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2000 National Wetlands Award Recipients

Ceremony was held Tuesday, May 13,
2008, in the Cannon House Office
Building Caucus Room, Washimngtom, DC.

Outstanding Program
Development

Derb Carter

Southern Environmental Law Center
Southern Environmental Law Center
Roger Holmes

RIS epariment of Natural
Reésoesoes, i agioneolt FishNamdrwvildlife
@@stme@)as, Division of Fish and Wildlife

BietRad), Minnesota
St. Paul, Minnesota

Volunteer Leadership

Roma Armbrust and Jean Harris

Ormeond Beach Observers

Ventura and Oxnard, California

2008 National Wetiandls Awards winners
accept their awards. View more photos
from the ceremony.

Land Stewardshiip and

Development
Raymond Beck
Farmer

Marlow, Oklaihoma

Education and Qutreach
Linda Beyt

Unlversity of Louisiana College of
Education

Lafayette, lLouisiana

Science Research

Ruth Patrick, Ph.D
Academy of Natural Sciences
Phlladelphia, fremmsylvania

Outstanding Program Development

Derb Carter

Southernm Environmental Law

Center

{

When environmentalists want to protect
wetlands in North and South Carclina, they
seek out Derb Carter. Since he returned to his
native Carolima in 1982, Derb has lbeen
workimg with conservatiom groups to fiorce
state and federal agencies to scrutinize and
regulate large-scale wetland conversions in
the two states.

Mr. Carter's most recent project is protecting
tens of thousands of coastal North Carolina
wetlands from unregulated drainage. The U.S.
Court of Appeals’ 1338 invalidation of the
"Tulloch rule” left wetlands mationwide
vulnerable to drainage without fiederal
regulatiom. Derb Carter led the effort to stop
the massive wave of wetland drainage on
several fronts. He spearheaded an im-depth
investigation of AUMereUs Auge @rainage
prejeets, and Re woerked with regulaters te

step the uRprecedented wetland destruetion. He alse led a esalitien of envirenmeantal
greups in esnAvineing Nerth Carelind te promulgate and use state standards te protect
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wetlands in the wake of the Tulloch decision. The enforcement of these standards
stopped drainage activity at many sites.

In the early 1980s, Derb Carter’s efforts to force environmental serutiny of lange-secale
wetland conversions stopped a 36,000-acre agricultural conversion projeet and a
35,000-acre peat-mimimg project, both in the Albemarie-Pamlico Sound watershed. The
wetlands were subsequently transferred to the National Wildiife Refuge System.

Derb Carter’'s command of and respect for the science, law, pelitics, and stakeheolders on
all sides of the wetland debate, makes him a highly respected voice for wetland
protection. Both locally and nationaliy, has raised the level of debate and subskantially
advanced the cause of wetland protection.

— Jan Goltvmacatierter, eniicomsnental atiensgy, Eding, Minmnasata

ram Development
Roger Holmes, who retired from the Mimnesota
Department of Natural Resources this year
after four decades of service to the agency,
has been one of the state’s great
conservationists and a national leader in
wetland protectiom and management. Director
of the departmemt’s Divisiom of Fish and
Wildlife since 1990 and wildlife sectiom chief
for 18 years before that, Mr. Holmes is best
known for helping create and secure passage
of the Reinvest in Minneseta program.
Established in 1986, the program thas
reinvested $135 million in state funds into
mere than 450,000 aeres of public and private
wetlands and other fish, wildlife, and mative
plant habitat. Aleng with the Reinvest in
MinReseta pregram, Reger Helmes hasg said
. Roger Holmes that hig twe ether preudest sahievements
Minnesota Department of Natural  yece to help expand Minneseta’s publie wildlife
Resources, Division of Fish and management system te mere that a millien
Wildlife (retired) aeres of wetlands and other habitats, and to
St. Paul, Mimnesota Relp shape ERe Natural Resourees
Conservatiom Service’s Conservation Reserve Program to benefit grassiand wildlife.

A national expert on wetiand programs and public pelicy, Mr. Holmes twice served as
chair of the Mississippi Flyway Coumdil, and he also chaired the National Elyway Council.
In 1999, as president of the Internationall Association of Fish and Wildiife Agencies,
Roger Holmes worked on securing passage of the federal Conservatiom and
Reinvestment Act. His many honors include national awards from The Nakure
Conservamcy, Ducks Unlimited, the 1zaak Walton League of America, and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.

— Dawe Safad, Minresata Depanterent of Natwap/ Resowwses, St. Paw/ Minnesata

When Jean Harris and Roma
Armbrust call a meeting to
discuss preservatiom of Ormond
Beach, emvirpnmentalists,
property owners, and officials
from all branches of govermment
flock to the table. These two
activists have spent a cumulative
total of 36 years ciiampioning
their cause—preservation of
Ormeond Beaeh, an undeveloped
Femnant of a rare salt marsh
leeated in Oxnard, Califernia:

Ms. Armbrust and Ms. Harris are
retired teachers who became
conservationiists after joining the
League of Womem Voters. Both
have spent countless tours
educating the commumity about
the biological value of Ormond’s resources, speakimg out against iil-ceomceived
developmenit proposals, and increasing commumity involvement in the planning process
for the Ormemd Beach area. In 1383, they formed the Ormond Beach Observers, which
unified the voiee of 8 number of dlverse organizations interested in protecting the
wetlands, When the eity of Oxnard ultimately formed the Ormond Beach Task Force,
these twe grandmethers served enthusiastically and patiently. Their tenacity and open-
findedness kept key participants invelved and brought the group to final consensus.
Earlier ERis year, the California Coastal Conservaney validated the critieal importance of
preserving the wetlands by agreeing te aequire & sizable portion for restoration and
Béfmaﬂ@mtfféééP@Mi%. Ag Jean Harris weuld say, their efferts eantinue to be “a werk
iR Pregrass” beeause the eity Ras yet te appreve a final develgpment plan for the
Ormond Beaeh area. Undeubtedy, beth wemen will eantinue to persevere te seeure
PEFaneRt pratection for the invaluable OFmond wetlanes:.

Roma Armbrust and Jean Harris
Oormond Beach Qbservers
Ventura and Oxnard, California

— Kim Uhilich and? Jofm Buse, Enviicamenental Deerse Cembess, Wemiwaa, Califesmia

Land Stewardship and Development

Raymend Beek, a retired city employes, has dedicated and managed his 68-acres of
land fer wildlife for mere than 30 years. He Ras developed ane enhanced wekHland sikes
foF woed ducks at nesting densities URReard 8f iR SOUR central Bkiahema. Betwesn 366
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and 1,000 wood ducks hatch on his property
every year.

In this region of the United States, many
major streams were cleared of timber and
their channels straightened in the 1950s. As a
result, wood duck nesting habitat declined
drastically. Mr. Beck became concerned and
began a wood duck nest box project more
than 20 years ago with the construction of two
wetlands. Over the years, he has
experimented with box clusters, resulting in a
high number of boxes in a relatively small
area. In cooperation with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Sefviee's Partners for Fish and Wildlife
PFe ragm, _hei%@gu?tmg_teﬁ three ad@ﬂdié?@nal and
wetlapds in , Whieh inereased his wetlan
v Raymond Beck habitat £o ﬁearlé 20 aeres, In ggrin@ 1893, Mr.
arlow, @kiahoma Beek maintained and mepitered a fotal ef 140
weed duek nest baxes, 13 Eanada goese Aesting struetures, and 50 bluebird bexes:

Raymonmd Beck’s wetland project is an outstanding exampile of what ene person can
accomplish with limited financial resources, a strong land ethic, hard work, and
dedication to wildlife.

Over the years, Mr. Beck not only has restored his land to its eptimum wildlife habitat
conditions, he ardently has advecated for wildlife habitat restoration and has
constructed and given out more than 300 woed duck nest boxes, 160 Canada goose
nesting structures, and more than 500 blusbird nest boxes e Ris neighbers, beth Ically
and maltienwide,

= Jomtie Alttinh, U.S. Fish and! Wildifée Semoee, Tulks, Oklmbesia

Education and Qutreach
Four years ago, Linda Beyt discovered a
passion for wetland education and began a
journey that has made her an educational
leader, research partner, and instructor of
unlversity faculty. In that short time, she has
kindled the minds of thousands with her own
zeal and passion for wetlands.

A middle-schoal teacher of 23 years, Ms. Beyt
begam exploring wetlands in 1996 when she
coordinated a grant to demonstrate
Louisiana’s annual 25-35 square-mile loss of
coastal wetlands. Recogmizing her lack of
wetland knowledge, she attended dozens of
workshops and participated in a practicum at
the U.S. Geological Survey’s National Wetlands
Research Center. She has shared her growing

Linda Beyt
R - o knowledge through more than 40 workshops
University 02;3:;:5:3 College of including Project WET, National Science !

P Teachers Associatiom Conferemce, and National

Lafayette, Louisiana Wildlife Federatiom Conservatiom Summiit. She
spent two years developing "Knee Deep in Louisiana Wetlands,"” an interactive CD-ROM
that has been distributed to all Louisiana middle schools.

Ms. Beyt volunteered her seventh grade class in 1997-1938 for a biediversity program
of the Americam Museumm of Natural History. Ms. Beyt also participated in REEF Wateh,
an expedition to Florida’s coral reefs, and she suggested a hypothesis that a Bigelow
Laboratory scientist in Maine is testing. In additiom, she helped develop the lLouisiana
Wetlamd Educatiom website. She is now a University of Louisiana instructor, training
faculty from 19 universities to integrate technology and content. She also recently has
been named Gulf Guardian of the Year by the Guif of Mexico Pragram.

— Gaye Fanfis, U.S. Geadoiical Sunegy Natimas! Wetkhads Resaanch Ceméer, Lafaupdte,
Louisrisena

Science Research
Ruth Patrick has been a leader in wetland
research for more than 60 years. She is an
ecologist whose research has concentrated on
freshwater systems, specifically diatoomss-
small compomemts of wetland ecosystems that
are vital to the biclogy and chemiistry of
wetland functions. Dr. Patrick’s broad imtterests
include national and international ecology and
poliey, She led research that focused on
Tinieum marsh in metropeolitam Philadelphia
tRat eantributed to its preservationm as the
Heinz Natiena! Wildlife Refuge. Most recently,
her werk has invelved gathering and
SUmMmRiZiIng researeh 8A ‘aguatie systems and
wetlands egRdueted by seientists frem all over
the werld. She ig alse an iventer-her
diatemeter measures the Realth of aquatie

gystems.
Academy of Natural Sciences

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Dr. Patrick has been involved with mearly

every federal agency. Her expertise and ability to effectively distill and convey iimportant
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information has made her a valuable advisor to the Natienal Academy of Science, tihe
National Science Foundation, the Federal Power Commiission, and the Werld Wildlife
Fund, to name just a few. In addition, she received the National Medal of Sciepce fiiem
President Clinton, has beep awarded 25 honerary degrees, received the Eminent
Ecologist award frem the Ecological Sesiety of America, and she has Been henored by
the University of South €arolina’s dedication of the Ruth Patrick Seience Education
Center.

Ruth Patrick is a role model for ecologists, particularly fer women seientists. Her diverse
audience includes policymakers, students, and scientists whe rely en her knowiedgeable
synthesis of complex research iBsues:

— Joitm Teal, Wosiis Holle Oceangaparh c Inatiltdle, Roahesier, Magsachvaalts
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