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IS GENTRIFICATION 
A DIRTY WORD? 

N~w York Times. December 1.,. 1 M (. 
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my "insipiration", originally, for putting together this collection 

of articles on g_entrification wa s the almost frenzied campaign, : ;•hich 

has manifested itself more than ever in the last two years , to "revi­

talize " the lower ,5arden district and uptown magazine street in new 

orleans, wi-':-hin the last2 1/2 years i've seen the corner where i've 

lived on (m:?.gazine and 8th) change from a slee?Y street with a ;;oodwill 

-':-hrift store and a cou?la a.,tique stores to having a larse , busy coffee 

sho::, , a string of coE,;?(5e bars and several new, "hip" boutiques with 

Jver ~riced artifacts, the newest neiGhbor on .my block is The Orphanage, 

a bullding of such grossly overpriced "luxury condo:niniums" (the cheapest 

being a :j,700 one room to the most expensive being a $1200 two room) 

that it will surely be the deatb',.:>f what was once a qui"lt, cheap neighbor­

hood, landlords .u;e talking about raising surrounding rents to "compete", 

in the "Lower Ga..""den District Strategic Renaaissance Plan"' s literature 

there is never one mention of what will happen to the hundreds of people 

wh) will be left homeless with the de2olition of the ~t • .:'homas Projects; 

an,/_ h:we they really put much thought into that aspect of the "rlenaissance"? 

all the official propaganda is filled with &lowing projections of the 

"Hew" 3t, Thomas will be a "clxed-income com:nunity" but how mixed is ques­

t ionable. there has been much encouragement for light industry, utilizing 

the "historic" aspects of the neighborhood to encourage tourism, and wooing 

home;)wr.,rs and those with enough capital to b·1y houses and become landlords 

to ta!,e adva ntage of the situation, but little, if any , attenti:>n,is 

p~id to how all this will affect the lives of those faruilies that will be 

r e maining in what is left of the St, Thomas Projects and those who are not 

priviledged enough to be able to afford to buy a home and, thus• must 

take . the brunt of price increases in renting, 

;;10:::e tha."1 a ye.c.r ai:;o i attended a "community" meetinc; about the ;:enai-

3i;ance Plan direc tly across the street from St, ·.:-ho mas, it was ha::':! knowing 

that the meeting even existec.-i went and cou.,ted how many posted signs :u1n­

o·mcin5 it were posted and i:1 the entire Lower Gar:] en District only counted 

ei6 h-': . the "co,u:iuni ty" represented at this meeting, hosted by several city 

cou.,ci l mc·,1--:a:..·s, ,u,s :,recomi::antely local business owners, most . of the tin;e_ 

;i • •. 13 ta.ken up with landlords .; pros;:,ecto::-s telli~ig the city council how many 

,m,: re properties they wo;.uG. -~·1y if the :C lan went their 1-,ay, there were fe; ; , 

i:' any, peo:,le :?.-epresenting fz.;.1ilies living in St. I'hor.ias or l ow incor.:e 

a;-a.rtment r ent2rs. the Lowe~ ..-a:-rlen i.iis~rict l:as sol'.!le of t!':e la!:'g.:s t j isp-

2.ri ties ':'f wealth i!1 the cit:, . th~ river side of :aa..;azine street , includi11€ 

t,1e i~is h ch2.11.:1·sl , :.s ::,reclc..c..:.nant;,ly lo,1er incor.1e blac:<: fa.-:1ilie s , and also 

i~1cluC:es the .Ste .:ho:nas :.r.cojects, 2.cross the street is the Garde::1 Jistrict , 

~o:.5t to so.ne of t:1e ..,,ealthi-3s-':. families and. largest mansions in t:le city . 

. ·.~.:a~ine stree~ is the CJ .. ·1Lii~_; linec the "Re:iai.ss:-~nce Flan" is an obvious 

at~e:1pt to riC. :,:-,.e i::- cash cow ~f the =eperCu:-:;sions of a capttalist, class 

.. ~ :::-J.~c based soci-=7..y , ub..ich is soi"'letimes violently mJ.intained, instead of 

~r~at in3 ::!."::al an.: las·':. in..; sol'..!tio:-is to the cri:ne , violence and c~·:;.icisn O".i. .. 

po ·1 2-:.:~y , t•:hich wo:.ilt :.1ean er:::i:::-e ly ::ecrcan3i~ cu::- s oc i 2ty and tha way we 

::e:~2.':.e to o:'1e c..no~~:::r , t f'~r.;y :-.cire ":.he 11 p·. ob::e r.i 11 +.o another pc.rt of t:le city . 

i.n t'.l:..3 s:J.~ ~i::'ic c,::.s•.; , t:":e e·,:.cteC. resi.Jent.s of ...:t, ~.:.'ho;.13.s will ;,~oJably 

'..>:: 10 ·1::;d to ot:1B:.~ ?r cjec:.s i:1 :.h: ci 7~J , 2.re2.s :vhich hc'..ve :)e·an desisn,:.ted. as 

" ',)l ac:: " ~·e2.3 ~=i th a ,::>::.."'edc; ii :-. .:- t aly .'.fric2.n- ~::!e::icc. n ?o;::clatir.n, :.way from 

2-rc:•.: ·.:hich a.re 80stlJ ;,hi:,~ , :-.ot beca·.1se of l i:_.;:1.li .:. .:-J se.;:..·e1~ation b;.!'7. ".)ec-

\_ " IMP 



in nove1;.ber of 1997 Crescent t rench :Cooks &: Infoshop opened up its 

new location in the lower C~en District, on St, Eary street, just 

off of I ;agazine, it is a collectively-run, non-profit bookstore and 

conu:iuni ty center, i ara a collective member, our presence .in the neich­

borhood, just two blocks fro B 3t, i'homas,C:oes have an impact on the 

area , one of the precurso~s to gent~if ication begins with ind ependent 

yo1.:,g white adul t s J;Joving into mostly lower income areas in order to 

ta.lte advantage of the cheap rents, this includes artists who t 2.ke over 

cheap storefronts and warehouses, creating a creative cliraate which 

then brings in higher income consumers, this is where wealthier de­

velopers and entrepeneurs take not~ce, and advantage,of this new 

business climate and, whether the resident .artists &.musicians ack­

nowledge this, develop the area, unfortunately, most of the develppe­

ment is aimed at a higher income class of people'and not the lower 

incofi1e local residents, nore businesses offering more overprised, 

unrealistic ser;ices move in, along with higher income· residents, 

raising rents and forcing out the previous residents, in the lower 

Garden District Magazine Street is the battle ·ground for much of 

this conflict, more and more services along magazine street are being 

aimed at higher incoEe people: antique stores, gourmet restaurants, 

college bars, there a.J..'e few services on this street, where most of 

the comr.Jerce in the area happens I that serves the lo,: inco;;ie residents 1 

c:.nd predominantely /. frican-.;merican, residents of St, ~homc.s and 

the irish channel. there are few I if AlIT1 busi:i.esses located on this 

street which are owned by African-A~ericans, and many do not even 

employ neighborhood African-A;nericans, Crescent Hrench Books' part 

in this systera of Gentrification can go one of two ways: we can be 

silent about this issue and letitgo on unchallenged and, thus, be part 

of the process, or1 try and raise awareness to the issue and some 

challenge and opposition, we serve a largely uhite and youthful pop­

ulation but this does not have to be the only people we serve, as mem­

bers of the com.nt:ni ty and as people i:::ying to play an active role in 

our community, ;:e should serve and represent those axound us, both 

blacks and whites I of all classes, i thin.1<: that by fostering a community 

of comraon desires instead of the alienating and dev~sive gor..ls of . 

gentrification projects such as the lower Garden District Renaissance 

Plan, we can combat the fears that they play upon(cr~ne, violence, racial 

and class divisions) to :.:ake gentrification more palatable to those 

nho hold the :,iower and priviledre in this society, as it is ct=ently 

based, 
the information and e.xamples of gentrification and fi.;hts people have 

put up to challenge and stop it ac~oss the world cnntained in here is an 

atterapt to both educate anci activate pe.ople,. The ''Renaissance Plan" is 

nothing new, it is being carried out every day in urban areas througl'. out 

the na.tion, but it iXJ::.:sN 'T have to be that way, people.can join .t9gether 

and choose to create their own fates instead of letting corporations & 

govts force it upon them,.,,,,,,,,. - S K0 t.' 
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Camilo Jose Vergara 
Side from ethnic blue-collar neighborhoods to the west. Public housing in 

Chicago was built almost solely in black neighborhoods. When 1he coum 

forced the city to construct new projects oucside the ghecms, Chicago chose 

to stop building altogether. The high towers of the Chicago Housing Author• 

ity (CHA) complexes, with more than t 80,000 legal and illegal reSidents, 

REBUILDING DRUG CITY 
not only house but also concentrate the pooresc families in the city. 

A gigantic arc of drugs and destitution is forming in the South Bronx along 

the east side of the Major Deegan, the west side of the Bruckner. and on 

both sides of the Cross Bronx between the two other ~xpressway,:;. The arc is 

bisected along College Avenue by J similar strip connecting it rn the base of 

the Bronx. Here is where New York City is building the brgest concenrr:i• 

tion of homeless housing and shelters in the nation. Like a n:irrow ribbon. 

about seven miles long and six blocks wide, it will contain six large new 

shelters, half of the rebuilt apartments for the homeless, and some of the 

most dangerous, drug-infested, and segregated neighborhoods in the city. 

In New York City one can judge the strength of a community by the 

number of homeless people being resettled within its boundaries. Neighbor• 

hoods with political clout and active local community organiz:nions, able to 

plan how abandoned buildings and empty lots will be used, have vetoed an 

overwhelming influx of residents and shelters and hotels. Newcomers are se· 

leered and placed in locally managed buildings, so that rooted. stable work• 

ing and welfare bmilies remain dominanr. By comrasr, weak communities 

have gonen more homeless people than they c:rn handle. !Jrge concentrations 

of destitute young families and many more on the way. rcpopubting neigh­

borhoods that are extreme in their isolation, drug infest::aion. poverry, and 

despair. In these sections of the city, ghenos, starker than any New York has 

seen in the last generation, a.re being rebujlt at great public .expense. 

Since the 1950s, when U.S. social scientists began ranking cities :1ccurd­

ing to residential segregation, Chicago has led all others. In 1989, sociologist 

Douglas Massey found the new pattern of segregation in U.S. cities to be 

"deeper and at more levels," justifying the neologism "hypersegrega1ion ." In 

Massey's new index, New York City ranks thirteenth. gi\'ing the impression 

that it is relatively integrated. 

In Chicago, the present form of segregation was crystallized hy the si r­

ing of public housing and expressways in che 1950s and 1960s. Poor, black 

residents live in confined communities that are often phpically sepa rated 

from white neighborhoods by highways and railroad tracks. The longest 

ghetto "wall," the six-lane Dan Ryan Expressway, was shifted several blocks 

during the planning stages to separate the huge black ghetto on rhe South 

In New York Ci1y, until a decade ago, public policies have aimed ar a 

greater mix. Segregation remained steady during the 1970s but is now in­

creasing. A t 987 New York Times poll found more than 60 percent of 1he 

city's blacks reside in all-black or mostly black neighborhoods, and that 72 

percent of whites live in all -white or mostly white areas. These figures mini­

mize the extenc of the separation, however, because it is difficult to place 

New York's large and diverse Latino population imo clear racial categom~s. 

New York's ghettos, occupying huge areas of the city, are by far the 

most populated in the nation . In Brooklyn, for example, there is a hyper• 

segregated area of more than 450,000 nonwhite residents that includes much 

of Williamsburg, Bushwick, Bedford-Stuyvesant, Ocean Hill-Brownsville, 

and East New York. It is an urban section comparable in its poverty, ap­

pearance, and size to the west-side ghetto of Chicago but considerably more 

populated. 

The same is true of the area comprising Harlem and the South Bronx. 

For a length of about five miles, one finds only poor, minority communities 

barely interrupted by a small Italian enclave along Arthur Avenue in the 

South Bronx. This section of the city is home to approximately 600,000 mi-

nority residents concentrated in a much smaller area than the less populated 

black communities on Chicago's South Side. 

Shaping the Ghettoa (§) 
Just as the layout of expressways and the location of public housing trans­

formed Chicago three decades ago, 10day in New York City three powerful. 

mutually reinforcing factors arc adding to racial and economic segregation: 

the changing composition~ increasing number, and growing poverty of the 

residents of New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) projeC!s; the rav­

ages of crack; and the repopulation of the poorest, institutionally weakest. 

and most drug-ridden urban areas with some of the city 's most vulnerable 

families, many of them formerly homeless. 
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Northwest corner of Westchester Avenue and Ke lly Street, South Bronx, May 1983 . 

Nonhwcsr corne r of Westchester Avenue and Kel ly Street, South Bronx, Octobe r t9 R7. 
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IN TH~ 1q10~ 1 FACE~ 
Wl1H THE SPECTER OF 
REVOLUTION HAUNTIN6 
THE ~TRHT$ OF AMERIC 
THE f$1A8l/$HMENT LOOKE 
FOR \,JAY4 OF • 
CRUSI-HNG PLACE$ W<E 
THE LOWER EAST Sl~E. 
THEY NO LONGER WANT EP' 
AN OPEN DOOR. fHEY t>I~ 
NOT WANT NEW PEOPLE WITlf 
NEW InAS..THEY PARTIC-­
-ULARLY D/0 NOT WANT 

POOR PEOPlf \JITI-I 
NEW IPEA$. 

THEY WANTU, TO HAL UP 
ALL THE OPEN I NuS. IN THIER 

ARMOR,To MAKE NEWYOI\~ 
INfo A FORTRE~'> FOR THE 

w~r.,,-.~:.."-!'77'!:i:P"" VERY WEALTHY, EVEN 
IF $0C!ETY SUFFOCATED 
AS A RESULT. THEY Bft:,AN 

A CAMPAl&N TO DESTROY 
INNERCIT"t NEIGH90RHOO~$. 
LANl>LORI>$ WE RE AU OWED 

TO BURN OUT RENT C.ONTROLEI> 
TENANTS.FIRE COMPANIES 
WERE $HUT oowN. A$ 
WEj:\f $CH00LS,8ANJ,,(.S 

AN~ HOSPITAL $,CRIME 
AN~ ~fWC, DEALING. 

WE'RE' ALLOWED TO 
TAKE OVER. 
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