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It is my pi:\rpose in this paper to rela.te the history 
'.... '·. ~.·· 'f~ .,. .... 

. ~ 

of the :[:piscopa.l ··se;rvice$ _in .. Kern County"~' ·Q.r1d '.to .give.'to ·thif:l 
• ~ ,- ·, • ~ 1 ··._. ".': • : • ..,.r t-1.. •. , _: ,.~ \::· . ~ ·~. ,/ \,. It • , .-

8 U ff id i ent background frcmf tl1e :Episcopal historyoo:t'·C::ilifornia 

to 'correlate it. 
' .. 

' ,.. ~; 

l am deeply indebted;. to 0 the''Rev·:· V·~ :F. ·ratrick a.nd .to 

lrs. ·r;ora Bender for ;their help iri furnishing. sources Of rrater-
• .., • ~- ·-.-.·. • .. : ' .: i• ' 

ial .used, and to the Rtv~!'ev. 1,oui;··~l}'.:il~l~ Sanford, ~). D., 
. -· • J, . .."' ': ,.,. ~ • ~ -

I:r. Alfred lia.rre-11' and 2 is.s 1iaude.'1fetcalf for interviews. 

1ra.ry. ~n iza.1:>eth rang~n . 

., . .; .... -· . ·.: 

\ 
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CHAPTER I 

J~a.rly 1~piscop1:1.r ·service in California 

ln Golrlen {R:'at._e Park: in Dan -lir:a:mcisco, the Pray~r l1ook Cross 
' . ,; ~ 

·· · of ~1olid ~rey stone,. Ionic in form and fi:fty-·1'ive fe:·et hi§.h,· com-. 

memorates: the firs~ service in English c-onduct'.ed.:in what· is now 

the· United States. · It hear-$ the' following. ir1scri;ption ·011 the fac~, .... 

-"A rne1r6rial Of the s.evice held in ':,rake I~ Bay about Ht. John_ nap-
. . . 

tist' e .°PHY, .:iune· 24, 1579, by 'l'horr:as ::..-letcher·; _ l'r.i.est of the Church 

of Bng,land, Cha.pla,in of ·sir ~rancis Drahe-, Chronicler_ of the aervice}' 
•' 

( Qn the Reverse') 

"1~:ir.st Cl.iristia.n Service in the :;nglish. Tongue on our"Coast'r. 

.. · 1i·irst · Service of Hook of Comrnon I'ra.yer in our· c·ountry.. ·· 
. ; . . }j 

· One. of the '}irst · Record.tfd ;.:issionary l'rayers· on our flont.inenf'. 

( On nase _ :rrtfnmf) . 

• ' 11l~olri Deo nit Semper G~oria.w 

'Sj.nce th·e permanent settle:r.ents in -r~aliforJ1ia were n·a.de 

by the Sp.q,nish, no rebord is .-iound of, reli'fious services other·. 
-

than Rorr:an Catholic· :tor more th!3.n two hundred and fifty-· years: 

Tire· next service in r:a.lifornia ,·1as conducted. in 1847 by th 
lJ • ,. " ·• 

- . . 

- regiment,., Sunday; liarch 17, in ::t ro·om in the_ :Farker House in 
. . ·. ;: ,:. 

San i.ranci.sco. 
· • ~ : .• ; .· f, \. .. :r,...4 .A:. ~ \ -

. . ' . . . . .. ,. 
"A goocl cotj_gr~gat~on .,v12-1t t-;a-t;~1~ted by. the -_e~i.erts, of /:hpl 

• • • ; ' • ?' • .... : ~ • "' ·: • /l ·~ ':;:: ~· '~··,~ :· :~-. ~- .• -., ·-! .r.1.'·~·. ~ •· •. ,· .... • . 

_ -Chaplain l.eavemr,ortr,1. arfd. _f; ~ew ,~ :fr i~!fd~.,, .J;r 01r.: tl~~ ~str ~-~ts~- :)'tt:..~ 
. . , . ,,.; ;:(:'... . . 

dance ·halls, and saloons of the town •. 0· (no_te)2 
•; :_~ • ' ••• • < 

Thhediscovery o-f gold changed .tlii,s:.Little Bpanish port of_ 
..... ~{ . '-. ·~ ·~ . 

i'Yerba }:u~na" to the "American city': o;(:' San· i,r9.ncisco 1i.'ith about 
_ - 3 : ·v- _; · ~ 1-1 · , . . 

thirty.·t1.ousand inhabitnnta. AJ:);ho,,ugJf'.there 1;;as -~ Drea.t infJ.tx.u:-
- • ' ,·, Of the ' 

.... ·- --~; ~-:..~~.,:,... __ .... -~·f.-·:"·:!-:-~1 ~---:·:·· ... ---;.·. ~- :..~-~~ 
~ .,!" • . 

"- ... _ .. ., .... ~- ...... -..... ..,,-: . 
tl (; i ft of G·eorg e ·;r. Childs• Fsq., of FtdJ.ad e'.lphia 
1 Dougla OttinMer Kelley's History of. the :Diocese of Califo~_nia, 

· San .:branci.sco, 1915, :pp_. 1 - 2 2 · 2 ·· cit 5 
op,• cit. on. 3 op: . · • :P • 
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. . "'" ~:.: /'' ~- , 
~ ~.- ·,... -, '"4':, •.. ~ ........ t , ...... ,:. ~ ~ .. .,,.' ; ,l ' _1: k, ~ . . 

aclventurous typ_e of men seekint,',th'e Yelrow'meta.i-1• there w.ere· also a 

few :pro.feasi-onal men', go,r~rnment. offi9itt.l"s, •. ~iict re!;!p·;~tcible m~~c}-u3.nts,.; · 
_ ....... ~ -·t' ''.,,_· -~J: ':' .... ;. • .......... , "''. • ~ • ··~-~ :- .;. ,: ·., ··"' •• ~\ .:. .;,. .. ,:,·. ·::' 

Who. t1ere. accorr.panied· b)r their, :tarrilies'.·, \;i)ir'ong· tt1esernewcomers were 
4,;, f ~!'·-,·. : •~ : -~ ' ' I ' :.,. ~ -,/ 

. those· neYJCOl1'E?'S_.WhO Jlere' religious.ly i,nclined and desired services. 

Borne o :f'. these in \he i all of. l'F.f48., J~n\f~ to :the ¥.!i$Si Ob Board :r.c-..· 
. ... . . :.. . . 1· ;_ ·,, ,. ... ~.' ; . ·, ~ . 

' ( 

questine a. .Rector<, · :J?ue' to la.ck of or&anization .of San }rancisco .· 
. : ::•}-~~~,:} .. ·:·· ; ··.-, ·. . ·. 

chi~rch people., t'\•10 mtssi onar ies ·were ·aen·t ;"~one b:r the. ?ti esi 011 Boa.rd4 and' 
: . '~.t .< ~-·· f ' c 

the- other by fri_ends in llev, York. . Rev'. ]{:t:S..: l!ines · was tha first· 
.. ~ • ..... t( :<; ........ ~ \ • ' 

! cle;rf;yrnan to arrive; reaching 'f3an lrr.mcisco ·in July 184~; rr. J. L 
.,. . 

.. Dr! ;: •. J. · 'fe/ :.:erir did not arrive until a rtionth l~ter due to srnall-pQX"' 
~ . - ~ . ... . •. ~ 

- . ~ 

a.rid a voyage urround (!~pe 1:0:rn. The arriv.::il of t·po clergymen inotead 
•' 

Of one· might llave 1'?eeri very ~erious l.?X·cept far t}ie nature Of the: t\vO 

. 'tr.en, who b?c'aree the warrrest· friends; and the_ 'fQ.ct that the city grew 

so rapidly that the tvrn men Wfro n~eded; The Bev; 1a:1vel s. t\iines. 

organJ~erl ~':rin{ty: Church on his a.rriva.~, ~n·4 -on. April. 28, 1q50·, G~ace 

· Both churches 
4 

grew and prospered due- to t1.re rapid increase in: :population •.. Ha.rd-~ 

. ly J:rt_d. the, first year elapsO'l. v1hen. WOr&: '7.'8.S ·-received that the Jjo:1.rd 

bf !a.ss.ions in· lfew, Yor.k had passed a :resolution to. discontinue misi;;ione 
I • • ~ • ~ ·''" 

in California. 'This· .actio11 of the bo~rd resulted in, the calling of 

an Episcopal 6on-,rention of the few c1~ergymen then in Oalifornia·i At 
: . .. . 

' ' 
the '.;onvention. the Dioce..l.e of the ra.cifi.c' Coast' was· f_orrhed,. and. arrange-

,. 
ments were made for the adr:in.istra.tion of the work. At the second 

convention th.r!3e 'ye$.rs later, 1853~ revisions 11ere rr.ade ·in the wor-k-ing 
. . . 

plan, anti deleg~tes were chosen f'~r the General Convention or Ccmfer ... -. 

enqe 'of. the Episc·opal Church wn.id:.. convfried in :Nevi York City~ At the 

~eneral Confer~nce the delega~o$ were not giveh seats because the 

dioceee wa.s not recognized. 1.rhe conference created e. rissionary 

'._, ..... 0 D toceae -and · elected 'Pr~ 1:·illinm ·Ing;:.:fh,'3.rn Kip· Bieht:ip .: He was· hast ..... : 

ily sent for and arr.~ngements were made for hi·a .consecration. Eis 

------------------
. 4 op. cit· PP· t-8 1 ..5 or·.. ':it. r;)_. :· 1...;2,, . 

tJ 



. ··. 

hrother-·in·lB.w, Bhihop of, n1ine,. preached the senr.on , anrl 11iehop 
.. . .· ,; 5 

Kerr:p a.cted. aa· !1residi11g B.ish,op !1.nd t"'hief Consec:rator • 
• 1. 

1~c.·set sa.il'vri'thh,1s'wif·e ::ind· son by.wA.y of Panama . .,.he 'l:'lter.l1~er, 

the ~olden r ~te, rm:s: only able to·rC'aoh· th~ litt~e port of S::i.n ~;i..ego·· 

o·efore it rent to pieces: '.l'his nece::s'si tated ~· rlel~y of i:t week before· 

tlie 1l.:::1.sa'engers were ·nble to c'ontinue their voyage . 

· ·011 Gund~y, :r~sr;pp Yip l1 e;td ~orni11g se:rvice, and this WA.a thP. firet 

se'rvice. thfl.t J..e. held .011 the T.1f\Cif'ic f!OllAt • 
. . . -

f'ri his .fi:rt'ivnl ::i.t 811.n.:F r~ncisco, -Su.n~~y,._'Janu~ry.2, 1854, Dr. I\i:p· 

wae WA.rrcly .' ereeteci · by .a·· c orr.-:r i ttee bf churc~nr..en. 1:e be~~n his labors 

at once and. ;~enched n.t~. 'l';ri~ity. ·and Gr~ce. OhJ~hes t.h'3.t, a.a:rr.e day·~ ... 
j . • • 

:\.l"though nistinotly an l':3,i:;tern rr~n. and.,ii_thout personal· experience 

in :a.t1y sort of p.i.on~er rr.issionllry i:t,ffairs, he was. much ,intE'.!rested in 
. . ' ·. , ... 

. V!~~:t ym.s b~ing rlone· a.t th::tt 'ti?fe ·in' the new and r9.J.)i~'1y:: settl'ing· :North~­

>fest,'. rind .no. one pould' h~ve entered upon ~he duth:s, .to which he bad 

.now de.dica.ted the rerr:nin<fer'.of;h:i.s life with a finer spirit or with 
.t ' 

.... ' ... 
highEi" ideals \hA.n 13 i~hop Eip broug}'.:t_ t'd:.£lie' l)ac·i,fic Coast·!. ThEre-· 

were el emen'ts in his oharlq');e.r an~l.i ~qu.ir>,rt~x:i~ o;f: t'l1e:/y-e1:1~J~igh_e6t 
• ,., :.t ~#~ "ft)·.,., ',~ "' ·;. !' ,;;J-,., '"' ~.'I ... , .. t,c ' ,t ~- 1 4•', • 

~rdGl'; n.· r;e'ntlen;ra,n in ·every fi'9EE' Of his·. being·, .. by 'culture f..-l.U,fl ·_,by·· 
. ' . ~' '.;",; . . ... ~. '"',,~·,_: . .. 

inherit~nce;· a churcJ~~').rl! '[t?ir inte~1igefit;; r\tr,'on,g·,:"cojn:icti;?t'l_Jlf the · 
~ ! ). ~; . . t :r,,.,./ t{ ~,~';' ·," ,,I ~ ~ 

school of. Eobart, a, ,;scholar :ih :1 ~ t~raturcf'' arid ar't·. espec ra'11y, in life 

;h~bits ~ rran of. eine;ur8.'J'.' 'puri i;;y ,ar{rl. Sellafi.j, ,Of· {l.Onor·· iri thou,,:ht and 
. . . . \ ·: ·~ ~ :, .. { ~·1 .. • 

an·o. condu-ct', and v:ith13.l1 physically ··a. stril<ing ~figure, ·--tall, we·ll--

bui'lt· a.rtrJ hH.nd some-. ')-(', .... ).·~ : .. ··~· .. 

: •.. ··~ -:~~::" .. 
stat~:;,. ·;p,e.' found. on_ ly th.ree c}ergy-

1 . 
•· ... -~f•-'-:1 .·: • . 

pro~/eskea very·. 9lowly. He v:i.J.9ited · 

tc'hen ~isliop fi'ip QA.me to thts 

. rr.en regul:'3.ry .at work, :ind the v1ork 

the V8,rious t'owns. J:1.nd: post·s .throughout the stq.te i'nvestip;,q,ting · th~ 
.. 

fi:ela. · and estn15l-i§h~ng· minsion.s wherever arnl' whene,,;.er possiple·. Of, 
. . 

·his trip through the S1.n Jo1:1.quin he.writes, 
..... ---~ -~ :.._, .•. ..:~;:: . - .... _ ._:• .~· ._;,' . ··- .. ~,;: ;. ... : .. ··· ... ~· ......... - ~ .. -·-._.;..,,~ --·------· . - :;.; - : 

5 op. cit. pp. ?1-2, 
6 op. cit. p. 26. 

: ..... ----~ ... ~-



n'For more than a year I: had· been attempt~hg" to :visi,t the, Southern,, 

part of the· state-, bttt ·wa.s .. never. able t'o do so;. the .unsettJ.-:ed state 
. • . ·- :. '. ":" ..:.··.~.: •• ·-· •. ·_,. .; ....... ,-.,~.f •. ,:-.i ' 

~ .. r ... . ' ,. . *· 

of tl1e country inf es tea.· b.y t'he wo;~t 'claa~ or: white~· and 1£:e:Y.:iqans, 

could not f.ind.until the present time,.when Me.tor 1,.ownsend; U •. s. A';., 
' ' ~ . . '! ~. ~ .• / ~ ~ f' . ; 

being o~·dered to inspect• Jl orts 'J_'ejon and~!.Cilier; h'3.cl to.pass t:h.rough, 

the c'ountry, · and• I. availed· reyaelf of the ''.O-pportuni ty. Gome· other 
··"having_ . · -.{:: ~:: i:· · . 

i'rien~~i}'offe~e_d to j 01n us, 7.01.· th_~ Jn~r1po..,~-~ )f seeing the country, we·· 

had a ~ufficient· number·· for security~. ,t~aifies l\€aj or T .·, my y~unge;st+' 
. . 

son and· myse~'f, the party consisted of ffon. Edviard Gtanle;{ ( ~ate of 

.North. Carolina)~ 'Jl(;r. Jarr.es ;F'. Calhoun (l~te or" South r.arolinp.; and' 
·7 

1.:r. J'. 1'. Smith of S.!3.n Fl'9.ncisco~·· 

T·he journey·frorr t,;a.nFrancisco· to Loo .Angele1;3 -was ma.rle by ocean 

voyave i:tnd took f'r·om 0c1;orrer first· to the fourth,· .1855: 7'uring .the 
··' 

time there wiis a storm n~d dense foig, the Captain b<=Jing the same one. 

·· as the one on the ship; the Golden G at~',· thou,b·ht the P.ish_op. v1as a 

>. bad omen. 

0 ~os Ange1ee ha.a all· the ehara.cteristics of, an old Spa.ni13h town. 

· 1 t,' contains about 5 ~ 000 inha.bi t:J.nts, 2; oo.o of' v1fto_m may be Arr er icans 

or·English •.••.. Until:within the.last six months, there }ma been 110, 

i-:n1.slish service. Of, any kind in Los. Angeles except those Of the old 
. ~ . ;• 

Romish Church. As the preA,ching was in Gpanish. t'he An:ericans never·· 

went.to _it, ••.. V!e · hc'ld service W-Orning, aml eveninr~. . .. tLe first 

... 

ti~e. our ~ole~n liturgy was ever heard in.this se6tioti Of t~e country. 

At the mbrniUR service there were i:i..hout ';lighty· pre.se~t, and a rr:uch 

la.r·ger · numlier in the' evening' •.. 
. ' ' ' 

11\'le lef,t Los Arweles fo:r. fort Tej on .( an out one- hundred mil es 

disiaut) .~t ~leven o'ql~ck. Cur· vehicle was a laree · heavy ·w~on, for 
. ,· 

·:;..; ~-- ---:. "' ... -:.:..-- '··-:i·_- -· :;_·,;....-: ~-"': ---- "" 
-· =: -·- ..;";. ·-·-·. --=--·~ ~ -

;'7. Kip, ';'illiam Ingra.ham, a C8.lifcrnia. PiJ;grimage. edi te<l by Louis 
Childs Santcird, ]resno1 California,·p. 



no other. i~i 9.d~pted to the mountain p~sst·s tlrrough which. our road ·1 

learls. l':t' :was ·drawn b'y four mules,: a.rt';l, we hc1d. ~.- driver weliJ acquaint-· 

ed with the country. Our driver \"'J;J.S wel1. arme<l, an~ the g-ent:remen 
. . . . . 8 

·,,'iith us h11d the;ir· ri.:f'l'es and' r-evolvers. "' 
. ~ ' ~ 

· It t'ook the par"cy from 1:on<lay unt11· Thursdayvnoon to reach .Fort 

!J'ejon.- The group had s'tiffered from heat and lack of wat~r . 
. ' . ~ . 

"The fort at the Tejon is on a little plain, entir•ly·s~rruuridcid 

by· higl1 mountains .• ~ .• ~."'' 

'.l.'he journey·n()rthwi:lrd:wao beset.with'rna,ny dan~ters arid hardships . 

. the .:party suffered -.from .lack of water. It !equired two d13..ys to reac.h 

.Kern Pi ver, t-iiirty three rr:iles of v:hich vte traveled ni tl-Lout: v1ater:-; Itt 

took until the ne~t· Sunday to· reach, i,ort :.:ill er, whe!e Bishop Kip· 

held BE)rvice for ninety· men $tationed there~ 
··' 

:.ere- the wagon was left . . -
a 

and the rest of the. journey \:as made by \sta~e Wf'lich they were to en1-· 

ploy.to Snelline Tavern. F-rom th~re they cot:itinued the,ir trip by regular' 

stage route. 

--~-------- , r , •.••. i . 
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