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IS GENTRIFICATION |

A DIRTY WORD?

There arc iew ‘vurds in a New Yorkers
;ousbulary thu! ire as emotionally loaded as

Tbonepu-u;n.itmmim .ed housing.
To another, it meana cnatto C liousing. It

safer streets and new retail businesews

To others, it means che

New York Times, December 23. 1985

Who hes to meke recm
for gostrifiention?

The greatest fears inspired by gencrifi-
estion, of course, are that low-income
residents and low-margin retailers will vc

by more affluent residents and more

le
The De; t of City ing’s study of
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Upper West Side concluded that some
lacement occurs following a communif

ine as well as after its rebabilitation. The

ownership remain
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jon’t want to buy their units. A survey
by the Estate Board of New
‘ark found that 85 percent of such tenants
the conversion process had been a
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NTRODU.CTLONS

my "insipiration", originally, for putting together this collection
of articles on gentrification was the almost frenzied campaign,: i'hica
nas manifested itself more than ever in the last two years, to “revi-
talize" the lower zarden district and uptown magazine street in new
orleans. within the last2 1/2 years i've seen the corner where i've
1ived on (magazine and 8th) change from a sleedy street with a Coodwill
+thrift store and a coupla antique stores to having a larse, busy coffee
sho», a string of colZege bars and several new, "hip" boutiques with
svervriced artifacts. the newest neighbor on my block is The Urphanage,
a biildinz of such grossly overpriced "luxury condominiums" (the cheapest
being a $700 one room to the most expensive being a $1200 two room)
that it will surely be the death-of what was once a quist, cheap neighbor-
hood. landlords are talking about raising surrounding rents to "compete".
in the "Lower Garden District Strategic Renaaissance Plan"'s literature
+here is never one mention of what will happen to the hundreds of people
whi will be left homeless witn tne derolition of the St. fhomas Projects;
and have they really put much thought into that aspect of the "Renaissance®?
all the official propaganda is filled with glowing projections of the
"New" 3t. Thomas will be a "mixed-income comaunity" but how mixed is ques-
+:onable. there has been much encouragement for light industry, utilizing
the "historic" aspects of the neighborhocd to encourage tourism, and wooing
homeown2rs and those with erough capital to buy houses and becone landloxds
to take advantage of the situation. but little, if any , attention,is
paid to how all this will affect the lives of those families that will be
remaining in what is left of the 3t. Thomas Frojects and those who are not
priviledged enough to be able to afford to buy a home and, thusy; must
take.the brunt of price increases in renting.

more than a year ago 1 attended a "community" meeting about the lenai-
ssance Plan directly across the street from St. "homas. it was haz1 knowing
that the meeting even existed-i went and counted how many posted signs ann-
ouncing it were posted and in the entire Lower Garden District only sounted
eizh%. the "comaunity"” represented at this meeting, hosted by several city
council menhars, was predomirantely local business owners. most of the time
w~s taken up witn landlords « prospectors telling the city council nhow many
mere properties they woulé ouy if the Flan went their way. thers were feu,
if any, peodle representing fenilies living in St. Thomas or low incore
apartment rentars. the Lower -arden Listrict has some of the larszzst disp-
arities f wealth in the city. the river side of ma_azine street, including
+the irish chzinazl, is predc nantsly lower incone blacx faailies, and also
incluces the 5t. homas Zrojects. across the street is the Gaxden District,
wost o soae of the wealthiss® families and largest mansions in the city.
Cazacine streel is the dividing line. the "Renaissance Flan" is an obvious
atiespt to rid itheir cash coW of the repertussions of a capttalist, class
& race based socizty, which is sometines violently mainteined. instead of
creating rzal and lasting =o0lutions to the crime, violence and cynicism of
poverty, which would aean ertirely —ecrganzing our society and the way we

; they mcve the "o oblen" to another part of the city.

1
spzcific coss2, the evicted resilents of JSt. Thonas will probably
+o otaer orcjects in thT city, areas wthich have be=n desizns
th a pwedc
ich ars nostly white, not becauise ofid
auce of acononic sagrestion.
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in november of 1997 Crescent Wrench Books & Infoshop opened up its
new location in the Lower cargen District, on St. liary street, sust
off of liagazine, it is a collectively-run, non-profit bookstore and
comnunity center, i an a collective member. our brescece.in the neigh-
borhood, just two blocks from St. Thomas, ¢oes have an impact on the
area, one of the precursors to gentrification begins with independent
young white adults moving into mostly lower income areas in oxrder to
take advantage of the cheap rents. this includes artists who take over
cheap storefronts and warehouses, creating 2 creative climate which
then brings in higher income consumers. this is where wealthier de-
velopers and entrepeneurs take notice, and advantage,of this new
business climate and, whether the resident artists & .musicians ack-
nowledge this, develop the area. unfortunately, most of the develppe-
ment is aimed at a higher income class of people’and not the lower
income local residents., more businesses offering more overprised,
unrealistic services move in, along with higher income residents,
raising rents and forcing out the previous residents, in the Iower
Garden District Magazine Street is the battle ground for much of
this conflict. more and more services along magazine street are being
aimed at higher incore people: antique stores, gourmet restaurants,
college bars. there are few services on this street, where most of
the commerce in the area happens, that serves the low income residents,
znd predominantely /frican-imerican, residents of St. Thomas and
the irish channel. there are few, if ANY) businesses located on this
street which are owned by African-Anericans, and many do not even
employ neighborhood African-Americans., Crescent Wrench Books' part
in this system of gentrification can go one of two ways: we can be
silent azbout this issue and let"go on unchallenged and, thus, be part
of the process, or,try and raise awareness to the issue and some
challenge and opposition. we serve a dargely white and youthful pop-
ulation but this does not have to be the only people we serve, as mem—
bers of thz comnnity and as people trying to play an active role in
our community, we should serve and represent those around us, both
blacks and whites,of all classes. i think that by fostering & community
of common desires instead of the alienating and devisive gocls of :
gentrification projects such as the Lower Garden District Kenaissance
Plan, we can combat the fears that they play upon(crime, violence, racial
and class divisions) to meke gentrification more palatable to those
who hold the vower and priviledge in this society, as it is currently
based.

the information and exzmples of gentrificaticn and fights people have
put up to chzllenge and stop it across the world contained in here is an
attempt to both educate and activate people. The "Renaissance Plan" is
nothing new, it is being carried out every day in urban areas through out
the nstion. but it DOSSK 'T have to be that way. hbeople, can join.together

and choose to create their own fates instead of letting corporations &

govts force it upon theMiseessessee —S kOt
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Camilo José Vergara

Side from ethnic blue-collar neighborhoods to the west. Public housing in
Chicago was built almost solely in black neighborhoods. When the courts
forced the city to construct new projects outside the ghettos, Chicago chose
to stop building altogether. The high towers of the Chicago Housing Author-
ity (CHA) complexes, with more than 180,000 legal and illegal residents,
not only house but also concentrate the poorest tamilies in the city.

REBUILDING DRUG CITY

A gigantic arc of drugs and destitution is forming in the South Bronx along
the east side of the Major Deegan, the west side of the Bruckner. and on
both sides of the Cross Bronx between the two other expressways. The arc is
bisected along College Avenue by a similar strip connecting it to the base of
the Bronx. Here is where New York City is building the largest concentra-
tion of homeless housing and shelters in the nation. Like a narrow ribbon,
about seven miles long and six blocks wide, it will contain six large new
shelters, half of the rebuilt apartments for the homeless, and some of the
most dangerous, drug-infested, and segregated neighborhoods in the city.

In New York City one can judge the strength of a community by the
number of homeless people being resettled within its boundaries. Neighbor-
hoods with political clout and active local community organizations, able to
plan how abandoned buildings and empty lots will be used, have vetoed an
overwhelming influx of residents and shelters and hotels. Newcomers are se-
lected and placed in locally managed buildings, so that rooted, stable work-
ing and welfare families remain dominant. By contrast, weak communities
have gotten more homeless people than they can handle, large concentrations
of destitute young families and many more on the way, repopulating neigh-
borhoods that are extreme in their isolation, drug infestation, poverty, and
despair. In these sections of the city, ghettos, starker than any New York has
seen in the last generation, are being rebuilt at great public.expense.

Since the 1950s, when U.S. social scientists began ranking cities accord-
ing to residential segregation, Chicago has led all others. In 1989, sociologist
Douglas Massey found the new pattern of segregation in U.S. cities to be
“deeper and at more levels,” justifying the neologism *‘hypersegregation.” In
Massey's new index, New York City ranks thirteenth, giving the impression
that it is relatively integrated.

In Chicago, the present form of segregation was crystallized by the sit-
ing of public housing and expressways in the 1950s and 1960s. Poor, black
residents live in confined communities that are often physically separated
from white neighborhoods by highways and railroad tracks. The longest
ghetto “‘wall,” the six-lane Dan Ryan Expressway, was shifted several blocks
during the planning stages to separate the huge black ghetto on the South

In New York City, until a decade ago, public policies have aimed at a
greater mix. Segregation remained steady during the 1970s but is now in-
creasing. A 1987 New York Times poll found more than 6o percent of the
city’s blacks reside in all-black or mostly black neighborhoods, and that 72
percent of whites live in all-white or mostly white areas. These figures mini-
mize the extent of the separation, however, because it is difficult to place
New York’s large and diverse Latino population into clear racial categories.

New York’s ghettos, occupying huge areas of the city, are by far the
most populated in the nation. In Brooklyn, for example, there is a hyper-
segregated area of more than 450,000 nonwhite residents that includes much
of Williamsburg, Bushwick, Bedford-Stuyvesant, Ocean Hill-Brownsville,
and East New York. It is an urban section comparable in its poverty, ap-
pearance, and size to the west-side gherto of Chicago but considerably more
populated.

The same is true of the area comprising Harlem and the South Bronx.
For a length of about five miles, one finds only poor, minority communities
barely interrupted by a small Italian enclave along Arthur Avenue in the
South Bronx. This section of the city is home to approximately 600,000 mi-

nority residents concentrated in a much smaller area than the less populated
black communities on Chicago's South Side.

Shaping the Ghettos ™M

Just as the layout of expressways and the location of public housing trans-
formed Chicago three decades ago, today in New York City three powerful,
mutually reinforcing factors are adding to racial and economic segregation:
the changing composition, increasing number, and growing poverty of the
residents of New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) projects; the rav-
ages of crack; and the repopulation of the poorest, institutionally weakest,
and most drug-ridden urban areas with some of the city’s most vulnerable
families, many of them formerly homeless.
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Northwest corner of Westchester Avenue and Kelly Street, South Bronx, May 1983.

Northwest corner of Westchester Avenue and Kelly Street, South Bronx, October 1987.
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