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The National Audubon oe1et1 has long t ken an active 

interest in the welfare ot the Oal1f'orn1a Condor . Several 

years ago, realizing that the C QOdor wa prob bly the third 

;rarest bird in the United State• and that 1 t was in danger 

of e:xt1nct1on, the Society tinanoed a study ot the basic 

natural history or th& bird and its present status . It • 

felt that an adequate plan for th.e tutu.re eftect1ve protec­

tion ot the apecies was not PQesibl• without this in:forma­

t1oo . On the baeia ot this work sanctuary was set. aside 

in the 1.os Padre, atiooal Forest 1n which the Condor would 

'bt> given e. cb.atloe to live and breed in as neax.-11 an und1a -

turbed state a• possible . en the present perm1 t e.a 

issued to the san Diego Zoological Society the AUdubOll 

Society opposed the action and now advocates the re'focat1oo 

of the permit for the following reasons . 

According to the most accurate estimate av 1lable, 

there are only about 60 Condors aliYe today. The .indica ­

tions are that tMa population ha.a remained stable tor the 

paet 30 yeara . In a stable population which 1s made up ot 

ao tew ind1v1duala the removal or two birds could well have 

a very eer1oua ettect on the del1eato balance and might 

mean the ditterence between increase and decrease . 
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In the case o t the Condor th& problein ta f'urther com­

plicated by th& V8%7 slow breod1ng rat• wh1ch consiate ot a 

11ngle young eveey two yeara tor eaoh pair of adults. Thus 

it takes two birds at lea t 4 yea.rs to replace themselves, 

muoh less show any 1ne.ree.1e. This extreme slowness in breed­

ing 1s due to the length Of ti e which 18 necessary to raise 

the young to the point ot independence. The t1JIIO tx-oin the 

laying ot the egg to the t1me the 1ouns can t nd. tcr 1taelf 

is 1n the neighborhood ot 18 months. Becaus• of th1 lens~ 

period ot dependenoe m the Parents, there 1s never a t1m(t ot 

1ear whan some adult ooodora do not ha.ve either es a or- young 

which nave to be ted.. It e1 ther ot the J;:Qronts is removed 

during the time, the nestJ.1ng lfill in nll prob bility die. 

Mter the young bird beoamea independent it does not be­

oane ad.ult and able to breed until 1t has roached the age ot 

about 5 years. About 1/3 of the present population is be-

11e•ed to boot this grrup. Thie,. ot eoUl"ae, means that or 

the 60 living Oona.ors only about 40 are ot breeding age. 

B&eau•e eaoh pair breeds only on alternate years, the maximum 

ot young tor a. given year ie 10. Due to various natural 

cause th1a total iff never reached., probably l> to 8 bains a 

more aeourate number. 

The major reaaoo tot- the setting as1de ot a large area 

in whieh C ondQrs are known to be breeding is the bird.a I eztreM 

aQZlait1vity to human disturba.nce. ,here the:r 1s much human 



( ( 

aet1v1ty Qond,or.& will tU.mpiy not carry on their natural 

aet1v1t1ea. '?his is e&pecriall7 true 0£ n♦stitlg. The <prese-ne.e, 

ot t .:,apping opel"at1one on th~ 'V&ry edge tl>:t the bre~d.1ng a:r-. 

certainly leaves the path Wide open to such d1$turbane•• 

Thia. eould have a va'¥!'f aer1ous effect on the P"¢pul.at1on as a 
whole. 

, Several d1fi'1eu.lt.101 proeont them•olvea to anyooe whc 

1ti1ttld attempt to tnp a: pa.tr· ot ConlllQra"' ;tn the Ande@ O:on• 

dor, whiob has been so· suce-esa.f"u1ly b:red 1n captivity by the 

aan Diego Zoo, there t• no p~oblem ot s•N 1den~1f1cat1QJ.. 

Thia 1s not the cas• in O'U' Californi s-peeie:,. In our bird. 

the sexes are 1dent.1oa1 aad thr;,::t-e 1,s a great des.I of doubt 

whether th aex oan be accuratel7 determin~d even in the hand. 

Even 11' \b11t ta Pr)••ibl.o. tt. wotjld probably entail the han<U,lns 
ot a. number of 1ndiv1duals before even a teritat.1ve ident1ti•­

tUm could be made. 

Thi·s last b:,ings- up a:r.ic>thar ,complication. In .any traPPl»S 

operat100 and eapeoially one 1nvolv1aa a bird the ,1ze ot' a 

O ondor, th$re !a a1wara the chanoe that. urYVtumte4 1nd1 'VJ.dual, 

would be oaught and injur&d in the prQce-ss. Tb1 could, <le• 

spite all cax-e, result. 1tl the loss of moro than the two bit'd.1. 

The capture of an alread-y mated pair would ~sult in the 

least di•tu11-banoe to tho population but thia would only btt 

:Pi>~ai'ble1 uno.er the most fortunat.o 01re'Ul1'1s:t.anees. !n taktna 

two birds 1 t ould be much more likely that thei ou.ld cane 

f:rom different pa.1r. This would ·resUlt in the loss ot two 
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nests instead of ju.at one. It trapping were to be earr1ed 

on a.gain d.ur~g th& breeding aeas.on as waa the oae . this year 

this would 'beeQne al.moat a oertainty. 

If the ea.going or a Pidr ot thea& birds wou.ld in an7 

demonstrablo faahi on h~lp the wild popUlflt1 ti\ it might be 

at1other matter.,. but as yet no one hae e1ven any oonol'Usive 

evidence tha:t this would be. so. 

lt has been a~sorted by proponents 0£ the trapping that 

the presence of a pair in oaptivitT would nave grea~ value aa 

an educational exhibit whereby the put>lio would be made aware 

or the Precarious i tuation of tho apec1e• and thus better 

proteotion would l'esult. Actualq, just the rev-erse might 

well be tr-ue. In the :Pa#t, publ1e1t7 fox- thE, Condore, has in 

aom.e ca&es resulted. in harm to the birds. !t stimnlatea the 

tntex-e t or the pu,blie~ 1t ia tru$, and makes peoPle want t,o 

ee Condors in the w11d. Thi& hat1 led t.o detrem~nt.al d1at~b­

a.no• ot the b1l'de bJ ou.1'1011t1 · •eokera. 

A Clalitomia Condor at olo"Se quarters is no thing ot 

beaut7--mdeed, quite the contrary. Except fer.,: 1 ts rarity 

1 t would lla,re 11tt.le dir,:play value. Fe\'1 people beholding a 

Condor tor the f1ret time. at close ranse in a eage,. ould 

be 1neP1l"Erd to do much toward as.ving them. When you plao& 

thelll: in a oage,. no matte~ how larse, you rob them or their 

~tstanding attr1bute which is mastery ot flight. Thus cooped 

up they lose all of tr..eir e thetio v-alue. As· Aldo L&op()ld 

.has so aptl.J stated,. "The recr~ational value ~ wlldlite 1& 



1nverso to its artit1a1a11ty." lhis is especially true 1n 

the oas.e or the C oodor. 

The granting of a penni t to trap C andoit's ror any purpose 

wou,J.d appear to us to be setting a danget"oua ll" ecedent. It 

one 1nst1tut1oo can get some, why not othere? O'UJ.d it not 

be mucb better to draw the line n O'II and allow an to b 

taken? 

It bas b n stated that the cont1nu1ty of the speQ1ee 

would be assured if' the birds were bred euocess.tully 1n op­

tivitJ. .Perba s this ia true, but the National Auduboo 

Society is not interested 1n the relegating or an7 $£)eC.1es 

to the tatua ot a zoolo 1oa1 curiosity. Our interest 

·:rather l1 s in the keoping of the Coodor ae he is now. ooe 

of the outstanding and intensely 1ntereet111g component of 

our native wild.lit • Thei-e luf.a been no evid nc" in the 

short time aino the aanetuacy was oreat$d that this 1 not 

still entirely possible 1:f the birda are given a chanoe. It 

1s 0ttr feeling that they should b given that chancel 
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