the
development of the modern Repub-
lic of Armenia.

Language is the core of any
Armenian Studies Program and
Modern Western Armenian wil be
taught in a second semester
course, Armenian 1B, to a conti-
nuing group of students from last
semester.

Two one-unit course round out
the schedule for the Spring
semester, The Armenian Church

_and the Armenian Genocide are in-

tensive one weekend courses.

Instruction for the Spring 1994
semester begins Jan. 31. For more
information or schedules, contact
the ASP at (209) 278-2669 or by
FAX at (209) 278-2129.
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ARMENIAN DICTIONARY IN TRANS-
LITERATION. By Thomas J.
Samuelian. Armenian National
Education Committee. New York:
1993. 139 pp.

By Barlow Der Mugrdechian
Armenian Studies Program
California State University, Fresno

The Armenian Dictionary in
Transliteration by Thomas J.
Samuelian is an ambitious under-
taking. It is ambitious because the
compilation of a dictionary is an
arduous task, requiring a firm
grasp of the subtleties of both
Armenian and English. A dic-
tionary of transliteration will pro-
bably be a new phenomena for
speakers of Armenian whose
native language is English. Its aim
as articulated by the author in the
preface is to provide both a dic-
tionary in transliteration for Arme-
nian speakers unfamiliar with
Armenian script and a speller’s

dictionary, that is, to provide an
easily accessible work which
enables an Armenian speaker who
can pronounce a word in Armen-
ian, to be also able to spell it.

Samuelian has chosen to utilize
the Western dialect of Modern
Armenian, since it is the dialect
most familiar to Armenians living
in America. The 139-page dictio-
nary is composed of three sections:
An English-Armenian Dictionary,
an Armenian-English Dictionary,
and a phrasebook.

The first section, the English-
Armenian Dictionary, is compris-
ed of the entry in English in bold
text, followed by its Armenian
translation in English translitera-
tion, and then the entry in Armen-
ian. At the bottom of each page,
a brief pronunciation guide is pro-
vided for non-native speakers, with
special emphasis on pronunciation
of vowels. A more complete trans-

_ literation table is provided at the
beginning of the book. Gramma-
tical usage notes accompany each

entry, explaining the grammatical
case which should be used with the
entry, which makes the dictionary
particularly useful for students.
Section two, the Armenian-

English Dictionary, is composed of
the Armenian entry in English
transliteration in bold text, follow-
ed by the Armenian entry, and then
the English transliteration. The
value of this section is in its
usefulness as a spelling guide. For
the many Armenians who can
speak Armenian but can only write
it fairly well, the Armenian word
can be found by its pronunciation,

and then the correct spelling can be
found. The problems of spelling,

commonly encountered in modern
Western Armenian (e.g. p/p’ or
k/k’), are clarified in this section.

The third section is a phrase-

book, filled with greetings, words

and phrases for simple conversa-
tion, numbers, time, familial
terms, and-activities. The entries
are arranged according to Armen-
ian, Engligh transliteration in bold,
and then English translation. This
section is especially useful for the
novice and gives one a familiarity
with the language.

Thomas Samuelian’s Dictionary
also brings with it the advantage of
the native English speaker, who is
able to eliminate”the archaic ter-

minology and British English often .

found in some Armenian-English
dictionaries. The over 4,000 en-
tries included in the dictionary pro-
vide a basic lexicon for conver-

. sation.

An added plus is the Armenian
script used for the book, which,
created by the author, is clear and
easy to read.

The Armenian Dictionary in

- Transliteration is a welcome se-
| quel to Samuelian’s earlier two

volume Course in Modern Western
Armenian. The Dictionary fulfills
the two-fold promise it begins
with: “‘...that it will restore the
rich linguistic legacy of the Arme-
nian language to some of its heirs,
and the other is that many who
have been put off by its inscrutable
signs will one day venture to ex-
plore this wonderful language in its
native garb.”” The Dictionary is
ideally suited for speakers of Ar-
menian at any level. Armenian
speakers and those learning the
language will find the Dictionary
to be a constant and indispensable
companion.
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Teach for Armenia Program Open to Applicants
for Fall 1994 and Spring 1995 Semesters

FRESNO, CA - Applica-
tions are now being accepted
for the second year of the
Teach for Armenia program.
The Teach for Armenia pro-
gram, which is administered by
the Armenian Studies Program
of California State University,
Fresno, has been designed to
facilitate Armenia’s devel-
opment as a technologically
advanced, democratic society.
The new generation of leaders
in Armenia has been quick to
recognize that the country’s
fate rests with its ability to ac-
tively participate in the
information revolution sweep-
ing over the planet. To achieve
the goals set by Armenia’s
leadership, Armenia needs to
enter the global community of
knowledge as quickly as pos-
sible.

Among the chief objectives
of the Teach for Armenia pro-
gram are the following:

1) Expose students and
scholars in Armenia to Ameri-
can research methods and tech-
niques;

2) Introduce American-style
teaching methods and curricula
into the Armenian educational
system;

3) Raise the level of English-
language instruction in Arme-
nia;

4) Acquaint American par-

“ticipants with the problems and
potential of Armenia.

Teach for Armenia is open
to Americans holding at least
a bachelor of arts degree or
equivalent. Up to ten appli-
cants per vear for the first two
years will be accepted for
placement in Armenia. The
Armenian Studies Program
will select candidates based on
their qualifications and expe-

rience. The most suitable ap-
plicants will be interviewed by
Program faculty.

Depending  on their
backgound, participants in the
program will be placed in one
of three educational settings:

1. Participants with back-
ground in education will serve
as instructors in their respec-
tive subject areas at one of the
English-language schools
within Yerevan, or at a school
where students recetve inten-
sive instruction in English.

2. Participants with training
and/or experience in the teach-
ing of English, particularly En-
glish as a second language, will
teach English at Yerevan State
University, the State Engineer-
ing Institute, or the Pedagogi-
cal Institute.

3. Paticipants not fitting into
the above categories will serve
as English-lanuage instructors
in their specialties at Yerevan
State University or the State
Engineering Institute. They
will work with college-aged
students seeking to strengthen
their English-language skills
and gain a broader understand-
ing of their field In conjunction
with their taching duties, par-
ticipants will also assist Arme-
nian graduate students and
scholars in editing academic
articles for publication in En-

-glish-language journals. Under

the auspices of the Ministry of
Education of the Republic of
Armenia and the Ministry of
Higher Education and Science
of the Republic of Armenia.
Americans will receive a sal-
ary comparable to their Arme-
nian counterparts. While serv-
ing in the Teach for Armenia
program. participants will be
housed in Yerevan and receive

free health care. American par-
ticipants imay serve one or two
academic semesters. Service
for longer periods may be ar-
ranged with educational offi-
cials in Armenia.

In the past three years, as Ar-
menia has moved toward de-
mocracy and independence, a
handful of Americans have
shared their teaching skills
with schools in Armenia. Both
as educators and as models of
American standards, their ex-
pertise has been highly valued.
Armenian educational officials
have reported that teachers and
professors, as well as students,
have benefitted from the inter-
action. With Armenia seeking
to greatly expand ties to the
West, interest in involving uni-
versity-educated Americans in
the country’s development has
dramatically grown.

Teach for Armenia repre-
sents the first concerted ef-
fort to facilitate the place-
ment and preparation of
American teaching candi-
dates in Armenia. The pro-
gram is supported by the
Ministry of Education of the
Republic of Armenia, the
Ministry of Higher Education
and Science of the Republic
of Armenia, and the Arme-
nian Studies Program of Cali-
fornia State University,
Fresno.

Those interested in the
Teach for Armenia program
should contact the Armenian
Studies Program (Armenian
Studies Program. California
State University. Fresno.
California. 93740. tel. 209-
278-2669. FAX: 209-278-
2129) for appiication materi-
als.
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L'amnesie de
I'historien

‘entretien accordé a votre journal le 16/11/93

par le Professeur Bernard Lewis, un collegue

de longue date, ainsi que ses “explications” por-
tant sur le génocide des Arméniens (courrier du
Monde, 1/1/94) , 4 la suite des réactions indignées
d'intellectuels francais, nous dévoilent la position
nouvelle qu'a adoptée sur ce sujet un historien de
renom.

En effet, s'il dit aujourd'hui qu'“il n'existe aucune
preuve sérieuse d une décision et d'un plan du
gouvernement ottoman visant  exterminer la nation
arménienne”. 11 faut rappeler qu'il y a une trentaine
d'années it tenait d'autres propos dans 1'un de ses
ouvrages les plus importants, the Emergence of
modern Turkey (Oxford University Press, 1961),
lorsque, dans la section consacrée aux minorités reli-
gieuses de I Empire ottoman, il parlait (p. 350) du
“terrribie holocauste de 1916, quand un million et
demi d'Arméniens périrent”,

Comment expliquer ce revirement ?

I est bicn connu que les historiens turcs. encourages
» pouvernement, procédent a une révision de
o o histoire mais il est surprenant de voir
vant de la réputation du Professeur Lewis
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Armenia

Fresno Lecture

FRESNO - To commemo-
rate the 600th anniversary of the
death and burial of the last King
of Armenia in Paris, the Alliance
Francaise invites you to an illus-
trated lecture by Dr. Dickran
Kouymjian entitled “The French
Kings of Armenia,” on Tuesday,
February 15, 1994 at 7:30 p.m.
in the Bonner Auditorium of the
Fresno Arts Museum.

For nearly a century, the Ar-
menian Kingdom of Cilicia, es-

tablished in the plains and moun-

tains of the northeastern tip of
the Mediterranean Sea coast,
was ruled by the French house
of Lusignan, a small village near
Poitiers. When the Mam]uk Sul-
tans of Egypt conquered the Ar-
menian capital of Sis in 1375
and took King Levon (Leon) and

his wife captive to Cairo, the last-

autonomous Armenia state in
pre-modern times came to an
end. Ultimately ransomed by
the Spanish Kings of Castille,
King Levon was invited to
France where he was honored by
the Kings of France, England,
and Spain. For a decade he
‘Jobbied the French and English
monarchies to mount a new
Crusade against the Muslims
ruling Armenia and the Holy
Jand. At his death in 1393, he
was buried along with the
French kings in the Basilica of
Saint-Denis, just outside of
Paris.

on the French Kings of Armenia

The French, along with the
English and Germans, got in-
volved in Near Eastern life and
politics during the First Crusade
at the end of the 11th century
when the Latin Kingdom of Je-
rusalem was established after the
liberation of that city from its
Muslim rulers: Well after the
Joss of Jerusalem and the end of
the Crusading movement in the
13th century, the French noble
family of Lusignan continued to
rule as Kings of Cyprus and Ar-
menia.

French and European ways
were to have an enduring effect
on Armenian art, customs, and
Janguage, as Armenian architec-
ture and commerce were to in-
fluence the west.

This very intense moment in
east-west relations will be presen-
ted with abundant illustrations

of the art of the period by Dr. -

Kouymjian, Haig and Isabel Ber-
berian Professor of Armenian
Studies at California State Uni-
versity, Fresno, and director of
the Armenian Studies Program:
For many years Prof. Kouymjian
has been interested in the artistic
exchanges between Armenia and
the Latin West and Armenia and
the Mongol East in the 13th and
14th centuries.

He will also briefly present

some of the highlights of the ex-
hibit on Cilician Armenia held in
Paris in the Chapel of the Sor-
bonne and inaugurated by Presi-
dents Francois Mitterrrand of
France and Levon Ter Petrossian
of Armenia.

For further information con-
tact the Alliance Francaise, tel.
297-9065 or the Armenian Stu-
dies Program, CSUF, 278-2669.
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D_r. Kouymijian Will Lecture on French
Kings of Armenia, Feb. 15, in Fresno

FRESNO - Dr. Dickran Kouy-

jian will deliver an unusual lecture, ,

‘“The French Kings of Armenia,”’
on Feb. 15, 7:30 p.m. in the Bon-
ner Auditorium of the Fresno Arts
Museum. The lecture which com-
memorates the 600th anniversary
of the death and burial in Paris of
the last King of Armenia, is being
hosted by the Alliance Francaise.
For nearly a century, the Arme-
nian Kingdom of Cilicia was rul-
ed by the French House of
Lusignan. When the Mamluk
Sultans of -Egypt conquered the
Armenian capital of Sis in 1375
and took King Levon V and his
wife . captive to Cairo, the last
autonomous Armenian state in pre-
modern times came to an end.
Ultimately ransomed by the
Spanish Kings of Castille, King
Levon was invited to France where
he was honored by the Kings of
France, England, and Spain. For
a decade he lobbied in vain for the
French and English monarchies to
mount a new Crusade against the
Muslims ruling Armenia and the
Holy Land. At his death in 1393,
he was buried along with the
French kings in the Basilica of
Saint Denis, just outside of Paris.

The French, along with the
English and Germans, got involv-
ed in Near Eastern life and politics
during the First Crusade at the end
of the 11th century. Well after the
loss of Jerusalem and the end of the
Crusading movement in the 13th
century, the French noble family
of Lusignan continued to rule as
Kings of Cyprus and Armenia.

French and European ways were
to' have an enduring’ effect on
Armenian art, customs, and
language, as Armenian architec-
ture and commerce were to in-
influence the west.

Dr. Kouymjian will present
abundant illustrations of the art of
the period. For many years, Prof.

Kouymjian, Haig and Isabel
Berberian Professor of Armenian
Studies at California State Univer-
sity, Fresno, and director of the
Armenian Studies program, has
been interested in the artistic ex-
changes between Armenia and the
Latin West and Armenian and the
Mongol East in the 13th and 14th
centuries.

He will also present some of the
highlights of the exhibit on Cilician
Armenia held in Paris in the
Chapel of the Sorbonne and in-
augurated by Presidents Francois
Mitterand of France and Levon
Ter-Petrossian of Armenia.

For more information about the
Feb. 15 program contact the
Alliance Francaise at (209)
207-9065, or the Armenian Studies
Program, CSUF, (209) 278-2669.
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Lecture on the
French Kings
of Cilician Armenia

FRESNO, CA — To commemorate the 600th anniversary of
the death and burial of the last King of Armenia in Paris, the
Alliance Francaise will host an illustrated lecture by Dr.
Dickran Kouymjian on “The French Kings of Armenia” on
Tuesday, February 15, at 7:30 pm, in the Bonner Auditorium
of the Fresno Arts Museum.

For nearly a century, the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia,
established in the plains and mountains of the northeastern
tip of the Mediterranean Sea Coast, was ruled by the French
house of Lusignan. When the Mamluk Sultans of Egypt con-
quered the Armenian capital of Sis in 1375 and took King
Levon (Léon) and his wife captive to Cairo, the last
autonomous Armenian state in pre-modern times came to an
end. Ultimately ransomed by the Spanish Kings of Castille,
King Levon was invited to France where he was honored by
the Kings of France, England, and Spain. For a decade he
lobbied the French and English monarchies to mount a new
Crusade against those foreigners ruling Armenia and the
Holy Land. At his death in 1393, King Levon was buried
along with the French kings in the Basilica of Saint-Denis,
just outside of Paris.

The French, along with the English and Germans, got
involved in Near Eastern life and politics during the First
Crusade at the end of the 11th century, when the Latin
Kingdom of Jerusalem was established after the liberation of
that city from its Muslim rulers. Well after the loss of
Jerusalem and the end of the Crusading movement in the
13th century, the French noble family of Lusignan continued
to rule as Kings of Cyprus and Armenia.

French and European ways were to have an enduring
effect on Armenian art, customs, and language, as Armenian
architecture and commerce were to influence the West.

This important moment in eastwest relations will be pre- ~ King Levon V. Marble effigy of the last

sented with abundant illustrations of the art of the period by Armenian King of Cilicia at St-Denis,
Dr. Kouymjian, Haig and Isabel Berberian Professor of Hiohe:
Armenian Studies at California State University, Fresno, and
director of the Armenian Studies Program. For many years Prof. Kouymjian has been interested in
the artistic exchanges between Armenia and the Latin West, and Armenia and the Mongol East in the
13th and 14th centuries.

He will also briefly present some of the highlights of the exhibit on Cilician Armenia held in Paris in
the Chapel of the Sorbonne and inaugurated by Presidents Francois Mitterrand of France and Levon
Der Petrossian of Armenia.
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Prof. Dickran Kouyoumjian to lecture on
‘The French Kings of Armenia’

FRESNO, CA—To commemorate
the 600th anniversary of the death
and burial of the last King of
Armenia, Alliance Francaise will
host an illustrated lecture by Dr.
Dickran Kouyoumjian entitled
“The French Kings of Armenia,’ on
Tuesday, February 15, at 7:30 pm,
in the Bonner Auditorium of the
Fresno Arts Museum.

For nearly a century the Arme-
nian Kingdom of Cilicia, establish-
ed in the plains and mountains of
the northeastern tip of the Mediter-
ranean seacoast, was ruled by the
French house of Lusignan, a small
village near Poitiers. When the
Mamluk Sultans of Egypt con-
quered the Armenian capital of Sis
in 1375 and took King Levon
(Leon) and his wife captive to Cairo,
the last autonomous Armenian
state in pre-modern times came to
an end.

Ultimately ransomed by the
Spanish Kings of Castille, King
Levon was invited to France where
he was honored by the Kings of

France, England, and Spain. For a
decade he lobbied the French and
English monarchies -to mount a
new Crusade against Muslims rul-
ing Armenia and the Holy Land.
At his death in 1393, he was buried
along with the French kings in the
Basilica of Saint-Denis, just outside
of Paris.

The French, along with the
English and the Germans, got in-
volved in Near Eastern life and
politics during the First Crusade at
the end of the 11th century, when
the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem
was established after the liberation
of that city from its Muslim rulers.
Well after the loss of Jerusalem and
the end of the Crusading move-
ment in the 13th century, the
French noble family of Lusignan
continued to rule as Kings of
Cyprus and Armenia.

French and European ways were
to have an enduring effect on
Armenian art, customs, and lan-
guage, as Armenian architecture
and commerce were to influence

the west.

This very intense moment in
east-west relations will be pre-
sented with abundant illustrations
of the art of the period by Dr.
Kouyoumjian, who is Haig and
[sabel Berberian Professor of Ar-
menian Studies at California State:
University, Fresno, and director of
the Armenian Studies Program
here. For many years Prof.
Kouyoumjian has been interested
in the artistic exchanges between
Armenia and the Latin West, and
Armenia and the Mongol East, in
the 13th and 14th centuries.

He will also briefly present some
of the highlights of the exhibit on
Cilician Armenia held in Paris in
the Chapel of the Sorbonne and in-
augurated by Presidents Francois
Mitterand of France and Levon Ter-
Petrosian of Armenia.

For further information, contact
Alliance Francaise at 209-297-9065,
or the Armenian Studies Program,
CSUF, at 209-278-2669.
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" Dr. Kouymijian to Lecture on French Kings of Armenia

FRESNO, CA - To commemorate the 600th

anniversary of the death and burial of the last King

of Armenia in Paris, the A {liance Fraricaise is spon-
soring an illustrated lecture by Dr. Dickran
Kouymjian entitled “The French Kings of Arme-
nia,” on Tuesday, February. 15, 1994 at 7:30 p.m.

in the Bonner Auditorium of the Fresno Arts Mu- -

seum. , ,
For nearly a century, the Armenian Kingdom of
Cilicia, established in the plains and mountains of

the northeastern tip of the Mediterranean Sea coast, -

was ruled by the French house of Lusignan, a small
village near Poitiers. When the Mamluk Sultans
of Egypt conquered the Armenian capital of Sisin
1275 and took King Levon (Leon) and his wife

captive to Cairo, the last autonomous Armenian

state in pre-modern times came to an end. Ulti-
mately ransomed by the Spanish Kings of Castille,
King Levon was invited to France where he was
honored by the Kings of France, England, and
Spain. For a decade he lobbied the French and
England monarchies to mount a new Crusade
against the Muslims ruling Armenia and the Holy
Land. At his death in 1393, he was buried along
with the French kings in the Basilica of Saint-
Denis, just outside of Paris.

The French, along with the English and Ger-
mans; got involved in Near Eastern life and poli-
tics during the First Crusade at the end of the 11st

century when the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem
was established after the liberation of that city

~ from its Muslim rulers. Well after the loss of Jeru-
“salem and the end of the Crusading movement in
_the 13th century, the French noble family of

Lusignan continued to rule as Kings of Cyprus

and Armenia.

French and European ways were to-have an en-
during effect on Armenian art, customs, and lan-
guage, as Armenian architecture and commerce
were to influence the West.

This very intense moment in East-West rela-
tions will be presented with abundant illustrations

. of the art of the period by Dr. Kouymjian, Haig

and Isabel and Berberian Professor of Armenian
Studies at California State University, Fresno, and
direetor of the Armenian Studies Program. For
many years Prof. Kouymjian has been interested
in the artistic exchanges between Armenia and
the Latin West and Armenia and the Mongol East
in the 13th and 14th centuries.

He will also briefly present some of the high-

 lights of the exhibit on Cilician Armenia held in

Paris in the Chapel of the Sorbonne and inaugu-
rated by Presidents Francois Mitterrance of France
and Levon Der Bedrosian of Armenia.

_For further information contact the Alliance
Francaise, tel. 297-9065, or the Armenian Stud-
ies Program, CSUF, 278-2669.
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Talk commemorates king’s burial

The Alliance Francaise is scheduled to present a
lecture Tuesday in Fresno to commemorate the
600th anniversary of the death and burial of the
last King of Armenia in Paris.

Dickran Kouymjian will present an illustrated
lecture titled “The French Kings of Armenia” at
7:30 p.m. in the Bonner Auditorium of the Fresno
Art Museum. Lo

More information is available from the Alliance
_Francaise at 297-9065 or the Armenian’ Studies
Program at Fresno State University at 278-2669.
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onday Report

Publications

Barlow Der Mugrdechian (Arme-
nian Studies) had his review of Arme-
nent Dictonary i Transliteration, Thomas
Samuchan (Armenian National Educa-

“tion Committee, New York, 1993),
published in The Armenian Reporter
and the Armenian Weekly, January

10908
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Lecture on the French Kings of ~ Lecture on

Armenia Given in Fresno, Ca. French Kings of

FRESNO. CA - To com- Poitiers. When the Mamiuk Sulians - Armenia Given
memorate the  600th of Egypt conquered the Armenian .
anniversary of the death and  capital of Sis in 1375 and took King m FI'CSIIO, Ca-
urial of the last King of Ar- L is wi ti .
?nenziia (zn Paris, the Alliance toe\(Ilc;rilrgLigg)lggtdal:;tsorlvcigclocss t/I%Vr(i Contipued kojnp: I e

) 2 - P > Al- Near Eastern life and politics

Francaise had an open invita- menia state in pre-modern times
tion to an illustrated lecture by came to an end. Ultimately ran-
Dr. Dickran Kouymjian enti- somed by the Spanish Kings of [ 4(in Kingdom of Jerusalem was
tled “The French Kings of Castille, King Levon was invited to establishetéi after the liberation of
Armenia,” which was held on  France where he was honored by that city from its Muslim rulers.
Tuesday, February 15,1994 at  the Kings of France, England, and wWel| after the loss of Jerusalem
7:30 P.M. in the Bonner Audi- ~ Spain. For a decade he lobbied the  4nd the end of the Crusading
torium of the Fresno Arts Mu-  French and English monarchies to movement in the 13th SETEITY.
seum. mount a new Crusade against the the French noble family 6{

For nearly a century, the Muslims ruling Armenia and the. [ ysignan continued to rule as
Armenian Kingdom of Holy Land. At his death in 1393, Kings of Cyprus and Armenia.
Cilicia, established in the ~he was buried along with the French and European ways
plaitis‘and ‘mountains-of the - French kings-in-the:Basilica of \yere to have an enduring effect
northeastern tip of the Medi- “Saint-Denis, just outside of Paris. on Armenian art. customs. and
terranean Sea coast, wasruled - The French, along with the En- Janguage, as Armenian architec-
by the French house of %liSh and Germans, got involvedin tyre and commerce were to in-
Lusignan, a small village near D¢ Was bu{rﬂledtalong with the f,0nce the west.

This very intense moment in
east-west relations has been pre-
sented with abundant illus-
trations of the art of the period
by Dr. Kouymjian, Haig and
Jsabel Berberian Professor of
Armenian Studies at California
State University, Fresno, and di-
rector of the Armenian Studies
Program. For many years Prof.
Kouymjian has been interested
in the artistic exchanges between
Armenia and the Latin West and
Armenia and the Mongol East in
the 13th and 14th centuries.

He has also briefly presented
some of the highlights of the ex-
hibit on Cilician Armenia held

in Paris in the Chapel of the
Sorbonne and inaugurated by
Presidents Francois Miterrand of
Franceaind Levon Ter Petrossian
of Armznia

during the First Crusade at the
end of the 11th century when the
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Fresno Community Council
Elects Execufive Officers

FRESNO — The Armenian
Community Council of the San
Joaquin Valley held elections
for the executive board for 1994
during a January general meeting,

Barlow Der Mugrdechian of
the Armemnian Studies Program
of CSU Fresno, was re-elected
to a second term as Chajrman.

Joining him on the board are:
Bill Sahatdjian, vice chairman;
Bob Der Mugrdechian, Sr., trea-
surer; Bryan Bedrosian, secretary;
Advisors: Very Rev. Fr. Muron
Aznikian, Fr. Vartan Kasparian,
and Rev. Kar] Avakian.

The core of the Armenian
Community Council came into
being as a direct result of the
December 7, 1988 earthquake
which devastated part of Ar-
menia.

The following statement of
purpose was approved following
the cooperative efforts of the
groups:

“The Armenian Community
Council of the San Joaquin
Valley shall provide a frame-
work within which it will be
possible for all elements of the
Armenian community of the
San Joaquin Valley to work in
cooperation to: 1)commemorate
April 24, Armenian Martyrs Day,

2) observe Armenian Cultural
Month in October; 3) respond
at other times to special situa-
tions where cooperative effort
would be preferable to indi-
vidual organizational action;
4) aid the Republic of Armenia.

Almost all the churches and
organizations have representa-
tives in the Armenian Com-
munity Council of the San
Joaquin Valley: The First Ar-
menian  Presbyterian Church,
Holy Trinity, Pilgrim Armenian
Congregational, St. Paul, Sts.
Sahag-Mesrob, St. Mary, Armen-
ian Evangelical Union of North
America, Armenian National
Committee (ANC), Armenian
Studies Program (CSU Fresno),
Armerian Community School
of -Fresno, Armenian American
Citizens’ League, Armenian Ge-
neral Benevolent Union (AGBU),
Armenian Democratic League
(ADL), Armenian Revolutionary
Federation (ARF), Arnienian
Radio Hour, Knights of Vartan,
Daughters of Vartan, Tekeyan
Cultural Association, Hamaz-
kayin Cultural Association, Ho-
mentemen, General Society of
Vasbouragan, Daron-Douroupe-
ran Compatriotic Union, and
Dickranagerd Compatriotic
Union.
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Student from Yerevan Studies at GSU

FRESNO — For 26 year-old.
Yerevan Jawyer Artak Darbinian,
the fall 1993 semester at Califor-
nia State University, Fresno was
a busy and productive one. Dar-
binian, a graduate of the Jaw pro-
gran: at Yerevan State University’,
enrolled in two business courses,

Business and the Legal Environ- |

ment and the Law of Business
Organizations and two Armenian
Studies Program classes, Intro-
duction to Armenian Studies
and Armenian Architecture.

In the Spring 1994 semester

he has enrolled in Business and
Society and Real Estate Law and
two more Armenian Studies
courses, Armenian Painting and
William Saroyan. Darbinian’s
main area of interest is in real
estate law especially relating to
the privatization of housing. in
Armenia.

In addition to his class sche-

constant stream letters which
visitors to and from Armenia
have brought with them.
Darbinian was selécted from a
field of candidates to study for

dule, Darbinian has found the one year in the United States
time to become an active mem- as part of the Russia/Eurasia
ber of the Armenian Students Or- Awards  Program  (REAP),
ganization on <campus, and a funded under the Freedom Sup-
staff member of the Hye Shar- port Act and administered

zhoom newspaper, where he is
in charge of circulation and is a
writer for the Armenian page.

An important part of Darbin-
ian’s education has been the ex-
perience of Jiving in the dormi-
tories at CSUF where he has
made many friends and learned
much about American culture.
Dorm students in turn have been

made aware of Armenia and Ar--

menians through several infor-

mal talks which Darbinian has .

presented to fellow students.
Darbinian was also a guest of the
“Coffee Hour” sponsored by the
International Student Program
where he also spoke about Ar-
menia.

Darbinian, whose parents
Moushegh and Heghine, and bro-
thers Vahran: and Garen live in
Yerevar, has been able to stay in
close contact with relatives
through the miracle of Jong-dis-
tarce telephone and from a

through the United State Infor-
mation Agency. The Armenian
Studies Program and Internation-
al Studies Program of CSUF
jointly arranged for Darbinian’s
one year stay.

Next year, the Armenian Stu-
dies Program hopes to increase
the number of students who will
be able to visit CSUF through
the REAP program.

" Barlow Der Mugrdechian of
the Armenian Studies Program is
providing ccunseling services for
Darbinian and the ASP was able

~to grant a scholarship to assist

Darbinian, while the Internation-
al Studies Program, through the
auspices of Director Dr. Peter

" Klassen, has provided a full CSU

Fresno tuition waiver. = Carol
Munshower of the International
Students Progran provided ins-
trumental support in arranging
Darbinian’s stay in the United
States.
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Valley Armenian council
re-elects chairman

The Armenian Community
Council of the San Joaquin Val-
ley recently held elections for its ex-
ecutive board for 1994 during the
January general meeting.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian of the
Armenian Studies Program at
Frﬂgga_tglmise@ity was elect-
ed to a second term as chairman.
Joining him on the board are: Bill
Sahatdjian, vice-chairman; Bob
Der Mugrdechian, senior treasurer;
Bryan Bedrosian, secretary; and
Very Rev. Fr. Muron Aznikian,
Fr. Vartan Kasparian, and Rev.
Karl Avakian, who were all elected
as advisers.

The council was created after the
Dec. 7, 1988, earthquake in Armenia.
The group’s immediate purpose was
to help coordinate the various earth-
quake relief activities in the San Joa-
quin Valley. The council now focuses
on working with the Armenian com-
munity to help support various cul-
tural and relief efforts.
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Yerevan State University Graduate
Attends Cal State University, Fresno

FRESNO - For 26-year-old
Yerevan lawyer-Artak Darbinian,
the fall 1993 semester at Califor-
nia State University, Fresno was a
busy and productive one.

Darbinian, a graduate of the law
program at Yerevan State Univer-
sity, enrolled in two business
courses, and two Armenian Studies
classes. For the Spring 1994
semester he has enrolled in two ad-
ditional and
“‘Armenian Painting’” and a class
on “‘William Saroyan.™

Darbinian’s main area of interest
is in real estate law especially

business courses

relating to the privatization of
housing in Armenia.

In addition to his class schedule,
Darbinian is active in the Arme-
nian Students Organization on
campus, and is a staff member of
the school’s Hye Sharzhoom
newspaper, where he is in charge
of circulation and is a writer for the
Armenian page.

Staying at the CSUF dorms;
Darbinian has made many new
friends and learned much about
American culture. In turn; dorm
students have been made aware of
Armenia and Armenians through
sevérat informal talks presented by
Darbinian. Darbinian was also a
guest of the **Coffee Hour™" spon-
sored by the International Student
Program where he also spokc
about Armenia.

Darbinian has remained in touch
with his parents and brothers in
Yerevan through long-distance
telephone and from a constant
stream of letters which visitors to
and from Armenia have brought
with them.

Darbinian was sclected from a

fieid of candidatcs "o siuay 10T ONE
year in the United States as part of
the Russia/Eurasia Awards Pro-
gram (REAP), and administered
by the U.S. Information Agency.
The Armenian Studies Program

and International Studies Program
of CSUF jointly arranged for Dar-
binian’s one year stay. Next year,
the ASP hopes -to increase the
number of students who will be
able to visit CSUF through REAP.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian of the
ASP is providing counseling ser-
vices for Darbinian and the ASP
was able to grant a scholarship to
assist the Armenian student. The
International  Studies
though Director Dr. Peter Klassen,
has provided a full CSU Fresno
tuition waiver.

Program,
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Armenian Community
Council Elects Executive

The Armenian Community Council of San
Joaquin Valley held elections for their
executive board for 1994 during their January
general meeting. Barlow Der Mugrdechian
of the Armenian Studies Program of
Fresno was re-elected to a second term as
Chairman. Joining him on the board are: Bill
Sahatjian, Vice Chairman; Bob Der
Mugrdichian, Sr., Treasurer; Bryan
Bedrosian, Secretary; Advisors-Very Rev. Fr.
Muron Aznikian, Fr. Vartan Kasparian and
Rev. Karl Avakian.

The core of the Armenian Community
Council came into being as a direct result of
the December 7, 1988 earthquake which
devastated Armenia.

Initially it was composed of all the
Armenian churches in the San Joaquin Valley,
as well as some of the major Armenian
organizations. :

The immediate purpose was to help
coordinate the various earthquake relief
activities in the San Joaquin Valley.

The following statement of purpose was
approved following the cooperative efforts
of the groups.

“The Armenian Community Council of
the San Joaquin Valley shall provide a
framework within which it will be possible
for all elements of the Armenian community
of the San Joaquin Valley to work in
cooperation to-
|. commemorate April 24, Armenian

Martyrs’ Day

2. observe Armenian Cultural Month in
October

3. respond at other times to special situations
where cooperative effort would be preferable
to individual organizational action

4. aid the Republic of Armenia”

The following churches and organizations
have representatives in the Armenian
Community Council of the San Joaquin
Valley:

First Armenian Presbyterian Church, Holy
Trinity Armenian Church, Pilgrim Armenian
Congregational Church, St. Paul Armenian
Church, Sts. Sahag-Mesrob Armenian
Church, St. Mary Armenian Church,
Armenian Evangelical Union of North
America, Armenian National Committee of
Fresno, Armenian Studies Program (CSU
Fresno), Armenian Community School of
Fresno, Armenian American Citizens’
League, Armenian General Benevolent
Union, Armenian Democratic League,
Armenian Revolutionary Federation,
Armenian Relief Society, Armenian
American Public Affairs Organization,
Armenian Radio Hour, Knights of Vartan,
Daughters of Vartan, Tekeyan Cultural
Association, Hamazkayin Cultural
Association, Homenetmen, General Society
of Vasbouragan, Daron-Dourouperan
Compatriotic Union, and Dickranagerd
Compatriotic Union.
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Student From Yerevan State University
Studies at CSU Fresno

FRESNO, CA - For 26-year-
old Yerevan lawyer Artak
Darbinian, the fall 1993 semes-
ter at California State Universi-
ty, Fresno was a busy and pro-
ductive one. Darbinian, a gradu-
ate of the law program at Yerevan
State University, enrolled in two
business courses, “Business and
the Legal Environment” and the
“Law of Business Organiza-
tions,” as well as two Armenian
Studies Program classes,
“Introduction to Armenian Stud-
ies” and “Armenian Architec-
ture.” In the Spring 1994 semes-
ter he has enrolled in “Business
and Society” and “Real Estate
Law,” plus two more Armenian
Studies courses, “Armenian
Painting” and “William
Saroyan.” Darbinian’s main area
of interest is in real estate law
especially as it relates to the
privatization of housing in Arme-
nia.

[n addition to his class sched-
ule, Darbinian has found the time
to become an active member of
the Armenian Students’ Organi-
zation on campus, and a staff
member of the Hye Sharzhoom
newspaper, where he is in charge
of circulation and is a writer for
the Armenian page.

An important part of Dar-
binian’s education has been the
experience of living in the dor-
mitories at CSUF where he has
made many friends and learned
much about American culture.
Dorm students in turn have been
made aware of Armenia and Ar-
menians through several informal
talks which Darbinian has pre-
sented to fellow students.
Darbinian was also a guest of the

“Coffee Hour” sponsored by the
International Student Program
where he also spoke about Ar-
menia.

Darbinian, whose parents
Moushegh and Hegine, and
brothers Vahram and Garen, live
in Yerevan, has been able to stay
in close contact with relatives
through the miracle of long-dis-
tance telephone and a constant
stream of letters which visitors
to and from Armenia have
brought with them.

Darbinian was selected from
a field of candidates to study for
one year in the United States as
part of the Russian/Eurasia
Awards Program (REAP),
funded under the Freedom Sup-
port Act and administered
through the United States Infor-
mation Agency. The Armenian
Studies Program and Interna-
tional Studies Program of CSUF
jointly arranged for Darbinian’s
one-year stay. Next year. the Ar-
menian Studies Program hopes
to increase the number of stu-
dents who will be able to visit
CSUF through the REAP pro-
gram.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian of
the Armenian Studies Program
is providing counseling services
for Darbinian and the ASP was
able to grant a scholarship to
assist Darbinian, while the Inter-
national Studies Program,
through the auspices of Direc-
tor Dr. Peter Klassen, has pro-
vided a full CSU Fresno tuition
waiver. Carol Munshower of the
International Students Program
provided instrumental support in
arranging Darbinian’s stay in the
United States.
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Artak Darbinian in Armenian Studies Program offices at CSU
Fresno.
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Armenian speaker .

George Bournoutian, profes-
sor of History at Iona College,
will speak on “Karabagh in
Recent Azeri Historiography”
in the Industrial Technology
Building 101 on-Monday,
March 14.at7:30 p.m. Formore
information call 278-2669.
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Dr.George Bournoutian to Lecture

in California on Karabagh

LOS ANGELES — A series
of lectures entitled “Karabagh
From the Azeri Perspective”
will be presented by Dr. George
Bournoutian in various cities in
Southern California as well as in
Fresno.

The lectures are in conjunc-
tion with the publication of
Bournoutian’s new book “A
History of Karabagh” which was
partly subsidized by a grant
from the AGBU Alex Manoog-
ian Cultural Fund.

The lectures will discuss the
study which for the first time
brings together numerous Mus-
Jim sources on Karabagh as
evidence of the historical Ar-
menian presence in the disputed
region.

Dr. Bournoutian holds the
first Ph.D. in Armenian History
presented by the Armenian
History Program at UCLA. He is
a professor of Russian, East
European and Middle Eastern
History at lona Collage. Dr.
Bournoutian is a member of
New Jersey’s Governor’s com-
mission on Education as well as
a member of the AGBU Educa-
tion Department. He is aiso
visiting professor of Armenian
Studies at New York University
and the Holocaust Center at
Ramapo College. He is the
author of several volumes, in-
cluding the best-selling work
“A History of the Armenian
People.”

Bournoutian’s lectures are
organized and coordinated by
the Pasadena AGBU/NYA Alex
Manoogian Center’s Activities

Committee with the assistance
and cooperation of: - .

The AGBU Fresno Chapter
and the California State Fresno
Armenian Students Association
for Monday, March’' 14, lecture
at Cal State Fresno Industrial
Technology Building Room 101
at 7:30 p.m.

The AGBU Orange County
Chapter and the UC Irvine
Armenian Students Association
for the Sunday, March 13 lec-
ture at UC Irvine Students
Center, Monarch Bay “B” at
3:30 p.m.

The AGBU LA Westside
and the UCLA Armenian Stu-
dents Association for the Jec-
ture at UCLA Haines Hall,

Room 118, at 7 p.m. on Wed-
nesday, March 16.

The AGBU Marie Manoogian
Elementary and Sarkis and Seta
Demirjian High School PTO for
the Thursday, March 17 lec-
ture at 8 p.m. at the School’s
Agajanian  Auditorium, 6844
Qakdale Ave., Canoga Park.

The final lecture will be held
at the AGBU/AYA Alex Ma-
noogian Center, Boyajian Hall,
2495 FEast Mountain Street,
Pasadena, March 18, at 8 p.m.

Refreshments will be served
and there will be a question
and answer as well as a book
signing session after the Jectures.

For morre information, call
(818) 794-7942.
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CA.GB.U. AY.A.

ALEX MANOOGIAN CENTER

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
IN COOPERATION WITH THE COMMITTEES NAMED BELOW

PRESENT:

DR. GEORGE BOURNOUTIAN
IN A SERIES OF LECTURES ENTITELED

“KARABAGH FROM THE AZERI PERSPECTIVE”

SUNDAY, MARCH 13, 1994 AT 3:30 P.M.
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE
Student center, Monarch Bay “B” '
Irvine, CA 92717
Organized by the A.G.B.U. Orange County chapter
and the UC Irvine Armenian Students Association

MONDAY, MARCH 14, 1994 AT 7:30 P.M.

AT THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESNO
Industrial Technology Building, Room 101
Organized by the A.G.B.U. Fresno Chapter

and the Cal. State Fresno Armenian Students Association

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 1994 AT 7:00 P.M.
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES
Haines Hall, Room 118
405 Hillgard Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90024
Organized by the A G.B.U. LA Westside Chapter
and the UCLA Armenian Students Association

THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 1994 AT 8:00 P.M.
AT THE A .G.B.U. MARIE MANOOGIAN ELEMENTARY AND SARKIS
AND SETA DEMIRJIAN HIGH SCHOOL
Agajanian Auditorium
6844 Oakdale Avenue, Canoga Park, CA
Organized by the PTO of the school

FRIDAY, MARCH 18, 1994 AT 8:00 P.M.
A GBU AY.A ALEX MANOOGIAN CENTER
Boyajian Hall
2495 East Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA
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Lectures by Dr. Bournoutian in CA.

Pasadena AGBU/AYA Organizes March
Lectures by Dr. Bournoutian in California

PASADENA - A series-of lec-
Itures in California featuring Dr.
George Bournoutian’s ‘‘Karabagh
From the Azeri Pcrspective;” this
month has been organized by the
Pasadena AGBU/AYA Alex
Manoogian Center’s Activities
Committee in coopeération with
AGBU chapters and other
organizations.

The lectures are in conjunction
with the publication of Bournou-
tian’s book ‘‘A History of
Karabagh.”” The. study brings

together for the first time

numerous Muslim sources on
Karabagh as evidence of the
historical Armenian presence in
the region.

Dr. Bournoutian holds the first
Ph.D in Armenian History
presented by the Armenian History
Program at UCLA. He is a pro-
fessor of Russian, East European
and Middle Eastern History at Iona
College. He is also a visiting pro-
fessor of Armenian Studies at New
York University and the Holocaust
Center at Ramapo College. He is
the author of several books, in-
cluding ‘‘A History of the Arme-
nian People.

" ciation,

Dr. Bournoutian’s lecture series
in California will open March 13
at the UC Irvine Student Center,
Monarch Bay ‘B’ at 3:30 p.m.,
co-hosted by the AGBU Orange
County Chapter and the UC Irvine
Armenian Students Association.

On March 14, the»lect.ure will be
hosted by the Fresno chapter and

- the California State University,

Fresno Armenian Students Asso-
at CSUF’s Industrial
Building Room 101, at 7:30 p.m.

Dr. Bournoutian will return to
Los Angeles for a March 16 lec-
ture at the UCLA Haines hall,

.Room 118, at 7 p.m., which is co-

sponsored by the AGBU L.A.
Westside Chapter and the UCLA
Armenian Students Association.

The AGBU Marie Manoogian
Elementary and Sarkis & Seta

- Demirjian High School PTO will

host the March 17 lecture which
will begin at 8 p.m. at the School’s
Agajanian Auditorium, 6844
Oakdale Ave., in Canoga Park.

The last lecture will be held at
the AGBU/AYA Alex Manoogian
Center, Boyajian Hall, 2495 E.
Mountain Street, Pasadena on
March 18 at 8 p.m.

Refreshments will be served and
there will be a question and answer
period, followed by a book sign-
ing session after the lectures.

For more information, call (818)
794-7942. ’
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Armenian and Muslim history in the disputed
Karabakh region of the former Soviet Union will
be the topic of a lecture by author George Bour-
noutian at 7:30 p.m. Monday in the Fresno State
University industrial technology building, Room
101.

The lecture will be sponsored by the FSU Arme-
nian studies program and the Armenian General
Benevolent Union of Fresno.

Bournoutian is a professor or Russian, East Eu- -
ropean and Middle Eastern history at Iona College
in New Jersey.

Admission to the lecture is free and the public is
welcome. Information: 278-2669.
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New Book Describes Three
Generations of Armenians

Rise the Euphrates. By Carol

Edgarian. Random House, 416 pp.
$22.00. Publishing date, Apnl 1994.

Carol Edganans tale ofa dlsplaced vic-
tim of the Armenian Cenocxde and the
impact of her experience on her daughter
and granddaughter in America makes for

" a deeply affecting story, told with a confi-
dence and lyricism that belie its author’s
status as a beginner.

In 1915, nine-year-old ,‘Garod witnesses
the deaths of her parents and brother as
the Turks brutally murder a million
Armenians, who they fear will otherwise
fight with Russia against them.

Orphaned, starved, and so traumatized
that she has forgotten her own name, the
girl christens herself Cafard, after the
French word for melancholy, but is inad-
vertently renamed Casard at Ellis Island
when she immigrates to America.

There, Garod/Casard immediately mar-
ries a fellow Armenian refugee, settles
into an immigrant enclave in Memorial,
Connecticut, and gives ‘birth to a daugh-

ter of her own.

Seventy years after her arrival in
America, her favorite granddaughter, Seta
Loon, tells haw Casard fought with her
growing daughter, beautiful, rebellious
Araxie, who wanted only to shed her
mother’s terrible legacy, live a glamorous
life, and see the world. Nevertheless, as
Seta herself would eventually learn, “the
daughter assumes what is unfinished in
her mother’s life,” middle-aged Araxie
finds herself rejecting her non-Armenian
husband while fighting to keep her own
elder daughter at her side. But Seta flees
to California as soon as possible, to
escape Araxie’s and Casard’s pain.

Will her grandmother’s friends be
happy for her, a calmer 33-year-old Seta
wonders as she returns to Memorial preg-
nant and unmarried, now that she has
used her foremother’s experience to cre-
ate an independent existence?

This is a highly accomplished first novel
spanning three very different generations
on two continents - and an unusually
intelligent look at the American immi-
grant experience.
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Barlow Der Mugrdechian (Arme-
nian Studies) was elected to a two-year
term, the first year as secretary, on the
Executive Council of the Society for
Armenian Studies, a national organiza-
tion for scholars and teachers of
Armenian Studies.
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Local Armenians
remembering past

By Douglas Stolhand
THE COLLEGIAN

~ Sunday will mark the 79th obser-
vance of the Armenian genocide.
This may, however, be the first year
that the general public will take no-

zation hopes to change that, and
focused on making the students of
FSU aware of the horrible past. The
ASO gathered in the Free Speech
Area with signs Wednesday, and
then marched around campus. They
met again at the Free Speech Area
' after the march, as speakers talked to

tice. the crowd.
The geno- Julie
ddeofthe Ar- [’]] reflect on what =~ Momiian,
menians by the - president of
Turkishgovern- happgned and try to theAso,said
ment and . that the orga-
people took make the thrleh nizationis 100
placein1915in percent more
Constantinople, government reCOg8-  together than

has been re-

membered by done.”
the Armenians

Turkey, and pize what they have ™
: = Monday,
the ASO per- -
. . formed the
eversince. Ar- —Barlow DerMugredechian play “The

menians use

the day to reflect on what has hap-
pened and remember those who were
lost.

Armenians in Fresno will gather
in Holy Trinity church Sunday fora
service and to hear speakers reflect
on the genocide. Families gather,
and the day is spentrefusing tolet the
Armenians who died be forgotten.

To this day though, the Turkish
government refuses to admit it ever
happened. Much like the holocaust,
which was originally denied and is
still not believed by some people,
the genocide has still not gained
abundant public awareness.

The Armenian Students Organi-

Armenian’s,” by William Saroyan.
After the play, folk songs were per-
formed by an Armenian band.

Tuesday, two Armenian films,
“Back to Ararat” and “Garod” were
shown in McLane 161 and Monday
the ASO will host speaker Ara
Sarafian from the University of
Michigan this Monday afternoon
from noon to 1 p.m. in room 194 of
the University Business Center.

“On the day of the genocide, I
plan to reflect and remember,” said
Barlow DerMugredechian, FSU pro-
fessor and head of the Armenian
Community Council. “T'llreflecton
what happened and try to make the
Turkish governmentrecognize what
they have done.”

Momjian said she plans to do the
same. “Itis a day for gathering with
loved ones and reflecting.”
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Ararat," to Air on KNXT-TV Starting April 22

~ Historical Documentary,
"Journey From Ararat," to Air on
KNXT-TV Starting April 23

FRESNO, CA - Mr. Sarkis
Avakian, a General Education
Development Instructor at
Avenal State Prison, recently re-
turned from filming in Armenia
and Nagorno-Karabagh, has pro-
duced a three-and-a-half-hour
Armenian history documentary,
Journey from Ararat, for
KNXT-TV, Channel 49 here.

The documentary will be aired
once a week at 8:30 p.m. for
seven weeks in thirty-minute
segments, starting April 23,
1994, as part of educational
events commemorating Arme-
nian Martyrs Day in remem-
brance of the genocide of 1.5
million Armenians by the Otto-
man Turkish government in
1915.

Narrating the documentary are
California Supreme Court Jus-
tice Marvin Baxter, Major Gen-
eral Ron H. Markarian, Con-
gressman Richard Lehman,
Archbishop Sumbat Lapajian,
Fresno County Sheriff Steve
Magarian, Fresno County Su-
pervisor Deran Kolijian, Central
Unified Superintendent George
Kelejian, Western Diocesan Pri-
mate Abp. Vatche Hovsepian,
Prof. Sarkis Atamian, Prof. Carl
Waddle, Mr. Charles Pashayan,
Prof. Barlow Der Mugrditchian
and Mr. Richard Darmenran.
Funds generated by the airing of
the program are designated for
the Nagorno-Karabagh/Artsakh
relief.

~Qver thirty-two hours of raw
footage was videotaped for the
production. The project began
under the auspices of Fresno City
College in 1981 but grew beyond
its confines. The post-production
editing was done under the su-
pervision of KNXT-TV. Work on
the documentary, including
preproduction, script develop-

ment and initial taping, contin-
ued for approximately twelve
years. The videotaping of the
narration, i.e.’sync. sound and
sound-over, was supervised by
Dr. William Seaberg, Dean of the
Audiovisual Department at
Fresno City College.

In 1980 Mr. S. Avakian con-
ceived of developing and pro-
ducing Journey from Ararat to
address the history of the Arme-
nian nation. The work is predi-
cated on Vahan Kurkjian’s His-
tory of Armenia, Prof. Sarkis
Atamian’s The Armenian Com-
munity and Wilson Wallis’
Fresno Armenians. Journey
from Ararat by Mr. S. Avakian
is an analytical recitation of three
thousand years of Armenian his-
tory.

Journey from Ararat covers
Armenian history from her pa-
triarchal founder Haik to the cur-
rent inhabitants of Nagorno-
Karabagh. The story of Armenia
specifically begins with its
founding amidst the great na-
tions of the day -- Egypt, China
and the Harappan civilization of
the Indus -- and recounts its re-
peated struggles for survival and
independence through the centu-
ries resulting from its strategic
location between warring West-
ern and Eastern civilizations.

In addition to the early history
of the Armenian nation, more
recent events are also explored.
For instance, the story of the Ar-

‘menian Republic which existed

between 1918 and 1920 is told,
along with a discussion of the

Bolshevik invasion which trig-
gered the downfall of the short-
lived republic. The documentary
also chronicles the participation
of Armenian-Americans in

of 1

World War II on behalf of the
Allies, as well as post-war events
illustrating the struggles of Ar-
menian-Americans in the
diaspora, including California, to
maintain their cultural identity.
Finally, the documentary cov-
ers the passage of the Genocide
Treaty and the rise of Armenian
demands in the Soviet Union.
The closing sequences of the
documentary illustrate
Azerbaijan’s threat to the lives,
security and independence of the
Armenian people who remain in
their diminutive homeland today.
More than any other state in
this nation, California is an ex-
ample of how cultural diversity
can enhance a community. By
learning about the history of any
particular group, its strengths and
weaknesses can be better under-
stood and integrated into the
community as a2 whole.
Through Journey from
Ararat, the general community
of the Central California area

will have an opportunity to nol
only learn about one of the many
groups which inhabit the region,
but also to obtain some under-
standing of how this particulai
community has attempted tc
adapt to its new culture while
still maintaining its ties to the
traditional culture and original
homeland.
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Artak Darbinian

FRESNO, CA—For 26year-old
Yerevan lawyer Artak Darbinian,
the fall- 1993 semester at California
State University (Fresno) was a
busy and productive one. A gradu-
ate of the law program at Yerevan
State University, Darbinian enrolled
in two business courses and two
Armenian Studies Program classes.
In the spring 1994 semester he
enrolled in “Business and Society”
and “Real Estate Law,” in addition
to two more Armenian Studies
courses, “Armenian Painting” and
“William Saroyan.” Darbinian’s
main area of interest is in real
estate law, especially relating to the
privatization of housing in Arme-
nia, according to a release by the
Armenian Studies Program at CSU
Fresno.In addition to his class
schedule, Darbinian has found
time to become an active member
of the Armenian Students’ Organi-
zation on campus, and a staff

member of the Hye Sharzhoom
newspaper, for which he is in
charge of circulation and is a
writer for the Armenian page.

Darbinian was selected from a
field of candidates to study for one
year in the United States as part of
the Russia/Eurasia Awards Pro-
gram, funded under the Freedom
Support Act and administered
through the United States Informa-
tion Agency. The Armenian Studies
Program and International Studies
Program of CSUF jointly arranged
for Darbinian’s one-year stay.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian of
the Armenian Studies Program is
providing counseling services for
Darbinian, and the ASP granted a
scholarship to assist Darbinian.
The International Studies Program,
through the auspices of Director
Dr. Peter Klassen, provided a full
CSUF tuition waver. Carol Mun-
shower of the International Stu-
dents Program provided instrumen-
tal support in arranging Darbinian’s
stay in the United States.

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA #3740
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Valley Armenians mark

anniversary of genocide

B Residents observe annual

Martyrs Day with pledges

of spiritual and political
action.

By Lori A. Carter
The Fresno Bee

About 600 Valley residents of
Armenian descent marked the
79th commemoration of Arme-
nian Martyrs Day on Sunday
with pledges of spiritual and po-
litical action.

During what many consider a
planned genocide of Armenians
by the Turkish Ottoman govern-

ment, 1.5 million Armenians
died in the years 1915 to 1923.

It is believed to have started
on April 24.

The Turkish government de-
nies the “ethnic cleansing” of Ar-
menians from their historical
homeland in what is now eastern
Turkey.

The U.S. government has not
officially recognized the massa-
cre as a genocide.

At Fresno’s Pilgrim Armenian
Congregational Church, several
hundred people listened as a lita-
ny for Martyrs Day was recited,
calling for Armenians to be a
“compassionate, forgiving and
loving people” and to remember
that their forefathers died be-
cause of their religious faith so
they could freely practice theirs.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian,
chairman of the Armenian
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0Of Cenocide

Armenians: Genocide
anniversary observed

Continued from Page B1
Community Council of the San
Joaquin Valley, which sponsored
the event, said avenging past
wrongs is not the goal.

“No one is seeking ven-
geance,” he said. “Justice is what
Armenians want.

“We want to emphasize aware-
ness of the genocide, both to the
Armenian and non-Armenian
communities. We need to be con-
stantly talking about and re-
membering the genocide.”

Der Mugrdechian said his or-
ganization wants to keep alive
the memories through spiritual
and political events like Sun-
day’s.

Keynote speaker Ara Sarafian,
a doctoral candidate at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, spoke on
“Genocide and Denial.”

Sarafian recently edited and
published a five-volume collec-
tion of U.S. government docu-
ments on the Armenian massa-
cre.

Turkey a focus

Through his work, Sarafian
said he hopes to “expose the de-
nial of the Turkish government,”
present documentation to prove
a genocide occurred and narrow
the parameters of debate on the

-topic.

“Historians write history, but
they can also fabricate it,” he
said.

“The Turkish government has
been obscuring the historical re-

cords by spreading disinforma-
tion disguised as scholarly de-
bate.

“The Turks won’t even recog-
nize the existence of the Arme-
nian genocide. They are trying to
erase the memory.”

Politicians on hand

Several area politicians attend-
ed, bringing with them procla-
mations from the city, county,
state legislature and Gov. Wilson
officially recognizing the massa-
cre as a genocide and commemo-
rating April 24 as Martyrs Day.

Sunday’s event was sponsored
by the Armenian Community
Council, which comprises
churches and cultural, political

© and community groups in the

area.
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Rise The Euphrates

By Carol Edgarian
A novel about four generations of
women and their painful legacy.

Edgarian will speak on campus Monday, May
16, Peters Business Building, 7:30 p.m.
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Prof. L. Chookaszian Will Speak on
‘Arts of Karabagh’ in CSUF Lecture

FRESNO - Prof. Levon
Chookaszian of Yerevan State
University will present an il-
lustrated lecture on **The Arts of
Karabagh,”” on May 2., at 7:30
p.m. in the Alice Peters
Auditorium of the University
Business Center of CSUF. The
Armenian Studies Program is
sponsoring Chookaszian's lecture
as part of its Spring Lecture series.

Prof. Chookaszian is an expert
on the varied arts of Karabagh.

Armenians have been living in
Karabagh continuously for over
2.000 years, and have developed
a rich cultural history. Their legacy
is expressed in church architecture,
manuscript painting, and other
forms. Slides will illustrate the
public lecture.

Last year, Prof. Chookaszian
was in Fresno and gave a lecture
on the medieval Armenian manus-
cript painter, Toros Roslin.

For more information about the
free lecture, call (209) 278-2669.
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Samuelian’s exhibit holds surprises

By David Hale
The Fresno Bee

At 78, sculptor-painter Varaz
Samuelian continues to demon-
strate his capacity for creating
on a monumental scale.

His latest work, which has
been turning heads the past few
weeks outside his one-man muse-
um at Mariposa and R streets, is
a blunt, rugged, convoluted 25-
foot sculpture.

The work will be featured in
an open house next weekend
along with a collection of paint-
ings that will surprise those who
think of Samuelian strictly as a
contemporary sculptor.

The sculpture is built of
shaped steel reinforcing bars
wrapped 1 chicken wirve and
covered with stainless steel. The
object is painted in vibrant red,
with gestural marks in white
and a mini-base in black.

The height of the object is ex-
ceeded in Samuelian’s ouvre only
by his “Tribute to Saroyan,” a
30-foot high abstract tower of
books, a bike and the author’s
bust that looms in another cor-
ner of the museum property.

“Has no name,” said Samue-
lian, a sign-painter who has nev-
er been intimidated by climbing
tall ladders. 1 call it ‘Peace,” or
‘Dvorak Second Symphony,” or
‘Selt-Portrait.” People call it
whai they want.”

Richard Darby — The Fresno Bee

Early work. Varaz Samuelian with “Ma Jolie,” a painting from 1950.

Typically, viewers will look at
Samuelian’s new work and won-
der “what it is.” The artist is
accustomed to such questions.

“People don’t know what it is,
is too bad,” he said mildly. “Is
like music. You don’t see any-
thing in it, you can’t explain but
you like it. You feel it. Don’t
mean anything, bul is me.”

The paintings, about 20 of
them, will be a revelation to
those who aren’t aware of the
changes in style which have
marked his work over the years.

The paintings date to the
years right after World War 1,
1947-52, and just before Samue-
lian arrived in Fresno. Fresh out
of the French Resistance move-

Open house

Varaz Modern Art

Museum, Mariposa and R streets,
1-6 p.m. Sunday No admission
charge

ment, the artist was studying
and painting in Paris. A number
of the pieces never have been
shown here.

“Is ‘classical’ [representation-
al] style,” Samuehan said, guid-
ing a visitor through the gallery,
crowded with paintings, sculp-
tures and assemblages ol a vari-
ety of media, mood and style.

A painting dating to 1945 de-
picts a ragped group of figures
struggling through snow Ar-
meniuns, the artist explained —
fleeing the genocide.

When the visitor remarks that
certain paintings suggest the
cubist style of Picasso, Samue-
lian responds that while he prob-
ably was influenced by the man
recognized as the dominant fig-
ure in 20th century art, he never
consciously imitated him.

“I don’t understand too much
when people say 1 painted ke
him,” said Samuelian. “Mostly |
liked the classical people. 1 paint
like 1 feel. 1t soiebody tells me,
it looks like Picasso, I don’t fight
it He was a great man”
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Avakian: Job as editor of FSU Armenian
paper helps him leirn about himself

‘ ith Dal igian, right.
Dual role. Editor Rex Avakian works with clay with Dale Thompson, left, and Armén Khasig o]

Preserving a culture

Rex Avakian, a Fresno State University jour-
nalism major, is gaining new insights into his
heritage in his role as editor of Hye Sharzhoom,
the student-produced Armenian paper at FSU.
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Wet clay and expensive -cam-
eras don’t mix. Rex Avakian, a
strapping college student sitting
in a small chair, faced a delicate
task.
~ He wanted to put the squirm-
ing, art-enthused first-graders at
the Armenian Community
School of Fresno at ease by help-
ing them sculpt scary-looking
spiders. At the same time, he
wanted to photograph them for
a newspaper article.

“What are you making over
there?” Avakian asked, grimy
hands reaching for his camera.

Emily Derderian, 6, answered
shyly, “A tarantula and a black
Widow.” Click. Before she knew
it, he captured her menagerie on
film.

That image is one he is consid-
ering for the next issue of Hye
Sharzhoom, the student-pro-
duced Armenian paper at Fresno
State University. As editor this
semester, he learned firsthand

what it’s like to work with a
lean staff: He ended up assign-
ing himself to write and photo-
graph a couple of stories.

But more than that, Rex

Avakian learned something
about Rex Avakian.

His childhood left him speak-
ing only a smattering of Arme-
nian. He didn’t know much
about his ancestors’ history. As
a great-grandchild of immi-
grants, he simmered in the
melting pot until most of the

Armenian flavor was cooked out.

“I was sort of cheated out of
my culture in a way, because of
this notion in my family that we
had to be assimilated,” said
Avakian, 23, a senior journalism
major.

It wasn’t until he took college
classes in Armenian studies that
he truly began to explore his
ethnic background. (He is actu-
ally half Armenian but hasn’t
explored his mother’s Scottish
roots.)

That’s one reason he accepted
the editor’s position this semes-
ter — although a bit reluctantly,
because he was afraid of time
demands and getting stuck doing
all the work. And it’s how he
found himself in Julie Smart’s
classroom at the Armenian
school, documenting how a non-
Armenian like Smart fits into an
environment steeped in ethnici-
ty.

“I'm interested in how accept-
ing the students and teachers
are,” Avakian explained before
spending a recent morning at
the school, notebook in hand.

“Armenians have a strong identi-
ty behind them, but they’re not
closed to outside influences.”

Smart’s classroom, filled with
sunlight, books and the gentle
din of 14 highly motivated first-
graders let loose with clay, was
dotted with ethnic reminders: &
note on the board explaining
that night’s Armenian home-
work, a brightly colored map of
the homeland, a T-shirt on a
child proclaiming Armenian
pride.

“Ohanesian and Arek, we need
to clean up,” Smart said.

Aside from that, it looked and
sounded like any other class-
room. That shouldn’t be a sur-
prise, principal Assadour Assa-
dourian told Avakian during an
interview in the school office
downstairs. It doesn’t matter
whether you're Armenian, His-
panic or Greek. If teachers are
qualified, they will be considered
for a job.

«We're called an Armenian
school, but that’s because we
teach the language,” Assadour-
jan said as Avakian took notes.
“It’s not that it’s only Armenian.
Our children have to keep in
mind they’re Armenian, and
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Purpose Dunng its 15-year hlstory, Hye Sharzhoom has focused
some of lts attentlon on the Armeman :massacre il

they have to keep ‘their hentage
alive.”

dourian’s words seemed aimed
squarely at Avaklan

Avakian wanted to leérn Ar-

menian as a child. But he didn’t.

His grandmother, Lillian Avak-
ian, helped raise him. He still
lives with her. She often wishes

ly
Although umntentlonal Assa-"

ﬂnngs had’ Worked out dlﬁ'erent—

/40 fobl guilty that'I didn't
spe_ak _Armeman and encourage
him more,”- she said. It was a

- process that started with her
- own mother, who emigrated to

Boston in the 1890s.” When Lil-
lian Avakian, now 78, started
school as a little girl, she didn’t
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know a word of English. After
she learned, her family mostly
used English.

And when it came time to help
raise her grandson, she contin-
ued the same pattern. .

Her words are wistful. Hard
choices — or was it just a gradu-
al acceptance of the inevitable?
— were made.

“I wasn’t strong enough,” she
said. “I just didn’t follow
through.”

Not that she hasn’t managed
to pass along some of her heri-
tage to her grandson. He some-
times tags along when she wor-
ships at Holy Trinity Church,
where he was baptized. He can’t
resist one of her kuftas, a big
Armenian meatball with filling
inside.

Armenian recipes are planned
for the next issue of Hye Shar-
zhoom, which will be published
next week. Also part of the usual
mix: news about the Armenian
Studies Program, which distrib-
utes an additional 5,000 copies of
the paper to a worldwide mailing
list; a goofy person-on-the-street
question; a feature on an Arme-
nian technology group.

And, of course, mention of the
anniversary of the Armenian
massacre, which was marked

April 24 in Fresno. To Avakian,

that’s a story that can never go
away.

“The main thing that ties us
all together was the genocide,”
he said, relaxing in the sun on
the Fresno State campus. “We
don’t want to forget that. Turkey
doesn’t want to admit that it
happened. They’re changing the
history books.”

He’d heard of the massacre be-
fore but had only a dim under-
standing of the depth of feeling
in the Armenian community.

“l didn’t hate Turks until I
took an Armenian-studies class,”
he said.

The matter-of-fact phrase

DATE rmy 4, 1994
PAGE 4 of -
seemed incongruous coming

from this cheerful, outgoing man
so able to charm a clay-fingered
first-grader. He is dealing in the
abstract, he explained. They
aren’t fighting words.

And yet, perhaps, those words
offer a hint of how complex life
can get. Knowledge can inform
and enlighten, and it also can
cast a shadow.

Would he feel differently if the
reporter interviewing him was
Turkish?

Avakian thought for a mo-
ment, then smiled and offered an
answer tinged with hope.

“In that case,” he said, “I
might think in a different way.”
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Fresno Premiere

FRESNO — “Calendar,” a
film by Atom Yegoyan, will be
shown in the Fresno premiere,
at 4:00 pm én Sunday, May 22,
1994 in the Industrial Technolo-
gy Building, Room 101 on the
CSU Fresno campus. The film is
being shown . as part of the
Spring Lecture Series of the Ar-
menian Studies = Program.
Tickets for the film are priced

at $6.00 per person and are avail-

able through- the Armenn
Studies Program or AGBU.

There will be limited seating
in the theater.

In a mere eight years, Atom
Yegoyan has made a reputation
as one of his generation’s pre-
eminent filmmakers.
tends himself with each: film,
and the brilliantly accomplished

He ex-

of “‘Calendar’” Set for May 22

Calendar is his best work to date;
emotionally direct, wryly amus-
ing, formally inventive, intimate
in scale but in no way diminju-
tive.

Appearing for the first time
in one of his films, Yegoyan has
fashioned for himself a charac-
ter who is everything he is not
— mean-spirited, self-absorbed,
destructive — and has then
played him to the hilt. He is a
photographer hired to make 12
images of Armenian historic
churhces for a calendar. He
takes his wife (Arsine Khanjian)
along as a translator, and as
they travérse the twelve sites
chosen for the calendar with
their Armenian guide (Ashot
Adamian),”  their

begins to unravel. The photo-

relationship

grapher returns to Canada with
his twelve images, but without
his wife, who has gradually felt
drawn to her ethnic roots and
has fallen in love with the guide.

For more information on the
presentation, please call the Ar-
menian Studies Program at 278-
2669 or the AGBU at 431-0171
after 5:00 pm.
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Novelist Edgarian to
Speak at May 16
Lecture in Fresno

FRESNO - Novelist Carol
Edgarian will speak on her new
book, Rise the Euphrates, at 7:30
p.m. May 16.in the Alice Peters
Auditorium of the University
Business Centere in Fresno.

The lecture, a part of the Arme-
nian Studies Program Spring Lec-
ture Series, is free and open to the
public.

The book tells the story of three
generations of Armenian-Ameri-
can women, reaching back to 1915
when the grandmother, then nine-
year-old Casard, watches her
mother throw herseif into the

Euphrates Rivers and drown rather
than be murdered.

Carol Edgarian was born in New
Britain; Conn., the daughter of an
Armenian father and a Swedish
mother. She first became interested
in the subject when, working as a
U.S. Senate page, she discovered
documents in the Library of Con-
gress pertaining to the Armenian
Genocide. She spent 10 years
writing and researching her novel.

Edgarian has succeeded in using
the Armenian experience as a win-
dow into the larger issues of life,
said a spokesperson for the ASP.

Copies of the Rise the Euphrates
book will be on sale at the lecture.

For more information, call the
Armenian Studies Program at
(209) 278-2669.
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Fresno Premiere of
Egoyan’s “Calendar’

FRESNO, CA — “Calendar,” a film by Atorn
Egoyan, will be premiered here at 4:00 pm on
Sunday, May 22, in the Industrial Technology
Building, Room 101 on the CSU Fresno cam-
pus. The film is being shown as part of the
Spring Lecture Series of the Armenian Studies
Program. Tickets for the film are $6.00, and
are available through the Armenian Studies
Program or AGBU. Seating is limited .

In a mere eight years, Atom Egoyan has
made a reputation as one of his generation’s
preeminent filmmakers. He extends himself
with each film, and the brilliantly accomplished
“Calendar” is his best work to date: emotional-
ly direct, wryly amusing, formally inventive, inti-
mate in scale but in no way diminutive.

Cairoborn, Canadianbred, and of Armenian
descent, Egoyan has spent the last twelve years
creating films which have been critically lauded
for exploring the mediated image in contempo-
rary society.

“Calendar” has been called Egoyan’s best
work to date. The film had its world premiere
at the Berlin International Film Festival (1993),
and received the prize for best film in the
Forum of New Cinema.
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Cal State Fresno to
Feature Various Artists

Carol Edgarian, Author,

Rise the Euphrates

Naira Shahsouvarian, Pianist
Atom Egoyan, Filmmaker,
Calendar

FRESNO—The Armenian Studies Program
of California State University, Fresno is
featuring three talented Armenian artists and
their work as part of the Spring Lecture
Series. Featured artists include author Carol
Edgarian and pianist Naira Shahsouvarian
and filmmaker Atom Egoyan.

The first artist featured in the Spring
Lecture Series is Carol Edgarian. Novelist
Edgarian will speak on her new book, Rise
the Euphrates, at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, May
16, 1994 in the Alice Peters Auditorium of
the University Business Center.

Rise the Euphrates tells the story of three
generations of Armenian-American women,
reaching back to 1915 when the grandmother,
then nine-year old Casard, watches her
mother throw herself into the Euphrates River
and drown rather than be murdered. Casard
experiences a betrayal so profound that
she forgets her own name and ultimately
infuses her own daughter with a crippling
legacy of survivor’s guilt. It is left to the
novel’s narrator, Casard’s granddaughter,
Seta Loon. named for the great-grandmother
who died in the Euphrates, to heal the family.

Edgarianr was born in New Britain,
Connecticut, the daughter of an Armenian
father and a Swedish mother. The author first
became interested in the subject when, while
workin g as a US Senate page, shediscovered
documents in"the Library of Congress
pertaining to the Armenian Genocide.
Edgarian ‘spent ten years researching and
writing her novel.

' Edgarian has succeeded in using the
Aﬁﬁénian experience as a window into the
larger isstes of life.

Rise the Euphrates, published by Random
‘House, has ‘been reviewed by the San
Francisco Chronicleand the New York Times
Book Reviews.

“Carol Edgarian is a remarkable writer of
intelligence and compassion...In this novel,
history and personal story deftly intertwirie,
making Rise the Euphrates a complex of
emotions and questions about humanity, love,
and family. I’'m sure Carol Edgarian will be
hailed as an important new writer,” said Amy
Tan, best selling Chinese-American author
of The Joy Luck Club.

The lecture is open to the public. Copies of
Rise the Euphrates
will be on sale at the lecture.

Pianist Naira Shahsouvarian is the second
artist co-sponsored by the Armenian Studies
Program and the Department of Music of
California State University, Fresno. She will
perform on May 18, 1994 at 8 p.m. in the
Wahlberg Recital Hall on the CSUF campus.
Shahsouvarian will play selections from
Mozart, Schumann, Scriabin, Komitas and
Chopin. Tickets for the concert are $5 for
general admission, $4 for faculty/staff and
$3 for students and senior citizens.

Shahsouvarian, a native of Yerevan,
Armenia, was born to a physician father and
pianist mother—also a graduate of the
Yerevan State Conservatory. &

Naira was surrounded by music at an early
age, beginning piano lessons at age 5. Atage
6, Shahsouvarian entered the Peter Illych
Tchaikovsky School of Music for gifted
children where she studied for 12 years.

She then entered the Yerevan
Conservatory where she studied under
Professor Yuri Hairapetian, specializing in
piano. She received her diploma with honors,
qualifying as concert soloist instructor and
accompanist.
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. The pramst later ‘went on to postgraduate
“studies under Professor LeVon Mamikonian,

- specializing in piano and chamber eénsemble.

- She also studied organ with Professor Vahagn
Stamboltsmn agam recervmg her diploma
wrth honors.

 After graduatron she served as p1ano.

instructor - at ‘both the Yerevan State

-Conservatory and the Yerevan College of -

Music. - -

Shahsouvanan played her first concert at
age 6. At age 14 she was awarded a diploma
for her performance in the National Festival
Competition. During her studies at the
Conservatory she continued giving solo
recitals and performed with a number of
violinists, cellists and vocalists. Her repertory
consists of a wide. tange of classical and
modern music by European -Russian and
Armenian composers In addition to

performing at the Yerevan Conservatory, she

played-at the Aram Khachaturran Recital
- "Hall, the Recital Hall for Chamber Music and
. the State Philharmonic Theatre. She has
appeared throughout Armenia and on
national radio and television.

Currently, Shahsouvarian is giving piano
instruction. ‘She lives in Fresno with her
husband Andre and their son Alexander.

Calendar, a film by Egoyan, will be shown
inits Fresno premiere at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday,
May 22, 1994 in room 101 of the Industrial
Technology Building on the CSU Fresno
campus. Tickets for the film are $6 per person
and are available through the Armenian

Studies Program ot AGBU Seatmg 1s
limited " =

Inamereei ight years Egoyan has made a
reputatron as ‘one’of his’ generatron S,
preeminent filmmakers. He extends himself
with each film, and the brilliantly
accomplished Calendar is said to be his best
work to date; emotionally direct, wryly
amusing, formally inventive, intimate in scale,
-but in no way diminutive. : :

~ Appearing for the first time in.one of his

ﬁ' ﬁlms Egoyan has- fashloned hrmself a

rwho is everythmg he is not-“mean-

. s'prnted;'self absorbed destructive—and has
f._l_‘played him to the hilt. He portrays a
- photographer hrred to make twelve images

of Armenian historic churches for a calendar.

: .-,,Because his character .is not fluent in

Armenran he takes his wife (Arsinee
Khan}ran) along as atranslator, and as they

';traverse the twelve sites chosen for the
calendar with their Armenian guide (Ashot
-Adamian), their relationship begins to
“unravel: The photographer returns to Canada
~with his twelve images, but without his wife,

who has gradually felt drawn to her ethnic

_roots and has fallen in love with the guide.

‘Cairo-born, Canadian-bred, and of
Armeniandescent, Egoyan has spent the last
12 years creating films which have been
critically lauded for exploring the mediated
image in contemporary society.

“Egoyan’s fourth feature, The Adjusterhad

..its world premiere.as part of the prestigious

Directors’ Fortnight at the Cannes Film
Festival. The film was named best Canadian

' F1Im at the Sudbury Filmfest and was

awarded the Special Prize of the Jury at the

+ 17th Moscow International Film Festival.

The film had its world premiere at the
Berlin Intemational Film Festival (1993), and
brought home the prize for best film in the

. Forum of New Cinema.

Hauntingly beautiful, extremely 'fnnny,
and utterly devastating, Calendar will delight
Egoyan’s fans and win new. converts to this

‘formidable talent:

For more information, please contact the
Armenian Studies Program at (209) 278-
2669.
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Pianist Naira Shahsouvarian
~to Play in Fresno

FRESNO — Pianist Naira
Shahsouvarian = will ‘be show-
cased at a concert co-sponsored

by the Armenian Studies Pro-

gram and the Department of Mu-
sic of California State University,
Fresno on Wednesday, May 18,
1994 at 8:00 p.m. in the Wahl-
berg Recital Hall on the CSU
campus.

She will be playing selections’

from Mozart, Schumann, Scria- -

bin, Komitas, and . Chopin.
Tickets for- the concert are
priced at $5 for general admis-

‘sion, $4 for faculty/staff, and

$3 for students and senior citi-
zens.

Naira Shahsouvarian was’bom
in Yerevan, Armenia.. Her father
is a physician and her mother a
pianist—herself a graduate of the
Yerevan State Conservatory. At
six she entered the Peter Ilyich-
Tchaikovsky School of Music
for gifted children where she stu-
died for twelve years. She then
entered the Yerevan Conserva-
tory where she studied under
Professor Yuri Hairapetian, spe-
cializing in piano. She received
her diploma with honors, quali-

ifying as concert soloist instruc-

tor and accompanist. She went
on to postgraduate studies under

Professor . Levon Mamikonian,
specializing in piano and cham-
ber ensemble. She also studied
organ ' with ~ Professor Vahagn
Stamboltsian, again receiving her

diploma with honors. After gra-

duation she served as piano ins-
tructor (Professor) at both the
Yerevan State Conservatory and
the Yerevan College of Music.

Naira Shahsouvarian played
her first concert at the age of six.

Currently, she is giving pri-
vate piano instruction. She lives
in Fresno with her husband
Andre and their son Alexander.

For more information on the
concert, please contact the Ar-
menian Studies Program at 278-
2669 or the Department of
Musicat 278-2654.
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Showcased at Fresno Recital

At the May 18 concert, - Shah-

Pianist Naira Shahsouvarian Will

Be Showcased at Fresno Recital

FRESNO - Yere’van—born,
pianist Naira Shahsouvarian will

be showcased at a May 18 concert -

in the Wahlberg Concert Hall at

the California State University,

Fresno campus starting at 8 p.m.
The concert is sponsored by the

Armenian Studies Program and

CSUF’s Music Department.

Concert tickets are priced at $5
for - general . admission, $4 for
faculty/staff, and $3 for students
and senior citizens.

Currently living in Fresno with
her husband Andre, and son, Alex-
ander, Shahsouvarian is a private
piano instructor.

With her father, a physician, and
her pianist mother — a graduate of
the Yerevan Conservatory of
Music, Shahsouvarian was sur-
rounded by music at an early age
and began music classes at age
five. A year later, she entered the
Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky School of
Music for gifted children, where
she studied for 12 years. Later,
completing her courses at the
Yerevan Conservatory, she receiv-
ed her diploma with honors, quali-
fying as a concert soloist, instruc-
tor and accompanist. She went on
to post-graduate studies with Prof.

Naira Shahsouvarian

Levon Mamikonian, and Prof.
Vahagn *Stamboltsian. After
graduation, she served as piano in-
structor as a professor at both the
Yerevan State Conservatory and
the Yerevan College of Music.

Shahsouvarian played her first
concert at th“é' age of six. At 14 she
was awarded a diplom:z for her
performance.in the National Fes-
tival Competition. In addition to
performing at the Yerevan Conser-
vatory, she has played at the Aram
Khachaturian Recital Hall, the
Recital Hall for Chamber Music,
and the State Philharmonic Thea-
ter. She has performed throughout
Armenia and on national radio and
television.

souvarian will be playing selec-
tions from Mozart, Schumann,
Scriabin, Komitas and Chopin.

For more information on the
concert, contact the Armenian
Studies Program at (209)
278-2669, or the Department of
Music (209) 278-2654.
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Pianist Naira Shahsouvarian Plays in Fresno

FRESNO, CA - Pianist Naira
Shahsouvarian was showcased at
a concert co-sponsored by the
Armenian Studies Program and
the Department of Music of Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno
last Wednesday evening, May
18, 1994, in the Wahlberg Re-.
cital Hall on the CSU campus.
She played selections from Mo-
zart, Schumann, Scriabin,
Komitas, and Chopin.

Naira Shahsouvarian was horn
in Yerevan, Armenia. Her father
is a physician and her mother a
pianist — herself a graduate of
the Yerevan State Conservatory.
Naira was surrounded by music
at an early age, and was enco-
uraged by her mother to study
the piano. She began lessons
when she was five years old. At
six she entered the Peter Ilyich
Tchaikovsky School of Music
for gifted children where she
studied for twelve years. She
then entered the Yerevan Con-
servatory where she studied un-
der Professor Yuri Hairapetian.

Pianist Naira Shahsouvarian

specializing in piano. She re-
ceived her diploma with honors,
qualifying as concert soloist in-
structor and accompanist. She
went on to postgraduate studies
under  Professor Levon
Mamikonian, specializing in piano
and chamber ensemble. She also

studied organ with Professor

Vahagn Stamboltsian. again receiv-

ing her diploma with honors.
After graduation she served as
piano instructor (professor) at
both the Yerevan State Conser-
vatory and thé Yerevan College
of Music.

Naira Shahsouvarian played
her first concert at the age of six.
At fourteen she was awarded a
diploma for her performance in
the National Festival Competi-
tion. During studies at the Con-
servatory she continued giving
solo recitals and performed with
a number of violinists, cellists,
and vocalists. In her repertory is
a wide range of classical and
modern music by European,
Russian, and Armenian compos-
ers. In addition to performing at
the Yerevan Conservatory, she
has played at the Aram Khach-
aturian Recital Hall. the Recital
Hall for Chamber Music, and the
State Philharmonic Theatre. She
has appeared throughout Arme-
nia and on nationai radio and
television.
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Carol Edgarian to Speak in Fresno

FRESNO — Novelist Carol
Edgarian will speak on her new
novel, “‘Rise the Euphrates,” at
7:30 p.m: on Monday, May 16,
1994 in the Alice Peters Audito-
rium of the University Business
Center. The. lecture is part of
the Armenian Studies Program
Spring Lecture Series. “Rise the
Euprates” tells the story of three
generations of Armenian-Ameri-
can women, reaching back to
1915 when the grandmother,
then nine-year old Casard, wat-
ches her mother throw herself
into the Euphrates River and
drown rather than be murdered.
Casard experiences a betrayal so
profound that she forgets her
own name and ultimately infuses
her own daughter with a crip-
pling legacy of survivor’s guilt.
It is left to the novel’s narrator,
Casard’s granddaughter,  Seta
Loon, named for the great-grand-
mother who died in the Eu-
phrates, to heal the family.

Carol Edgarian was born in
New Britain, Connecticut, the
daughter of an Armenian father
and a Swedish mother. She first
became interested in the subject

when, while working as a U.S.
Senate page, she discovered do-
cuments in the Library of Con-
gress pertaining to the Armen-
ian Genocide. She spent ten

‘years  writing and researching

her novel.

The lecture is open to the
public. - Rise the Euphrates will
be on sale at the lecture. For
more information on the lecture,
please contact the Armenian

Studies Program at 278-2669.
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Atom Yegoyan Film to Premiere

May 22 at CSU,

FRESNO —
by Canadian-Armenian filmmaker,
Atom Yegoyan will be premlered
in Fresno on May 22 at 4 p.m. in
the Industrial Technology
Building, Room 101 on the CSUF

campus. The film is being shown
as part of the Spring Lecture Series
of the Armenian Studies Program.

Tickets for the film-are priced at
$6 and are available through the
ASP or AGBU.

In eight years, Yegoyan has
earned a reputation as one of his
generation’s preemment film-
makers. |

Appearmg for the first time in
one of his  films, Egoyan has
fashioned for himself a character

_who is everything he is not: mean-
spirited, self-absorbed, and
destructive. He is a photographer
hired to make twelve images of
Armenian historic churches for a
calendar. He takes his wife, (Ar-
sinee . Khanjian) along as a
translator, and as they traverse the
12 sites chosen for the calendar
with their Armenian guide, (Ashot
Adamian), their relationship
begins to unravel. The photogra-
pher returns to Canada with his 12
images, but without his wife, who
has gradually felt drawn to her
ethnic roots and has fallen in love
with the guide.

. Cairo-born,  and raised .in
Canada, Yegoyan has spent the last
12 years creating films which-have
been critically lauded for explor-
ing the mediated image in contem-

' “Calendar “afilm

F resno Campus

porary rsociety.

Egoyan’s fourth motion picture

feature, ‘“The Adjuster’” had its

world ‘premiere as part of the
prestigious Directors’ Forthnight
at the Cannes Film Festival. The
film was named the best Canadian -

film at the. Sudbury Filmfest and
was awarded the Special Prize of

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93740

DATE May 12, 1994

PAGE 1 of 1

the Jury at the 17th Moscow Inter-
national Film Festival.

““Calendar’> has been called
Egoyan’s best work to date: The
film had its world premiere at the
Berlin International Film Festival.
(1993), and received the Best Film
Prize in .the Forum of New
Cinema. -

For more information on the
Fresno premiere of ‘‘Calendar,”’
call the Armenian Studies Program
at (209) 278-2669, or the AGBU,
431-0171 after 5 p.m.
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Lecture — 7:30 p.m. Monday,
Fresno State University, Alice Peters
Auditorium of the University Business
Center. Novelist Carol Edgarian will
speak on her new novel, “Rise the
Euphrates,” as part of the Armenian
Studies Program Spring Lecture Se-
ries; 278-2669.



NIt

SOURCE “he Fresno EBee;

ARMENIAN STUDIES

- ARCHIVE -

Fresno, CA

PROGRAM

CALIFORNIA

DATE 1994

May 1%,

STATE UNIVERSITY. FRESNO
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA #3740

SUBJECT Armenian Fianist wants to Share Her Gift

PAGE 1 of 2

of Music

Armenian pianist wants to
share her gift of music

t home in Armenia, pia-

A nist Naira Shahsouvar-
‘ ian is considered a sea-
soned artist, with credentials
which include performances
throughout the country and on
national radio and television.

But her concert this week at
Fresno State University is

something else. It will be a re- -
cital debut for Shahsouvarian .

in her recently adopted land.

Not surprising, she is a bit
nervous.

“This country, it is se differ-
ent,” she said, through her in-
terpreter, husband Andrey.

“My situation is so totally
different here. But I would like
to share the pleasure of the
music with other people.”

Shahsouvarian, her husband
and son, Alexander, 7, emigrat-
ed from Armenia about a year
ago, not to broaden the young
pianist’s artistic ambitions but
for economic reasons.

Her immediate family, in-
cluding her mother, a piano

Naira Shahsouvarian will give
debut recital in her new home.

teacher, and father, a physi-
cian, are in Yerevan. Her hus-
band’s family recently fled
from Armenia, settling in Mos-
COW. :
Shahsouvarian was born in
Yerevan. Growing up in a

Naira Shahsouvarian

8 p.m. Wednesday, Wahlberg
Recital Hall. Admission $5, $4 for.
faculty and staff, $3 for students
and seniors. Information:
278-2654.

house full of music, it was only

natural that she became inter-
ested in music early. With her
mother’s encouragement, she
started lessons when she was
5.

In America, Alexander’s re-
lationship to music is some-
what different.

“He hums Mozart while he
play with his Legos,” his moth-
er said.

“He has a good ear,” said fa-
ther Andrey. But no, Alexan-
der is not being encouraged to
pursue music as a career.

Shahsouvarian knows the
life of a musician to be a hard
one.

By the age of 6, Naira was
enrolled in the Peter Ilich
Tchaikovsky School of Music
for Gifted Children, studying
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there for 12 years. She then
transferred to the Yerevan
Conservatory where she con-
tinued with piano, ultimately
graduating with honors and
qualifying both as accompanist
and soloist instructor.

As a graduate student, she
studied chamber music, piano
and organ. She became a piano
professor at both the state con-
servatory and the Yerevan Col-
lege of Music.

Particularly in Armenia,
where gifted students are sup-
ported by the state, the regi-
men is a strict, arduous one,
Shahsouvarian said.

As her husband described it,
the standard is “If you’re not
good enough, you don’t go to
school; if you're better, you
give concerts in public.”

Shahsouvarian made her de-
but at age 6 on state television.
As a conservatory student,

she appeared in the Aram
Khachaturian Recital Hall and
the State Philharmonic The-
atre in solo and chamber set-

tings.

The FSU Armenian Studies
Program and the Department
of Music are presenting the
concert in the Wahlberg Recit-
al Hall, West Wing of the Mu-
sic Building.

Shahsouvarian’s program in-
cludes two pieces by Mozart,
“Sonata in F Major” and “Fan-
tasia in D”; Schumann’s “Ara-
besque, Opus 18”; Scriabin’s
“Two Poems, Opus 18”; Cho-
pin’s “Prelude No. 15 D-flat”;
and Komitas’ “Garona

Spring).”
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A LEGAGY OF TRAUNA

Author traces the
effects of genocide

on three generations

of a family

By Kathey Clare
Th¥a Fresno gee v

; arol Edgarian is pleased when peo-

C ple ask if “Rise the Euphrates” is

her life story. She knows she has
done her job, creating characters so real
that readers believe they existed.

Perhaps the emotions and characteris-
tics of Casard Essayan, Araxie Loon and
Seta Loon do exist in generations of wom-
en affected by an atrocity that ‘shaped all
their lives.

At age 9, Casard is arr Armenian girl liv-
ing happily in the town of Harput, Tur-
key. Suddenly, during the summer of
1915, everyone and everything she knows
perishes when a group of Young Ottoman
Turks sweeps through the country, bent
on killing every Armenian.

Orphaned and starving, she survives. In
1921, she comes to America, where she
meets a young Armenian man and mar-
ries. She locks her horrible memories
away, never speaking of what she’s en-
dured, except when her granddaughter,
Seta, is born. She then whispers her story
in her ear. Years later, it’s Seta who tries
to heal the family’s wounds.

Edgarian will be in Fresno on Monday
to talk about her novel and sign copies of
it. Her appearance is part of the Armenian
Studies Program Spring Lecture Series a
Fresno State University. :

Horrors endured

Her novel is‘one of the few to use the
Armenian massacre as a focal point. The
horrors endured by casualties and survi-
vors-are recalled — Casard’s mother
throws herself into the Euphrates River to
drown rather than be murdered.

But the book deals with more than a

"tragic legacy. It explores prejudice and

first love, what it’s like to grow up in a
small town and the bond between genera-

' tions of women. '

“I wrote the book for the hungry reader
in me,” Edgarian said by phone from a
Miami hotel. “T love books that engage all
my senses and stories that move me and
compel me to read on.”
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Book signing and lecture

Carol Edgarian, 7:30 p.m. Monday, Peters Audi-
torium, Fresno State University. Information:
278-2669.

Edgarian was born and raised in Con-
necticut, the daughter of an Armenian fa-
ther and a Swedish mother. She has writ-
ten since she was a child: “I was the kid
who wrote poems under the covers at
night with a flashlight.”

While working as a Senate page in 1977,
she did research at the Library of Con-
gress and discovered the library’s exten-
sive holdings of primary documents on the
Armenian genocide.

It came to her in a dream

Such a brutal past and the effect it
would have on generations of a family in-
trigued her. The idea stayed with her until
a couple of years later, when she dreamed
of an old woman.

“T heard her voice, and it was very com-
pelling,” Edgarian said. “I wrote the story
around that voice, and she became Cas-
ard.”

It took 10 years to write the book. Ed-

Carol Edgarian’s
novel, “Rise the
Euphrates,” uses the
Armenian genocide
as a focal point for
the story of one
family’s heritage.

garian supported herself as a free-lance
copywriter.

“The characters kept me going,” she
said. “I wanted to see the story through,
to see how Seta healed the ghosts of the
past.”

Hearing back

Response has been positive.

“Every meeting I've been to, there have
been one or two survivors there,” Edgar-
ian said. “They are so pleased their story
is being told, and it’s heartening to hear
my book was moving to them.

“For every individual’s family, there
was a different story. One of the reasons
this genocide hasn’t received the attention
the Holocaust has is there was no Nurem-
berg for the Armenians. The Turks deny
it ever happened and haven’t been held
accountable.”

Edgarian lives in San Francisco with
her writer husband. She is at work on a
second novel, a story different from “Rise
the Euphrates.” She may one day return
to Seta and continue her story.

Touring has taken her from writing, but
she is enjoying meeting her readers:
“Talking to people who have been touched
by your book is the ultimate fulfillment
for a writer.”
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Picture-perfect look
at a man’s isolation

By John Scalzi ,
The Fresno Bee )

“Calendar” looks like moving
series of picture postcards, and
there’s a reason for that. In the
film, one of the main characters,
a photographer (writer/director
Atom Egoyan), has been sent to
Armenia to shoot pictures of lo-
cal churches for a calendar.

Some of these churches are in
ruins, and within these ruins,
something else is falling apart as
well: the photographer’s mar-
riage. It’s an artfully crafted vi-
sual irony that the ugly end of a
life together should take place in
such beautiful surroundings.

It’s not the only thing about
“Calendar” that is artfully
crafted. From the first shot to
the last, this film knows exactly
where it is going. The whole af-
fair is so realistically shot and
presented that I kept having the
awful feeling I was watching a
documentary. Fortunately it is
not, or Egoyan would go down as
one of the most masochistic film-
makers in history.

The photographer is never
shown in Armenia (his eyes are
the camera’s point of view); the
only time we see him is when he
has returned to Canada, the
country in which he is based.

Though he was born in Arme-
nia, he seems to know nothing
about the language or the cul-
ture of the place. To address
this, he has brought along his
wife (Arsinee Khanjian), who
speaks Armenian, and has enlist-
ed a local driver (Ashot Ada-
mian) to take him from one
church to another.

The driver, who does not
speak English, knows a fantastic
amount of information about the
various locales and, through the
wife (none of the characters has
a name), proceeds to expound at
length about them.

This has opposing effects on
the photographer and his wife.

| MOVIE REVIEW

Calendar ‘
Starring Atom Egoyan, Arsinee
Khanjian and Ashot Adamian.
Written and directed by Egoyan.
A Zeitgeist Films release. 4 p.m.
Sunday, Fresno State
University, Industrial
Technology Building, Rcom
101. Presented by the Armenian
Studies Program of Fresno
State and the Armenian General
Benevolent Union. Tickets: $6.
Information: 278-2669 or
431-0171 (after 5 p.m.).

Rating: A-

The photographer frankly could

not care less; he’s there to get
his photos. But for the wife, who
also is. from Armenia, the tour
has the effect of reinvigorating
her sense of self by casting
through the lens of her home-
land. Predictably, the husband
and wife find themselves drifting
further apart. ’

This tale, told in flashback, is
interspersed with scenes of the
photographer having one failed
date after another in Canada.
Each date ends with the woman
going off to use the phone, then
speaking with the other person
in another language.

The initial reaction to the pho-
tographer is that it is under-
standable that his wife has left
him and that his dates fail: The
man is a pompous twit. But
Egoyan says more about the pho-
tographer with what the man
doesn’t do than what he does.

The photographer is the only
one in the film who speaks only
English. He’s cut off from the
rest of the characters in this
way, which mirrors the man’s
isolation from his Armenian her-
itage and also his own emotions.

“Calendar’s” photographer is a
tragedy, painfully brought to life
in Egoyan’s writing, directing
and acting (though the last of
these is somewhat wooden).
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S.A.S. Elects New
Officers for 1994

FRESNO - The Society for
Armenian Studies re-elected Dr.
Dickran Kouymjian as President of
“the S.A.S. Executive Council in
recent elections.

Dr. Rouben Adalian was re-
elected Vice-President, lia_rlp_w
Der Mugrdechian was named
Secretary, and Dr. Dennis Papa-
zian will remain as Treasurer. At-
large members are Helen G.
Evans, Jennifer Gurabian, and
Lorne Shirinian.
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Ecumenical Program

ORGANIZERS AND PARTICIPANTS OF APRIL 24 PROGRAM IN FRESNO -

From left to right, Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Bryan Bedrosian, Richard Da{-
manian, Vatche Semerdjian, Boghos Handian, Ara Sarafian, and Bill

Sahatdjian.

Fresno Armenians Gommemorate

FRESNO - Cong. Calvin
Dooley, California State Assem-
blyman Jim Costa, Fresno City
Mayor Jim Patterson, SuperVisbr
Deron Koligian, and City Counci]--
persons Esther Padilla and Robert
Lung, joined more than 700
Armenian-Americans at the Pil-
grim Armenian Congregational
Church in Fresno on April 24 to
commemorate the 79th anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide. The
commemoration was organized by
the Armenian Community Council
of the San Joaquin Valley.

Following a requiem service
held at the sanctuary of the
Church, a civic program was held
in the adjoining social hall.

ACC chairman Barlow Der

Mugrdechian was the master of
ceremonies.

April 24 with Ecumenical Program

After the singings of the national

'anthems of the U.S. and Armenia,
(the  dignitaries were introduced,
‘and proclamations from Gov. Pete
‘Wilson and the California
‘' Legislature were read along with
.those from ‘the Fresno County
‘Board of Supervisors and Fresno
iCity Council.

A program of recitations, and
‘choir selections by the Hamaz-
kayin Choir of Fresno were
presented. . ,

Vatche Semerdjian of Los
~Angeles was the keynote speaker

in Armenian. Ara Sarafian, a doc-

“ toral candidate from the Universi-
ty of Michigan, gave the keynote
address in English.
At the conclusion of the pro-
1 gram, donations were collected to
"benefit the Armenian Embassy in
Washington.
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Pianist Naira Shahsouvarian Plays in Fresno

FRESNO, CA - Pianist Naira
Shahsouvarian was showcased at
a concert co-sponsored by the
Armenian Studies Program and
the Department of Music of Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno
last Wednesday evening, May
18, 1994, in the Wahlberg Re-
cital Hall on the CSU campus.
She played selections from Mo-
zart, Schumann, Scriabin,
Komitas, and Chopin.

Naira Shahsouvarian was born
in Yerevan, Armenia. Her father
is a physician and her mother a
pianist — herself a graduate of
the Yerevan State Conservatory.
Naira was surrounded by music
at an early age, and was enco-
uraged by her mother to study
the piano. She began lessons
when she was five years old. At
six she entered the Peter Ilyich
Tchaikovsky School of Music
for gifted children where she
studied for twelve years. She
then entered the Yerevan Con-
servatory where she studied un-
der Professor Yuri Hairapetian,

Pianist Naira Shahsouvarian

specializing in piano. She re-
ceived her diploma with honors,
qualifying as concert soloist in-
structor and accompanist. She
went on to postgraduate studies
under  Professor Levon
Mamikonian, specializing in piano
and chamber ensemble. She also

studied organ with Professor

Vahagn Stamboltsian, again receiv-

ing her diploma with honors.
After graduation she served as
piano instructor (professor) at
both the Yerevan State Conser-
vatory and the Yerevan College
of Music.

Naira Shahsouvarian played
her first concert at the age of six.
At fourteen she was awarded a
diploma for her performance in
the National Festival Competi-
tion. During studies at the Con-
servatory she continued giving
solo recitals and performed with
a number of violinists, cellists,
and vocalists. In her repertory is

i a wide range of classical and

modern music by European,
Russian, and Armenian compos-
ers. In addition to performing at
the Yerevan Conservatory, she
has played at the Aram Khach-
aturian Recital Hall, the Recital
Hall for Chamber Music, and the
State Philharmonic Theatre. She
has appeared throughout Arme-
nia and on national radio and
television.



