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FROM THE EDITORS

In eq u a lity  tak es  m an y  fo rm s, and  m ed ia  c o v e rag e  o f  these  issu es is pa th e tic . W hile  
th ere  w ill be  p le n ty  o f  se n sa tio n a lized  “h u m a n  in te re s t” s to ries  th is h o lid ay  se aso n  ab o u t fam ilies  
w h o  a re  te m p o ra rily  do w n  on  th e ir  luck , th e re  w ill n o  d o u b t be an  ab sen ce  o f  a n y  m en tio n  o f  
p eo p le  w h o  are  p o o r  th e  o th e r  3 6 4  d ay s a  year. T h e  fam ily  w h o  is sp e n d in g  th is  C h ris tm as  at a 
Y M C A  b e cau se  th e ir  h o u se  c au g h t on  fire  w ill tak e  th e  c en te r  stage w h ile  th e  m illio n s  o f  p eo p le  
w h o se  d a y -to -d a y  liv es c o n s is t o f  so u p  k itch en s  and  h o u s in g  sh e lte rs  w ill be  la rg e ly  ig n o red . W e 
hav e  co m e  to  e x p e c t such  a  lack  o f  co n tex t from  m ain stream  m ed ia . W e d o n ’t e x p e c t th e  local 
n ew s to  d e lv e  in to  th e  in fin ite , y e t id en tifiab le , fac to rs  th a t w o rk  to  c rea te  a  so c ie ty  o f  b u ilt-in  
eco n o m ic  inequality .

T h a t d o e s n ’t rem o v e  the  p o w e r  th a t local an d  n a tio n a l “n e w s” p ro g ram s hav e  o n  c rea t­
ing  th e  re a lity  th a t p eo p le  b e liev e  is th e  “cu rre n t s ta te  o f  th in g s .” I t ’s b as ica lly  a  sc en ario  w h ere  
p e o p le  h av e  no  id ea  h o w  d iv id ed  the  U S  is a lo n g  eco n o m ic  lines, b ecau se  th ey  d o n ’t hav e  the  
in fo rm a tio n  to m ak e  an  in fo rm ed  dec is io n . W e ’re to ld  re p e a te d ly  th a t w e  are  e x p e rien c in g  a tim e  
o f  p rosp erity , b u t h o w  m an y  o f  u s feel th is p ro sp erity ?

T h is  h o lid ay  se ason  is a g o o d  tim e  fo r  a lte rn a tiv e  m ed ia  to  re flec t o n  in eq u a lity  in 
A m erica . C o n sc io u s  a tten tio n  n eed s to  b e  p a id  to th e  h a rm fu l e ffec ts o f  ram p an t, c o n cen tra ted  
eco n o m ic  g ro w th  at th e  sak e  o f  a m e ric a ’s p o o r  an d  w o rk in g  c lass  p o p u la tio n . C o n sc io u sn e ss  
is n ’t en o u g h  th o u g h , an d  w e sh o u ld  lo o k  to  each  o th e r  fo r su g g e stio n s on  h o w  to  deal w ith  in s ti­
tu tio n a liz e d  in eq u a lity  th a t is b u ilt on an d  re in fo rces  sex ism , rac ism , c la ss ism  an d  h o m o p h o b ia . 
W e n eed  to  lo o k  to  each  o th e r  ra th e r  th an  to se lf-d ec la red  ex p erts , “ m o ra l” lead ers  o r  p o litic ian s 
fo r  an sw ers , b ecau se  no  o n e  is m o re  cap ab le  o f  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o u r situ a tio n s  th an  w e are. W e need  
to look  to  each  o th e r  fo r in sp ira tio n  an d  ed u ca tio n  b ecau se  w e  are the  on es w ith  the  real k n o w ­
ho w  n eed ed  to im p lem en t p ro g ram s th a t w ill su ffic ien tly  ad d ress p ro b lem s in o u r c o m m u n itie s  
an d  in th e  w o rld . A  s im p le  g lan ce  a t C la m o r’s read e rs  an d  w rite rs  illu stra tes  th a t w e  are  n o t the  
p o p u la tio n  o f  co m p lacen t ap o litica l co n su m e rs  th a t is  p la y e d  up in th e  m ed ia . O u r read e rs  are 
ac tiv is ts  w o rk in g  on  a  n u m b er o f  levels ; w h e th e r  it is m arch in g  on th e  n a tio n ’s cap ita l o r  teach in g  
k id s  o r  en g ag in g  in  a  ch a llen g in g  d eb a te  w ith  c o -w o rk e rs , frien d s o r  fam ily  m em b ers . C lam o r 
read e rs  reco g n ize  th a t th e  p ro b lem s fac in g  o u r so c ie ty  are  n o t eas ily  so lv ed  b y  s in g le -issu e  so lu ­
tio n s, and  th ey  re c o g n iz e  th a t w e ll-ro u n d ed , w e ll- in fo rm ed  liv es th a t m esh  p h ilo so p h y  an d  da ily  
a c tio n  c rea te  th e  n e c e ssa ry  c lim a te  fo r ch ange.

In reco g n itio n  o f  h o w  im p o rtan t a lte rn a tiv e  m ed ia  is to  the  crea tio n  o f  such  a  c lim a te , w e 
hav e  p u t to g e th e r  a n o th e r  issu e  th a t to u ch es  on  a  n u m b e r  o f  tan g ib le  fac to rs  fo r w h y  in eq u a lity  
p e rs is ts  in  th is  w o rld . U n lik e  co n sp ira c y  th e o ris ts  o r  p o litic ian s  w h o  re ly  o n  b o g e y -m e n  o r 
sc a p e g o a ts  to  ex p la in  so c ia l a n d  p o litic a l ills , w e  a tte m p t to  ho ld  p eo p le , o rg a n iz a tio n s  an d  
in stitu tio n s re sp o n s ib le  fo r th e ir  ac tions. W e h av e  a ttem p ted  to  h ig h lig h t a  few  issu es o f  in eq u a lity  
th a t d ese rv e  m o re  a tten tio n . F ro m  the  o b v io u sn e ss  o f  c lass  s tra tifica tio n  in S co tt In d rise k ’s p iece  
on  N e w  B ru n sw ic k , N J, to  th e  m o re  su b tle  issue  o f  co rp o ra te  and  m ed ia  c o n so lid a tio n  ad v o ca ted  
by  th e  N a tio n a l A sso c ia tio n  o f  B ro ad cas te rs . T h is  im b a lan ce  o f  p o w e r  in m ed ia  is d isc u sse d  at 
leng th  in the  in te rv iew  w ith  M ed ia  A llia n c e ’s A n d re a  B uffa . T h is  in eq u ity  in m ed ia  ex ten d s  to 
ho w  m ass  m ed ia  (an d  o u r ow n  a lte rn a tiv e  m ed ia ) c h o o ses  to  rep o rt on certa in  to p ics. C o n s id e r  the  
d iffe ren ce  b e tw e e n  th e  rep o rtin g  on  a tro c itie s  in C h iap a s an d  in G u erre ro , M ex ico . M ich e lle  
L uellen  and  H ea th e r  P ru e ss ’ artic le  d iscuss th e  cu rren t situa tion  there, and  as the  title  say s, “M ex ico  
is m o re  th an  ju s t  C h ia p a s .”

O f  co u rse , w e  all reco g n ize  th a t o u r  lives do  n o t ex is t en tire ly  in an  o ften  d ra in in g  w o rld  
o f  p o litic s  an d  eco n o m ics , an d  th a t is w h y  C la m o r a lso  ce leb ra te s  th e  liv es an d  cu ltu re  o f  e v e ry ­
d ay  p eo p le . W h a t w e  do  in o u r sp a re  tim e  w h en  w e ’re  n o t o u t sm ash in g  the  sta te  is, in  th e  end , ju s t  
as im p o rtan t an d  v a lu ab le . W e ho p e  y o u  en jo y  th is  issue!

Pictured above: “Adios Amigos—Hello Dot.Com" This graffiti welcomes the Dot Com revolution to San Francisco’s Mission District—a 
traditionally lower class, minority neighborhood experiencing rapid gentrification. Photo taken near 14th and Valencia in September.
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L E T T E R S

D e a r  C la m o r:
I rece iv ed  a  co p y  o f  y o u r  m ag az in e  b e ­

cau se  I w as in terv iew ed  fo r y o u r  A ug u st/S ep - 
tem b er 20 0 0  issue. I w as im pressed!

In ad d itio n , I ’d  like to  co m m en t on the  
a rtic le  by  L o o lw a  K h azzo o m  en titled  “O reo  
C o o k ie  F em in is ts .” M s. K h azzo o m  te lls  a fas­
c in a tin g  sto ry  o f  h er go in g  to  co n feren ces o f  
th e  N a tio n a l O rg an iza tio n  fo r  M en A g ain s t 
S ex ism  (N O M A S ). B y  the  end , she cam e to 
th e  co n c lu s io n  th a t w h a te v e r  issu e  a  g roup  
ad d resses in ev itab ly  w ill rea r  its  h ead  w ith in  
th a t g roup.

I ’d  tak e  th a t even  fu rth e r  in th is  p articu ­
la r  case. I t’s in d eed  n o t su rp ris in g  th a t a t the 
N O M A S  conferen ces— y ear a f te r  y ea r— there 
w ere  m en  v io la tin g  b o u n d arie s  w ith  w o m en . I 
b e lieve  tha t th is is a case o f  a  deep-seated  p rob ­
lem , o n e  o f  m isu n d e rs ta n d in g  sex ism . Yes, 
m en  m ak e  m o re  m o n ey  than  w om en , m en are 
m o re  like ly  to be C E O s and  in o th e r  positio n s 
o f  eco n o m ic  an d  po litica l pow er, an d  m en  are 
p h y sic a lly  s tro n g er than  w om en . T h is  resu lts 
in sex ism : a sy s tem  o f  ad v an tag e  based  upon 
sex.

B ut, fo r  so m e reaso n , i t ’s no t p o litica lly  
co rrec t to  eq u a lly  ack n o w led g e  an y  sy s tem  o f  
ad v an tag e  b ased  u p o n  sex  th a t is d isa d v an ta ­
g eo u s to  m en . It is there . F or exam ple: M en 
are  80 p ercen t o f  the  hom eless, 80 percen t o f  
th e  d ru g  add ic ts , the  o v e rw h e lm in g  v as t m a ­
jo r ity  o f  the  p riso n  p o p u la tio n , an d  m en  have 
a  life  ex p ec tan c y  th a t is se v en  y ea rs  less than  
fo r  w om en . T hat las t item — life expec tan cy —  
is one  th a t is co m m o n ly  c ited  as p ro o f  o f  an 
“ ism ” ; fo r exam ple, N ative  and A frican  A m eri­
cans have  a shorter life expectancy  than w hites. 
I t’s  n o t u sua lly  c ited  about m en  versus w om en. 
B u t i t ’s there.

M y  p o in t is that sex ism , un like  rac ism , 
is n o t a  c lea r  one-w ay  phen o m en o n . I b e liev e  
it  g o es in bo th  d irec tio n s. T h ose  w h o  go  to 
N O M A S  co n fe ren ces  a t leas t o u tw ard ly  b e ­
lieve  th a t it is a  c le a r  o n e -w ay  phen o m en o n . 
M en  w h o  rea lly  b u y  in to  th a t b eg in  to  in ter­
n alize  the m essag e  th a t m en are  th e  cau se  o f  
a ll th e  p ro b lem s in the  w o rld , an d  th a t m en 
a re , th e re fo re , b as ica lly  se co n d -c la ss  c itizens. 
A n d  i f  w e  m en  a re  to  h av e  an y  red eem in g

q u a lities , th e  m in im u m  req u irem en t w o u ld  be  to 
ack n o w led g e  th a t w e ’re  so le ly  re sp o n sib le  fo r 
the  sc rew ed  up w o rld  in w h ich  w e  live, and  w e 
m u st co n s tan tly  sa y  th a t to  w om en . W h ile  fem i­
n is t g a th e rin g s m ay  n o t say  th ese  w o rd s liter­
ally, th is  m essag e  is p erce iv ed  b y  m any; and  lit­
era lly  a r ticu la ted  b y  som e.

To m e, then , i t ’s n o  w o n d er that m en  w ho 
b u y  in to  tha t, hav e  an  u n d e rstan d ab le , b u t h id ­
d en  rev o lt go ing  on  in sid e  th em  w h ich  can  m an i­
fest i ts e lf  in h igh ly  iron ic , inap p ro p ria te  shadow  
behavior.

I ’m  a rad ica l p ac if is t, a co n sc ien tio u s o b ­
je c to r  to  th e  m ilita ry , an d  an  a n ti-c o rp o ra tis t  
p eace  an d  ju s tic e  ac tiv ist. I f irm ly  b e liev e  in g en ­
d e r  e q u a lity  (an d  sexual o rien ta tio n  equa lity ). 
B ut, I do no t b u y  th a t sex ism  is all to the  d isa d ­
v an tag e  o f  w om en . M y  b e t w o u ld  be  th a t i f  M s. 
K hazzoom  w o u ld  a tten d  an o th e r  so rt o f  m e n ’s 
g a th e r in g , o n e  w h ic h  tru ly  an d  u n a sh a m e d ly  
h o n o rs  b o th  m en  an d  w o m en  fo r b e ing— deep  
in side— w o rth y  h um an  b e in g s , th en  she  w ould  
be  m u ch  less lik e ly  to  co m e  ac ro ss th e  boun d ary  
v io la tio n  b eh av io r  th a t she  did.

M ich ae l Fogler,
L ex in g to n , K Y

H ey  y  ’a ll.
T h e  n ew  issue is great. I ’ve  been  im pressed  

w ith  C lam o r from  the ou tse t, and th ings ju s t  keep 
g e ttin g  better. S om e o f  th e  p ieces in th is  la test 
issue are ju s t superb; A ttica  (“L ife  in A ttica,” Sep/ 
O ct), the  insigh tfu l and  im portan t artic le  on A rab/ 
Israeli re la tio n s (“A  B ig  P iece  is M issing  in th is 
P eace ,”  S ep /O ct) an d  k eep in g  up  on im portan t 
s tu f f  like  th e  sa n c tio n s on  Iraq  (“ In  O u r N a m e ,” 
S ep /O ct).

M y  o n e  r e a l  c o m p la in t  is  w i th  V iq u e  
M a rtin ’s artic le  (“ A liv e  in A frica ,” S ep /O ct) e s­
p ec ia lly  as a  co v e r piece.

V ique w rites  ab o u t h e r  ex p erien ces in A f­
r ica  w ith  n a ry  a  n o d  to w ard s  the  issues o f  be in g  
a w ea lth y  w h ite  p erson  trav e lin g  ab ro ad , no t to 
m en tion  in a co u n try  th a t is so b ru ta lly  fam ilia r 
w ith  co lo n iza tio n  b y  firs t w o rld  nations.

S h e  w rites  tha t, “A ll y o u  need  is a  frien d  to 
travel w ith , a  R ough  G u id e /L o n e ly  P lanet book

and  th e  d o u g h .”
I w ou ld  suggest th a t w e  also  need  to keep 

in m in d  a  very  healthy  d o se  o f  the  p riv ileg es 
tha t en ta il be ing  a  (re la tiv e ly ) w ea lth y  w h ite  
p e rso n  trav e lin g  in th ese  cou n tries . W e d o n ’t 
ex ist in a  vacuum , o u tside  o f  the  com plex  w eb 
o f  im peria lism , g lobal cap ita lism , and  rac ism  
that g iv es u s the access to  these  p laces.

S he m en tio n s h e r  firs t s ig h t o f  co ffee  
p lan ta tio n s, “p ro v id in g  th e  firs t th rill o f  the  
day.” T h is  is th e  on ly  m en tio n , in  an y  co n ­
tex t, o f  th e  nefa rio u s p rac tices  o f  g lobal cap i­
ta lism  w hich  co n tin u e  to  rav ag e  d ev e lo p in g  
coun tries , as w ell as a llo w in g  us w h ite  ad v en ­
tu re  travel k ids access to  these  coun tries. T hat 
p lan ta tio n  is m o st lik e ly  o w n ed  b y  a  m u lti­
na tional co rpo ra tio n , w h ich  has its hom eb ase  
in  a  firs t w orld  n a tio n , ju s t  as th e  a u th o r  o f  
th is  p iece  does. N ot to  co m p are  V ique o u t­
r ig h t to  a  m u ltina tional, b u t in th is co n tex t the  
tw o  a re n ’t co m p le te ly  d isco n n ec ted , either.

I ’m  no t try ing  to  speak  fo r the  m en  that 
V ique sh a red  b ee r  and  co n v ersa tio n  w ith  on 
h er trip  to Mt. K ilim an jaro ; I ’m  n o t try ing  to 
im ply  that she h e rse lf  w as o p p ress in g  these 
m en , o r  an yone else  in A frica , w ith  h er n a ­
tio n a lity  o r  m oney. I ’m  su re  that th o se  m en 
w ere  h a p p y  to han g  o u t w ith  her, an d  d id n ’t 
seem  to feel any  re sen tm en t to w ard s h er at 
all. T h is s tu ff  is com p lex , th o u g h , and  w h at I 
m ean  to  say  is th a t 1 w o u ld  like to h av e  seen 
th is  a rtic le  ack n o w led g e  th e  co m p lex itie s  o f  
cu ltu ra l exchan g es such as th o se , as w ell as 
the  co n tex t that it o ccu rred  in. T h a t th is  ex ­
ch an g e  to o k  p lace  a t all is am azin g  and  w o n ­
derfu l, bu t I ’m su re  it h e lped  th a t these  m en 
spo k e  “b rillian t en g lish ,”  ra th e r  th an  V ique 
being  ab le  to  converse w ith  them  in th e ir hom e 
language.

I d o n ’t m ean  to tea r  an y o n e  d o w n  o r d e ­
v a lu e  an y o n e ’s ex p erien ce ; i t ’s ju s t  th a t k e e p ­
ing  a  critica l ey e  to  th is  s tu f f  is the  k in d  o f  
th in g  I ’v e  co m e to  ex p ec t fro m  a m ag az in e  
w ith  th e  rad ica l p e rsp ec tiv e  th a t C lam o r is a 
sh in in g  ex am p le  of.

Jo h n  G erken  
L ittle  R ock , A R



D ear Clamor,
Reading Vique Martin’s “Alive In Africa” 

(Sep/Oct) was a disappointing experience for me. 
The article came across like the infamous slide 
show that bores the relatives (especially where 
she implores the reader to look at the picture o f 
how happy she is). She references the Lonely 
Planet guidebook, but if 1 wanted the Lonely 
Planet version o f Africa, I ’d watch a Lonely 
Planet video. At least Lonely Planet attempts to 
infuse some sense of social consciousness into 
its travel guides. The closest Martin comes to 
questioning her status as a traveler, unfortunately, 
is when she cites her consciene as a reason for 
not giving the natves money for taking their pic­
tures. Since very other aspect o f her trip reflects 
a consumerist approach, where any experience— 
exo tic  an im als , exo tic  beers , exo tic  
accomodations— can be obtained through the ex­
change of currency, her discomfort seems odd.

Running this type of travel article in this 
magazine is trouble to me, since Clamor purports 
to be “a loud and countinuous uproar o f many 
human voices.” More and more, the voices I’m 
reading in Clam or are o f the 20-som ething 
middle class set, evidenced in most o f the other 
articles in this issues. (It’s not like I’m not 25 
and middle class myself, but I hope to defy that 
as much as possible.) This certainly undermines 
the diversity you aim to attract.

In Martin’s piece in particular, I take offense 
at her closing sentences: “I went to the plains o f 
the Serengeti and saw real lions. I did it. It was 
my pilgrimage. It was what I had to do for my­
self, to show myself that if I want something 
badly enough I can do it. No matter howmany 
miles have to be traveled oroceans crossed— I 
can get there. I can.” Certainly you can, but the 
natives you observed, like nine-tenths o f the 
world’s population— literally— are not as privi­
leged. Not that they should be, either, because 
the politics o f desire and the culture of travel pro­
moted in the “developed” world are environmen­
tally unsustainable.

I suppose Martin meant it to be an empow­
ering statement, while perhaps implying a supe­
rior sneer at those whose lower class status only 
allow them to see lions in zoos or in National 
Geographic. Far be it from me to preach to Mar­
tin what fancies she should or should not indulge 
in, but a magazine like Clamor, which previously 
has run an excellent article critiquing automo­
bile culture, for instance, certainly does not have 
to promote it.

Vincent Romano 
White Plains, NY

Clamor,
perhaps polyamory proposes producing a prac­
tical plus pulsating perspective on people’s pos­
sibilities promoting inclusivity and love and chal­
lenging possessiveness... presumably everyone 
prefers to perpetually feel beautiful, alive and 
loved...polyamory possibly permits propagating

new modes o f friendship in which free individu­
als can genuinely experience love

we might recall that the nuclear family is a 
VERY recent device... absent for all but this brief 
moment in time... the connection between sex 
and conception was unknown for almost all o f 
human existence... possibly polyamory pro­
motes re-membering the communal life that, 
perhaps, we all desire...

m/sz
toledohio

Clamor readers.
I'm putting together a collection o f essays for a 
Punk Reader. The purpose o f the book is to 
spread the word about DIY politics, music, aes- 
thetics/art, subjectivities, and art. But this isn't 
a zine reader: it's a book o f essays, and it will 
explain and teach about punk to a wide audi­
ence.

Needed: writings about DIY, anarchism, 
veganism, animal rights, dumpster diving, squat­
ting and/or punk houses, music, style (or anti­
style), authentic punk vs. inauthentic punk, 
homocore, survival skills, EarthFirstl, ecology, 
food, FNB, drugs, spirituality, views o f the 
Mainstream, ideology, philosophy, subjectivity, 
socialism/communism, what is a punk, on be­
ing a punk, corporate/commodified culture, 
stealing/scamming, sabotage, crime, cops, non­
violence, the Spectacle, the State, the System, 
the diversity o f punk, punks and Whiteness/race, 
punks and class, labeling/looking "punk" or not, 
technology, why/where/how/who/what/when of 
punk, punk by other names, resistance/revolu- 
tion/revolt, commodification o f punk music/ 
style, strategies for punk, instructions on living 
the punk life, feminism, the history o f punk, his­
tory o f any of the above, the future o f punk, et 
cetera.

Also needed: web URLs + book/essay titles 
for "further reading" section. Much desired: art­
work (drawings, photos, cartoons, comix). Zines 
are enthusiastically welcomed, but please in­
clude a note pointing to the most relevant pages. 
Divergent views on punk are encouraged.

About me: I'm an anarcho-punk, born in 
1969, grew up in Berkeley, traveled around, did 
my Ph.D. in anthropology on Seattle punx. I 
work at the University o f Colorado. I am an 
activist, and I see punk as a powerful force for a 
better world. I'm also an academic and I will 
include several academic essays. I'm doing this 
my way with help and suggestions; if  you don't 
like it you can DIY!

Please include your conditions/restrictions 
(if any) for publication, your contact info, and a 
little about yourself. All submissions subject to 
editing for space. I cant return your stuff, so 
send copies, not originals. Send me questions/ 
concems/comments if  you like.

In solidarity,

Dylan Clark 
3090 Broadway 
Boulder, CO 80304-3150 
dylan@spot.colorado.edu

Clamor Readers
This is a call for essays on Anarchist Per­

spectives on New Social Movements
The Institute for Anarchist Studies is offer­

ing a $1000 award for an essay that advances 
anarchist perspectives on the new social move­
ments represented by recent and on-going inter­
national anti-globalization protests. Essays 
should address this movement in a fashion that 
links theory to practice in order to contribute to 
the emergence o f new anarchist praxis - theory 
informed by practice. Essays can address a vari­
ety o f issues and perspectives but keep in mind 
that we are interested in contemporary view­
points.

Submissions should be between 3000 and 
10,000 words. Written work already funded by 
the IAS will not be considered. The winning es­
say will receive $ 1000 and excerpts will be pub­
lished in the IAS newsletter. Deadline for sub­
missions is January 1, 2001. Please send nine 
copies o f your essay along with a brief descrip­
tion of yourself and your activities to the address 
below. (Subm issions must be in English.) 
Website: http://flag.blackened.net/ias/

Institute for Anarchist Studies 
PO Box 1664 
Peter Stuyvesant Station 
New York, NY 
10009-U SA
http://flag.blackened.net/ias/

Subscribers:
Thank you for your patience as we work through the kinks 
of tracking and mailing to our subscribers. We should 
have all the postal and database problems addressed by 
now. If you have not received a specific issue in your 
subscription, please do not hesitate to contact us via 
phone: 419.353.7035 or via email:
info@clamormagazine.org. Thanks again for being 
supportive!

http://flag.blackened.net/ias/


c l a m o r  c o n t r i b u t o r s

Je red  Bogli (p. 63) has published his zine, (em) enobled mind, since 1993. In 
addition to the zine and a full time job he teaches snowboarding part time in the 
winter, skates a bunch, does publishing-related workshops at the Independent 
Publishers Resource Center, eats lot o f  veggie sushi, and has recently been doing 
a lot o f  work on the house he just bought. He can be reached care o f  clamor.

Scott Indrisek (p. 26) lives and occasionally works in New Brunswick, New 
Jersey. He is the former editor-in-chief o f  the short-lived magazine SKIPTRA CER. 
He has also begun, discarded, and then re-started the same enovel-in-progressi 
for the past two years. Wish him luck by emailing BigMonkeyCar@ aol.comi

Jen n ife r R. Johnson  is a sometimes published writer, self-proclaimed 
Feminist, and first-year Law student at Santa Clara University. When not 
studying or writing, she enjoys reading, cooking, and hip-hop dance. She can 
be reached atjen.johnson@ home.com.

Sean Carswell (p. 86) is the author o f  the novel Drinks f o r  the Little Guy and 
publisher o f  the zine Talk Stoiy. He spends way too much time reading left wing 
literature and watching movies he checks out from the library. You can reach 
him at gorskyco@aol.com or PO Box 320504 / Cocoa Beach, FL 32932.

Kerry Levenberg (p. 15) is an organizer with San Francisco Food Not Bombs. 
He can be reached at keiTyl@sirius.comAndy C ornell (p. 84) is a 23 year-old activist and writer. For a copy o f  the long- 

awaited fourth issue o f  his zine, The Secret Files o f  Captain Sissy send $3 to 3907 
Wedgwood Dr. / Portage, MI 49024. For correspondence or to hang out, email 
him at captainsissy@girlswirl.net

Pete Lewis (p. 71) is a 20-something Welsh writer currently living in Portland 
Oregon. He contributes to Streetroots newspaper and has ju st finished his first 
novel. When not driving a forklift truck for some shameless corporation, he is 
working on a non-fiction book about his experiences growing up in Bahrain in 
the Persian Gulf. He would love to hear from anybody who has anything to say 
ab o u t h is  w ork . C o n ta c t him  a t 2307  SE T ag g art S t / P o rtla n d  OR. 
pytorlewiski@ hotmail.com

Chris Crass (p. 78) is a writer/organizer working to bridge race, class and gender 
analysis o f  power with anarchist theory and practice. He has been on organizer 
with Food Not Bombs for the past eight years and is currently working with the 
Challenging White Supremacy Workshop to bring anti-racist organizing into the 
m o v em en ts  a g a in s t g lo b a l c a p ita lism  and  can  be  reach ed  at 
chriscrass 1886@hotmaiI.com. Libby (p. 75) actually quit her job, moved to Vermont and hasn’t been to a good 

potluck in months. She misses her guys while adoring chickens, painting on 
scrap wood and thinking about putting out another issue o f  her zine Grow Your 
Own. She can be reached care o f  clamor.

P h il Dickinson (p. 42) is a 16 year-old boy masquerading as a 36 year-old man. 
He was recently awarded his Pd.D. in American Culture Studies from Bowling 
Green State University, where he currently teaches. He also plays drums in The 
Orgones, a garage punk band. He can be reached at 503 North Main #B, Bowling 
Green, OH 43402 or at pdickin@ bgnet.bgsu.edu

M ichelle Luellen (p. 60) is a first year teacher o f  English and History at an Alter­
native High School in Chicago. She often thinks she learns more than her kids 
do. She is also the long time editor o f  Design # 816 zine, and loves to ride her 
bike at 2am when the streets are quiet. She can be reached care o f  clamor.D aniel Fernandez (p. 19) lives in New York and is a graduate student in the 

philosophy department at the New School for Social Research. His research 
interests include political theory and discourse analysis. He is also part o f  the 
Executive Committee o f  Philippine Forum, which seeks to organize Filipino/as 
in the New York area for social and political change. Currently, he is working on 
a documentary about dissent in America. He can be reached care o f  clamor.

m/sz (p. 56) activist basketballer chef dejay dance enthusiast frequently found in 
“toledohio” - currently co-editing a children’s DIY book with sarali s scott and 
helping to host toledo’s no borders culinary carnival a gathering and street party 
exploring all aspects o f FOOD—  precisely production • privation • preparation • 
preservation • plus the proliferation o f  pleasure for the palate... june 1*2*3 2001 
alienated access: mszuberlai2ivahoo.com or 535winthroD / toledohio 43620Travis Fristoe (p. 14) is usually either too critical or too positive, for more reac­

tionary & jargon-ladden “insights,” write to box 13077 / gainesville, fL 32604.
S arah  M cCarty (p. 51) lives on an island near Seattle and is perpetually dis- 
gruntled. You can reach her care o f clamor.Jo h n  Gerken (p. 44)is hobo-erotic, smells like freight trains and bike chains. He 

is currently involved with putting together the DIY Book with Tree o f  Knowledge 
Distributions as well as various projects concerning handmade maps, which you 
should make and send to him. He can be reached care o f  Tree o f  Knowledge at 
PO Box 251766 / Little Rock, AR 72225

H eather Pruess (p. 60) is en route from Boise to Chicago and scared as hell. She 
can reached care o f  clamor.

Babak R astgoufard  (p. 82) is currently living in Cleveland and in his first year o f 
law school [at Case Western Reserve University], When he's not busy with school, 
he likes runn ing  th rough  in his local cem etery . He can  be reached  at 
rastgoufard@yahoo.com

J. Gerlach (p. 31) takes breaks from frequent travels in his hometown o f M inne­
apolis where he rides bicycles and works on various projects including the zine, 
Breakfast Served All Day. He can be reached at 1827 Fifth St. NE / Minneapolis, 
MN. 55418.

Jen n ife r S aboteur (p. 52) lives in New York where she spends her free time 
looking fervently across the city for tight pants, non-sticky lubrication, and mini- 
mizer bras on sale. She is a card-carrying member o f  the Female Spy Network 
and can be contacted via Email. JKSaboteur@aol.com

All o f  R ichard  Gilm an-Opalsky's (p. 20) various moving parts operate under his 
close discretion. He likes to spend good times with snuggly Robyn and the cud­
dly cats. He likes to read, make music, and write essays like a mighty ideologue. 
He studies philosophy at the New School in NYC for the MA and Ph.D. He also 
seeks to use his hands, legs, and mouth to make noises that draw attention to 
social, political and economic inequities... He is a pretty skilled wordsmith, and 
considers his m outh a w eapon... D irect all love letters and hate m ail to 
though tandaction@ y ahoo .com

sunfrog (p. 46, 48) transplanted to the hills o f  rural Tennessee from the urban 
wilderness o f  Detroit's Cass Corridor, Sunfrog is a life-loving pansexual, irrever­
ent idealist, corny poet, cultural critic, part-time teacher, and communal activist 
who hopes to one day learn how grow his own food, communicate telepathically, 
and participate in a nonviolent anarchist revolution.

Shaw n Grunton (p. 32) has published the mini-comic Ten Foot Rule for over 
three years. The comic covers a whole range o f  styles and subject matters, mostly 
on the humorous side. He also publishes Modern Industry, an anthology that 
contains some o f  the best creators die small press has to offer. Ten Foot Rule is 
S lppd and Modern Industry is $2ppd. Contact Shawn at 110 Pacific Ave, #296/ 
San Francisco, CA 94111 or at shawntfr@ hotmail.com

M andy Hackley (p 43) is a graduate student at Kent State University. She has a 
pet frog (named Garp) and hopes one day to be Canadian. She can be reached 
care o f  clamor.

Billy Tile (p. 91) self-publishes several independent comics including Tile and 
Invisible Robot Fish. Contact him at BillyCSQP@aol.com.

Peter Werbe (p. 39) is a staff member o f the Fifth Estate, the longest publishing 
English-language anarchist newspaper in American history. Sample copies are 
available from 4632 Second Ave., Detroit / MI 48201. Peter is also the Public 
Affairs Director for WCSX-FM and WRIF-FM in Detroit. His interviews are 
broadcast via the internet at wcsx.com and wrif.com in Real Audio, Sundays at 
7am and 11pm EST, respectively.

Boh Helms (p. 67) is presently releasing the 8th issue o f his zine, Guinea Pig 
Zero: A Jo u rn a l F o r  Hum an Research Subjects, a n d  volunteers f o r  drug 
experiments on a professional basis. He is putting together a book on the anarchist 
movement in Philadelphia around the turn o f the 20th Century. He can be reached 
at gpzero@netaxs.com.

Arrott Spencer Wilder (p. 74) is a dissatisfied CEO o f  a well known multina­
tional corporation, crawling through traffic on some freeway in the silicon valley 
as I write. You can contact him care o f  clamor.

Kristian Williams (p. 9) is a member or Portland CopWatch. He can be reached 
at PO Box 86547 / Portland, OR 97286-0547

mailto:shawntfr@hotmail.com


T H E  C O P  A N D  T H E  

C R O W D

P o l i c e  S t r a t e g i e s  f o r  K e e p i n g  t h e  R a b b l e  i n  L i n e
w o r d s  b y  K r i s t i a n  W i l l i a m s  
p h o t o s  b y  G r e g  F u c h s

P o l i c e  f e a r  c r o w d s .  C r o w d s  a r e  d a n g e r o u s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

f o r  a u t h o r i t i e s .  C r o w d s  a r e  u n p r e d i c t a b l e .  T h e y  a l l o w  

f o r  a n o n y m i t y ,  o r  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  a n o n y m i t y ,  a n d  t h u s  b r e e d  

c o u r a g e .  A n d ,  w i t h  a n y  c r o w d  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  n a m e ,  t h e  

p o l i c e  a r e  c e r t a i n  t o  b e  o u t n u m b e r e d .

T h e  need  to  co n tro l c ro w d s is a p e rm an en t fea tu re  o f  p o litica l au tho rity , b u t it p re sen ts  a  specia l se t o f  
p ro b lem s in a lleg ed  d em o crac ie s . T he d ifficu lty  is esp ec ia lly  acu te  w h en  c ro w d s g a th e r  fo r an  ex p lic itly  po litica l 
pu rp o se . O p en  rep re ss io n  m ay  hav e  u n fav o ra b le  po litica l rep e rcu ss io n s , an d  n eu tra lity  o r  acq u ie scen ce  are  no t 
o p tio n s  fo r an y o n e  w h o  w an ts  to  rem ain  in pow er. T h e  q u es tio n  rem a in s , a lw ay s , h o w  to  con tro l the  c ro w d , no t 
w h e th e r  to  do  so.

T h is  is n o t a m a tte r  th a t an y o n e  w h o  is p o litica lly  a c tiv e  can  a ffo rd  to  ignore . T h ere  has recen tly  been  a 
p e rc e p tib le  sh if t in th e  lev e l o f  p o lice  re sp o n se  to  large d em o n s tra tio n s , b e g in n in g  w ith  th e  W T O  p ro te s ts  in 
S eattle . In the  y e a r  sin ce  th en , rio t g e a r  h as b e co m e  a fa irly  co m m o n  sig h t. P o lice  seem  in creas in g ly  read y  to  use  
tea r  gas  an d  le ss- le th a l m u n itio n s. A n d , in co n n ec tio n  w ith  an y  sig n if ic a n tly  large  ev en t, p re -e m p tiv e  a rre s ts  and  
n o -p ro te s t zo n e s  hav e  b eco m e  a lm o st stan d ard . It is  w ith  th is  in  m in d  th a t w e  m u st p ro ceed , c o n s id e rin g  the  
v a rio u s  w ay s  th is  p ro b le m  h as  b een  a d d re sse d  in th e  U n ite d  S ta tes  o v e r  th e  p as t 4 0  y ea rs , w ith  re fe re n c e  to  the  
b ro a d e r  soc ia l fo rce s w h ich  h av e  sh ap ed  the  p o lic in g  o f  p ro te s t d u rin g  th a t tim e.



T h e  H i s t o r y  a n d  T h e o r y  o i  C r o w d  C o n t r o l  s i n c e  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s

T h ere  are  tw o  m o d es o f  re sp o n se  av a ilab le  to p o lice  w h en  co n fro n tin g  
c ro w d s . T h e y  c a r ry  th e  n a m e s  “ e s c a la te d  fo rc e ”  a n d  “ n e g o t ia te d  
m an ag em en t”  (M cP h a il 50). “A s its  n a m e  in d ica tes , th e  e sca la ted  fo rce  
sty le  o f  p ro test po lic in g  w as ch aracterized  by the  use o f  fo rce  as a standard  
w ay  o f  d ea lin g  w ith  d em o n s tra tio n s . P o lice  c o n fro n ted  d e m o n s tra to rs  
w ith  a d ram atic  sh o w  o f  fo rce and  fo llow ed  w ith  a p rog ressiv e ly  escala ted  
use  o f  fo rce  i f  d e m o n s tra to rs  fa iled  to ab id e  by  p o lice  in s tru c tio n s  to 
lim it o r stop  th e ir  activ ities.”  (M cP hail 53). Such fo rce  cou ld  take  differen t 
fo rm s. S o m etim es, a rre sts  q u ick ly  fo llo w ed  an y  v io la tio n  o f  th e  law , o r  
even  occu rred  w here  no law  had  been  broken . T h ese  a rre sts w ere  fo rcefu l 
an d  w ere  o ften  used  to  ta rg e t and  rem o v e  “ tro u b le m a k e rs .”  O th e r  tim es, 
p o lice  w o u ld  u se  fo rce  in  lieu  o f  a rre sts , e ith e r  to d isp e rse  th e  c ro w d  o r 
to issu e  su m m ary  p u n ish m en t ag a in s t th o se  w h o  d iso b e y ed  th e ir  o rd ers  
(M cP h ail 53). F irs t a m e n d m e n t r ig h ts  w ere  g en e ra lly  ig n o red  (M cP h ail 
51). “ W ell-know n  d em o n s tra tio n s  in w h ich  p o lice  u sed  the  e sca la ted  
fo rce  ap p ro a c h  in c lu d e  th o se  in the  B irm in g h am  civ il r ig h ts  cam p a ig n  
(M ay  1963), th e  1968 C h ica g o  D em o cra tic  N atio n a l C o n v e n tio n , and  
th e  co n fro n ta tio n  b e tw een  stu d en t p ro teste rs  and  N atio n a l G u ard  so ld iers 
at K en t S ta te  U n iv e rsity  (M ay  1970)” (M cP h ail 50 -51).

T h e  d ifferences betw een  escala ted  fo rce and n ego tia ted  m an agem en t 
are  clear. U n d er th e  n eg o tia ted  m an ag em en t m o d el, “ P o lice  do  n o t try  to 
p rev en t d e m o n s tra tio n s , bu t a ttem p t to  lim it the  am o u n t o f  d isru p tio n  
th ey  c a u s e . . . .  P o lice  a ttem p t to  s te e r  d em o n s tra tio n s  to  tim es an d  p laces 
w h ere  d isru p tio n  w ill be  m in im iz ed . . . . E ven  c iv il d iso b e d ie n ce , by 
d e f in itio n  ille g a l, is  n o t u su a lly  p ro b le m a tic  fo r  p o lic e ; th e y  o ften  
c o o p e r a te  w ith  p r o te s te r s  w h e n  th e i r  c iv i l  d is o b e d ie n c e  is 
i n t e n t io n a l ly  s y m b o l i c ”  ( M c P h a i l  5 2 ) .  U n d e r  n e g o t i a t e d  
m an ag em en t, a rre sts  are  u sed  o n ly  as a  last reso rt, and  o n ly  used  
ag a in s t in d iv id u a ls  w h o  hav e  c lea rly  v io la ted  th e  law  (M cP h ail 
53). F o rce , lik ew ise , is kep t to a m in im u m . R a th e r  than  try in g  to 
d isp e rse  th e  c ro w d , the  p o lice  p lan  so as to  co n ta in  it.

W ith  th is m an ag em en t m o d el, p o lice  fo cu s on p rev en tin g  a 
d is tu rb a n c e , r a th e r  th a n  r e sp o n d in g  to  o n e . T h e y  d o  th is  by  
n eg o tia tin g  w ith  p ro test o rg an izers , by  reach in g  a g reem en ts  on 
e le m e n t s  s u c h  a s  th e  r o u t e  o f  th e  m a r c h ,  b y  r e g u la t i n g  
d em o n s tra tio n s  th ro u g h  a sy s tem  o f  p erm its , and  by  e n co u rag in g  
o rg an ize rs  to  p ro v id e  th e ir  o w n  m arsh a ls  an d  e x e rc ise  d isc ip lin e  
o v e r  th e  g ro u p  as a  w hole.

N e g o tia te d  m a n a g e m e n t w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  c o r re c t fo r  th e  
ex cesses and  sho rtco m in g s o f  the  esca la ted  force m odel. F o llow ing  
the  u rban  rio ts  o f  the  196 0 ’s, severa l co m m iss io n s  w ere  se t u p  to 
s tu d y  the  d is tu rb an ces , th e ir  cau ses, an d  th e  p o lice  re sp o n se  to 
them . M o st p ro m in e n t am o n g  these  w ere  the  K em er, E isenhow er, 
and  S c ran to n  C o m m iss io n s . A ll th ree  b o d ie s  fo u n d  th a t p o lice  
a c tio n s  a g a in s t c ro w d s  o fte n  e x a c e rb a te d , a n d  in so m e  c a se s  
p ro v o k ed , th e  c iv il d iso rder. C o n seq u en tly , th ey  ad v ised  a  n u m b er 
o f  ch an g es  tak e  p lace  in p o lice  h a n d lin g  o f  d em o n s tra tio n s . T he 
K e rn e r  C o m m is s io n , f o r  in s ta n c e , r e c o m m e n d e d  a  s tr a te g y  
em p h as iz in g  m a n p o w e r o v e r  firep o w er, p rev en tio n  o v e r  reac tio n , 
an d  in creased  m an ag em en t an d  reg im en ta tio n  o f  th e  po lice .

W h a t s tr ik es  the  c o n tem p o ra ry  re a d e r  ab o u t th ese  rep o rts  is 
th e  a p p a re n t sc h izo p h ren ia  o f  th em  all. T h ey  d ec ry  soc ial in ju stice  
w ith  c r itic ism s o f  rac ia l d isc rim in a tio n , p riso n  co n d itio n s , an d  the 
p lig h t o f  the  u rban  poor. T h ey  pu sh  fo r g re a te r  in c lu s iv ity  a t all 
lev e ls  fo r society . B ut th ey  a lso  d en o u n ce  th e  ac tiv itie s  by w h ich  
atten tion  w as su ccessfu lly  b ro u g h t to  these 
p r o b le m s  a n d  c h a n g e  a f f e c t e d .  T h e  
E ise n h o w e r rep o rt e x p lic itly  d e n o u n ces  
civ il d iso b e d ie n ce  and the  S cran to n  report 
in sis ts that th o se  resp o n s ib le  fo r cam p u s 
u n rest be  d isc ip lin ed . T h ese  rep o rts  pu sh  
fo r rig o ro u s ad h e ren ce  to  C o n s titu tio n a l 
g u a ra n te e s  o f  free  sp e e c h  an d  th e  like, 
w h ile  a t the  sa m e  tim e  o ffe rin g  p rec ise

instru c tio n  on  the  m ean s o f  lim iting , co n ta in ing , an d  co n tro llin g  p ro tests .
I t is te m p tin g  to  read  su c h  d o c u m e n ts  as w e ll- in te n tio n e d  b u t 

p o l i t i c a l ly  n a iv e  d e f e n s e s  o f  th e  ru le  o f  law . B u t,  r a th e r  m o re  
app ro p ria te ly , o n e  m ig h t a lso  u n d e rs tan d  th em  as h a n d b o o k s fo r  soc ial 
m an ag ers  an d  o th e rs  re sp o n s ib le  fo r co n tro llin g  d issen t. T aken  as such , 
th e ir  ad v o cac y  o f  c iv il liberties an d  the  p rin c ip le  o f  m in im al force reflec t 
th e  so p h is tic a tio n  o f  th e  lib e ra l ap p ro a c h  to  re p re ss io n . N e g o tia te d  
m an ag em en t w as an in n o v a tio n  in the  m ean s o f  c ro w d  co n tro l, b u t the  
basic a im  rem ains unchanged . B oth  negotiated  m an ag em en t and escala ted  
fo rce  rep re sen t a d efen se  o f  the  s ta tu s quo.

S e a t t l e :  A  T u n i n g  P o i n t

G iv en  th is  b ack g ro u n d , it is easy  to  see  w hy  the  S eattle  p o lice  w ere  ill- 
p re p a re d  fo r  w h a t h ap p en ed  a t th e  W T O  p ro te s ts  in N o v e m b e r  o f  1999. 
A cco rd in g  to  the  S ea ttle  P o lice  D e p a rtm e n t’s A fte r A ction  R e p o rt p o lice  
p lan n e rs  ad o p ted  a  n eg o tia ted  m an ag em en t s tra teg y  ea rly  on  an d  fa iled  
to  co n s id e r  co n tin g en c ie s  w h ich  w ou ld  m ak e  o th e r  o p tio n s  necessary . 
D esp ite  w e ll-p u b lic iz e d  p lan s to d isru p t the  W T O  co n fe ren ce , th e  p o lice  
d ec id ed  to “ T rust th a t S e a ttle ’s s tro n g  h isto rica l p re c e d e n ts  o f  peace fu l 
p ro test and o u r on -g o in g  n eg o tia tio n s  w ith  p ro tests  g ro u p s  w o u ld  g overn  
th e  ac tio n s o f  d e m o n s tra to rs” (K im ere r  18).

In th is , th ey  w ere  tw ice  d isap p o in ted . N o t on ly  d id  rad ica ls  re fu se  
to  p lay  th e  g am e  b y  its usual ru les , ev en  re sp ec ta b le  p ro te s t g ro u p s  w ere  
u n ab le  to  keep  th e ir  m em b ers in line. H en ce , w h en  p o lice  ch an g ed  the  
ro u te  o f  th e  p e rm itted  A F L  m arch , h o p in g  to  keep  u n io n  m em b ers  aw ay  
fro m  th e  d o w n to w n  d is tu rb a n c e , th ey  w e re  su rp r ise d  w h e n  se v e ra l



th o u s a n d  o f  th e  m a r c h e r s  ig n o r e d  th e  
m arsh a ls , le ft th e  rou te , and  jo in e d  th e  fray  
(K im ere r  40).

T h e  S P D  o ffe red  th is  an a ly s is  o f  th e ir  
m istak e : “ W h ile  w e  n ee d e d  to  th in k  ab o u t a 
n ew  pa rad ig m  o f  d isru p tiv e  p ro test, w e relied  
o n  o u r k n o w led g e  o f  p as t d em o n s tra tio n s , 
co n c lu d in g  th a t the  ‘w o rs t c a s e ’ w o u ld  no t 
o c c u r  h e re ” (K im e re r  3).

S u c h  b l in d n e s s  is  a ty p ic a l  fa u lt  o f  
p o lice  agen c ies . E q u a lly  ty p ica l is the  pan ic  
th a t fo llo w s a d e fea t— a p an ic  fe lt n o t on ly  
in S eattle , b u t a ro u n d  the  coun try , re su ltin g  
in  th e  su d d e n  s h i f t  in  p o l ic e  ta c t i c s  a t 
d e m o n s tra tio n s  n a tio n w id e . “ C h a n g e s  an d  
lea rn in g  p ro cesses  o f  the p o lice  are  in itia ted  
b y  an  an a ly ses o f  p ro b lem a tic  p u b lic  o rd er 
in te rv en tio n s , th a t is , the  p o lice  le a rn fro m  
th e ir  f a i lu re s .. . .  T he im p o rtan ce  o f  th e  bod y  
o f  pas t ex p erien ce , how ever, seem s such  that 
it p r e v e n ts  th e  p o l ic e  f ro m  a n t ic ip a t in g  
c h a n g e . T a c tic a l  a n d  s t r a te g ic  e r ro r s  in 
c o n f ro n ta tio n s  w ith  n e w  m o v e m e n ts  an d  
p ro test fo rm s m ay  trig g e r o f f  a re lapse  in to  an an tagonistic  p ro test po lic ing  
s ty le ” (d e lla  P o rta  an d  R e ite r 30).

T h e  re sp o n se  from  the  au th o ritie s  h as sad ly  lacked  im ag in a tio n . In 
g en e ra l, th e  a n a ly ses  o f  th e  p o lice  d e fea t in S ea ttle  fall in to  ro u g h ly  tw o 
ca teg o rie s— th o se  th a t d efen d  th e  n eg o tia ted  m an a g e m e n t m o d el, and 
th o se  th a t u rge a re tu rn  to  esca la ted  fo rce . T h e  S ea ttle  C ity  C o u n c il’s 
W T O  A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  R e v ie w  C o m m it te e  d e f e n d s  n e g o t i a t e d  
m an ag em en t; the  R .M . M c C arth y  an d  A sso c ia te s  rep o rt (co m m iss io n ed  
b y  M a y o r  P au l S ch e ll)  m ak es  th e  c a se  fo r  e sc a la te d  fo rce . N e ith e r  
d o cu m en t is su rp ris in g  g iv en  the  h is to ry  o f  th is  d eb a te , b u t it is w orth  
co n s id e rin g  th e ir  a rg u m en ts  as they  rep re sen t the  c u rre n t p o sitio n s  on 
each  side .

T he M c C arth y  and  A sso c ia tes  rep o rt w as w ritten  p rim a rily  by  three 
re tired  law  e n fo rc em en t o ffice rs  from  N ew  Y ork and  L os A n g eles . In it, 
they  d iscu ss the  p lan n in g , p rep ara tio n s , and  execu tio n  o f  the  S P D ’s W T O  
o p e ra tio n , a ttr ib u tin g  its fa ilu re  to  th e  w ea k n e sse s  o f  th e  n eg o tia ted  
m an a g e m e n t m o d el. T h ey  arg u e  th a t "H ad  a re s tr ic tiv e  sa fe ty  zo n e  been 
es tab lish ed , p ro te s t a reas  d es ig n a ted  o u ts id e  o f  the  zon e , an d  add itio n a l 
p e rso n n e l from  o th e r  ag en c ies been  p la n n e d  fo r and  d ep lo y ed  in a p re ­
em p tiv e  m an n er on N o v e m b e r  26 , the  re su lts  w o u ld  lik e ly  hav e  been 
d iffe re n t”  (132). T h ey  sp e c ifica lly  reco m m en d  th e  ea rly  d e p lo y m e n t o f  
N a tio n a l G u ard  tro o p s  on “ tra in in g ” s ta tu s , c itin g  the  1968 C h ica g o  
D em o cra tic  N atio n a l C o n v e n tio n  as h is to rica l ev id en ce  o f  the  e fficacy  
o f  such  a m o v e  (38).

In ^ u m , the  M cC arthy  repo rt suggests that the  po lice  sta te  estab lished  
in re sp o n se  to th e  d em o n s tra tio n s  sh o u ld  hav e  b een  se t u p  in adv an ce . 
In fact, it a rg u es th a t th e  p o lice  re sp o n se  d id n ’t go fa r enough . “ T he 
rev iew  team  b e liev es the  d ec is io n  to a llo w  an y  p rev io u sly  sc h ed u led  
m arch es  o r  d em o n s tra tio n s  to  p ro ceed  a f te r  v io len ce  had  e ru p ted  w as 
u n w ise ”  (59). F u rth e rm o re , th ey  u rg e  the  rem o v al o f  lan g u ag e  in p o lice  
p o licy  su g g e stin g  th a t c ro w d s be  m oved  o r d isp e rsed  “ p eace fu lly ,”  and  
su g g e st ad d in g  ex p lic it in stru c tio n s th a t p o lice  m ak e  as m a n y  a rre s ts  as 
p o ss ib le  (129-1 3 0 ).

L uckily , e lec ted  o ffic ia ls  are  likely  to  fin d  such  d raco n ian  p o lic ies  
d ifficu lt to  sto m ach . T h e  C ity  C o u n c il’s rev iew  co m m ittee  re fe rred  to 
th e  M c C arth y  rep o rt as a  “ c rude  and  u n sa tis fy in g ”  d o cu m en t (W T O  13), 
an d  reach ed  a lm o st en tire ly  o p p o sin g  co n c lu s io n s. R a th e r th an  p ress in g  
fo r a m o re  fo rce fu l re sp o n se , the  C ity  C o u n c il’s co m m itte e  co n c lu d ed  
th a t th e  S P D 's  o p e ra tio n s  w ere  o ften  sen se le ss , and  b e tte r  le ft u ndone. 
“ M e m b ers  o f  th e  p u b lic , in c lu d in g  d em o n s tra to rs , w ere  v ic tim s o f  ill- 
co n ce iv ed  an d  so m e tim es p o in tle ss  p o lice  ac tio n s to  ‘c lea r  th e  s tre e ts ’” 
(W T O  3). Such an ap p ro ach , th ey  su g g est, is a lw ay s b ru ta l and  often  
se lf-d e fea tin g . F o r  ex am p le , “ T h e  u n in ten d ed  co n se q u e n c e  o f  p o lice

ac tio n s  o n  C ap ito l H ill w as  to 
b rin g  s le ep y  re s id e n ts  o u t o f  
th e ir h o m es an d  m o b ilize  th em  as ‘re s is to rs .’” (W T O  10). It m ay  have 
been  p re fe rab le  to  have  le t th e  c ro w d s m ill ab o u t in  th e  stree ts , and 
d isp e rse  on  th e ir  ow n. In  a d v an c in g  th is  an a ly s is , th e  A cco u n tab ility  
R ev iew  C o m m ittee  ech o es the  S cran to n  C o m m issio n : “ [T ]o  re sp o n d  to 
p eace fu l p ro test w ith  rep ressio n  and  b ru tal tac tics is d an g e ro u sly  unw ise . 
It m ak es  e x trem is ts  o f  m o d era te s , d eep en s  th e  d iv is io n s  in th e  n ation  
an d  in c rease s  th e  c h an ce s  th a t fu tu re  p ro te s ts  w ill b e  v io le n t” (U .S . 
P re s id e n t’s C o m m iss io n  2).

W h ile  bo th  sid es a ck n o w led g e  th a t b e tte r  p rep a ra tio n  w as n eed ed , 
th e  q u es tio n  o f  w h at, p rec ise ly , the  p o lice  sh o u ld  h av e  p rep ared  fo r is 
ho tly  d isp u ted . T he C ity  C o u n c il’s co m m ittee , w h ile  reco m m en d in g  that 
m o re  o ffice rs  an d  b e tte r  se cu rity  b arrie rs  b e  u se d  to d e te r  law b reak in g , 
a lso  co n d em n ed  th e  ab an d o n m en t o f  c iv il lib e rtie s  an d  th e  p rin c ip le  o f  
m in im al fo rce  o n ce  the  d is tu rb an ce  w as u nderw ay . T h ey  u rged , n o t fo r 
m o re  fo rce , b u t fo r  in creased  a c c o m m o d a tio n  as a rem ed y : " I t  is c le a r  to 
th e  c o m m itte e  th a t  d e m o n s tra to r s  w h o  so u g h t a r re s t— in  o rd e r  to  
underline  th e ir s ta tem en ts o f  p rinc ip le— sh ou ld  have  been  acco m m o d ated  
by  p o lice . T ear g as is a  cruel im p lem en t to  u se  ag a in s t p e rso n s-try in g  to 
m ak e  d eep ly  fe lt s ta te m e n ts  ag a in s t w h a t th ey  v iew  as in ju s tice”  (W T O  
15).

E ssen tia lly , th e  C ity  C o u n c il’s co m m ittee  th in k s  the  p ro b lem  w as 
no t w ith  the n ego tia ted  m an ag em en t strategy, bu t w ith  its im plem entation . 
T h is  m ay , h o w e v e r, re ly  on  a m isc o n c e p tio n  a b o u t th e  a im s o f  th e  
d em o n s tra to rs . A  g re a t m an y  o f  th o se  w h o  to o k  p art in th e  d irec t ac tion  
d id  n o t h av e  an y  in ten tio n  o f  g e ttin g  arre sted . T h ey  w ere  there  n o t on ly  
to  “u n d e r lin e  th e ir  s ta te m e n ts  o f  p rin c ip le ”  ag a in s t th e  W T O , bu t to 
d isru p t its  p ro ceed in g s  an d  sh u t th e  fu ck in g  th in g  dow n!

M cC arth y  an d  A sso c ia tes  im ply  th a t w h ere  n eg o tia ted  m an ag em en t 
fa iled  on N o v e m b e r  30 , esca la ted  fo rce  su c ceed ed  on  D ec e m b e r 1. I f  
th is is  true, th en  th e  lesson  o f  S ea ttle  o u g h t to  be th a t th e  n eg o tia ted  
m an a g e m e n t m odel is one  s tra teg y  o f  co n tro l, bu t th a t to ex c lu s iv e ly  
re ly  on  it is to  co u rt d iso rder. E sca la ted  fo rce  m u st a lw ay s  b e  p rep ared  
for, as a b ack u p . T h is  is rea lly  a co m m u n ity  p o lic in g  m o d e l ap p lied  to 
d em o n s tra tio n s: i f  th e  G o o d  C o p  d o es h is jo b  w ell en o u g h , th e  p ub lic  
n eed  n ev e r see th e  B ad C op. B u t th e  B ad C o p  m u st still be there , o f f  
stag e , in case  th e  G o o d  C o p  fails.

W h a t the  M c C arth y  team  reco m m en d s, a n d  w h a t w e ’v e  seen  to 
v a rio u s  d eg rees  sin ce  S eattle , is  to  re -e s tab lish  e sca la te d  fo rce  as the 
p rim a ry  stra teg y  o f  con tro l. T h ey  re co m m en d  th a t the  p o lice  s tra teg y  
c e n te r  o n  th e  u se  o f  fo rc e  an d  th a t  n e g o tia t io n  b e  u se d  to  g a th e r  
in te llig en ce  an d  c lea rly  o u tlin e  the  b o u n d arie s  fo r  p ro te s t o rgan izers.



The idea here is if  the Bad Cop is bad enough, he may only need to act in 
minor or symbolic ways to keep the crowd in line. Negotiation with the 
Good Cop starts to look more attractive, as does playing by the rules. 
This, in essence, is the strategy o f political terrorism. The threat o f 
violence is made clear at every turn, and a politically useful climate o f 
fear is carefully developed to control the population.

T h e  G ood  C o p /B a d  Cop R o u tin e

Massive displays o f force are, by their nature, imprecise. During the 
WTO, “residents, drivers, and shoppers w ere all indiscrim inately 
attacked. They were attacked in their homes, in their front yards, as they 
dined at restaurants and as they left grocery stores” (Richmond). The 
indiscriminate nature o f the attack is characteristic o f a terrorist act. Such 
operations are not designed to uphold the law, or to protect public safety, 
but to establish control— to maintain power. The state, having lost control 
in the streets, sought to regain it by means o f terrorizing the general 
population— forcing them into silence.

A few months later, Los Angeles City Council member Jackie 
Goldberg was outraged to see a similar strategy pursued at the Democratic 
National Convention. “There is an atmosphere o f intimidation that is 
unbelievable,” she said. “What we are doing is creating a climate of 
fear” (Duant).

But the alternative to fear may be futility. State terror is one means 
o f controlling a population, perhaps even the means most favored by 
police agencies. But there are other means better suited to a political 
system which espouses ideals o f freedom and popular sovereignty. The 
Eisenhow er C om m ission offers the Peace M oratorium  March o f 
November 15,1969 as illustrating one alternative: “The bulk o f the actual 
work o f maintaining the peacefulness o f the proceedings was performed 
by the demonstrators themselves. An estimated five thousand ‘marshals,’ 
recruited from among the demonstrators, flanked the crowds throughout. 
Their effectiveness was shown when they succeeded in stopping an 
attempt by the fringe radicals to leave the line o f the march in an effort 
to reach the White House.” (National Commission 75).

The nature o f such a arrangement is not lost on those who study 
law enforcement. The academic literature describes m arshals who 
“ ‘p o lic e ’ o ther d em onstra to rs” (M cPhail 53), and who have a 
“collaborative relationship” with the police (Waddington 122, emphasis 
in the original).

If the escalated force model relies on the strategy o f terrorism, 
negotiated management uses the techniques o f community policing—  
the strategy o f  co-optation. Ironically, while conventional wisdom 
associates escalated force with the militarization o f the police (and 
contrasts it with community policing), in point o f fact, militarization is a 
key component o f community policing and essential to negotiated 
management.

Community policing describes a model o f law enforcement wherein 
the police apparatus (though not necessarily the officers themselves) 
becomes integrated into the community. Advocates o f  community 
policing talk about “community involvement” and “shared problem­
solving,” though in practice certain populations generally get counted 
among the problems to be solved rather the community to be involved.

For instance, under a community policing model, police priorities 
may be identified by the “community”— usually, by business and real 
estate interests. The police then involve the “community” in crafting a 
solution— such as by enlisting social service agencies to increase control 
over their clients. If the social service agencies refuse to be co-opted, 
they run the risk o f being labeled “uncooperative,” leading to problems 
with their neighbors, landlords, and funding sources. If they do cooperate, 
however, their entire infrastructure— ideally, the whole o f society—  
becomes a tool for law enforcement.

Essentially, the same dynamic is employed in the negotiated 
management approach to policing protest. The police, again, often 
representing the needs o f business or local government, enlist the protest 
organizations to control the demonstrators, essentially putting the 
organization at least partly in the service of the state, and intensifying 
the control function.

The re la tio n sh ip  
between this strategy and



the  p rocess o f  m ilita riza tion  is both  h isto rical and concep tual. H istorically , 
th e  s h if t  in p o l ic e  s t r a te g y  w a s  la rg e ly  p ro m p te d  b y  th e  fe d e ra l 
g o v e rn m en t. It w as  sh ap ed  b y  v ario u s  co m m iss io n  rep o rts , S up rem e 
C o u rt ru lin g s , th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  N a tio n a l P ark  S e rv ice  p erm it 
sy s tem , an d  th e  av a ilab ility  o f  c ro w d  co n tro l tra in in g  at th e  U .S . A rm y  
M ilita ry  P o lic e  S c h o o l (M cP h a il 54). T h is  tra in in g  w as  sp e c ific a lly  
d es ig n ed  b a se d  o n  th e  re c o m m en d a tio n s  in  the  K e m e r  an d  E isen h o w er 
rep o rts . T h e  esca la ted  fo rce  m odel w as ab an d o n ed , an d  th e  n eg o tia te  
m an a g e m e n t m o d e l d e v e lo p ed  (M cP h a il 62 -3 ).

M ilita r iza tio n  do es n o t on ly  re fe r  to  p o lice  tac tic s  an d  w eaponry , 
b u t a lso  to th e ir  m o d e  o f  o rg an iza tio n . T h e  K e m e r  rep o rt a rg u ed  fo r it 
ex p lic itly : “ T h e  co n tro l o f  c iv il d is tu rb an ces  . . .  req u ire s  la rge  num bers 
o f  d isc ip lin e d  p e rso n n e l, c o m p a ra b le  to  so ld ie rs  in a m ilita ry  un it, 
o rg an ized  an d  tra in ed  to w o rk  as a  team  u n d er a  h ig h ly  u n if ie d  co m m an d  
an d  co n tro l sy s te m ” (N atio n a l A d v iso ry  C o m m iss io n  174).

It is m ili ta ry  d is c ip lin e  th a t  m a k e s  n e g o tia te d  m a n a g e m e n t a 
p o ss ib ility , b y  re s tra in in g  th e  in d iv id u a l o ffice rs  w h ile  m a in ta in in g  the  
po ten tial fo r a co o rd inated  attack . “N o t on ly  m u st p ro testers be con tro lled , 
so too  m u st th e  p o lice  o p e ra tio n , s in c e  th e  g rea te s t th rea t is th a t so m e 
i l l - c o n s i d e r e d  a c t io n  b y  a n  o f f i c e r  m ig h t  s p a r k  a n  u n w a n te d  
c o n fro n ta tio n ” (W ad d in g to n  122). T h is  req u ire s  ca re fu l p lan n in g  o f  the 
o p e ra tio n  itse lf , and  a h ig h  level o f  d isc ip lin e  am o n g  the  o ffice rs , so that 
each  o n e  ac ts  acco rd in g  to  the  overa ll p lan  (W ad d in g to n  122-3). H ence , 
m ilita r iz a tio n  m ay  in c re a se  b ru ta lity  as a  m o d u s o p e ra n d i, b u t m ay  
d e c re a se  ind iv id u a l ac ts o f  b ru ta lity , o w in g  to  increased  d isc ip lin e  (della  
P o rta  and  R e ite r 11-12).

P rev iously , ind iv id u a l ac ts o f  b ru ta lity  w ere  to le ra ted  o r en co uraged  
as a  s tra teg y  o f  co n tro llin g  th e  p o p u la tio n  th ro u g h  terror. F o r ex am p le , 
“ C h ic a g o  p o l ic e  [h a d  b e e n  led ] to  e x p e c t  th a t  v io le n c e  a g a in s t  
d em o n s tra to rs , as ag a in s t rio te rs , w o u ld  be  co n d o n ed  by  c ity  o ffic ia ls” 
(W alk er v ii). B u t th is ap p ro ach  can  be  lim itin g , as it m ak es n eg o tia tio n  
an d  c o -o p ta tio n  le ss  like ly . M ilita r iz a tio n  fo rm a liz e s  th e  s tra te g y  o f  
v io len ce  a t the  in s titu tio n a l level, d isc o u rag in g  ind iv id u a l ac ts fo r the 
p u rp o se  o f  m a in ta in in g  d isc ip lin e  an d  p u rsu in g  a  s im ila r  s tra teg y  m o re  
se lec tive ly , w ith  d irec tio n  fro m  ab ove. T h e  p o ten tia l fo r v io len ce  is an  
inheren t fea tu re  o f  p o lice  as an  institu tion . T h e  ac tu a l u se s  o f  th is v io lence  
w ill d ep en d  la rg e ly  on  w h o  h as  p o w e r  o v e r  th is in stitu tio n , an d  w ho  has 
p o w e r  w ith in  it.

To su m m arize : th e re  is n e ith er an tag o n ism  n o r co m p etitio n  b etw een  
th e  G o o d  C o p  an d  th e  B ad  C op; th ey  are , in stead , each  p a rt o f  a  s in g le  
s t r a te g y .  A n d  th i s  r e m a in s  t r u e ,  a l th o u g h  e a c h  w a s  d e v e lo p e d  
in d ep en d en tly  o r  in re sp o n se  to  the  sh o rtco m in g s  o f  th e  other. L ikew ise , 
co m m u n ity  p o lic in g  and  m ilita riza tion  are  no t in conflic t; each  rep resen ts 
o n e  a sp ec t o f  th e  b ro ad e r p ro cess  o f  m o d ern iz in g  the  p o lice  force .

In the  U n ited  S ta tes, th e  m ilita riza tio n  o f  th e  p o lice  w as  issu ed  in 
the  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  n eg o tia te d  m a n a g e m e n t m o d e l, b u t th is  w as 
co n tin g en t up o n  the  s im u ltan eo u s s tra teg y  o f  in s titu tio n a liz in g  p ro test. 
D em o n s tra tio n s  w ere  g ran ted  so m e  d eg ree  o f  leg itim acy , an d  th ere fo re  
cam e  to  be  ca re fu lly  m an a g e d  ra th e r  th an  sim p ly  b u llied  about. T he 
e lem en ts  o f  co n tro l rem a in ed  in p lace , th o u g h  in a  m o re  sub tle , and  
m o re  in sid ious , fo rm . B u t th is a rra n g e m e n t p ro v ed  frag ile . W hen  the 
in s titu tio n a l fram ew o rk  o f  p ro te s t w as ch a llen g ed , as w ith  th e  W T O , the  
n e g o tia te d  m an ag em en t m odel w as a lso  u n d erm in ed .

D e m o c r a t i c  N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n —T h e n  a n d  N o w

It m ay  be  usefu l in assessing  the curren t sta te  o f  po lice  stra tegy  to exam ine 
a recen t p o lice  ac tio n , in co m p ariso n  to  a  re lev an tly  s im ila r  h isto rica l 
p redecesso r. H isto ry  has been  k ind  en o u g h  to  p ro v id e  us w ith  tw o  such  
su b je c ts  fo r co m p ariso n — th e  1968 D em o cra tic  N atio n a l C o n v e n tio n  in 
C h ica g o  an d  the  2 0 0 0  D em o cra tic  N a tio n a l C o n v e n tio n  in L os A ngeles.

T h e  b e h a v io r  o f  C h ica g o  p o lice  a t the  1968 D em o cra tic  N ational 
C o n v e n tio n  sh o c k ed  th e  n a tio n . T elev isio n  c am eras  sh o w ed  m o b s o f  
p o lice  ru th le ss ly  and  in d isc rim in a te ly  b ea tin g  d em o n stra to rs , bystan d ers  
an d  m em b ers  o f  th e  m ed ia . S en a to r  A b rah am  R ib ic o ff  sp o k e  o u t on the  
flo o r o f  co n v en tio n  ag a in s t the  “G estap o  tac tics  in the stree ts o f  C h ica g o ”

(M aile r  179). G eo rg e  M c G o v ern  d esc rib ed  th e  sc en e  as a “b lo o d  b a th ,” 
also  m ak in g  c o m p a riso n s  to “ N az i G e rm a n y ” (M a ile r  177).

T h e  m e lee  scared  the  hell o u t o f  the  D em o cra tic  p o litic ian s. “ W h at 
s ta g g e red  the  d e leg a te s  w h o  w itn essed  th e  a ttack — m o re  accu ra te  to call 
it th e  m assacre , sin ce  it  w a s  sudden , unp ro v o k ed , and  to tal— on  M ich igan  
A venue, w as th a t it  o p en ed  the  sp e c te r  o f  w h a t it m ig h t m e a n  fo r  the  
p o lice  to  tak e  o v e r  society . T h ey  m ig h t co m p o rt th e m se lv e s  in such  a 
case  n o t as a  fo rce  o f  law  a n d  order, n o t e v e n  as a  fo rce  o f  rep re ss io n  
upo n  c iv il d iso rd er, b u t as a  tru e  crim in a l fo rce ; ch ao tic , im p ro v isa tio n a l, 
u n d is c ip l in e d , a n d  f in a l ly — su f f ic ie n t ly  a ro u s e d — u n c o n tro l la b le ” 
(M aile r  175). S uch  ap p reh en sio n , su rely , gav e  the  c iv il au th o ritie s  strong  
reaso n s  to  ch an g e  th e  p o lice  ap p ro ach  to  d em o n s tra tio n s , an d  to  re ­
stru c tu re  p o lice  ag en c ie s  as a  w ho le .

T h ir ty -tw o  y ea rs  later, th e  D N C  w as ag a in  th e  ta rg e t o f  s izab le  
d em o n s tra tio n s . C o n s id e rin g  th e  cu rre n t in te rn a tio n a l w a v e  o f  p ro tests , 
co m parisons to  1968 w ere  to be  expected  o f  course, though  the d ifferences 
m ay  be  m o re  in stru c tiv e  th an  th e  s im ila rities . T w o inc id en ts  fro m  the  
2 0 0 0  D N C  su ffice  to  m a k e  the  case.

O n A u g u s t 14, a f te r  a c o n ce rt in one  o f  th e  d es ig n a ted  p ro te s t areas , 
p o lice  cu t p o w e r  to  th e  stage , d ec la red  the  ev e n t an u n law fu l a ssem b ly  
an d  gav e  ap p ro x im a te ly  10 ,000 p eop le  20  m in u tes  to  d isp e rse  th ro u g h  a 
s ing le  ex it. A  sh o rt tim e  later, the  co p s a ttack ed , ch a rg in g  w ith  ho rses 
an d  f irin g  ru b b e r b u lle ts . T he LA Times rep o rted  th a t “ In  a d d itio n  to 
ru b b e r b u lle ts , p o lice  a lso  used  p ep p e r sp ray  and  p ro jec tile  b ean b ag s , 
s tr ik in g  m an y  o f  th e  p ro te s te rs  an d  so m e  b y s ta n d e rs  as th e y  fired  
ind iscrim inate ly  fo r m o re  than  an  ho u r” ( D aunt and R ivera). Jesse Jackson  
c h a rac te rized  th e  p o lic e  a c tio n  as “ u n n e c e ssa ry  b ru ta lity ”  w h ile  P o lice  
C o m m a n d e r  D av id  K alish  c a lled  it “ a  m e asu red , s tra teg ic  re sp o n se ” 
(B rezn ican ). T h ey  m ay  bo th  be  righ t. T h e  A C L U  d esc rib ed  th e  even t 
p rec ise ly , re fe rr in g  to  it as “ an o rch estra ted  p o lice  r io t” (L ee  25).

A  few  d ay s  la ter, th e  co p s  sh o w ed  a d iffe ren t face  w h e n  37  p eo p le  
sa t d o w n  in  f ro n t o f  th e  n o to rio u s  R a m p a rts  D iv is io n  p o lice  s ta tio n  and  
re fu sed  to  leave . “ T h e  c iv il d iso b e d ie n ce  ac tio n . . . a ttem p ted  to  focu s 
on  th e  b ru ta lity , co rru p tio n , an d  v io len ce  o f  th e  L A PD . . . H ow ever, 
so m e o f  th e  o rgan izers  had  co llab o ra ted  c lo se ly  w ith  the  R am parts p o lice  
p r io r  to  th e  ac tio n  to  w o rk  o u t th e  d e ta ils  o f  th e  a rre s ts , an d  h a d  fo llo w ed  
so m e  su g g e stio n s  o f  th e  p o lic e  in  o rd e r  to  av o id  w h a t th ey  fea red  w ou ld  
be  th e  co p s g o in g  b erse rk  i f  tak en  b y  su rp rise . A fte r p re sen tin g  the  p o lice  
c h ie f  w ith  a  list o f  d em an d s, o n e  o f  th e  a rre s tees  sho o k  han d s am icab ly  
w ith  h im  as th e  c a m eras  flash ed . Iron ica lly , th e  re su lt w as a P R /m ed ia  
o p p ortun ity  to  sho w case  the  c iv ility  and  n on-v io len t b eh av io r o f  the  co p s” 
(L ee  25). T h is in c id en t sh ow s the  e ffec tive  n eu tra liza tio n  o f  p ro test w h en  
it p ro ceed s th ro u g h  co llab o ra tiv e  chan n e ls . It a lso  sh ow s the  d isc ip lin in g  
effec t o f  p o lice  v io len ce  in m o tiv a tin g  p ro te s te rs  to  n eg o tia te  ah ead  o f  
tim e , an d  a llo w in g  th e  co p s to se t th e  ru les. T erro rism  and  co -o p ta tio n  
are  th u s su b su m ed  u n d e r a  s in g le  system .

I f  th is  case  is any  in d ica tio n , it w o u ld  seem  th a t the  b ig g es t ch an g e  
sin ce  1968 has been  th e  m o d e  o f  o rg an iza tio n  w ith in  p o lice  dep artm en ts . 
P o lice  o ffic ia ls  h av e  g a in ed  th e  ab ility  to  restra in  o ffice rs  w h en  a G ood  
C o p  ap p ro ach  is in order. T h is  has , un til recen tly , en co u rag ed  a  ch an g e  
in the  n atu re  o f  p ro test, de-em p h asiz in g  the  rad ical o r  an tago n is tic  aspects 
o f  th e  ac tiv ity  in fav o r o f  a ro u tin e  and  co llab o ra tiv e  app ro ach . T h e  ro le 
o f  the  p o lic e  h as n o t ch an g ed , bu t the  ran g e  o f  th e ir  tac tic s  has. W h a t w e 
saw  in L .A . w as  so m e th in g  w e  sh o u ld  learn  to  expect: the  s tra teg ic  use 
o f  both  the G o o d  C op  and the B ad C o p  to con tro l and  u ltim ate ly  neu tralize 
d issen t. 
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A n t i c i p a t i o n  &  P r e p a r a t i o n s :  A  W e e k e n d  J o u r n a l  f r o m  L A  P r o t e s t s  a t  t h e  D N C

b y  K erry  L e v e n b e r g

T h e se  f i r s t  d a y s  w e re  h e c tic .  
A c tiv is ts  w ere  constantly- a rriv in g  at 
th e  c o n v e rg en ce  space , try in g  to  p lug  
in to  th e  w e e k ’s ac tions. E v e ry  effo rt 
w a s  g iv en  to  p rep a re  us fo r th e  c o m ­
ing w eek. 1 a ttended  w ork sh o p s w here  
I learned  sk ills  I co u ld  use  d u rin g  civ il 
d iso b e d ie n ce , a f te r  a rre st, d u rin g  or­
g an iz in g  m ee tin g s , w h e n  co n fro n ted  
b y  th e  m ed ia , an d  on an d  on.

W e o rg an ized  in a ffin ity  g roups, 
sm all g roups w h o  know  each o th er and 
id ea lly  h av e  th e  sam e g o a ls  and  ta c ti­
cal lim ita tio n s (w illin g  to  r isk  a rre st?  
w ish  to p a rtic ip a te  in th ea te r?  in p la n ­
n in g ?  in p u p p e t m ak in g ? ). I t ’s d an ­
g e ro u s  on  th e  stree ts , an d  y o u  are  b e t­
te r  o f f  in a sm all g ro u p  w h ere  y o u  can  
tak e  care  o f  each  o th e r  sh o u ld  som e 
g e t a rre sted , o r  a ttack ed  b y  th e  p o lice , 
o r o v e rco m e  w ith  te a r  gas. M y  affin ­
ity  g ro u p  in c lu d es fiv e  frien d s from  
San F ra n c isco  F o o d  N o t B o m b s and  
th ree  o f  th e ir  frien d s . S even  h av e  ex ­
p e rie n c e  fro m  e ith e r  S eattle  o r  W ash­
in g to n  D C , o r  bo th . I hav e  none. W e

call o u rse lv es  th e  G reen  H ornets.
I f  w e  g e t a rre sted , o n e  fo rm  o f  n o n -c o o p e ra tio n  is n o t to  g iv e  o u r 

nam es. T h a t m ak es the  p ro c e ss  m o re  d ifficu lt fo r  th e  p o lic e  an d  g iv es us 
ad d itio n a l lev erag e  in  o u r n eg o tia tio n s . O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , w e need  a 
w ay  fo r  o u ts id e  su p p o rt to  id en tify  us so th a t o u r  fam ilie s  an d  em p lo y e rs  
can  be  n o tified . So w e ad o p t co d e  n am es. M y  co d e  nam e: S p ec ia l K .

T h e  genera l p lan n in g  m ee tin g s hav e  been  bo th  em p o w erin g  an d  frus­
tra tin g . T h ey  are  ru n  as sp o k es co u n c ils . W h ile  an y o n e  can  a tten d  these  
m ee tin g s, o n ly  o n e  re p re se n ta tiv e  fro m  each  a ffin ity  g ro u p  m ay  p a r tic i­
pate. T h e  m eetings are  run  by  consensus, a particu la rly  ch a lleng ing  m ethod  
o f  d ec is io n  m ak ing . A fte r  th e  sp o k es, w e  w o u ld  b re a k  o f f  in to  c lu s te r  
g ro u p s , w h ich  w o u ld  p lan  the  d e ta ils  o f  sp ec ific  ac tions.

E a rly  ten s io n s  a ro se  in re sp o n se  to  the  e x ten t o f  the  p lan n in g  don e  
b e fo re  th e  firs t sp o k es m ee tin g , th o u g h  I th o u g h t it n ecessary . In o rd e r  to 
g ro w  th e  p ro g ress iv e  m o v e m e n t an d  b ro ad en  o u r an a ly s is  o f  th e  issues,

o rg an ize rs  w o rk ed  w ith  local co m m u n ity  g ro u p s , s tre n g th e n in g  o v era ll 
so lid a rity  and  d e ep en in g  o u r u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  h o w  n a tio n a l and  in te rn a ­
tio n a l p ro b lem s a ffe c t u s locally . G ro u n d w o rk  fo r su ch  co o p e ra tio n  had 
to  b e  d o n e  w ell in adv an ce .

O th e r ten s io n s  s te m m ed  fro m  th e  d is tru s t b e tw een  o rg an ize rs  o f  the  
D irec t A c tio n  N e tw o rk  (o n e  o f  th e  m a jo r  o rg an ize rs  o f  the  ev en ts  do w n  
here , p a rt o f  th e  D 2 K L A  co a litio n ) an d  th e  B lack  B lock . T h e  B lac k  B lo ck  
a re  m a in ly  y o u n g , w h ite  ac tiv is ts  w ith  an a rch is t p o litica l lean in g s , th o u g h  
fa r fro m  the  on ly  an a rch is ts  rep re sen ted  here . I am  o n e  m y se lf. T he 
B lac k  B lo ck  b ecam e  fam o u s b y  b re a k in g  w in d o w s in S eattle— c o n s is ­
te n tly  p o rtray ed  in th e  m ed ia  as “v io le n t.” I b e liev e  th e  d is tru s t he re  to  be 
m ed ia  d riv en  as so m e  a c tiv is ts  b o u g h t in to  the  m ed ia  sp in  on  th e  B lac k  
B lock  b e fo re  ac tu a lly  w o rk in g  w ith  them . P ersonally , I h av e  fo u n d  the 
B lack  B lo c k ’s a g g ress iv en ess  a lien a tin g  an d  to  lo o k  p articu la rly  b a d  in 
th e  m ed ia , b u t g en e ra lly  th ey  h av e  b een  c o o p e ra tiv e , ev en  c rea tiv e  p ar­
tic ip an ts  th is w eek , and  I h av e  a p p rec ia ted  th e ir  p re sen c e . W e n eed  to 
m ak e  sp a ce  fo r ev e ry o n e  w ith  th e  sam e b as ic  v is io n , ev en  i f  th e ir  tac tics  
a re  d ifferen t.

E v e ry th in g  w as  p rep a red  fo r M onday . W e w ere  h o p in g  fo r a p e a c e ­
fu l day. T h e  p o lice , th o u g h , h ad  o th e r  p lans.

N o te s  o n  p o l ic e  i n t i m id a t io n :
A s  I w rite , th e  p o lice  hav e  su rro u n d ed  the  bu ild in g .
I ’ve  ju s t  lea rn ed  th a t 150 p o lice  in rio t g e a r  p lu s th ree  d o zen  m o to r­

cy c le  co p s h ad  b e e n  ca lled  in fo r o n e  ja y w a lk in g  ac tiv is t. Ja y w alk in g . 
T h e  p o lice  d esc rib ed  the  ev e n t as “ a  ro u tin e  tra ffic  s to p .” I h a v e  a lread y

w i t n e s s e d  p o l i c e  
ta rg e t in g  a c t iv is ts  
f o r  j a y w a l k i n g ,  
c lo s in g  in  w ith  m u l­

tip le  ca rs , s iren s flash in g . T h e  rio t p o lice , th o u g h , w a s  so m e th in g  new .
A n  in ju n c tio n  ag a in s t th e  p o lice  w as w o n  by  d o cu m en tin g  ea rly  in ­

tim id a tio n , in c lu d in g  h a rassm en t an d  fa lse  arrests. T h e  p o in t, though , 
isn ’t  to  k eep  us in  ja i l .  I t ’s to c rea te  a  c lim a te  o f  fear.

T h e  L A P D  h av e  d ea lt w ith  th e  in ju n c tio n  b y  b rin g in g  in th e  C a lifo r­
n ia  H ig h w ay  P atro l and  the  helicop ters. T he helico p te rs  m ak e  every  m arch  
an d  o cca s io n a lly  th e  c o n v e rg en ce  cen te r  se em  like w e  a re  u n d e r m ilita ry  
siege. T h e  C H iP s, d riv in g  b y  th e  co n v e rg en ce  c e n te r  ev e ry  co u p le  m in ­
u tes , a re  o u t o f  th e ir  ju r isd ic tio n , b e in g  m ile s  fro m  a h ighw ay .

T h e  p o lice  a lso  h av e  m ad e  c rea tiv e  u se  o f  b o m b  th rea ts  to  e n te r  and 
sh u t d o w n  various spaces, the  m o st eg reg ious bein g  the  In d ependen t M ed ia  
C enter. H ere , th e  p o lice  sh u t d o w n  th e  sa te llite  feed  o f  a  live b ro ad cas t, 
y e t w ere  n o t c o n ce rn ed  en o u g h  to  e v acu a te  the  area.

It se em s the  law  m a tte rs  little  to  its  en fo rc e rs , u n less  th e  p u b lic  is 
w a tc h in g  closely .

(co n tin u ed  on  nex t p ag e )

Days o f  War Nights o f  L ov e : 
Crim ethink f o r  Beginners

Less a novel than an exploded 
manifesto. Days o f  War, Nights o f  Love 
might be ju st what we need. It certainly 
saved my night when I picked it up. I was 

expecting an evening o f  frenzied screamo music at the show (which I got 
plus some nice dialogue), but the merchandise table housed the real in­
cendiary items.

Days o f  War is the type o f  book you’d thumb through in the store 
and actually decide to buy (or steal). Avoiding what lapsed grad student 

Phil refers to as “the thin gruel o f  narrative.” the book instead gleefully mashes 
appropriated art pieces with personal testimony. Reconfigured Frank Miller comic 
panels shout “Face it. your politics are boring as fuck!” W hether you agree or 
not, there’s a refreshing quality to a  book that offers the same amount o f  infor­
mation to both the serious reader and casual browser, because despite steady 
sales o f  The Revolution ofEvetyday Life and Nation o f  Ulysses CDs, most o f us 
are still living lives that are lrustratingly incomplete.

The past four centuries are all fodder for this new m anifesto-everything 
from the Unabomber to the Smiths, Henry M iller to the German J2M move­

ment, Kalahari bushmen to N atural Born Killers-fm ds its way onto the pages. 
Such voracious stealing from history and applying as needed becomes not just a 
practice, but a saving grace. By never labeling themselves punks or new Dadaists 
and instead stealing all manner o f  praxis and pranks, Crimethlnc remains elusive, 
avoiding the pitfalls that toppled previous revolutionaries. Beloved nihilistic comic- 
characters Milk & Cheese re-emerge as Soy Milk & Tofu to offer shoplifting as the 
true antidote to capitalism. The book is simultaneously tongue-in-cheek and as 
serious as getting up in the morning for work, yet avoids the inherent alienation o f 
m ost historical and cultural texts (w hose authors they dism iss as “careerist 
historicizers").

Topics range from anarchy to hierarchy, work to sex, alienation to liberation 
and technology, but every page bums with a passion for a freer life. Lies, exag­
gerations and blatant plagiarisms mix freely with passionate arguments. Nadia 
admits on p. 171 that this may all “sound like anarcho-mystical academic non­
sense (which it is, o f  course -  freedom cannot be understood except through mys­
ticism!),” but the Crimethinc workers do weave a good spell. Who disputes obvi­
ous but unvoiced concerns like, “We pay rent before we live there a month. But we 
get paid 1-4 weeks after doing the work.”? Other essays walk a precarious line 
between arrogant and inspiring: activists are taken to task for being dull and guilty; 
radicals and artists as excrement peddlers, forever squirreling moments away for 
their next product. Too harsh? Or a necessary critique?

The book’s vehement insistence that living is more important than art carries 
the argument beyond typical debate. If  you make it to the end, the personal testi­
monials about not working and closing art pieces become an aria o f  voices urging 
you to close the book and live. Glorious, even for the most cynical reader. What 
more can we ask from books'? W hether or not you buy it probably depends on what 
you think o f  that last Refused LP -  revolutionary cannibals or well-dressed po­
seurs? Well-read former straight-edge kids or new messiahs? Don’t think too hard 
about it -  the book warns from page one, “This book will not save your life; that, 
my friend, is up to you."
- Travis Fristoe.

$8 postpaid  from  Crimethlnc. HQ /  2695 Rangewood Dr. /  Atlanta, GA 30345 
wmv.erimethinc.com

E v asio n : Travel Crime

Those needing a more literal corollary o f  the Crimethlnc lifestyle should 
pick up Evasion zine. one m an’s travelogue o f  thievery and trespassing across 
these United States. W hat i f  straight-edge took a radically political turn-rejecting 
not ju st the leisure drags o f smoking, drinking & sex. but other core American

values like working and consumerism? An evolutionary possibility as explosive 
as the Planet o f  the Apes! Evasion's first-person testimonial illustrates just such 
an evolution as he shoplifts, hops trains and hitchhikes across America. The jour­
ney provides a literal and metaphorical seizure o f  our life and country. The very 
first page explains that his is “a path not to be mistaken for ‘poverty is punk' 
posturing, it’s about taking back your life.” Sure, go to corporate health food 
stores and get the precious vegan snacks, but "left-hand" all but the cheapest 
bagel. His targets (Bames & Noble, hotel pools, movie theaters, closed libraries) 
are all worthy and familiar ones. Imagine further a world where the proclama­
tions from 80s hardcore were rallying cries instead o f  ironic witticisms at the 
local pub. The obvious reference would be SCAM zine, which the Evasion editor 
lovingly refers to twice, but Evasion is solely a solipsistic exercise. You w on’t 
find the interviews and community activism that make SCAM the mythic tome it 
is, but Evasion still beautifully delivers the exhilaration o f  a good scam.
- Travis Fristoe.

$2 postpaid from Crimethlnc. H Q / 2695 Rangewood Dr. /A tlanta. GA 30345 
www.crimethinc.com
$2 SCAM c/o NO! Records / P O  Box 1 4 0 0 8 /Berkeley. CA 94712
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A t 9 :0 0  am , it w as a lread y  ho t. T h o u san d s  o f  p ro te s te rs  had  g a th ­
ered  to  d raw  a tten tio n  to G o re ’s ties  w ith  O cc id en ta l P etro leu m . O c c i­
d en ta l w an ts  to d rill on  th e  ancestra l land  o f  th e  U ’w a p eo p les  in C o lu m ­
b ia, w h ich  w ill re n d e r  th a t land  m o re  o r  less u n in h ab itab le . T h e  co n n e c ­
tio n  o f  th e  U ’w a to  th e ir  land  is so im p o rtan t to  th e ir  w ay  o f  life , th a t 
th ey  hav e  th rea ten ed  to  c o m m it co llec tiv e  su ic id e  sh o u ld  O cc id en ta l 
p ro ceed  w ith  d rilling .

G o re  has fam ily  and  financia l tie s  to  O cc id en ta l, th o u g h  I b e liev e  
th e  c o rp o ra tio n ’s in flu e n ce  o v e r  G o re  to  be  m o re  m u n d an e : O cc id en ta l 
is a  m a jo r  d o n o r to  G o re ’s ree lec tio n  cam p aig n  and  the  D em ocratic  party. 
G o re  has a p u lp it from  w hich  a few  w o rd s on  th is  issu e  cou ld  b rin g  
e n o rm o u s p ressu re  o n  th e  com p an y , an d  th e  m arch e rs  w ere  d em an d in g  
th a t G o re  u se  it to  try  to  stop  th is  tragedy.

T h e  a c tio n  b eg an  w ith  a rally . T h e  sp e ak e rs  w ere  g o o d , b u t one 
w as  m iss in g . T h e  C h ie f  o f  the  U ’w a  p eo p le  w a s  su p p o sed  to  speak . H e 
w as  d en ied  a  v isa , an o th e r  re m in d e r  o f  o u r g o v e rn m e n t’s v iew s on  free  
speech .

W h en  th e  m arch  b eg an , the  p u p p e ts  led  th e  w ay. Ten to  f ifteen  feet 
h ig h , so m e tim es as w id e  as a fo u r lane  road , th ese  p u p p e ts  o ffe r  v is ib il­
ity  to  th e  issu es, a ttrac tin g  o n lo o k e rs  an d  th e  m ed ia . N o  w o n d e r  th e  
a u th o ritie s  m ad e  such  a co n ce rted  effo rt to co n fisca te  th em  in W ash in g ­
ton  an d  P h ilad e lp h ia . L in in g  th e  s tree ts  on  bo th  s id e s o f  the  m arch  w ere  
h u n d red s  o f  p o lice— full r io t gear, g as  gun s, tru n ch eo n s , r ifle s— b u t the  
m o o d  w as so  goo d , the  p ro cess io n  so p eace fu l, I c o u ld n ’t fa th o m  that

so m e th in g  m ig h t go  w rong .
It d id .
T h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e d  

p ro te s te r s  o f f  th e  s id e w a lk s , 
in c re a s in g  te n s io n s . T h e n  I 
w itn essed  the  fo llo w in g :

O n e  o ff ic e r  re a c h e d  
ou t an d  from  b eh in d  a  p ro te s te r  
an d  g ra b b e d  h is  s ig n . I sa w  
n o th in g  to  p rec ip ita te  th is  act. 
T he b ew ild e red  p ro teste r, w h o  
d id n 't  see  w h a t h ap p en ed , he ld  
on. T h en  th e  co p  p u lle d  the  
sign  from  h is han d  w ith  en ough  
fo rce  to  b reak  the  h an d le . T he 
p r o t e s t e r ,  s t u m b l in g  b a c k ­
w ard s , m ig h t hav e  to u ch ed  the 
co p , an d  in s ta n tly  th e re  w ere  
p o lice  all o v e r  h im , b ea tin g  h im  
w ith  tru n ch eo n s. W ith in  se c ­
o n d s , he  w as  on  th e  g ro u n d , 
face  d ow n , o n e  cop  stan d in g  on 
h is  n eck , an o th e r  s ta n d in g  on 
h is  b a c k ,  a  c i r c le  o f  p o l ic e  
a ro u n d  h im , tru n c h e o n s  o u t. 
H e w a s  in o b v io u s  pain . H e 
w as n o t resis tin g .

T h e  p ro te s te rs  s c a t­
tered . I saw  R eyna, o n e  o f  m y 
a ffin ity  g ro u p  m em b ers, c raw l­
ing  o u t to w ard  the  c irc le  on h er 
h an d s  and  k n ees , a lone , c ry ing , 
b e g g in g  th e m  to  sto p  h u rtin g  
h im . T h ree  o f  u s  w e n t to  ge t 

her. T h e  rest o f  us reg ro u p ed . T he p o lice  w ere  te llin g  ev e ry o n e  to back  
off, and  R eyna, on  h er k nees , p lead in g , w as s tru ck  in th e  back  o f  the  
head  w ith  a  tru n ch eo n . T h en  m y  frien d s g o t h e r  out.

W e w ere  split. T he po lice  had  cu t the  m arch  in tw o  and  th en  charged , 
in ten d in g  to  c rea te  a  p a n ic  (w h ich  w o rk ed ). T h e  re m a in in g  m em b ers  o f  
m y a ffin ity  g ro u p  th o u g h t th o se  w h o  w en t to  he lp  R eyna w ere  no w  b e ­
h in d  p o lic e  lines, p o ss ib ly  arre sted . I t w a s  h a rd  to  see  an y th in g . M in ­
u tes  later, as th in g s  b eg an  to  ca lm , w e  fo u n d  them . R ey n a  w a s  bad ly

sh ak en , bu t n o t se rio u s ly  in ju red . T he G reen  H o rn e ts  w o u ld  b eco m e  
m o re  co n sc io u s  o f  s tick in g  to g e th e r  and  k eep in g  track  o f  each  o ther, 
h av in g  lea rn ed  a  hard  lesson .

T h e  m arch  c o n tin u ed  to  the  S tap les C en te r, w h ere  the  D em o cra tic  
co n v en tio n  w as tak in g  p lace . O u r “p ro test p it”  w a s  v is ib le  fro m  one 
sid e  o f  th e  C en te r, th o u g h  p h y s ic a lly  iso la ted  fro m  it. S till, th e  c ity  
o rig in a lly  w an ted  the  p ro te s t a rea  to be ou t o f  sigh t. T h e  A C L U  m an ­
ag ed  to  g e t that ch an g ed . O u r r ig h ts  are  n e v e r o u rs  b y  d efau lt. T hey  
a re n ’t g iv en  to  us by  o u r g o v ern m en t. T hey  a re n ’t a lw ay s  p ro tec ted , 
p a r tic u la rly  fo r  th e  poor, th e  w o rk in g  c lass , co m m u n itie s  o f  co lor, im ­
m ig ra n ts , w o m en , q u ee rs , th e  d isab led , the  e lderly . In  o th e r  w o rd s, fo r 
m o st p eo p le . W e hav e  to d em an d  o u r r ig h ts , an d  th en  d e fen d  them .

T h a t ev en in g  w as the  “ H u m an  N eed , N o t C o rp o ra te  G re e d ” m arch , 
fo cu sin g  on co rp o ra te  c rim e  an d  co rru p tio n  o f  o u r p o litica l system . It 
w a s  large , m o re  than  10,000 p eo p le . It w o u ld  a lso  end  a t the  S tap les 
C enter, w h ere  afte r a few  speakers, R age A g ain s t the M ach ine  w as sc h ed ­
u le d  to  p lay . T h e  c ro w d  sw elled .

1 left in the  m id d le  o f  th e ir  se t, the  lu ck ies t o f  decis io n s.
W itn esses tell m e th a t a f te r  R ag e  p lay ed , so m e  o f  the  B lack  B lock  

d e fied  th e  p o lice  b y  sca lin g  o n e  o f  th e  fen ces to p lace  b an n e rs  an d  flags 
in a p lace  v is ib le  from  the  co n v en tio n . S o m e w ere  th ro w in g  trash  at the 
po lice . T h e  p o lice  re sp o n d ed  w ith  p ep p e r spray. T h e  c ro w d  se p ara ted  
from  th o se  co n fro n tin g  th e  po lice . T here  w as a  lo t o f  a n g e r  in  th a t iso ­
la ted  g ro u p , an  u n d e rs tan d ab le  resp o n se  to  b e in g  a ttack ed  w ith  c h e m i­
cal w eap o n s  fo r  c lim b in g  a fence . T h e  p o lice , ra th e r  th an  fo cu s on th o se  
co n fro n tin g  th em , to o k  to  th e  stage , and  gav e  the  en tire  c ro w d  15 m in ­
u tes  to  clear. M o st in th e  c ro w d  h ad  no idea w hy. N o t ev e ry o n e  m ade 
it out.

R io t p o lice  m o v e d  in w ith  te a r  gas, an d  m o u n te d  u n its  charged , 
tram p lin g  ac tiv is ts . E ven tually , th ey  p u sh ed  the  c ro w d  o u t o f  th e  p ro te s t 
area—  r ig h t in to  a n o th e r  p e rm itte d  m arch  th a t w as ju s t  a rriv in g  a t the  
co n v en tio n  cen ter, cau s in g  m u ch  confu sio n . T he p o lice  w ere  f irin g  ru b ­
b e r  b u lle ts  an d  b e a n -b a g  gun s. M o st o f  th e  c asu a ltie s  w e re  in ju re d  in 
th e  b ack , s tr ik in g  p ro te s te rs  c o m p ly in g  w ith  p o lice  o rd e rs  to  leav e . T he 
A C L U  c la im s th a t th e  p o lice  ta rg e ted  jo u rn a lis ts  an d  legal o b se rv e rs  
an d  h av e  sin c e  filed  su it.

I w as b a c k  at th e  c o n v e rg en ce  cen te r  w h en  I h eard  th e  new s. I 
jo in e d  an effo rt to  p rep a re  the  b u ild in g  fo r the  co m in g  casu a ltie s , tu rn ­
in g  th e  en tire  firs t f lo o r in to  an  em erg en cy  c lin ic . T h e re  w as  a  lo t o f  
fear. B u ild in g  se cu rity  tig h ten ed  in p rep a ra tio n  fo r  a  p o ss ib le  p o lice  
raid . A ll n igh t, p o lice  h e lico p te rs  b u zzed  the  bu ild in g , sh in in g  th e ir  sp o t­
ligh ts, b u t th e  ra id  n e v e r  cam e.

T u e s d a y :  G e t  o n  t h e  B u s  N o te s ,  o n  A u g u s t  1 5

W e w o k e  up  la te  an d  d ec id ed  to sp lit up , so m e o f  u s w an tin g  to 
ca tch  u p  w ith  th e  m o rn in g  a c tio n  on  the  u n d e rv a lu in g  o f  w o m e n ’s w ork , 
th e  im p ac t o f  w e lfa re  re fo rm , an d  fo r liv in g  w ages . I d ec id ed  th a t I 
n eed ed  b reak fas t, n o t h av in g  ea ten  on M onday .

T h e  G reen  H o rn e ts  re g ro u p e d  fo r th e  B u s R id ers  U n io n  m arch. 
T h e  B us R iders U n io n  (B R U ) is an o rg an iza tio n  b ased  in  w o rk in g  c lass  
co m m u n itie s  an d  co m m u n itie s  o f  color. T h ese  co m m u n itie s  are  n o t re ­
ce iv in g  th e ir  fa ir  sha re  o f  tran sp o rta tio n  fu n d in g , re su ltin g  in a c ru m ­
b lin g  b u s sy s tem  an d  in su ffic ien t se rv ices. In co n trast, th e  su b w ay  line, 
w h ich  se rv es few er p eo p le , is flu sh  w ith  cash . T h e  B R U  is d em an d in g  
th e  M T A  im p lem en t a  fed era l c o n sen t d ec ree  by  b u y in g  1000 n ew  buses 
a t o n e  b illio n  d o lla rs . S o u n d  like  a  lot o f  m o n ey ?  It is, b u t  b illio n s  are  
a lread y  b e in g  spen t on  p u b lic  tran sp o rta tio n . I t’s ju s t  th a t co m m u n itie s  
o f  c o lo r  see  little  o f  it.

I w as rea lly  im p re ssed  w ith  th is m arch . T h e  M T A  is a tex tb o o k  
e x am p le  o f  how  rac ism  an d  c la s s ism  a re  p e rp e tu a ted  th ro u g h  o u r in s ti­
tu tio n s. T h o u g h  a  “ lo ca l”  issu e , it c lea rly  ex em p lif ie s  a  na tio n a l issue. 
T h e re  a re  s im ila r  p ro b lem s in S an  F ran c isco  (B A R T ’s b illio n s  vs. M u n i’s 
m illio n s , y e t M un i se rv es so  m an y  m o re  p eo p le , m o stly  w o rk in g  c lass  
and  c o m m u n itie s  o f  color, w h ile  B A R T  p rim arily  se rv es p riv ileg e d  w hite  
su b u rb s). B u t I cou ld  ju s t  as eas ily  look b ey o n d  tran sp o rta tio n : W hich  
co m m u n itie s  g e t lo an s?  W h ich  co m m u n itie s  g e t p o llu ted ?  W h ich  co m -



m u n itie s  h av e  d ecen t ed u ca tio n a l sy s tem s?  A n d  on  an d  on.
T h e  o rg an ize rs  re flec te d  th e  co m m u n itie s  m o st affec ted : p eo p le  o f  

co lor, y o u th , th e  w o rk in g  c lass , th e  d isab led . T h o u san d s  tu rn ed  o u t in a 
g rea t sh o w  o f  so lidarity . T h e  p red o m in an t lan g u ag e  w as S p an ish , in 
ch an ts  a n d  am o n g  th e  speak ers . Y outh  o rg an ize rs  h ad  m ad e  d o zen s  o f  
d ru m s o u t o f  p las tic  b u ck e ts  an d  p assed  th e m  o u t to  the  crow d . T he 
sp e ak ers  d isc u sse d  rac ism  a n d  c la s s ism  as in stitu tio n a l p ro b lem s, m ak ­
in g  links to  th e  c rim in a l ju s t ic e  sy s te m  and  U .S . im p eria lism . T hey  
m ad e  c le a r  th a t on th e  issu e  o f  tran sp o rta tio n , th e  D em o cra ts  and  the  
R e p u b lica n s  w ere  e x ac tly  th e  sam e in  th e ir  u n w illin g n ess  to  tak e  ac tion .

T u esd ay  n ig h t w as th e  Q u ee rs  and  A llies  m arch . Issues in c lu d ed  
a ffo rd ab le  A ID S  d ru g s, v isib ility , an d  hate . It w as th e  firs t tim e  the 
G reen  H o rn e ts  w o rk e d  to g e th e r  on  a  p ro jec t, p la y in g  a  m a jo r  ro le  in 
se cu rity  an d  m o n ito rin g  fo r th e  m arch . O u r re sp o n s ib ilitie s  in c lu d ed  
k e ep in g  th e  m arch  m o v in g  a t a  re aso n a b le  pace  and  in th e  r ig h t d ire c ­
tion , a c tin g  as a  b a rrie r  b e tw een  th e  p o lice  an d  the  p ro te s te rs , sc o u tin g  
ah ead , an d  p ass in g  in fo rm a tio n  up an d  do w n  th e  s id e s o f  the  m arch . 
T h e  re sp o n s ib ility  w as se rio u s , as th e re  w ere  m an y  p a rtic ip an ts  in  the 
m arch  a t g rea t risk  i f  th e y  w ere  to  g e t a rre sted , p a rticu la rly  tran sg en d ers .

O n e  o f  the  H o rn e ts , C h ris  C rass, p lay ed  a k ey  ro le  in m ed ia tin g  
b e tw een  th e  B lac k  B lo ck  an d  the  m arch  o rg an izers . T h e re  w as a  lo t o f  
d is tru st. S om e o f  th e  m arch  o rg an ize rs  in itia lly  d id n ’t w an t to  le t the 
B lack  B lock  p a rtic ip a te , an  a u th o rita rian  m o v e  th a t w o u ld  lik e ly  have  
d iv id ed  th e  m arch . T h e  m ed ia tio n  w o rk ed , an d  w e  m a rc h e d  together.

T h e  in arch  b eg an  w ith  a k iss-in  an d  en d ed  w ith  a d ie-in : h u n d red s 
ly in g  d o w n  in an  in te rsec tio n , th e ir  b o d ie s  o u tlin ed  w ith  chalk . T here  
w ere  so m e  ten se  m o m en ts  w h en  th e  p o lice  su rro u n d ed  us, cu ttin g  o f f  all 
ex its. It w as an a ttem p t at in tim id a tio n , w ith  so m e  su ccess . It w as also  
an  a ttem p t to  d raw  a  re sp o n se , b u t the  c ro w d  w o u ld  n o t be  b aited .

O n e  o f  th e  g rea t th in g s  to  co m e  o u t o f  the  Q u ee rs  an d  A llie s  m arch  
w as th e  co a litio n  o f  o rg an izers . In L .A ., q u eers , le sb ian s, tran s-g en d e r 
g ro u p s , A ct-U p , e tc ., n e v e r w o rk ed  all to g e th e r  o n  co m m o n  p ro jec ts . 
T h is  w as th e  b ig g es t su ch  m arch  to h ap p en  in L .A ., and  the  co a litio n  
in ten d s to  w o rk  to g e th e r  further. I fe lt e n o rm o u s sa tis fac tio n  p lay in g  a 
ro le  in th e  so lid a rity  n eed ed  to  m ak e  it h appen .

T he G reen  H ornets w ere  a b it to o  sp read  o u t a lo n g  the  m arch. T hose  
a t the  en d  o f  th e  m arch  fe lt u n sa fe  a ro u n d  so m an y  co p s an d  so few  
m arch ers . A fte r  th e  ac tio n , w e  spen t so m e  tim e  stra teg iz in g  on  h o w  to 
rem a in  a  tig h t un it. W e a lso  d eb rie fe d  an d  v en ted . O n e  o f  th e  g rea t 
th in g s ab o u t w o rk in g  as g ro u p  is y o u  can  sh a re  im m ed ia te  feed b ack , ask  
q u es tio n s , le a m  n ew  in fo rm a tio n , o r  ju s t  le t loose .

W e w e re  g e ttin g  c lo se r  as a  g roup .

W e d n e s d a y :  P r o t e s t i n g  t h e  P o l ic e  w i th  a  P o l ic e  E s c o r t .  

J o u r n a l  f o r  A u g u s t  1 6

W ednesday  m o rn in g  w e m arch ed  on R am parts d istric t sta tion , w here 
police<are b e in g  in v es tig a ted  fo r m u rd er, p la n tin g  w eap o n s , b ru ta lity , 
fa ls ify in g  ev id en ce , perju ry , an d  u sin g  th e  IN S as a  w eap o n  ag a in s t w it­
n esses to  th e ir  co rru p tio n . R a m p a rts  is a real p ro b lem . It is a lso  a  sy m ­
bol o f  a  na tional d isg race , w h ere  p o lic e  c o rru p tio n  and  b ru ta lity  is o v e r­
w h e lm in g ly  in v isib le ; th e  v ic tim s o v e rw h e lm in g ly  p eo p le  o f  color.

I p a rtic ip a ted  in o rg an iz in g  the  R a m p a rts  a c tio n  in  th e  c lu s te r  m e e t­
ings. T h e  G reen  H o rn e ts  v o lu n te e re d  to  do  se cu rity  and  m o n ito rin g . I 
h e lp e d  w o rd  th e  d em an d s th a t w ere  to  b e  g iv e n  to  th e  m a y o r and  c h ie f  
o f  p o lice .

T h e  d em ands:
—  th a t all c iv il su its  b ro u g h t ag a in s t R a m p a rts  w o u ld  be  p a id  fo r 

o u t o f  th e  p o lice  b u d g e t ra th e r  th an  genera l c ity  reven u es .
—  th a t th e  c ity  c rea te  an in d ep en d en t c iv ilian  p o lice  rev iew  b o ard
—  an  end  to  IN S -p o lice  co o p e ra tio n
—  freedom  fo r A lex  S anchez , an  o rgan izer w h o  testified  abo u t R am ­

parts  co rru p tio n , and  w as su b seq u en tly  a rre s ted  an d  h a n d e d  o v e r  to  the  
IN S.

W h en  w e  a rriv ed  a t M a cA rth u r P a rk  to  s ta rt th e  ac tio n , th e  s u n ’s 
h ea t w as a lread y  o p p ress iv e . W h en  the  m arch  b eg an , th e  G reen  H o rn e ts

c lu s te re d  to g e th e r  on  o n e  s id e  to  b e tte r  w a tch  o u t fo r each  o ther. C h a n t­
ing  lo u d ly  in E n g lish  and  S p an ish , sp irits  w ere  h ig h  fo r th e  long  m arch . 
T h e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  w e m arch ed  th ro u g h  w as m o stly  S a lv ad o ran  im m i­
g ran ts . M o stly  fam ilies . I f  th in g s  g o t o u t o f  h an d , m an y  in  the  n e ig h ­
b o rh o o d  w ere  a t risk— th ey  cou ld  be  dep o rted  i f  cau g h t in a  po lice  sw eep .

In fro n t o f  R a m p a rts  s ta tio n , th e  p o lice  w ere  o u t in fo rce : on  b ikes , 
on  m o to rc y c le s , in  arm or, m an y  c a rry in g  te a r  g as  can is te rs  an d  rifles  
(m ay b e  ru b b e r b u lle ts , m ay b e  th e  n ew  p a in t ball g u n s  w ith  p ep p e r sp ray  
am m u n itio n ). W e k e p t o u rse lv es  b e tw e e n  the  p o lice  an d  th e  p ro teste rs . 
T h e  on ly  p eo p le  w h o  d id n ’t re sp ec t o u r req u ests  to  s tay  b ack  w ere  the 
m ed ia , w h o  w ere  a lm o st ch a rg ed  by  th e  co p s fo r try in g  to  b reak  th ro u g h  
th e ir  line, an d  a n u tcase  in loud  g reen  sh o rts— a lo n e  co u n te r-p ro te s te r—  
w h o  th e  p o lice  w o u ld  deta in . T h o u g h  th irty -e ig h t d e m o n s tra to rs  w ere  
a rre sted  fo r b lo c k in g  th e  s ta tion  en tran ce , th e  d e m o n s tra tio n  rem ain ed  
peace fu l.

A fte r  th e  m arch , so m e o f  u s  w e n t to  ea t a t a w o rk e r-o w n ed  cafe. 
T h e  food  w a s  g o o d  b u t it to o k  th e m  a lm o st tw o  h o u rs  to  m ak e  m y  sa n d ­
w ich . I w as ex h a u s te d  an d  s le p t b rie fly  a t the  tab le . T h e  w e e k ’s p ace  
w as c a tch in g  up w ith  m e.

T h a t n ig h t w e  re lax ed , e a tin g  T hai food  an d  s ta y in g  up  late p lay in g  
a g a m e  o f  “ I n e v e r  a  k in d  o f  “ T ru th  o r  D a re ,” w ith o u t the  dare.

I learned  a  lo t ab o u t m y  a ffin ity  g roup .

T h u r s d a y :  " S i  S e  P u e d e ! ” in  t h e  S w e a t s h o p  D is t r i c t .  
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O n T hursd ay , th e  G reen  H o rn e ts  v o lu n te e re d  a t th e  co n v e rg en ce  
space , te a rin g  d o w n  o ld  lite ra tu re  fro m  th e  w alls , w ritin g  sch ed u les  on 
p o s te r  b o a rd  an d  h an g in g  th em  a ro u n d  th e  bu ild in g .

W e jo in e d  th o u sa n d s in a  m arch  ag a in s t sw ea tsh o p s , fo r  a  liv ing  
w ag e , an d  ag a in s t th e  m ilita riza tio n  o f  o u r  bo rders . H u n d red s  o f  p eo p le  
ca rr ie d  large , w h ite  c ro sses on  w h ich  w e re  w ritte n  th e  n am es o f  p eo p le  
w h o  d ied  try in g  to  c ro ss  th e  border. W e ch an ted  an d  d ru m m e d  th ro u g h  
th e  g a rm e n t d is tr ic t, th e  sw ea tsh o p  cap ita l o f  L o s A n g eles . H u n d red s, 
m ay b e  th o u sa n d s , a ll p eo p le  o f  co lor, lean ed  o u t the  w in d o w s o f  the 
g a rm en t fac to rie s  to  ch e e r  us on , to  ra ise  th e ir  fists , to  ch an t w ith  us: “ Si 
se p e u d e !”  <Y es w e  can !>  W e m arch ed  d o w n  to  th e  S tap les C e n te r  fo r 
a  fin a l ce leb ra tio n . T h e  co n v en tio n  w as end ing . O u r w o rk , th o u g h , w as 
fa r  fro m  over.

A fte r  a  p e rfo rm an ce  by  M ich ae l F ra n ti, th e  c ro w d , 5000  strong , 
m arch ed  to  th e  T w in T o w ers c ity  ja i l  w h ere  m an y  a c tiv is ts  w ere  b e in g  
held . T h e re  h ad  been  198 a rre s ts  d u rin g  th e  w eek , an d  o v e r  60 ac tiv is ts  
rem a in ed  in  ja i l .  T h ey  w e re  p a r tic ip a tin g  in ja i l  so lid arity : th ey  h ad  
re fu sed  to g iv e  th e ir  n am es an d  w e re  n o t c o o p e ra tin g  w ith  th e  guards. 
T h ey  w ere  d em an d in g  th a t th e  D A  n eg o tia te  w ith  th e  g ro u p  co llec tiv e ly ; 
th a t ev e ry o n e  rece iv e  the  sam e charges, in c lu d in g  th o se  a lread y  re leased , 
an d  th a t th o se  ch a rg es  b e  in frac tions .

T h is  m arch  w as n o t p e rm itted , b u t th e  p o lice  e sco rted  it, k n o w in g  
th ey  c o u ld n ’t stop  it. T h e  c h an tin g  c ro w d  w as en e rg e tic  an d  angry. O u t­
s id e  th e  ja i l ,  sp e ak ers  w ere  o ften  d ro w n ed  o u t b y  th e  n o ise  o f  th e  low  
fly in g  h e lico p te rs . A g a in  the  p o lice  d e c id ed  to cu t o f f  all o u r  ex its , try ­
ing  to  fan  o u r  anger. A g a in , th ey  fa iled . W e w o u ld  n o t b reak  o u r d e d i­
ca tio n  to  n o n -v io le n ce .

T h e  p o lice  e v en tu a lly  ag reed  to le t u s th ro u g h , b u t a lso  th rea ten ed  
to  a rre s t an y o n e  w h o  rem ain ed . M arch  o rg an ize rs  th en  m ad e  w h a t 1 felt 
w as a  se rio u s  m istak e : th ey  a sk ed  ev e ry o n e  to leave. In stead  o f  en c o u r­
ag in g  d e m o n s tra to rs  to  m ak e  th e ir  o w n  d ec is io n s , th e  o rg an ize rs  w ere  
rep ea tin g  th e  sam e m essag e  as th e  p o lice  an d  th e  u n sc ru p u lo u s , b lu e- 
u n ifo rm ed  D ep artm en t o f  Ju s tic e  n eg o tia to rs : th e re  is r isk  o f  a rre st, so 
go. W e h ad  co m e  to  do  a v ig il. M a n y  had  p lan n ed  to  stay  un til the 
a c tiv is ts  in ja i l  w ere  re lease d , th e ir  d em an d s m et. In s tead , th e  co n fu sio n  
and  b itte rn e ss  so w e a k e n e d  so lid a rity  th a t o n ly  six  p eo p le  s tay ed  the 
n igh t. T h e  c o p s  n e v e r fo llo w ed  th ro u g h  w ith  th e ir  a rre s t th reat.

P o lice  h a ra sse d  an d  b ru ta liz ed  d isp e rs in g  p ro te s te rs , m o st eg re - 
g io u sly  a t th e  7 th  S tre e t su b w ay  stop . H ere , fo r  re a so n s  u n c lea r  to  an y ­
one, the  p o lice  d ecided  to  c lea r the  station . T hey  gave  a  tw o  m inute  w arn-



ing , and 20  seconds la te r charged  the  p ro teste rs  w ith  batons. Som e 
p ro teste rs  w ere  b eaten , som e arrested .

T h e  p ro tests w ere  no t tru ly  over, n o t un til the  last ac tiv ists w ere 
o u t o f  ja i l ,  th e ir  tria ls , i f  any, com pleted .

E p i lo g u e :  T h e  L a s t  D a y s

—  Ja il V igil —
T he ja il  v ig il began  in earnest on Friday. Puppets and  signs w ere 

m ade, and  there  w as a  v isib le  p resence  o u tside  the  ja il  24  hours a day, 
though  in rad ica lly  sm a ller num bers. By S unday  w h en  I p artic ipa ted , 
there w ere  m aybe 40  ac tiv ists rem ain ing . A bout 20 w ere  on hunger 
strik e  in so lidarity  w ith  tho se  on the  inside.

Inside, ac tiv ist w om en w ere  forced to  en dure  m u ltip le  strip  and 
cav ity  searches and  w ere  p arad ed  nak ed  in fron t o f  th e  m en . A t one 
po in t, 4 0  ja ile d  ac tiv ists w en t on  h u n g er strike  p ro testin g  the  lockdow n 
o f  w o m en  p r iso n e rs  (a ll w o m en  p r iso n e rs , n o t ju s t  th e  a c tiv is ts ). 
L ockdow n: no leav ing  the  cell, no m ak ing  p h one calls , no  co n tac ting  
y o u r  law y er o r fam ily.

B y T uesday, ja ile d  ac tiv ists had  w on m o st o f  th e ir  dem ands. M ost 
w ere  re leased  th a t n ight.

—  T h e  L ast S pokes —
F riday  a t noon  w as the  last spokes council m eeting . T here  w ere  a 

lot o f  u nhappy  peop le  there, m ostly  focused  on  the  vigil. A  good  deal 
o f  tim e w as taken  to both  p ra ise  and  critic ise  the  w e e k ’s organ izing .

M any c ritic ism s revo lved  a round  au tho rita rian  decisions m ade by 
the  o rgan izers, p a rticu larly  by D A N  (D irec t A ctio n  N etw ork ). F o r an ­
a rch ists like m yse lf, i f  you  m ake decisions w h ich  affec t m e, th ere  had 
b e tte r be  a goo d  reason  w hy I sh o u ld n ’t have  a  vo ice  in th o se  decisions, 
o r  I w ill con sid er yo u r au tho rity  illeg itim ate . S om e o f  these  decisions I 
th o u g h t w ere  ju s tif ied . F or exam ple , decisions on  how  to  effec tive ly  
w o rk  w ith  co m m unity  g roups w ere  m ade m on ths in advance . I th ink  
th a t w ork  w as en o rm ously  im portan t, though  o rgan izers n o t invo lved  
early  w ere  th ereb y  excluded . O n the  o th e r  hand , the re  w ere  som e o cca ­
sions w here  o rgan izers  ac ted  paternally , the d isp e rs in g  o f  T hursday  
n ig h t’s v ig il b e ing  one  exam ple.

T he w ork  done at the convergence space by  D A N  and all the o ther 
organizers w as explicitly anti-racist, fem inist, queer liberationist. A dopting 
these v iew s requires m aking them  an explicit part o f  our organizations, 
over and above our personal behavior. T he organizing  w as designed to 
raise such consciousness, and though there w ere critic ism s, there w as 
also  an env ironm ent w here such critic ism s w ere  w elcom ed.

Som e thought T uesday’s m arch on w o m en ’s righ ts and econom ic 
ju s tice  d id not receive sufficient support e ither in num bers o r resources 
(in  particular, a sound truck prom ised but not delivered). A lso, som e o f  
the o lder participants felt like their needs w ere not a ttended on som e 
m arches.

Som e fe lt that w e could  have had a grea ter im pact w ith  m ore con ­
frontational non-v io len t tactics. 1 disagree. In LA, the police are killers, 
and staring  them  in the  eye is a form  o f  civil d isobedience. W h at’s m ore, 
relative to the dem onstrations in Seattle and W ashington, there w as greater 
participation  by com m unities o f  color, the w ork ing  class and im m igrants. 
I f  I get arrested, be ing  a w hite, m iddle class activist, I ’m  pretty  sure I’ll 
ge t out. I d o n ’t have any “ strikes”  in C a lifo rn ia’s three strikes crim inal 
system . I w o n 't get deported . I d o n ’t have a fam ily  to support. For those 
taking grea ter risks, failure to  respect their needs w ill effective ly  exclude 
them , w hen w hat w e need to do is build  alliances. T hose that w anted  to 
use m ore m ilitan t tactics cou ld  have organ ized  parallel actions, attracting  
partic ipants at spokes council m eetings.

B y the standard  o f  m ovem ent build ing , I th ink  w e w ere  enorm ously  
successfu l. T here w ere coalitions built that will likely last and grow. 
C om m unity  organizers w orked  w ith  activ ists groups, link ing  local issues 
w ith national and international concerns. G ood  connections w ere  m ade 
w ith  com m unities o f  co lor and  w ork ing  class com m unities, w ork  that is 
only  ju s t beginning. It w as reflected in the m akeup  o f  partic ipants at all 
levels o f  organizing: from  lead organizers o f  rallies, to speakers, to par­
tic ipating  m archers. W e should  be p roud o f  the w ork  done here and build 
on it. 



“ 'G ra n d e u r ' and  ‘d e c a d e n c e ’ do  no t h av e  in trin s ic  c o n ten ts  o f  th e ir  ow n. 
b u t a re  the  em pty  sign ifters o f  a  fu llness o f  soc ie ty  w h ich  can  be ac tualized  
by  th e  m o st d ifferen t special fo rces..the  d ifferen t s trugg les and  d em ocratic  
in itia tiv es  are  no t u n ited  to  each  o th e r  by n ecessa ry  links- so w e  have 
m e to n y m ica l re la tio n s  o f  co n tig u ity .”

-E rn e sto  L ac lau , The P o litic s  o f  R h e to ric

T h e  in itia l sh o c k  sen t o v e r  the  a irw av es  o f  m ain stream  A m erica  in the  
w ak e  o f  th e  p ro te s ts  in S eattle  an d  W ash in g to n  D .C . h as se em in g ly  been  
red u ced  to a  m ild  p in ch  on  the  arm . I t’s not so  m u ch  that the  p ro tests  
h a v e  g o tten  sm a lle r  o r  th a t the  n u m b ers  o f  p eo p le  d ise n fran ch ise d  by 
the  W T O , th e  IM F /W o rld  B ank , th e  D N C  o r  th e  R N C  h av e  sh ru n k  a t a ll. 
Indeed , o n e  o f  th e  a w e -in sp ir in g  asp ec ts  o f  the recen t ac tio n s  a c ro ss  the  
co u n try  has n o t on ly  been  th e ir  sh e er size  bu t th e  m u ltip lic ity  o f  in terests 
a r t ic u la te d  f ro m  fa r  an d  w id e . T h e  q u e s tio n  lies  in h o w  w e  m ig h t 
m ax im ize  th e  s ite s  in w h ich  these  p ro te s ts  tak e  p lace  such  th a t th ey  are  
tra n sfo rm e d  in to  sp a ces  o f  in te rru p tio n . In o th e r  w o rd s, in th e  day s tha t 
w e  co n v e rg e  upon  su ch  c itie s , h o w  m ig h t w e, each  in o u r ow n w ay, 
in te rru p t the  flo w s (lite ra l and  f ig u ra tiv e) o f  a  c i ty 's  d a ily  g rin d  in o rd er 
to re d ire c t them  to w ard s  th e  c rea tio n  o f  n ew  fo rm s o f  life , co o p e ra tio n , 
an d  p ro d u c tio n ?  In w h a t w ay s can  the p a rtic u la ritie s  o f  o u r in d iv idual 
in te rests  be  v o iced  in such  a w ay  as to  ex cee d  o u rse lv es  and  ex ten d  to 
th e  n e e d s  o f  o th e rs?  W h a t fo llo w s  a re  s im p ly  m u s in g s  th a t m ig h t 
co n tr ib u te , in h o w e v e r  m eag e r a  w ay. to  th a t ex p lo ra tio n .

C a ll it a  m iss e d  o p p o r tu n ity . C a ll it m is s in g  th e  b ig  p ic tu re . 
D ep en d in g  o n  w h o ’s a sk ed , th e  C a m d e n  W aterfro n t th a t w as used  fo r 
the  o p e n in g  c e rem o n ies  o f  th e  R e p u b lica n  N atio n a l C o n v e n tio n  w ou ld  
a p p e a r  to  c o n ta in  w ith in  it a  c e r ta in  b lin d  s p o t  fo r  R e p u b lic a n  
co n v en tio n eers  and  p ro teste rs  alike. O rgan izers  for th e  op en in g  firew o rk s 
e x trav ag an za  to o k  g rea t p a in s  to  se cu re  th e  a rea  n ea r  R u tg ers -C am d en

so  th a t th e  d e leg a te s , w h o  w e re  e ith e r  b u se d  in by  the  d o zen  o r  d riv in g  
th e ir  ow n  lim o u sin es , w o u ld  no t in an y  w ay  hav e  to  se e  the  sta rk  p o v e rty  
th a t co n fro n ts  th o se  p o st- in d u str ia l c ities  on  the  eas t coas t. M any  o f  us 
k n o w  th ese  v e rita b le  g h o st to w n s o f  m an u fac tu rin g  d ay s  pas t, as they  
s tre tch  a  g am u t from  B u ffa lo  to  B in g h am to n  to  C a m d e n  a n d  b eyond . 
B u t on  th is  p a rtic u la r  ev en in g , s tree ts  w ere  m e ticu lo u sly  c lean , bu ild in g s 
a s s id u o u s ly  b o a rd ed  up , an d  b lo c k s  b a rr ic a d e d  so  the  few  re s id en ts  
rem a in in g  in the  a rea  cou ld  n o t see  the carn ival that w as ab o u t to  d escen d  
upo n  w h at w as le ft o f  th e ir  com m unity . N e w sp ap e r a rtic le s  in p reced in g  
w eek s  had  h e ra ld e d  e v e ry o n e ’s favo rite  search  an d  se izu re  G o v ern o r 
C h ris tin e  T odd  W h itm a n ’s e ffo rts  to rev iv e  the  C am d e n  w a te rfro n t fo r 
S u n d ay  e v e n in g ’s festiv ities . H er in itia tiv e  w as , o f  co u rse , to  sa v e  the  
d elegates from  the  sligh test b it o f  con tam ination , especia lly  those  effected  
by  th e  a n ti-w e lfa re  r ig h ts  p o lic ie s  in itia ted  in the  R e ag an -B u sh  years  
an d  c o m p le te d  in th e  C lin to n  era . G ran ted , th is  is h a rd ly  a  su rp rise . 
R e p u b lic a n s  (a n d  D e m o c ra ts ) ,  f o r  a ll  th e i r  g r a n d s ta n d in g  a b o u t 
re p re se n tin g  ev e ry d ay  A m erican s , h a v e n 't  the  s lig h te s t id ea  o f  w h at 
ev e ry d a y  A m e ric a  in c reas in g ly  lo o k s like: no t th a t m uch  d iffe ren t th an  
th e  w o r ld ’s p o o re s t na tions.

So it sh o u ld  h ard ly  co m e  as an y  su rp rise  th a t G eo rg e  W .. the  son  o f  
an A m erican  p res id en t w h o  m arv e led  at the  Je tso n ian  tech n o lo g y  o f  y o u r 
ev e ry d ay  g ro ce ry  sc an n e rs  upon  v is itin g  a su p e rm ark e t, w o u ld  h av e  a 
p a rty  on  the  C a m d e n  w a te rfro n t fo r g u ests  w ho  w ere  ab o u t as c lo se  to 
re p re se n tin g  ev e ry d ay  A m erica  as A lice  in W onderland . T h e  on ly  rain  
on  the  C a m d e n  W aterfro n t th a t n ig h t w as the  p e rs is te n t d rizz le  from  
dark  c lo u d s  o v erh ead . S im ila rly , the  o n ly  ra in  fo r th e  d e le g a te s  th e  rest 
o f  th e  w e e k  in P h ilad e lp h ia  w ere  th o se  “w ily  an d  zan y  (b u t n ev e rth e less  
m ild ly  en te rta in in g ) p ro te s te rs  w h o  ju s t  w o n ’t ge t a jo b ."  B ut w h at i f  the 
d e leg a te s  rea lly  had  to  g e t stu ck  in the  rain?

P ro te s te rs  fo r th e  m o st p a rt rem ain ed  p eace fu l until T uesday ,



T h e  M u r d e r e r s  M u s t  N o t  G e t  W h a t  T h e y  S o u g h t :

T h e  D e a t h  o f  J a f a r  S i d d i q  H a m z a h ;  T h e  D e a t h  o f  a  R e v o l u t i o n i s t

b y  R i c h a r d  G i l m a n  O p a l s k y

I  w rite  th is  a r t ic le  a s  m em o ria l.
O f  co u rse , life a lw ay s  ends. S ave  fo r w h a t I c o n s id e r  to  be  m y th o l­

ogy, I can n o t th in k  o f  a sin g le  excep tio n  to th is ru le . Yet no t all death  
sh ou ld  b e  co n s id e red  trag ic . T echn ica lly  and  p h ilo so p h ica lly , i f  the re  
w ere  so m e  liv ing  th in g  that co u ld  n o t d ie, it w o u ld  p erp lex  o u r k n o w l­
ed g e  o f  life. H o w  can  w e  u n d e rs tan d  any  se n se  in w h ich  so m e th in g  is 
liv ing  w ith o u t an  u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  d eath?  In fac t, o u r  u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  
life is d efin ed , b y  co n tra s t, w ith  o u r u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  dea th . D ea th  is a 
p art o f  life . B u t Ja fa r  S idd iq  H am zah , a  h ea lth y  3 5 -y ea r-o ld  m an , w as 
m u rd e red  a t th a t y o u n g  age  b e cau se  o f  h is d is tin g u ish e d  d ed ica tio n  to 
th e  se cu rity  o f  h u m a n  righ ts . T hu s, there  are  ce rta in  d ea th s  th a t can  on ly  
be  a cce p te d  as trag ic . In  w h a t w ay  m igh t such  a d isg u s tin g  d ea th  e n ­
h an ce  o u r u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  life? P erhaps, i f  w e  c o n s id e r  th e  life  that 
w as taken . A nd  a lth o u g h  I w rite  th is artic le  w ith  p ro fo u n d  sa d n ess , I do 
in tend  to ad d ress th e se  questio n s .

/  w rite  th is  a r t ic le  a s  hop e .
E ven w h en  th e re  seem ed  to  be  no p rac tica l so lu tio n s , Ja fa r  w as 

filled  w ith  hop e . H e  ed u ca ted  o u r aw aren ess w ith  th e  h o p e  th a t w e 
w o u ld  act. T h e  m o re  I re flec te d  o n  J a fa r ’s d eath , th e  c le a re r  it b ecam e 
th a t I co u ld  n o t w as te  th e  p riv ileg e  to w rite  fo r c la m o r b y  n e g le c tin g  to 
deal w ith  th is  top ic . T h e re fo re , I w rite  to  ed u ca te  o u r a w aren ess  w ith  
the  h o p e  th a t w e  w ill act. In  J a fa r ’s m o st trag ic  ab sen ce , I w rite  fo r th e  
sak e  o f  h is hope.

J a f a r  S id d iq  H a m z a h  w a s  b o rn  on  N o v e m b e r  16, 1 9 6 5 , in 
L h o k seu m aw e , A ceh , S um atra , Indonesia . H e w as an acco m p lish ed  h u ­
m an  rig h ts  law y er in M ed an , N o rth  S um atra , In d o n esia  b e fo re  he m o v ed

to  N ew  Y ork to found  the  In te rn a tio n a l F o ru m  fo r A ceh  (IFA ), fo r w h ich  
h e  w as th e  ch a irm an . H e has p u b lish ed  n u m ero u s a rtic les  and  has g iv en  
m a n y  p resen ta tio n s  a t co n fe ren ces  an d  lec tu re s  a ro u n d  th e  w o rld . H is 
w o rk  ad d ressed  p ro b lem s o f  the  m ilita ry  in Indo n esia , the  res id en cy  o f  
m u ltin a tio n a l c o rp o ra tio n s  in A ceh , A c e h ’s sta tu s as a p ro v in ce  o f  Indo­
n es ia  u n d e r Ja k artan  d isc re tio n , and  th e  en d le ss  h u m an  r ig h ts  v io la tio n s 
th a t fo llo w  the  e x p lo ita tio n  and  ex p o rta tio n  o f  A c e h ’s na tu ra l reso u rces . 
Ja fa r  had  an  o b se s­
s io n  th a t  a f f l ic te d  
h is  n o b le  character.
H e co u ld  n ev e r rest 
w h ile  th e  m a ss  o f  
p eo p le  in A ceh  w ere  
su ffe rin g  fro m  p o v ­
e r ty  a n d  a ll o f  its  
c o m m o n  e f f e c t s .
J a fa r ’s tire le ss  d ed i­
c a tio n  to  th e s e  is ­
su e s  w a s  tem p ered  
by  the m o st nuanced  
an d  in tim ate  u n d er­
s ta n d in g  o f  the  ro le  
o f  th e  g lobal com m unity . T h e  ro o t cau ses o f  m an y  o f  In d o n e sia ’s p ro b ­
lem s are  to b e  found  in In d o n esian  an d  in te rn a tio n a l b u sin ess p o lic ies , 
in m ark e t-b ased  lan d  u sage  fo r d ev e lo p m en t ra th e r  th an  su b sisten ce , in 
g ro w in g  g o v e rn m en t in itia tiv es to  cap ita lize  a t all cos ts, an d  in th e  se lf- 
in te re s t th a t in fec ts h u m an  n a tu re  su b je c ted  to  such  co n d itio n s. T he

sc ru tin y  o f  the  in te rn a tio n a l co m m u n ity  cou ld  lead  to  the  rad ica l re fo r­
m atio n  o f  the  p o lic ie s  th a t n eg lec t the  g en era l w e lfa re  o f  th e  people . 
H u m a n  r ig h ts  a tro c itie s  are  fa r e a s ie r  to  en ac t w h en  th ey  can  b e  en ac ted  
in  p rivacy , w ith o u t the  reac tio n s o f  m o b ilized  peo p les . M en u su a lly  
b e a t th e ir  sp o u ses  in the  p riv acy  o f  th e ir  resp ec tiv e  h o m es b ecau se  th ey  
ex p ec t an d  fea r the  co n d e m n a tio n  o f  th e  p u b lic  in o p p o sitio n . Yet the  
h is to ry  o f  th e  p ro b lem s in In d o n esia  rev ea l th a t th ey  are  v e ry  co m p lex ,

a n d  th a t  th e y  a re  
n o t  r e d u c ib l e  to  
a n y  o th e r  in s t i tu ­
tio n a lly  o p p ress iv e  
situ a tio n . T h e  p o ­
litica l sc en e  in In ­
d o n es ia  has b een  a 
b ru ta l an d  b lo o d y  
o n e  f o r  o v e r  th e  
p a s t  3 0  y e a r s .  
A ceh , a specia l te r­
rito ry  o f  Indo n esia , 
is  lo ca ted  so u th  o f  
M a lay sia  in the  In ­
d ian  O cean . A ceh  

is c o n s id e red  a specia l te rrito ry  b ecau se  the  A ceh n e se , w h o  w ere  n ev e r 
co lo n ized  by  th e  D u tch , n e v e rth e le ss  su p p o rted  In d o n e s ia ’s s tru g g le  fo r 
in d ep en d en ce . B y en v iro n m en t, A ceh  is o n e  o f  th e  rich es t p ro v in ces  in 
Indonesia , p ro v id in g  to the cen tra l go v ern m en t su bstan tia l rev en u es from  
its o il, n a tu ra l gas , and  o th er e n v iro n m en ta l reso u rces . Y et, w h ile  the

(S tra te g ic  M usings, co n tin u e d  from  p. 19)
A u g u s t 1, the  day  o f  so lid a rity  fo r M u n tia  A b u -Jam al. P re su m ab ly  m o st 
o f  th o se  a rre s ted  th a t day  h ad  h e ld  o u t on e a rlie r  o c cas io n s , so  as to  be 
s trong  in n u m b er fo r o th e r  m arches. B ut w h a t i f  the  num bers th a t ga thered  
on  the  m o rn in g  o f  Ju ly  31 fo r  th e  K en s in g to n  W elfare  R igh ts U n ion  
(K W R U ) m a rc h  o r  o n  T u esd ay  e v en in g  a t C ity  H all h a d  b lo ck ed  the 
a lread y  b lo ck ed  o f f  s tree ts  o f  C a m d e n ?  W h at i f  th e y  h ad  sim p ly  sa t in 
th o u sa n d s  on  th e  a ll- im p o rta n t B en  F rank lin . B rid g e  th a t lead s fro m  
C en tra l P h ilad e lp h ia  to  C a m d e n  the  n ig h t o f  the  o p e n in g  c e rem o n ies?  
In stead  o f  p o lice  su rro u n d in g  th o u sa n d s  o f  p ro te s te rs  from  all sid es in 
C e n tra l P h ila d e lp h ia , w h y  n o t th o u sa n d s  o f  p ro te s te rs  su r ro u n d in g  
d e leg a te s  on  all fron ts , b lo ck in g  the  B en  F ran k lin  B ridge  o n  each  en d  as 
soon  as b u se s  an d  lim o u sin e s  m a d e  th e ir  w ay  o n to  it?

S ure , su c h  an a c tio n  m ig h t h av e  re su lted  in h u n d red s  o f  a rre s ts , b u t 
i f  th e  m o b iliza tio n  w ere  s tro n g  en o u g h  in num b er, the  d e lay  in to  the 
e v e n in g 's  sch ed u led  fe stiv ities  m ig h t hav e  b een  p ro lo n g ed  en o u g h  to 
cance l the  p a rty  a ltogether. O r  it m ig h t have  p ro m p te d  the  d e leg a te s  to 
tak e  w id e ly  c irc u ito u s  a lte rn a tiv e  ro u te s  th a t w o u ld  hav e  fo rce d  the  
R e p u b lica n s, w h o  on  the  firs t n ig h t o f  th e ir  co n v en tio n  v o w ed  to  “ leave  
no  c h ild  b e h in d ” , to  see  w ith  th e ir  o w n  ey es  en tire  co m m u n itie s  left 
b eh in d  in  the  ag e  o f  th is  m u ch  to o  h era ld ed  “ m irac le  eco n o m y ’’.

S tra teg ica lly , o n e  m u st p ro ceed  such  that h er/h is  o p p o n en t c a n n o t 
h u t resp o n d  an d /o r  cap itu la te . A  su ccessfu l m an eu v er, in w h a tev e r arena , 
m u st p ro ceed  su ch  th a t it p ro d u c e s  an  effec t p re se n tin g  an ex ig e n c y  that 
d em an d s its  a d d ressee  to  resp o n d , reg a rd le ss  o f  w h e th e r  s /h e  w an ts  to  o r 
not. P ro te ste rs  c a n ’t be ig n o red  w h en  yo u  c a n ’t ge t to  y o u r  m illio n -d o lla r  
party . P overty  c a n ’t be sh ied  aw ay  fro m  w h en  y o u ’re  lo st in a lo w er 
in co m e n e ig h b o rh o o d  an d  y o u  h av e  to ask  fo r d irec tio n s. A t a  tim e  w h en

th e re  se em s to  b e  few  v ia b le  a lte rn a tiv es  on the  h o rizo n  fo r th o se  w ho  
d em an d  an d  im ag in e  a m o re  eq u itab le  d em o cracy , o u r p ro te s ts  n eed  to 
tak e  on  g re a te r  u rg en c ies. W e can  no  lo n g er a ffo rd  to m iss  an y  m o re  
o p p o rtu n itie s , no o n e  can  a ffo rd  to  m iss se e in g  th e  b ig  p ic tu re .
B u t a t a  tim e  w h en  o u r p ro te s ts  h a v e  been  p o rtray ed  in the  m a in stream  
m ed ia  as little  m o re  than  u n in te llig ib le  ac ts o f  v io len ce  o r  m isd ire c te d  
energy , w e m u st n e v e rth e le ss  ask  the d ifficu lt q u estio n : w h at o f  th is 
m ed ia  re p re sen ta tio n  is d eriv ed  from  m ed ia  ig n o ra n c e  an d  w h at o f  it 
m igh t b e  d e riv ed  fro m  o u r  o w n  stra teg ic  b lin d  sp o ts?

W h e n  th e  I ta l ia n  M a rx is t  A n to n io  G ra m sc i w ro te  h is  P r is o n  
N otebooks one  o f  h is  co n cern s w as the extent to  w h ich  subversion  (v io len t 
o r  o th e rw ise )  co u ld  a ffe c t a d isru p tio n  o f  th e  da ily  g rin d  o f  c iv il so c ie ty  
such  th a t th e  p red o m in an ce  o f  the  S ta te ’s  function ing  cou ld  be  in terrupted . 
T oday  w e m ig h t ask  h o w  it is th a t o u r ac tio n s , h o w e v e r co n ce iv ed , m igh t 
d isru p t the  u n q u e s tio n a b ility  o f  a  free d o m  th a t is m o re  o ften  sp o k e n  o f  
o n  the  te rm s o f  the  m ark e t (o r  the  d riv in g  o f  y o u r  n ew  H y u n d a i E lan tra ) 
ra th e r  than  th e  freedom  o f  c re a tin g  an d /o r fo ste rin g  p rac tices  th a t m igh t 
be  m o st c o n d u c iv e  to  o n e ’s s e l f  rea liza tion .

T h e  p o ss ib ility  o f  en g ag in g  in such  ac tio n s , how ev er, w a s  a  m o st 
d if f ic u l t  ta s k  fo r  th o se  w 'ho d e s c e n d e d  u p o n  L o s  A n g e le s  fo r  th e  
D em ocratic  N ational C o n v e n tio n . T h e  L os A n g e le s P o lice  D e p a rtm e n t's  
p la n n in g  re fle c te d  n o t o n ly  sh re w d  tac tica l b r illia n c e ; it w as  a lso  a  
sh o w case  o f  its p o te n tia l fo r raw , brutal force . It w as  an  o d d  sig h t indeed  
w h en  o n e  g azed  upo n  th e  u ltra  m o d ern  S tap les C e n te r  an d  its  fen ced  in 
p e rim ete r. T h e  la tte r  w as ch a rac te rized  by  15 fo o t fen ces  m o u n ted  upon  
4  foot c e m e n t b a rric a d e s  w h ich  w o v e  th e ir  w ay  a ro u n d  and  ab o u t the  
S tap le s  C en te r, co n s tru c tin g  a ra th e r  u n ique  sp a ce  o f  in ca rce ra tio n . A n d  
y e t, in s tea d  o f  h e ig h ten in g  th e  po ss ib le  se n se  th a t the  D em o cra ts  m igh t

h av e  fe lt fen ced  in th em se lv e s , im p riso n ed  w ith in  the  co ld  an d  em pty  
e x c lu s io n s  o f  the  p o p u lis t rh e to ric  th a t m ask s th e ir  co rp o ra te  m arriag es , 
an  u n fo rtu n a te  an d  stra te g ic a lly  id io tic  se rie s  o f  e v e n ts  fo llo w e d  on 
A u g u s t 14. In stead  o f  a ttem p tin g  to  h e ig h ten  fo r the  w h o le  w o rld  the  
se n se  in w h ich  L os A n g e le s  had  been  tran sfo rm ed  in to  a  s ta te  o f  m artia l 
law. a  se rie s  o f  ill-p lan n ed  m an eu v ers  (co u ld  y o u  e lab o ra te  on these  
m an eu v ers  e ith er here o r  in the  next p arag raph) ensued  and  p o lice  op ened  
fire  on h u n d re d s  o f  p ro te s te rs  w ith  ru b b e r b u lle ts  an d  te a r  gas can is te rs .

A n d  it w as  th ese  ev en ts , p ro v o k ed  m ere ly  by  d o zen s w ho  d istan c ed  
th e m se lv e s  from  th e  th o u sa n d s  and  w h o , d e sp ite  th e ir  in sis ten ce  to  the 
con trary , sh if ted  rep re sen ta tio n s  o f  the p ro te s ts  p re c ise ly  on to  se n sa tio n  
a n d  a w a y  f ro m  th e  issues. I t 's  o n e  th in g  to  ad v o c a te  v io len ce  in po litical 
s tru g g le  an d  fo llow  th ro u g h  in a  m an n er th a t a ttem p ts to m ax im ize  o n e ’s 
su b v e rs iv e  c ap ac itie s  ag a in s t th o se  o f  an  en em y  (h o w e v e r  fu tile  such  an 
ad v o cac y  m ig h t be  in ad v an ce d  c a p ita lis t s ta te s  w h o se  h eg em o n ic  c iv il 
so c ie ty  h as  n o t been  su ff ic ien tly  c o n te s te d ”). I t’s q u ite  a n o th e r  th in g  to 
en g ag e  in v io len ce  so rid ic u lo u s ly  fu tile  th a t it seem s co n triv ed .

In  sho rt, o u r  s tra teg ic  p lan n in g  m ig h t w an t to  co n s id e r  m o re  than  
ju s t  a  " to -d o ”  list o f  task s that co u ld  d isru p t po litics-as-usual in the  U nited  
S ta tes  (as  w e  tried  to ex am in e  in th e  c ase  o f  C a m d en ). W e m ig h t a lso  
w an t to  e lab o ra te  p rec ise ly  w h a t k ind  o f  d isru p tio n s  w e  w a n t to effec t 
by  e x c lu d in g  a c tio n s  th a t  m e re ly  re in fo rc e  a lre a d y  e x is tin g  p u b lic  
su p p o s itio n s  reg a rd in g  th e  p ro te s ts  ra th e r  th an  d isru p t them . T h is  does 
n o t n e c e s sa rily  im ply  a re jec tio n  o f  p o litica l v io len ce  tou t c o u rt: ra ther, 
it su g g e sts  the  need  to c o n tin u a lly  re -e v a lu a te  w hat k in d s o f  ac tio n s  are  
m o st c o n d u c iv e  to the d isru p tio n s  w e  w an t to  effec t. S im p ly  pul, w e 
w o u ld  m a k e  such  ev a lu a tio n  c o n tin g en t upon  th e  situ a tio n .

T h e  m e lee  that en su ed  o u ts id e  th e  S tap le s  C e n te r  w h en  a  g ro u p

e n g a g e d  in a  s tra teg ica lly  r id ic u lo u s  co n fro n ta tio n  e ffe c tiv e ly  ev acu a ted  
w h a te v e r  sp a ce  o f  c o n te s ta tio n  had  been  c la im ed  th ro u g h  m usic  an d  
c rea tiv ity . S uch  a r t  an d  c re a tiv ity  m a y  h a v e  ex p an d ed  th e  ch a in  o f  
s tru g g le  to th e  m an y  o f  th o se  p re sen t d u rin g  th e  co n c e r ts  th a t w ere  no t 
o v e rtly  inv o lv ed  in the  p ro tests  (i.e . the  re s id en ts  o f  L os A ng eles).

A n d  th is  is no w  o u r s tru g g le . V ery  few  A m e ric a n s  h a v e  to  be 
rem in d ed  o f  the  so c io -eco n o m ic  in eq u a lity  th a t they  ex p e rie n c e  on  a 
da ily  basis: indeed , w e a l l  know  it qu ite  w ell. K no w led g e  o f  an inequality  
is n o t a lw ay s su ff ic ien t g ro u n d s fo r ev e ry o n e  to  ac t upon it, so  it is crucial 
to  e s tab lish  w h ere in  o u r s tru g g le s  c o in c id e  w ith  th o se  o f  the  re s id en ts  o f  
the  c itie s  w e  in p art sh a re  d u rin g  the  d u ra tio n  o f  o u r  p ro tests .
A s E rn es to  L a c la u 's  q u o te  at th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th is  tex t su g g e sts , such  
lin k s  a re  n o t b o u n d  b y  th e  b as is  o f  an y  a  p rio r  n ecessity , b u t ra ther, 
b ecau se  o f  stra teg ic  in itia tives. T hat w e m arch  to g e th e r  d o es  n o t c o llap se  
th e  in d iv id u a l re a so n s  f o r  o u r  s tr ik in g  se p a ra te ly . A n d  o u r m arch in g  
to g e th er m o st ce rta in ly  m ean s  ex p an d in g  the  sp h e res in w h ich  w e m arch .

T h is  is o u r  c h a lle n g e -e sp e c ia lly  a t a tim e  w h e n  o u treach  to  the  
re s id en ts  o f  th e  co m m u n itie s  in w h ich  w e p ro te s t is v ita l to  fu rth erin g  a 
social m o v em en t. A nd  w hen  m ed ia  rep resen ta tio n s o f  o u r ac tio n s reduce  
o u r w ork  to  n o th in g  bu t sca tte red  fragm en ts o f  m ean ing , how  w e co n stru e  
o u r a llian ces  an d  a lo n g  w h at lines is o f  critica l im port. T h e  task  b e fo re  
all o f  us is to re p re se n t w h a t w e  a re  s tru g g lin g  ag a in s t a s  that w h ich  
p e o p le  c a n n o t b u t ac t upo n . +

*For a more detailed analysis o f  this, turn to the sections on military and political
science in Antonio Gram sci's Selections from  the Prison Notebooks.



In d o n esian  g o v e rn m en t an d  its b u sin e ss  a ffilia te s  fa tten  th em se lv e s  on  
A c e h ’s re so u rces , A ceh  rem a in s o n e  o f  th e  p o o re s t p ro v in ces , w ith  a 
v e ry  h ig h  n u m b e r  o f  its v illag es  liv in g  d isa s tro u sly  b e lo w  th e  p o v e rty  
level.

In  a d d itio n  to  th ese  eco n o m ic  d isp a ritie s , th e re  h av e  b een  n u m e r­
o u s g o v e rn m e n t e ffo rts  ad v o c a tin g  th a t A ceh  b eco m es a  re g u la r  te rri­
to ry  o f  In d o n esia  by  re v o k in g  its specia l s ta tu s an d  trea tin g  it as a  p ro v ­
in ce  th a t p la y e d  n o  s ig n if ican t ro le  in  In d o n e s ia ’s in d ep en d en ce . T hese  
fac ts  are  all in te rco n n ec ted  an d  a t the  ro o t o f  A c e h ’s s tru g g le  fo r in d e­
pend en ce . T h ese  p ro b lem s hav e  g iv en  rise  to the  F ree A ceh  m o v em en t, 
w h ich  seeks to ach ieve  po litica l, eco n o m ic  and  social au to n o m y  for A ceh. 
B u t in s tea d  o f  w o rk in g  to  re so lv e  the  so c io -p o litica l an d  eco n o m ic  co n ­
flic t th ro u g h  an  op en  d ia lo g u e , the  cen tra l g o v e rn m en t has, u n d er G en ­
eral S u h arto , m o b ilized  the  m ilita ry  to  in s titu tio n a lize  s ta te  v io len ce  and 
c o u n te r-in su rg e n cy  p ro g ram s. T h ese  m ilita ry  fo rces w ere  m o stly  d i­
rec ted  ag a in s t susp ec ted  m em b ers o f  the  in d ependence  m o vem en t. H o w ­
ever, th e  su sp ec ts  are  o ften  ch o sen  a rb itrarily , w ith o u t ev en  th e  k n o w l­
ed g e  o f  th e ir  nam es. T h e re fo re , the  m ilita ry  o p e ra tio n  has fa r ex cee d ed  
co u n te r-in su rg e n cy , c rea tin g  an  u n restric ted  a tm o sp h e re  o f  rap e , to rtu re  
an d  ran d o m  m urder. T h e  b ru ta lity  ag a in s t c iv ilian s  has co n s is ted  o f  
so m e o f  th e  m o st rev o ltin g  ac ts  im ag inab le . A fte r  th e  firs t m a jo r  e le c ­
tio n s in In d o n esia  in Ju n e  1999, a n ew  p res id en t, W ahid , w as e le c te d  to 
su p p la n t th e  p rev io u s d ic ta to r, G en ­
eral S uh arto . W ah id  is a  rad ica lly  
d iffe ren t le a d e r  th an  S u h arto , and  
h is a ttitu d e  to w ard  th e  Indon esian  
m ilita ry  reflec ts that. B ut W ahid has 
n o t in h e rite d  a  c lean  sla te , an d  the  
m ass p sy c h o lo g ic a l e ffec ts o f  liv ing  
th ro u g h  d e c a d e s  o f  v io le n c e  has 
ta k e n  a ra th e r  se c u re  h o ld  o f  the  
m in d s o f  so  m an y  In d o n esian s . O f  
co u rse , it is  c ritica l to  the  new  ad ­
m in is tra tio n  th a t th e  in te rn a tio n a l 
co m m u n ity  sees a new  an d  less v io ­
len t Indo n esia . H ow ever, the  steady
flow  o f  new s co m in g  o u t o f  In d o n esia  d o es n o t su p p o rt these  h o p es , and  
the  v io len ce  co n tin u es  today. T h e  g o v e rn m e n t-a p p o in te d  C o m m issio n  
on  H u m an  R ig h ts  has re c o m m en d ed  th a t th e  m ilita ry  be  d isc ip lin ed  and  
m ad e  accoun tab le  fo r its crim es, and  the  U nited  S ta tes has recen tly  th rea t­
en ed  rid ic u lo u s  an d  id io tic  m an d a te s  su ch  as “ P ut a  s to p  to th is  v io len ce , 
o r e lse  w e  w ill sto p  h e lp in g  y o u  to fund  y o u r  m ilita ry .”  T h ese  th ings, 
co u p led  w ith  th e  n ew  p res id en tia l lead ersh ip , m ay  all p ro v e  to be  red  
h e rrin g s , s in c e  la rg e  n u m b ers o f  m ilita ry  p e rso n n e l are  still in A ceh ; 
sp lin te r  g ro u p s  an d  rebel g ro u p s  are  a rm ed  an d  ac tive ; an d  th e  w ea lth y  
e lite , like the  w ea lth y  e lite  in an y  country , d esp ise  all d iss id en ts  w h o  
c ritic iz e  th e  ab u se  and  d istr ib u tio n  o f  th e ir  reso u rces . N eed less  to  say, 
the  k illin g s  hav e  n o t s topped .

It is a lso  a  ra th e r  w e ll-d o cu m en ted  fac t (fo r  ex am p le , th e re  w as 
ev en  ex ten s iv e  co v erag e  in B u sin ess W eek m ag az in e )  th a t M o b il O il 
p ro v id ed  lo g istica l su p p o rt to the  In d o n esian  m ilita ry  th ro u g h o u t th e ir  
s tay  in A ceh . T h e  m ilita ry  g o v e rn m en t u sed  M o b il 's  m ach in e ry  fo r the 
e x p lic it p u rp o se  o f  d ig g in g  m ass g rav es fo r the  d u m p in g  o f  c iv ilian  b o d ­
ies. M any  o f  th o se  found  d ead  are  the  co rp ses  o f  ch ild ren . F urther, 
M ob il has s ig n if ican tly  d ep le ted  the  rich  e n v iro n m en ta l re so u rces  there , 
ex h ib itin g  co m p le te  d isreg a rd  fo r th e  v il la g e ’s in te rd ep en d en cy  w ith  n a ­
ture. A n d  fina lly , so m e o f  th e  o ffice rs  in v o lv ed  in th ese  a tro c itie s  w ere  
tra in e d  in th e  U n ited  S ta tes. In ad d itio n  to th is , an o th e r  U .S . m u ltin a ­
tional oil com p an y , F re ep o rt-M c M o R a n , o ccu p ies  sp a ce  in W est P apua, 
and  is rep o rted ly  tak in g  a s im ila r  toll on th e  e n v iro n m en ta l so u rces  o f  
life fo r th e  in d ig en o u s p eo p les  there.

Ja fa r  re tu rn ed  to In d o n esia  at the  sta rt o f  th e  su m m e r o f  200 0  to 
co n tin u e  h is w o rk  there . B ut h is w h ereab o u ts  b ecam e  u n k n o w n  by  h is 
fam ily , frien d s an d  co m rad es  a t ap p ro x im a te ly  11:30 a .m ., Saturday , A u ­
g u st 5. U n til th is tim e , he h ad  been  ca llin g  h is fam ily  ev ery  tw o  h o u rs to 
in su re  th em  o f  h is safety . It w as im m ed ia te ly  fea red  th a t Ja fa r  had  been  
d e ta in ed  o r  k illed  by  so m e  u n k n o w n  g ro u p  w h o  fo u n d  h is w o rk  as a

h u m an  rig h ts  p e a c e  ac tiv is t to be  o b jec tio n ab le . It is k n o w n  in In d o n e ­
sia , in  th e  U n ited  S ta tes, an d  a ro u n d  the  w o rld  th a t Ja fa r  w a s  a lead in g  
ac tiv is t h a rd ly  sa fe  in M edan . A t the  tim e  o f  h is d isa p p e a ra n c e  he  w as 
trav e llin g  to  m e e t w ith  local p o litic ian s  an d  a  Ja p a n e se  te lev is io n  crew . 
U n q u es tio n ab ly , h e  w a s  in ten d in g  to  w o rk  w ith  th e m  o n  th e  issu e  o f  
A ceh . T h e  m o n th  o f  A u g u s t w as f illed  w ith  le tte r  w ritin g , fax in g , p h o n e  
ca llin g , and  m ostly , w ith  an x io u s , n erv o u s w aitin g . A ll the  ap p ro p ria te  
c o n su la te s  w ere  flo o d ed  w ith  dem an d s to  fin d  Jafar. S y d n ey  Jo n e s o f  
H um an  R ig h ts  W atch  ra llie d  su p p o rt to p ressu re  th e  a u th o ritie s  to  locate  
h im , an d  y e t  w e  a ll m u st h av e  se n sed  th e  p o in t a t w h ic h  lo o k in g  fo r a 
liv ing  m a n  w a s  u n rea lis tic .

O n  S ep tem b er 3, so m e  v illag e rs  rep o rted  a  fou l sm e ll co m in g  from  
a  rav in e  ju s t  o u ts id e  M e d an , w h ere  five b o d ies  w ere  fo u n d . A ll o f  the  
b o d ies w e re  w rap p ed  from  h ead  to  toe in b arb ed  w ire , th e ir  h an d s tied  
b eh in d  th e ir  b ack s , an d  w ere  sta b b ed  n u m ero u s  tim es. O n e  o f  tho se  
b o d ies w a s  J a fa r ’s. H is face  w as sm a sh ed  in. H is fam ily  p o sitiv e ly  
id en tified  h is  b o d y  on  S ep tem b er 5. It is su sp ec ted  th a t he  m ay  have 
b een  k illed  b y  m em b ers  o f  th e  In d o n esian  m ilita ry  a c tin g  o u ts id e  o f  the  
lin e  o f  co m m an d .

Ja far, w h ile  in  N ew  Y ork, w as  also  a  s tu d e n t in  th e  P o litica l S c i­
e n ce  d ep a rtm en t a t N ew  S chool U n iv ersity  w h ere  I am  a s tuden t. In 
ad d itio n  to  b e in g  a  s tu d e n t a t th e  un iversity , I a lso  w o rk  in the  O ffice  o f

A cad em ic  A ffa irs , a  p lace  w h ere  1 
w o u ld  s o m e tim e s  se e  J a f a r  2 -3  
tim es a  w eek . J a fa r ’s face  a lw ays 
w o re  th e  m o st b e a m in g  sm ile , one 
w h ic h  g re e te d  m e  w ith  p ro fo u n d  
s in c e rity  an d  w h ic h  in d ic a te d  his 
g en u in e  p leasu re  to  see m e. S o m e­
tim es, he  cam e  in  fo r  so m e o f  the  
m o st b a n a l th in g s :  H e n e e d e d  a 
fo rm  o f  so m e k in d  o r  an o th e r  o r  had  
q u es tio n s  ab o u t g en e ra l acad e m ic  
po lic ies . O ften  h e  w o u ld  co m e  to 
v is it a  co  w o rk e r o f  m in e , an d  a  very  
c lo se  frien d  o f  h is , w ith  w h o m  he 

co u ld  sp e ak  in In d o n esian . A b o u t a w eek  a fte r  he  b eg an  h is s tu d ies he  
cam e to  see  m e  to sta rt up a s tu d e n t g roup  ca lled  the  S tu d en t C o a litio n  
fo r A ceh . O n e  tim e , Ja fa r  an d  I w en t to g e t lun ch  tog e th er, an d  I a t­
tem p ted  to  d isc u ss  so m e m o re  perso n a l issu es w ith  h im . Ja fa r  w ou ld , 
very  po lite ly , cu t m e o f f  so  th a t he  cou ld  re tu rn  o u r a tten tio n  to h is cause . 
A n o th e r  tim e, Ja fa r  m et w ith  m y band  m ates an d  I to  reco rd  an  in te r­
view . W e se t u p  a  4 -track  m o ck  rad io  s tud io  in m y fr ie n d ’s k itch en , and  
Ja fa r  ju m p e d  at the  ch an ce  to  tak e  any  o p p o rtu n ity  to fu rth er th e  a w a re ­
ness o f  h is  cause . H e w as so p roud  w hen  I f in a lly  p re sen ted  h im  w ith  a 
C D  fea tu rin g  a  track  e n titled  “Ja fa r  S idd iq  H am zah .”  H is  sm ile , du ring  
that p re sen ta tio n , w as so m eh o w  in sp irin g  to m e . .. i f  y o u  co u ld  im agine  
a sm ile  b e in g  that.

A s a w e ll-k n o w n  h um an  r ig h ts  law y er in In d o n esia , J a fa r ’s nam e 
w as re fe ren ce d  w eek ly  in local n ew sp ap ers  th ro u g h o u t N o rth  S um atra . 
Yet, J a fa r  o p ted  to d riv e  a  tax i w h ile  he w as in N ew  Y ork C ity. H e d id 
th is on  the  w eek e n d s  and  late a t n ig h t in o rd e r  to  leav e  en o u g h  tim e  fo r 
h is po litica l ac tiv ities . H e n e v e r  to ld  m e th is. I learned  ab o u t th is  o c c u ­
p a tio n  o f  J a fa r ’s la te r  on , from  a friend  o f  h is. N e ith e r  d id  Ja fa r  e v e r  tell 
m e ho w  w id e ly  k n ow n  he  w as in h is h o m elan d . I su p p o se  th a t the  
ach iev em en ts  o f  n o to rie ty  and  c a ree r  w ere  n o t h is  real a im s, and  that 
th is  is w h y  he  n e v e r m en tio n ed  them . W h a t Ja fa r  rea lly  w an ted  w as the  
se cu rity  o f  p eace , sa fe ty  an d  freed o m  for h is p eop le . Ja fa r  w as th e  m o st 
ac tiv e  an d  re len tle ss  id ea lis t I hav e  ev e r  m et. H e w as a  m an  w h o  n ev e r 
sto p p e d  f ig h tin g  fo r  h is ideal, an d  w ho  n ev e r sto p p e d  try in g  to  tran sfe r  
h is id ea lism  to reality . I f  I had  n o t know n Ja fa r  in a m ore p erso n a l w ay, 
th e  new s ab o u t h im  w o u ld  hav e  m ad e  m e th in k  o f  so m e  a b s trac t fre e ­
dom  figh te r, in access ib le  to  reg u la r  fo lks, an d  p erh ap s  ev en  su p e rh u ­
m an . I f  1 had  n o t k n o w  h im , lea rn in g  ab o u t Ja fa r  m ay  h av e  fe lt like the 
o v e rw h e lm in g  love  o f  hu m an ity  th a t I feel w h en  lea rn in g  ab o u t E m m a 
G o ld m an  from  h er au to b io g rap h y . Yet, h is c o n s is te n t p re se n c e  in  m y 
ev e ry d ay  en v iro n m en t n e v e r m ad e  h im  ap p ea r th is  w ay  to  m e. Ja fa r



w as the  ex trao rd in a ry  d em y stif ied . H e m ad e  m e rea lize  th a t p eo p le  v ic ­
tim ized  fo r  sp e ak in g  o u t ag a in s t sy s tem ic  eco n o m ic  o p p ress io n  an d  p o ­
litical ty ran n y  a re  no t a b s trac t h e ro es th a t w e sh o u ld  acce p t as fo d d e r for 
th e  fires  o f  o u r le f tis t ag en d as . T h ese  v ic tim s a re  p eo p le  r ig h t h e re  on 
earth . T h ey  a re  w a lk in g  am o n g s t u s  in d is tin c t an d  u n d e tec ted , w ith  th e ir  
o w n  p e rso n a l b a ttles  an d  o v e r-p riced  ap artm en ts .

I f  J a fa r  h a d  been  m o re  o f  a  s tu d e n t and  less  o f  an  ac tiv is t h e  m ay  
still be  a liv e  today. I f  he  w as m o re  se lfish  an d  i f  he w as less fo cu sed  on 
h is  cau se  p e rh ap s  he w o u ld  still be  a live . B ut w h a t w as so  beau tifu l 
ab o u t Ja fa r  w as th a t he  reco g n ized  th a t th e  w o rld  is b ig g e r  th an  he w as. 
A n d  w h a t is so  trag ic  ab o u t h is d ea th  is th a t he  w a s  k ille d  fo r  b e liev in g  
in tha t. B u t I do  no t th in k  th is  m ean s Ja fa r  sh o u ld  hav e  been  an y  q u ie te r  
th an  he  w as. H e w as k illed  b ecau se  he re fu sed  to  a c c o m m o d a te  the 
w ish es o f  h is m u rd ere rs . W h at is so sc a ry  ab o u t th is  is th e  fact th a t m o st 
o f  o u r  p lan e t is still en tire ly  u n aw are  o f  J a fa r ’s cau se , an d  th a t he  w as 
n o t ev en  as lo u d  an d  v isib le  as one w o u ld  th in k  m ig h t ro u se  h is o p p o ­
nen ts  to  m urder. J a fa r ’s cen tra l p o litica l cau se , th e  w e lfa re  o f  A ceh  and 
its  p eo p le , n e v e r  rea lly  a ch iev ed  th e  v is ib ility  o r  fam ilia r ity  in g lobal 
c o n sc io u sn ess  th a t he h im se lf  w o u ld  have  w an ted . A nd  still, b y  c o m ­
p ariso n  to  any  g iv en  O ly m p ic  even t, the  p u b lic ity  o f  A ceh  is v irtu a lly  
unspec tacu la r. T h e re fo re , h is o p p o n en ts  sh o u ld  hav e  had  so m e o th e r  
reco u rse  b es id es  m urder. T h e  frig h ten in g  tru th  is th a t Ja fa r  w as a lready  
too  loud  an d  to o  v isib le  a c co rd in g  to  th o se  o p p o n en ts  o f  p eace  an d  ju s ­
tice  w h o  c la im ed  h is life.

W e m u st ed u ca te  o u rse lv es  ab o u t th e  s itu a tio n  an d  c o n d itio n s  Ja fa r  
fo u g h t for, b ecau se  it w ill tak e  at least th ree  tim es th e  read e rsh ip  o f  th is 
m ag az in e  to resto re  th e  v o lu m e o f  h is so lita ry  vo ice . J a fa r ’s v o ice  need s 
to  be  re s to red , b ecau se  th e  on ly  th in g  th a t co u ld  m ak e  h is  m u rd e r c o m ­
p le te  w o u ld  b e  i f  J a fa r ’s dea th  s ilen c ed  h is  stru g g le . I th in k  th a t th is is 
th e  w ay  he  w o u ld  see  it h im self. It w as n o t h is bod y  th a t th ey  w an ted  
d ead , bu t h is  w ork , and  o u r c o n tin u ed  re lu c tan ce  to  ad d ress J a fa r ’s is­
su es is th e  o n ly  g u a ran tee  th a t h is m u rd e re rs  w ill g e t w h a t th ey  w an ted . 
T h e  o n ly  real ju s t ic e  th a t can  b e  d e liv e red  to  h is k ille rs  w o u ld  be  to  tak e  
th e  v e ry  th in g  th ey  w an ted  to  k ill, an d  to  k eep  it b r ig h t w ith  v ita lity .

F o r such an endeavor, I kn o w  th a t it w o u ld ’v e  helped  to  kn o w  Ja fa r ’s 
sm ile . O f  that, w e  hav e  tru ly  been  d ep riv ed . A s fo r m e . .. I th in k  I w ill 
u se  h is  sm ile  still - fo r w h en  I reca ll it I am  w arm ed , an d  D e c e m b e r  is 
here . *

F o r  M o re  I n f o r m a t io n ...
... o n  J a fa r ’s d isa p p ea ra n ce  a n d  m urder:

1. N ew sd ay , A u g u s t 9, 2000
2. LA  T im es, S ep tem b er 17, 20 0 0
3. E ast T im o r A ction  N etw o rk  < w w w .e tan .o rg /n ew s/2 0 0 0 b / 
ja fa rm m .h tm > .

... on M o b il’s in v o lv em en t in A ceh:
1. B u s in ess W eek, D ece m b e r 28, 1998

... on  F re ep o rt M c M o ran  in W est Papua:
1. Y ou can  read  abo u t th e ir  occu p a tio n  in Indo n esia  on  th e ir  w eb site  
a t w w w .fcx .co m , bu t the  rep o rts  o f  th e ir  ab u ses  h ad  co m e  to  m e 
d irec t from Jafar.

... on  A c e h ’s P o litica l H is to ry  w ith  Indo n esia :
1. T apol R ep o rt, “ A  R e ign  o f  T error: H u m an  R ig h ts  V io la tio n s in 
A c e h -1 9 9 8 -2 0 0 0 "
2 . A m n es ty  In te rn a tio n a l’s repo rt: “H u m an  R igh ts V io la tio n s in 
A c e h .”

http://www.fcx.com


T h e  2 n d  

U n d e r g r o u n d  P u b l i s h i n g  C o n f e r e n c e

J U N E  2 3 - 2 4 ,  2 0 0 1

B O W L I N G  G R E E N ,  O H I O

O n e  w e e k e n d .

H u n d r e d s  o f  p e o p l e .  

T h o u s a n d s  o f  p r o j e c t s .

I n f i n i t e  I n s p i r a t i o n .

D i s c u s s io n s ,  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  a n d  w o r k s h o p s  b y  a n d  f o r  p e o p le  

w h o  c r e a t e  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  t h e  w o r ld  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e d i a .  

U P C O N 2 0 0 1  i s  a  c o n f e r e n c e  f o r  Z in e s t e r s ,  A c t iv i s t s ,  C o m ic  A r t i s t s ,  

H a c k e r s ,  L ow  P o w e r  FM B r o a d c a s t e r s ,  L ib r a r i a n s ,  W e b  D e s ig n e r s ,  

F i lm m a k e r s ,  M u s i c i a n s ,  A r t i s t s ,  A c a d e m ic s ,  S t r e e t  T h e o r i s t s ,  R e a d e r s  a n d  

W r i te r s .  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  YOU!

f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t io n :

2 1 6  S o u th  C h u r c h  S t  

B o w lin g  G r e e n ,  OH 4 3 4 0 2  

e m a i l :  u p c 2 0 0 1 @ h o t m a i l . c o m  

o r  v i s i t  w w w .c l a m o r m a g a z i n e .o r g





W e  H a v e  t h e  F a c t s  a n d  W e ’ r e  V o t i n g  U n d e c i d e d

P r o g r e s s  a n d  P o v e r t y

i n  a n  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  T o w n

w o r d s  a n d  p h o t o s  b y  S c o t t  L . I n d r i s e k

10 /08 /00 : E n jo y in g  th e  view f ro m  the  lo w e r  p o r t io n  o f  G eo rg e  Street. 
P e o p le  s itt in g  o u ts id e  w ith  books a n d  c ig a re tte s , th e  tra in  tre llis  b r id g e  in 
the  d is tan c e , h ig h -rise s  a n d  m in ia tu re  sk y sc ra p e rs  h o u s in g  b an k s a n d  
b u sin e ss  su its. T ired o f  in terv iew s. H av e  g e n e ra lly  ru n  o u t o f  u sa b le  a u ­
d io  ta p e  to  m ak e  a n y  m o re  reco rd in g s . T ired o f  p u b lic  re la tio n s , fa c tu a l  
sp in , g ra p h s  a n d  c h a r ts , c o n tra d ic tio n s  a n d  h a lf-tru th s . Two w eeks s in c e  
I  b e g an  the  m assiv e  task  o f  ta c k lin g  th is city, h y in g  to  r ip  it op en  a t  the 
seam s, n o t re a liz in g  th a t  a  c ity  is a  b e a s t a l l  its  ow n, a  c re a tu re  w ith h a l f  
a  dozen  h e a d s  a n d  a  m illion  se c re ts . T rying to  m ak e  so m e  se n se  o f  these  
num bers, co n v e rsa tio n s , p r o p a g a n d a  p am p h le ts , r a d ic a l  n e w sp rin t p a m ­
p h le ts . W here to  begin .

F irs t an ab rid g ed  lesson  in h is to ry  and  g e o g rap h y  is in o rder, b r ie f  
an d  to  th e  p o in t. N e w  B ru n sw ic k  is s itu a ted  n e a r  th e  c e n te r  o f  N e w  Je r­
sey, th e  m alic io u sly  an d  in accu ra te ly  d escrib ed  a rm p it o f  A m erica , w here  
it en jo y s c lo se  p ro x im ity  by  train  to bo th  M a n h a ttan  and  P h ilad e lp h ia . 
F or th is  reaso n , it’s o ften  been  d u b b ed  th e  H u b  C ity ; it has a lte rn a te ly  
been  k n o w n  as the  H e a lth c a re  C ity  fo r its h igh  n u m b e r  o f  m ed ical fa c ili­
ties, an d  fo r  one  b r ie f  p o in t in m isg u id ed  tim e , th e  n e x t S ea ttle  fo r its 
b u rg eo n in g  b a r  and  m usic  scene . T h e  c ity  is a lso  th e  h o m e  to R u tg ers , the  
sta te  U n iv e rsity  o f  N ew  Jersey .

W itness th e  fate  o f  u rban  cen te rs  ac ro ss A m erica . In the  ea rly  ‘70s 
N ew  B ru n sw ick  w as do w n  on its luck. T h e  s tree ts  w ere  d an g e ro u s, and  
the  Jo h n so n  &  Jo h n so n  co rp o ra tio n  (w h o se  m ain  h ead q u arte rs  are  lo ­
ca ted  in to w n ) w as e n te rta in in g  th e  n o tion  o f  ju m p in g  ship . W itness the  
b irth  o f  an  u rb an  ren ew a l p ro je c t tha t in v o lv ed  the  b u ild in g  o f  a h ig h - 
c lass  ho te l, th e  H yatt R egency , in a  fo rm erly  tro u b le d  re sid en tia l area. In 
1976, a p r iv a te /p u b lic  p a rtn e rsh ip  w as c rea ted  in  th e  w ay  o f  tw o  o rg an i­
zations: D E V C O  (N ew  B run sw ick  D evelopm en t C orp o ra tio n , responsib le  
for re b u ild in g  th e  d o w n to w n  area) and  N ew  B ru n sw ic k  T o m o rro w  (d e d i­
ca ted  to  h e lp in g  soc ial needs). D E V C O  P re sid en t C h ris  P alad ino : "M a n y  
p eo p le  m iss  th e  ‘o ld ’ N ew  B runsw ick . It w as k in g  o f  like the W ild  W est.” 
Indeed , the  s ite  o f  the  cu rre n t S u m m it B ank  b u ild in g  u sed  to  h o u se  an X - 
ra ted  m o v ie  th ea te r, an d  th e  n u m b er o f  liq u o r licen ses w as d isp ro p o rtio n ­
a te  to its sm all size. D E V C O ’s m iss io n , w ith  th e  he lp  o f  co u n ty  an d  c ity  
g o v e rn m en t, w as to re fu rb ish  th e  c ity  o f  N ew  B ru n sw ic k , to  he lp  it avo id  
the  d ism al fa te  o f  o th e r  Je rsey  u rb an  cen te rs  su ch  as C am den .

T h is  has m ean t a g rea t deal o f  m o n ey -ra is in g  and  co rp o ra te  financed  
co n s tru c tio n . D E V C O  p ro m o tio n a l p h o to g rap h s  sh o w  a p o rtio n  o f  the  
d o w n to w n  area  in 1972 (d a rk  s tree ts , c ru m b lin g  s id e w a lk s, sad  f lic k erin g  
neon  sto res) th a t w as rep laced  by  a  m o d ern  e p ic e n te r  (S T A R B U C K S , an 
u p sca le  k n ick -k n ack  sho p , an ex p en siv e  m ic ro b rew  pub). O n  an aes th e tic  
level, th e  im p ro v e m e n t is rem ark a b le , no t to  m en tio n  the  fac t th a t the

fo rm e rly  d a n g e ro u s  n e ig h b o rh o o d  has b eco m e  su b d u ed , secu re , ideal for 
la te -n ig h t w a lk s an d  sid e w a lk  cafes.

V iew ed  sup e rfic ia lly , it is co n v en ien t to a p p rec ia te  th e  new  N ew  
B ru n sw ic k  w ith o u t a sk in g  m an y  q u estio n s . U nfo rtu n a te ly , th e  situ a tio n  
is fa r m o re  co m p lex . D esp ite  b e in g  a  m o d e m , u p sca le  co m m erc ia l cen ter, 
and  th e  h o m e  to  th o u sa n d s  o f  R u tg ers  U n iv e rs ity  co lleg e  s tu d e n ts . N ew  
B ru n sw ick  is a lso  th e  s to m p in g  g ro u n d  o f  a  41,711 natura l re s id en ts  (m ost 
lik e ly  d isc o u n tin g  the  la rg e r  n u m b e r  o f  im m ig ran ts  w ith o u t legal p apers). 
S ittin g  o u ts id e  S ta rb u ck s  on  G eo rg e  S tree t, the sc e n e  is m o re  su rrea l th an  
co m forting . E arly  m o rn in g  busin essm en  stro ll by, b rie fcases in hand , w hile  
th e  h o m eless  sm o k e  c ig a re tte s  and  the  m en ta lly  ill reg u la r  sp e ak s  R u s­
sian  to  an  in v is ib le  co m p an io n .

R u tg ers  U n iv e rs ity  h as a stro n g h o ld  on  o n e  end  o f  to w n , th e  m ain  
cam p u s b e in g  su rro u n d ed  b y  c lu s te rs  o f  o ff-cam p u s stu d e n t ho u sin g . T he 
b ase  o f  G eo rg e  S tree t ( fo n n e r ly  the  d ev as ta ted , b u rn ed -o u t a rea  in the  
‘70s) m ark s  the  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  n o n -u n iv e rs ity  secto r. G eo rg e  p ro ceed s 
up  severa l b lo ck s , o p en s o u t in to  M o n u m e n t S q u are  an d  the  th e a te r  d is­
tric t, d escen d s in to  a  s tre tch  o f  s lig h tly  d ilap id a ted  resid en tia l housing , 
p asses  the  M e m o ria l H o m es p u b lic  h o u sin g  p ro jec t, an d  f in a lly  em p ties  
o u t in to  the  g reen  law n s and  b rick  b u ild in g s  o f  th e  W o m en ’s C o lleg e  o f  
R u tg e rs  U niversity .

P a lad in o  again : “ Is N ew  B ru n sw ic k  b e tte r  o f f  th an  it w as in 1980? A  
s im p le  q u es tio n  to ask . S im p le  q u e s tio n .”  T h e  cru x  o f  th e  m a tte r  is that 
th e  cu rre n t sta te  o f  th e  c ity  is an y th in g  b u t s im p le , bu t ra th e r  a fru s tra tin g  
co n g lo m e ra tio n  o f  co rp o ra te  in te rests , p riv a te  in te rests , acad e m ic  in ter­
es ts , an d  a q u es tio n  o f  g en era l soc ia l w elfa re  th a t b eg s a  d e e p e r in v es tig a ­
tion .

T h e  P e o p le ’s P a rty  is a  local g rass  ro o ts  cam p a ig n  p rep a rin g  i tse lf  
fo r th e  c ity  co u n c il e lec tio n  in N ovem ber. M o re  o f  a co a litio n  th an  a true 
po litica l party , th e  g ro u p  en lis ts  a m ix tu re  o f  D em o cra ts , R e p u b lican s, 
S o c ia lis ts , and  an arch is ts  to  pu sh  th e ir  17 -po in t p la tfo rm  th a t u rg es c iti­
z e n s ’ rig h ts  and  p a rtic ip a tio n  in g o v e rn m en t. I sp o k e  w ith  cam p aig n  m a n ­
a g e r  X av ie r  H an sen  an d  asso c ia te  F ran k  B rig h t a t the  p a r ty ’s o ffice  - the  
b a sem en t o f  a h o u se  in th e  n o n -co m m erc ia lize d  reg io n  o f  th e  city , pas t 
th e  o ffice  b u ild in g s  and  the  pubs. D esc rib in g  the  in flu x  o f  co rp o ra te  in ­
te rests  at the  e x p en se  o f  re sid en tia l territo ry , H ansen  b ecam e  em phatic : 
“W h en  th ey  do  it in Y u goslav ia  i t ’s ca lled  e th n ic  c lean sin g . W h en  th ey  do 
it in N ew  B ru n sw ic k , i t ’s ca lled  re d e v e lo p m e n t...b u t w h a t it is is the  m as­
s iv e , c o n tin u o s , m e th o d ic a lly  p la n n e d  d es tru c tio n  o f  c o m m u n itie s  o f  
p eo p le  o f  co lo r.” H e c ited  th e  ex am p le  o f  th e  H yatt R eg en cy  h o te l, w h ich  
sits  on the  fo rm e r s ite  o f  a  n e ig h b o rh o o d  th a t w as p red o m in an tly  A frica n - 
A m erican .

W h en  I b ro u g h t u p  se n tim e n ts  e x p re sse d  b y  D E V C O  p re s id e n t 
P a lad in o , B rig h t w as n o t im pressed . “ W h a t I ’m  sa y in g  is th a t th ese  guys 
are b u llsh itting  y o u .” “T h is is happ en in g  in every  u rban cen te r in A m erica ,” 
H an sen  ad d ed , “ W h e re v e r you  go, th e re ’s a lw ay s  so m e d o m in an t d e v e l­
o p e rs  an d  co rp o ra te  p a rtn e rs  w h o  d ec id ed  in the  ea rly  ‘70s to  tak e  back  
th e  c ities ... .”  H e sp eak s con fiden tly , p assio n a te ly , w h en  d e sc rib in g  c ity  
g o v e rn m e n t co rru p tio n  in th e  la te  ‘80s th a t led to  th e  p ro secu tio n  o f  o ffi­
c ia ls  ra n g in g  fro m  th e  law  d irec to r  to  the  c h ie f  o f  p o lice . “ I t’s the  sam e 
p eo p le  in p o w e r  [now ], i t ’s ju s t  d iffe ren t n am es, d iffe ren t fa m ilie s .”

T h e  rad ica l rh e to ric  is in fec tio u s, a lth o u g h  I had  o n ly  th a t m o rn in g  
sa t in P a la d in o ’s o ffice , lis ten in g  to  h im  d ism iss m an y  o f  th e  a rg u m en ts  
th a t I w o u ld  h e a r  th e  P e o p le ’s P arty  m a k e  la te r  in th e  day. C o m p a re  
H a n se n ’s o p in io n , fo r in stan c e  (“ D E V C O  is a fro n t o rg an iza tio n  fo r the 
d e v e lo p e r  and  b a n k in g  in d u stry ” ) to the  c ity  m a y o r ’s o w n  s ta n ce  that 
a p p e a r s  in th e  c o r p o r a t i o n ’s in fo  p a c k e t  ( “ D E V C O  s h a re s  N e w



B ru n sw ic k ’s v is io n  o f  a  d y n am ic  an d  p ro sp e ro u s  c ity  w h ere  d e v e lo p ­
m e n t is p aced  to  ev o lv e  w ith  th e  n eed s an d  e lev a ted  sta n d a rd s  o f  th e  
p eo p le  w h o  live, w ork , an d  p lay  h e re .” ). T h e  P e o p le ’s P arty  line  is a 
m ix tu re  o f  h e a r tfe lt ac tiv ism  an d  p a ran o ia . S ittin g  w ith  H an sen  and  
B righ t, i t ’s easy  to  im ag in e  local g o v e rn m en t as a  d esp o tic , F asc ist 
reg im e, o p e ra tin g  so le ly  u n d er p rin c ip le s  o f  co rp o ra te  ad v an ce m e n t 
an d  perso n a l in terests . U n fo rtu n a te ly , b u y in g  w h o leh ea rted ly  in to  th is 
o u tlo o k  w o u ld  be  no  b e tte r  th an  sim p ly  acce p tin g  th e  cu rre n t u rban  
re d e v e lo p m e n t as an  aes th e tic  im p ro v e m e n t to  N e w  B ru n sw ic k . W hen  
I a sk ed  P a lad in o  i f  he  b e liev ed  the  d ev e lo p m en t h ad  co m e  a t the  e x ­
p en se  o f  so m e th in g  e lse  (th e  poor, the  w o rk in g  c la ss , e tc .)  h is  re sp o n se  
w as v ague: “N o t in an y  g rea t part, bu t y o u  h av e  to  m ak e  q u a lita tiv e  
p o lic ie s  o f  w h a t y o u ’re  try in g  to  acco m p lish . A n d  I th in k  as lo n g  as the  
w ay  y o u  im p lem en t th o se  p o lic ie s  is fair, an d  ev en h an d e d .”

F o r an  o rg an iza tio n  th a t h as such  a la rge  hand  in th e  a ffa irs  o f  the 
city , q u es tio n s  o f  fa irn ess are  c ru c ia l. C o m p are  th e  rac ia l m ak e-u p  o f  
the  c ity  (ap p ro x im a te ly  34  p e rcen t b lack , 51 p ercen t w h ite , 20  p ercen t 
H isp a n ic -th e se  f ig u res m ig h t vary  s lig h tly  d e p en d in g  o n  the  so u rce)

to  the  b oard  o f  d ire c ­
to rs  o f  D E V C O  (one 
b lack  m an  (a B ap tis t 
m in is te r), no  H isp an - 
ic s , a n d  13 w h ite s ) . 
K eep  in m in d , a lso ,

t h a t  n e w  a p p o i n t ­
m en ts  to  the  b o ard  o f  
d ire c to rs  a re  c h o se n  
by  c u rre n t m e m b e rs  
o f  th e  b o a r d  w h o  
n a m e  th e i r  o w n  r e ­
p lacem en ts . D E V C O  
is ab le  to  s id e step  th is 
is s u e  b e c a u s e  it is , 
f irs t an d  fo rem o st, a  
C O R P O R A T I O N ,  

an d  c o rp o ra tio n s  are  no t o b lig a ted  to  ho ld  open  e lec tio n s  fo r board  
m em bers.

W h a t d o  th e  p eo p le  th em se lv e s  h av e  to  say? T h e  P e o p le ’s P arty  
he ld  a  su rv ey  o f  re s id en ts  to  in q u ire  c o n c e rn in g  th e  m a in  p ro b lem s 
w ith  life  in  N e w  B ru n sw ic k . T h ey  g av e  m e a co p y  o f  th re e  such  su r­
veys. A  certa in  b ia s  m u st b e  o b se rv ed , co n s id e rin g  th e  fac t th a t 1,000 
su rv ey  fo rm s w ere  co m p le te d  in to tal an d  m o st c o m m en ts  ra ised  tro u ­
b lin g  q u es tio n s . A  b r ie f  sa m p lin g  in v o lv in g  c ity  life , eco n o m ics an d  
th e  po lice : “ T h ey  [po lice] w o u ld  a lw ay s  slap  m y  b ro th e r  in th e  face 
w ith  a  w a lk ie  t a l k i e . . .T h e  p o l ic e  tr y  to  g e t  m y  f a th e r  to  se ll  
d r u g s . . .F U C K  S T A R B U C K S ...S o m e d ev e lo p m en t in  o u r  co m m u n ity  
is n o t to  h e lp  an d  ex p an d  o u r co m m u n ity , it is to  m o v e  u s  o u t...B ig  
b u sin e ss  sh o u ld  no t co n tro l sm all b u sin e sse s , such  as J& J b u y in g  up 
th e  to w n ... .”  W itn ess a  c ity  th a t is  c o n fu sed  ab o u t its  ow n  iden tity . A  
c ity  th a t o ften  se em s u n su re  o f  its m o tiv es , its  p o p u la tio n , its  fu tu re  in 
an y  se n se  o th e r  th an  v isu a lly  an d  co rpo ra te ly .

T h e  p o litic s  an d  m iss io n  sta te m e n ts  o f  th e  c ity  o f  N e w  B ru n sw ic k

are  n early  im p o ss ib le  to  d e c ip h e r a t tim es. F o r in stan ce , ho w  a p p li­
cab le  d o es a  te rm  su ch  as th e  d es ire s  o f  o u r re s id e n ts  b eco m e  w h e n  o u r 
resid en ts  in c lu d e  a fflu en t co lleg e  s tuden ts , w o rk e rs  o f  a  varie ty  o f  races, 
the  hom eless and  u rban  businessm en? L ocal new sp ap er co lu m n ist D avid  
H arris su m s up th e  eco n o m ic  s itu a tio n  in to w n  su cc in c tly : “ W ill th ey  
n o t b e  sa tis f ie d  un til w e  ag ree  to  w o rk  a t sh o e -sh in e  s ta n d s in f ro n t o f  
u p -scale  restau ran ts?” S ocia list P ro fesso r N o rm an  M ark o w itz  com pared  
in v o lv em en t in local p o litic s  to  “b a n g in g  y o u r  h ead  ag a in s t th e  w a ll,” 
lik en in g  B ig  B u s in ess  to  th e  R o b b e r B aro n s o f  th e  la te  18 00s. T h e  goal 
o f  cu rre n t re d e v e lo p m e n t se em s to  be  b rin g in g  a  new , m o re  a fflu en t 
p o p u la tio n  in to  th e  c ity  lim its . T h is  can n o t b e  fau lted  in an d  o f  its e lf  - 
a f te r  a ll, o n e  can n o t ex p ec t th e  c ity  g o v e rn m en t to  b e  ra lly in g  fo r an 
in crease d  lo w -in co m e , u n em p lo y ed , o r h o m eless  p o p u la tio n -b u t the  
q u es tio n  is w h e th e r  o r  n o t a d eq u a te  se rv ices a re  b e in g  p ro v id ed  fo r the  
p o o r  th a t a lread y  liv e  here , an d  h av e  liv ed  h e re  fo r  m a n y  y ears . A  m u l­
titude  o f  u p sc a le  es tab lish m en ts  h av e  se t d o w n  ro o ts  in N e w  B ru n sw ick  
w ith in  th e  pas t years: N o rth s ta r  (a  trendy  tap as  b a r  w ith  m y riad  m arti­
n is and  fru it sa n g ria ), C ly d e ’s ( th in k  so m b e r lig h tin g , w o o d -p an e lin g , 
M an h a ttan ), La F o n tan a  (b o ttle s  o f  w ine , so m e o f  w h ich  to p  th e  charts 
a t c lo se  to  $ 3 ,000). A t the  sa m e  tim e , the  d em o litio n  o f  th e  p ro jec ts , the 
M e m o ria l H o m es co m p le x  a  m ile  o r  so  fro m  th e  cen tra l d o w n to w n  
area , is  b e in g  p lan n ed . T h e  card in a l sin  is  ch e e rin g  th e  aes th e tic  an d  
eco n o m ic  ad v a n c e m e n t o f  th e  c ity  w ith o u t e x am in in g  th e  soc ia l sta tu s 
o f  th e  eco n o m ica lly  d ise n fra n c h ise d -th e  n a tu ra l re s id en ts  w h o  ( to  m o st

co lleg e  s tu d e n ts , fo r ex am p le )  do  n o t ex ist.
“N e w  B ru n sw ic k ’s a lw ay s been  k in d  o f  a lab o ra to ry  o f  w h a t are 

trends fo r u rban  red ev e lo p m en t,”  D E V C O ’s P alad ino  exp la in ed . “ W hat 
w e ’re  se e in g  is th a t th e re ’s a  real co m in g  h o m e  o f  p eo p le  w h o  w an t to 
live  in c itie s  again . I th in k  o v e r  th e  n ex t fiv e  y e a rs  th e re  w ill b e  a  tre ­
m en d o u s am o u n t o f  co n s tru c tio n  and  ho u sin g . T hat w ill on ly  b o ls te r  
o u r  ab ility  to  a ttrac t q u a lity  re ta il. I ce rta in ly  see  in  th e  n e x t fiv e  y ea rs  
to  h a v e , y o u  know , G A P, B an an a  R e p u b lic ...”  V iew ed  as a  w h o le , th e  
c o n cep t o f  hav in g  a  G A P  five  b locks aw ay  fro m  th e  s ite  o f  a p u b lic ­
h o u sin g  p ro je c t b eco m es lud ic ro u s. A nd  the  h o m eco m in g  o f  p eo p le  
w h o  a re  o n ce  ag a in  d es irin g  u rb an  life co m es at the  e x p en se  o f  the  
p o o r  th a t h av e  n e v e r  h ad  a  cho ice .

T h e  idea  b eh in d  the  p ro p o sed  d es tru c tio n  o f  M e m o ria l H om es, as 
ex p la in ed  to  m e  b y  c ity  p la n n e r  G lenn  P a te rso n , is  th a t s tu d ies argue  
ag a in s t th e  cu rre n t se tup : m an y  p o o r  re s id en ts  liv in g  in d en se  h igh - 
rises , s lig h tly  rem o v ed  fro m  th e  rest o f  th e  u rb an  p o p u la tio n . T h e  goal, 
then , is to red istribu te  the  p oor into m ixed incom e neighbo rh o o d s, w here  
th ey  w ill liv e  s id e  b y  sid e  w ith  c itizen s in v a ried  eco n o m ic  b rackets. 
E m p lo y m en t am o n g s t th e  p o o r  m ig h t in crease , fo r  in stan ce , w h en  th ey  
h av e  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  m ak e  jo b  co n tac ts  in  a  n e ig h b o rh o o d  th a t is  n o t 
e n tire ly  f in an c ia lly  h an d icap p ed . A n d  so th e  h ig h -rise s  w ill d isap p ear, 
an d  n ew  h o m es w ill b e  c rea ted  in v ario u s p a rts  o f  th e  city . T h e  p ro b lem  
is o n e  o f  n u m b ers. T ake M em oria l H om es (h o u sin g  so m e w h ere  a ro u n d  
248  lo w -in co m e  fam ilies) an d  co m p are  th is  to  th e  p lan n ed  co n s tru c ­
tion  o f  a lo w er n u m b er o f  m ix ed  incom e h o u sin g  un its. T h is  m eans 
th a t th e  co n v e rs io n  o f  p ro jec t resid en ts  in to  the  m ix ed  in co m e  n e ig h ­
b o rh o o d s  w ill n o t b e  100 p e rc e n t- in  o th e r  w o rd s , so m e  p e o p le  w ill 
h av e  to  ch o o se  to  leav e  to w n . P a te rso n  ex p la in ed  th a t m an y  re sid en ts , 
o f  th e ir  o w n  acco rd , d ec id e  to  re tu rn  to  th e  p laces  th ey  w e re  b o m , o r



p e rh ap s  m o v e  re s id e n c e s  to  b e  c lo se  to a p lace  o f  em p lo y m en t. V ouch­
ers a re  g iv en  to  su b s tan tia lly  a id  lo w er-in co m e  re sid en ts  in f in d in g  a f­
fo rd ab le  h o u s in g - th e  re s id en t p ay s  a p o rtio n  o f  th e  re n t, 'a n d  th e  g o v ­
e rn m en t p ick s up the  re s t o f  the tab .

W h en  I d isc u sse d  the  M e m o ria l H o m es s itu a tio n  w ith  Dr. Roy 
E pp s, a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  C iv ic  L eag u e  o f  N e w  B ru n sw ic k  (an  o rg an iza ­
tion  p rim a rily  in te re s ted  in c iv il r ig h ts), d e e p e r c o n ce rn s  w ere  ra ised . 
E pps w as an  ea rly  m e m b e r  o f  th e  D E V C O  b o ard  o f  d irec to rs , and  he 
u n d e rto o k  an acad e m ic  stu d y  o f  u rban  red ev e lo p m en t in A m erican  c it­
ies th a t in c lu d ed  H artfo rd , C o n n e c tic u t. H e ex p la in ed  th a t th e  p u b lic / 
p riv a te  a rra n g em en t in N ew  B ru n sw ic k  w as m o d eled  a f te r  a  sim ilar, 
ea r lie r  se tu p  in H artfo rd , re fe rred  to as th e  H artfo rd  P rocess. Y ears a f­
te r E p p 's  study, H artfo rd 's  ow n  pub lic /p riv a te  cong lo m era te  ran aground  
- th ey  ev id en tly  n eed ed  space  fo r d ev e lo p m en t, and  w ere  p la n n in g  the  
rem o v al o f  p o o r  re s id en ts  to an a rea  15 m ile s  from  the  c ity  p roper. T h is 
is no t to  su g g e st th a t N e w  B ru n sw ic k ’s ow n  p ro cess  w ill fo llo w  id en ti­
cal lines, b u t it d o es ra ise  q u es tio n s  an d  co n ce rn  abo u t d ev e lo p m en t in 
re la tio n  to  th e  poor. T h e  C iv ic  L eag u e  h as filed  a  law su it ag a in s t the  
c ity  in re la tio n  to the  M e m o ria l H o m es dem o litio n .

A th ree -m in u te  b icy c le  ride  up  the  G eo rg e  S tree t c o rrid o r  w ill take  
y o u  p a s t  S ta rb u c k s , a n  u p sc a le  E th io p ia n  re s ta u ra n t ,  th e  th e a te r  
d is tr ic t...p as t R ernson  A venue, s lig h tly  ta rn ish ed  re sid en tia l d is tric ts , 
o v e r  tw o  b lo ck s to th e  C a th o lic  C h a rity ’s M e n ’s S h e lte r  fo r the  h o m e­

less. C C  is ac ro ss th e  s tree t fro m  E lija h ’s P ro m ise , a  so u p  k itch en  th a t 
se rv es m ea ls  tw ic e  daily. I sp o k e  w ith  th e  sh e lte r ’s p ro g ram  d irec to r, 
W esley  R. M oore , in re la tio n  to the  se v ere  sp lit b e tw een  rich  an d  poor, 
the  sta tu s o f  th e  h o m eless, and  p lan s  fo r th e  fu ture.

I t ’s hard  n o t to  n o tice  the  h o m eless in th is  city. A t n igh t, a  w om an  
s le ep s th e  la te  h o u rs aw ay  on  a b en ch  severa l b lo ck s d o w n  from  m y 
h ouse . D uring  th e  d ay  she  o ften  p u sh e s  a bab y  carr ia g e  loaded  w ith  
b lan k e ts  a ro u n d  th e  stree ts . L ast w eek  I saw  tw o  co p s y e llin g  a t a m an 
on  th e  s tree t co rn e r  ask in g  fo r ch an g e . To be fair, he  w as s to p p in g  cars 
a t a tra ffic  ligh t w ith  his p las tic  cup , b u t th e ir  re sp o n se  w as h a rsh e r  than  
necessa ry , (“Y o u ’re  a g ro w n  m an , y o u ’re  p a n h a n d lin g !” b rin g in g  up 
fa m ilia r  sen tim en ts  th a t w h en  p eo p le  a re  poor, i t ’s so m e th in g  th ey  d e ­
se rv e , o r  so m e th in g  th a t th e y ’ve  b ro u g h t upon  th em se lv e s  in every  in­
stance).

M o n th s ago  th e  m a y o r’s p u b lic  re la tio n s  d ire c to r  h ad  in fo rm ed  
m e th a t the  c ity  has a  very  sm all h o m eless  p o p u la tio n -a n  o p in io n  that 
M o o re  laughed  at. H e sa id  th e  sh e lte r  w as “ full to  capac ity , w ith  one  on 
th e  c o u c h .”  T h e re  are  38 p e rm an en t b ed s  as w ell as tw o  em erg en cy  
beds. In the  pas t, th e  em erg en cy  b ed s w ere  g en e ra lly  u tilized  in the  
m o re  b ru ta l w in te r  m o n th s, bu t M oore  in fo rm ed  m e th a t th e  situ a tio n  
h as w o rsen ed  w ith in  th e  p as t tw o  years . “ W e’ve been  c a rry in g  a w a it­
ing  list r ig h t th ro u g h  the  su m m er m o n th s ...w e  g e t full to  c ap ac ity  w ith  
a  w a itin g  lis t...”

T h e  sh e lte r  is d es ig n ed  to  help  all re s id e n ts  o f  M id d lesex  C ounty , 
a lth o u g h  the  m a jo rity  o f  them  (2 0 0 +  o u t o f  391 m en a id ed  in th e  past 
y ea r)  a re  fro m  N ew  B runsw ick . T h e  goal is to  p ro m o te  se lf-su ffic ie n cy  
an d  em p lo y m en t; C a th o lic  C h a ritie s  req u ire s  th a t all re s id en ts  d ep o s it 
60 p e rcen t o f  th e ir  ea rn in g s in a h o ld in g  fun d , to  c rea te  sa v in g s th a t can  
be  used  to  fin d  liv in g  quarte rs . “ T h ere  are  tim e s  w h en  th ey  [the re s i­

den ts] a re  read y  to  m o v e  on , b u t th e re ’s no  a ffo rd ab le  h o u s in g ,”  M oore  
ex p la in ed , c itin g  a lso  the  fac t th a t o ff-cam p u s co lleg e  s tu d e n ts  d riv e  
up  the  ren t p rices  in tow n. R u tg e rs  is d efin ite ly  a large p a rt o f  th e  p ro b ­
lem  e q u a tio n  in to w n , an d  w h a t I d isc o v e red  tim e  an d  tim e  ag a in  w as 
g en era l d issa tis fac tio n  w ith  the  u n iv e rs ity ’s co m m itm en t to th e  co m - 
m u n ity -a t- la rg e . “ W e d o n ’t g e t an y th in g  fro m  R U , as fa r as any  k in d  o f
don a tio n  o r  a s sis ta n ce , n o t a t a l l .... I& J p lay  th e ir  p art...b u t n o t R u tg e rs ,”
M o o re  sa id . Dr. E pp s o f  th e  C iv ic  L eag u e  a lso  co m p la in ed  o f  R u tg e r ’s ’ 
lack  o f  in v o lv em en t, m o st n o tab ly  in reg ard  to the  s tru g g lin g  N ew  
B ru n sw ic k  p u b lic  schoo l sy s tem . P ro fesso r S tev en  L aw so n , c h a ir  o f  
th e  h is to ry  d ep a rtm en t a t R u tgers C o lleg e , sh a red  h is o p in io n s  on c ity  
life in re la tio n  to  co rp o ra tio n s  and  th e  u n iversity . “J& J w as ta lk in g  
ab o u t p u llin g  o u t o f  to w n , and  so m e th in g s  w ere  d o n e ...w h ich  also  
in c lu d ed  p u ttin g  up the  ho te l, th e  H yatt R eg en cy ...th ey  w ere  very  in ­
stru m e n ta l in c o n v in c in g  th e  c ity  fa th e rs  an d  m o th e rs  to  p u t up  a 
h o te l.. .o f  co u rse  it m ean t d isp lac em en t o f  p o o r p e o p le .”  H e  m en tio n ed  
th e  fact th a t th e  R u tgers a d m in is tra to rs  ad v ise  p ro fesso rs  w ith  ch ild ren  
n o t to  liv e  in  N e w  B ru n sw ic k , g en e ra lly  b e c a u se  o f  th e  p o o r  p u b lic  
sch o o l sy s tem . “ W h ere  in th is u n iv e rsity ,” he  a sk ed , “ i f  any  p lace , is 
the re  a m iss io n  to  w o rk  w ith  th a t a rea  o f  th e  co m m u n ity  th a t is ill- 
ho u sed , ill-fed  an d  ill- 
c lo th e d ? ”

P oor R u tgers ...no  
o n e  I sp o k e  to  seem ed

very  fond  o f  the  u n iver­
sity  (n a tio n a lly  know n, 
un fo rtu n a te ly , fo r h av ­
in g  a p r e s id e n t  w h o  
m ad e  m en tio n  o f  ce r­
ta in  g en e tic  d isa d v an ­
tag es b lacks h av e  in re­
la tion  to in te llig en ce), 
i n c lu d in g  D E V C O , 
w h o  m e n t io n e d  th e  
sc h o o l’s re lu c tan ce  to  tak e  part in an y  red ev e lo p m en t a ffa irs . R u tg ers  
o ccu p ies a  g re a t deal o f  land  in -to w n , and  w ith  a s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n  o f  
34,761 (1 9 9 8  fig u res , a lth o u g h  keep  in m ind  th ese  in c lu d e  n o n res id en t 
co m m u te rs)  th ey  p ro v id e  an en o rm o u s in flux  o f  resid en ts . O ddly , m an y  
c ity  o rg an iza tio n s  hav e  se em ed  to  tak e  R u tg ers  as a k in d  o f  ca tch -a ll 
scap eg o a t and  p u n ch in g  bag, an d  I ’m  u n su re  ho w  m u ch  o f  th is  c r iti­
c ism  is va lid , o r  a s im p le  g am e  o f  h o t p o ta to  in v o lv in g  responsib ility . 
T h e  c o lleg e  co m m u n ity  can  tak e  the  b lam e for ra is in g  ren t p rices, fo r 
in stan ce , in o rd e r  to  ex p la in  the  d ifficu ltie s  in fin d in g  a ffo rd ab le  h o u s­
ing  w ith in  N ew  B ru n sw ick . T h e  sta tu s o f  co lleg e  s tu d e n ts  in the  c ity  is 
a lso  q u es tio n a b le ; d esp ite  b e in g  a s iz ab le  c h u n k  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n , I 
w as in fo rm ed  th a t th e  N ew  B ru n sw ic k  w eb p ag e  fo rm ally  re fe rred  to 
re s id en t s tu d e n ts  as guests. A n d  w h en  D E V C O ’s P alad in o  d iscu ssed  
th e  d isp lac em en t o f  re s id en tia l a reas d o w n to w n  to m ak e  w ay  fo r b u s i­
n ess d ev e lo p m en t, he assu red  m e that m o st o f  th e  d isp lac ed  w ere  c o l­
lege  s tu d e n ts , as i f  th is  w ere  a le sse r  o ffen se . T h e  c o n flu en ce  o f  the 
acad e m ic  w o rld , th e  b u sin e ss w o rld , an d  the  p u b lic  w o rld , then , on ly  
c o m p lica te s  m atte rs . A dd  to  th is  the  g en era l s tu d e n t ig n o ran ce  o f  the 
re sid en tia l co m m u n ity  in to w n , and  y o u  hav e  a s itu a tio n  in  w h ich  tw o



d iv e rse  p o p u la tio n s  live s id e  by side , u n aw are  o f  each  o th e r  (n o t to  m e n ­
tio n  d ifficu ltie s  e n c o u n te red  w h en  fac to rin g  in  th e  p o lice  fo rce , w h ich  
faces  o p p o sitio n  fro m  bo th  en d s  o f  to w n ...an d  w ith  tw o  o ffice rs  cu rre n tly  
up  on  ch a rg es  o f  d ru g -tra ffick in g  and  the  o p e ra tio n  o f  b ro th e ls , th is  fo rm s 
an o th e r  s to ry  en tire ly ...). I reca ll a  frien d  o f  m in e  w h o  v e n tu re d  d o w n ­
to w n  to  th e  p o s t o ffice  to  d rop  o f f  a le tte r, an d  w as lite ra lly  sh o c k ed  to 
find  th a t rea l p eo p le  live in th e  city. T h e  reac tio n  isn ’t u n co m m o n . T here  
is a c le a r  d iv id in g  line b e tw een  acad e m ia  and  resid en tia l life. (Dr. E pp s 
d escrib ed  it as th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  the  tracks, an  a ccu ra te  d esc rip tio n  sin ce  
th e  c ity  is lite ra lly  c u t in tw o  by  ra ilro ad  lin es th a t d iv id e  th e  co lleg ia te  
fro m  th e  p riv a te .)

O v era ll s tu d e n t in v o lv em en t in  th e  c ity  o f  N ew  B ru n sw ic k  is a lso  
m in im al, w h ich  is n o t to  say  th a t p o litica l ac tiv ism  d o es n o t ru n  ram p an t. 
T h e  ste p s  o f  th e  c a fe te r ia  a re  o fte n  tak en  u p  b y  ra llie s , p ro te s ts , and  
sp eech es . M u m ia  A bu  Ja m a l is  a  fav o rite , as is  the  W T O . T h is  k in d  o f  
ac tiv ism  is n o t to be  derid ed , bu t w h at is a m az in g  is the  g en era l igno ran ce  
o f  real p ro b lem s a m ere  10 b locks aw ay: n o t in tan g ib le  p o o r  p eo p le  in a

fo re ig n  c o u n try , 
b u t  a c tu a l  p o o r  
r e s id e n t s  l iv in g  
w ith in  a th ree  m ile  
rad iu s o f  th e  p ro ­
te s ts  th e m se lv e s . 
C ritic ism  o f  local

g o v e rn m e n t c la im  
th a t  c i ty  o f f ic ia ls  
try  to  d is c o u ra g e  
s tu d e n t  i n v o lv e ­
m en t in local p o li­
t i c s  a s  m u c h  a s  
p o s s ib le  - v o tin g  
b o o th s  th a t u se d  to 

b e  o n  cam p u s h a v e  s in c e  b een  m o v ed  to  a rem o te  lo ca tio n , th e  w h ere ­
a b o u ts  o f  w h ich  m o s t p eo p le  a re  u n aw are  of.

“ T h e  fac ts  are  the  sa m e  w h e th e r  yo u  ta lk  to  D E V C O  o r th e  P e o p le ’s 
C a m p a ig n ,” P ro fe sso r  A n g u s G ille sp ie  te lls  m e, “ i t ’s ho w  y o u  in te rp re t 
th e  fac ts .”  S age ad v ice , and  e sp ec ia lly  d ifficu lt w h en  lo o k in g  a t the  im ­
m en s ity  o f  a  c ity : fac tio n s  each  p u rsu in g  th e ir  o w n  ag en d a , d a ta  sp u n  th is  
w ay  an d  th a t, u se d  to  p ro v e  a  m illio n  d isp a ra te  p o in ts . “ I ’v e  liv ed  in  N ew  
B ru n sw ic k  fo r 13 years , I ’v e  w o rk ed  o n  c ity  g o v e rn m en t, an d  I d o n ’t 
h av e  all th e  an sw ers  e ith er,”  G ille sp ie  ad ded . T h e re  is the  tem p ta tio n , th a t 
ro m an ce  o f  rad ica lism , th a t w o u ld  m ak e  it easy  to  ra il ag a in s t au th o rity  in 
the  city , to  label the  g o v e rn m en t as co rp o ra te  w h o res , to  po in t to  th e  e s ­
tab lish m en t o f  a S ta rb u ck s co ffe e  sh o p  as a  s ig n  o f  soc ial A rm ag ed d o n . I 
b e liev e , in th e  end , th e  a ccu ra te  ju d g e m e n t ca ll fa lls  so m e w h ere  be tw een  
o u trag e  a n d  accep tan ce . T h e re  is no  d o u b t th a t th e  city  o f  N ew  B runsw ick , 
like so  m an y  o th e r  u rb an  cen te rs  in  A m erica , h as fa llen  p re y  to  so m e 
d eg ree  to  th e  th e o ry  o f  S ocia l D arw in ism . T h e  h is to ry  o f  th is  c o u n try  has 
been  b u ilt on  th e  a d v a n c e m e n t o f  b u sin e ss , fro m  th e  v e ry  d ay  th a t th e  
C o n s titu tio n a l A m e n d m e n t th a t w as d es ig n ed  to  g iv e  b lack s  c iv il r ig h ts  
w as in s tea d  p r im a rily  u se d  to  g iv e  C O R P O R A T IO N S  rig h ts  as h u m an  
beings. W hile  Jo h n so n  &  Jo h n so n , fo r in stan ce , is g iv en  an ex ten s iv e  tax

b reak  b y  th e  c ity  g o v e rn m en t in th e  1970s, local re s id e n ts  are  fo rce d  to  
m o v e  fro m  th e ir  h o m es an d  re lo ca te . “T h e  p ro b le m  w e ’re  s tu c k  w ith  is  a 
p h ilo so p h ica l d eb a te  b e tw e e n  is cap ita lism  g o o d  o r  e v il? ”  G ille sp ie  said. 
“ W h en  y o u  strip  aw ay  th e  rh e to ric , y o u ’re  lo o k in g  a t so c ia lism  v e rsu s 
c ap ita lism . P h ilo so p h ica lly , th e  p ro b lem  w ith  c a p ita lism  is th a t i t ’s b ased  
on  se lfish n ess .

P h ilo so p h ica lly , th e  p lu s ab o u t so c ia lism  is th a t its d ev o ted  to the 
p ro b lem  o f  equal d is tr ib u tio n  o f  w ea lth ...w h ich  so u n d s fa ir...the  ca tch  is 
that recen t h is to ry  has show n  so c ia lism  d o e s n ’t w ork . W ith o u t the  p ro fit 
m o tiv e , th in g s  g rin d  to  a  h a lt.”  A s P rof. G ille sp ie  su g g e sts , I b e lie v e  the  
p rim a ry  c o n flic t is n o t th e  c ity  re sid en ts  vs. th e  c ity  g o v e rn m e n t - it in ­
v o lv es  an  en tire  sy s te m  o f  b e lie fs  th a t a ffec ts  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  country , 
an d  h as affec ted  th e  co u n try  s in c e  early  in  its  incep tio n .

A re th e re  sev ere , d eep -ro o te d  p ro b lem s?  M o s t defin ite ly . D o es  c ity  
g o v e rn m e n t a lw ay s  w o rk  in the  b e s t in te rests  o f  th e  p eo p le , th e  c itizen s 
w ith in  the  to w n  lim its?  T h is  is a  d ifficu lt q u estio n , e sp ec ia lly  in th e  m o d ­
ern u rban  cen ter, w h ere  there  is no sin g le  se t o f  bes t in te rests  sh a red  by an 
en tire  p o p u la tio n . A n  issu e  o f  p o w e r  is d e fin ite ly  a t stake . O n e  w o u ld  
n ev e r im ag in e  th e  re s id en ts  o f  an o th e r  u n iv e rs ity  to w n , i.e. P rin ce to n , 
N ew  Je rsey  ( th in k  ivy, s to n e  w alls , a fflu en t b ey o n d  n o n n a l b o u n d s)  b e ­
ing  a sk ed  to  re lo c a te  o r  leav e  to w n  to  m ak e  ro o m  fo r co n s tru c tio n  in te r­
es ts  a n d  c o rp o ra te  d e v e lo p m e n t. “ I t ’s a ta le  o f  tw o  c itie s ,”  P ro fe sso r  
L aw so n  sa id , “ lik e  m an y  o f  th ese  c itie s  in A m e ric a  a re  n o w .. .b u t  y o u  
know , a  h u n d red  y ea rs  ag o  in N Y C  it w as  a lso  a  ta le  o f  tw o  c ities , the

v e ry  rich , an d  th e  e x trem e ly  po o r...c itie s  a ttrac t v e ry  r ich  p e o p le  w h o  
w an t cu ltu re , w h o  w an t en te rta in m en t, w h o  w an t soc ia l life  - an d  th ey  
a ttrac t very  p o o r  p eo p le  w h o  are  g o in g  to p ro v id e  th e  w o rk , the  labor, so 
th a t the  rich  p eo p le  can  hav e  th ese  th in g s .”  W ork ing  w ith in  the  b o u n d ­
aries  o f  th e  A m erican  sy s tem , th en , one  reach es ce rta in  lim ita tio n s . R a d i­
cal g roups sp in  co n sp iracy  th eo ries  and  th e  co rp o ra te  leaders sc o ff  a t them . 
W h o  to  b e liev e?  W h ere  to  b eg in ?

10 /0 8 /0 0 : In  m y a tt ic  now, typ ing  this, n o t en tire ly  s a tis f ie d  w ith a l l  
f in d in g s . So m an y  sn a p sh o ts  th a t  sum  th is  a l l  up  - th e  m an  n ex t d o o r  to 
th e  v a le t-p a rk in g  I ta lia n  re s ta u ra n t, the  o n e - le g g e d  m an  w ho b eg s  f o r  
c h a n g e  w ith c ru tc h e s  a n d  a  p a p e r  cup. th e  w ay  p e o p le  g a th e r  th e ir  w ords 
b e fo re  they  sp e a k ... a f ra id  to sa y  th e  w ro n g  th ing , w ary  o f  th e  ta p e  re ­
c o rd e r  ro llin g  on th e  desk, a  w a itin g  lis t f o r  a  b e d  a t  C a th o lic  C h a ritie s , 
a  w a itin g  lis t f o r  a  ta b le  a t  C lyde 's m a rtin i bar, a  new  p o p u la tio n  d e s ir in g  
to  w o rk  a n d  p la y  in c itie s  a g a in , the  th e a te r  d is tr ic t, th e  q u ie t cam p u s 
q u ad s , th e  R a r i ta n  River, R em son A venue w h ere  th e re  a r e  p ro b le m s  w ith 
c rack , d r iv in g  to th e  l iq u o r  s to re  to  buy a lc o h o l w ith f a k e  ID s, d riv e-b y  
sh o o tin g s  f o u r  b locks aw ay, luxury  hotels, th e  m en w ho h a d  se x  w ith p ro s ­
titu tes  b e n e a th  th e  b a c k  p a t io  a t  the  office w here  I  w o rk ed  th is  sum m er, 
f o u r  d o lla r s  f o r  a  cu p  o f  coffee, re s ta u ra n ts  w h ere  they  on ly  sp e a k  S p a n ­
ish, my e x -g ir lf r ie n d ’s  n e ig h b o rh o o d  w ith b la c k  g ra ff iti  “ T H E  E N D  IS  
NEAR ” on  a  fe n c e , f ig h ts  sp illin g  o u t o f  th e  c o lleg e  b a r  nex t to m y house , 
th e  w ay  D E V C O s  p re s id e n t d ism issed  h is  o p p o sitio n  a s  The P e o p le ’s 
W orker's R e v o lu tio n a ry  C o m m u n is t P arty , lau g h in g , lo c a l  o ffic ia ls  se n t 
to  j a i l  in th e  ‘80s, p h o to g ra p h s  o f  a b a n d o n e d  g h e tto  s tree ts , m u ltin a tio n a l 
c o rp o ra tio n s , f r e e  d in n e rs  c o n s is tin g  o f  p o rk  th a t  co m es in a  can , a  tru e  
w o rk in g  p a r tn e rs h ip  b etw een  b u sin e ss a n d  govern m en t...



I f  o n e  w as g iv en  a  free  p iece  o f  land , m any  sq u a re  m iles , and  then  
h an d ed  m illio n s  o f  d o lla rs  to  d ev e lo p  a  m o d ern  u rb an  cen ter, the  ou tco m e 
w o u ld  be  o b v io u s. T h e  goal w o u ld  be  to  b eau tify  th e  area , b rin g  in co rp o ­
ra te  in te rests , bu ild  lu x u ry  to w n h o u se s , a ttrac t a p o p u la tio n  th a t w an ts  to 
sp en d  m oney , o rch estra te  a th e a te r  d is tr ic t an d  a re s tau ran t d is tr ic t tha t 
r iv a ls  M a n h a ttan , a lb e it on  a le sse r  sca le . T h e  p ro b lem  is w h en  th is  sam e 
goal is u n d e rtak en  in a  c ity  th a t is n o t a b la n k  sla te , b u t ra th e r  a lo n g ­
s ta n d in g  d istr ic t o f  m a n y  faces , m an y  eco n o m ic  b rack e ts , m an y  lifesty les. 
N e w  B ru n sw ic k , I am  su re , is  n o t u n iq u e  - its  p ro b lem s a re  th e  p ro b lem s 
fac in g  u rb an  cen te rs  a c ro ss  A m erica . I f  the  u p p e r  c lasses fled  th e  c ity  
y e a rs  ago , leav in g  th e  p o o r  to  su b s is t on  th e ir  ow n , w h a t h ap p en s  w h en  
th o se  se lfsam e u p p e r  c lasses su d d e n ly  h av e  th e  d es ire  fo r  th e  co sm o p o li­
tan  u rban  life  ag ain?  D ifficu lties  a rise  w h en  th e  te rm in o lo g y  b eco m es 
vague: o u r b es t in te rests , o u r  a d v an ce m e n t, o u r  su ccesses. H o w  to  m ark  
p ro g re ss  w h e n  th e re  is n o  w e, b u t ra th e r  an  in tan g ib le  co llec tiv e , r ich  and  
poor, b lack , w hite , E uropean , H ispan ic , look ing  fo r w o rk  o r  trad in g  stocks, 
all w a lk in g  the  sam e stree ts?  *

An Index o f  Interviewees:

CHRIS PALADINO : Middle-aged white male. President o f  New Brunswick De­
velopment Corporation. Lawyer.
STEVEN LAWSON: Middle-aged white male. Chair o f  History Department at 
Rutgers University, Rutgers College. Specialties include the issue o f  civil rights. 
Resident o f  Metuchen, a town in vicinity o f  New Brunswick.
WESLEY MOORE: Middle-aged African American male. Program director for the 
CatholicX 'harity’s M en's Shelter.
DR. RO) EPPS'. Leader o f  the Civic League o f New Brunswick.
NORMAN MARKOWITZ: Middle-aged white male. History professor. Former resi­
dent o f New Brunswick, now resides at the Jersey shore. Teaches from a Socialist 
perspective.
ANGUS GILLESPIE: White male. Former office holder in New Brunswick. Cur­
rent member o f  the Board o f  Education. Teacher in the American Studies depart­
ment o f  Rutgers.
GLENN PATTERSON: White male. Planner for the city o f  New Brunswick. 
XAVIER HANSEN & FRANK BRIGHT: Xavier is o f  eastern European descent, I 
believe. I forgot to inquire about his accent. Frank is a white male in his late 20s. 
Frank also holds elected office for the local Republican party. They both are orga­
nizing for the People’s Party campai gn, elections to be held November 7.

M o n e y  C h a n g e s  E v e r y t h i n g

M o n e y  a s  F r e e d o m
b y  J .  G e r la c h

M o n e y  h a s  a l w a y s  m e a n t
f r e e d o m  t o  m e .  R ig h t from  the  start, 
the  in co m e  I ea rn ed  m o w in g  law n s an d  d e liv ­
e rin g  n e w sp a p e rs  w a s  trea ted  as sa v in g s , a 
d e fen se  ag a in s t h av in g  to re ly  o n  an y o n e  else. 
T h is  free d o m  w as p u re ly  h y p o th e tica l w h ile  1 
w as s till a  teen ag er, liv in g  a t h o m e an d  d e ­
p e n d in g  o n  m y  p a ren ts , b u t it  w a s  so m e h o w  
in h e re n t  in  m y  e a r ly  w a y s . S o  in s te a d  o f  
sp e n d in g  m o n ey  as q u ick ly  as I ea rn ed  it, as 
m o st o f  m y  frien d s d id , 1 so ck ed  it aw ay  ... 
lite ra lly , in a d re sse r  d ra w e r u n d e r the  socks. 
I f ig u red  so m e d ay  I w o u ld  n e e d  th a t m o n ey  
fo r so m e th in g  m u c h  m o re  im p o rtan t, lik e  ta k ­
ing  a  trip  to  A fric a  o r  s ta rtin g  a  b icy c le  rep a ir  
shop . W h en  th a t tim e  cam e, I w a n te d  to  be  
ab le  to  do  it -  an y th in g , w ith o u t h a v in g  to 
co m p ro m ise  m y life o r  depend  on an yone else. 
I d id n ’t k n o w  e x a c tly  h o w  m u c h  fre e d o m  
m ig h t co s t b u t I f ig u red  it had  to be  ex p e n ­
sive.

M y  dad  is a  cap ita list b usinessm an . T hese  
are  th e  firs t te rm s I w o u ld  u se  to d escrib e  him . 
H e has bough t in to  the A m erican  cap ita list sy s­
tem , w o rk ed  h a rd  to  u n d e rs tan d  it an d  b e e n  
su ccessfu l w ith in  th a t sy s tem . W hile  m y s is ­
ter, b ro th e r  an d  I w ere  y o u n g , m y d ad  beg an  
pu tting  so m e o f  the  m o n ey  he w as m ak ing  into 
th e  s to c k  m ark e t in each  o f  o u r nam es. H e in ­
v e s te d  in  o u r fu tu re  so  th a t each  o f  u s  w o u ld  
e scap e  h av in g  to  tak e  o u t lo an s fo r th e  p riv i­
leg e  o f  a  p riv a te  u n iv e rs ity  ed u ca tio n . D u e  to 
m y  d a d ’s fo re s ig h t an d  so m e  lu ck , w e  w ere  
ab le  to  av o id  g o in g  in to  d eb t b e fo re  w e had  
o u r firs t fu ll-tim e  jo b . S tay in g  o u t o f  d eb t is 
k ey  in  h av in g  freedom . F o r  m an y  o f  m y  peers, 
th e se  s tu d e n t lo an s a re  w h ere  th e ir  p erso n a l 
deb t b eg an , a  h o le  so m e  o f  th em  are  still d ig ­
g in g  o u t o f  10 y ea rs  later.

W h en  I g o t o u t o f  co lleg e , I had  no  co n ­
cre te  ideas ab o u t w h a t I w a n te d  to  do  w ith  m y 
life. 1 d id  kn o w  th a t I w an ted  so m e freed o m  
from  th e  d em an d s o f  the  sy s tem . I y earn ed  to 
kn o w  w h a t it w as like to sp e n d  m o re  o f  m y 
tim e do in g  w h a t I w an ted  to  do  in stead  o f  w h at 
the  sy s tem  sa id  I w as su p p o sed  to do. N a v i­
g a tin g  th ro u g h  school w ith o u t m u ch  difficulty , 
I h ad  a lw ay s  fe lt th a t th e re  h ad  to  be  so m e ­
th in g  m ore. I w an ted  to  try  an d  fin d  it. M y  
e m p lo y m e n t e x p e r ie n c e  d u rin g  co lleg e  had  
co n sisted  m o stly  o f  re stau ran t w o rk  w here  the 
v a ried  sc h ed u le  and  q u ick  cash  had a llo w ed  
m e a  re la tiv e  am o u n t o f  free d o m . I fig u red  
o u t th a t I co u ld  m ak e  en o u g h  m o n ey  w a itin g  
tab le s  to  live  an d  still h a v e  lo ts  o f  tim e  to  do 
w h a t I w an ted . So, on ce  g rad u a tio n  d ay  cam e  
an d  w en t, m o st o f  m y  p e e rs  w e n t o f f  in search  
o f  b ig  m o n ey  jo b s  in ta ll, g lass  b u ild in g s  in 
C h ica g o , N ew  Y ork o r  B o s to n  w h ile  I se ttled  
in to  a d ecen t m o n ey  jo b  w a itin g  tab le s  fu ll-



tim e  a t a  d o w n to w n  re stau ran t. T h e  w o rk  w as 
tough , p h y sic a lly  and  m en ta lly , b u t I found  it 
cam e fa irly  naturally , espec ia lly  co m p ared  to m y 
sh o rt m in d -a n d -b o d y -n u m b in g  stin ts  in o ffice  
se ttin g s . I had  no  tro u b le  k eep in g  m y  ex p en ses 
d o w n an d  acce p tin g  the  co lleg e -esq u e  liv ing  se t­
up  (fu to n  on  th e  floor, m ilk  c ra te  sh e lv in g , e tc .) 
as co m p le te ly  a d eq u a te  fo r m y  n eeds . I a te  at 
w o rk  o r  co o k ed  b ig  po ts o f  b ean s and  rice fo r 
the  w eek . I p assed  on  cars  and  b ecam e d ed ica ted  
to  b icy c lin g  as  m y  m a in  m o d e  o f  tran sp o rta tio n . 
I found  th a t m y  in itia l in stin c ts  w ere  true ; it w as 
po ss ib le  to  liv e  th e  w ay  I w an ted  to , w ith in  the  
sy s tem , w ith o u t b u y in g  in to  th e  b e lie f  th a t it 
w ou ld  tak e  large am o u n ts  o f  m o n ey  to  be happy. 
O v e r th e  n ex t ten  y ea rs  I w as ab le  to tak e  fre ­
quen t b reaks from  em p lo y m en t; trav e lin g  ex ten ­
sive ly , p la y in g  in  b an d s , read in g , w ritin g  and  
v is itin g  frien d s , all b e cau se  I h ad  th e  freed o m  
o f  m o n e y  in  th e  bank .

I n v e s t m e n t

I h e ld  a sm all b an k  acco u n t fo r  y e a rs  w ith  
ju s t  en o u g h  o f  a  b a lan ce  to  co v e r the  o n e  o r  tw o  
c h eck s  a  m o n th  I n eed ed  fo r ren t an d  car in su r­
an ce . F o r th e  rest o f  m y sa v in g s, I rev e rte d  to 
m y o ld  w ay s  and  stu ffed  m y tip  m o n ey  in m y 
socks. E v en tu a lly  m y n e rv o u sn ess  ab o u t losing  
a b ig  w ad  o f  cash  to th iev es o r  fire  led m e to 
th in k  o f  o p tio n s  o u ts id e  o f  th e  so ck  draw er. T he 
s to c k  m a rk e t h ad  a lw ay s  se em ed  u n im p o rtan t 
and  b o rin g  to  m e bu t I rem em b ere d  how  m y fa ­
th e r  had  p rep a red  for the  fu tu re  by  in v es tin g  so 
I w en t to  h im  fo r ad v ice . H e reco m m en d ed  a 
few  m u tu a l fu n d s  th a t had  a g o o d  h is to ry  o f  re ­
tu rn s an d  to ld  m e h o w  easy  it w as to  invest. I 
en ded  up d o in g  so m e hasty  resea rch  on h is re c ­
o m m en d atio n s be fo re  sp read in g  m y 
s m a ll ,  s a v e d -u p  su m  b e tw e e n  a 
c o u p le  o f  lo w  r isk  fu n d s . A t the  
tim e , I n ev e r rea lly  th o u g h t ab o u t 
w h e re  th a t  m o n e y  w a s  g o in g  o r  
w h a t it m ig h t be  en d o rsin g . I w as 
h ap p y  to  w atch  m y m o n ey  increase  
in value, m ak in g  con sid erab ly  m ore 
th an  a  b a n k  a c c o u n t w o u ld  y ie ld , 
w ith o u t h a v in g  to do  any th in g . I f  I 
ev e r  n eed ed  m oney , th e re  w o u ld  be 
m o re  than  en o u g h . 1 w o u ld  be ab le  
to p u t o u t m y  ow n  p u b lica tio n s  and  
m u s ic  p ro je c ts  w ith o u t w o rry in g  
ab o u t fa llin g  in to  deb t. 1 w o u ld n ’t 
hav e  to co m p ro m ise  m y b e lie fs  o r 
tak e  a  jo b  th a t I ha ted  in o rd e r  to 
live the  w ay  I w an ted  to. I w o u ld  
still be  ab le  to  tak e  the  w in te rs  o f f  
an d  h it th e  road . It w o u ld  b e  th e  
c lo se s t I co u ld  co m e  to freedom .

B ut, like m o st o th e r  2 0 -so m e ­
th in g , so c ia l ly  a w a re , n o n -m a in ­
s tre a m  k id s  f ro m  u p p e r  m id d le -  
c la s s  b a c k g ro u n d s , I fe lt  so r t  o f  
g u ilty  ab o u t no t be in g  poor. M ost 
e v e ry o n e  I h u n g  o u t w ith  in  th e  
p u n k , c o u n te r c u l tu re ,  w h a te v e r -  
y o u - w a n t - to - c a l l - i t  s c e n e  c o m ­

p la in e d  a b o u t b e in g  b ro k e  a ll th e  t im e  a n d  
b lam ed  it  on  th e  m an . M y  peers  h ad  no th in g  n ice  
to  say  ab o u t an y o n e  w ith  m o n ey  b u t th ese  k id s  
w ere  do in g  th e  sam e th in g  w ith  th e ir  in co m e that 
m y co lleg e  g rad u a te  p ee rs  w ere  d o in g  - s p e n d ­
ing  it on  stuff. M a y b e  th ey  m ad e  a g rea t deal 
less than  m y o ld  frien d s b u t th ey  still had  im ­
p ress iv e  reco rd  co llec tio n s  and  h e fty  b a r  tabs. 
T h e se  k id s  w e re  m o s tly  w h ite , m id d le -c la s s ,  
p ro d u c ts  w h o  ch o se  no t to  fo rfe it th e ir  y o u n g  
adu lt years  to co rpo ra te  A m erica . T h ey  w ere  able 
to  liv e  th e  w ay  th ey  w a n te d  to  w ith in  th e  re la ­
tiv e ly  sa fe  co n fin es o f  a q u irk y  m id w e s te m  city, 
b u t d id  th ey  rea lly  e x p e c t to be  rich  to o ?  A nd  
w e re n ’t w e  su p p o sed  to  be liv ing  in o p p o sitio n  
to  th e  co m m erc ia lism  an d  h y p e r-c o n su m erism  
o f  th e  m a in stream ?  B u t there  w e w ere , sp e n d ­
in g  w h a te v e r  w e  m a d e  on  o u r ow n  v e rs io n s  o f  
n eed s . T h e re  a re  so  m an y  w ay s o u r  cu ltu re  p ro ­
m o tes the  earn  an d  sp en d  life sty le ; fo cu sin g  on  
acq u ir in g  th in g s as a  m ean s to  h ap p in ess, em ­
p h as iz in g  stan d ard  sc h o o lin g  as a  m ean s to  g e t­
tin g  a  g o o d  jo b . S u ccess  is m e a su re d  a lm o st 
so le ly  in  d o lla r  figu res. W ith o u t m oney , y o u  are  
u n im p o rta n t an d  p o w e rle ss  w ith in  th e  system . 
W e n eed  m o re  o f  a  d ia lo g u e  on  w ay s th a t m o n ey  
can  b e  u sed  fo r b ro ad er, p o s itiv e  m ean s . I am  a  
p ro d u c t o f  th e  A m erican  ca p ita lis t sy s tem  and  
hav e  reap ed  the  b en e fits  o f  th a t sy s tem  fo r m y 
w h o le  life ; h o w  can  1 u se  th ese  b en e fits  to  m ak e  
th in g s  b e tte r?

A s th e  y e a rs  w e n t by, I co n tin u ed  to  q u es­
tio n  th e  sy s tem  th a t I had  b een  ra ised  an d  c o n ­
d itio n ed  in. It to o k  m e a lo n g  tim e  to  ad d ress  
the  issu es 1 a lw ay s had in side  m e  -  q u es tio n s 
ab o u t w h y  o u r so c ie ty  w as c o n s id e red  the  bes t 
w h ile  I saw  so m uch  unh ap p in ess, p re ju d ice  and

in ju s tice  a ro u n d  m e; q u es tio n s  ab o u t th e  b la ta n t 
co n trad ic tio n s be tw een  o u r rh e to ric  an d  ac tions. 
A lm o st ev e ry o n e  se em ed  to  be  lo o k in g  o u t fo r 
h is o r  h e r s e lf  a n d  th is  is a  p ro d u c t o f  o u r A m e ri­
can  cap ita listic  system , a  sys tem  th a t em phasizes 
the  bo ttom  line, o ften  w h ile  co m p ro m is in g  o th er 
co n cern s . W e sa c rif ice  th e  en v iro n m en t, h um an  
r ig h ts  an d  o u r h ea lth  in o rd e r  to  m a k e  m o re  
m o n ey . M o re  m o n e y  m e a n s  m o re  h a p p in e ss , 
m o re  co m fo rt, m o re  co n v en ien ce . M o re  p eo p le  
a re  su p p o sed ly  w ell o f f  in A m erica  to d ay  than  
e v e r  b e fo re , b u t m o re  an d  m o re  p e o p le  seem  
unh ap p y , u n h ea lth y  an d  se lfish . M ore , m ore , 
m ore. O u r an sw ers to  soc ia l p ro b lem s a re  m o re  
law s an d  increased  tax es fo r m o re  g o v e rn m en t 
spen d in g . T im e w ith  fam ily  m em b ers  d ec reases 
as w e sp e n d  a t least h a lf  o f  o u r w ak in g  hou rs at 
w o rk  an d  an o th e r  few  h o u rs s ittin g  in  a  car. W e 
spend  b illio n s o f  d o lla rs  on  a  b ig g e r  a rm y  to 
d e fen d  th e  A m erican  W ay b y  k eep in g  fo re ign  
m a rk e ts  o p e n . W e a p p ro v e  m o re  a n d  m o re  
sp en d in g  fo r p riso n  c o n s tru c tio n  and  th e  w a r  on 
d ru g s, a ttem p tin g  to  clean  up th e  e ffec ts  o f  the  
p ro b lem s instead  o f  a ttack in g  the  soc ial and  eco ­
n o m ic  c a u s e s . O u r  n a t io n a l  p o l i t ic ia n s  a re  
p o w er-h u n g ry  m o v ers and  sh a k e rs  th a t a n sw er 
to , an d  a rc  a p ro d u c t o f, b ig  m oney . I f  y o u  end 
up h av in g  to deal w ith  the  A m erican  ju d ic ia l 
sy s tem , y o u r ch an ce s  o f  g e ttin g  o f f  a re  g rea tly  
increased  i f  you  can  pay  b ig  tim e  law yers.

W hen  I d iscu ss these  th in g s  w ith  m y  peers , 
th ey  u su a lly  ag ree . Y es, th ey  say, w e  cou ld  im ­
p ro v e  o u r  society , b u t th ey  q u a lify  th e ir  c o m ­
p la in ts  w ith  the  idea  th a t it is still b e tte r  than  
liv in g  in  E th io p ia , Y u g o slav ia  o r  ev en  C anada. 
T hey  say  th is is still the  b es t sy s tem , th e  best 
co u n try  to  live in. D em o cra tic  cap ita lism  beat



c o m m u n is m , b u t  d o e s  th a t  
m ean  w e  sh o u ld n ’t b e  ad d re ss ­
in g  se rio u s  f law s an d  q u e s tio n ­
ing  a c cu m u la tio n ?  B y  reap in g  
th e  r e w a rd s  o f  th e  m o s t  a d ­
v an ced  so c ie ty  ever, sh o u ld n ’t 
w e  h a v e  th e  r e sp o n s ib ility  to 
im p ro v e  th e  w o rld  in s tea d  o f  
tak in g  m o re  an d  m o re  from  it?

A s  th e y  g o t o ld e r , m o re  
an d  m o re  o f  m y  p ee rs  b o u g h t 
in to  th e  sy s tem  and  a cq u ired  c red it ca rd s, m ad e  
p ay m en ts  o n  n ew  cars  an d  h o m e  fu rn ish in g s. 
T h ey  ra tio n a liz ed  th ese  p rac tices  -  “ I need  a b ig 
c a r  fo r the  do g s and  th is  isn ’t ev en  the  b ig g est 
o n e  th ey  h a d .”  or, “ I ha te  th a t b ig , g ro ss  sto re  
b u t it is so  c o n v e n ie n t.”  W e all m ak e  ch o ices  in 
life an d  I’m  n o t h ere  to  ju d g e  h o w  so m e o n e  else  
sp e n d s  th e ir  m o n ey  sin ce  I c a n ’t e x p ec t resp ec t 
fo r m y  o w n  ch o ices  i f  1 am  te llin g  o th ers  ho w  to 
live, b u t I rea lize  th a t ju s t  d riv in g  to  th e  local 
co -ops an d  recy c lin g  m y em p ty  b ee r  bo ttles isn ’t 
en o u g h  i f  I ex p ec t any  ch an g e  in the  system . I f  I 
w an t to  feel c o m fo rtab le  ab o u t p a rtic ip a tin g  in 
th e  sy s tem  th en  I hav e  to  feel r ig h t ab o u t the  
w ay s in  w h ich  I do  it. W ith in  cap ita lism , o n e  o f  
th e  o b v io u s  m e th o d s  to  e ffe c t ch an g e  is in the  
w ay  y o u  sp e n d  y o u r  m oney .

I ha te  th a t m o n ey  is so im p o rtan t. I f  it w ere  
up to  m e , I w o u ld  b e  as se lf-su ffic ie n t as p o s­
sib le  an d  u se  th e  b a r te r  sy s te m  fo r  th e 'o th e r  
th in g s I need . I w o u ld  live in a c ity  co m p rised  
o f  lo o se  co m m u n itie s  an d  free  o f  cars, w h ere  
o n e ’s am b itio n  d id  n o t co m e a t th e  e x p en se  o f  
so m e o n e  e ls e ’s w e ll-b e in g , b u t w e live in a  very  
d ifferen t society. O u r sys tem  has its roo ts in se lf­
ish n ess an d  it co n tro ls  a lm o st ev ery  face t o f  o u r 
lives. W e su p p o rt it w ith  o u r do llars. H ow ever, I 
th in k  it is  p o ss ib le  to  o p e ra te  w ith in  th a t sy s tem  
w h ile  s till in co rp o ra tin g  y o u r  o w n  b e lie f  sy s­
tem  and  e ffec ting  ch an g e  in yo u r o w n  w ays. T h is 
m ean s sh o p p in g  sm a ll sto res i f  y o u  a re  a la rm ed  
by  th e  in creas in g  co rp o ra te  ta k e o v e r an d  its re ­
su ltin g  fe w e r  ch o ices . It m ean s  re je c tin g  th e  
b a rra g e  o f  ad v e rtis in g  and  th e  lure o f  c o n su m er 
cu ltu re  and  d ec id in g  th a t w e  d o n ’t need  these  
th ings. JVe n eed  to  p ay  a tten tio n  to  w h a t is g o ­
in g  on  in  o u r  co m m u n itie s , ta lk  w ith  n e ig h b o rs 
an d  a tten d  m e e tin g s  i f  w e  w a n t to  p a rtic ip a te  
positive ly . I f  w e  all w o rk ed  less and  sp e n t m o re  
tim e  a t h o m e  w ith  o u r ch ild ren  o r  w o rk in g  on 
p ro jec ts  w ith  frien d s , w e  co u ld  p o sitiv e ly  a lte r 
th e  c o n c e p t o f  a  g o o d  s ta n d a rd  o f  liv ing . W e 
sh o u ld n ’t be  afra id  to d ec id e  fo r o u rse lv es  w h at 
is im p o rtan t in  o u r lives, ev en  i f  it se em s th a t 
the  m ed ia  an d  th e  p o w ers  th a t be  a re  te llin g  us 
so m e th in g  co m p le te ly  d iffe ren t. N o  o n e  is p er­
fec t -  w e  a ll su c cu m b  to  th e  b a rra g e  o f  a d v e r tis ­
in g  an d  th e  c o n v en ien ce  o f  m o d e m  so c ie ty  at 
tim es bu t there  is no  reaso n  to b u y  in to  it hook , 
line an d  sinker.

E ven tually , I rea lized  the  m o n ey  I h ad  been  
b lin d ly  in vesting , a lthough  a  paltry  su m  by  over­
a ll s ta n d a rd s , w as e n d o rs in g  th in g s I d id n ’t  b e ­
lieve  in. Ju s t like th e  p ro d u c ts  I b o u g h t an d  the  
sto res I sp e n t m y  m o n ey  in , the  d o lla r  w as m y 
sm a ll vo te . I n eed ed  to  p ay  a tten tio n  an d  re c o g ­

n iz e  th a t  m y  c o m p la in ts  a b o u t  th e  s y s te m  
c o u ld n ’t b e  tak en  se rio u s ly  w h ile  I w a s  m ak in g  
m o n ey  o f f  o f  the  w o rst parts  o f  it. Ig n o rin g  th is 
resp o n s ib ility  is easy. It is no  a cc id en t th a t the 
m o n ey  w e  p u t in to  b an k s , s to ck s an d  m utual 
fun d s is im m ed ia te ly  in fu sed  in to  a co m p lex  f i­
n an c ia l sy s tem  an d  b eco m es h a rd  to  trace . C ash  
is conv erted  into figu res and  h oused  in d atabases 
an d  f in an c ia l s ta te m e n ts  w h ich  a re  to o  co m p lex  
fo r the  av e rag e  p erso n  to  d iges t. O n ce  it is tak en  
o u t o f  its p h y sic a l co n tex t, th is  m o n e y  beco m es 
eas ie r to con tro l and  m anipu la te , filte red  th rough  
m ulti-na tional cong lom erates into all sorts o f  d if­
fe re n t se c to rs  and  co m p an ies . A s lo n g  as c o m ­
p an ies re tu rn  a p o rtio n  o f  the  p ro fits  in the  form  
o f  c a sh  d iv id en d s  o r  h ig h e r  s to c k  p rices, th e  a v ­
e rag e  in v es to r  d o e s n ’t q u es tio n  th e  ac tu a l p ra c ­
tice s  o f  th ese  co m p an ies . W e a re  so n u m b ed  by 
th e  hu g e  d o lla r  figu res th a t w e  d o n ’t  th in k  abo u t 
o u r sm all co n trib u tio n  h av in g  any  real effect but, 
by  in v e s tin g  y o u r  m o n ey  in a  com p an y , y o u  are 
en d o rsin g  w h a te v e r bu sin ess p rac tices th a t co m ­
p an y  uses in o rd e r  to  tu rn  a p ro fit -  th e  b o tto m  
line. I w as e x am in in g  th e  p ro sp ec tu s  o f  a m u ­
tu a l fund  I h ad  in v ested  in an d  n o ticed  th a t G en ­
eral E le c tric  is o n e  o f  th e ir  b ig g es t ho ld in g s. G E  
is a  co m p an y  th a t m ak es a lot o f  its  m o n ey  from  
d efen se  co n trac ts . I h a te  th a t o u r m ilita ry  is so 
h u g e  an d  d isa g ree  w ith  a lm o st ev e ry  m ilita ry  
a c tio n  and  d id n ’t w an t to  be  en d o rs in g  th is  in 
an y  w ay.

M a k in g  C h o ic e s

1 d o n ’t b e lie v e  m y v o te  in  N o v e m b e r  is 
g o in g  to m ak e  an y  d iffe ren ce  -  it w o n ’t a lte r  the  
sy s te m ’s cou rse . I b e liev e  th a t h o w  w e spend  
o u r  m o n ey , d ay  a f te r  day , m a tte rs . I f  w e  all 
sto p p ed  g o in g  to  M c D o n a ld ’s th en  e v en tu a lly  it 
w o u ld  d isa p p ea r -  i t ’s s im p le  eco n o m ics , su p ­
p ly  an d  dem an d . M o n ey  is y o u r  vo te . I f  I am  
g o in g  to in v est m y m o n ey  in a sy s tem  I ’m  sk e p ­
tica l o f, th en  I sh o u ld  a t leas t m ak e  su re  m y in ­
v es tm e n t is h e lp in g  to m ak e  ch an g es . I sh o u ld  
b e  su p p o r tin g  c o m p a n ie s  th a t  a re  p ro d u c in g  
g o o d s  an d  se rv ices  th a t I can  g e t b e h in d  and  
o p e ra tin g  in  a  w a y  th a t isn ’t  h a rm fu l. I sh o u ld  
be  p ay in g  a tten tio n  to  w h a t the  co m p a n ie s  I atn  
invested  in are doing, using  m y sh a reho lder votes 
to  in flu e n ce  th e ir  d ec is io n s. T h ese  a re  p erso n a l 
ju d g m e n t ca lls  th a t I sh o u ld  be  p re p a re d  to  fo l­
low  up  on. I d o n ’t w an t to su p p o rt w ar, d isc rim i­
n a tio n  o r  c ru e lty  to  an im a ls  so I sh o u ld n ’t be 
in v es tin g  in  an y  m utual fu n d s th a t are  in d ire c tly  
m ak in g  m o n ey  o f f  o f  th ese  p rac tices.

“ N o  o n e  in  A m e ric a n  so c ie ty  to d a y  can  
e scap e  o u r  eco n o m ic  system . Y ou h av e  to  eat;

y o u  h av e  to  c lo th e  y o u rse lf ; y o u  hav e  to have  
shelter. T h ese  e ssen tia ls  are  a ll p ro v id ed  by  a 
sy s tem  bu ilt on  in v estm en t cap ital. Sure, y o u  can 
g ro w  y o u r  ow n food, w eav e  y o u r  o w n  c lo th , and 
b u ild  y o u r  o w n  lean -to , b u t th e  p o llu tio n  in the 
air, th e  co n tam in a tio n  o f  the  w ater, and  the  no ise  
o f  an  in d u stria l so c ie ty  k eep s y o u  co n n ec ted  to 
th e  system . P urity  b eco m es a  m o o t po in t. R e ­
sp o n s ib le  in v e s tin g  se e k s  to  e x e rt m a x im u m  
eco n o m ic  p ressu re  w ith in  th e  sy s tem  to  p ro d u ce  
th e  g rea te s t b e n e fit fo r all soc iety , n o t ju s t  one  
se g m en t o f  it.” 1

M o n ey  is a  to u ch y  sub ject. I u n d e rstan d  the 
a rg u m en t, u sed  by  m y se lf  a t tim es, th a t it is all 
ev il -  th a t p a rtic ip a tin g  in th e  sy s tem  an d  m a k ­
ing  a  p ro fit  a t all is w ro n g . B u t w h a t a re  to d a y ’s 
real a lte rn a tiv e s?  M o st o f  th e  w o rld  to d a y  is 
s tr iv in g  to w ard s  so m e  fo n n  o f  cap ita lism . W hy 
n o t u se  th e  p o w e r  w e  h av e  as c itizen s  in  the  
g rea te s t o f  cap ita lis t co u n tr ie s  to m ak e  a d iffe r­
en ce?  W h en  y o u  p u t y o u r  p a y c h e c k  in a  b ig  
ban k , y o u  are  a llo w in g  th a t b an k  to u se  y o u r 
m o n ey  to m ak e  m o re  m o n ey  in w h a te v e r  w ay  
th ey  ch o o se . M a n y  o f  th e se  b an k s , like m o st 
cap ita lis t in v esto rs , in v est in an y  a rea  th a t w ill 
p ro v id e  th e  g rea test re tu rn  on  th e  p rincipal. T hey  
a re n ’t u su a lly  a sk in g  ab o u t m in o rity  h irin g  p o li­
c ies  o r w h e th e r  th ey  use sw ea t sh o p  labor. W e 
c a n ’t co m p la in  ab o u t th e  e ro s io n  o f  co n tro l in 
o u r lives if  w e  a re n ’t w illin g  to  ac tiv e ly  su p p o rt 
a lte rn a tiv es. I f  w e tru ly  w an t a  b e tte r  w o rld  to 
live  in  th en  w e h av e  to e ffe c t ch an g e  in o u r ow n  
w ay s, w h a te v e r o u r c ircu m stan ces  h ap p en  to be.

W h en  I th o u g h t ab o u t ho w  I. w as  in v estin g  
m y m oney , I fe lt s tu p id  fo r no t ac tiv e ly  b e in g  
m o re  invo lv ed . 1 d id  so m e  re sea rch  and  cam e 
ac ro ss a co u p le  o f  b o oks on  so c ia lly  re sp o n sib le  
inv estin g . T h is  te rm  s im p ly  m ean s in v es tin g  in 
c o m p an ies  th a t w eig h  fac to rs  lik e  h u m an  righ ts , 
m o ra lity  a n d  th e  e n v iro n m e n t w h e n  m a k in g  
b u sin e ss  d ec is io n s  in stead  o f  sa c rif ic in g  these  
in te rests  fo r th e  g rea te s t p ro fit. I lea rn ed  that 
th e re  w ere  d o zen s  o f  so c ia lly  re sp o n s ib le  m u ­
tual fun d s th a t w o rk ed  ju s t, like th e  o n es  I w as 
a lread y  inv ested  in , ex cep t th a t th ey  w ere  m a k ­
ing  a ttem p ts  to  sc ree n  o u t th e  e sp e c ia lly  evil 
p a rts  o f  th e  system .

S o c ia l ly  R e s p o n s i b l e  I n v e s t in g
A ris in g  fro m  e n v iro n m en ta l co n ce rn s , the 

u n res t o f  th e  60s an d  in creasin g  h um an  righ ts 
c o n sc io u sn e s s , so c ia lly  re sp o n s ib le  in v es tin g  
em erg ed  as a v iab le  co n cep t. C h u rch es , u n iv e r­
sities and  co m m u n ity  o rgan iza tions d ecided  they  
c o u ld n ’t be  fig h tin g  soc ial w ro n g s  w ith in  th e ir  
in stitu tions w h ile  they  w ere  in v estin g  th e ir  h o ld ­
ings in c o m p an ies  th a t p rac ticed  th ese  in e q u i­
ties. Ju s t b ecau se  th ey  w e re n ’t ac tiv e ly  ru n n in g  
a  sw ea t sh o p  in In d o n esia  o r  d ro p p in g  b o m bs 
on  in n o cen t fo re ig n  c iv ilian s d id n ’t m ean  they  
w e re n ’t in d ire c tly  c o n tr ib u tin g  to so m e o f  these  
ac tio n s th ro u g h  th e ir  f in an c ia l su p p o rt o f  ce r­
ta in  b ig  c o rp o ra tio n s  o r  th e  U .S . m ilita ry . T h is 
b ro u g h t up so m e  u n c o m fo rta b le  tru th s . B u t, 
sin ce  m an y  o f  th ese  in s titu tio n s  w ere  w ealthy , 
they  held  p o w er w ith in  the  system . T h e  bes t w ay  
to  m ak e  p o sitiv e  ch an g es  in th e  w o rld , th e  so-



c a lly  c o n sc io u s  m em b ers  o f  th ese  ch u rch es and  
c o m m u n itie s  a rg u e d , w a s  w ith  th e ir  m o n ey . 
D uring  the  60s, 70s and  80s, m any  church  m e m ­
bers an d  stu d e n ts  p u t p re ssu re  on th e ir  b o ard s to 
d iv es t from  c o m p an ies  th a t w ere  p o llu tin g  the 
a tm o sp h e re , m a k in g  arm s an d  p ro m o tin g  u n ­
h ea lth y  life sty les . T h e  d iv es tm en t from  S outh  
A frica  d u rin g  th e  80s led  to  the  en d  o f  ap a rt­
heid , p ro v in g  th a t th e  m o n e y  v o te  he ld  en o u g h  
sw ay  to  p lay  a b ig  part in b rin g in g  do w n  the  
en tren ch ed  g o v e rn m en t and  d isc rim in a to ry  sy s­
tem  o f  a la rg e , p o w erfu l country .

U s in g  y o u r  m o n ey , o n  a  s m a lle r  sc a le , 
w o rk s  th e  sa m e  w ay. T h e  e a s ie s t w ay  to  in v est 
resp o n s ib ly  is th ro u g h  so c ia lly  re sp o n sib le  m u ­
tual funds. T h ese  funds, lik e  all m u tual funds, 
h o ld  a  v a rie ty  o f  in v es tm en ts  -  s to ck s, b onds, 
e tc. -  w h ich  o ffe r  a  d iv e rse , m o re  sp read  ou t 
o p t io n  th a n  in ­
v e s t in g  in in d i ­
v id u a l  s to c k s .
F u n d  m a n a g e r s  
poo l an d  co n tro l 
m o n ey .. F o r  so ­
c ia lly  responsib le  
funds, these m an ­
a g e r s  w o r k  to  
sc reen  ou t certain  
p rac tices , (p o llu ­
tio n , rac ism , se x ­
ism ) s ta y  o u t o f  
q u e s t i o n a b l e  
m anufac tu rin g  areas, (arm am en ts , tobacco , gam ­
bling ) a n d /o r  to p ro m o te  th in g s like co m m u n ity  
d ev e lo p m en t and  th e  en d  o f  an im al tes ting . T h e  
n u m b er o f  so c ia lly  resp o n s ib le  funds has g row n 
o v e r the  years  in resp o n se  to the  v aried  dem an d s 
o f  so c ia lly  co n sc io u s  in v esto rs . Today, en ough  
funds ex is t to m ak e  it re la tiv e ly  s im p le  fo r so ­
c ia lly  co n sc io u s  in v es to rs  to  ta ilo r  th e ir  in v est­
m e n ts  to  a v o id  so c ia l e v ils  th a t  th e y  a re  is  
against. In o rd e r  to  find  the  bes t co m b in a tio n  o f  
soc ial aw aren ess , p o sitiv e  e ffe c tiv e n ess an d  re ­
tu rn  on  in v es tm en t, y o u  w ill have  to do so m e  o f  
yo u r ow n research . T here  are trade-offs and co m ­
p ro m ises in v o lv ed  in m ak in g  th ese  ch o ices . N o 
fund , p ro b ab ly  no  b u sin e ss  fo r p ro fit, is g o in g  
to  sh a re  a ll o f  y o u r  b e lie fs . I f  y o u  a re  lo o k in g  to 
m ak e  m o n ey  on  y o u r  in v es tm en t then  y o u  m ay  
hav e  to  be  sa tis f ie d  w ith  m ak in g  ch o ices  based  
on the  le sse r  o f  tw o  ev ils , b u t by  co n s id e rin g  a 
co m p an y 's  bu sin ess p rac tices a lo n g  w ith  its ab il­
ity  to  m ak e  a  p ro fit y o u  are  tak in g  a  step  in the  
righ t d irec tio n . E n o u g h  in v es to rs  b o y co ttin g  a 
ce rta in  b u sin e ss  p rac tice  co u ld  fo rce  the  w h o le  
in d u stry  to  ch a n g e  ju s t  to  b e  ab le  to  com pete . 
F o r m o re  in fo rm a tio n  on  th e  d iffe ren t funds, try  
the  lib ra ry  (I found  a  few  b o o k s in the  bu sin ess 
sec tion  on th is  to p ic ), th e  In ternet (th e re  are  free 
te rm in a ls  a t m o st p u b lic  lib ra rie s  i f  you  d o n ’t 
hav e  y o u r  ow n  access), se a rch in g  u n d er soc ia lly  

' resp o n sib le  inv estin g  o r  by  ta lk in g  to investm en t 
b ro k ers  ( th e re  a re  b ro k e rs  in m an y  c itie s  tha t 
sp ec ia lize  in so c ia lly  re sp o n s ib le  in v estm en t). I 
found  o n e  site  on  the  in ternet (Soc ial In vestm en t 
F o ru m ) th a t lis ted  soc ial sc reen s, m in im u m  in- 

j v es tm e n ts  an d  pas t p e rfo rm a n c e  fo r m ore than

fifty  funds. B y re v ie w in g  th is  in fo rm a tio n , y o u  
can  h o n e  in on a  fund  th a t m ig h t be  righ t for 
yo u . S om e funds sc reen  o u t fo r  th in g s  like  to ­
b acco , a lco h o l and  g am b lin g ; so m e  p ro fess  to 
p ro m o te  b e tte r m in o rity  h irin g  o r  lab o r re la tions. 
M o s t fu n d s  re q u ire  a n  in it ia l  in v e s tm e n t o f  
$ 1 ,0 0 0 , bu t th e re  a re  so m e  as low  as $50  and  
m o st o f  th em  w ill le t y o u  g e t o n  a  m o n th ly  p lan  
to  b u ild  up  y o u r  m in im u m  re q u ire m e n t o v e r  
tim e. In  genera l te n n s , a t leas t th ese  funds are 
run  by  p e o p le  w h o  a re  p a y in g  a tten tio n  to  m o re  
th an  ju s t  the  b o tto m  line.

F o r those  cap ita lists w h o  are  skep tica l about 
m ak in g  m o n ey  w h ile  b e in g  so c ia lly  aw are , one 
n e e d s  o n ly  to  lo o k  a t th e  fin an c ia l fac ts. O v er 
th e  p as t 5 o r  10 years , d o zen s o f  so c ia lly  re sp o n ­
sib le  m u tu a l fun d s h a v e  d e v e lo p ed  so lid  h is to ­
r ie s  o f  ab o v e  a v e ra g e  re tu rn s . M o s t o f  th ese

fun d s hav e  been  
a b le  to  m a k e  a 
p r o f i t  o n  p a c e  
w ith  th e ir  c o m ­
p e t i t o r s  w h i le  
so c ia lly  sc re e n ­
in g  f o r  t h in g s  
like d efen se  co n ­
trac ts , c ru e lty  to 
a n im a l s ,  a n d  
harm fu l en v iro n ­
m en ta l p rac tices. 
T h e s e  f u n d s  
h a v e  p r o v e n ,  

o v e r  th e  lo n g  te rm , th a t it is p o ss ib le  to  p a rtic i­
p a te  p o sitiv e ly  w h ile  still ea rn in g  a  g o o d  re tu rn  
on  y o u r  in v es tm en t.

C a p i t a l i s m  o n  y o u r  o w n  t e r m s

“ R espo n sib le  inv estin g  is, in so m e w ays, 
c rea ting  a  m ore eth ical cap ita lism  in the finan­
cial se rv ices industry, b u t it is still cap ita lism  and 
o n e  o f  the final o b jec tives is to  tu rn  a p rofit.”  2

In  d e c id in g  h o w  to  sp e n d  o u r m oney , w e 
have  to d ecide  i f  av o id in g  the w o rst ev ils o f  cap i­
ta lism  is en o u g h . I s tru g g led  w ith  the  idea  o f  
w ritin g  th is a rtic le  b ecau se  I h av e  b een  read in g  
m o re  an d  m o re  ab o u t a n a rch ism  an d  th in k in g  
abo u t all k inds o f  p eop le , h e ro es o f  all ages, w ho 
are  in v en tin g  th e ir  o w n  sy stem s. I rea lize  th a t I 
am  still in v o lv ed  in the  sy s tem  m o re  th an  I w an t 
to  be. C h a llen g in g  the  sy s tem  d irec tly  an d  m a k ­
in g  rea l a t te m p ts  to  liv e  p o s it iv e ly  w ith  th e  
p eo p le  y o u  co m e  in c o n tac t w ith  ev e ry d ay  are 
m u ch  m o re  p o w erfu l an d  im m e d ia te  w a y s  to 
e ffe c t ch an g e . B y  in tro d u c in g  th e  p rac tice  o f  so ­
c ia lly  re sp o n s ib le  in v e s tin g  I am  o n ly  try in g  to 
o ffe r  an idea  fo r im p ro v e m e n t in a n o th e r  area  
o f  o u r lives. G ran ted , it’s m o re  a p rac tica l idea 
th an  a  rad ica l one. S o c ia lly  re sp o n s ib le  in v est­
ing  is no t a  w ay  to o v e rth ro w  th e  sy s tem  b u t it 
is  an  easy  w ay  to  m ak e  so m e  d iffe ren ce .

T here  are  m o re  ex trem e investm en t op tions 
as w ell. Y ou m ay  w an t to  lo o k  in to  local loan 
funds, w h ich  p ro v id e  lo w  in te rest lo an s to th o se  
w h o  m ig h t n o t e v e r  q u a lify  u n d e r  n o rm al c r ite ­
r ia , o r  in loca l n o n -p ro fits  w h ich  seek  to se rv e  
y o u r  im m ed ia te  com m unity . Investing  w ith  y our 
co n sc ien ce  cou ld  be as s im p le  as p rov id in g  som e

cap ita l so  that a  frien d  can  rea lize  h is  o r h er 
d ream  an d  sta rt a  reco rd  label to  p u t o u t f r ie n d s ’ 
b an d s . M ay b e  y o u  w a n t to  s ta rt a  sm all sto re  to 
se ll th e  p ro d u c ts  y o u  an d  y o u r  frien d s m ak e  o r  
fund  a  n o n -p ro fit c a fe  th a t se rv es h ea lth y  food  
m ad e  ou t o f  food grow n  locally. In  all businesses, 
th e re  a re  c o n s ta n t c h o ic e s ; c h o ic e s  b e tw e e n  
c h e a p e r  an d  e n v iro n m e n ta lly  b e tte r  p ro d u c ts; 
ch o ices  b e tw een  w h a t’s b es t fo r the  o w n ers  and  
w h a t’s fa ires t to  all; ch o ices  b e tw een  co m m u ­
n ity  w e ll-b e in g  o r  p e rso n a l ga in . I f  y o u  d o n ’t 
w a n t th in g s  in y o u r  w o rld  to  b e  so m u ch  ab o u t 
m oney , th en  p u t y o u r  m oney , a lo n g  w ith  y o u r  
tim e  an d  ta len ts, in p ro jec ts  th a t d o n ’t on ly  th ink  
ab o u t p ro fit.

S o c ia lly  re sp o n s ib le  in v es tin g  m ean s  ta k ­
ing  an ac tiv e  in te re s t in h o w  y o u r  m o n e y  is a f­
fec tin g  th e  w orld . It is still p o ss ib le  to  m ak e  
m o n ey  w h ile  b e in g  a  p o sitiv e  fo rce , w h e th e r  you  
ch o o se  to  sta rt y o u r  o w n  b u sin e ss , fu n d  a  local 
g rassro o ts  g roup  o r  invest in so c ia lly  responsib le  
m u tu a l funds. H o w  y o u  c h o o se  to  a ffe c t th e  
w o rld  y o u  live in is up  to  yo u . W h a t y o u  ch o o se  
to  do  w ith  y o u r m o n ey  is y o u r  ow n  bu sin ess. 
B u t w ith  a ll the  g rea t m ach in e ry  o f  th e  sy s tem  
w o rk in g  tow ards en tic ing  us in to  bu y in g  its p ro d ­
ucts a n d  its ideas to  ach iev e  h ap p in ess , in c re a s­
ing  its p ro fits  by  p ro m is in g  us a life sty le  th a t is 
u n a tta in ab le , sh o u ld n ’t it b e  im p o rtan t fo r u s  to 
be  skep tica l and  th o u g h tfu l ab o u t h o w  w e spend  
o u r m o n ey ?  W e h av e  to  b e lie v e  th a t o u r  ac tio n s 
m ak e  a  d iffe ren ce . I f  w e d o n ’t w a n t p ro fits  to 
be  m o re  im p o rtan t than  d a m ag in g  o u r e n v iro n ­
m en t o r sc rew in g  o v e r  o u r fe llow  p eo p le , th en  
it is  up  to  all o f  us to use  w h a te v e r  vo ice  w e 
m igh t hav e  to ch an g e  the system . B y  bu y in g  into 
the  co n v en ien ce  and  co n su m erism  p u sh e d  on  us 
b y  th e  c a p ita lis t sy s tem , w e  a re  a llo w in g  th e  
sy s tem  to  con tro l us. B y n o t p a y in g  a tten tio n , 
som eo n e  else is m ak in g  ou r dec is io n s fo r u s w ith  
th e ir  b e s t in te rests  in m ind . I ’d  lik e  to  h av e  the  
freed o m  to  m ak e  m y  ow n  d ec is io n s . 

NOTES
1. Inv estin g  W ith Y our C onscience  by John C. 
Harrington Wiley and Sons 1992 p. 62 
2. Same as above, p. 55

If  any o f  these ideas interested you then please read 
William Upski W imsatt’s book, “No More Prisons” . 
It is an inspiring collection o f  essays. The book is avail­
able from Soft Skull Press, 98 Suffolk #3A NY. NY 
10002 / www.softskull.com



T H E  C I T Y  L I F E  O F  F A K E  M E A T

b y  B e t h  B a r n e t t

part one. lunch-meat.
R ecently , I have  been  ea ting  a lo t o f  v eg an  fake p ro cessed  m eats. 

T hey  co n sist m o stly  o f  so y b e an s and sp ices bu t look  a lm o st in d istin ­
g u ish a b le  from  real m ea t p roducts. D eli slices, T ofu  P ups, B o ca  B urgers, 
p ep p ero n i slices, ham . Y ou nam e it, I ’ve  w o rk ed  it in som ew here . I like 
th is fak e-m eat s tu f f  b ecau se  it is co n v en ien t and  filling  in the  w ay  the 
real th in g  w ou ld  be, bu t it is n ’t m ea t at all, and  th a t m akes it goo d  fo r  m e. 
It seem s very  silly  tha t I ’m  ea tin g  ho t dogs and  deli san d w ich es these  
days. V eganism  seem s so  m uch  abo u t not ea tin g  like ev e ry o n e  e lse , it is 
o d d  to  find  it p o ss ib le  to  fu n c tio n  in an para lle l u n iv erse  o f  im ita tion  
m ea t, like n o th in g  has changed . T h e  p ro cessed  m ea t p ro d u c t is a sp ooky  
th ing - o b scu re  in ap p earan ce , co m p le te ly  m anu fac tu red . H ere  I am  e a t­
ing food  c ra fted  in the  im age o f  food  I have  re jec ted  fo r years.

H ow ever, no  one is g o in g  to den y  th a t p ro cessed  foo d s are  c o n v e ­
n ien t and  easy, reg a rd le ss  o f  th e ir  com position . T h a t is w h y  m o st peop le  
(w ith  access to them ) ea t a t leas t som e p re -p ack ag ed , p ro cessed  foods. 
T h a t is w h y  a  lot o f  A m erican s seem  to on ly  eat th ese  k in d s o f  foods. I 
ea t p len ty  o f  p ro cessed  foods tha t d o n ’t p re ten d  to  be m eat, like snack  
foods, cook ies, an d  cand ies. But, I ea t less o f  th a t s tu ff  than  the av erage  
p erson  p a rtly  b ecau se  it is unap p ea lin g , and  p a rtly  b ecau se  a lot o f  p ro d ­
u c ts  co n ta in  an im al in g red ien ts o f  one  fo rm  o r ano ther. W h en  I sto p p ed  
ea ting  m ea t and o th e r  an im al foo d s ab o u t seven  years  ago  it had  n o th in g  
to do w ith  the  ta s te  and  tex tu re  o f  m ea t and  ev ery th in g  to do w ith  w h at 
m ea t is. W h en  I s topped  ea tin g  those  th ings I ev o lv ed  th is to tally  d iffe r­
en t v iew  o f  food and d isco v ered  issues re la ted  to fo o d  I n ev er befo re  
im agined . 1 learned  m uch  m ore ab o u t nu tritio n  an d  abo u t the  p ro cesses 
th a t m ak e  m ea t ou t o f  an im als. N ow , as 1 ch o m p  on a so y -b u rg er o r  a 
to fu  p u p  I can  tak e  w h a t I kn o w  about m eat an d  th in k  ab o u t the  v eg ­
etab les.

V egetarian ism  can  be  ex p la in ed  by  a se ries  o f  tex tb o o k  ju s tif ic a ­
tions: co m p assio n , n o n -v io le n ce , an im al r ig h ts , en v iro n m en ta lism , p er­
sona l taste , and  h u m an  h ealth . B u t these  valu es are too  b ro ad  to fit in to  a 
nea t little  v eg e ta rian  vs. n o t v eg e ta rian  d icho tom y. T hese  eth ics , a t the 
b as is  o f  m o st u rb an  v e g e ta r ia n s’ ideo log ies, are  b road. M ore  than  su p e r­
fic ial th o u g h t abo u t the im p lica tions o f  o u r food  dec is io n s tu rn s up a  w eb 
o f  op tions and con trad ic tions. Food, a basic necessity  and  un iversa l need, 
em b o d ies the  p ro b lem s inheren t in o u r so c ie ty  and  deep  in o u r sp iritua l 
se lves, ev en  fo r v eg e ta rian s-  th e  “en lig h ten ed ” ones.

Rev. R ichard  M ackin’s  Book o f  Letters: Consum er De­
fen se  Corporate Poetry #13

Contemporary American consumer culture privileges 
the passive consumer. The system works best when we are 
empty vessels with desires as malleable as the morphing 
glut o f  products that each o f  us positively “can 't live with­
out.” But what happens when a conspicuous consumer de­
cides to call major corporations on their shit by way o f  their 
customer service department? Such a tactic has produced 
13 issues o f  Rich M ackin’s zine Book o f  Letters: Consumer 
Defense Corporate Poetry. As a collection o f letters and 
their responses (or lack thereof) to and from the major cor­
porations that sponsor your soul, the most recent issue will leave you 
laughing, crying and saying “The Power o f  the Pen to the People!” 

Taking corporations up on their offer to “ Let us know what you think 
about our product,”  Rich spends the wee hours o f  the evening furiously draft­
ing notes to customer service departments across the globe to give them a piece 
o f  his mind. For example, in one note to Bruegger’s Bagel Company. Rich 
suggests that he was put o ff by a regional employee referring to him as “Sir” 
when he stops in occasionally to get a sandwich. Instead, he suggests that they 
implement a company-wide policy o f  calling people “My Man," because it 
sounds so much more natural and sets him at ease on his lunch break. Mackin's 
letters range from mildly agitating questions like where does Peter Pan Peanut 
Butter Toast Crackers get their “toast” flavor from to the more incisive limer­

ick written to Proctor and Gamble about torturing bunnies.
As you can imagine, some o f  companies take time to respond to 

Mackin's queries-a lot don’t. He prints the former and stamps a huge 
“NO REPLY” at the bottom o f  notes that the company has failed to 
respond  to. The responses are m ost funny w hen a w orker at 
ConglomoCorp. attempts to jam  a response to M ackin's query into the 
standard form letter. “Thank you for the suggestion that we make an­
other variety o f  Lever 2000,” is the beginning o f  a response to a letter 
suggesting that the company cash in on the millennial craze and call 
themselves Lever 2K. Rather than address M ackin’s frustration with 
Keebler and their packaging that show's a “suggested serving” o f  cook­
ies being dunked and eaten by a bunch o f  elves (which Rich thinks is 
not an option for him), Keebler simply responds with a form letter 

thanking him for his concern and apologizing for the fact that he is unsatisfied 
with Keebler EL Double Fudge Cookies.

Mackin’s zine is one o f  many ways to wrestle control back from corpora­
tions. It may not be the most destabilizing or long-term way, but Book O f Letters 
is hilariously fun and will have you drafting a few letters o f  your own by the 
time you’re done reading. If  you can’t overthrow them, why not just be a thorn 
in their side?
- jason kuesma

$3 ppd in the US / c/o Rich Mackin / PO Box 890 / Allston. MA 0 2 134 
Digest, 38 pages, photocopied



part two. daydreaming.
S ta rin g  o u t the  w in d o w  at d inner, I g o t to  d ay d ream in g  abo u t m y 

v eg an  C an ad ian  baco n  and  pepp ero n i slices. I im ag in ed  m y se lf  sta rting  
a  n ew  jo b  (n o t in a  v eg e ta rian  re stau ran t o r hea lth  fo o d  sto re) in  w h ich , 
fo r so m e reason , 1 d id n ’t feel like te llin g  ev e ry o n e  I w as v eg an . I t’s such  
a  h assle  so m etim es, esp ec ia lly  righ t a t first. I ten d  to p a c k  m y  lunch , and  
v egan  p ep p ero n i, n ay o n n a ise , and  so m e v eg g ies w o rk s  n ice ly  in  a  sa n d ­
w ich . O f  co u rse , no  o n e  w o u ld  n o tice  any th in g  d iffe ren t o r  sp ec ia l about 
m y sandw ich es. T h ey  w o u ld n ’t m ak e  co m m en ts ab o u t h o w  th ey  hav e  a  
n iece  w h o  is v eg e ta rian , o r  ask  i f  1 eat fish  and  ch icken . T h ey  w o u ld  
assum e th a t I w as “n o rm a l”-  that I w as a  “ m eat-ea te r.” T h ey  w o u ld  have  
n o  ev id en ce  to  th e  con trary , u n le ss  I v o lu n teered  it. B ut th a t scenario  
m akes m e th ink , “ oh, h o w  very  em b arra ss in g !”

O u t o f  th is daze , I m en tio n ed  the  w o rk  scen ario  to  a frien d  o f  m ine, 
w h o  ea ts  real sa lam i san d w ich es, and  she  rep lied  by  say ing , “ oh , th a t’s 
w eird , I g u ess y o u  m ig h t w o n d e r  w h a t’s th e  p o in t [o f  n o t ea tin g  th e  real 
th in g ].” S he d id n ’t u n d erstand . O f  cou rse , it is n ’t  ab o u t the  appearan ce  
at all, o r  the  tas te  o r  the  tex tu re . I t’s all ab o u t w h a t the  fo o d  is ac tu a lly  
co m p o sed  of, qu ite  exp lic itly , in detail.

R eally , I d o n ’t w an t p eop le  to a ssu m e I ea t m eat. I ’v e  d e fin ite ly  
m e llo w e d  m y  a t t i tu d e  a b o u t 
m eat in the  pas t few  years , and 
I th ink  peop le  have  the  rig h t to 
eat an im als , and  in so m e cases 
it is  b e t te r  fo r  su rv iv a l  a n d  
health  to eat m eat than to refuse.
B u t I ’m  p ro u d  to be  vegeta rian , 
in m y c ircu m stan ces . I t’s no t a 
secret. It’s not som eth ing  I th ink  
I sh o u ld  h id e . O n c e  I to o k  
c rack ers  an d  v eg g ie  pepp ero n i 
s lice s w ith  m e  to ea t as a  snack  on  a  p lan e  trip , b u t I c o u ld n ’t  b ea r  to  take  
th em  ou t b ecau se  I f ig u red  th e  g u y  n ex t to  m e w o u ld  b e  co n fu sed  as to 
w h y  the  s tew ard ess b ro u g h t m e  a veg an  m eal earlier. I d id n ’t ca re  w h at 
the  p ep p ero n i looked  like, to  ea t it. I ca red  w h at it lo o k ed  like to  ev ery ­
o n e  else  w h o  w o u ld n ’t b e  ab le  to  tell the  d ifference . I d id n ’t  w a n t th is 
stran g e r to th in k  I a te  p ep p ero n i, even  though  he w o u ld  hav e  assu m ed  it 
anyw ay , an d  ev en  th o u g h  h e  w o u ld n ’t see  m e ag a in  and  d id n ’t care . C all 
m e  a b ask e t-ca se , b u t th a t’s how  I feel.

part three, ingredients.
B e in g  v eg an  in A m e ric a  is a ll ab o u t read in g  in g red ien ts  labels . 

E x cep t fo r  th e  d ie -h a rd  w h o le  foods p eo p le , m o st v eg an s ea t so m e p ro ­
cessed  o r  p ack ag e d  foods. I t’s a lw ay s and  ad v en tu re  an d  a  tr iu m p h  to 
find  an im al-free  item s. T here  are about a  m illion  sneaky, obscure ly  nam ed  
ingred ien ts used  as add itives and preservatives, d o ugh  co nd itioners, em u l­
sifiers, f lav o r enhan ce rs , w hatever- that all co m e from  an im als  in one 
w ay  o r ano ther. S om e o f  them , like u rea  (in  sh am p o o ), can  be  m ade 
sy n th e tica lly  now , w h ich  is n ice . A b o u t h a lf  m y  tim e  sp e n t in  th e  g ro ­
cery  sto re  is tak en  up  b y  sp eed -read in g  in g red ien ts  lab e ls  o n  p ack ag ed  
foods. A nd , I am  no t th e  s tric tes t vegan  o u t there . I ea t honey , red -40  
(c ru sh ed  in sec ts? ), w h ite  su g a r (so m etim es p ro cessed  th ro u g h  ch arred  
an im al b ones), an d  so m etim es so d iu m  ste ro l lac ty la te  (m ay  o r m ay  no t 
be  from  m ilk). I f  I acc id en ta lly  buy  b read  that has ch an g ed  its in g red i­
en ts  to  in c lu d e  “ cu ltu red  w h e y ” (the  basta rd s!) I ’ll f in ish  th e  loaf. I a l­
ready  b o u g h t it. It is no t g o in g  to  k ill me.

N ow  that I am  an am a teu r ing red ien ts  expert, o b se ssed  w ith  look ing  
at labels , 1 ten d  to  n o tice  that hard ly  an y o n e  else  "n o rm a l” b o th ers  to 
read  in g red ien ts  at all. I f  it says i t ’s food , i f  it looks like  food , i f  th e re ’s 
no  m o ld , th e y ’ll ea t it. M y  m o th e r u sed  to read  in g red ien ts  on  cereal 
box es to ch eck  fo r “ su g a r firs t,”  to  p rev en t m y s is te r and  m e from  eating  
co m p le te  ju n k  food  fo r b reak fast. S he  looks at the  “n u tr itio n a l in fo rm a­
tio n ” sec tion  fo r fa t con ten t. B ut n e ith e r  she , n o r an y o n e  else  I kn o w  
w h o  isn ’t  e ith e r  v eg e ta rian  o r a  h ea lth -n u t is as o b se ssed  w ith  con ten ts .

To m e, it seem s w e ird  no t to  kn o w  the  in g red ien ts  o f  so m eth in g  
b e fo re  ea tin g  it. F oo d  is a  m a jo r  part o f  life. I t’s u p  there  w ith  w ater, 
sleep , and  sex . It seem s o d d  an d  d istu rb in g  to n o t qu ite  k n o w  w h a t y o u ’re 
ea ting  m ost o f  the  tim e. O th e r  an im als  run in to  tro u b le  w h en  th ey  d o n ’t

pay  a tten tio n  to  w h at th e y ’re  ea ting . T hey  run  the  risk  o f  ea ting  p o iso n ­
ous in sec ts  o r  p lan ts. H u m an s freq u en tly  g e t food  p o iso n in g  too , a l­
th o u g h  it ra re ly  k ills  us. T h e  th in g  w ith  h u m an s is th a t w e ’v e  g o tten  so 
goo d  a t m an u fac tu rin g  food  that w e  h av e  h u n d red s o f  p ro cessed  p ro d ­
ucts th a t look  n o th in g  like th e  w h o le  foods th a t co m p o se  them . T here  are  
ch ild ren  w h o  d o n ’t k n o w  th a t ham  co m es from  a  p ig . T here  are  adu lts  
w h o  d o n ’t k n o w  th a t the  cas in g  o f  an a sau sag e  is m ad e  o u t o f  in testines. 
T hey  d o n ’t  h av e  to  know , so th ey  d o n ’t.

part four, origin.

T h e  m ain  p ro b lem  th a t I hav e  w ith  p ro cessed  m ea t p ro d u c ts , sp e­
c ifica lly , is th a t th ey  co m p le te ly  rem ove the  p ro cess o f  ea tin g  m ea t from  
th e  physica l appearan ce  o f  the an im als, the  tang ib le  rea lity  o f  th e ir  s laugh­
ter, an d  fro m  th e  sacrifice  invo lved . B o lo g n a  is a  m ed ley  o f  m ea t in g re ­
d ien ts, w ith  a  h o m o genous p in k  appearance , th a t the  average  p erson  cou ld  
n o t m ak e  fro m  scra tch . T u rkey  lunch  m ea t d o e sn ’t look  the  sam e as a  
b reast o f  tu rkey , and  th a t d o e sn ’t lo o k  the  sam e as a  tu rk ey  y o u  ju s t  k illed  
an d  p lu ck ed  you rse lf. T here  is th is to tal d isc o n n ec tio n  b e tw een  the  a n i­
m als  se rv in g  as foo d , an d  the  consum er. T h e  co n su m er n ev e r has to 
th in k  ab o u t w h a t h is o r  h e r  food  ac tu a lly  is, an d  she  d o e sn ’t h av e  any  real

re la tio n sh ip  w ith  th a t food. Part 
o f  w h y  I b ecam e  v eg e ta rian  w as 
b ecau se  I cam e to  b e liev e  that i f  
a p erson  is g o ing  to  ea t food  that 
co m es from  an  an im al, he  o r she 
sh ou ld  feel ab le  to  s la u g h te r  that 
an im al h im  o r  herse lf. I hav e  a 
h a rd  tim e  im a g in in g  it, a n d  I 
co u ld n ’t u n less  m y life dep en d ed  
on  it. S o , I sto p p e d  ea tin g  it. 

P ro c e sse d  fa k e -m e a ts  c ra f te d  
in to  shapes like the  th in , c ircu lar, p ro cessed  rea l-m ea ts  tas te  an d  look  
abo u t the  sam e, b u t th ey  sha res no  co m p lic ity  in the  pa in  an d  sa c rifice  o f  
an im als. H ow ever, fake bo lo g n a  is ju s t  as h a rd  to  m ake fro m  scra tch  as 
real bo logna. It is still m an u fac tu red  food. T here  is still a d isc o n n ec tio n  
b e tw een  th e  fo o d  an d  th e  consum er. T h e  n u tritio n a l in fo rm atio n  labels 
are  n o t req u ired  to  m en tio n  w h ere  the  in g red ien ts  co m e  from . I f  the 
in g red ien ts are  no t ce rtified  o rgan ic  (a lthough  they  o ften  a re  in v eg e ta r­
ian  h ea lth -fo o d  p ro d u c ts) , th e re  is no  req u irem en t fo r  the  label to m en ­
tion  w h a t p es tic id e s  w ere  u sed  o n  them , o r  w h e th e r  th e re  w as any  g e ­
netic  eng ineering . M an u fac tu red  foods w ith  o rgan ic  in g red ien ts are  m ore 
acco u n tab le , b u t d esc rip tio n s o n  labels still d o n ’t m atch  a tru e  u n d er­
sta n d in g  o f  th e  p ro cess o f  p lan tin g , g row ing , h arv estin g , an d  then  m ak ­
ing  the  fo o d  b e fo re  it reach es th e  consum er.

In som e cases, p roduce  a is le s  m ention  w h e th e r  certa in  fru its  and 
vege tab les have  been locally  g row n , o r they  hav e  sticke rs that say  “g row n 
in C a lifo rn ia .”  B u t ev en  w ith  these  fresh , w h o le  foods, m ost hav e  no 
ex p lan a tio n  o f  ho w  th ey  cam e to  be  on d isp lay  in fron t o f  u s fo r $ 1,59/lb. 
In the  U S  a t th is po in t, o n ly  ab o u t 3%  o f  the  p o p u la tio n  is en g ag ed  in 
farm ing , a n d  a  goo d  p o rtio n  o f  th em  g ro w  cro p s like a lfa lfa , c o m , and  
soy b ean s fo r u se  in liv esto ck  feed . M ost p eo p le  d o n ’t hav e  a  v eg e tab le  
garden .

N ew  g en e tica lly  m o d ified  v eg e tab les are  co m in g  to  sto res as p ro ­
duce  an d  as in g red ien ts. Soy, a stap le  o f  m y d ie t, is g row n  in large q u an ­
tities w ith  a pes tic id e  en g in eered  in to  it. M y d o c to r  and  the rad io  both  
to ld  m e th a t p o ss ib ly  70 p ercen t o f  so ybeans used  in no n -o rg an ic  p ro ­
cessed  foo d s a re  G M O s. C o m  is a lso  in a lot o f  pack ag ed  foods and  it is 
b e in g  g ro w n  and  so ld  w ith  pestic id es o r  tran sg en ic  g en es in  the  crops. 
I ’ve  h eard  o f  ex p e rim en ts  that p lace  an im al and  fish  g en es in to  p lan ts. 
W hat d o es that m ean  fo r v eg e ta rian s?  Is a  sa lm o n -to m ato  still v eg e ta r­
ian?  I ’ve  n ev e r m ad e  a  co m p le te  sw itch  to  o rg an ic  p ro d u ce  an d  p ack ­
ag ed  foods, m ain ly  b ecau se  o f  th e  h ig h e r p rices an d  sm a lle r  se lec tion , 
bu t I ’m  th ink ing  abo u t it. G enetic  eng ineering  on ly  com plica tes the  search  
fo r  o rig in  an d  in g red ien ts. S o  far, the F D A  an d  U S D A  th in k  labeling  
G M O s is u n n ecessa ry  and  w o u ld  g ive a  fa lse  im p re ss io n  th a t the  s tu f f  is 
less  health fu l. G reat.

I, so  far, am  a  m e tro p o litan  g irl. I g e t m y foo d s a t th e  co -o p  and



h ea lth -fo o d  sto re , bu t also  at the g rocery  and  b ig  superm arkets. M y  ap art­
m en t has no  yard  o r  land w here  I cou ld  g ro w  m y ow n soy b ean s, co m , 
g reen  pep p ers , o r  sp ices.*  E ven  i f  I had  a pa tch  o f  land , 1 d o i f t  hav e  tim e 
to  be  a se lf-su ffic ien t fan n er. 1 can n o t h a rv est w h ea t and  m ill flour. I 
d o n ’t ev en  hav e  tim e  to  resea rch  w h ere  all o f  th e  in g red ien ts  co m e from  
in foods I buy  b efo re  th ey  get to  “ the  s to re .”  1 o ften  have  to tru st the  food  
co m p an ies to  w o rk  it all ou t fo r m e. I f  I w an ted  to m ak e  a ll o f  m y  ow n  
food  fro m  sc ra tch , fro m  th e  so il-up , I w o u ld  hav e  a  less v a ried  d iet, and  
it w o u ld  b e  a  fu ll-tim e  jo b . It is ro m an tic  to  im ag in e  th is, b u t it is ha rd  
w ork , and  there  are  so m e ad v an tag es to liv ing  in a co m p lex  eco n o m ic  
so c ie ty  w ere  p eo p le  hav e  learned  to spec ia lize . A lth o u g h  too  m any  co n ­
su m er g o ods can  m in  us, in m o dera tion  they  m ake a  b ig d ifference. T here 
are  m o re  d iv erse  fo rm s o f  en te rta in m en t, th e re  are  su b -cu ltu res, an d  there  
are  co n v en ien ce  foods (an d  th o se  fak e-ch ick en  n uggets are  so tas ty  w ith  
ketchup).

B ut th ere  is a  lack  o f  aw aren ess o r  co n cern  o v e r o rig in . It is n ’t ju s t 
th e  food . W h ere  do  th e  o th e r  p ro d u c ts  I b u y  co m e fro m ? (th e  sto re , o f  
cou rse). H ow  do  the  co m p an ies ac tu a lly  m ak e  all o f  the  p lastic  in ev e ry ­
th in g ?  W h ere  d id  the  co m p o n en ts  co m e from ? H ow  w ere  the  m ate ria ls  
m in ed  fro m  th e  land?  W here  a re  th e  fo res ts  th a t th is  p a p e r cam e from ? 
H ow  w as the  ink m ade? A n d , by  the  w ay, w h en  w as  m y  ap artm en t bu ilt?  
W h a t ex is ted  on th is g round  b efo re  it? A nd , w h a t abo u t befo re  that? 
W h ere  d id  th e  c ro ss-b ea m s co m e from , and  the  b rick?

part five, urban nature.
T here  are  qu ite  a  few  th ings th a t I like abo u t u rban  life, and  m an y  

th ings th a t 1 have  been  co n d itio n ed  to  like o r  accep t as no rm al. C ities 
o ffe r soc ia l d iv ersity  and  a be tter ch an ce  fo r m ee tin g  a few  p eop le  like 
m yse lf. You c a n ’t be  to o  p ick y  in a ru ra l se tting  fo r friends. C ities  a lso  
im p ly  ch o ices  and  op tions. I en jo y  b e in g  aw ay  fro m  cities, b u t so fa r  I 
still w an t to  liv e  in one.

A  m a jo r reaso n  w h y  I am  v eg e ta rian  in the  firs t p lace  is b ecau se  I 
live in c ities. T h e  w id e  acce ss ib ility  o f  fresh  p ro d u ce , inc lu d in g  fru its, 
th e  ex is te n ce  o f  h ea lth  fo o d  sto res an d  p re -p a ck ag ed  to fu  m ak e  v eg e ta ri­
an ism  an  easy  op tion . 1 h av e  ch o ice , an d  I ch o o se  the  m ore co m p assio n ­
a te , m o re  en v iro n m en ta lly  p o sitiv e  op tion . M o st p eo p le  d o n ’t reco g n ize  
th is  ch o ice , o r  d o n ’t  feel a  re sp o n s ib ility  to  m ak e  it.

C ity  peo p le  gen era lly  live  day  b y  d ay  w ith  so m e tim e taken  up  w alk ­
ing on the  g round , fee ling  the w in d  on th e ir  ch eek s , w atch in g  trees sw ay, 
lis ten in g  to  b ird s ch irp . Yet, it is co m p le te ly  p o ss ib le  an d  com m o n  to 
ex p e rien ce  the  bit o f  n a tu re  in the  c ity  w ith o u t th in k in g  abo u t it in its 
o w n  con tex t. C ity  p eop le  can  n ev e r tru ly  see  the so il, the  rock s, the 
p lan ts, th e  e lem en ts  co m p o s in g  the w o rld  that the  c ity  is bu ilt on , and 
that w e are  part of. E ven  s ittin g  in a park , o r  w alk in g  bare fo o t on  a 
m an icu red , m ow ed  law n can  be  done w ith o u t ac tu a lly  th in k in g  ab o u t the 
natu ra l w orld . In the  c ity  ev ery th in g  has a v is ib ly  h u m an -cen te red  order. 
N a tu re  is u se d  by  h um ans fo r the ir p u rp o ses , and  it is scu lp ted  an d  frag ­
m en ted . It is an accen t to o ffse t m iles o f  con cre te , b rick , an d  a lum inum  
sid ing . ’’To m any  p eop le  w h o  ex p erien ce  life th is w ay, ev ery th in g  m ay  as 
w ell be  m an -m ad e , syn th e tic , and  m an u fac tu re d  by  “ som eb o d y  e lse .” 
T hey  w o u ld  h ard ly  no tice . In the city , n a tu re  is “u n d e r co n tro l.”  T he life 
su p p o rt o f  the  p eop le  in c ities  co m es from  food  sh ipped  in, from  w a te r  
sto red  and  tran sp o rted , o r  ta k e n  fro m  und erg ro u n d . M o st fo lks d o n ’t  
kn o w  w h ere  th e ir  fo o d  and  w a te r  co m e fro m  n o r w h ere  th e ir  w aste  and 
sew ag e  go. I t’s a ll tak en  care  o f  (fo r  a  su b s id ized  price).

P ublic  park s and fo res ts are  p laces w h ere  so m e p eop le  go  to  see

n a tu re  fo r its  ow n sake , sin ce  the  ratio  o f  n a tu re  to p eo p le , p av em en t, and 
b u ild in g s is m uch  h ig h e r in such p laces. B ut, park s hav e  tra ils , b a th ­
ro o m s, p icn ic  tab les , and  ev en  p a v ed  roads. T h ey  hav e  m o w ed  law n s fo r 
th ro w in g  frisb ees. T h ey  h av e  ra ilin g s a t c liff-sides. T h ey  are  sa fe  and  
co m fo rtab le  fo r  peop le . T ra ils an d  road s c a te r  to  h u m an  n eeds , a lthough  
th e  stra teg ic  lack  o f  tra ils  in som e areas also  p ro tec t “w ild ”  p laces from  
p eop le . V ery few  c ity -o rien ted  in d iv id u a ls  ev e r  deal w ith  n a tu re  c o m ­
p le te ly  in its  ow n w o rld , u n ch an g ed  fo r h u m an  b en efit o r  safety . Very 
few  o f  th em  e v e r ex p e rien ce  life  as an equal p art o f  n a tu re  ra th e r  th an  a  
sp e c ta to r  an d  v isito r. W e feel the  sense  o f  b e in g  d iffe ren t a n d  rem o v ed  
b ecau se  o u r in trinsic  re la tio n sh ip  to  land an d  the  rest o f  the  o rg an ism s on 
E arth  is h idden  u n d e r layers o f  tech n o lo g y  and  sp ec ia lized  tasks.

Q u ite  a few  “ n o rm a l” A m erican , u rban  m en  (an d  few er w om en) 
tak e  u p  h u n tin g  as a  h o b b y  to  fu lfill th is n eed  an d  b reak  d o w n  th e  b a r r i­
e rs  o f  “c iv iliza tio n .” B ut th e ir  g am e  is a r tific ia lly  ex p an d ed  b y  p red a to r  
rem o v al, an d  the  an im als are  lim ited  in ran g e  in sm all p a tch es o f  re m a in ­
in g  fo rest. D ee r an d  bears  a re n ’t  a llo w ed  to live in sub u rb an  n e ig h b o r­
hoods. F or m an y  hun ters, in terac tio n  w ith  n a tu re  is a lso  a m ix tu re  o f  
ap p rec ia tio n  an d  v io len ce . T h ey  go to co m p ete  an d  conquer, even  i f  th ey  
find  en jo y m en t in hou rs o f  w a itin g  and  w a tch in g  th e  w o o d s a ro u n d  them . 
B u t, few  o f  u s e scap e  th a t w o rld -v iew . L arg e-sca le  m o n o cu ltu re  farm ing  
is fu ll o f  th is sam e a ttitu d e  o f  p eo p le  v ersus the  land, the  n ative  p lan ts, 
th e  in sec ts  and  an im als , and  th e  w eather. P aradox ically , v eg e ta rian s  w ho  
d isd a in  h u n tin g  and  sla u g h te r  and  h ik e  on tra ils  a t pa rk s to co n n ec t w ith  
n atu re  do  no t au to m atica lly  e scap e  th is o v e ra rch in g  co m p etitio n  and  v io ­
lence.

part six. history.
In  A pril, I a tten d ed  a  p re sen ta tio n  abo u t b u ild in g  sto n e  in N o rth ­

w es t O hio . T h is  fe llow  w as d isc u ss in g  th e  o rig in s o f  s to n e s co m p o s in g  
severa l chu rch es , schools, ra ilro ad  b ridges, an d  houses in the  Toledo  area. 
In so m e cases there  w ere  still reco rds fro m  the  19th cen tu ry  d escrib in g  
th e  so u rces o f  th e  stone , in o th e r  cases, th e  ch arac te ris tic s  o f  th e  lim e­
sto n e  co u ld  be  co m p ared  to  s tones fro m  k n o w n  q u arries  ac tiv e  a t the  
tim e . A  few  o f  th e  b u ild in g s w ere  bu ilt w ith  lim esto n e  fro m  a  q u arry  
w ith in  a  few  m ile s  o f  them . B ack  then , th ese  p eo p le  p ro b ab ly  b u ilt th e ir  
o w n  h o u se s , th ey  u se d  a  local q u arry  fo r th e ir  stone , an d  w o o d  from  
n ea rb y  trees. T h e ir  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  h o m es and  co m m u n ity  b u ild in g s 
w as perso n a l. T h ey  to o k  the  m a te ria ls  fro m  k n o w n  p laces  and  b u ilt th e ir  
“ c iv ilized ” space  th em se lv es. It w a s n ’t ju s t  m ad e  b y  “ so m eb o d y  e lse .” 
In  fo llo w in g  g en era tio n s s tay in g  on , th ey  m igh t no t hav e  bu ilt th e ir  bu ild ­
ings, bu t they  knew  their p aren ts and  g ran d p aren ts  had . T h is is the  w ay 
a  lot o f  p eo p le  on E arth  co n tin u e  to  live today, in co u n tries  and  reg ions 
less  u rb an ized  and  in d u stria lized  th an  ours, and  in co u n tries  m o re  co n ­
n ec ted  to  the  past. B ut, i t ’s a fo rgo tten  w ay  o f  life to  A m e ric a ’s nom ad ic  
c ity  people .

I w as  fasc in a ted  b y  th e  p re sen ta tio n . F o r th e  firs t tim e  it s truck  m e 
ho w  ab so lu te ly  u n co n n ec ted  I hav e  b een  to the  b u ild in g s  I h av e  liv ed  in 
and  w o rk ed  in- and the land. I spend  all th is tim e in m y  life in stru c tu res 
th a t h av e  no  fu ndam en ta l re la tio n sh ip  w ith  m e, o r  even  w ith  the  lan d ­
scap e  a ro u n d  them . W ith tim e  I b eco m e fam ilia r  w ith  th em  an d  c rea te  a 
re la tio n sh ip , b u t w h en  I leave , it van ishes.

T h ese  days, sm a ll fa rm s are  n o t very  rom an tic . Y oung p eo p le  are 
leav in g  rural areas fo r m o re  ch o ices o f  w o rk  in c ities. It is o ften  m o re  
p ro fitab le  to sell a  farm  fo r u se  in h o u sin g  d ev e lo p m en ts  than  to  farm  it. 
I t’s p a rtly  the  fau lt o f  ag rib u sin ess, b u t a lso  due  to ch an g es  in society.

T h e  Je ffe rso n ian  rom an tic  ideal o f  
in d ep en d en t fa rm ers is no t c o m ­
p le te ly  p ra c t ic a l ,  a n d  m a y b e  it 
n e v e r  w a s .  A n y w a y , I ’m n o  
farm er. I d o n ’t ev en  kn o w  i f  I ’d 
like farm ing . It is n ’t th a t ev e ry ­
one sh o u ld  try  to  b u ild  h is o r  h e r  
ho m e from  sc ra tch , the re  are  m il­
lions o f  h o u ses a lread y  stand ing . 
N o t ev ery o n e  cou ld  be  a  farm er, 
e ither- there  isn 't  enough  land. I t’s 
too  late. But, as it is, to be  u rb an



is eas ily  to  be w ith o u t h is to ry  o r  connec tio n . 1 like c ities  w ell en o u g h  to 
stay, bu t there  are  reaso n s w h y  ru ra l p eop le  have  resis ted  c ity  w ay s , and 
I ’ve  g o t so m e th in g s to  lea rn  fro m  them .

T he stan d ard  co n su m p tio n  life sty le  fo r a lot o f  A m erican s invo lves 
lu m b er from  the  lu m b ery ard - unk n o w n  o rig in ; g ro cerie s  from  the su p e r­
m arket- m anu fac tu red , un reco g n izab le ; ap artm en t ren ta ls- unknow n  age; 
p las tic  g o o d s- syn th e tic , un rep ro d u ceab le . T h is  b reed s  no  co n n ec tio n  to 
p lace , no  se cu rity  o r  co m fo rt in th a t so rt o f  fee ling , no  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  
land o r  location  th a t is w h o le  an d  organ ic .

part seven, connections.
W hy b o th er anyw ay, k n o w in g  h isto ry , o rig in , co n ten ts?  S om e fo lks 

seem  qu ite  co n ten t h an g in g  on  a  c iv ilized  string  o v e r the  earth , n o t qu ite  
to u ch in g  it. A lot o f  p eop le  ju s t  seem  p uzzled  by  th e ir  co n stru c ted , a r ti­
fic ial lives. T h ey  are  fa irly  co n ten t, b u t m elancho ly , m iss in g  a sense  o f  
w ho len ess, m ean ing , an d  re la tionsh ips betw een  them se lv es and  the  w orld .
I ge t a sen se  o f  w h o le  w h en  I take  tim e to th ink  abo u t h o w  rock s fo n n , 
ho w  the  so il ev o lves o u t o f  th em , h o w  the  p lan ts tak e  seed  and  grow , ho w  
the  fo o d  is th en  d igested , h o w  p ro te in s, co m p o u n d s, an d  e lem en ts  su p ­
po rt life , ho w  p o o p  n o u rish es th e  so il and  b o d ies re tu rn  e lem en ts  to  it. 
T hat is a  cy c le  m u ch  la rg er an d  lo n g er in scope th an  I am , an d  I kn o w  I 
am  a p art o f  it, reg ard le ss  o f  th e  fancy  o b jec ts  th a t g e t in  th e  w ay. It is 
on ly  w h en  I th in k  ab o u t th e  eco lo g ica l re la tio n sh ip  I h av e  w ith  m y food , 
she lte r, and  su rro u n d in g s that I feel a sen se  o f  peace  w ith  reality . So 
m uch  c rea ted  by h um ans seem s po in tless , tem porary , and  in tang ib le , but 
ev en  th ese  th ings are  p a rt o f  th e  life  cycle . T h ese  th in g s are  to y s  and  
d istrac tio n s tha t w e n eed  to s tay  in terested . T here  is fa r m o re  to liv ing  
than  film  theory, co m p u ter technology, socio logy, and eng ineering . T here 
is m o re  than  h um ans an d  th e ir  soc ie ties. C e rta in ly  e a r th ’s e lem en ts  and 
aes th e tic  are  in ev ery th in g - in  concre te  and p las tic  and  co m p ac t d isks. 
B ut the  w o rld  in c lu d es in te re s t fa r b ey o n d  that.

I d o n ’t th in k  h u m an s hav e  to u n -c iv ilize  th em se lv e s to  see  th em ­
se lves as p art o f  a  w orld . I like c ities , b o oks and film s, and  so m e m an u ­
fac tu red  goods. I am  so accu sto m ed  to  th em  that th ey  are a fram e o f  
refe ren ce . B ut deep  b e lo w  th is  rea lity  is the p e n n a n e n t and  u n d en iab le  
rea lity  o f  the  basic  fun c tio n s o f  life and  o f  a u n ique  Earth.

1 w ill go  on  ea tin g  m y  v eg g ie  peppero n i. I k n o w  I co m p la in ed  and 
c ritic ized  it, bu t it rea lly  h its th e  spo t som etim es, an d  the  p ack ag e  says no 
G M O s! I ’m  no t a fru itia rian , n o t a m acro b io tic , n o r an  o rg an ic  w ho le  
foo d s purist. B ut I c a n ’t stop  th in k in g  about the  rid ic u lo u sn ess o f  our 
m an u fac tu re d  lives w h ile  I sit on the  stoop , p u llin g  o f f  an o th e r  slice , 
stu ffin g  c rack ers  in m y m outh , sta ring  at the  trees and  the  leaves falling . 
O n an av erag e  d ay  I am  su rro u n d ed  b y  a lo t o f  co n cre te  and  a sp h a lt but I 
kn o w  I ’m  bound  to  w h a t is  real, 10 feet u n d er the  su rface  w h ere  the  roo ts 
c lin g  to real rocks, w here  th ey  b reak  b ed rock  to  fo rm  new  so il, slow ly, 
th ro u g h  m y  life tim e  an d  th a t o f  th o se  bo rn  on  th e  d ay  I d ie. It h as taken  
a lot o f  th o u g h t and  search in g  to tru ly  rea lize  that. I still m an ag e  to  push  
that essen tia l k n o w led g e  o u t o f  th e  fron t o f  m y m ind  a t tim es.

C iv ilization  has really  b ra inw ashed  m e and m ost o f  m y u rban  friends. 
I feel resen tfu l and  fru s tra ted  by  the perv asiv e  cap ita lis t, u rban  cu ltu re , 
bu t I still ch o o se  to  be in c ities. I w a tch  p eop le  critic ize  w h a t it do es to 
them  and ea t it up  in the  sam e m om en t. 1 feel co n flic t m yse lf. T he d iv e r­
sity  o f  u rban  p eop le , ideas, an d  ac tiv ities  is s tim u la tin g - the  goo d  and  the 
bad. So m uch  go in g  on , rev o lv in g  a round  h um ans, foo ls  us in to  w o rry ­
ing on ly  abo u t those  th in g s co n triv ed  and  o rch estra ted  by hum ans. B ut I 
can  find  a lte rn a te  w ay s o f  th in k in g  about it. I ’ve  fo rced  m yse lf. I can  
tak e  th e  sc ien ce  I hav e  lea rn ed , h ik es in the  fo rest, h u m an  h isto ry , a rt and 
d es ig n , and  see the  re la tio n sh ip s b etw een  h u m an s and  the  rest o f  E arth . I 
fin d  th a t I u n d e rstan d  h u m an s and  the  rest b e tte r  fo r it. A fte r  all, p eo p le  
a re  in terestin g , b u t th e y ’re  n o t th e  cen te r o f  the  un iv erse . W e live and  d ie  
in an  a lm o st co m p le te ly  c lo sed  system , w ith  a  w ho le  lot o f  o th e r  s tu ff  
g o in g  on. A s “ m o d e m ” u rban  p eop le , w e can  p re ten d  that w e d o n ’t need 
to  k n o w  ab o u t eco lo g y  an d  natu re , o rig in  an d  co m p o sitio n . B ut, i t ’s 
the re , a ffec ting  ou r behav ior, o u r sense  o f  purpose , and  o u r h ealth  w h eth er  
w e  ack n o w led g e  it o r no t. *

* since  w ritin g  th e  bu lk  o f  th is  essay  in  A pril &  M ay  o f  2 0 0 0 ,1 m o v ed  to 
a  sm a lle r  “m ic ro p o litan ” c ity  an d  m oved  in to  a hou se  w ith  a  yard ... now  
I have  no ex cu se  n o t to  teach  m y se lf  g arden ing .

G e t  t h e  R i g h t  

T o o l  f o r  t h e  J o b

G o o d

V i b r a t i o n s

• v i b r a t o r s

•  d i l d o s  &  h a r n e s s e s

• a n a l  t o y s

• s a f e  s e x  s u p p l i e s

•  b o o k s

•  v i d e o s

• w o m e n  o w n e d  a n d  

o p e r a t e d

• f r i e n d l y  a n d  

k n o w l e d g e a b l e  s t a f f

V i s i t  o u r  s t o r e s  i n  

S a n  F r a n c i s c o  a n d  

B e r k e l e y ,  c a l l  u s  f o r  

a  f r e e  c a t a l o g  o r  

f i n d  u s  o n  t h e  w e b !
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S P I T T I N G  I M A G E  T H E  I M A G E  O F  V I E T N A M  V E T E R A N S  I N  A M E R I C A N  C U L T U R E  
P E T E R  W E R B E  IN T E R V IE W S  A U T H O R  JE R R Y  L E M B C K E  

A s m o st A m e ric a n s  a r e  aw a re , th e  2 5 '1' a n n iv e r s a ry  o f  th e  e n d  o f  
th e  Vietnam  W ar o c c u r re d  n o t so  lo n g  a g o  a n d  y e t  its  m em o ry  s t i l l  
h a u n ts  us. D id  A m e ric a  lo se ?  W hat a b o u t  th e  V ietnam  v e te ra n s?  Why 
d o e s  th a t  m em o ry  s t i l l  l in g e r  w ith  u s?  Why a r e  th e re  s t i l l  th o se  MIA 
f la g s  2 5  y e a r s  la te r ?  G e o rg e  B ush  Sr. m a d e  th e  r e m a rk  d u r in g  1991 
th a t  th e  V ietnam  W ar syn d ro m e, a s  h e  p u t  it, is  f in a l ly  over, th o u g h  to 
m an y  A m e ric a n s  th e  c o n tro v e rsy  a n d  a n g s t  o f  th e  w a r  A m e ric a  d id n 't  
w in  s t i l l  liv es on. I t  is  u n d e n ia b le  th a t  V ietnam  h a s  m a d e  a  la s tin g  
im p re ss io n  on  th e  A m erican  p s y c h e  a n d  re m a in s  a n  in flu e n ce  on  o u r  
c u ltu re  so  m a n y  y e a r s  la ter. The u rb a n  le g e n d  o f  th e  Vietnam  Vet b e in g  
s p a t  u p o n  h a s  re m a in e d  a  p ro m in e n t im a g e  o f  th e  p o st-V ie tn am  c u l­
tu re . I s  th is  th e  w ay  it  re a lly  h a p p e n e d ?  J e r r y  L em bcke is a n  A sso c ia te  
P ro fe s so r  o f  S o c io lo g y  a t  H o ly  C ro ss  C o lle g e  in W ooster, M a ss a c h u ­
se tts  a n d  h is  book, T h e  S p ittin g  Im ag e : M y th , M em ory , an d  th e  L eg acy  
o f  V ie tn am , h a s  re c e n tly  been  p u b l is h e d  by N ew  York U n iv e rsity  P re ss . 
In  it, h e  d isc u sse s  h is  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  r e tu rn in g  h o m e  f ro m  V ietnam  a s  a  
v e te ran , a n d  re m in d s  us th a t  h is to ry  is  o ften  re w ritte n . In te rv ie w  by 
P e te r  W erbe.

C la m o r: Why d o es  th e  m em ory  o f  Vietnam lin g e r  in the  p u b lic  im a g in a ­
tion  in th e  f a rm  th a t it  d o e s?

L em bke: T h e  m em o ry  o f  V ie tn am  v e te ran s  b e in g  sp it on?

C e rta in ly  th a t is o n e  o f  the  co re  im ages o f  the  w a r  a n d  the  sp ittin g  im age 
is the  se n se  th a t y o u  g e t a s  so o n  a s  y o u  look  a t  y o u r  book. B u t I  m eant, 
why a re  w e s til l  co n c e rn e d  ab o u t Vietnam in the  se n se  th a t w e a re ?

P rim arily , i t ’s b e c a u se  w e  lo st the  w ar. It w as a  trau m atic  ex p e rien ce  
p o litica lly  an d  e m o tio n a lly  b ecau se  o f  th a t an d  th a t trau m a  m ak es it 
d ifficu lt to p u t th e  w a r  b eh in d  us. It w as a w a r  th a t w e n t on  fo r 10 years  
and  it w as th e  firs t w a r  th a t th is co u n try  lost. So , i t ’s b een  a  hard  p ill to 
sw allow . W e k eep  lo o k in g  fo r w ay s  to  rep lay  th e  w a r  in o u r ow n  m ind  
and  cu ltu re , p e rh ap s  su b c o n sc io u s ly  h o p in g  th a t w e  can  m ak e  it co m e 
ou t d ifferen tly .

O n the  c o v e r  o f  y o u r  book, T h e  S p ittin g  Im age: M yth , M e m o ry  an d  the  
L eg acy  o f  V ietnam , th e  p h o to g ra p h  on th e  c o v e r  sh o w s w h a t w e w ou ld  
th in k  o f  a s  an  a rc h e ty p a l a n ti-w a r  p ro te s to r  f ro m  the  la te  1960s a n d

e a r ly  1970s. A b e a rd e d  m an, very  lo n g  h a ir ;  h e ’s  g o t  a  f lo w e r  in h is 
b u tto n h o le  o f  a n  A rm y ja c k e t , a l l  so r ts  o f  a n ti-w a r  p in s , a n d  h e  h a s  
so m e th in g  in h is  h a n d s  th a t  h e ’s  a b o u t to  throw. W hat is th e  im a g e ?  
W here d id  it  co m e f ro m ?

I t’s fro m  A p ril 1971 an d  a  c o u p le  o f  th o u sa n d  V ie tn am  v e te ran s  w e n t to 
W ash ing ton  to re tu rn  th e ir  m ed a ls  to  the  g o v e rn m en t; m ed a ls  th e y ’d 
b een  aw ard ed  fo r th e ir  se rv ice  in V ie tn am  an d  th is fe llow  is on  the  C a p i­
to l steps, an d  w h a t he  has in  h is h an d  is a h an d fu l o f  th o se  m ed a ls  and 
h e ’s a b o u t to  th ro w  th e m  o v e r  a  p ic k e t  f e n c e  in  d e f ia n c e  o f  th e  
g o v e rn m e n t’s co n tin u a tio n  o f  th e  w a r  in V ie tnam . I t’s  la rg e ly  an  im age 
th a t’s b e e n  fo rg o tten  by  A m erican s. T h e  m em o ry  th a t so m an y  v e te ran s 
cam e h o m e from  th e  V ie tnam  to  o p p o se  th e  w a r  is so m e th in g  th a t w e ’ve  
tr ie d  to w rite  o u t o f  o u r h istory .

H a s  th is e v e r  o c c u rre d  b e fo re ?  Was th e re  a  re tu rn  o f  m ed a ls  in th e  e a r ly  
1930s in th e  B o nus M a rch  on  W ashington by W orld W ar I  v e te ran s, o r  is 
th is u n p re c e d e n te d ?

I t ’s u n p re c e d e n te d  as fa r  as I know . T h e  B o n u s M a rch  o n  W ash in g to n  
w a s  an  a tte m p t o f  c o u rse  by  W W I v e te ra n s  to  g e t th e  b o n u s  th ey  h ad  
b e e n  p ro m ise d  a f te r  th e  w ar, b u t it w a s n ’t a p ro te s t o f  th e  w ar, an d  no , 
as f a r  as I k now , th e r e ’s b e e n  no  tim e  in  A m e r ic a n  h is to ry  w h en , o r  any  
o th e r  c o u n try ’s h is to ry  rea lly , w h e n  so ld ie rs  h a v e  d o n e  so m e th in g  like 
th is.

G ive us th e  p ro p o rtio n s  o f  th e  d em o n s tra tio n s . H e re  w ere  m en, co m b a t 
ve terans, w ho h a d  w on m ed a ls  a n d  they w ere  b e in g  th row n  b a c k  in co n ­
tem pt, r ig h t?  I  m ean , these  w e re n 't p o lite ly  re tu rn ed .

A bso lu te ly . T h e re  w as a lo t o f  an g e r  an d  th e re  w as a  lo t o f  fru s tra tion . 
T h e  v e te ran s  w ere  th e re  in 1971 to  d e m an d  th a t th e  w a r  b e  en d ed . A nd  
aga in , th is  is o n e  o f  the  rem ark a b le  th in g s ab o u t it, th e  w a r  w as still 
g o in g  on. T h ese  g u y s w ere  th ere  to  p ro te s t the  w ar th a t th ey  h ad  been  
sen t to fig h t an d  th ey  h ad  re tu rn ed  from . S om e o f  th e  m en  w h o  w ere  
th ere  had  seen  co m b a t and  so m e  h ad  not. T h ere  w ere  a  v arie ty  o f  m ed a ls  
th a t w ere  b eing  retu rned . Purp le  hearts for peop le  w ho  had been w ounded , 
m ed a ls  fo r va lo r, b u t a lso  p la in  cam p a ig n  rib b o n s, rib b o n s  fo r g o o d  se r­
v ice , d isc h a rg e  p ap ers , th a t so rt o f  th ing .



There w as a  lo t o f  o p p o sitio n  to th e  w a r  
on a l l  levels o f  society, b u t th e  v e te ran s  
h a d  a  sp e c ific  o p p o sitio n  th a t  w as, a s  
y o u  sa id , u n p re c e d e n te d  f o r  v e te ra n s  o f  
a  w a r  s til l  be in g fo u g h t, o p p o sin g  it a n d  
o p p o sin g  it in su c h  a  d ra m a tic  way. D id  
y o u  in te rv iew  the  m en w ho p a r t ic ip a te d  
in th o se  a c tio n s?  D id  they  ta lk  a b o u t 
th e ir  m o tiv a tio n ?

W ell, to  b eg in  w ith . I ’m  a V ie tnam  v e t­
eran  m yse lf, an d  in th e  S p rin g  o f  1971,
I w as  liv in g  in G reeley , C o lo rad o  and  
w as a p art o f  a g ro u p  o f  v e te ran s  ca lled  
V ie tn am  V eterans A g a in s t th e  W ar and  
w e sen t a  co n tin g en t fro m  C o lo rad o  to 
W ash ing ton . W e d rew  s traw s fo r  w h o  
go t to  go  b ecause  w e d id n ’t h av e  enough  
travel m o n ey  fo r  all o f  us an d  I w as left 
b eh in d  as part o f  the  local p ress  d e le g a ­
tion . So I hav e  th a t b it o f  personal b a c k ­
g ro u n d  o n  it m y s e l f  a n d  I ’v e  k e p t 
loose ly  in tou ch  w ith  V ie tnam  V eterans 
A g a in s t th e  W ar s in c e  th a t tim e , so I 
k n o w  a lot o f  th e se  s to ries  v e ry  w e ll. In 
the  co u rse  o f  d o in g  th e  b o o k , 1 k in d  o f  b ru sh ed  up  o n  so m e  o f  th a t h is ­
tory , b u t a  lo t o f  i t ’s been  w ritte n . Jo h n  C arey , th e  n o w  se n a to r  fro m  
M a ssach u se tts , w as o n e  o f  th e  p e o p le  w h o  w as very  m u c h  in v o lv e d  in 
th a t and  he d id  so m e w ritin g . T h e re ’s a  co u p le  o f  b o o k s th a t h e  au th o red  
th a t hav e  a  lot o f  th e  p e rso n a l te s tim o n ies  an d  a  lo t o f  th e  w o rd s  th a t 
v e te ran s sp o k e  a t th a t tim e  as th ey  w ere  re tu rn in g  th e ir  m ed a ls . A n d , so 
th e re ’s q u ite  a b it o f  d o cu m en ta ry  h is to ry  on  th a t, as w ell as th e  n e w sp a ­
p er acco u n ts . Y ou w o u ld  be  su rp rised  i f  y o u  w en t b ack  an d  read , say  the 
N ew  York Times fro m  th a t tim e . T h is  w as f ro n t-p ag e  n ew s, w h ich  m ak es 
it a ll th e  m o re  rem ark a b le  th a t n o w  m o st p eo p le  d o n ’t re m e m b e r  th is 
h ap p en ed . T h e  im ag e  o f  th is  em p o w ered , p o litic iz e d  V ie tnam  v eteran  
h as b een  d isp lac ed  b y  th a t o f  V ie tn am  v e te ran s  as v ic tim s o f  th e  w ar, 
V ie tn am  v e te ran s w h o  a re  s tr ick en  b y  p o st- trau m atic  s tre ss  d iso rd e r  and  
h o m e le ss  ve ts ; th e  b e d rag g led , b es ieg ed , sa d -sa c k  V ie tn am  v e t c h a ra c ­
ter.

T hree m illion  g u y s  w ent th ro u g h  th e  m ilita ry  a t  th a t  tim e. In  te rm s o f  
y o u r  se n se  o f  th in g s a t  th e  tim e, w hen y o u  w ere  a  Vietnam v e te ran  o p ­
p o s in g  th e  war, d u r in g  th e  war, a n d  a s  y o u  look  b ack  a s  a  h is to rian , d id  
y o u  th in k  yo u  re p re se n te d  th e  m a jo rity  se n tim en t o f  Vietnam vets? Or, 
d id  y o u  g e t  th e  se n se  y o u  w ere  th ese  o d d b a lls  th a t  w ere  tra ito ro u s  a n d  
o u t o f  th e  o rd in ary .

O h no; o u r fee lin g  a t th e  tim e  w as  th a t w e  rep re sen ted  a  m a jo rity  o p in ­
ion . N o t ev e ry  v e t w as o p p o se d  to  th e  w a r  certa in ly , b u t m y  fee lin g  
w h en  I cam e  ho m e from  V ietnam  w as th a t m o st o f  the  gu y s that I w as 
w ith  a t th e  tim e  I le ft V ie tn am  w ere  o p p o se d  to th e  w ar. A n d  su rv ey  data  
d o n e  a t the  tim e  bears  th a t ou t. T h e re  w as H arris  Poll da ta , and  a  certa in  
am o u n t o f  acad e m ic  re sea rch  th a t w as d o n e  a t th e  tim e  w h ich  su g g ests  
th a t as h ig h  as 75 p e rcen t o f  V ie tn am  v e te ran s  w ere  o p p o se d  to  th e  w ar, 
a t th e  tim e  th ey  re tu rn ed  fro m  V ietnam . I t’s a lso  in te re stin g  th a t p o llin g  
d a ta  a t that tim e  sh o w s th a t V ie tnam  v e ts  felt like they  w ere  w e lco m ed  
h o m e  ju s t  fine, and  th a t d e fies  th e  co m m o n  w isd o m  n o w  th a t V ie tnam  
v e ts  fe lt re jec ted  and fo rgo tten . T h ey  d id n ’t feel th a t w ay  a t th a t tim e. So 
so m e th in g  h ap p en ed  in th e  cu ltu re  b e tw een  the en d  o f  the  w ar an d  the  
p re se n t tim e  w h e re  o u r  o w n  m em ory , o u r  o w n  se n se  o f  w h a t w e n t on 
th en , h as g o tten  reco n fig u red .

The su b title  o f  y o u r  b o o k  is M yth, M em ory, a n d  th e  L eg acy  o f  Vietnam 
a n d  e a c h  o f  th o se  w ords is  very  im p o rtan t. The m a in  title, The S p ittin g

Im age, is  th e  c e n tra l  im ag e  in th a t  re c o n f ig u ra tio n  y o u  sp e a k  of— the 
V ietnam  v e te ra n  b e in g  sp it  on  by  so m e lo n g -h a ired , a n ti-w a r  h ipp ie , 
w ith s a l iv a  d ro o lin g  o f f  h is  f a c e , s ta n d in g  th e re  h e lp le ss  a n d  hopeless, 

f e e l in g  h is  c o u n try  h a s  a b a n d o n e d  him  a f te r  h is sa c r if ic e  f o r  th e  f ig h t  
f o r  f re e d o m  in S o u th e a s t A sia . You ’re  say ing , th a t 's  n o t w h a t it lo o k ed  
like in 1971. W hat t ra n sp ire d  in the  in te rv en in g  3 0  y e a r s ?

T h a t’s rea lly  w h a t the  b o o k  is abou t. B e cau se  w h en  w e  go  b ack  to the 
late 6 0 s, early  1970s, no t on ly  is the re  no  e v id en ce  th a t th o se  th in g s 
h ap p en ed  to  v e te ran s , n e ith e r  do  w e fin d  an y  e v id en ce  th a t an y b o d y  
s a id  th ey  w ere  h ap p en in g .

You ’re  sa y in g  th a t  n o  v e te ran  w a s  sp it o n ?

I ’m  sa y in g  th e re ’s no  e v id en ce  th a t it h ap p en ed . T h e re  are  th e  a lleg a ­
tio n s  now , 30  y e a rs  la te r  th a t it h ap p en ed , b u t fo r  ex am p le , th e re  are  no  
n e w sp a p e r  rep o rts  fro m  th a t tim e  that it w as h ap p en in g . I c o u ld n ’t find  
so m e th in g  like a  le tte r  th a t a  v e t w ro te  h o m e say in g , “ D e a r m o m , guess 
w h a t— I w as sp a t on  th is  m o rn in g  a t the  San F ran c isco  a irp o rt.” N o b o d y  
h as  g iv en  m e an y th in g  like tha t. A n d  again , th e re  a re n ’t any  c la im s from  
th a t tim e  th a t an y b o d y  w as b e in g  sp a t on , w h ich  is, a ll th e  m o re  re m a rk ­
ab le . So , so m e tim e  b e tw een  th e  la te  6 0 s/e a rly  70s an d  now , th ese  s to ries 
b e g an  to  appear. M o st o f  th e m  b e g in  to a p p e a r a ro u n d  1980 in th e  co n ­
tex t o f  the  V ie tnam  M em oria l in W ash ing ton  b e in g  built. A  certa in  am oun t 
o f  th is  s tu f f  b eg an  a p p ea rin g  in film , a lth o u g h  th e re  are  no  d irec t im ages 
o f  v e ts  b e in g  sp a t on , ev en  in film .

W asn't th e re  o n e  in C o m in g  H o m e?

C o m in g  H om e, a 1978 film . T h e re ’s n o  re fe ren ce s  to  sp ittin g  in that 
film , bu t th e re ’s lo ts o f  im ag es o f  be trayal in th e  film  and  ex p ress io n s  o f  
b e in g  fo rg o tten  and  re jec ted , p articu la rly  in v o lv in g  th e  re tu rn in g  V iet­
nam  v e t ch a ra c te r  p lay ed  by  B ruce  D ern  by h is w ife , Sally , w h o  w as 
p lay ed  by  Ja n e  F onda. T h e  o n e  m o s t ex p lic it re fe re n c e  to  sp ittin g  in film  
o ccu rs  in the  firs t R am b o  film  w h ere , at th e  very  en d , h e ’s b e in g  ta lk ed  
o u t o f  h is rag e  by  C o rn e l T rou tm an , a n d  say s “ T h o se  m ag g o ts  a t the  
a irp o rt sp ittin ’ an d  ca llin g  m e b a b y  k ille r.”  B u t th a t’s p ro b ab ly  th e  m o st 
ex p lic it re fe ren ce  to  it in H o lly w o o d  film s.

H o w  th en  d id  th e  sp ittin g  im ag e  b ecom e in se r te d  in to  th e  cu ltu re  i f  w e



h a v e  n o  ev id en ce  o f  it, n o b o d y  c la im e d  it  a t  th e  tim e, a n d  th e re 's  no 
re c o rd  o f  it?  H o w  d id  it b eco m e su c h  a  p o w e rfu l a n d  e n d u r in g  im ag e?

T h ere  w e re  a lo t o f  c la im s m ad e  d u rin g  the  p erio d  n ea r  the  en d  o f  the  
w ar b y  p eo p le  like V ice P re s id en t S p iro  A gnew  th a t a n ti-w a r ac tiv is ts  
w ere  a c tin g  in a h o stile  w a y  to V ie tn am  v e te ran s. T h e re  w as a lot o f  that. 
T h ey  tr ie d  to  tu rn  V ie tnam  v e te ran s ag a in s t the  a n ti-w a r m o vem en t.

It is im p o rtan t to  v iew  s to ries  o f  sp a t-u p o n  v e te ran s in an o th e r  h is­
to rica l co n tex t. A fte r  W orld  W ar I, fo r ex am p le , G erm an y  had  lost the 
w ar and  w h en  th e ir  so ld ie rs  cam e  h o m e, th e re  w as a s im ila r  k in d  o f  
cam p a ig n  to  p o rtray  v e te ran s as h av in g  b een  sp a t upon . A n d , th ese  s to ­
ries are  in th e  lite ra tu re  an d  in h is to rica l acco u n ts  o f  th a t p o st-w a r p e ­
riod  o f  d efea t, so  i t ’s p o ss ib le  th a t im ag es o f  sp a t u p o n  v e ts  w ere  p ick ed  
up  by  som ebody , w ere  read  in m ilita ry  h is to rie s  o r  in novels .

B u t u ltim a te ly  w h a t I se ttle  o n  in the  b o o k  is th a t th e re ’s an im ag i­
n a tiv e  e lem en t here ; th a t in o u r so c ie ty  w h en  w e try  to  im age e x p e r i­
en ces  o f  re jec tio n  an d  hostility , th e  sp ittin g  im ag e  is th in g  th a t co m es to 
m ind . W h a t do  p eo p le  do to p eo p le  th ey  d o n ’t like?  T h ey  sp it on them . 
A nd  o n e  o f  th e  th in g s th a t’s rea lly  in te re stin g  ab o u t th is is th a t in m any  
o f  the  s to ries  the  sp itte rs  are  w o m en  o r  y o u n g  g irls . W h en  I w as te llin g  
th is to  an a n th ro p o lo g is t frien d  o f  m in e , she  sto p p e d  m e in  m id -sen ten ce  
and  sard , “ G o tta  be  a m y th .”  I p au se d  fo r a  seco n d  and  I k n ew  w h a t she 
w as g o in g  to  say, w h ic h  w as , “ G irls  d o n ’t sp it.”

So w h a t y o u  h av e  here  is s to ries , o ften  tim es to ld  by  the  v e te ran s 
th em se lv e s, bu t no t n ecessa rily  b y  them . O ften  th e y ’re  to ld  b y  p eo p le  
w h o  id en tify  w ith  m ilita ry  cu ltu re , w h o  id en tify  e m o tio n a lly  w ith  the  
fac t th a t th e  U .S . lo st the  w ar, and  th ey  tu rn  th a t in to  s to ries  ab o u t re je c ­
tion  an d  be tray a l on  th e  ho m e fro n t, and  w o m en  lo o m  large  in so m e o f  
th o se  sto ries . It b e c o m e s a story, a n a rra tiv e , ab o u t th e  lo ss o f  m a sc u lin ­
ity, th e  loss o f  m an h o o d  in w ar. W h en  m en  talk  ab o u t th is , i t ’s an easy, 
qu ick  step  to  ta lk  ab o u t w o m en  as b e in g  th e  b e tray e rs  an d  the  e lem en t in 
the  cu ltu re  th a t cau sed  the  lo ss o f  th e  w ar.

And, effem in ized  m en.

T hey  fem in iz ed  the  story , exactly . T h ey  g e n d e r  the  story.

/  w as on  a  p a n e l  a  w hite  a g o  a b o u t the  a n t i -w a r  m ovem ent d u r in g  th e  
Vietnam e ra  a n d  I  m e n tio n e d  th e  id e a  o f G I ’s  b e in g  sp it  upo n  w hen they 
a r r iv e d  b a c k  in th e  U n ited  S ta tes. I  s a id  it  se e m e d  p re p o s te ro u s  to m e

th a t  so m e lo n g -h a ire d  f r e a k  w o u ld  g o  
o u t to a n  a i rb a s e  o r  a i r p o r t  a n d  sp it  
on  so m e  g u y  th a t  h a d  j u s t  com e b a c k  
f ro m  c o m b a t. I  f i g u r e d  th e y  w o u ld  
p ro b a b ly  h a v e  been  b e a te n  to a  pu lp .

B ack  in th e  d ay  w hen it w as a l l  
g o in g  on, th e re  w ere  a c tiv e  du ty  G I's 
le a d in g  every  m ass  a n ti-w a r  d em o n ­
s t r a t io n  fo l lo w e d  by  c o n tin g e n ts  o f  
a n ti-w a r  Vietnam ve te ran s, fo llo w e d  
by G I ’s  th a t h a d  been  v e te ran s o fo th e r  
w a rs  a n d  th en  th e  g r e a t  m a s se s  o f  
p e o p le  th a t  re p re se n te d  everybody.

A fte r  th e  p a n e l  d isc u ss io n , a  
M a rin e  c o m b a t-v e te ra n  ca m e  up  to 
m e, a n g ry  a s  c o u ld  be, a n d  sa id , " I  
w as  sp it  on. ” I  th o u g h t, w ell, I  g u e s s  
it, c o u ld  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  once . D id  he  
n o t g e t  s p i t  o n ?

Well, w e c o u ld  n e v e r  b e  sure. 
I ’ve h a d  n u m ero u s  c o n v e rsa tio n s  th a t 
beg in  like th a t  a n d  a lm o s t a l l  o f  them  
b re a k  dow n. I t  tu rn s  o u t to  b e  they  
d o n ’t know  w ho sp a t  on them. It tu rn e d  
o u t to b e  so m e b o d y  in a  bar, n o t n e c ­
e ssa rily  a n  a n ti-w a r  p e rso n , o r  it tu rn s 

o u t to  b e  a  sp ittin g  in c id e n t o v e r  so m e th in g  th a t h a d  n o th in g  to  do  w ith 
the  p o litic s  o f  th e  war. You know, they  g o t in to  a n  a rg u m e n t a b o u t the  
W orld S e rie s  o r  so m e th in g  a n d  so m eb o d y  s p a t  on  th is  guy. Or, so m e­
tim es the  g u y  is s p a t  on, b u t th e re  s  re a lly  no  re a so n  to th ink  th a t  the 
s p it te r  w o u ld  h av e  th o u g h t th a t  th e  g u y  w as a  Vietnam veteran . Was he  
in u n ifo rm ?  No. Well, d id  th e  p e r s o n  know  y o u  w ere  a  Vietnam vet? 
Well, no.

O h, ab so lu te ly ; the re  are  m o re  w ith  ev ery  p ass in g  day. ( lau g h s) C u r­
rently , on  s la te .co m  the  o n -lin e  m ag az in e , th e re  are  ab o u t 200  p o stin g s 
re la ted  to th is. T h e  m a n a g e r o f  it, Jack  Schaffe r, w ro te  a p iece  u sin g  m y 
bo o k  as h is am m u n itio n , a ttack in g  th e  use  o f  th is im ag e  in th e  p ress . T he 
N ew  York Times recen tly  u sed  th is , th e  sp a t-u p o n  V ie tn am  vet, as d id  US 
N ew s a n d  W orld R e p o rt, an d  h e  a ttack ed  bo th  o f  those , u s in g  m y book. 
W ell, in re sp o n se , he  g o t o v e r  20 0  p o stin g s , an d  m a n y  o f  th em  from  v e ts  
w h o  say  th ey  w ere  sp a t on and  w orse . S om e o f  th e  s tu f f  is to o  g ro ss  to 
m en tion .

T h e re ’s an  e lem en t h ere  o f  u rban  m yth  o r  u rban  leg en d  an d  m y 
bo o k  has ce rta in ly  no t p u t it to  rest. I f  an y th in g  i t ’s sp a w n ed  ev en  m ore 
sto ries; th ey  ju s t  keep  b e in g  g en era ted .

Your bo o k  ta lk s  a b o u t m yth a n d  m em ory, so  m ay b e  th ese  g u y s  w ere  sp it  
on  a n d  n e v e r  s a id  an y th in g  a t  th e  tim e, o r  m ay b e  they  m a d e  it up. W hat s 
th e  d iffe ren ce?

W ell, i t ’s v e ry  im po rtan t. T h ese  s to ries he lp  co n s tru c t an  a lib i fo r w h y  
w e lost the  w ar. A n d  th e  a lib i ru n s th a t w e  w e re n ’t b ea ten  by  th e  V iet­
n am ese , w e  w ere  b ea ten  on  th e  h o m e front. W e w e re  b e tray ed , w e w ere  
stab b ed  in  the  b a c k  and  i t ’s b y  tha t fem in in e  e lem en t in o u r cu ltu re  that 
a llo w e d  us to  be  v an q u ish ed .

T h a t’s  to ta lly  H itla r ia n .

Yes, it is. It m irro rs  the  in te r-w ar e x p e rien ce  in G erm any , and  it leads to 
a  reac tio n a ry  back lash  p o litics  a t h o m e  an d  k eep s a liv e  the  idea  th a t w e 
cou ld  h av e  w on  the  w ar. A n d , th a t’s a d a n g e ro u s  m y th , b ecau se  th is 
b e in g  th e  25"' an n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e  end  o f  w ar in V ie tn am , i t ’s very  im p o r­
tan t, th a t w e n o t a llo w  th a t w a r  to be  reo p en ed . I th in k  there  are  p eo p le  
w h o  w an t d o  th a t w h o  a re  no t still no t re s ig n ed  to  th e  fact th a t w e  lost 
th e  w ar T h ey  rep re sen t th e  idea  th a t w e need  to  go  back , w e n eed  to redo



th is , w e  n eed  to  g e t it r ig h t th is  tim e , i f  no t in V ie tnam , so m e p la ce  e lse  in 
th e  w o rld . T h a t’s the  im p o rtan c e  o f  G eo rg e  B ush , S r.’s re fe ren ce  to  the  
V ie tn am  sy n d ro m e.

But, w e h av e  n o t overco m e it, thankfully .

T h a t’s rig h t, b u t th e  w a r  ag a in s t Iraq  w as in m an y  w ay s g e n e ra te d  by  
th o se  k in d s o f  fee lin g s, th a t w e  hav e  to sh o w  th a t w e  can  do  it, th a t w e 
rea lly  are  th e  m en  th a t w e say  w e are , th a t w e  can  go  to  w ar, w e  hav e  
w h a te v e r  it tak es “ to  do  th e  jo b .”

I  th in k  w hen  we, a s  a  n a tio n , g r ie v e  th e  lo ss  o f  55  th o u sa n d  A m erican s 
k illed  in Vietnam, w e sh o u ld  p u t  th a t in to  p e rsp e c tiv e  a n d  re a liz e  th a t  the  
In d o -C h in e se  lo s t th ree  m illion  civ ilians. T h a t's  h a l f  a  H o lo c a u s t f o r  an  
a tte m p t by th e  U.S. em p ire  to  f o r c e  its  fo re ig n  p o lic y  g o a ls  on  th e  reg ion . 
I t  w as h o p e le ss  to  even a s su m e  th a t  w e co u ld  do  it, a n d  th e  id e a  th a t  w e 
sh o u ld  h a v e  c o n tin u e d  th e  war, to  me, is j u s t  aw ful. N oam  C hom sky s a id  
th a t  w hen y o u  a sk  m o st A m erican s how  m an y  how  m any  In d o -C h in e se  
c iv ilian s  d ied , they  j u s t  look  a t  y o u  b lan k ly  b e c a u se  they  n e v e r  co n s id ­
e re d  the  qu estio n . They w ill u su a lly  say, " I  d o n 't  know, a  co u p le  h u n d re d  
th o u san d . "  C hom sky m akes the  a n a lo g y  to  a sk in g  G erm an  c itizens tod ay  
how  m an y  Je w s  a n d  o th e r  p e o p le  d ie d  in the  N azi H o lo c a u s t a n d  them  
say in g , " I  d o n ’t  know. W hat, two, th re e  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d ? "

T h e  sp ittin g  im ag e  is o n e  o f  th e  m ain  th in g s th a t’s d isp lac ed  the  real h is ­
to ry  o f  th e  w ar. A m erican s  tod ay  kn o w  very  little  ab o u t th e  w ar itself. 
L argely , th e  h is to ry  has b eco m e  a sto ry  ab o u t w h a t h ap p en ed  to  o u r bo y s 
w h en  th ey  re tu rn ed  h o m e  an d  e v e ry b o d y  th in k s  th ey  k n o w  th e  tru th  abo u t 
that.

H o w  d id  th e  N ixon  a d m in is tra tio n  c h a n g e  th e  fo c u s  o f  th e  w a r  f ro m  a  
co n flic t a g a in s t  s o -c a lle d  “co m m u n ist ag g ress io n , ” to a  w a r  to  g e t  o u r  
P O W ’s  b ack ?

F ro m  ab o u t th e  tim e  th e  N ix o n  ad m in is tra tio n  cam e  in to  o ffice , in ea rly  
1969, th e  w a r  v e ry  m u ch  b ecam e  that. W e h av e  to keep  fu n d in g  g o in g  fo r 
th e  w ar, w e  h av e  to k eep  se n d in g  fresh  tro o p s to  th e  w ar; w h y ?  B ecau se  
th e  o th e r  side  h as so m e o f  o u r P O W ’s. A n d , in n eg o tia tio n s  w ith  the  N orth  
V ie tn am ese , th a t’s th e  w a y  it w ent. W e w o n ’t s to p  th e  b o m b in g , the  U .S . 
sa id , w e  w o n ’t s to p  p ro secu tin g  th e  w a r  un til y o u  re lease  o u r P O W ’s. T he 
V ie tn am ese  w ere  say in g  qu ite  the  rev e rse  o f  tha t. So , th e  P O W ’s in V ie t­
n am  w ere  u se d  as p aw n s in the  w ar, as w ere  th e  so ld ie rs  th em se lv e s. O ne 
o f  th e  firs t a rg u m en ts  I h ad  w h e n  I g o t h o m e  w as w ith  one o f  m y  unc les 
w h o  sa id  w e  h av e  to  k eep  th e  w ar g o ing . W h y ?  B e cau se  th e re  are  m en  
th ere  f ig h tin g  th e  w ar. A n d , th a t’s w h a t w as used  in th e  P e rs ian  G u lf  W ar 
as w ell. B ush  sen t th e  tro o p s  an d  th en  sa id  w e  h av e  to  su p p o rt th e  w ar, 
b ecau se  the  tro o p s  are  there  to fig h t th e  w ar. I t ’s p o litica l b lack m ail.

W hen y o u  r e tu rn e d  f ro m  Vietnam a s  a  v e te ran , ho w  w ere  y o u  rece iv ed ?  
P e o p le  a lw ay s  ta lk  a b o u t Vietnam v e te ra n s  b e in g  re c e iv e d  so  poorly .

W e cam e  h o m e  fro m  V ietnam  w ith  w a r  s to ries  that p eo p le  d id n ’t w a n t to  
hear. T h a t w a s  th e  p ro b lem . A n d , a lo t o f  o u r w a r  s to rie s  w ere  rea lly  an ti­
w ar s to ries . T h ey  w ere  s to ries ab o u t w h y  th is  w ar shou ld  be  stopped . 
T h ey  w ere  so m e tim es s to ries  th a t in v o lv ed  a cco u n ts  o f  a tro c itie s , m is­
trea tm en t o f  th e  V ie tn am ese . T hey  w ere  s to ries  th a t d id  n o t p u t u s  in a 
g o o d  lig h t, an d  th e  A m erican  p eo p le  fo r  th e  m o st p a rt, d id n ’t  w a n t to  hear 
th o se  s to ries . A n ti-w a r  p eo p le  d id . A n d  th a t 's  w h y  w e  g o t the  b es t re c e p ­
tio n , the  b es t h earin g , th e  m o st su p p o rt fro m  a n ti-w a r p eo p le . B u t th a t 
sto ry  h as b een  tu rn ed  o n  its  h ead  an d  w ash ed  o u t o f  o u r m em ory . W e 
d id n ’t co m e  h o m e lo o k in g  fo r parad es . Y ou o ften  tim es h ea r  V ie tnam  
v e ts  say, “ W e n e v e r  g o t o u r p a rad e .”  M o st g u y s  cam e  ho m e fro m  V ie t­
n am  o p p o se d  to  th e  w ar; w e  d id n ’t co m e  h o m e lo o k in g  fo r  a  p arad e . T h is , 
aga in , is a re w ritin g  o f  h is to ry  an d  rea lly  d o es  a  d isse rv ice  to  w h a t w as 
th e  p ro u d e s t m o m en t fo r  a  lot o f  V ie tn am  v e ts , th e  fac t th a t w e  cam e 
h o m e  an d  ac ted  qu ite  b o ld ly  an d  co u rag eo u s ly  to  en d  th a t w ar. 

H e g e m o n i c  S a l i v a

A R e v ie w  b y  P h il  D ic k in s o n

T h e  S p i t t i n g  I m a g e :  M y th , M e m o ry , a n d  t h e  L e g a c y  o f  

V ie tn a m  by  Je rry  L e m b c k e  (N ew  Y ork  U n iv e r s i ty  

P r e s s ,  2 0 0 0 )

T h e  fa rp ilia r sc en a rio  has been  in v o k ed  co u n tle ss  tim es in 
th e  a rg u m en ts  w h ich  sw irl a ro u n d  th e  m o v em en ts  ag a in s t the 
V ie tn am  W ar an d  the  w ay  in w h ich  th ey  a re  rem em b ere d . A  v e t­
eran  d ise m b a rk s  fro m  th e  p lan e  th a t has b ro u g h t h im  back  from  
th e  ju n g le s  and  rice  f ie ld s o f  V iet N am , re triev es h is  b ag g ag e , 
an d  p rep a res  to  reacq u a in t h im se lf  w ith  a  so c ie ty  he  h a s  heard  
h as tu rn ed  a lien  in h is  absence . O u t in the  a irp o rt lobby, he  is 
m et b y  a g roup  o f  an tiw ar pro testo rs. Several, p e rhaps all o f  them , 
are  w o m en  ( i t’s h a rd  to  tell). T h ey  are  lo n g h a ired  and  sh ab b ily  
a ttired  in all the  an d ro g y n o u s freakery  o f  a  n ew  and  d is tu rb in g ly  
u n fam ilia r  A m erica . S py ing  th e ir  prey, th e  m o b  su rges fo rw ard  
an d , am id  sh o u ts  o f  “ B aby  K ille r!,” an d  “ M u rd e re r!,”  som eo n e  
(u su a lly  o n e  o f  th e  w o m en ) u n leash es  a  g lo b  o f  sa liv a  w h ich  
arcs its  w a y  to w ard s  th e  b ew ild ered  v e te ran  an d  u n c e re m o n i­
ou sly  sp la sh es on to  h is u n ifo rm , h is face . W elcom e h o m e, so l­
d ie r  boy.

I t ’s a  v is c e ra l  im a g e  w h ic h  c ry s ta l l iz e s  fo r  m a n y  th e  
e sse n tia liz e d  “ fa c ts” o f  A m e ric a ’s “ b ad ” w ar; a m ilita ry  ho g - 
tied  in to  d e fea t by  c rav en  and  liberal p o litic ian s  b ack  h o m e, d u ­
tifu l so ld ie rs  be tray ed  by a  genera tion  o f  co w ard ly  rich  k ids m ore  
in tu n e  w ith  M ao and  th e  M C 5 th an  the  M arin e  C o rp s  h y m n , a 
p u b lic  u n sy m p a th e tic  to  and  su sp ic io u s  o f  the  re tu rn in g  v e te r­
ans w h o se  leg acy  in c lu d es m ass rap e  an d  m u rd e red  b ab ies at 
M y  L ai, and  the  v e te ran s  th em se lv e s, trau m atiz ed  and  m isu n ­
d e rs to o d , b ro k en  b y  betrayal and  n eg lec t, le ft w ith  on ly  th e ir  
flash b ack s  an d  b itte r, ex p lo s iv e  an g e r fo r  com pany .

A n  en tire  h is to ry  o f  the  c o u n try ’s recen t p as t a n d  an  im ­
p lic it  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  its fu tu re  ro le  in w o rld  a ffa irs  a ttach es  
i ts e lf  to  th a t m em o ry  o f  th o se  th in  tra ils  o f  an g ry  sp u tu m . T here  
is on ly  one  p ro b lem . T h e re ’s “ scan t e v id e n c e ” it e v e r  h ap p en ed  
th a t w a y .1 T h is , a t least, is the cen tra l co n ten tio n  o f  H o ly  C ro ss 
C o l le g e  s o c io lo g y  p r o f e s s o r  a n d  V ie tn a m  v e te r a n  J e r r y  
L e m b c k e ’s am b itio u s  book  The S p ittin g  Im a g e : M yth, M e m o ty , 
a n d  th e  L eg acy  o f  Vietnam. L em b ck e  is q u ic k  to  p o in t o u t th a t 
th e  v e rac ity  o f  th is  and  o th e r  s to ries  like it is n o t rea lly  the  issue. 
A lth o u g h  “ it is p o ss ib le , ev en  likely, th a t so m e  V ietnam  ve te ran , 
so m e p la ce , a t so m e tim e , en d u red  th is  h u m ilia tio n ,”  m o re  im ­
portan t is the fact th a t “ in the  m em ory  o f  a  large n u m b er o f  p eo p le  
th e  a n ti-w a r m o v em en t cam e to be  co n n ec ted  w ith  th e  im ag e  o f  
ac tiv is ts  sp ittin g  on  v e te ran s .”2

C o n fro n ted  w ith  m em o rie s  su ch  as th e se  d u rin g  th e  1991 
G u lf  W ar, L em b ck e  se t o u t to  e v a lu a te  th e  h is to rica l ev id en ce  
fo r an d  o rig in  o f  th e  sp ittin g  s to ries  as w ell as the  w ay s in w h ich  
the  s to ries  th em se lv e s w ere  co n s tru c ted  and  c ircu la ted , and  the  
p o litica l and  cu ltu ra l u ses they  se rved . T h e  re su ltin g  b o o k  traces 
the  p ro cesses  o f  pub lic  rem em b erin g  an d  fo rg e ttin g , o f  e rasu re  
an d  re in sc rip tio n , a c ro ss  the d isc o u rses  o f  jo u rn a lism , p sy c h ia ­
try, and  film . L em b ck e  co n v in c in g ly  u n co v e rs  th e  c o m p lex  trail 
o f  h is to rica l d en ia ls  and  in versions the  co n tes ted  d e ta ils  o f  w hich  
are  b e lied  by  th e  n ea t ce rta in tie s  o f  the  s to ry  o f  th e  sp a t-u p o n  
V ie tn am  v e te ran  an d  its c lose co ro lla ry , th e  sto ry  o f  the  crazy  
v ic tim -v e te ran  u n h in g ed  by  w ar an d  h o m efro n t b e tray a l so b e ­
lov ed  by  H o lly w o o d .

1 Lembcke, 72. Lembcke dismisses accounts such as those assembled by 
journalist Bob Greene for his 1985 book Homecoming —often cited by defenders 
of the spat-upon vet myth. Most of the stories Greene recorded are suspiciously 
uniform in their details, says Lembcke, and seem to have emerged in response to 
leading questions.



L em b ck e  ca lls  
su c h  s to r ie s  m y th s  
less b ecau se  h e  finds 
them  h is to rica lly  in ­
a c c u r a t e  th a n  b e ­
c a u s e  o f  th e  w a y  
th e y  f u n c t i o n  a s  
pow erfu l sh a p e rs  o f  
c o lle c tiv e  id e o lo g i­
ca l “co m m o n se n se .” 
A s  h e  g o e s  o n  to  
p o in t ou t, th e  h e g e ­
m o n ic  in te r e s ts  o f  
th e  po litica l righ t are 
w e ll se rv ed  by  th is  
m y th ic  e ra su re  o f  a 
se t o f  h is to r ic a l re ­
a lities  w h ich  u n d e r­
m in e  the  n a tio n a lis t 
and  rac ist v is io n s  o f  
A m e r ic a n  e m p ir e .  
T h e  o r ig in s  o f  th e  
m y th  o f  th e  sp a t-  
u p o n  v e te r a n  (a n d  
the  c razy  v e t sto ries) 

can  be  found , acco rd in g  to L em b ck e , in su ch  “ g r is t” as th e  frag m en ted  
and  m isrem em b ered  (b u t w e ll-d o cu m en ted ) sp ittin g  inc id en ts  in w h ich , 
co u n te r  to  m y th ic  c o m m o n se n se , p ro -w a r  p ro te s to rs  sp a t upon  th e ir  o p ­
ponents,-1 as w ell as in th e  v ario u s  p ro p ag an d a  c am p a ig n s  lau n ch ed  by  
the u ltra righ tist fan tasis ts o f  the  N ix o n -A g n ew  ad m in istra tio n  in the  spring  
and  fall o f  1969.

E le c ted  on  a p eace  p la tfo rm , N ix o n  esca la ted  an d  ex p an d ed  th e  war. 
In M ay, 1969, the  P O W  issue  w as lau n ch ed  to  d iv e r t a tten tio n  fro m  the 
se cre t b o m b in g  o f  neu tra l C a m b o d ia , bu t b y  the  M o ra to riu m  D ays p ro ­
te s ts  in the  fa ll o f  1969, p u b lic  d isp lay s  o f  d isse n t w ere , in the  w o rd s  o f  
L ife, “w ith o u t h is to rica l p a ra lle l.”2 * 4 F aced  w ith  a p o te n t a n tiw a r  a llian ce  
o f  rad ica ls  and  libera ls, the  N ixon  ad m in istra tio n  sough t to fu rth er refram e 
the d eb a te  ab o u t U .S . co n d u c t in S o u th eas t A s ia  by  m ak in g  the  w ar an 
issu e  o f  su p p o rt fo r U .S . so ld ie rs  th em se lv e s  ra th e r  th an  U .S . po licy . T h is 
w as  d o n e  b y  p o rtray in g  a n tiw a r  p ro testo rs  as bo th  a n ti-A m erican  and  
a n ti-so ld ie r  ( th e n -C a lifo m ia  G o v e rn o r  R ona ld  R e a g a n ’s a sse rtio n  that 
M orato rium  o rgan izers “ lent co m fo rt and  a id ” to  the  en em y  and  that “ som e 
A m erican s  w ill d ie  to n ig h t b ecau se  o f  th e  ac tiv ity  in  o u r s tre e ts "  b e in g  
one  p a rtic u la rly  n o x io u s ex am p le5). Yet the  in creas in g ly  d a m ag in g  p a r­
tic ip a tio n  in such  p ro te s ts  by  rad ical a n tiw a r  ve te ran  g ro u p s su ch  as V ie t­
nam  V eterans A g ain s t th e  W ar th rea ten ed  to d isru p t the  co m fo rtin g  p la ti­
tu d es o f ijh is  p o sitio n  and  req u ired  th a t fine  p u b lic  d is tin c tio n s  no w  be 
m ad e  b e tw een  “g o o d ” and  “b a d ” v e te ran s. A s V V A W ’s v is ib ility  beg an  
to  rise  th ro u g h o u t the early  1970s, the  ad m in is tra tio n  b eg an  to  ch a llen g e  
the  c red ib ility  o f  a n tiw ar v e te ran s th ro u g h  leg a lis tic  h a rassm en t an d  an 
a ll-o u t P R -o ffen s iv e  a im ed  at p o rtray in g  them  as “ b a d .”

L em b ck e  a rgues th a t the  N ix o n -A g n ew  cam p a ig n  o f  p u b lic  sp in  and 
co v e rt d irty  tr ic k s w as d ev as ta tin g ly  su ccessfu l. T he ad m in is tra tio n  no t 
on ly  p ro lo n g ed  th e  w ar an o th e r  six  y ea rs  b u t p e rp e tra te d  a  w h o lesa le  
rev is io n in g  o f  o u r co llec tiv e  m em o ry  o f  th e  en tire  w ar-e ra . T h e  u n p re c ­
ed en ted  rad ica liza tio n  an d  ac tiv ism  o f  in -se rv ice  an d  re tu rn in g  m ilita ry  
p erso n n e l (o n e  1977 stu d y  found  th a t h a l f  o f  all V ie tnam  v e te ran s  su p ­
p o rted  an  an ti- im p eria lis t, a n ti-c a p ita lis t c r itiq u e  o f  th e  w a r ’s m o tiv e s)6, 
th e  o v e rw h e lm in g ly  w arm  fee lin g s  o f  m o st v e te ran s  to w ard s  th e  an tiw ar 
m o v em en t, th e  co n ce rted  and  su ccessfu l e ffo rts  a t o u treach  to w ard s  the 
fo rm er by th e  la tte r; all w ere  w ritte n  o u t o f  p u b lic  m em o ry  in fav o r o f

rem e m b e re d  an tag o n ism  an d  m u tu a l h o stility  b e tw een  the  tw o  g roups. 
T h a t  s u c h  s to r ie s  r e s e m b le  b o th  th e  p o s t-W o r ld  W ar I G e rm a n  
“ D o ltsc h u ss L e g e n d ,” the  b e lie f  th a t G erm an  v e te ran s  w ere  “ sta b b ed  in 
th e  b a c k ” on  th e  ho m e fron t, an d  the  F rench  m y th  o f  d o m es tic  b e tray a l 
fo llo w in g  th e ir  d e fea t in V ie t N am  in 1954 is n o t s im p ly  a  co in c id en ce ; 
it su g g e sts , acco rd in g  to L em b ck e , th a t “ th ese  ta le s  fu n c tio n  sp e c ifi­
ca lly  as a lib is  fo r w hy  a w ar w as lo s t.” S ign ifican tly , in all th re e  cases, 
he  w rites,

the  a rm ies rep re sen ted  the  ex p a n s io n is t in te rests  o f  n a tio n s  w ith  
id eo lo g ie s  o f  cu ltu ra l, e th n ic , o r  rac ia l supe rio rity . U n a b le  to  d ea l w ith  
th e ir  d e fea t by  “ in fe rio r” p eo p les  o r  so c ie tie s , th e  lo sin g  c o lo n ize rs  look 
fo r reaso n s  fo r th e ir  d e fea t a t h om e. T h e  m y th  o f  th e  b e tray ed , ab u sed  
v e te ran  is a  c lassic  fo rm  o f  sc a p e g o a tin g .7

In p erh ap s  th e  m o st in trig u in g  p art o f  h is b ook , L em b ck e  read s the  
d isc o u rse  o f  d isa b ility  su rro u n d in g  the V ie tnam  v e te ran  as i ts e lf  a  sy m p ­
to m  o f  libera l m id d le -c la ss  an x ie ty  o v e r  the  th rea t to  its  cu ltu ra l and  
econom ic  p o w er by  the  radical and  nonw hite  you th  m o v em en ts  un leash ed  
in the  six ties . S ed u ced  b y  the  fan ta s ie s  o f  th e  rig h t, an x io u s  m id d le - 
c lass  lib e ra ls  co n s tru c ted  an  in te rp re tiv e  fram ew o rk  fo r th e ir  lin g erin g  
u n ease  ab o u t the  w ar and its v e te ran s w h ich  re lied  h eav ily  on  the  lan ­
g u ag e  o f  jo u rn a lism , p sy c h ia try  and, in c reas in g ly  fro m  th e  m id - ’70s on , 
H o lly w o o d  film . T h e  leg itim iza tio n  o f  P ost T rau m atic  S tre ss  D iso rd er 
in 1980 by th e  A m erican  P sy ch ia tric  A sso c ia tio n  is seen  b y  L em b ck e  as 
a co u p  w ith  w id e  ran g in g  p o litica l co n seq u en ces . W h a t h ad  b een  d is ­
co v e red , he  w rite s , “ w as a  m o d e  o f  d isc o u rse  th a t en ab led  a u th o ritie s  to 
tu rn  th e  rad ica l po litica l b e h a v io r  o f  v e te ran s o p p o se d  to  the  w a r  in to  a 
pa tho lo g y , th e reb y  d isc red itin g  th em  in the  p u b lic  m in d .”8

I f  th is  is the  m o st in trig u in g  o f  L e m b c k e ’s in te rp re ta tio n  o f  ev en ts , 
it is a lso  in so m e w ay s the  leas t sa tis fy in g . F o r a lth o u g h  the  p sy c h ia tric  
rh e to ric  o f  tra u m a  an d  d isa b ility  m ay  w ell h av e  in o c u la te d  p o p u la r  
m em o ry  to the  po litica l d im en sio n  o f  the  a n tiw a r  v e te ra n s ’ ac tiv ism , the  
tra u m a tic  in s ig h ts  th e m se lv e s— fo r w h ich  P T S D  is p e rh a p s  a  p o lite  
m id d le -c la ss  label— still re ta in  th e ir  sh a rp  ab ility  to  o ffe r  a  rad ica liz in g  
c ritiq u e  o f  th e  w o rk in g s  o f  A m erican  im peria l tech n o w ar. M a n y  o f  the  
v e te ran s  o f  th e  w ar (a  s ig n if ic a n t n u m b e r  fro m  w o rk in g -c la s s  b a c k ­
g ro u n d s)  b ecam e  th e  po e ts  an d  w rite rs  o f  th e  w ar ag a in s t w a r  and  th e ir  
lite ra tu re  o f  trau m a  is as powerfi.il a d issen tin g  trad itio n  as an y  in A m eri­
can  h isto ry . Y ou h av e  on ly  to read  the  p o e try  o f  W. D . E h rh art, B ruce  
W eigh  o r  Y u sef K o m u n y ak aa  o r  the  p ro se  o f  L ynda Van D evan ter, W ayne 
K arlin , o r  R o b ert O len  B u tle r to d isc o v e r a c o g en t c o u n te r la n g u a g e  o f  
tra u m a  w h ich  leads no t to  am n es ia  and  inertia  bu t to  o u trag e , pa in fu l 
po litica l reev a lu a tio n , an d  rad ica l en g ag em en t. L em b ck e  is a  so c io lo ­
g ist, n o t a lite ra ry  critic , bu t his w id e -ra n g in g  am b itio n s  co u ld  su re ly  
h av e  b en e fited  fro m  so m e reco g n itio n  o f  the  le ss- th an -to ta l m o n o p o ly  
o f  th e  an x io u s  m id d le -c la ss  liberal on  the  po litica l d im en sio n s  o f  w a r ’s 
trau m atic  k n o w led g e .

L em b ck e  a lso  u n d e rp lay s th e  g en d ered  d im en sio n s  o f  bo th  m id d le - 
c lass  an x ie ty  and  the  sp ittin g  m yth  itse lf. T h is  m ay  seem  an  o d d  c r iti­
c ism  in ligh t o f  h is c h ap te r- lo n g  d isc u ssio n  o f  “ W om en , W etness, an d  
W arrio r D re a m s.”  It is, how ever, the  leas t su ccessfu l c h ap te r  in  the  boo k , 
as w ell as b e in g  th e  sh o rtes t (d isco u n tin g  h is b r ie f  co n c lu s io n ). L em b ck e  
p resen ts  a p a rap h rased  h o d g ep o d g e  o f  p sy c h o an a ly tic  id eas ab o u t the  
c o m p lex  ties  b e tw een  m ascu lin ity  and  fasc ism  w h ich  read e rs  w o u ld  be 
b e tte r  se rved  u n d e rs tan d in g  from  the  o rig in a l so u rce .9 L em b ck e  also  
ten d s to ad d  h is o b se rv a tio n s  on g e n d e r  and  th e  re -m e m b e rin g  o f  the  
w a r  a lm o st as an a fte rth o u g h t th ro u g h o u t th e  boo k ; I’d  su g g e st it is im ­
p o ss ib le  to  fu lly  u n d e rstan d  the  co m p lex  g en d e red  re sp o n ses  to  an d  c o l­
lec tiv e  m em o rie s  o f  the  m o v em en ts  ag a in s t th e  w ar w ith o u t a lso  a c ­
k n o w le d g in g  th e  c e n tra l ,  a n x ie ty -p ro d u c in g  im p a c t th e  e m e rg in g  
w o m e n ’s lib e ra tio n  m o v em en t h ad  on these  re sp o n ses. W ar is, a f te r  all, 
th e  s in g le  m o st d es tru c tiv e  ex p ress io n  o f  co llec tiv e  m a sc u lin e  id en tity  
in th e  w o rld  to d ay  w h ich , u n su rp ris in g ly , ten d s to v ic tim ize  w o m en  in

2 Lembcke, 71-72.
1 See Life magazine's October 24, 1969 feature story for one noteworthy example.
4 Quoted in Lembcke, 45.
5 Quoted in Lembcke, 50.
6 John P. Wilson, “Identity, Ideology, and Crisis: the Vietnam Veteran in Transition,”

part 1. Research Report. Cleveland: Cleveland State U„ 1977. 54.
7 Lembcke, 89. 
8 Lembcke. 110.
9 See Klaus Theweleit, Mate Fantasies. 2 vols. Minneapolis: U of Minnesota P, 1987.



p a rtic u la rly  sy s tem a tic  an d  b ru ta l w ay s; a  fem in is t c o u n te rre v o lu tio n  
p a ra lle lin g  a  lo st w ar, c h a lle n g in g  as th ey  bo th  do  a  fa iled  a n d  co rro s iv e  
v isio n  o f  m ascu lin ity , m u st su re ly  be  reco g n ized  on a m o re  fu ndam en ta l 
e x p lan a to ry  level th an  L em b ck e  a llow s.

I f  L em b ck e 's  boo k  fails as a  fu lly  coheren t accoun t o f  the  m ascu lin is t 
d riv es b eh in d  w ar an d  the  rea rticu la tio n  o f  its m em ory , it still su c ceed s 
as a v a lu ab le  co n trib u tio n  to  the  rap id ly  g ro w in g  co rp u s  o f  rad ica l sc h o l­
arly  s tu d ie s  o f  an e ra  an d  i t ’s im p ac t th e  c o u n try 's  d o m in an t c lasses 
w o u ld  p re fe r  w e fo rg e t a ltogether. It d ese rv e s  a  p lace  a lo n g s id e  such  
e s se n tia l r e a d in g  as H. B ru c e  F ra n k lin ’s or, M y th m ak in g  in
A m erica , C hristian  A p p y ’s W orking— C lass War, Ja m es W illiam  G ib so n ’s 
W arrio r D ream s, and  R ich a rd  M o se r ’s The N ew  W inter S o ld ie rs . '0 I t’s 
a  h is to ry  w e  m isu n d e rs ta n d  a t o u r peril.

111 H. Bruce Franklin, or. Mythmaking in America: How and Why Belief in
Live POWs Has Possessed a Nation. New York: Lawrence Hill, 1992: Christian Appy, 
Working-Class War: American Combat Soldiers and Vietnam. Chapel Hill: U of N. Caro­
lina P, 1993; James William Gibson, Watrior Dreams: Paramilitary Culture in Post-Viet­
nam America. New York: Hill and Wang, 1994; Richard Moser, The New Winter Soldiers: 
GI and Veteran Dissent During the Vietnam Era. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutger's UP, 1996.

V i e t n a m  a n d  O t h e r  A m e r i c a n  F a n t a s i e s

By H. B r u c e  F ra n k l in  (U n iv . o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 0 )  

R e v ie w  by M a n d y  H a c k le y

H. Bruce Franklin’s newest book. Vietnam and 
Other American Fantasies, is a truly multifarious book. 
It could easily be called the Vietnam War Myth Reader. 
Franklin ticks o ff the falsehoods o f  American involve­
ment in Vietnam, one right after the other. One o f  the 
first myths he exposes is the idea that the mainstream 
American media caused America to “lose” the Viet­
nam War. Even though the government must think that 
this is the case, as the media was highly regulated dur­
ing the U.S. invasion o f  Grenada and the G ulf War. He 
also discredits the idea that war protesters consisted 
only o f  the upper class college-educated crowd. A great 

majority o f  the opposition to the war came from blue-collar workers. This makes 
sense since it is usually this class that is used as cannon fodder for Uncle Sam. 
Franklin does give credit to university teach-ins as a great anti-war tool but he 
does point out that the teach-ins may be getting more credit than they deserve.

Franklin is most prolific when he discusses how science fiction created 
propaganda for and against the war. As someone with very little background in 
science fiction, it was engrossing to read how Star Trek episodes dealt directly 
with the war. It may be easy to write o ff Star Trek as a mere television show, but 
Franklin cites two pieces o f  evidence to refute this: A model o f the Enterprise is 
permanently exhibited at the Smithsonian's National Air and Space Museum and 
trekkers had enough power to demand that the U.S. space shuttle Constitution be 
renamed the Enterprise. This may seem trite but it is chilling to know that a great 
deal o f  science fiction in the 60s centered around atomic weaponry. Certainly, the 
more militant science fiction works could have swayed public opinion in favor o f 
more involvement in Vietnam. After all, a billion dollar nuclear arms shield has 
been named after S tar Wars.

Franklin is at his best when writing about the POW/MIA myth. A simple 
Internet search will tell you that this myth is alive and well. Franklin asks the 
very simple question o f  why would Vietnam still be holding Americans as pris­
oners and what purpose does this myth serve? One purpose the myth serves is as 
America’s excuse to continue economic and political warfare against Vietnam. It 
is disturbing to read that the former head o f  the Pentagon acknowledged that the 
government deliberately placed people on the POW/MIA list. In this way the 
Vietnamese could never explain the fake POWs and hence the myth could live 
forever.

Unfortunately Franklin’s arguement is often discredited by his failure to 
cite sources. Unfounded statements like, “One would never be able to guess from 
public discourse that for every American Veteran in combat, there must be twenty 
veterans in the anti-war movement” (48) do a disservice to the legitimacy o f  his 
claims.

Franklin has already touched on a great deal o f  the same materia] in other writ­
ings, but this book is not redundant and is still an interesting, if controversial, read.

T h e  A n n  A r b o r

T h ere  a re  tho se  p re c io u s  few  m o m en ts  in life 
w h en  it all co m es tog e th er; w h en  the  usua l lim ita tio n s 
o f  w h a t is p o ss ib le  do  n o t ex is t, th e  law s o f  soc ia l 
p h y sic s  are  su spended , and  ce rta in ly  th o se  p e sk y  law s 
en fo rced  b y  bored  cops are  sim p ly  ignored . T h o se  m o ­
m en ts w h en  ev ery th in g  y o u  b e liev e  in an d  ev e ry th in g  
y o u  en jo y  co m es to  life. M ay b e  y o u  felt it d u rin g  the  
W T O  p ro te s ts  in S ea ttle , o r  w h en  y o u  firs t d isc o v ­
ered  z in es , o r  m aybe ju s t  rid in g  y o u r  b ik e  h o m e  afte r 
q u ittin g  y o u r c rappy  jo b . O r m ay b e  y o u  w ere  at the  
3 rd A n n u a l A n n  A rb o r  H o t R o d  S h o p p in g  C a rt R ace .

H e re ’s w h a t h ap p en s: A t th e  s tro k e  o f  m id n ig h t 
on  a w e e k n ig h t in la te  sum m er, fo u r lan es o f  m ain  
th o ro u g h fa re  are  ta k e n  o v e r  fo r  a  p a ra d e  an d  race  
th ro u g h  dow n to w n  A n n  A rbor, M ich igan . W h a t is u su ­
a lly  a  q u ie t s tree t lin ed  w ith  o v e r-p riced  c rap -se llin g  
b o u tiq u es  an d  ev en  m o re  e x p en s iv e  re s tau ran ts  e c h ­
o es w ith  th e  ru m b lin g  o f  sh o p p in g  ca rts  reach in g  top  
speed , a cco m p an ied  b y  th e  h o o ts  an d  h o lle rs  o f  all 
in v o lv ed , as w ell as v a rio u s  rev e le rs  an d  as to u n d ed  
p asse rsb y  (n o t to  m en tio n  p eo p le  try in g  to  d riv e  u p  
th e  s treet).

I t ’s a  s p o n ta n e o u s  h a p p e n in g ,  th ro u g h  a n d  
th ro u g h . S o m ew h ere  a lo n g  th e  line, a  few  p e o p le  f ig ­
ure o n  th e  d a te  an d  m ak e  fly e rs  th a t s ta rt sh o w in g  up  
a  m o n th  o r  tw o  b e f o r e  th e  r a c e .  S t e n c i l s  a re  
sp ray p a in tcd  in  s t r a t e g i c  lo ca tio n s. M o stly
i t ’s  j u s t  w o rd  o f  m o u th . T he

n ig h t o f  the race, ev ­
e ry o n e  m ee ts  up at 
th e  d es ig n a ted  lo ­
ca tio n  (th e  s leazy  
2 4 - h o u r  d in e r ,  
r o o s t in g  p la c e  
o f  e v e r y  lo s t  
s o u l  a n d  
w e i r d o  in  
tow n), a n d  
w h e n  w e  
j u s t  c a n ’t 

s i t  s t i l l  
a n y  
l o n g e r ,  
w e  
h e a d  
to the



H o t  R o d  S h o p p i n g  C a r t  R a c e

b y  J o h n  G e r k e n

s ta rtin g  line  and  race  d o w n  th e  h ill. I t ’s a  ro w d y  p ro cess io n  indeed ; p ira te s  and 
c lo w n s, d rag o n s , m o n ste rs , d rag  q u een s  an d  ro ad  w arrio rs , fa rm ers an d  w a te r  
b a llo o n s  an d  b icy c les , in sects an d  sp a ce  c rea tu res.

N ee d le ss  to say, i t ’s a  p re tty  am a z in g  th in g  to see  60  o r  so p e o p le  d ress  up , 
d eco ra te  sh o p p in g  carts , a n d  tak e  to  th e  s tree ts  fo r  a p a rad e  an d  race  p ra c tic a lly  
th ro u g h  the  m id d le  o f  d o w n to w n .

W e g o t th e  id ea  fro m  k id s  in  V ancouver, B C , w h o  g en e ra lly  h o ld  th e ir  race  
in Ju ly , an d  in the  m id d le  o f  th e  d ay  no  less. W hy n o t sp read  th e  g o sp e l?  T he 
su m m er o f  th e ir  firs t, w e  h ad  ou rs  as w ell. It w a s  ab o u t 30 p e o p le  to ta l, n o t m an y  
m o re  than  10 carts. B u t it w as  th e  b lu ep rin t fo r w h a t w as to com e; r id ic u lo u s  
co s tu m e s, to rch es, lo ts o f  sc rea m in g  an d  y e llin g . A  ce leb ra to ry  ac t o f  in sp ira tion .

E v ery  y e a r  has seen  an in c rease  o f  p eo p le . T h is  p as t year, th e  T h ird  A n n u a l, 
a t least 150 p eo p le  tu rn ed  ou t. T h e re  w ere  p ro b ab ly  25 carts  all d eck ed  ou t and  
read y  to  race , an d  th is  y e a r  saw  th e  firs t w e ld in g , as w ell as b icy c le  h y b rid  carts.
A t so m e  p o in t, so m e o n e  sa id  (to n g u e  in ch eek , o f  co u rse , o r  p erh ap s  ju s t  a  bit 
d ru n k ), “ T h is  is th e  n ex t B u rn in g  M a n .” I ’ll ce rta in ly  n e v e r look  a t a  sh o p p in g  
ca rt th e  sam e w ay  again .

T h ese  p eo p le  a re n ’t n ecessa rily  a r tis ts  o r  ac tiv is ts . B u t th a t’s th e  po in t. I t’s 
m o stly  a  b u nch  o f  sc rap p y  k id s  o u t to  h av e  so m e  fun. B u t th e re  is an  im p lic it 
p o litic s  to  it, ju s t  as th e re  is w h e n e v e r y o u  tak e  a m u n d an e , ev e ry d ay  o b jec t and 
g e t c rea tiv e  w ith  it. W h en  y o u  tak e  so m e th in g  th a t w e  all se e  ev e ry  d ay  an d  m ak e  
it art, o r  so m e th in g  sly ly  su b v e rs iv e . T h is  is ho w  w e  ce leb ra te  the  en d  o f  su m m er 
in A n n  A rbor.

T h is  is o u r ca rn iv a l- esq u e  c ritiq u e  o f  co n su m erism . S a tirica l in d eed , to  pu sh  
a ro u n d  a n o th e r  h u m a n  in  w h a t is u su a lly  th e  c a rr ia g e  o f  sh rin k -w rap p e d  and 
p ack ag e d  g o ods. To tak e  th is v eh ic le  o f  p u rch ase  an d  rem o v e  it fro m  its usual 
co n tex t (sh ip p in g  g a rish  s to re -b o u g h t crap  from  th e  o v e rflo w in g  su p e rm ark e t 
a is le s , to  the  ch e c k o u t line, to  th e  ca r) is  su b v e rs iv e , to  be  sure. To tak e  th is 
in s tru m en t o f  c ap ita lism , e m an c ip a te  it en tire ly  from  its p re v io u s  o ccu p a tio n  and  
tu rn  it in to  a  p a ra d e  flo a t/so ap -b o x  d e rb y  ra c e r  ca rr ie s  a  su b tle  m essag e  th a t is no t 
to  b e  m isread . T h a t is, w e  d o n ’t  g iv e  a  fuck  ab o u t sh o p p in g  w ith  th ese  th ings.
W e’re here  to d re ss  up an d  race . W e’re h e re  to  rec la im  p u b lic  sp a ce  an d  h av e  a 
g o o d  tim e  d o in g  it. W e ’re h ere  to tak e  p riv a te  p ro p erty  an d  tran sfo rm  it in to  
p u b lic  art. W e’re  h ere  to  g iv e  ev e ry o n e  a  liv e ly  ex am p le  o f  g e ttin g  c rea tiv e  in a 
p lace  th a t leav es no  o p tio n s  fo r  th o se  u n d e r  18, w ith  little  m oney , an d /o r  o th e r  
s im ila rly  d ise n fran ch ise d  fo lk s (tha t is, ju s t  ab o u t ev e ry w h ere). W h ile  th is  isn ’t 
an ex p lic itly  p o litica l ac tio n , like a b lo ck ad e , m arch , o r  d em o  w ith  sig n s and  
ch an ts , it se em s to m e  th a t an y  tim e  w e  h av e  fun  and  do  w h a t w e  w an t in pub lic  
it can  be, a t lea s t im p lic itly , an  ex p ress io n  o f  o u r  sen se  o f  co m m u n ity  and  d es ire  
fo r  ch an g e . It is an ac t o f  civ il d iso b e d ie n ce  to  tak e  o v e r  th e  s tree ts an d  h av e  a 
party , to  rec la im  s tree ts  in th is  cu ltu re  d o m in a ted  by  the  cu lt o f  th e  au to m o b ile , 
esp ec ia lly  in a p lace  w h ere  a lm o st ev e ry th in g  is g eared  to w ard  p ro fit an d  adu lt 
sp aces, w h ere  k id s  are  g iv en  n o  o u tle t o r  op tion . In th is  age  o f  ste rilized  co rp o ­
rate  m arketing , d u m b ed -d o w n  m ass cu ltu re  en te rta in m en t and M T V  Spring  B reak, 
s im p ly  h av in g  fun  in p u b lic  is an ac t o f  re sis tan ce  an d  reb e llio n . 

(A n d  sorry , b u t i t ’s h a rd  to  fin d  g o o d  ac tio n  p h o to s o f  th e  race  itse lf. W ho 
th e  hell can  be  b o th e red  to  po in t, focus, an d  sh o o t a c a m era  w h en  so m e th in g  th is  
r id ic u lo u s  is g o in g  o n ?  W e’re  to o  cau g h t up  in it all to  th in k  ab o u t an y th in g  bu t 
th e  m o m en t.)



F o l k e d  U p  I n  T e n n e s s e e

G e t t i n g  D o w n  o n  M y  F a r m

T h e  D i c k e l  B r o t h e r s  S i n g  A b o u t  C h i c k e n s  a n d  W h i s k e y

W o r d s  a n d  P h o t o s  b y  S u n  f r o g

H ailin g  from  O reg o n , so u n d in g  like the  d eep  so u th , and  o w in g  a 
sp iritua l d eb t to  D IY  p u n k . T h e  D ickel B ro th ers  are  n o t th e  firs t fo lk  
o u tf it to  co m b in e  co n tem p o ra ry  a ttitu d es w ith  p rim itiv e  sounds. In  the  
late 19 8 0 ’s, a h an d fu l o f  m u sic ian s  fro m  N ew  Y o rk ’s lo w er E ast S ide 
sp a w n ed  the  an ti-fo lk  m o v em en t and  b a llad ee rs  like R o g er M a n n in g  
to u red  incessan tly , s in g in g  sc o rch in g  ly rica l p o em s o f  soc ia l d issen t and  
rom an tic  b itte rness. A t the  sam e tim e, M ich e lle  S h o c k e d ’s h igh ly -p ra ised  
early  reco rd s  cap tu red  th e  sp irit o f  an a rch is t cu ltu ra l rev o lu tio n  w ith  
c a m p fire  m e lo d ies. M ore  recen tly , p eo p le  like A ni D iF ra n co  an d  C a sey  
N eill hav e  re -in v en ted  th e  b rash  to p ica l fo lk  so n g  w ith  rem ark a b le  in ­
teg rity  an d  flair. A n d  a n a rch o -o c to g en a ria n  U tah  P h illip s  has seen  h is 
c a ree r  rev ita liz ed  th ro u g h  co llab o ra tio n s  w ith  D iF ra n co  and h is u n w a ­
v e rin g  co m m itm en t to p lay in g  g igs on  the  a c tiv is t c ircu it fo r IW W , E arth  
F irs t!, an d  o th e r  an ti-au th o rita r ian  causes.

In an  in te rv ie w  in late ‘9 9 , T he D ick e ls  rem ark e d  that th e ir  g ritty  
o ld -sch o o l so u n d — g ro u n d ed  in f id d le , m an d o lin , w ash b o ard , b an jo , 
g u ita r and stand -up  bass— w as destined  to  su rv ive  Y 2 K , even  i f  the  po w er 
g rid  w en t d ow n . N o t too  m an y  tech n o , h o u se , o r  ro ck  e n sem b les  w o u ld  
h av e  m u ch  to  d o  in an  u n p lu g g ed  u n iv e rse , b u t so m e  m u sic ian s  h ap p ily  
e m b race  fo rm s th a t p red a te— and  m ay  o u tla s t— the d ig ita l rev o lu tio n . 
A s w e  craw l in to  the  n ew  cen tu ry  to the  n u m b in g  n o ise  o f  the  in fo - 
tech n o cracy , trad itio n a l m usica l fo rm s a re  e x p e rien c in g  (y e t an o th er) 
w e ll-d ese rv ed  rev ival. T h e  D ickel B ro th e rs ' sp ir ited  and  in to x ica tin g  
in te rp re ta tio n  o f  o ld -tim e  s trin g  m u sic  is on the  cu ttin g  ed g e  o f  the  la test 
w av e , as fo rm e r  pu n k s sip  the  m o o n sh in e  o f  th e ir  fo re fa th e rs , an d  w e  all 
g e t se rio u s ly  fo lk ed  up.

T h e  sto ry  o f  ho w  T h e  D ickels en d ed  up v is itin g  m y co m m u n al 
fa rm  in the  h ills  o f  T enn essee  and  p lay in g  a lively, tw o -se t sh o w  in the  
m id d le  o f  a fie ld  d ese rv e s  so m e b ack g ro u n d . In M ay  2 0 0 0 , I a tten d ed

th e  F estiva l o f  F an tasy  F u lfillm en t in the S ie rra  M o u n ta in s (th e  re te llin g  
o f  that g a th e r in g ’s h ig h lig h ts  w ill have  to  w a it fo r an o th e r  sto ry ). T here , 
1 m et M ichael D ickel, w h o , w h en  h e  w a s n ’t  ea tin g  o r  sleep in g , w as p ro b ­
ab ly  p lay in g  the  fiddle . M uch  later, I lea rn ed  th a t in th e  b an d  M ichael 
fo cu ses on  m an d o lin  an d  w ash b o ard  and  h as on ly  recen tly  tak en  up  
f id d lin ’. M y  n o v ice  ea rs  w o u ld  n o t h av e  k n o w n  h e  w as a  b e g in n e r  fro m  
the  m y stic  so u n d s w aftin g  ac ro ss the  d ram atic  h e ig h ts  th a t c lo u d y  w e e k ­
end . B e fo re  leav in g  th e  m o u n ta in s , I in v ited  M ic h ae l to  v is it m e in  T en­
n essee  w h en  h is  b an d  ra m b le d  th rough . A  co u p le  o f  m o n th s  an d  a h a n d ­
ful o f  e -m a ils , le tte rs , an d  p h o n e  ca lls later, I h ad  c o n firm ed  th a t T h e  
D ick e l B ro th e rs  w o u ld  p lay  th e  in au g u ra l sh o w  at th e  D ism a l C h u rch  o f  
th e  H ea th en  S cum , th e  fu tu re  m usic  s tud io  and  w o rk sh o p  b e in g  c rea ted  
by  m y co m m u n ard  G eo rg e  on lan d  ad jacen t to o u r 120-acre  P um pkin  
H o llo w  C om m unity .

H ere  in the  ru ra l co u n te rc u ltu re  o f  m id d le  T ennessee , o u r frequen t 
ja m  sess io n s  a re  p u re ly  aco u s tic  b y  n ec e ss ity  an d  ch o ice . W h y  b rin g  a 
m ile  long  ex ten s io n  co rd  o r  a  g as-p o w ered  g e n e ra to r  to  th e  h o o ten an n y  
i f  i t ’s no t req u ired ?  W h y  d ra in  th e  s to red  so la r  en erg y  a t an  o ff-th e-g rid  
co m m u n e  w h en  o u r vo ices , d ru m s, and  g u ita rs  are  loud  en o u g h  by th e m ­
se lv es?  W h ile  w e  all h av e  a cce ss  to  e lec tric ity , w h e th e r  so la r  o r  fro m  the  
u tilitie s , w e  o ften  go  w ith o u t, lig h tin g  o u r ev en in g s  w ith  c an d les  a n d  oil 
lam p s o r  p lay in g  a  p u re  fo rm  o f  o ld -fa sh io n ed  m u sic . In  ligh t o f  th is  
e x is tin g  trad itio n , I c o u ld n ’t  th in k  o f  a  m o re  ap p ro p ria te  ac t th an  T he 
D ickel B ro th e rs  to  sh o w  u p  a t o u r land  in  th e ir  b e a t up  w h ite  F o rd  v an  to 
c o m m en ce  w h a t w ill h o p e fu lly  b eco m e  a  se ries  o f  ru ra l g ig s  fo r  to u rin g  
tro u b ad o u rs , an d  c ro o n  to  a  c ro w d  o f  lo ca l h ip p ie s  an d  h illb illies .

Indeed , a  q u ick  p erusal o f  th e  son g s the  D ickel B ro th ers  have  c h o ­
sen  to  rev iv e  d em o n s tra te s  a  p ro fo u n d  a ffin ity  to  a  tu m u ltu o u s , y e t te n ­
der, d o w n -h o m e  d isc o u rse  o f  d a ily  life th a t ex is te d  b e fo re  te le v is io n  an d



the  ty ran n y  o f  th e  tren d . A s th e  band  b eg an  to  p lay  fo r u s fro m  a fla tbed  
tra ile r  th a t d o u b led  as a stag e , I th o u g h t, “ A ll th e  so n g s are  abo u t c h ic k ­
ens an d  w h isk e y .”  W ell, th e  so n g s a re  a lso  ab o u t barn s an d  b ib le s , ch it­
lin s  and  ch ild ren , ra m b lin g  an d  re d em p tio n , in fid e lity  and  u n e m p lo y ­
m en t, w ars  an d  w ed d in g s  an d  funera ls . T h e  so n g s a re  real. T h e  so n g s 
a re  n o t ab o u t d o t-co m s an d  d ead h ea d s, b u b b leg u m  and  B M W s, o r  G ore  
and  B ush. T h e  in fo rm atio n  age  is k now n  fo r its v irtua l reality , its cyber- 
g lo ssed  illu sio n s , fan tasies , and  escap es . A g a in s t th e  g ra in  o f  th is h o l­
low  h y p e rw o rld , p u trid  an d  im p o ten t n o sta lg ia  ab o u n d s , from  “ fam ily  
v a lu e s” d en ia l rev iv a ls  to  n e w -a g e  n eo -trib a l d e lu s io n s  to su ch  c o lle c ­
tiv e  j o kes a s  “rea lity  te lev is io n .”  T h e  D ickels co u ld  eas ily  fall in to  a 
s im ila r  trap  o f  cu ltu re  th ievery . W h at b u sin e ss do  th ese  tw e n ty -so m e ­
th in g  w es t-c o a st p o st-p u n k s  h av e  c la im in g  th e  v e rn a c u la r  leg acy  o f  a 
D e p re ss io n -e ra  id iom  o f  th e  d u st bow l, th e  m o o n sh in e  still, an d  the  c o t­
ton  fie ld?  H o w ev er, th is  b a n d  a v o id s  th is  sn a re  w ith  a  frig h ten in g  sin ­
ce rity  an d  a  sav v y  focu s on  th e ir  c ra ft. To c lo se  y o u r  ey es an d  lis ten  to 
th ese  d u d es s in g  an d  p la y  is to  fee l y o u rse lf  tran sp o rted  to  d iffe ren t tim e. 
U p o n  o p e n in g  y o u r  ey es , y o u  m ay  b e liev e , as I do , th a t tim e  no  lo n g e r 
m atte rs  o n ce  in s id e  th e se  songs.

A  “g e n re ” th a t ac tu a lly  sp a n s h u n d red s  o f  y ea rs , trad itio n a l fo lk  
m u sic  h as a  tim e less  q u a lity  th a t tra n sc e n d s  th e  trite  p a c k a g in g  o f  eras 
and  ca teg o rie s  th a t w e are  a c c u s to m ed  to  now . T h e  D ickels p reo ccu p a ­
tio n  w ith  o ld -tim e  is q u a lita tiv e ly  d iffe ren t th an  say, th e  fe tish iza tib n  o f  
th e  7 0 ’s o r  8 0 ’s cu rre n tly  in  v o g u e . T h e  D ick e ls  m ay  no t b e  W oody  
G u th rie , th e  M o n ro e  B ro th ers , th e  C a rte r  F am ily , o r th e  N o rth  C a ro lin a  
R a m b le rs , b u t th e y ’re  n o t A  F lo ck  o f  S eag u lls  o r F oghat on  the  nex t 
re u n io n  to u r  either. A c c o rd in g  to  M ic h ae l, T h e  D ickels are  n o t “w o rried  
ab o u t b e in g  tra p p e d  in  a  g e n re ”  b ecau se  so  m u ch  o ld -tim e  m u sic  ex is ts  
fo r th e m  to (re)d iscover.

In actuality , w e  live in such  an  ah is to rica l e ra  th a t m an y  y o u n g  
p e o p le ’s c o n cep t o f  fo lk  m u sic  b eg in s w ith  Jew el; te en ag e rs  to d ay  d o n ’t 
k n o w  th e  p ro te s t son g s o f  B o b  D y lan , P ete  S eeger, an d  P h il O ch s  from  
th e  19 6 0 ’s, m uch  less  th e  ru s tic  treasu res  fro m  th e  2 0 ’s an d  3 0 ’s th a t the  
D ick e l B ro th e rs  hav e  u n e a rth e d  fo r o u r  lis ten in g  p leasu re . P leasu re , in ­
deed . O n  a th an k fu lly  m ild  A u g u s t a f te rn o o n , w e g a th e red  w ith  c o m - 
o n -th e-co b , p o ta to  ch ips, p o ta to  sa lad , cho co la te  cak e , ch eap  u n ion -m ade 
beer, and  a  m ason  ja r  o f  m o o nsh ine . W e found ou rse lv es w ith  law n chairs 
and  ram sh ack le  b en ch es  an d  a b o n fire  o f  b ru sh  in a fresh ly  m o w ed  field  
ab o u t a  m ile  fro m  now h ere . It fe lt like a fam ily  p icn ic ; in fact, the  band  
lik es sh o w s o f  th is  k in d  b e cau se  “w e  g e t m u ch  y o u n g e r  and  m u ch  o ld e r  
p eo p le  w h en  w e  p lay  o u ts id e  o f  b a rs .”

T he D ickels ja m m e d , and  w e danced . W e passed  a ha t to  raise m oney  
fo r  th e  b an d  an d  fo r  o u r co m m u n e . P u m p k in  H o llo w  w ill u se  th e  cash , 
ap p ro p ria te ly , to  b u ild  a  ch ick en  coo p . In th e  ag e  o f  sp ec tac le , p e rfo rm ­
ers  an d  th e ir  au d ie n c e  are  se p a ra te d  by  th e  o v e rs ta te d  im p ac t o f  im age 
and  o ften  by  a hu g e  stag e , ren t-a -co p  b o u n ce rs , and  ro ad ies. A t P u m p ­
kin H ollow , w h en  T h e  D ick e ls  second  se t en ded  and  so m e o f  us stu m b led  
b ack  up  th e  h o llo w  in a  m o o n sh in e  h aze , th e  p a rty  p e rs is ted  a s  g u ests  
b ro u g h t o u t th e ir  o w n  in s tru m en ts  an d  th e  m u sic  co n tin u ed  a ro u n d  the  
f ire . I w e n t to  se e  T h e  D ic k e ls  a g a in  tw o  d a y s  la te r  in a  b a r  in 
M u rfree sb o ro  an d  co n firm ed , as I 'd  heard  w as true , th a t T h e  D ickels 
b rin g  a  c e rta in  raw  im m ed iacy  to  th e ir  sh o w s no  m a tte r  th e  v en u e . In a 
sen se , I en jo y ed  th e  b a r  sh o w  m o re  th an  the  fa rm  g ig , s im p ly  b e cau se  I 
w a s n ’t re sp o n s ib le  fo r p ro d u c in g  it (an d  th e  h o u se  b e e r  a t S e b a s tia n ’s 
d id n ’t k ick  m y ass n early  as hard  as the  m o o n sh in e  I ’d  s ip p ed  on S u n ­
d ay  a t P u m p k in ). T h e  D ickel B ro th e rs  are  d e fin ite ly  w o rth  ch e c k in g  ou t 
w h e th e r  th ey  w a n d e r  in to  a  lo ca l w a te rin g  h o le  o r  en d  u p  sin g in g  a ro u n d  
a  cam p fire  in  y o u r  b ack y ard . 
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W o r d s  a n d  P h o t o s  b y  S u n f r o g

S e a so n a l an d  c o m m u n a l c a rn iv a ls  w ed  e c s ta sy  to  e v e n t an d  h av e  
b e e n  a p a r t o f  h u m a n ity ’s h e rita g e  fo r  m ille n n ia . W h e th e r  re lig io u s  o r  
cu ltu ra l, a rc h a ic  o r  m o d e rn , th e  fe s tiv a l m a rk s  a  tim e  w h e n  p e o p le  
a b a n d o n  w o rk a d a y  n o rm s  an d  ad o p t u n iq u e  lev e ls  o f  c re a tiv ity  as e x ­
p re sse d  in m u s ic , fo o d , d a n c e , c o s tu m e  an d  ritu a l. In  th e  lo o se  an d  
liv e ly  n e tw o rk  o f  rad ica l fae rie  co m m u n es  lo ca ted  in th e  h ills  o f  M id d le  
T en n essee , w e  tak e  o u r c e leb ra tin g  se rio u sly ; p a rtie s  b rin g  o u r ex ten d ed  
c o m m u n ity  o f  f rie n d s  an d  n e ig h b o rs  to g e th e r  like n o th in g  e lse , an d  
o fte n  th e  e x te n d e d  c o m m u n ity  e x te n d s  b ey o n d  b o rd e rs , a ttra c tin g  an 
in te rn a tio n a l a s so r tm e n t o f  ec c e n tr ic  a r tis ts  an d  a c tiv is ts  to  o u r p e c u ­
lia r  n ic h e  o f  a lte rn a tiv e  liv in g . O u r  a u tu m n  so ire e  se a so n  c o m m e n c e s  
at ID A ’s an n u a l A rtlan d  g a th e rin g  (an d  p re tty  m u ch  lasts un til the  W in ter 
S o ls tice ) .

A c c o rd in g  to  ID A ’s o w n  M a x Z in e , A rtla n d  is “ a  tim e  fo r a r tis ts  
an d  lo v e rs  o f  th e  a rts  to  g e t to g e th e r  in th e  w o o d s  an d  fe a s t o n  m u sic , 
c ra f ts , p e r fo rm a n c e  an d  c u lin a ry  d e lig h ts  in an  o p e n  co m m u n ity . It is a 
q u e e r  g a th e r in g : w ith  th e  w o rd  q u e e r  b ro a d ly  d e f in e d  b ey o n d  se x u a l­
ity  an d  u n d e f in e d  so  th a t all can  feel w e lc o m e .”

P re v io u s  A rtla n d s  o f  n o te  fo c u se d  on  c re a tin g  th e a te r  o r  a su rrea l 
c irc u s  w h ile  so m e  h a d  no  th e m e  b ey o n d  a rt th ro u g h  a n a rc h y  an d  sp o n ­
tan e ity . T h is  y e a r ’s fe a s t o f  fu n , th e  m o st am b itio u s  to -d a te , w as  th e  
f irs t  Id a p a lo o z a  F ru it Ja m  M u sic  F estiv a l. B e n d in g  d e f in itio n s  an d  e x ­
c e e d in g  th e  e x p e c ta tio n s  o f  e ith e r  a fa e rie  g a th e r in g  o r  a m u s ic  fe s ti­
v a l, Id a p a lo o z a  p ro v id e d  a m u lt id im e n s io n a l  h a p p e n in g  o f  c h a o tic  
h a rm o n y  an d  co lle c tiv e  h ed o n ism .

F a e r ie  g a th e r in g s  in T en n essee  g iv e  n e w  m e a n in g  to  su c h  c o n ­
c e p ts  as re m o te , ru ra l, an d  o u t-o f- th e -w a y . R e a c h in g  Ida re q u ire s  a 
g o o d  m ap  a n d  sto ic  p a tie n c e — b a la n c e d  b y  an  a p p e tite  fo r  ad v e n tu re . 
U p o n  a rr iv a l, n e w c o m e rs  w ill im m e d ia te ly  n o tic e  th a t th e y ’re  “ n o t in 
K a n sa s  a n y m o re .” F o r  m o st v is ito rs , th e  in itia l c h a n g e  o f  sc e n e ry  an d  
p a c e  is e n c h a n tin g  an d  in v ig o ra tin g , an d  th e y  d id n ’t  e v e n  m in d  th e  
p r im itiv e  fa c ilitie s  th a t D u n c a n  T eag u e  o f  A tla n ta ’s A d o d i M u se  c a lled  
“ th e  b e s t o u td o o r  to ile ts  in th e  w o r ld .”

C h ic a g o ’s S co tt F ree  sh a res  T e a g u e ’s a p p re c ia tio n  o f  th e  ru s tic  p o t­
ties: “ T h e  v a s tly  d e c o ra te d  sh rin e  th a t is th e  o u th o u se  is a K o d a k  m o ­
m en t in itse lf .” O ccasio n a lly , a  s tran g er m ig h t d ise m b a rk  in Id a ’s w o o d ed  
h o llo w  o f  w e ird n e ss  an d  w o n d er, o n ly  to  le a v e  a n  h o u r  la ter. F o rtu ­
n a te ly , m o st stay. Id a p a lo o z a  p ro v id e d  m e m o rie s  an d  s to r ie s  to  las t a 
l ife tim e — o r  a t le a s t u n til th e  n e x t g a th e rin g .

A n  Id a  f e s t iv a l  is  n o t  fo r  p a s s iv e  c o n s u m e rs .  A r t la n d  is  n o t 
M c C u ltu re  a n d  Id a  is  n o t a  ru ra l v e rs io n  o f  th e  u rb a n  q u e e r  sc en e . 
W h en  a p e rso n  a r r iv e s  a t Id a , th e r e ’s n o  g e e k  in  an  o ra n g e  v e s t te l l in g  
h e r  w h e re  to  p a rk . T h e re ’s no  C o k e  m a c h in e . A t Id a p a lo o z a , th e y  d id n 't  
e v e n  h a v e  t- sh ir ts  fo r  sa le! T h e re  w e re  n o  t ic k e ts  to  b u y  o r  g a te s  to 
w a lk  th ro u g h  (g u e s ts  s im p ly  m a d e  a d o n a tio n , b a s e d  o n  a  su g g e s te d  
fee , to  an  Id a  r e s id e n t an d  n o  o n e  w as  tu rn e d  a w a y  fo r  lack  o f  fu n d s) . 
V oid  o f  th e  c ra s s  c o m m o d if ic a tio n  th a t tu rn s  m a n y  m u s ic  f e s tiv a ls  
in to  o rg ie s  o f  c o m m e rc e , I d a p a lo o z a ’s su c c e ss  d e p e n d e d  on  th e  so u n d s  
c re a te d  b y  a ll its  p a r t ic ip a n ts .  F ro m  th e  in fo rm a l im p ro v is a tio n a l  ja m  
se ss io n s  o n  a  b la n k e t  u n d e r  a ta rp  on  a ra in y  a f te rn o o n  to  S a tu rd a y ’s 
s te lla r  1 0 -h o u r c o n c e r t  (w h ic h  w as  th a n k fu lly  d ry ) , Id a p a lo o z a  o rg a ­
n iz e rs  m a d e  g o o d  on  th e ir  p le d g e  to  tr a n s fo rm  th e ir  2 4 0  a c re s  in to  a 
“ so n ic  d re a m la n d .”

B o th  th e  w e a th e r  an d  th e  so u n d  sy s te m  th re a te n e d  to  p u t a  se rio u s  
d a m p e r  on  th e  q u irk y  d e lig h ts  o f  S atu rd ay , S e p te m b e r  23 . T h e  sk ie s  
o p e n e d  up  in  th e  la te  m o rn in g  an d  ra th e r  th an  c o m p la in  ab o u t th e  ra in , 
se v e ra l p e o p le  d itc h e d  a ll c lo th e s  and  d an c e d  n a k e d  in th e  lu sh  Ida  g a r ­
d en . P e rh a p s  th is  w a s  th e  a n ti- ra in d a n c e  w e  n eed ed . T h e  d o w n p o u r  
tu rn e d  in to  a d r iz z le , th e n  s to p p e d  ju s t  in tim e  fo r  th e  show . It ra in ed  
ag a in  la te r  th a t e v e n in g  as tire d  p e rfo rm e rs  an d  fan s s lu m b e re d  in th e ir  
ten ts . T h e  re n te d  so u n d  e q u ip m e n t re q u ire d  p a tie n c e  fro m  p e rfo rm e rs , 
fan s, an d  th e  e n g in e e rs  w h o  v o lu n te e re d  to  o p e ra te  it. L e g itim a te  f ru s ­
tra tio n s  w ith  te c h n o lo g y  a s id e , the  m u sic  c a rr ie d  th e  d ay  d e sp ite  the  
b r ie f  a s sa u lts  o f  d ro n in g , sq u e a lin g  fe e d b a c k -fro m -h e ll.

M a x Z in e  an d  T om  F o o le ry  b eg an  th e  ja m  w ith  so n g s  ( lik e  T o m ’s 
“ B ig  G ir l” ) an d  jo k e s  ( lik e  M a x Z in e ’s ad m o n ish m e n t: “ D o n o t tak e  the



b ro w n  a s p ir in ”), as th ey  re p e a te d ly  in s is te d , “ T h is  is  n o t th e  show ! T h is  
is  a so u n d -c h e c k !” S co tt F re e  fo llo w e d  w ith  a  sh o r t se t o f  b risk , cy n ica l 
lo v e  b a lla d s . T h en , w h e n  h e r  o u tf it  w as  f in a lly  ready , Y o lan d a  to o k  th e  
s ta g e  in  th e  b es t d ra g  o f  th e  day. (D u rin g  Y o la n d a ’s se t, Torn F o o le ry  re ­
a p p e a re d  as p sy c h e d e lic  c o w g irl on  s tilts  to  c h a lle n g e  Y o la n d a ’s s ta tu s  
a s  Q u e e n  fo r  a d ay ). F e e lin g  lik e  a  m ix tu re  o f  d isc o  g lam  an d  g o sp e l 
ja m , Y o lan d a  re -in v e n te d  h e r s e lf  w ith  each  so n g  th a t w as as lo u d  as h e r  
le o p a rd -p r in t sp a n d e x . M u c h  o f  h e r  w o rk  sh e d  re d e m p tiv e  lig h t on  a r­
c h e ty p e s  o f  n a s tin e ss  su ch  as “b itc h ” an d  “ co n tro l q u e e n .”

F o llo w in g  Y o lan d a , A d o d i M u se  to o k  th e  s ta g e  fo r  a  sp e llb in d in g  
se t o f  p e r fo rm a n c e  poetry . Im a g in e  G il S c o tt H e ro n  o r  th e  L ast P o e ts  
s tr ip p e d  o f  th e ir  m a c h ism o  an d  h o m o p h o b ia , an d  y o u  can  g e t a se n se  o f  
th e  p o w e rfu l c o m m e n ta ry  on b la c k  q u e e r  cu ltu re  th is  tr io  fro m  A tla n ta  
d ish e s  qp . L ik e  p o s tm o d e rn  Ja m e s  B a ld w in s , th e se  m en  se a m le ss ly  
w e a v e  n o tio n s  o f  re lig io n , se x u a lity , an d  p o litic s  in to  an  e m o tio n a lly  
e m p h a tic  q u ilt  o f  th ea te r , p o e try , an d  rap .

N e x t, A n g e la  M o tte r ’s b lu esy , fo lksy , fu n k y  se t re m in d e d  m e o f  
so m e  o f  th e  8 0 ’s m o s t d y n a m ic  d iv a s , p e o p le  lik e  P h ra n c  an d  A n n ie  
L en n o x . S he sh if te d  e ffo r tle ss ly  fro m  so f te r  p a e a n s  o f  g e n d e r  b e n t lu st 
a n d  f re e d o m  to  an g ry  so n g s  w ith  p u n k  in te n s ity  to  a jo y fu l  d a n c e  n u m ­
b e r  th a t h ad  th e  e n tire  c ro w d  m o v in g  an d  s in g in g  a lo n g . A t th e  c lo se  o f  
A n g e la ’s se t, th e  su n  a lso  se t. S o m e  fo lk s  sc a m p e re d  o f f  to  th e ir  ten ts  
fo r e v e n in g  a ttire  w h ile  o th e rs  sa m p le d  th e  lav ish  v e g e ta r ia n  b u ffe t. 
B e fo re  th e  n e x t h ead lin e r , loca l ly r ic is t  L e o p a rd  m ad e  us all lau g h  w ith  
a g r itty  h o m a g e  to  h is  12-cup  e sp re sso  m aker.

W h e n  P is to l  P e te  a n d  P o p g u n  P au l s ta r t  to  c ro o n , th e  f a e r ie s  
sw o o n . T h is  N e w  O r le a n s  d u o  h e lp e d  v isu a liz e  th e  Id a p a lo o z a  c o n ­
c e p t d u r in g  la s t f a l l ’s A r tla n d  a n d  a p p e a re d  in to p  fo rm  w h e n  th e ir  se t 
f in a l ly  a r r iv e d . R e g u la rs  a t m o s t  T e n n e s s e e  f a e r ie  g a th e r in g s ,  th e  
“ S im o n  an d  G a rfu n k e l o f  H o m o c o re ” p la y e d  a  sp o n ta n e o u s  se t o f  so n g s  
f ro m  th e ir  d isc s  F in e  R e d  W ine an d  S on  o f  a  G u n . R a th e r  th a n  re fe r  to 
a p la n n e d  lis t , P e te  an d  P au l to o k  c u e s  f ro m  fa n s  sh o u tin g  re q u e s ts . 
W ith  a n g e lic  b a lla d s  lik e  “ W h a t I f  G o d  W as a H o m o ” a n d  “ E v o lu tio n

o f  L o v e ” P is to l an d  P o p g u n  g a v e  th e  c o m m u n ity  a lu sh  lo o k  a t l ife  
th ro u g h  th e  le n s  o f  u n lim ite d  e ro tic  a rd o r  an d  im p e c c a b ly  c r isp  m u s i­
c ia n sh ip .

A f te r  a  so u n d -c h e c k  th a t se em ed  to  la s t d ay s , B itch  ( o f  B itc h  an d  
A n im a l)  f in a lly  b e g a n  h e r  se t w ith  p e rc u ss io n is t O m e c c a . A m id  a  d ay  
o f  so  m a n y  p in n a c le s  an d  p e a k s , it m a y  se em  p o in tle s s  to  sa y  B itc h ’s 
p e rfo rm a n c e  w a s  th e  bes t. H o w ev er, I m u st sa y  sh e  s to le  th e  sh o w  w ith  
a tti tu d e  a n d  ch a rm . D e sp ite  p e rfo rm in g  w ith o u t h a l f  h e r  b an d  (A n im a l 
d id  n o t m a k e  th e  tr ip  to  T en n essee ) , ja m m in g  w ith  a p e rso n  s h e ’d  on ly  
re h e a rse d  w ith  a h a n d fu l o f  t im e s , d e a lin g  w ith  th e  m o st fru s tra tin g  
so u n d -c h e c k  in a d a y  o f  d if f ic u lt  so u n d -c h e c k s , a c c e p tin g  g ra c e fu lly  
th e  c o n s ta n t p e s te rin g  o f  a  d e v o te d  7 -y e a r-o ld  fan , a n d  h a v in g  h e r  se t 
c u t sh o r t d u e  to  tim e  c o n s tra in ts , B itc h  b la z e d  th ro u g h  h e r  so n g s  an d  
m a n ife s to s  w ith  d y n a m ic  v irtu o sity .

M a in ta in in g  an  in te n se  in tim a c y  w ith  th e  c ro w d , B itc h ’s p e r fo r ­
m a n c e  lu re d  p e o p le  o f f  th e ir  b la n k e ts , la w n  ch a irs , an d  h ay  b a le s  to 
c ro w d  th e  s ta g e , to  d a n c e , to  s in g , to  sh o u t. F ro m  h e r  p a ro d ic  in te rp re ­
ta tio n s  o f  g o sp e l an d  c o u n try  s ty le s  to  h e r  fie rc e  e le c tr ic  f id d lin g  to  h e r  
m o m en ts  o f  in sp ire d  im p ro v isa tio n , B itch  b le w  us aw ay . M y  fav o rite  
m o m e n t h ad  to  b e  h e r  “ P u ssy  M a n ife s to ” ran t. N o t s in c e  B o n g w a te r ’s 
A n n  M a g n u so n  p e n n e d  “ T h e  P o w e r  o f  P u ssy ”  h a v e  m u s ic  fan s  e x p e r i­
e n c e d  su c h  a b r ill ia n t an d  b e a tif ic  re c la m a tio n  o f  th e  cu n t. O f  a ll the  
c le v e r  rh e to ric a l h o o k s  in B itc h ’s p ie c e  o f  p u n k  p e r fo rm a n c e  a rt, I m o st 
e n jo y e d  h e r  su g g e s tio n  th a t w e lea rn  to  c o m p lim e n t p e o p le  w ith  the  
e x p re ss io n  “ s h e ’s g o t e g g s” (as o p p o se d  to th e  fa m ilia r  “ th a t to o k  b a lls”). 
A fte r  B itch , a N a sh v ille  d an ce  b an d  c lo sed  the  sh o w ; h o w ev er, th e  sh o w  
h ad  a lre a d y  c lim a x e d  fo r  m e.

W h ile  th e  q u e e r  m u sic  fe s tiv a l sc e n e  p r im a rily  c o n s is ts  o f  w o m e n ’s 
e v e n ts , Id a p a lo o z a  b ro k e  n ew  g ro u n d  by  c re a tin g  a m ix ed  g e n d e r  m e lo ­
d io u s  m e c c a  fo r  f re a k s  o f  a ll ages . H o p efu lly , n e x t y e a r ’s fe s tiv a l w ill 
a ttra c t ev en  m o re  p e o p le  to  th is  im p re ss iv e ly  n o n c o m m e rc ia l, o n e -o f-  
k in d  c e le b ra tio n .





C H O I C E  S A R A  M C C A R R Y

A t  t h e  f i r s t  s t r e a k  i n  t h e  p l a s t i c  

w i n d o w  y o u  c a l l  h e r .

- H o w  d a r k  d o e s  i t  h a v e  t o  b e ?  

- S h i t ,  s h e  s a y s .  T e n  m i n u t e s  l a t e r

s h e  i s  a t  y o u r  d o o r .

Y o u  s i t  o n  t h e  t o i l e t  a n d  c r y .  F r o m  

t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  b a t h t u b  s h e  r e a c h e s  o v e r  

a n d  t o u c h e s  y o u r  b a c k .

- Y o u ’ r e  o k a y .

- Y e a h .

S h e  m a k e s  y o u  c o f f e e .  Y o u  w i p e  y o u r  

n o s e .

- I t  c o u l d  b e  w o r s e ,  y o u  s a y  l a t e r .  T h a n k  

G o d  I  l i v e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .

- H e l l ,  s h e  s a y s ,  t h a n k  G o d  y o u  l i v e  i n  

t h i s  s t a t e .

E v e r y w h e r e  y o u  g o  y o u  s e e  w o m e n  w i t h  

i n f a n t s .  L a r g e  w o m e n  w i t h  s m a l l  i n f a n t s ,  s m a l l  

w o m e n  w i t h  l a r g e  i n f a n t s ,  i n f a n t s  w i t h  s n o t  

r u n n i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  n o s e s .  C l e a n  i n f a n t s ,  g r u b b y  

i n f a n t s ,  i n f a n t s  s c r e a m i n g ,  i n f a n t s  s m i l i n g  a n d  

s t r e t c h i n g  c h u b b y  a r m s  t o w a r d  y o u  f r o m  s t r o l l ­

e r s .  Y o u r  n e i g h b o r s  h a v e  a  b u m p e r  s t i c k e r  o n  

t h e i r  c a r  t h a t  r e a d s ,  A r e n ’t  Y o u  G l a d  Y o u r  

M o t h e r  W a s  P r o - L i f e ?  T h e y  s p e n d  a  l o t  o f  t i m e  

in  t h e i r  y a r d ,  a n d  w a v e  a t  y o u  a s  y o u  b i k e  p a s t  

t h e m  o n  s u n n y  a f t e r n o o n s .  Y o u  w a v e  b a c k .  

T h e y  s e e m  l i k e  n i c e  p e o p l e .

In y o u r  h ig h  schoo l F rench  c la ss  y o u  lea rn ed  that 
“ 1 a m  fu ll”  is s la n g  fo r “ I am  p re g n a n t.”  P erh ap s the  
recep tio n is t w ill sp e ak  F rench . Y ou w ill d ial an d  say  ‘Me 
su is p le in ”  and  the  re c e p tio n is t w ill u n d e rstan d  im m ed i­
ately . E v e ry th in g  w ill b e  tak en  care  o f  fo r you.

-H ello , y o u  say, I need  to m ak e  an  ap p o in tm e n t 
p lease , an d  th en  you  say  th e  w o rd  an d  th e re  is a  long  
silence .

-H av e  y o u  h ad  it co n firm ed ?
-T h e  lin e  w as pink.
-W e can n o t sc h ed u le  a te rm in a tio n  p ro ced u re  w ith ­

ou t con firm atio n  o f  co n cep tio n , the  recep tion ist says, and  
h an g s up  on  you .

S h e  h o ld s  y o u r  hand  in the  w a itin g  room . T h e  last 
tim e  y o u  h a d  a  c o n f irm a tio n , y o u  w e re  C a th o lic . N e x t 
to  “ D o y o u  d rin k  d o  y o u  sm o k e  h a v e  y o u  e v e r  u se d  
illeg a l d ru g s  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  se x u a lly  a c tiv e  in th e  las t 
six  m o n th s  a re  y o u  fe m a le ” y o u  c h e c k  th e  Y es bo x .

W h en  y o u  a re  f in ish e d  y o u r  c h e e k s  a re  red . A f te r  45  m in u te s  so m e ­
o n e  c a lls  y o u r  n a m e  an d  lead s  y o u  to  a little  r o o m  w ith  a  p ic tu re  o f  
se a g u lls  o n  th e  ce ilin g . A f te r  15 m in u te s  so m e o n e  e ls e  c o m e s  in an d  
ta k e s  y o u r  b lo o d  p re ssu re  a n d  g iv e s  y o u  a  cu p  to  p e e  in . A f te r  y o u  
h a v e  ta k e n  th e  cu p  to  th e  b a th ro o m  an d  p e e d  in  th e  cu p  an d  p la c e d  it 
in s id e  th e  in d ic a te d  b o x  b e in g  su re  to  c a re fu lly  m a rk  y o u r  n am e  in  th e  
sp a c e  p ro v id e d  y o u  go  b a c k  to  th e  se ag u ll ro o m . Y ou w a it th e re  fo r 
a n o th e r  15 m in u te s  an d  so m e o n e  e lse  c o m e s  in . Y ou  k n o w  it is  th e  
d o c to r  b e c a u se  o f  th e  w h ite  co a t.
-W ell, th e  d o c to r  sa y s , w h a t w e re  y o u  p lan n in g  o n  d o in g  ab o u t it?

Y ou sta rt to  c ry  again .
- I ’m  in b e tw een  ap p o in tm en ts , th e  d o c to r  says. I  d o n ’t h av e  a  lo t o f  
tim e. W ere you  p la n n in g  o n  co n tin u in g  a  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  th e  fa th er?

In  th e  c a r  y o u  te ll h e r  h o w  y o u  h ad  to  tak e  y o u r  c lo th e s  o f f  in fro n t 
o f  the  d o c to r  b ecau se  th e  d o c to r  w o u ld  n o t leav e  th e  room .

-Jesu s , sh e  says. P lan n in g  to  co n tin u e  a  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  th e  fa ­
th e r?  Y ou sh o u ld  h av e  to ld  th e  b itc h  y o u  d id  it y o u rse lf  w ith  a  tu rk ey  
baster.
You sta rt lau g h in g  a t th e  id ea  o f  th is  an d  th en  y o u  are  lau g h in g  and  
c ry in g  a t th e  sam e tim e  an d  y o u  k eep  m ak in g  h id eo u s  c h o k in g  no ises. 
-T h e  B u tte rb a ll baby! sh e  sh riek s an d  th en  y o u  a re  b o th  lau g h in g  so 
h a rd  th a t sh e  h as  to  pu ll o f f  th e  road.
A  m an  in  a p ick u p  tru ck  h o n k s a t her, fo r n o t u s in g  h e r  tu rn  signa l o r  
m ay b e  ju s t  on  g en e ra l p rin c ip le .

-W ant a  c ig a re tte?  sh e  says. H ere , y o u  n eed  one.

T h is  tim e  w h e n  y o u  ca ll y o u  h av e  th e  p ie c e  o f  p a p e r  th e  d o c to r  has 
g iv en  y o u  te llin g  y o u  w h a t y o u  a lread y  knew . Y ou sa y  -I w o u ld  lik e  to 
m ak e  an  ap p o in tm e n t fo r  a  te rm in a tio n  p ro c e d u re  p lease . T h e  w o rd  is 
n o t m en tio n ed . Y ou are  p u t on  ho ld . Y este rd ay  a fte r  sh e  d ro v e  y o u  h o m e  
she  sa t in  y o u r  k itc h e n  an d  to ld  you  it w o u ld  h av e  a  h e a r tb e a t in a  few  
w eeks . Y ou w o n d ered  i f  it m ig h t g ro w  up  to  lo o k  lik e  yo u . Y ou p u t y o u r 
h an d s on  th e  p a rt o f  y o u r  b e lly  th a t s tick s o u t an d  sa id  - I f  it w ere  a g irl 
I w o u ld  n am e  it Lucy. S he  ro lle d  h e r  ey es a t you.

- I t ’s low er, d u m b ass. T h e  p a rt y o u ’v e  g o t y o u r  h an d s on  is ju s t  fat. 
It’s r ig h t here , she  sa id , an d  f la tte n ed  h er p a lm  ac ro ss the  top  o f  yo u r 
cro tch .

-H o w  fa r  a lo n g  a re  y o u ?  say s th e  v o ice . Y ou read  th e  n u m b e r  from  
y o u r  sh e e t o f  paper.

-Y o u ’ll h a v e  to  w ait. W e d o n ’t sc h ed u le  p ro c e d u re s  th is  early.
-O kay , y o u  say.
- I t’s fo r  y o u r  safety. W e’re very  busy. W e p erfo rm  m an y  o th e r  health  

se rv ices . T h is  is  ju s t  a  sm a ll pa rt o f  w h a t w e  d o  fo r  th e  com m unity .
-O kay.
-I m ig h t be  ab le  to  fin d  so m e tim e  fo r y o u  in  a  few  w eek s . T h u rs ­

day. T h e  31st. I can  fit y o u  in  a t four.
-O kay.
-D o  y o u  h a v e  an y  q u es tio n s?
-N o , y o u  say.
T h is  is  n o t true.

S he h ad  to ld  y o u  o n c e  w h a t it fe lt lik e  to  w a lk  th ro u g h  th e  p ic k e t



lin es  w ith  a  p a p e r  b ag  o v e r  h e r  face  so  n o  o n e  co u ld  ta k e  h e r  p ic tu re . 
A ll sh e  co u ld  th in k  a b o u t, sh e  sa id , a ll sh e  co u ld  th in k  ab o u t as sh e  lay  
f la t o n  h e r  b a c k  w ith  h e r  b o d y  e m p ty in g , w a s  w h a t w o u ld  h ap p en  to 
h e r  i f  so m e o n e  th rew  a b o m b , i f  th e  d o c to r  w o u ld  leav e  h e r  on  the  
tab le . I f  sh e  w o u ld  d ie  lik e  th a t, h a lf -n a k e d  w ith  h e r  leg s  sp re a d , b le e d ­
ing .

T h is is how  it started: y o u  w ere  cou n tin g  days. Y ou w an d ered  a round  
the  g ro ce ry  sto re  fo r 20  m in u tes  b e cau se  y o u  d id n ’t  w an t to  ask  the  15- 
y e a r-o ld  b o y  sto c k in g  sh e lv es w h e re  the  p re g n a n c y  te s ts  w ere . Y ou had  
th o u g h t m ay b e  n ex t to the  d iapers. Y ou found  th em  fin a lly  on th e  fe m i­
n in e  h y g ien e  sh e lf  b e tw een  th e  co n d o m s an d  th e  tam p o n s. Y ou p icked  
the  c h eap e st o n e  an d  th en  w o n d e re d  i f  m a y b e  th a t w as  a  b ad  idea . T he 
b leach ed  and  lip s tick ed  w o m an  w h o  ran g  you  up  d id  n o t tell y o u  to  have  
a  n ice  day. Y ou to o k  th e  b o x  h o m e  and  p eed  on  th e  sp o n g y  en d  o f  the  
stick  and  now  here y o u  are.

- I ’m  g o in g  to  b u y  you  a j a r  o f  p ick le s , she  says.
Y ou are  c ry in g  ag a in  b ecau se  y o u r  b reasts  hurt.
-I k n o w  y o u  hav e  an  ex cu se , she  says, -b u t y o u  are  tu rn in g  in to  the  

m o o d ie s t b itch  I hav e  ev e r  seen  in m y  life.
- I ’m  sorry, y o u  w ail, c ry in g  harder.
-O h  C h rist, she  say s, -I w as jo k in g . C o m e here .
S he g rab s a t y o u  an d  y o u  cry  so m e  m o re  un til y o u  rea lize  y o u r  

n o se  is ru n n in g  on  h e r  sw eater.
-M y  n o se  is ru n n in g  o n  y o u r  sw eater.
- I t ’s an  o ld  sw eater.

-W ill y o u  go  w ith  m e?
-S h u t up.

Y ou a re  c a rry in g  a se c re t now , low  in  y o u r  belly . I t h a s  g iv e n  y o u  
an  a w a re n e s s  o f  th e  c o v e r t liv es o f  o th e r  p eo p le . Y ou  ey e  w o m en  on 
th e  s tree t, w o n d e r in g  w h a t u n d e rc o v e r  tru th  th e y  a re  b e a r in g . T h e  se ­
c re ts  o f  so m e  w o m e n  y o u  can  read  eas ily : b la c k  ey es , to o - th in  b o d ies . 
B u t w h e n  y o u  lo o k  in th e  m irro r  y o u  see o n ly  a h ea lth y , a p p e a lin g  so rt 
o f  g ir l, w h o  m ig h t b e  up  fo r  a  b ik e  r id e  o r  a g a m e  o f  F risb e e , an d  so  it 
is faces  like  y o u rs  th a t y o u  w a tch  m o st c lo se ly . Y ou th in k  o f  c r im in a ls , 
th e ir  ac ts  o f  d e sp e ra tio n  o r  h a tre d  p a ra d e d  a c ro ss  th e  te le v is io n  w ith  
th e ir  n a m e s  an d  faces , p e rm a n e n tly  re d u c in g  th e m  to th e  s in g le  m o s t 
aw fu l th in g  th ey  h a v e  d o n e  in  th e ir  liv es. Y ou a re  th e  w o rs t k in d  o f  
m o th er. O n  th e  e v e n in g  n ew s , y o u  w o u ld  be  c ru c if ie d . Y o u r n e ig h b o rs  
h a v e  a c q u ire d  a n ew  b u m p e r  s tic k e r  p ro c la im in g  In  C a se  O f  R a p tu re  
T h is  C a r  W ill B e  U n m a n n e d . Y ou w ish  y o u  h ad  th e  o p tio n .

-I w a s  fin e  a f te rw ard , she  says. -M ay b e  it w ill b e  d iffe ren t fo r you, 
b u t I hav e  n ev e r lo o k ed  back . N ever.

-M ak e  th e m  g iv e  y o u  m o rp h in e , she  says. She h as d riv en  y o u  to 
the  c lin ic  an d  n o w  sh e  is h o ld in g  y our h an d  w h ile  y o u  try  n o t to  cry. I f  
y o u  cry  ev e ry o n e  s ittin g  nex t to  y o u  w ill kn o w  w h a t y o u  are  d o in g  here  
and  th ey  w ill h a te  you.

- I ’m  rig h t here , she  says. -B rea th e , she  says.
Y ou w o n d e r  i f  y o u  w ill be sick . Y ou a re  lucky. Y ou do  no t live in 

A lab am a, fo r one  th ing . Y ou c lu tch  h er f in g ers  an d  w a it fo r  the  d o c to r  to 
call y o u r  nam e. *

C l o s e  Y o u r  L e g s
THE 

S P A C E  B E T W E E N  A W A K E  A N D  

A S L E E P ;  T H E F I N E  L I N E  B E T W E E N  

DREAMS AN D REALITY. 

J e n n i f e r  S a b o t e u r

T h ere  are  g rap h ic  sexual im ages th a t u sed  to reside , qu ite  com fo rtab ly , b u ried  deep  
w ith in  th e  recesses  o f  m y  m em ory . D e p e n d in g  on  how  p leasan t, m em o rab le , o r  recen tly  
m y  en co u n te rs  o ccu rred , so m e  w ere  b u ried  d e e p e r th an  o thers. W h en  th ey  em erg e , th ey  are 
f lash es o f  sc en es long  p as t, all b lu rred  b y  the  p ass in g  o f  tim e. U n til r e c e n t ly  th ey  rare ly  
cam e  fo rw ard  u n less p ro m p te d  by  a  rem inder. It w as g en e ra lly  a  g o o d -n a tu re d  qu estio n  
o v e r  d rin k s w ith  a  friend .

H o w  m an y  m en h av e  y o u  s le p t  w ith?
A n d  c o n v e rsa tio n  w as  p leasan t. M y  m em o rie s  fo r the m o st part w e re  fo g g y  and  d im ly  

lit. T h ey  w ere , a t th e  very  leas t, co lo rfu l s to ries to  liven  u p  a  m ea l illu stra tin g  a tim e  o f  
ab a n d o n m e n t and  c o n sp icu o u s  se x u a l co n su m p tio n . T hey  w ere  a lso  e n co u n te rs  I h ap p ily  
left as s to ries  in freq u en tly  to ld . I fe lt— an d  co n tin u e  to feel m o re  p ro fo u n d ly  w ith  each 
p a ss in g  d ay — as th o u g h  sex  th a t I h ad  in th e  pas t w ith  people I hav e  n o t seen  o r  sp o k en  to 
in  a lo n g  tim e  h ad , an d  co n tin u e  to  h av e , no p lace  in m y h ap p ily  m o n o g am o u s life  now.

M y sex u a l pas t has co m e fo rw ard  and  m ad e  its p resen ce  k n o w n  o u t o f  the  recesses  o f  
m y  m in d , in to  the  in sid es o f  m y body. M y ren d ezv o u s  have, q u ite  lite ra lly , in fec ted  m e and 
are  d em an d in g  so m e a tten tio n  an d  reco g n itio n . T h ey  rep lay  th em se lv e s  o v e r  an d  o v e r d u r­
in g  m y  no w  freq u e n t g y n eco lo g ica l v isits . T h ey  rep lay  o v e r  w eek ly  te lep h o n e  co n v e rsa ­
tio n s w ith  th e  fu lly  in se n sitiv e  p eo p le  w h o  w o rk  on  b e h a lf  o f  the  c o m p la in t d ep a rtm en t o f  
m y  H M O .

T h is  is n o t th e  firs t tim e  I hav e  had  to  find  a  w ay  to  m an ag e  th e  o ccas io n a lly  ug ly  
co n seq u en ces  o f  h a v in g  sex , esp ec ia lly  w ith  p eo p le  I w as n o t in a  m o n o g a m o u s re la tio n ­
sh ip  w ith . A n y o n e  w h o  has sex  k n o w s th a t it can  be  em o tio n a lly  c o m p lica ted  an d  rea lly  
d an g e ro u s fo r  fa r too  m a n y  reasons. T h is  is, how ev er, one o f  th e  on ly  tim es in m y  life  th a t 
the  d ifficu lt co n seq u en ces  o f  sex  w ere  p h y sic a l ra th e r  th an  em o tio n a l. O n e  o f  th e  fu n d a ­
m en ta l d iffe ren ces in  h o w  I h an d le  em o tio n a l and  p h y sic a l d ifficu lty  is th a t w h en  I run  into 
em o tio n a l trau m a, m o re  o ften  th an  no t, I can  w o rk  it ou t on m y  o w n  o r  w ith  the  co u n c il o f  
a  p e rso n  w h o  I tru s t  an d  resp ec t. T h is  e lem en t o f  ch o ice  can  m ak e  a ll th e  d iffe ren ce  in 
g e ttin g  th ro u g h  a  to u g h  situa tion .

Im p o rtan tly  w h en  d ea lin g  w ith  issues o r  s itu a tio n s th a t a re  d ifficu lt e m o tio n a lly  bu t 
w h ich  lack  a p h y sic a l a f te rm a th , y o u  a re  a lso  p e rm itted  a  ce rta in  am o u n t o f  p riv acy  an d  a 
lo t o f  ch o ices  ab o u t h o w  y o u  can  h an d le  th e  situa tion . W h en  so m e th in g  h ap p en s to y o u  
p h y sic a lly  as a c o n seq u en ce  o f  co n sen su a l sex , as in co n trac tin g  an  S T D  o r g e ttin g  p re g ­
nan t, im m ed ia te ly  p eo p le  w h o  y o u  p ro b ab ly  hav e  n ev e r m e t in y o u r  life , and  w h o  you  
in stin c tu a lly  m ay  no t tru st, are  b ro u g h t in to  a  v e ry  perso n a l eq u a tio n  v e ry  qu ick ly . To 
co m p lica te  an  a lread y  co m p lic a te d  s itu a tio n  th ey  a re  genera lly  p eo p le  w h o  co u ld  g iv e  a 
r a t ’s ass ab o u t h o w  y o u  fee l ab o u t w h a t is h a p p e n in g  to  you , and  th ey  ch arg e  an ex o rb itan t 
am o u n t o f  m o n e y  fo r th e ir  se rv ices. In m y  ex p erien ce , th ey  a lso  ten d  to  b e  p eo p le  w h o



d o n ’t th in k  very  hard  abou t how  in se n sitiv e ly  th ey  m ig h t b e  trea tin g  you , 
d o n ’t ten d  to fill you  in on  o p tio n s  w h ich  y o u  h av e  (b ecau se  th ey  are 
co m fo rtab le  w ith  m ak in g  ch o ices fo r you ), an d  w h o , as d o c to rs  an d  health  
ca re  p ro v id e rs , o ften  seem  to  th in k  th a t th e  o n ly  e rro r  th ey  sh o u ld  be  held  
a c c o u n tab le  fo r is a c c id en ta lly  k illin g  you. I h av e  n e v e r  m et a  d o c to r  I 
liked . I hav e , how ev er, m et a few  w h o  I th o u g h t w ere  g o o d  docto rs.

A fte r  a ro u tin e  g y n eco lo g ica l v is it severa l m o n th s  ago  w h ere  I go t 
an  ab n o rm al P ap  sm ear, I h av e  h ad  to  “ fo llo w  u p ” b e c a u se  m y  firs t 
g y n e c o lo g is t’s ass is ta n t to ld  m e th a t I p ro b a b ly  e ith e r  had  cerv ica l ca n ­
cer, o r in te r io r  in d ica tio n s o f  “ro u g h  se x ” (y es, these  are  tw o  v e ry  d iffe r­
en t th in g s an d  I d o n ’t k n o w  w h a t she  w as th in k in g  te llin g  m e th is  e ither). 
I h av e  b e e n  c o n s is ten tly  h o rrif ied  w ith  th e  tre a tm e n t th a t I h av e  rece iv ed  
fro m  n ea rly  all o f  th e  fo u r g y n eco lo g is ts  I have  seen , an d  a p p a lled  at m y 
h ealth  in su ran ce  ca rr ie r  fo r too  m an y  reaso n s  to go  in to  here , b u t m o st 
n o tab ly  fo r  th e  p eo p le  th ey  h av e  n o t p ro p e rly  tra in e d  to  p u t m e on  ho ld  
w ith o u t acc id en ta lly  h a n g in g  u p  on  m e, m u ch  less ap p ro p ria te ly  deal w ith  
very  p erso n a l co m p la in ts  ab o u t sh o d d y  N e w  Y ork C ity  g y n eco lo g is ts . 
M y  b o y frien d  h ea rd  so m e w h ere  th a t b ig  H M O ’s ac tu a lly  h ire  p riso n  in ­
m a tes to  w o rk  in th e  co m p la in t d ep a rtm en t o f  th e ir  co m p an ies fo r o b v i­
ous b u sin e ss reaso n s: the  m o re  in ep t th ey  th in k  th e  p eo p le  w o rk in g  fo r 
th em  in the  c o m p la in t d ep a rtm en t are , th e  m o re  p eo p le  w ill b eco m e fru s­
tra ted  w ith  ca llin g  to  co m p la in  an d  the  less co m p la in ts  th e y  w ill get. B ril­
lian t, r ig h t?  W h ile  I lau g h ed  upon  firs t h ea rin g  th is , I th in k  th a t w h ile  
th ey  m ay  n o t a ll be  in  so lita ry  co n fin em en t, th ey  are  ce rta in ly  n o t p ro p ­
erly  tra in ed  a t all. F ro m  th e  w ay  th a t th ey  sp e ak  to  m e  I c a n ’t im ag in e  tha t 
th e re  are  o th e r  co -w o rk e r/m a n a g e r typ es a ro u n d  to en su re  th a t th ey  trea t 
p a tien ts  an d  cu s to m e rs  in a  se n sitiv e  m anner. I ’ll g iv e  y o u  a  b r ie f  ex ­
am p le  o f  m y  in d o c tr in a tio n  in to  the  w ay s o f  H M O  co m p la in t d epartm en ts. 
K eep  in m in d  th a t I h ad  a lread y  been  h u n g  up  on  severa l tim es w h en  I 
f in a lly  g o t th ro u g h . It w o u ld  b e  v a lu ab le  i f  y o u  k n ew  so m e o f  th e  h isto ry  
lead in g  up to  th is p h o n e  ca ll, b u t th e re  is so m u ch  th a t I w o u ld n ’t k n o w  
w h ere  to  b eg in . A nyw ay , I need  to  sav e  so m e  o f  m y  h o rrify in g  an ecd o tes 
fo r later.

A  very  deep  irrita ted  so u n d in g  m a n ’s v o ice : H ello?
M y v o ice , ra th e r  h ig h  p itch ed  and  y o u n g  so u n d in g : H i, I 'v e  been  on 

h o ld  f o r  a  w hile. A re y o u  th e  p e r so n  w ho tak es c o m p la in ts?
Y eah.
S ilence .
OK, w ell I  h av e  a  c o m p la in t I  w o u ld  like to  file 

a g a in s t  m y d o c to r  a n d  a  w om an w ho w orks in h is 
office.

O K
OK, w ell how  d o  I  do  th is?
Y ou can  do  it w ith  m e.
OK, Uh, I ’m n o t su re  w h ere  to begin . Well I 'm  

co m p la in in g  a b o u t a  g y n e c o lo g is t I  saw , w ho I  n ev e r 
a c tu a lly  sqw. I  w a n t to m ak e  su re  th a t  I  w as n o t 
c h a rg e d  f o r  a  v isit w ith  him  b e c a u se  h e  n e v e r  a c tu ­
a lly  ex am in ed  me, h is a s s is ta n t  d id , a n d  w hen sh e  
did, sh e  se e m e d  very  n ice  b u t sh e  d ro p p e d  th e  too ls 
sh e  w as u s in g  a  fe w  tim es d u r in g  the  ex am in a tio n  
a n d  c o n tin u e d  to u se  them , I  think. She d id n ’t seem  
very  e x p e r ie n c e d  a n d  I  a lw ay s  th o u g h t th e  d o c to r  
w as su p p o se d  to do  th e  exam in a tio n , anyw ay. Then 
they c a lle d  m e b a c k  a  fe w  d ay s la te r  a n d  to ld  m e 
th a t 1 h a d  to co m e b a c k  in to  the  office b e c a u se  I  e i­
th e r  h a d  c e rv ic a l c a n c e r  o r  w as sh o w in g  s ig n s  o f  it 
in m y P a p  sm ear. W hen I  a sk e d  i f  I  c o u ld  m ak e  an  
ap p o in tm e n t to com e b ack  in  they  s a id  no. I  a sk e d  
w hy not, a n d  th e  w om an s a id  th a t  sh e  d id  n o t m ake 
a p p o in tm en ts  in th e  ev en in g  a n d  th a t I  w o u ld  h av e  
to c a ll  b a c k  a n o th e r  tim e. So I  a sk e d  h e r  w hen, a n d  
sh e  s a id  w henever, th a t  I  sh o u ld  j u s t  c a l l  b a c k  a n ­
o th e r  tim e. A n d  1 a sk e d  w hy I  c o u ld n 't  m ake a n  a p ­
p o in tm en t a n d  sh e  s a id  th a t  I  j u s t  c o u ld n ’t. So I  c a lle d  
b a c k  th e  n ex t d a y  f ro m  w ork  a n d  I  g o t a n o th e r  re ­
c e p tio n is t a n d  I  t r ie d  to m ak e  a n  a p p o in tm e n t with

h e r  a n d  sh e  to ld  m e th a t  th e re  w ere  no  ap p o in tm en ts  a v a ila b le , w hich  
re a lly  f r e a k e d  m e o u t b e c a u se  they  h a d  to ld  m e th a t  I  m ig h t h a v e  c e rv ic a l 
c a n c e r  a n d  I  f ig u re d  they  shou ld , y o u  know, try  a n d  tr e a t  it. H e llo ?  H e llo ?

Y eah, I ’m  here . M iss  w o u ld  y o u  say  th a t y o u  re c e iv e d  b e lo w  av e r­
age  se rv ice  fro m  y o u r  d o c to r?  Is th a t w h a t y o u  are  try in g  to  say?

Uh, yes. I  w o u ld  defin ite ly  sa y  th a t I  re c e iv e d  b elow  a v e ra g e  s e r ­
vice. I  in  n o t a c tu a lly  d o n e  w ith my com p la in t, it a l l  g e ts  w orse.

So, w h a t y o u  are  sa y in g  m iss is th a t y o u  re c e iv e d  p o o r  se rv ice  from  
y o u r  d o c to r?

I  ’m sa y in g  th a t  1 d o n ’t th in k  an y o n e  sh o u ld  u se  th is d o c to r  ever, a n d  
th a t  y o u  sh o u ld  p e rh a p s  c o n s id e r  rem o v in g  him  f ro m  y o u r  p la n . I f  I  te ll 
y o u  ev ery th in g  th a t  h a p p e n e d  I ’m su re  it  w ill b e  c le a r  w hy w hen  I  am  
f in is h e d  w ith m y co m plain t.

O K , w ell th e  th in g  is ev e ry th in g  y o u  tell m e I ’m  g o in g  to  h av e  to 
ty p e  an d  I ’m  n o t th e  fa s te s t ty p e r  in the  w o rld , and  I d o n ’t  h av e  a ll d ay  
m is s .. .

Well, w h a t h av e  y o u  ty p ed  so  f a r ?
I ty p ed  ‘C u s to m er no t h appy  w ith  s e rv ic e .’

F la sh  im ag es o f  m y  sex u a l p a s t hav e  b eco m e  m o re  v iv id  in so m e 
w ay s th an  w h a t I d id  yeste rd ay , o r  ev en  last w eek . T h ey  are  no  lo n g e r 
d im  m em o rie s, bu t h u m ilia tin g  se cre ts  w h ic h  h av e  m ad e  it im p o ss ib le  
fo r m e to  h av e  sex  w ith  m y  b o y frien d  to n ig h t, n o t o n ly  b ecau se  1 c o u ld n ’t 
im ag in e  an y th in g  I ’d  ra th e r  do  less, b u t b e cau se  th e  c ram p in g  and  b le e d ­
ing  from  th e  ce rv ica l b io p sy  I had  y es te rd ay  m a k e  it im p o ssib le . F ear 
and  reg re t has , a lm o st o v ern ig h t, o v e rco m e  m e co m p le te ly  an d  sa tu ra ted  
ev e ry  d e c is io n  I m ak e  in o r  o u t o f  th e  b ed ro o m . T h is  in c lu d es the  n e w ­
fo u n d  d a n g e r I see  in  g e ttin g  o u t o f  bed  in th e  m o rn in g , as w e ll as d e c id ­
ing  w h e th e r  o r  n o t it w o u ld  b e  sa fe  to  leav e  m y  a p a rtm en t a t n igh t.

M y  sexual h is to ry  sin ce  last S ep tem b er has been  w ag in g  an  all ou t 
w ar ag a in s t m y  body. P ic tu re s o f  en co u n te rs  th a t cam e to  fru itio n  d u rin g  
ac ts  o f  free  w ill fee l th ey  m u st go  o n  to  re so lv e  th e m se lv e s  o n  a n ig h tly  
b as is , w h e n  I am  s le ep in g  an d  lite ra lly  c a n ’t e x e rc ise  free  w ill to m ak e  
th em  stop . T h e y  m o rp h  fro m  ero tic  m em o rie s  in d ream  fo rm  to th e  se n ­
sa tio n  o f  so m e o n e  c lip p in g  o f f  p ieces  o f  m y  ce rv ix  an d  p ro d d in g  m e 
w ith  co ld  m eta l in stru m en ts . S leep  p o u n d s  m e  an d  o ffe rs  p e rp e tu a l re ­
m in d ers . It d em an d s reg re t, gu ilt, an d  p u n ish m en t m o st ru th le ss ly  w h en

.. .H e l lo ?  H e llo ?

Y e a h , I’m h e re . M is s  w o u ld  you  s a y  

t h a t  you  re c e iv e d  b e lo w  a v e r a g e  s e r v ic e  

f ro m  y o u r  d o c to r ?  Is t h a t  w h a t  you  a r e  

t r y in g  to  s a y ?

Uh, y e s . . .  I ’m  n o t  a c t u a l l y  d o n e  w ith  

m y  c o m p la in t ,  i t  a l l  g e t s  w o rse .

S o , w h a t  you  a r e  s a y in g ,  m is s ,  is  

t h a t  y o u  re c e iv e d  p o o r  s e r v ic e  f ro m  y o u r  

d o c to r ?

I ’m  s a y i n g  t h a t  I d o n ’t  t h in k  a n y o n e  

s h o u l d  u s e  t h i s  d o c to r  e v e r , a n d  t h a t  y o u  

s h o u l d  p e r h a p s  c o n s i d e r  r e m o v in g  h im  

f ro m  y o u r  p l a n .  I f  I t e l l  y o u  e v e r y th in g  

t h a t  h a p p e n e d  I ’m  s u r e  i t  w ill b e  c l e a r  

w h y  w h e n  I a m  f i n i s h e d  w ith  m y  c o m ­

p la in t .

OK, w e ll t h e  t h i n g  is  e v e r y th in g  you 

te l l  m e  I’m g o in g  to  h a v e  to  ty p e  a n d  I’m 

n o t  t h e  f a s t e s t  ty p e r  in t h e  w o r ld , a n d  I 

d o n ’t  h a v e  a ll  d a y  m i s s . . .

W ell, w h a t  h a v e  y o u  ty p e d  s o  f a r ?

I t y p e d  “ C u s t o m e r  n o t  h a p p y  w ith  

s e r v i c e . ”



I am  e a g e r  to  e scap e  all o f  that.
S o m etim es m y  d ream s are  so v iv id  I c a n ’t re m e m b e r  i f  th ey  a c tu ­

a lly  h ap p en ed . B e cau se  I o ften  d ream  o f  th in g s  th a t ac tu a lly  h ap p en  
th ro u g h o u t th e  day, a ll o f  th is  can  m ak e  be  v e ry  d iso rien tin g . A n y w ay , I 
d o n ’t w a n t th em  as rea lity , th ey  are  u n co m fo rtab le  en o u g h  as d ream s, 
and  so  it is m y  in stin c t to  p re ten d  th a t n o n e  o f  it is  rea l. I w o u ld  ra th e r  
d ream  m y  c h ild h o o d  d ream  o f  f lo a tin g  up  w e ig h tle s s  in  a  w h ite  n ig h t 
g ow n , an d  sw im m in g  w ith  ease  th ro u g h  th e  h e av y  a ir  o f  m y  b ed ro o m . I f  
I d o n ’t sp e c ify  w h ich  h ap p en ed  in sleep , an d  w h ich  h ap p en ed  w h en  
aw ak e , I co u ld  p e rh ap s  co n v ey  to  y o u  w h a t it is  to  liv e  w ith  a  p e rp e tu ­
a lly  d im in ish in g  sen se  o f  reality .

I am  in a  h o sp ita l an d  th e  d o c to r  is p u ttin g  th e  m ask  o v e r m y  face, 
w h ich  w ill p u t m e to  sleep . H e  te lls  m e  to  b rea th e  in . H e is a sk in g  m e 
ho w  sch o o l is go ing . I am  you n g er, e ig h teen  o r  n in e teen . I d o n ’t  h av e  
c lo th es  on , ju s t  a p ie c e  o f  p a p e r  in th e  shap e  o f  a  g o w n  co v e rin g  m e. M y  
legs are  sp read . E v e ry o n e  is lo o k in g  b e tw een  m y  legs an d  th ey  a re  w e a r­
ing  m ask s  o v e r  th e ir  m ou ths. I te ll th e  d o c to r  th a t I k n o w  w h a t he  is 
try in g  to do . H e is try in g  to d is trac t m e  b y  a sk in g  m e  inan e  q u estio n s . I 
te ll h im  he  d o e s n ’t h av e  to  do  that. I ’m  n o t g o in g  to  fall as leep . H e 
laughs an d  a lth o u g h  th e  m ask  co v ers  h is m o u th , I can  see  h is lau g h te r  in 
th e  c r in k le s  o f  h is ey es and  in th e  tiltin g  up o f  h is  chin .

W hen  I w ak e  up  m y  in sid es d o n ’t h u rt b u t m y in n e r th ig h s h u rt 
m o re  th an  an y th in g  I hav e  ev e r  k n o w n  fro m  b e in g  sp read  fo r so long . It 
is a te rrib le  p a in  an d  all I w a n t to do  is c lo se  th em , fo rever. I h ea rd  th a t 
so m e tim es w h en  w o m en  w ak e  up th ey  are  c ry in g  b u t I ’m  n o t c ry in g  
b e cau se  I ’m  to u g h , an d  I g o t m y se lf  in to  th is  an d  I lo o k  a t th e  d o c to r  and  
ask ,

“ A re  y o u  f in ish e d ? ”
“Y es.” H e  says.
“T h a t w as so  fa s t.”
“ It w a s n ’t ac tu a lly  th a t fast. Y ou w e re  a s le e p .”
“T h an k  y o u ,”  I say, an d  c lo se  m y  ey es , th in k in g  ab o u t h o w  s tran g e  

sle ep  c a n  b e , h o w  stran g e  it is th a t y o u  d o n ’t fee l p a in  w h en  y o u  are 
s leep in g , h o w  it is like a  fo n n  o f  death . T h ey  w h ee l m e  to  a  ro o m  w h ere  
I lay  in  a b ed  n ex t to  o th e r  w o m en . I am  the  y o u n g es t. C u rta in s  are  
su p p o sed  to  se p a ra te  o u r b ed s b u t th ey  are  o n ly  so rt o f  h a l f  c lo sed  so 
th a t I c a n ’t  see  th e ir  b o d ie s , b u t I can  see  th e ir  h eads . W h en  th e  n u rse  
co m es to  c h eck  o n  m e I te ll h e r  th a t I th in k  I am  read y  to  go  h o m e, b u t 
sh e  snaps:

J u s t  re lax .
A n d  th en  she  w a lk s aw ay  w ith  h e r  sh o e s sq u e ak in g  on  th e  lin o ­

leum . I w a n t to  go  hom e. I sh u t m y  ey es b u t I c a n ’t sleep . 1 open  m y  eyes 
an d  see  th a t th e  w o m an  in th e  b ed  n ex t to  m e  is lo o k in g  a t m e an d  sm il­
ing  g rogg ily . She h as red  frizzy  h a ir  and  lo o k s a t m e  like she  w an ts  to 
p ro te c t m e fro m  so m e th in g , like I am  y o u n g  an d  sm all. I rea lize  th a t she 
h as h ad  it don e  a lso . T hat all o f  th e  w o m en  in  th e  ro w  h av e  had  it don e , 
an d  th a t in s tea d  o f  b e in g  w o rried  ab o u t o u rse lv es  w e are  all w o rried  
ab o u t th e  o th e r  w o m en  n ex t to  us in  the  row . L a te r  w h e n  I d ream  it ov er 
aga in  I re m e m b e r  m o st v iv id ly  th e  w ay  th a t re d  h e a d e d  w o m an  lo o k ed  
a t m e, and  ho w  even  th o u g h  the  th o u g h t o f  an y o n e  h av in g  ch ild ren  scares 
m e, I th in k  she  w o u ld  hav e  been  a  g o o d  m other.

W hen  I am  to ld  th a t I am  fin a lly  a llo w ed  to  leav e , th e  h o sp ita l 
p ag es m y b o y frien d  o v e r  an  in te rco m  to  co m e  an d  g e t m e, b u t he  has 
fa llen  a s leep  so he  c a n n o t h e a r  th em  an d  h e  n e v e r  co m es. F inally , o n e  o f  
th e  n u rses h as  to  leav e  h e r  po st to  go  to  th e  w a itin g  ro o m  to  fin d  h im , o r 
e lse  I w ill h av e  to  stay  th e re  un til so m e o n e  e lse  c o m es to  g e t m e. She 
d ec id es  fo r so m e re a so n  th a t th is  is a ll m y  fault. S he ask s m e w h a t he 
looks like— sk ep tica lly , as th o u g h  she  th in k s th a t h e  do es no t, in fact, 
ex ist.

T hey  find  h im  sp raw led  acro ss tw o  ch a irs , sn o rin g , a  po litica l pa tch  
se w ed  c a re fu lly  on to  th e  b ack  o f  his gas s ta tio n  ja c k e t, ch a in  d an g lin g , 
ska te  sneak ers . L o o k in g  at h im , y o u  w o u ld  n o t th in k  h im  cap ab le  o f  
g e ttin g  a w o m an  p reg n an t. W h en  w e g e t o u ts id e  I am  su p p o sed  to  get 
s tra ig h t in to  a  cab  b u t n o n e  w ill stop  fo r h im  so I h av e  to  go  o u t in to  the 
s tree t and  fla il m y  a rm s in th e  a ir  to  hail it m y se lf. O n ce  w e g e t b ack  to 
m y p lace , I g e t in to  b ed  b ecau se  I am  b le e d in g  p re tty  heavy . H e te lls  m e

th a t he  has to  leav e  b e cau se  h is  b an d  h as a  sh o w  so m e w h ere  on  a co lleg e  
rad io  s ta tio n  in  N ew  Jersey . B u t, he say s, he  w ill co m e  s tra ig h t h om e 
a fte rw ard s  and  m ay b e  he  w ill b r in g  m e a  treat.

W h en  I w ak e  up the  b ills  b eg in  arriv in g . It d o e sn ’t seem  righ t th a t it 
co u ld  co s t so  m uch  to  hav e  so m e th in g  d o n e  th a t h u rts  so  e ternally . A  
frien d  to ld  m e m ed ica l b ills  do  n o t affec t y o u r  cred it. T h a t so u n d e d  righ t 
to m e. H e w as w ro n g . I p re ten d  th e  b ills  d o n ’t m a tte r  and  let th em  p ile  up  
u n o p en ed . I lau g h  like it is funny, ev en  a fte r  I ca ll m y  h e a lth  in su ran ce  
co m p an y  an d  an  a n n o y ed  so u n d in g  m an  o n  th e  o th e r  en d  o f  th e  line  te lls  
m e  th ey  w o n ’t h e lp -w ith  a  cen t b ecau se  th ey  d o n ’t c o v e r  ‘th a t so rt o f  
th in g .’

Look, they  keep  se n d in g  th e  b ills!
M y  b o y frie n d  lau g h s also .
They th ink  th a t  i f  they  s e n d  m u ltip le  cop ies, w e w ill p a y  them !

I am  sta rtled  aw ak e  b y  a  w av e  o f  an x ie ty  p u llin g  a t m y  b rea th  leav ­
ing  m e ch o k in g . In s tead  o f  f lo a tin g  up in m y sleep , like w h en  I w as  a  k id ,
I stan d  back  an d  w a tch  m y se lf  b e in g  p ushed  d o w n w ard  by  m y ow n  w eigh t.

I b eg in  th e  ted io u s  p ro cess  o f  e lim in a tin g  p eo p le  an d  th in g s from  
m y  list o f  w ak in g  hassles . I p a y  so m e b ills . It tak es  y ea rs  o f  han g in g  up 
and  w a lk in g  aw ay  to e lim in a te  th e  b o y frien d , and  a little  less tim e  to get 
the  b ills  pa id  off. D ay s , m o n th s, years  la te r h e  d o es no t m en tio n  the  h o s­
p ita l b ills  o r  h arassm en t w h en  I am  co n v erted  in to  a d em o n ic  m u se  fo r 
sc rea m e d  a n g u ish ed  u n ab ash ed ly  se lf-rig h teo u s  h a rd co re  m u sic  reco rds. 
It b eco m es m y leas t fav o rite  g en re . T h is m u sic  is in the  b a c k g ro u n d  w hen  
I am  d eep  in  sleep  and  he  su d d e n ly  m o rp h s in to  a  m id g e t ru b b in g  his 
h an d s all o v e r  m e, an d  he  is to sm all to  p ic k  u p  an d  rem o v e . T he m usic  
b eco m es lo u d e r  an d  he  is the  s ize  o f  a  c h ild ’s p en is  try in g  to c reep  in side  
o f  m e  w h ile  I fla il m y  a rm s an d  han d s a ro u n d  try in g  to  s to p  it, like I am  
o n e  o f  th o se  s tr in g ed  p u p p e ts  dancing .

M in u tes la te r  I am  so u n d  a s leep , in  an o th e r  country . T h e  sle ep  is 
m o re  p eace fu l, ce rta in ly  m o re  ch ild lik e . M en  do  n o t speak  E ng lish  very  
w ell b u t th ey  th in k  I am  b eau tifu l. I th in k  th ey  are  b eau tifu l a lso , e sp e ­
c ia lly  w h en  w e can  b are ly  speak  the  sam e lan g u ag e . I w ill n e v e r hav e  to 
see  th em  again . T h ey  d o n ’t k n o w  m e. I d o n ’t k n o w  them . T h ey  w ill no t 
m u tte r  m y  n am e  to  o th e r  m en  w h o  k n o w  m e  th ro u g h  N e w  Y o rk ’s an x io u s  
soc ial c irc les  w ith in  th e  co n tex t o f  s ta y  aw a y  sh e  is m a rk e d  te r r i to ry  I  
h av e  a lre a d y  lifted  m y le g  a n d  p is s e d  on  th a t  one, d o n ’t  b e tra y  m e...

I f  th ey  c a n ’t sp e ak  E n g lish  th ey  c a n ’t  ask  m e  w h a t i t ’s like to  be a 
w o m an  p lay in g  m usic  o r  a  w o m an  p lay in g  m u sic  w ith  m en  o r a  w om an  
w ritin g  o r  a  w o m an  w h o  k n o w s h o w  to  read  an d  w rite . T h ey  d o n ’t ask  m e 
w h a t I th in k  o f  th e ir  songs , as a  w om an . T h ey  d o n ’t  te ll m e,

N o o n e  w o u ld  know  w ho y o u  w ere  i f  it  w e re n 't  f o r  me, y o u  w o u ld n ’t 
be  anyw here .
B e cau se , I ’m no t a  w o m an  here . I ’m  n o t ev en  m e, a t lea s t as you  have  
a lw ay s k n o w n  m e. Y ou d o n ’t n eed  a  sexual id en tity  w h e n  y o u  are  h av in g  
an o n y m o u s sex  w ith  so m e o n e  y o u  w ill n e v e r  see  again . I am  p a rt o f  an 
ac t in a  m o m en t, w h ich  e n d ’s w h en  I c lim ax , an d  w e  fall a s leep  o u tsid e  
o n  th e  so ft so il o f  th e  g rav ey a rd . O n ly  th e  m o m e n t d o e s n ’t en d  here , o r  
now . I am  n o w h ere . N o n e  o f  th is  is  real ex cep t th e  b lack n ess  b eh in d  m y 
ey e lid s  an d  the  sm ell o f  sw ea t an d  d irty  laundry , b e e r  an d  c ig are ttes . It is 
a  w ak in g  d ream , th e  b es t k ind . T h e  so u n d  o f  b rea th in g  an d  so m e tim es 
ch ild lik e  lau g h te r, en v e lo p in g  y o u  like a  cocoon . W e d o n ’t  b o th e r  w ith  
w o rd s  an y m o re  b e cau se  th e  m o re  C z ech  b e e r  y o u  d rin k  th e  m o re  you  
fo rg e t w h a t lan g u ag e  y o u  a re  try in g  to speak .

T h a t w as  the  g o o d  p art o f  th e  d ream . T h e  o n e  th a t is a  little  b it like 
f lo a tin g  aw ay, in  a  w h ite  n ig h t go w n  w h ile  y o u r  ey es a re  c lo sed , b u t o ld er 
an d  h eav ie r  as y o u  sta rt to w ak e  up. A ll d ream s feel a  n eed  to  co n v e rt to 
w ak in g , an d  w ak in g  is n e v e r  sm o o th  o r  easy , a t leas t fo r m e, an d  y o u  sta rt 
to  fall a  little  w h ile  y o u  float, back  to w a rd  th e  bed , o r  th e  g ro u n d , o r  
f ina lly  the  tab le  in th e  g y n eco lo g is ts  o ffice  w ith  y o u r  leg s sp read , k n o w ­
in g  th a t as sh e /h e  asks y o u  q u es tio n s  about y o u r  sexual h is to ry  they, a lo n g  
w ith  an y o n e  y o u  try  an d  ta lk  to abou t th is  w h o le  m ess is th in k in g , so m e ­
w h ere , I  to ld  y o u  so .

O r m ay b e , a t bes t,
You sh o u ld  h av e  know n b e tte r.



G E N D B M a i l P H Y

C o m m e n ta r y  By J e n n i f e r  R . J o h n s o n

R e cen tly  th e re  h as been  a  su rg e  in se lf-p ro c la im e d  ‘e x p e r ts ' f lo o d ­
ing  the  m ed ia  w ith  a  n ew  b ran d  o f  in sa n ity  in th e  d isc u ss io n  o f  w o m en  
an d  m en  in  re la tio n sh ip s  an d  society . T h is  has tak en  m an y  fo rm s, all o f  
w h ich  a re  re m in isc e n t o f  ea r lie r  tim es in h istory . W h en  th is  p h e n o m ­
en o n  o ccu rs  in p o p u la r  cu ltu re , w e  call it “ re tro .”  H ow ev er, w h en  th is 
an ach ro n is tic  re v e rs io n  co m es in to  p la y  in  th e  ro le s  and  im ag es o f  g e n ­
d e r  in o u r  cu ltu re , it is a rev ersa l o f  w h a t w e  call p ro g ress— an d  a p h e ­
n o m en o n  th a t I call “ g en d e re tro p h y .”

E x am p le s  o f  g e n d e re tro p h y  h av e  been  seen  in ev e ry th in g  fro m  the  
b la ta n t w o m e n -a s-o b je c ts  th e m e s  o f  The M a n  S how , c o m p le te  w ith  
“ju g g ie s”  b o u n c in g  the  a is le s  in strin g  b ik in is  a n d  “ g irls  on  tram p o lin es” 
c lad  in sk ir ts , to th e  g a y -b a sh in g  an d  sa d o m a so c h ism  o f  Dr. L au ra  
S ch le ss in g e r (h o m o sex u a ls  are  a “b io lo g ica l e r ro r” ; p re -m arita l c o h a b i­
ta tio n ?  Y o u ’re  a  w h o re )  to  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  th e  co y  w o m an , u sin g  h er 
fem in in e  w ile s  to  “ lan d ” a  m an , as in stru c ted  in The R u les (an d  d o n ’t 
fo rg e t The R u les II)  to  the recen t d ec la ra tio n  by  A rth u r  G o rd o n  in H ow  
to G et A ll th e  G irls  You W ant\\m i it is w o m e n ’s in d ep en d en ce  from  m en 
th a t is c o rru p tin g  society . W e’v e  a m  th e  g am u t. W elcom e to  A m erica , 
c irc a  1950— ex cep t th is is th e  y e a r  2000 . H e re ’s n ew s fo r tho se  w ho  
b e liev e  th a t “ o ld -fa sh io n e d ” is the  a n sw er (an d  co m m o n  sen se  fo r e v ­
e ry o n e  e lse)— h is to ry  d o e s n ’t p ro v id e  p re c ise  an sw ers , it p ro v id es  ed u ­
cation . R a th e r than  rev erin g  an d  rep ea tin g  h isto ry , w e sh o u ld  learn  from  
o u r p as t m is tak es . I f  w e  do n o t, th en  o u r p ro g ress  h as  b een  fu tile .

In sev era l o f  th e  a fo re m e n tio n ed  fo ru m s, an d  in p o litic s , w e  see  
p la tfo rm s b u ilt a ro u n d  “fam ily  v a lu e s .” T h e  “ fa m ily ” re fe rred  to  there in  
co n s is ts  o f  “ m arried  w ith  c h ild re n ,”  an d  ig n o res  a ll o th e r  g roups. H as 
an y o n e  sto p p e d  to  lo o k  a ro u n d  in th e  last 50 y ea rs?  T oday  ju s t  20  p er­
cen t o f  A m erican  fam ilie s  (y es, th a t’s o n e  in  five) fit th is  m odel, an d  the  
d iv o rce  ra te  has tr ip led  in th e  last fifty  years . In fac t, o n e  h a lf  o f  all 
m arriag es  n o w  en d  in d iv o rce . M o re  an d  m o re  p eo p le  are  o p tin g  to 
co h a b ita te  o r  re m a in  sin g le  to d ay  an d  a lte rn a tiv e  life sty les  an d  fam ilies  
h av e  g a in ed  acce p ta n ce , a llo w in g  m an y  m o re  p eo p le  an o p p o rtu n ity  to 
be  tru e  to th em se lv e s  and  still h av e  a  fam ily . Yet th e  d ec lin e  o f  the 
fam ily  is still th e  sc ap eg o a t o f  so c ie ty ’s ills  (do  p o litic ian s rea lize  that 
th ey  a re  a lien a tin g  m o re  th an  h a lf  o f  th e ir  v o tin g  p u b lic? ). Is  den ial 
rea lly  th e  a n sw er h ere?  I f  w e ac tu a lly  b e liev ed  th a t th ese  p o rtray a ls  o f  
th e  fam ily  w ere  accu ra te , w e m u st a lso  co n c lu d e  th a t s in g le  p aren ts, 
h o m o se x u a l co u p les , fo s te r  p a ren ts  and  o th e r  n o n -m a in stream  fam ilies  
are  n o t cap ab le  o f  b e in g  goo d  ro le  m o d e ls  to  th e ir  ch ild ren .

A rth u r G o rd o n , au th o r o f  H o w  to G et A ll th e  G irls  You W ant, dares 
to su g g e st th a t th is m o ra l-fam ilia l d ec lin e  w o u ld  be  h alted  i f  w o m en  
w ere  d e p en d en t on  th e ir  h u sb a n d s  (h e re  he  a rg u es th a t w o m en  w ere  
c rea ted  fo r m en  in a p se u d o -B ib lica l q u o ta tio n  d es ig n ed  to  a ttrac t the 
ch u rch -g o in g  c ro w d ). A cco rd in g  to h im  th is w o u ld  e lim in a te  d ivorce . 
A nd  co m m o n  sen se , in m y  es tim atio n . T h e  re su lta n t “ fam ily ”  is o n e  o f  
lo v e less , unhappy , fo rced , illu s io n a ry  to g e th e rn ess . F u rther, ch ild ren  o f  
such  fam ilie s  a re  tau g h t th a t b e in g  u n h ap p ily  m a rrie d  is b e tte r  than  b e ­
ing h ap p ily  in d ep en d en t (o r re -m arried  o r  < in se rt an y  o th e r  n o n -m arried  
sta tu s h ere> ). O f  co u rse , no  m en tio n  is m ad e  o f  th o se  w h o  h av e  no 
d es ire  to  m arry  o r  o f  th o se  w h o  d esire  to  m arry  so m e o n e  o f  h is o r  h er 
ow n  gender. Is so m e o n e  rea lly  a rg u in g  th is as a  v a lid  so lu tio n ?  S o m e­
o n e  is. T h a t sa m e  so m e o n e  h as su g g e sted  th a t w o m en  a re  the  “m iss in g  
lin k ”  b e tw een  ap e  an d  m an , an d  are  th e re fo re  less “ ev o lv e d .” W ith  p la in  
log ic  w e  can  d ism iss  G o rd o n ’s a rg u m en t as invalid . H ow  can w o m en  
be  c rea ted  b e fo re  m en  a n d  b e  tak en  fro m  A d a m ’s rib?  G o rd o n ’s book  
read s like a B rian  V ickers essay , all log ical a rg u m en ts  w ith  illog ica l and 
o u t o f  co n tex t b ases. Sadly, G o rd o n  is n ’t th e  o n ly  o n e  p ro m o tin g  the  
d e p e n d e n t m odel. T h e  w rite rs  o f  The R u les w o u ld  no  d o u b t like th is 
idea— o n ce  a w o m an  has “ lan d ed ” M r. R igh t, she  g e ts  to  keep  h im .

W ell, I ’m  a l l  f o r  b rin g in g  back  the  o p p ress io n  o f  w o m en . W hile  
w e ’re  at it, le t 's  b an  ed u ca tio n  fo r se lec ted  m in o rity  g ro u p s  and  p o p u la r­

ize  rac ism . In fac t, le t ’s p ro m o te  slavery , leg a lize  rap e , an d  launch  a 
se co n d  H o lo cau s t. I ’m  n o t try in g  to  o v e r-d ram a tize  h ere— o p p ress io n  
is o p p ress io n — reg ard le ss  o f  w h o  is su b v e rted . S ex ists  a re  no  less 
o ffen siv e  than  rac ists  (H ow ever, they  do  cu rre n tly  en joy  a h ig h e r m a in ­
s tre a m  a cce p ta n ce  ra te).

Dr. L au ra  S ch le ss in g e r co u ld  stan d  to learn  th is  fact. W ith  B ib le  
in han d , th is  re fo rm e d  (fro m  h e r  sin fu l w ay s , w h ich  m ak es  h e r  an  “ e x ­
p e rt” ) “ C h ris tia n ” q u o tes sc rip tu re  to  d e fen d  h er b ig o trie s  (as sh e  h e r­
s e lf  h as  d o n e  m u ch  o f  w h a t she  d isp a rag es) , w h ile  e n co u rag in g  ca lle rs  
to em b ellish  d eta ils  o f  th e ir  lives th a t bo rd e r  on  pornography . It qu ick ly  
b eco m es c le a r  th a t sh e ’s s im p ly  liv in g  v ica rio u sly  th ro u g h  th e  lives o f  
h er ca lle rs  (an d  c a n  rep rim an d  h e rse lf  as she  p u n ish e s  them ). A p p ar­
ently , th is  p u b lic  co n fess io n  fo rum  is po p u la r, as she  d eb u ted  a T V  
ta lk  sh o w  th is  fall in ad d itio n  to  h e r  rad io  sh o w  (sy n d ica ted  by  P a ra ­
m oun t). I ’m  ju s t  no t su re  w h o  h er lis ten in g  p ub lic  is ( sh e ’s e lim in a ted  
a ll h o m o se x u a ls  an d  all co n sc ien tio u s  in d iv id u a ls , an d  th e  C h ris tian  
r ig h t can  h ard ly  su p p o rt h e r  tac tics).

A gain , w h y  a re  an c ien t cu ltu ra l s ta n d a rd s  c ited  as th e  a n sw er to 
so c ie ty ’s “ ills” o f  to d ay ?  I s n ’t it o b v io u s  th a t so c ie ty  ev o lv ed  b e c a u se  
th e  n o rm s o f  th e  p as t w ere  no lo n g er w o rk in g ?  W h y  w o u ld  an y o n e  
su g g e st th a t th ey  w o u ld  w o rk  no w ?

I look  upon  th is  p h en o m en o n  m u ch  as G lo ria  S te in em  d id  upo n  
h e r  S eco n d  E d itio n  o f  O u tra g e o u s  A cts a n d  E v ery d ay  R ebellions . I 'm  
h a p p y  to  see  th a t p eo p le  still w a n t to p ro m o te  a sen se  o f  e th ic s  and  
fam ily , b u t th e  ac tiv is t in m e  d o e s n ’t fee l a t all h a p p y  th a t p eo p le  are  
still u sin g  cu ltu ra l an ach ro n ism s to  d e fen d  such  a rg u m en ts  o r  th a t such 
to p ics are  still re lev an t fo r  d isc u ssio n . “ I d o n ’t kn o w  w h e th e r  to c e l­
e b ra te  o r m o u rn .”

I f  in d eed  a h is to rica l ro le  m odel is sough t, o n e  sh o u ld  look  to 
id eas w h ic h  w o rk ed , n o t th o se  w h ich  d id n ’t. F o r ex am p le , Q u een  
E lizab e th  rem a in ed  u n m arried , so m e  say  to  m ain ta in  h e r  p o w er and  
h e r  h o ld  on  the  th ro n e . O n e  can  lea rn  fro m  th is h is to rica l ex am p le  
w ith o u t e m u la tin g  h e r  and  w ith o u t re m a in in g  sing le .

W hen  w ill th ese  in san e  tac tic s  c ease?  W h en , an d  on ly  w h en , the 
p u b lic  sto p s b u y in g  in to  (an d  litera lly , sto p s b u y in g ) “n e w ” (rea d  as: 
recy c led ) id eas m a d e  p o p u la r  b y  th e ir  sh o c k  v alue . C o n su m e r p u r­
c h as in g  on ly  re in fo rc e s  an d  rew ard s  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th ese  m ed ia , c re a t­
ing  a  J e r r y  S p rin g e r  effect. Is th is th e  fo rm  w h ich  w e w an t o u r “a u ­
th o r itie s” on  re la tio n sh ip s  to  tak e?  A n d  is th is the  fo ru m  th a t w e  w an t 
to  leam  fro m ? W e need  to  s to p  g aw k in g , ch an g e  th e  ch an n e l, and  
re fu se  to b u y  (o r  b u y  in to ) such  p ro p ag an d a . O n ly  w h en  w e reco g n ize  
an d  d en o u n ce  th is  g en d ere tro p h y , w ill w e  find  true  p ro g ress. -*

D r. L a u r a  S c h l e s s i n g e r

Dr. Laura’s TV talk show debuted during the middle of September, 
and was pulled off the air after just two weeks for a makeover. The low 
ratings the show received convinced the show’s producer, Paramount, to 
allow Dr. Laura to ditch her nice and polite TV show attitude for the aggres­
sive, condesending attitude she has on her radio show. She’s experienced 
other setbacks recently, when a NYC radio station, WABC-AM, cut her syn­
dicated show from three hours to two (NY Post, 10/23/00). A parody of Dr. 
Laura received a high-profile trouncing on the NBC show West Wing from 
president Martin Sheen. Sagging ratings and continued controversy have 
meant lost sponsorship, including Proctor & Gamble (E! Online News 10/ 
23/00), and the show has been dropped by some networks (CBC.CA 10/5/ 
00). For more information on the controversy surrounding Dr. Schlessinger, 
stopdrlaura.com has a comprehensive compilation of direct quotes from 
Dr. Laura, info on who her advertisers are, what stations air her show, etc.



T h e  silen c e  tha t sh ap es o u r  w o r(l)d s. T h e  silen c e  th a t co n to u rs  the  soun d s o f  m usic . T h e  s ilen ce  that 
u su a lly  in te rru p ts  &  su rro u n d s  o u r m ost in cred ib le  e x p e rien ces  (and  in te rfe res w ith  th e ir  recu rren ce ). T he 
silen ce  th a t leav es us a lo n e  w ith  o u r p a in s—-cutting us o f f  from  each  o th e r  and  o u r co m m o n  s tru g g les . S i­
len ce  c rea te s  m o m en ts  w h ere  w e rea lize  w h at w e  hav e  y e t to co m m u n ica te ... T h e re  is a lso  a  b eau tifu l k in d  o f  
s ilen c e  th a t a llo w s us to  re lax , to d ream  and  to  feel p leasu re . T h is  silence , w h ich  p ro v id es  in v a lu ab le  m o ­
m en ts  w h ere  o n e ’s m in d  can  e x p e rien ce  freedom , is o ften  d isru p ted  by  the w h irrin g  o f  m ach in es , the  ro a r  o f  
au tos, b illb o a rd s , the  b u zz  o f  c o m p u te rs  and  re fr ig e ra to rs , log o s, sirens , sm all ta lk , e tc. M any  tim es s ilen ce  
d e lay s d isc o v e rin g  and  d e lig h tin g  in d e ep -ro o te d  d es ires . S ilen ce  in h ib its  tu rn in g  these  d es ire s  in to  p leasu res .

S ilen ce  in v o lv es a ll... all so u n d ... all p o ss ib ilitie s ... all w e d es ire  to  co m m u n ica te ...
W e ex is t in a  v e ry  lo u d  so c ie ty - p erh ap s the  m o st ca rsp littin g  ev er— it is so  loud  w e  h av e  a lm ost 

b eco m e  d e a f  to the  m an y  beau tifu l so u n d s w h ich  are  c ru sh ed  by th e  caco p h o n y  o f  co rp o ra te  co m m erce ... 
A w ay from  th is d isso n an ce  a  too l d ro p p ed  on the  floo r can  be  th u n d e ro u s— a sing le  au to m o b ile  o r p lan e  can  
d ras tica lly  in te rru p t the  so u n d s o f  life ... co n s id e r  w hat w e  m u st f ilte r  out... (as the  c o m p u te r  w h irs)... A n 
in te rsec tio n  c losed  by  a p ro te s t o r  critica l m ass can  re s to re  a se ren ity  w h ich  w e o ften  fo rget p o ss ib le ... le t’s 
u n p lu g  fo r a  m om en t...

• I had  a d e lig h tfu l frien d sh ip  w ith  a 70 y ea r  o ld  E th iop ian  w o m an  (“ N ay a” ). S he sp o k e  no E ng lish  and  I 
knew  m ay b e  fifty  w o rd s o f  the  E th io p ian  n a tio n a l d ia lec t (“ a h m aric” ). O u r frien d sh ip  w as b ased  on  a few  
basic  th ings: W e bo th  sh a red  an in ten se  love fo r h e r  ch ild ren  an d  th ree  g ran d ch ild ren . W e co o k ed  and 
ab so rb e d  m an y  in cred ib le  m eals ... W e sh a red  en d le ss  h o u rs o f  b eau tifu l s ilen ce  w h ile  c a rin g  fo r h e r  n ew b o rn  
g ra n d -d a u g h te r  (D o m in iq u e ).

W e co m m u n ica ted  th ro u g h  sm iles  (an d  o th e r  fac ia l ex p ress io n s) , laughter, ey e  co n tac t, sh a rin g  food, 
h u g g in g  and  k iss in g  e ach  o th e r ’s ch eek s  (each  tim e  w e  m et an d  p arted )— as w e em b raced  w e  u tte red  “ dah  
n a n ic h ” w h ich  w as an E th io p ian  p h rase  ex p ress in g  a ffec tio n ... as o p p o se d  to  s ta n d ard  sp eech  o u r  c o m m u n i­
c a tio n  so u g h t to  co n v ey  fee lin g  th ro u g h  so und  an d  silen c e  ra th e r  th an  g ram m ar... I n ev e r on ce  felt th e  n eed  to 
teach  h e r  E n g lish  o r  to learn  A h m aric— o u r c o m m u n ica tio n s  w ere  e ffic ien t an d  p leasan t...

B e fo re  N a y a  left fo r E th io p ia  I sp e n t th e  n ig h t on  th e  co u ch  in h e r  fa m ily ’s liv ing  room . E a rly  in  the  
m o rn in g  N ay a  cam e  d o w n sta irs  to  leave- w e  h u g g ed  an d  k issed  each  o th e r ’s ch eck s— w e m ad e  ey e  co n tac t... 
w e  bo th  k n ew  th a t w e  w o u ld  n ev e r see  each  o th e r  again . In a  v e ry  s ig n if ican t w ay  w e w ere  bo th  d y in g  in o u r 
sh a red  reality ... W e c rie d  and  c ried  th en  h u g g ed  again ...

I ’m  c e rta in  th a t w o rd s  w o u ld  hav e  sp o iled  th a t m om en t. I f  w e  had  a  sh a red  sy n tax  w e  m ig h t hav e  
h idden  o u r em o tio n s  b eh in d  g ram m atic a l s tru c tu res  an d  ta lk ed  ab o u t triv ia l th in g s like  in flig h t m o v ies , a irlin e  
p ean u ts  o r  p o stc ard s ... In stead  fo r a  b r ie f  in stan t o u r  m in d s  w ere  tran sp a ren t an d  o u r  c o m m u n ica tio n  co u ld  
no t h a v e  b e e n  co n ta in ed  w ith in  w ords...
F e lix  M en d e lsso h n : "p e o p le  u su a lly  co m p la in  th a t m u sic  is so  am b ig u o u s , th a t it leav es th em  in su ch  d o u b t as 

' to  w h a t th e y  a re  su p p o sed  to  th ink , w h ereas  w o rd s  can  be  u n d e rs to o d  b y  every o n e . B u t to  m e it se em s ex ac tly  
the  o p p o s ite .”

s o u n d  ( e ) m e r g e s  w i t h ( i n )  s i l e n c e . . .
• S ilen ce , o ften  a  fo rg o tten  a sp ec t o f  m u s ic  an d  sp e e c h , sh a p es and  n o u rish es so u n d (s). S ilen ce  c rea tes  
an d  re lease s  ten s io n ... M usic  is b o m , d ev e lo p s  an d  re a liz e s  i ts e lf  w ith (in )  silence: so u n d s a rise  an d  d isso lv e  
as they  g iv e  a form  to s ilen ce , and  yet they  do  n o t ab o lish  it. S ilen ce  is an  o sc illa tio n  b e tw een  n o th in g n ess  and  
being .
S ile n c e  is m o re  a  u n io n  th a n  a  b r e a k in g  off.

S ilen ce  n o u r is h e s  an d  p ro te c ts  m u sic  w ith  g e n tle  a n d  f lu id  b o u n d a r ie s  w h ic h  a llo w  b o th  u n iq u e n e s s
a n d  u n iv e r s a li ty .. .  S ilen ce  is the  very  su b s tan ce  o f  m u sic ... in it in d iv idual so u n d s  are  in teg ra l to  the  p o ss i­
b ility  o f  all sounds.

D an c in g —  g e ttin g  fu rth er and  fu rth e r  in to  the  g ro o v e  until w c h ea r  an u n d iv id ed  so und  (th e  h a rm o n y  o f  
all life is in ten se  (y e t beau tifu l and p eace fu l)). A c o n tag io u s  ecs ta sy  sp read s as m ag n ific en t c h ills  run dow n 
the  sp in e  an d  th is b liss v irus c ircu la te s  th ro u g h o u t th e  en tire  o rg an ism . Wc no  lo n g er th ink  abo u t d an c in g - 
it ju s t  h ap p en s ... the  m u sic  is h eard  so d eep ly  th a t it is not heard  at a ll— w e re a liz e  th a t  w h ile  th e  m u s ic  
la s ts— W E  A R E  T H E  M U S IC . T im e d ila tes  and  frees i ts e lf  from  g eo m etric  su b d iv is io n . A s w c  re lease  tim e 
from  its m ath em atica l c o n fin es— w e e x p e rien ce  it as it is: in fin ite , flu id  & in d iv isib le . T h e re  is no  past o r 
fu tu re o n ly  a m ag n if ic en t tim e less  p resen t. A life tim e  is ex p e rien ced  in every  m o m en t, the  m in d  ascen d s  as 
b o d ie s  flow  freely...

T h e  rig id  eg o s  w h ich  fo rm erly  se p a ra te d  us from  h a rm o n y  d isso lv e  m om en tarily ... M usic  is no  longer 
ex te rn a l bu t ra th e r  an ex ten s io n  an d  in te rm in g lin g  o f  s e l f  &  life ... th is  beau tifu l lis ten in g  ev e n t (w h ich  w e 
h av e  a ll ce rta in ly  en jo y ed ) m ay  sim p ly  be  th e  e x p e rien ce  o f  silen ce . T h e  “ pure so u n d ” o f  s ilen c e  is c rea ted  by  
th e  in n e r  s in g in g  o f  th e  m in d  w ith  w h ich  w e  w e lco m e  an d  re c rea te  soun d s an d  m e lo d ies. S ilen ce  is the  
b eau tifu l m in d sta te  w h ich  m ak es us recep tiv e  to  p leasu re .

e x p e r i e n c e  i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . . .
S ilen ce  is the  su b je c tiv e  a sp ec t o f  lis ten in g — th e  p erso n a l s ig n a tu re  g iv en  to the  rea litie s  you  en coun ter...

A n  e n lig h te n in g  m o o d  tra n sfo rm s all se n sa tio n s ... E n ch an tm en t sa tu ra tes  ev e ry  g es tu re  as y o u  strid e  
w ith  a fee ling  o f  e la tio n  an d  ecs ta sy  w h ich  y o u  p rev io u sly  on ly  kn ew  in d ream s. D an c in g — a ttra c tin g  all to



m o v e  an d  sh a re  th is  m arv e lo u s m irth ... y o u  lis ten  in a  d iffe ren t w ay  to 
an  im p erish ab le  m o m en t o f  m u sic— y o u r  su rro u n d in g s  tak e  on  an u n ­
usu a l b eau ty  and  lig h t(n ess)... T h e  so u n d s o f  life  m esh  in to  the  sw ee test 
h arm ony ... T o ta lly  a liv e  - co m p le te ly  a  u n iq u e  in d iv id u a l— y et in total 
c o m m u n io n  w ith  all ( ju s t as a  v o rtex  is a  u n iq u e  b u t in teg ra l e lem en t o f  
a  r iv er). D ay s  p ass  an d  th e  m in d  sw ells  to  
th e  p o in t o f  b u rs tin g  fro m  an  in n e r space  
o v e rflo w in g  w ith  b liss— tim e  ex p an d s  (d i­
la tes) and  y o u r day s are  en c lo sed  in an  ev er 
v a s te r  fu llness.

Jo h n  C age: T h e  m u sic  I p refe r, ev en  
to  m y  ow n  an d  ev e ry th in g , is w h a t w e  h ea r  
i f  w e  are  ju s t  qu iet...

• S ile n c e  is th e  la n g u a g e  w ith in  la n ­
g u ag e- a  m o d e  o f  co m m u n ic a tio n  w h ere  
tra n s la tio n  is u n n ecessa ry ... a p rim o rd ia l 
co m m u n ica tio n  o ffe rin g  tran slu cen t im m e­
d iacy ... S ilen ce  is a t tim es the  m o st u n co m fo rtab le  b u t h o n es t a sp ec t o f  
c o m m u n ic a t io n . P eo p le  o ften  fill th e  a ir  w ith  all k in d s o f  n o ise  to  av o id  
even  a few  m o m en ts  o f  silence . C lo sen ess  an d  c o n n ec ted n e ss  co m e 
w h en  w e  can  co m fo rtab ly  en jo y  silence  com m unally . S ilen ce  fee ls p lea ­
su rab le  an d  p eace fu l w ith  th o se  w h o m  w e love ... W ords frag m en t...

A s th e  L in g u is t B e n ja m in  W h o rf  no tes: L an g u ag e  in c lu d es no t 
on ly  o u r w ay  o f  co n s tru c tin g  p ro p o sitio n s  b u t th e  w ay  w e d issec t n a tu re  
an d  b reak  u p  th e  flux  o f  life  in to  o b jec ts  an d  en titie s  ab o u t w h ich  to 
co n s tru c t p ro p o s itio n s ...”  S ilen ce , how ev er, ev o k es  an  ecs ta tic  se n se  o f  
im m ed iacy , an ex p e rien ce  o f  rad ica l b eau ty , b re a k in g  all the  h ab its  o f  
m ed ia tio n  co n v en tio n a lly  asso c ia ted  w ith  p e rcep tio n . S ilen ce  n eg a tes 
the  p ro cess  o f  n eg a tio n  th a t ab s trac tio n  is... S ilen ce , as th e  art h isto rian  
P o g g io li c la im s, a llo w s freed o m  from  “th e  p riso n  o f  th in g s .” S ilen ce  
a m p lif ie s  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  e x tr e m e  l ib e r ty  a n d  in te n s ity  o f  fee lin g : 
a b s o lu te  f re e d o m . O u r w o rd s lie so o ften  th ey  h av e  a lm o st lo st th e ir  
m ean in g — c o n v ersa tio n  (fo r th e  m o st p a rt)  has d ig re ssed  to sm all ta lk  
w h ich  av o id s the  b ig  issu e(s) o f  ex is te n ce  an d  in te rru p ts  in effab le  in ­
sigh ts .

H o w  d o es  lan g u ag e  frag m en t?  A  ve ry  im p o rtan t fea tu re  is the  su b ­
je c t  - v e rb  - o b jec t s tru c tu re  o f  se n ten ces, w h ich  is co m m o n  to  the  g ra m ­
m ar an d  sy n tax  o f  m o d e m  lan g u ag es ... th is  s tru c tu re  im p lies  th a t all 
ac tion  a rise s  in a  se p a ra te  en tity  (the  su b jec t) an d  th a t (in  cases d escrib ed  
by a  tran s itiv e  v e rb ) th is ac tio n  c ro sses  o v e r  th e  space  b e tw een  th em  to 
an o th e r  se p a ra te  en tity  (th e  o b jec t). ( I f  th e  v e rb  is in tra n sitiv e  the  su b ­
je c t  is still c o n s id e red  to  b e  a se p a ra te  en tity ...). T h is  p e rv asiv e  stru c tu re  
co n tr ib u te s  to p a tte rn s  o f  th o u g h t w h ich  frag m en t life an d  v iew  it as 
c o n s is tin g  o f  p a rts  (ex te rn a l to each  o th er) th a t a re  essen tia lly  fix ed  and  
sta tic ... th ese  th o u g h t p a tte rn s co n tr ib u te  to  co u n tle ss  so c ia l/e n v iro n - 
m en ta l ills...

S p e e c h  i s  a  c o n s t a n t  s t r a t a g e m  t o  c o v e r  n a k e d ­

n e s s . . .  ( H a r o l d  P i n t e r )

I  w o n d e r  w h a t  y o u  l o o k  l i k e  w h e n  y o u ’ r e  n o t  

w e a r i n g  w o r d s  ( A n i  D i F r a n c o )

S h h h !

sile n c e  is th e  la n g u a g e  o f  a ll; o f  a ll a g e s , p la c e s  a n d  t im e s , i t  co n v e y s , 
b e t t e r  th a n  w o rd s , th e  in c r e d ib le  jo y s  a n d  p o ss ib ilitie s  o f  life ... 
ev ery -th in g  c a r r ie s  th is  silen t m essage  - you h av e  b een  (u n )a w a re  o f  it...

S i l e n c e / O p p r e s s i o n / L i b e r a t i o n
th e  o p p r e s s o r  se e k s  n o t  o n ly  to  s u b d u e  th e  v ic tim  b u t  a lso  a t te m p ts  
to  (e ) l im i(n a ) t(e )  th e  v o c a b u la r y  fo r  a r t ic u la t in g  v ic t im iz a tio n  w h ile  
c o n s tr ic t in g  th e  in s t in c t  f o r  f re e d o m  (m o d if ie d  f ro m  T h o m a s  S zasz )

S ile n t  o p p re s s io n  is th e  m o st p o w erfu l... O p p ress io n  a lw ay s  in v o lv es

the crea tion  o f  fo rb idden  zones w here  th o u g h t m ay  no t ven tu re  an d  w hich  
are  su rrounded  by  silence  o r  illusion . W hile  co m p la in ts  m igh t be vo iced- 
th ey  are  a lm o st a lw ay s  in su p e rfic ia l te rm s w ith o u t an ex p ress io n  o f  the  
n a tu re  o f  tru e  d isc o n te n t. M a n y  o p p ress io n s  h av e  no  nam e... A lo n e  
w e can  ch an g e  very  little  - l ib e r a t io n  w a its  in  s ile n c e  f o r  th e  m o m e n t

o f  e x p re ss io n ...  b e ll h o o k s  no tes th a t fo r 
th e  o p p ressed  tru e  sp e ak in g  “ is an  ac t o f  
re sis tan ce , a  p o litica l g es tu re  th a t c h a l­
len g es p o litic s  o f  d o m in a tio n  th a t w o u ld  
ren d e r us n am eless  an d  v o ice less ... m o v ­
in g  from  silen c e  to  sp eech  is a g es tu re  o f  
d e fian ce  th a t hea ls , th a t m akes n ew  life 
an d  n ew  g ro w th  p o ss ib le ... (h o o k s - ta lk ­
in g  back).

W h at a re  th e  w o rd s  y o u  do  n o t 
y e t h av e?  W h a t do  y o u  n eed  to say ?  F o r 
it is n o t d iffe ren ce  th a t im m o b iliz e s  us 
b u t silence . A n d  th e re  are  so m an y  si­

len ces to  be  b ro k en  (A u d re  L orde).

D eleuze : i f  th e  p ro te s ts  o f  c h ild ren  w ere  h ea rd  in k in d e rg a rten , i f  th e ir  
q u es tio n s  w ere  a tten d ed  to , it  w o u ld  b e  en o u g h  to  ex p lo d e  th e  en tire  
ed u ca tio n a l sys tem ...

A  s u b - v e r s e  s i l e n c e  i s  s p r e a d i n g . . . s i l e n c e  i s  n o t  n e c ­
e s s a r i l y  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  w o r d s  o r  m u s i c  o r  e v e n  o f  r a w  
s o u n d s . . .  s i l e n c e  c a n  b e  a  v a s t  u t o p i a n  s c h e m e -  a  p l a n  
r i g o r o u s l y  e x e c u t e d . . .  t h e  d r e a m  o f  a  n e w  b e g i n n i n g . . .  
i t  h a s  f o r m ( l e s s n e s s )  -  i t  h a s  n o  b o r d e r s . . .

a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  w e  a r e  a l l  r e a l i z i n g  t h e  

( i m ) p o s s i b l e  a n d  i t  i s  t h e  s a m e  t i m e . . .  

l a n g u a g e  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  e v e r - c h a n g i n g  r e a l ­

i t y  w i t h  c o n c r e t e  m e t a p h o r s  w h i c h  m a s k  i t s  ( o u r )  

i n a b i l i t y  t o  f u l l y  g r a s p  t h e  d y n a m i c  n a t u r e  o f  l i f e . . .  

S i l e n c e  c r e a t e s  m u l t i p l i c i t y  w i t h i n  

l a n g u a g e ( s ) . . .  d i f f e r e n c e  c a n  b e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  

m e a n i n g . . .

s o u l s f o r e v e r p a s s i n g i n t o n e a n o t h e r n o w o r d s i n t e r r u
p t i n g t h e m a r v e l o u s i l e n c e o f u n i v e r s a l e c s t a s y

D e s p i t e  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  v e r b a l l y  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e r e  
r e m a i n s  ( b e t w e e n  u s )  a n  u n s t a t e d  t r u t h . . .
D e s p i t e  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  o u r  w o r ( l ) d s  
( r e m a i n )  s e p a r a t e . . .

M i m e
•  F i l m  i s  t h e  a r t  o f  c r e a t i n g  i l l u s i o n  t h r o u g h  
r e a l i t y ,  w h i l e  m i m e  i s  t h e  a r t  o f  c r e a t i n g  r e a l ­
i t y  t h r o u g h  i l l u s i o n s .  - M a r c e l  M a r c e a u
• A  m im e m u st firs t transfo rm  th ink ing , by  very  elabo ra ted , co n stan t 
practice. W e learn to  th in k  w ords in th is cultu re . A  m im e m u st th ink  
m ovem ent, v ision , im ages and  non-linearly ; and th is p rocess m ust be g iven 
un lim ited  tim e  to evo lve. O n ly  w h en  th is new  w ay  o f  th in k in g  is ab ­
so rbed  can  one  beg in  w ith  the  analy tica l w ork . L ater th e  im prov isa tion  
co m es to  en large  th e  sco p e  o f  the  w ork . O ne o f  the  p rac tices is to  fast 
from  w o rd s o n e  day  a  w eek, to  b rin g  it to a  habit, in o rd e r  to  penetra te  the 
rea lm  o f  silence. L ate r w e shap e  th is silence  w ith  m ovem en t, g iv ing  it 
m u ltid im ensional reality... (m o d ified  from : S am uel A vital)
• p e rh ap s... w e  hav e  k n o w n  all th is  befo re ... it s im p ly  ex is ts  and  

rem a in s  essen tia lly  u n ch an g ed  (an d  ev e r-ch an g in g )... d ire c tin g  a tte n ­
tio n  to  th e  p ro g ress iv e  m o v e m e n t an d  g ro w th  o f  sh ap e ... to  th e  b e a u ti­
ful, to  m o v em en ts  an d  g es tu res , o sc illa tio n s  an d  still m o v em en ts , to  the



tim e , c o lo rs  an d  tu n es , to  th e  essen ce  an tic ip a te d  w ith in  ev e ry  ac tio n  
an d  c rea tu re ... th e  se cre t h id d en  in the d iffe ren ce  o f  s im ila r  an d  in the 
s im ila rity  o f  d iffe ren t th in g s... th e re  is a ce rta in  un ity , an a ll-em b rac in g  
concea led  connec tin g  rhy thm ... in th is (n o )th ing (ness) lies th e  (n on)sense  
o f  ev e ry th in g ... (ex ce rp ted  an d  e m b e llish ed  fro m  the  p ro g ram  n o tes to 
the  C z ech  p an to m im e  A S tra n g e  D re a m  o f  a  C low n).

s i l e n c e  c o n ( s ) t ( r ) a i n s  n o t h i n g

M a m ak o  Y oney am am a d esc rib es  h aiku  (an u n rh y m ed  p o em  co m p o sed  
o f  o n ly  th ree  lines) as a b r ie f  s ta te m e n t w h ich  c re a te s  a  fee lin g  o f  “ all o f  
l ife ’s p h en o m en a  as insp ira tionally , as ex is te n tia lly  an d  as ec o n o m i­
ca lly  as p o ss ib le .”  “ T h ese  few  w o rd s ,”  she  asse rts , “ are  d ro p p ed  in the 
po n d  o f  silence . T h ey  rip p le  fo r a m o m en t an d  th en  silen c e  re tu rn s .”

4'33" O n A u g u st 29, 1952 p ian ist D avid  T u d o r p rem ie red  John  
C a g e ’s p ian o  so n a ta  in th ree  m o v em en ts : 4 ’3 3 ” . T u d o r w a lk ed  to  the  
p iano , o p en ed  an d  c lo sed  it th ree  
tim es (a t th e  b e g in n in g  an d  e n d ­
in g  o f  e a c h  o f  th e  th re e  m o v e ­
m en ts) T u d o r o th e rw ise  sa t still 
f o r4  m in u tes an d  33 se co n d s... In 
the  first m ov em en t the w ind  stirred  
th e  trees ... in th e  se c o n d  m o v e ­
m en t ra in d ro p s  b eg an  p a tte rn in g  
th e  r o o f  an d  by  the  th ird  m o v e ­
m e n t p e o p le  w e re  w h isp e r in g  - 
o th ers  w ere  leav ing ...

Im ag in ed  in 1948, C a g e  “ co m p o se d ” the  s ilen t so n a ta  o v e r  the  
n ex t fo u r y ea rs  (in  1948 he  in itia lly  h o p ed  to  sell it (in  m an u sc rip t fo rm ) 
to  the  M uzak  co m p an y  to ad d resses  the  d es ire  w h ich  ex is ts  in a ll o f  us 
fo r n ew  fo rm s— tran sm u te!).

In 1951 C a g e  en te red  an an ech o ic  c h a m b e r - w ith in  th is so u n d ­
p ro o f  ro o m  he  w as ab le  to h ea r  the so u n d s o f  h is b lo o d  c ircu la tio n  and 
h is n erv o u s  sy s tem . W ith  th is  e x p e rien ce  C a g e  p ro v ed  to h im se lf  that 
s ilen ce  co u ld  n o t be the  ab sen ce  o f  sound . A cco rd in g  to  C age, the  w orld  
teem s w ith  s ilen t so u n d s  (ca lled  s ilen c e  b ecau se  th ey  do  no t co n ta in  
m usica l in ten tions...) . T he  ex p erien ce  o f  th is  s ilen ce  a llow s fo r a ch ange 
an d  am p lifica tio n  o f  th e  w o rld  w h ich  en v e lo p s  us... as th is  p ro cess  u n ­
fo ld s w e  are  ab le  to en jo y  the  h a rm o n ies  w h ich  a re  u n in te rru p ted ly  
p re sen t bu t in te rm itten tly  ex p erien ced ...

S i l e n c e  h i n d e r s  t h e  r e - m e m b e r i n g / r e c u r r e n c e  o f  
b e a u t i f u l  m o m e n t s . . .

T h e  se ren e  s ilen ce  w h ich  fo llo w s an ex p e rien ce  - c rea te s  a p lace  fo r 
the  ex p e rien ce , s ilen c e  is like the  ech o  a f te r  a  sound ... It am p lifies  the  
e x p e rien ce  -c re a tin g  a  re so n an t space  w h ich  ex ten d s , cu lm in a te s , cu lti­
va tes , an d  fu rth e rs  th is e x p e rien ce  w h ich  d ia lo g u e  trie s  to k eep  a liv e  
w ith in  us. S ilen t d isc o u rse  ex ten d s  the  effo rt to re ta in  and  p ro trac t ex ­
p e rien ce  to  a m ax im u m  fro n tie r  o f  tim e , space  and  aw aren ess.

I m a g i n e  w h a t  t h e  c h a n g e  c o u l d  b e — i f  w h a t  w a s  
t h o u g h t  s o  c o n s t a n t l y — w a s  s a i d — n o t  k e p t — l o c k e d  
u p — i n  a l l  o f  o u r  h e a d s . . .
•too  m an y  p eo p le  th in k in g : no  o n e  th in k s  like this* “w h a t i f  no  o n e  e lse  
ag rees?  i t ’s too  m u ch  o f  a r isk ...”  (e lem en ts  o f  a c itizen  fish  song).

S i l e n c e  F l o w ( e r ) i n g :

l o v e v o l v e l o v e v o l v e l o v e v o l v e v o l v e v o l v e l o v e
boundaries betw een bodies becam e blurred— thinking and dream ing as one... 
con-fused  as to w here  each ended  and all began— passions flow (er)ed—  
the w orld  contracted  to us and  expanded to infinity— for one perfect m o­
m ent the (im )possib le  union o f  spheres w as actual— love beyond  desire—  
the  feeling  w as as m agnificent as any th ing  ever felt— w or(l)ds flow ed to ­
gether... each  attem pted  to exp lain  to the o ther but there w as no  longer an

“ each” or an “o ther” . W e m ingled  sounds o f  ecstasy  or m erged  into silences 
o f  even deeper im port. F or som e reason th is delightfu l process w as inter­
rupted and “each” and “other”  cam e again...

T h is  h as lo n g  b een  p resen t— w e all c o n s tan tly  th in k  o f  it— e v e ry ­
o n e  is aw are  o f  it— ev ery o n e  th in k s o f  it (co n stan tly )  m o st ju s t  acce p t it 
an d  are  (n )e v e r  am azed  by  it...

l i f e  i s  ( e ) m e r g i n g

s i l e n c e —  -life /d ea th .... the  n ex t p h ase  o f  ev o lu tio n  req u ires  
th a t w e  m u st e ith e r  b eco m e w h o lly  m ental c rea tu res o r  ov e rco m e  ‘c lo c k ’ 
tim e  an d  find  th e  e te rn ity  in th is  instan t... ph y sica l ex is te n ce  is a very  
tem p o ra ry  sta te ... th is  th o u g h t w a s  delig h tfu l and  d is tu rb in g ... it w a s  the 
m o st se rio u s an d  silly  no tion ...

T h en  it occu rred : “ th is is th e  ex p e rien ce  o f  death ... th is  ex p e rien ce  
is w h a t all m u st e x p e rien ce  w h en  th e ir  ph y sica l life  ends ... are  w e  abo u t 
to  d ie ? ” T h is  q u es tio n  had  been  co n s id e red  co u n tle ss  tim es... th e  a n ­

sw er w as “y e s  and  no  an d  th e re ­
fo re  y es ...”  “ yes ... d ea th  is in ev i­
tab le  and  ag a in s t the  e te rn ity  o f  
tim e  it w ill o c c u r in th e  n ex t m o ­
m en t... no  it d id  no t h ap p en  that 
n ig h t an d  p erh ap s  w ill n o t h a p ­
p en  fo r  a n o th e r  s ix ty  y ears ... o r 
s ix ty  se c o n d s ...” .

s i l e n c e  =  d e a t h  •  
d e a t h  i s  s i l e n c e ( d )

H iro sh im a : the  s tran g es t th in g  w as th e  silen ce ... Y o u ’d th in k  tha t 
p eo p le  w o u ld  be  p an ic -s tr ick en , a tn n in g  y e llin g ... T h ey  m o v ed  in  slow  
m o tio n , like f ig u res in a  s ilen t m ovie ... m an y  sim p ly  d ro p p ed  to  the  
g ro u n d  an d  d ied ... S e tsu k o  T h u rlo w

T h e  silen c e  su rro u n d in g  dea th  is p o w erfu l... m an y  ap p ro ach  dea th s 
w ith  su rp rise  and  act as i f  it is  an acc id en t w h ich  h ap p en s  on ly  to the 
un fo rtu n a te ...

ev e ry -th in g  is im p erm a n en t b u t life  h as co n tin u ity — tim e  is e la s­
tic— tim e can  dila te— w e can im m erse  ou rse lves in th is m o m en t o r  evo lve  
(b ey o n d ) o u r p h y sic a l rea litie s ... ev e ry -th in g  is tran s ien t— w e can n o t 
rea lly  p o ssess  an y -th in g ... W h y  do  w e all w as te  so m u ch  p rec io u s tim e 
ta lk in g /th in k in g  ab o u t triv ia litie s?  W hy d o n 't  w e  spend  o u r tim e  tra n s­
fo rm in g  th is  w o rld , lov ing  th o se  a ro u n d  us an d  p e rp e tu a lly  rea liz in g  the 
m a n y  p le a su re s  w e  h a v e  d isc o v e red ?

S o m e t i m e  ( p e r h a p s )  w e  w i l l  a l l  c o m m u n i c a t e  u n t i l  o u r  
w o r ( l ) d s  b e c o m e  t o o  s w e e t  f o r  u t t e r a n c e . . .  w e  w i l l  l i v e  
i n  m o m e n t s  t h a t  c a n n o t  d i e  w h i l e  e n v e l o p e d  i n  t h e i r  
o w n  e t e r n i t y . . .  a h e m . . .

A s w e  co m m u n ica te  o u r g rea te s t pa ins an d  fru s tra tio n s— h ea lin g  can  
b eg in — as w e  c o n tin u e  to  ru p tu re  th e  s ilen ce  ab o u t the  h o rrib le  o p p re s­
sion  an d  d es tru c tio n  h a p p en in g  on th is p lan e t w e  w ill fu rth e r  un iv ersa l 
(r)ev o lu tio n . A s w e  learn  to  co m m u n ica te  and  co llec tiv e ly  u n d erstan d  
it... w e w ill learn  to  o v e rco m e  th e  s ilen ces co n v en tio n a l c o m m u n ic a ­
tio n  c rea te s  and  c o m m u n ic a te  in n ew  fo rm s... as w e  (d is)so lv e  s ilen c es 
the  “ p e a k  ex p e r ie n c e s”  th a t m an y  o f  us are  c o n s is ten tly  fee lin g  w ill b e ­
co m e  m o re  an d  m o re  co m m o n ... th e  ecs tasy  o f  co m m u n ic a tio n  is am a z ­
ing an d  ech o in g ...

h a y m a r k e t  m a r t y r  a u g u s t  s p i e s  l a s t  w o r d s :  t h e r e  
w i l l  c o m e  a  t i m e  w h e n  o u r  s i l e n c e  w i l l  b e  m o r e  p o w ­
e r f u l  t h a n  t h e  v o i c e s  y o u  s t r a n g l e  t o d a y !  *

a  g  a  p  e — m / s z — 8 - 2 9  - 0 0





M E X I C O  I S  M O R E  T H A N  

J U S T  C H I A P A S  

b y  M i c h e l l e  L u e l l e n  a n d  H e a t h e r  P r u e s s

“ M e x i c o  i s  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  C h i a p a s , ”  a n n o u n c e d  M a t h e w
C a rlin  o f  the  San F ran c isco , C a lifo rn ia  b ased  h u m an  r ig h ts  o rg an iza ­
tion , G lo b a l E xchange. T h o u g h  th e  a c tiv is t sc en e  an d  ev en  th e  m a in ­
stream  U .S . m ed ia  h av e  g iv en  co v e rag e  to  th e  p lig h t o f  in d ig en o u s co m ­
m u n ities  in  the  so u th e aste rn  M ex ican  sta te  o f  C h iap a s, ve ry  little  in fo r­
m atio n  is b e in g  d issem in a ted  ab o u t th e  d irty  w a r  o ccu rrin g  in th e  so u th ­
e rn  M ex ican  sta te  o f  G u erre ro . G iv en  the  po ten tia l p o w er o f  th e  m ed ia  
as a s ite  o f  g lobal resis tan ce  and  d em o cracy , th e  s ilen ce  o f  th e  m ed ia  is 
d ead ly — silen c e  g rease s  the  w h ee ls  o f  c iv il co m p lic ity  an d  en su res  g o v ­
ern m en ta l, co rp o ra te , an d  c iv il im punity . W ith o u t c o m m u n ica tio n , re ­
p ress io n  is in stitu tio n a lly  sa n c tio n ed , and  th en  e n d u red  by  th e  c itizen s 
o f  G u erre ro — an d  the  rest o f  th e  w o rld — w h o  a re  fo rced  to  en d u re  daily , 
co n tin u o u s  ab u se  a t the  h an d s o f  m u n ic ip a l, sta te , an d  federa l au th o ri­
ties  an d  “ se c u rity ” fo rces. W e w rite  th is  a r tic le  o u t  o f  a  se n se  o f  re sp o n ­
sib ility  as c itizen s  o f  th e  U n ited  S tates o f  A m erica . A s o n e  o f  th e  largest 
co n su m p tiv e  b o d ies  in th e  w o rld  an d  th u s , o n e  o f  th e  s tro n g es t and  m o st 
in flu en tia l fo rce s in th e  h is to rica lly  co n stan t an d  cu ltu ra lly  em b ed d ed  
p ro cess  o f  g en o c id e , th e  U n ite d  S ta tes  m a in ta in s  o n e  o f  th e  b lo o d iest 
c o n n e c tio n s  to G u erre rro  an d  th e  re s t o f  th e  w orld .

H u m an  r ig h ts  w o rk  in G u erre ro  is d an g e ro u s , d u e  to  th e  th rea t and  
rea lity  o f  m ilita ry  rep re ssio n  and  v io len ce . T h e  c lim a te  o f  fea r  m a in ­
ta in ed  in  G u erre rro  n ecess ita te s  in te rn a tio n a l h u m an  r ig h ts  so lid arity  
an d  w ork . F o r  th ese  reaso n s , the  M e x ico  S o lid a rity  N e tw o rk  o rg an ized  
a  h u m an  r ig h ts  d e leg a tio n  to  G u erre ro . T h is  p a s t M a rch , w e , a lo n g  w ith

th irtee n  o th ers , a rriv e d  in T lap a , G u erre ro  to  m ee t w ith  in d ig en o u s o rg a ­
n iza tio n s  an d  h um an  r ig h ts  w orkers . D e leg a tio n  m em b ers  c o m p rised  a 
sp e c tru m  o f  ag es an d  b ack g ro u n d s, th o u g h  the  m a jo rity  o f  us w ere  e ith er 
u n iv e rs ity  e m p lo y e e s  o r  s tu d e n ts . W h ile  w e  w e re  in G u e rre ro , A b e l 
B a r r e r a ,  D ir e c to r  o f  th e  H u m a n  R ig h ts  C e n te r  o f  th e  M o u n ta in  
(T lach in o llan ) , h o sted  us. H e  and o th ers  w o rk in g  fo r the  h u m an  rig h ts  
c en te r  se t up  o u r  en tire  v is it, o rg an iz in g  e n cu en tro s  w ith  a c tiv is ts  in T lapa  
a n d  w ith  in d ig e n o u s  c iv ic  o r g a n iz a t io n s  in th e  m u n ic ip a l i t ie s  o f  
T em alaca tz in g o  and  M etla tonoc . W e m et w ith  p eo p le  from  d iv e rse  se c ­
to rs  o f  local so c ie ty : p ro g ressiv e  clergy , te a c h e r ’s  u n io n  rep re sen ta tiv es , 
rep re sen ta tiv es  fro m  th e  local in d ig en o u s rad io  s ta tio n , en v iro n m en ta l­
ists , e tc.

H ere  is a  s ta tis tica l p ic tu re  o f  th e  land  w e  en te red :

P opu la tion : 2 ,7 0 0 ,0 0 0  d istrib u ted  th ro u g h o u t 76  m u n ic ip a lities . 
T h e  m ajo rity  o f  the  p o p u la tio n  is p o o r  farm ers.

G u erre ro  is n o w  c o n s id e red  the  th ird  p o o res t s ta te  in M ex ico  
b eh in d  C h iap a s an d  O ax ac a  (so m e rep o rts , how ev er, p lace  
G u erre ro  firs t in te rm s o f  po v erty ).

T h irteen  p ercen t o f  G u erre ro ’s p o p u la tio n  is m ad e  up o f  the  in - | 
d igenous N ahuas, M ixtecos, T lapanecos and A m azugos, w ho 
live p rim a rily  in th e  m ounta in  reg ion  an d  “ L a C o sta  C h ica” 
w h ere  the  p o o rest m un ic ipalities o f  th e  sta te  are  located.

In re la tio n  to  the  re s t o f  M ex ico , G uerre ro :
•is reco g n ized  as h av in g  th e  h ig h est p e rcen tag e  o f  ea rth  floo rs 

(5 7 .5 % )



•has the  h ig h es t p o p u la tio n  o f  illite ra te  fa th ers  (5 3 .4 % ) and  
illite ra te  m o th e rs  (5 4 .7 % )

•reco rd s th e  h ig h es t p e rcen tag e  o f  se v ere  in fan t m a ln u tritio n  
(3 2 .4 % )

P o v erty  in G u erre ro  is in tense  an d  ca re fu lly  ca lcu la ted , fac ilita ted , 
leg itim ated  and  m a in ta in ed  by  th e  M e x ican  g o v e rn m en t, in te rn a tio n a l 
c o rp o ra tio n s  an d  financia l in s titu tio n s  an d  th e  P en tag o n  u n d e r the  g u ise  
o f  stru c tu ra l ad ju s tm e n t (read : p rofit! p rofit! p ro fit!). In “ A S u m m ary  o f  
the  M ilita r iza tio n  an d  V io la tion  o f  H um an  R igh ts in G u erre ro ,”  G lobal 
E x ch an g e  n o te s th a t in c rease d  p o v e rty  is c o u p led  w ith  increased  m ilita ri­
za tion . P o v erty  and  m ilita riza tio n  are  en d em ic  th ro u g h o u t th e  en tire  sta te , 
but a re  ev en  w o rse  in in d ig en o u s co m m u n itie s . In n o n -in d ig e n o u s  c o m ­
m u n ities  the  level o f  m a ln u tritio n  in ch ild ren  u n d e r the  ag e  o f  five  is 38 .5  
percen t, in co m m u n itie s  w ith  in d ig en o u s p re sen c e  th is  ra te  rises  to  43 .2  
p ercen t and  in in d ig en o u s co m m u n itie s  th e  rate  o f  m a ln u tritio n  fo r ch il­
d ren  u n d er the  ag e  o f  5 r ise s  to  the  in cred ib le  level o f  58 .3  p ercen t. T hey  
n o ted  th a t 73 .6  p e rcen t o f  all c h ild re n  o f  in d ig e n o u s  c o m m u n itie s  in 
G u erre ro  a re  su ffe rin g  from  m aln u tritio n .

T h e  pas t 15 y ea rs  hav e  y ie ld ed  an  in creas in g ly  tigh t m o n eta ry  an d  
p e rso n n e l re la tio n sh ip  b e tw een  U S an d  M e x ican  secu rity  fo rces. N e e d ­
less to  say, in th e  m id st o f  th ese  tran sac tio n s , h u m an  rig h ts  and  social 
w e lfa re  h av e  fa llen  b y  th e  w ay sid e . In  1999, th e  U S  d ish e d  o u t a t least 
$21 m illio n  to  M e x ican  se cu rity  fo rces. T h is  fu n d in g  h as en ab led  the  
m o d ern iza tio n  o f  the  M ex ican  arm y, w h ich  h as used  the  re so u rces  to  c re ­
ate and  train  new  m ilita ry  un its  and  p ro cu re  new  v eh ic le s  an d  eq u ip m en t. 
A su b stan tia l p o rtio n  o f  U S  a id  to th e  M e x ican  a rm y  is rea lized  in the

fo rm  o f  tra in in g . M e x ican  a rm y  o ffice rs  co m p rise  th e  se co n d  la rg est n a ­
tio n a l p o p u la tio n  o f  s tu d e n ts  a t th e  S choo l o f  th e  A m ericas  in Ft. B en n in g , 
G eo rg ia . T h e ir  a tte n d a n c e — alo n g  w ith  th e  b u lk  o f  a id  rece iv ed  by  M e x i­
can  secu rity  fo rces from  the  U S — is d ecep tiv e ly  p rem ised  on c o u n te r  n ar­
co tic s  d es ig n s, b u t in in d ig en o u s  co m m u n itie s  in crease d  m ilita riza tio n  
h as re su lted  in m a in ta in in g — in a  c lim a te  o f  fea r— th e  h e g e m o n y  o f  local 
p o w e r  h o ld e rs  v ia  to rtu re , sex u a l assau lt, d e ta in m e n t an d  death .

T h e  partnersh ip  betw een  the  U S an d  M ex ican  g o vernm en ts, the  p ro d i­
gal p ro tec to ra te s  o f  free  trad e , h as left in d ig en o u s co m m u n itie s  ignored  
at bes t and, at w orst, ta rgeted  and  iso lated  lo w -in tensity  w ar zones. T rapped  
in th e  c lu tch es  o f  d ep riv a tio n , G u erra n ese  co m m u n itie s  a re  e ssen tia lly  
le ft a t th e  m e rc y  o f  local p a rty  m ach in es , n am e ly  th e  PR I (P a rty  o f  In s ti­
tu tional R evo lu tion ), w h ich  un til the  national p re s id en tia l e lec tions in July, 
m a in ta in ed  a  ten u o u s  an d  largely  co rru p t p o litica l ho ld  th ro u g h o u t the  
country . T h e  M ig u e l A g u s tin  P ro  Ju a rez  H u m an  R ig h ts  c e n te r  n o te s th a t 
in  G u erre ro , s in c e  1989, e lec to ra l g a in s  b y  th e  m a jo r  o p p o sitio n  party , th e  
P R D  (P a rty  o f  D em o cra tic  R e v o lu tio n ), h av e  re su lted  in  an  esca la tio n  o f  
v io len ce  d irec ted  a t c iv ilian s  an d  o p p o sitio n  p a rty  m em b ers . T h e  recen t 
O c to b e r  3 ,1 9 9 9  P R I loss in A cap u lco  m ig h t b e  co n s tru ed  a s  a  d ec la ra tio n  
o f  w a r  on  th e  p a rt o f  sta te  p o lice , m ilita ry  an d  p o litica l b o d ie s— lead ers  in 
the  c am p a ig n s  o f  te rro r  w ag ed  in G u crre ran  co m m u n itie s . T h e  p re tex t fo r 
th e  n ea r-to ta l m ilita riza tio n  o f  G u erre n ese  co m m u n itie s  is ag a in , th e  need  
to  co m b a t an d  e lim in a te  a rm ed  g ro u p s  and  n arco -tra ffick e rs . A cco rd in g  
to D ig n a  O ch o a , law y er fo r  th e  M igue l A g u s tin  P ro  H u m an  R ig h ts  C e n ­
ter, “ G u erre ro  h as been  o n e  o f  th e  sta te s  w h ere  h u m an  rig h ts  v io la tio n s 
h av e  b e e n  en d em ic ... T h e  s itu a tio n  in G u erre ro  h as g o n e  from  b ad  to 
w o rse .”  O ch o a  w as  d e ta in e d  an d  to rtu red  in  h e r  h o m e  in O ctober, 1999, 
fo r  ad v o cac y  on th e  part o f  p e a sa n ts  an d  p o litica l p r iso n e rs , R o d o lfo  
M on tie l F lo res and  T codoro  C ab re ra  G arc ia .

Im p u n ity  has m a in ta in ed  the  in ten sifica tio n  o f  v io len ce  and  m ilita ri­
za tio n . O ch o a  n o te s  th a t th e  M e x ican  A rm y  h a s  a ssu m ed  th e  fu n c tio n s  o f  
p o lice  a n d  p u b lic  se cu rity  fo rces— in  v io la tio n  o f  th e  M e x ican  C o n s titu ­
tio n , w h ic h  s ta te s  th a t th e  A rm y  is re sp o n s ib le  fo r n a tio n a l security , no t 
co m m u n ity  “ secu rity .”  A lo n g  w ith  th e  m ilita ry  an d  S ta te  P o lice  in v o lv e ­
m en t, local c a c iq u e s ’ h ead  a rm ed  g ro u p s, p a tro llin g  an d  a ttack in g  c o m ­
m u n ities , “ th a t a re  n o t a c tin g  in a cco rd an ce  to  th e ir  eco n o m ic  in te re s ts .” 
A g ain , th ese  g ro u p s  o p e ra te  w ith  im punity .

T E S T I M O N I E S  F R O M  G U E R R E R O

O n e n eed  n o t look  fa r fo r sp e c ific  cases. O n  A p ril 20 , 1999, tw o  
cam p es in o s , A n to n io  M e n d o za  O liv ero , 12, an d  E varis’io  A lb in o  T ellez, 
27 , le ft th e  co m m u n ity  o f  B arrio  N u ev o  San Jo se  to p ick  m aize . T hey  
n e v e r re tu rn ed . W h en  E v a r is to ’s sis ter-in -law , F ra n c isca  S an tos P ab lo , 
and  O liv e ro ’s g ran d m o th e r, V ic to rian a  V azques S an ch ez , w en t to th e  p lo t 
o f  land  to  look  fo r th em , th ey  n o ticed  a  po o l o f  b lo o d . M ilita ry  o fficers 
th en  su rro u n d e d  th em . T h re a te n e d  w ith  f ire a rm s  a n d  b o u n d , th e  tw o  
w o m en  w ere  g an g  raped . T h e  co m m u n itie s  w e  v is ite d  on  th e  d e leg a tio n , 
T em alaca tz in g o  an d  M e tla to n o c , c o m p rised  o f  N ah au tl an d  M ix tec o  re s i­
den ts , resp ec tiv e ly , to ld  s im ila r  sto ries .

O u r firs t d riv e  from  T la p a  in to  the  h ills  to o k  us to  T em alaca tz in g o , 
w h ere  w e  m et w ith  schoo l and  co m m u n ity  rep re sen ta tiv es  and  c o m m u ­
n ity  m em b ers. T h e  reg io n  w as co m p le te ly  d e fo re sted . T h e  p red o m in an tly  
N ah u a tl re s id en ts  to ld  us ab o u t th e  p ro b lem s faced  in  th e  com m unity , 
p ro b lem s d u es to  lack  o f  re so u rces  an d  p o litica l fac tio n a liza tio n . T hey  
ask ed  th a t w e  w itn ess  and  b rin g  th e ir  te s tim o n ies  b a c k  to  the  S ta tes. A  
m an  sp o k e  o f  th e  m ilita ry  p re se n c e  in h is com m unity . H e sa id , “ T h e  g o v ­
e rn m en t w an ts  u s dead . O u r lan g u ag e  [N ahuatl] is a  sham e. W e a re  o f  no  
u se .”  F o llo w in g  h im , in a m ee tin g  that las ted  fo r fo u r h o u rs, p eo p le  spo k e  
in a  s im ila r  v e in  ab o u t th e  d e fo re s ta tio n  o f  th e  m o u n ta in s, dea th  o f  the  
r iv e rs  and  p au c ity  o f  co m m u n ity  re so u rces . T h e  S u p e rin te n d en t o f  S chool 
# 1 0 , lo ca ted  in T em alaca tz in g o , d e ta iled  an  u rg en t n eed  fo r teach ers , bu t 
g iv en  the  p a ltry  pay, re c ru itm e n t is n e a r ly  im p o ssib le . T h e  sch o o l b u ild ­
ing , he  sa id , w as in ad eq u a te , lack in g  space  an d  eq u ip m en t. T h e re  a re  487



stu d e n ts  a t th e  sch o o l, w h ich  h o u se s  on ly  187 d esks. W ith  on ly  tw o  
c la ssro o m s, c la sses  m u s t tak e  p lace  in th e  sun. It lack s d ra in ag e . T h e  
a u th o ritie s  pay  no heed — until e lec tio n  day. T h e  p eo p le  can  n o t g row  
fo o d — n o t in th e  du st th a t laces the  en tire  m o u n ta in . T h e  p eo p le  su b sid e  
on to rtilla s , so m e tim es sa lsa  an d  ra re ly  m ea t o r  m ilk . T h e  c lo ses t so u rce  
o f  w a te r  is fiv e  m ile s  aw ay  and  d ro u g h t has been  a  co n s tan t fo r th e  pas t 
fo u r years . P eo p le  d ie  o f  cu rab le  d ise ases  b e cau se  m ed ic in e  is n o t a v a il­
ab le . W ith o u t a m ean s o f  su rv iv a l— no  w ater, no  c ro p s (m u ch  less n a r­
co tics)— m en  h av e  le ft co m m u n itie s  in s ta rtlin g  n u m b ers, fo llo w in g  a 
w e ll-w o rn  pa th  to  o th e r  M ex ican  sta te s  an d  then  o n  to  th e  U S. In the 
w ak e  o f  th e ir  d ep a rtu re , w o m en , “w h ite  w id o w s” , an d  th e ir  ch ild ren  are  
left b eh in d  in an e n v iro n m en t o f  m ach ism o  an d  m ilita ry  rep re ssio n . In ­
c id en ts  o f  rap e , to rtu re  an d  d isa p p ea ra n ce  a t th e  han d s o f  m ilita ry  p e r­
sonne l, am o n g  o th ers , inh ib it m o v em en t an d  o rg an iza tio n , th o u g h  not 
co m plete ly .

C o m m u n ity  life , as o n e  m an  d esc rib ed  it, is liv ed  in a  peace  m ark ed  
b y  silen c e  an d  fear. T h e  m ilita ry , u n d e r the  g u ise  o f  th e  d ru g  w a r  and  
an ti-g u e rrilla  su rv e illan ce , h a ra ss  p eo p le  ab o u t th e ir  co n n ec tio n  w ith  the 
d ru g  trade . T h e  p eo p le  sa id  th a t ev en  th o u g h  th ey  w ere  p re ten d in g  th a t 
th ey  k n ew  n o th in g  ab o u t it, the  m ilita ry  help s run  the  d ru g  trad e  and  
p ro fits  im m ensely .

T h e  in ten sity  o f  m ilita ry  o ccu p a tio n  is re la teab le  to  p o litica l a f fin ­
ity. D esp ite  th a t fac t th a t the  PRI rece iv es  a m ajo rity  o f  its  v o te s  in  the  
co u n try s id e , th e  largest c o n c e n tra tio n  o f  su p p o rt fo r th e  o p p p o sitio n  
p a rtie s  are  in  the  in d ig en o u s co m m u n itie s , thus these  co m m u n itie s  e x ­
p e rien ce  h e ig h ten ed  rep ression . H eig h ten ed  rep re ssio n , co u p led  w ith  the 
fact th a t th e  p o litica l p ro cess  y e ild s  little  to  n o th in g , acco rd in g  to  G lobal 
E x ch an g e , h as sp a w n ed  the  g ro w th  o f  a rm ed  g u e rrilla  g ro u p s in th e  last 
few  y ears , “ in reac tio n  to  the  lack  o f  co m m itm en t on  the  b e h a lf  o f  the  
sta te  an d  federa l g o v ern m en ts  to su s ta in ab le  d ev e lo p m en t in the  reg io n .” 
T h e  m a jo r  g ro u p s in G u erre ro  b e in g  the  P o p u la r  R ev o lu tio n a ry  A rm y  
(E P R ) an d  E R P I. M a n y  tim es th e  m ilita ry  accu ses  P R D  su p p o rte rs  and 
h um an  r ig h ts  w o rk e rs  o f  h av in g  ties  to  th e  g u e rrilla  g ro u p s, ev en  i f  they  
h av e  no  co n n ec tio n  a t all. M en  ta lk ed  ab o u t b e in g  k id n ap ed  an d  to r­
tu red . W om en  spo k e  o f  rap es an d  b ea tin g s  an d  “ d isa p p e a re d ”  husb an d s. 
O n e  m an  sa id  th a t th e  o rg an iza tio n s th a t p eo p le  are  in v o lv ed  in a re  legal 
u n d e r the  c o n s titu tio n , bu t m an y  hav e  been  d e ta in ed  b ecau se  o f  o rg an iz ­
ing  effo rts. I f  th ey  ta lk  to the  a n n e d  g ro u p s, th ey  a re  n o t n ecessa rily  in 
cah o o ts  w ith  th em , b u t th e  g o v e rn m en t uses th is  as an  ex cu se  to  p e rse ­
cu te  th em .

E le c tio n s in T em alaca tz in g o  an d  o th e r  co m m u n itie s  b rin g  n o t the 
c h an ce  to e x e rc ise  o n e ’s d em o cra tic  rig h t (as  in e ffec tiv e  as th a t m ay  
se em  to  m an y  o f  us d isa ffec ted  S ta te -sid ers), b u t th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  re ­
ce iv in g  bas ic  g o o d s  an d  fo o d stu ffs . D ay s  b efo re  th e  e lec tio n , p o litic ian s  
fro m  the  PRI trav e l th e  co u n try s id e  b u y in g  vo tes w ith  d esp en sas . T h ese  
are  b a sk e ts  o r  b ag s  fu ll o f  food , d e te rg en t, san d a ls  an d  o th e r  n ecessitie s  
w h ich  th e  PRI d o m in a ted  g o v e rn m en t d isp e rses  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o m m u ­
n ity  in o rd e r  to  in su re  PRI e lec to ra l v icto ry . O n e  o f  th e  m en  w e  ta lk ed  to 
to ld  u s  th a t o ften  tim es th e  PR I p ay s  c o m m u n ity  m em b ers  th e  e q u iv a ­
len t o f  o n e  w e e k ’s sa la ry  to  v o te  fo r  th e  P R I. F u rth e r, co m m u n ity  m e m ­
b ers  re la te d  th a t e lec tio n  d ay  is o p en ly  frau d u len t. T h e  PR I p o sts  a m e m ­
b e r  a t v o tin g  b o o th s  to  ch eck  v o te rs  an d  th e ir  b a llo ts . A  rep o rt on  e le c ­
tion  m o n ito rin g  p u b lish ed  by  G lo b a l E x ch an g e  and  T he H um an  R igh ts 
C e n te r  o f  th e  M o u n ta in , d e ta iled  low  v o te r  tu rn  o u t, PR I m em b ers  o b ­
se rv in g  an d  in te rfe rin g  w ith  b a llo tin g , p eo p le  try in g  to v o te  w ith  c re ­
d en tia ls  n o t b e lo n g in g  to  th e m , p eo p le  b e in g  to ld  h o w  to  v o te , v o tin g  
b o o th s  b e in g  m o v ed , e tc. D esp era tio n  and  iso la tio n  a llo w  the  PR I the 
ab ility  to  m an ip u la te  and  d ep en d  on  these  co m m u n itie s  fo r th e  m ajo rity  
o f  its  votes.

E lec tio n  tim e  is g en e ra lly  the  on ly  tim e  th a t in d ig en o u s  p eo p le  e n ­
co u n te r  o u ts id e rs  in th e ir  co m m u n itie s . W e e n c o u n te red  th is rea lity  on 
o u r se co n d  fo ray  in to  th e  m o u n ta in s , h ig h  in to  th e  m o u n ta in s, w h ere  
in d ig en o u s  co m m u n itie s  hav e  b een  p u sh e d  fo r cen tu ries . W e a rriv ed  in 
M e tla to n o c  v ia  a  w in d y  pa th  m an y  w o u ld  be  h a rd p re sse d  to  ca ll a  ro ad  
to m ee t w ith  an  in -th e -p ro cess-o f-o rg an iz in g  M iz te co  w o m e n s’ w e a v ­
ing  co llec tiv e . S om e o f  the w o m en  had  b rav ed  a 12-hour w a lk  ac ross 
th e  h ills  to  m ee t w ith  us, n o  m ean  fea t co n s id e rin g  th e  d a n g e r  p o se d  b y

the  m ilita ry  and  p a ram ilita rie s  p a tro llin g  th e  reg io n s. M e tla to n o c  is c o n ­
s id e red  on e  o f  th e  p o o res t reg io n s  o f  G uerre ro . T h e  o n ly  s ig n if ic a n t new  
h o u sin g  th a t h as b e e n  b u ilt in m an y  y e a rs  w as a  m ilita ry  b a rra ck s  and  
base. A s w e  w ere  r id in g  in to  th e  area , w e  w ere  in  aw e  o f  th e  large , new - 
lo o k in g  b u ild in g s  an d  in stan tly  k n ew  th a t th e y  w e re  n o t b u ilt to  b en efit 
th e  co m m u n ity , w h ich  is reg a rd ed  as h av in g  the  seco n d  h ig h es t ra te  o f  
m arg in a liz a tio n . A g a in , o u ts id e rs  en te r  M e tla to n o c  to  g e t so m e th in g  ou t 
o f  th e  p eo p le , like in fo rm a tio n  o r  vo tes. T h e  b en e fits  fo r th e  p eo p le  are 
sh o rt-liv ed . W h y  w o u ld  th e ir  ex p ec ta tio n s  d iffe r  as fa r as o u r  v is it w as 
co n ce rn ed ?  C o n seq u en tly , it se em ed  th a t they  d id  n o t fu lly  u n d e rs tan d  
w h y  w e  w ere  there . O u r p u rp o se  w as to  sh o w  o u r so lid a rity  w ith  th e ir  
co m m u n ity  an d  h ea r  th e ir  s to ries  so  that w e cou ld  b rin g  th em  b ack  to 
th e  U n ite d  S tates.

W e d id  no t ex pect the  trea tm en t w e  rece iv ed  w hen  w e arrived . T he 
en tire  co m m unity  a rranged  th em se lves a round  us an d  sta rted  p e tition ing  
us. People in titia lly  cam e to  us one at a tim e, and th en  th ey  all strarted  
ta lk ing  at once. A s the m eeting  com m enced , co m m u n ity  m em bers took  
tu rns in troduc ing  them se lv es and  speak ing , describ in g  how  their co m m u ­
nities have  b een  to m  apart eco n o m ica lly  and en v ironm en ta lly ; w e  heard  
that land  is be in g  taken  aw ay, an im als sto len  and  k illed , hum an beings 
killed , d isappeared , and to rtu red  on a  daily  basis. T he w o m en  subside  on 
m oney  received  from  w eav in g  trad itional garm en ts, b u t w ith o u t access to 
m ajo r econom ic  cen ters, they  are  forced  to deal w ith  d ish o n est m idd le­
m en  w h o  se t low  prices fo r the  w o m en ’s crafts th a t the  w om en  canno t 
affo rd  to  refuse. B ut they  do  resist. D uring  the m eeting , an  arm y  veh ic le  
ap p roached  the  o u td o o r m ee tin g  area  w e w ere  in; a rm ed  w ith  A K -4 7 s, the 
v eh ic le  c irc led  us. T w o m ilita ry  personnel left the  v eh ic le  and  w alked  
slow ly  a round  us, guns in hand. T h e  w om en paid  th em  no  heed by c o n ­
tinu ing  to decry  the  loss o f  th e ir  w ay  o f  life , un in tim ida ted . T hey  resis t by 
o rgan iz ing  th em se lves, o rgan iz in g  the m eeting , w elco m in g  us, and  bear­
ing w itness.

A n d  th en  w e  left. W e all bo ard ed  p lan es and  re tu rn ed , h eav y  w ith  
k n o w led g e  an d  e x p e rien ce  an d  u n certa in  o f  w h a t to  do  w ith  it, to  o u r 
lives o f  re la tiv e  p riv ileg e . T h e  in fo rm atio n  th a t w e  read  ab o u t G u erre ro  
b efo re  w e  left in no w ay  p rep ared  us for w hat w e w itnessed . In the  “ fourth  
w o rld ”  o f  in d ig en o u s co m m u n itie s , g en o c id e  is n o t o n ly  an a sp ec t o f  a 
to rtu red  h isto ry , b u t a cu rre n t even t. In G u erre ro , in th e  im p o v erish ed  
an d  m a rg in a liz e d , m o u n ta in to p  c o m m u n itie s  o f  T e m a lc a tz in g o  and  
M etla tanoc, o p p ress io n  is d riv in g  p eop le  to o rg an ize  and  m ak e  d em ands. 
T h ro u g h  th e  co llab o ra tio n  w ith , an d  fo rm atio n  of, h u m an  r ig h ts  g ro u p s 
an d  e n cam p m en ts  o n  m u n ic ip a ls  c en te r  s id e w a lk s  an d  c ity  h a ll steps, 
th e  p eo p le  o f  G u erre ro  are  d em an d in g  bas ic  n ecess itie s  lik e  d rin k ab le  
w ater, acce ss ib le  w a te r  w ells , fertilizer, the  re lease  o f  lov ed  on es from  
IN S  d e ten tio n  cen te rs , th e  b o d ies  o f  th e  d isa p p ea re d , m ea ts  an d  b e a n s  to 
su p p le m e n t to rtillas . A lo t o f  us, liv ing  in a co n tex t o f  p riv ileg e , fo u n d  it 
d ifficu lt to reco n c ile  o u r lifesty les in the U S. E ven first g en era tio n  L atino / 
a  d e leg a tio n  m em b ers  m et w ith  d ifficu lty  and  g u ilt th e  a w aren ess  o f  the  
u tte r  d e g rad a tio n  liv ed  b y  th e  p eo p le  w e  m et. B u t, in tu rn , w e  w ere  all 
aw e d  an d  in sp ired  b y  th e ir  c o rre sp o n d in g  w ill, d e te rm in a tio n , an d  p er­
se v e ra n ce  and  stru g g le . W e cam e  aw ay  w ith  an in crease d  u n d e rs tan d in g  
o f  th e  co n tin u in g  p ro cess  o f  g en o c id e , o ccu rrin g  in th e  m o u n ta in s  o f  
G u erre ro , M e x ico , th e  U S  an d  th e  rest o f  th e  w o rld . G en o c id e  ra th e r  
in n o cu o u s ly  d esc rib e s  the  w orld  o f  hurt th a t is th e  liv ed  e x p e rien ce  o f  
y es te rd ay  an d  to d ay  an d  a lso  th e  fu tu re  i f  it is n o t b ro u g h t to  the  co n ­
sc io u sn ess o f  w h ite  p eo p le , w h o  by  the ig n o ran ce  in sc rib ed  in d o m in an t 
b e lie f  sy s tem s, re p ro d u c e  it da ily  in  th e ir  co n su m p tiv e  p a tte rn s. T h e  d e l­
eg a tio n  tau g h t u s  to  rep ro d u c e  the  s tru g g le  w e  en c o u n te re d  in so lid arity  
w ith  oppressed  p eop le  everyw here . T he w ords o f  A m erican  Indian  M o v e­
m e n t ac tiv is t and  p ro fe sso r  W ard C hurch ill a re  ap p ro p ria te : “ M o v em en ts  
d o n ’t w o rk  w ith o u t a  sen se  o f  h is to ry ...  th e  h is to ry  o f  g en o c id e  is no t 
o n e  to b e q u e a th .. .  It m u st be  n am ed , d efin ed , co n q u e re d  an d  e n d e d ... 
W e all u n d erstan d  th is .” *

F o r  m o r e  in f o r m a t io n  c o n ta c t :  G lo b a l  E x c h a n g e  a t  
w w w .g lo b a lex c h an g e .o rg  o r  (415) 558-9486 .



A  B R IE F  H IS T O R Y  O F  S K A T E  

PA R K S J E R E D  B O G L I

By m o st acco u n ts , sk a teb o a rd in g  is so m e w h ere  in its 40s. T here  
are  co u n tle ss  s to ries ab o u t sk a teb o ard in g . A n y  sk a te r  can  go  on fo r hours 
abo u t back y ard  ram ps and  em pty  poo ls, ge tting  ch ased  by  cops, rednecks, 
jo c k s , sto re  o w n ers  and  ev e ry  o th e r  m e m b e r o f  soc iety . A t least, th a t’s 
th e  sto ry  I w o u ld  tell. I b e g an  sk a tin g  in th e  la te  1980s and  th e  situ a tio n  
w as n o t g ood . S k a teb o a rd in g  w as e n tire ly  u n d erg ro u n d ; sk a te rs  w ere  
am o n g  th e  low est on th e  fo o d  cha in  (rig h t th e re  w ith  ban d  g eek s). I 
s ta rted  sk a tin g  a t o n e  o f  the  low  p o in ts  in th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  th e  sport. 
I f  I had  been  b o m  10 y ea rs  earlie r, I w o u ld  hav e  had  n u m ero u s p a rk s to 
sk a te  an d  m an y  m o re  p eo p le  to  ska te  w ith . W h a t h ap p en ed  to  the  park s 
in the  19 8 0 s?  T h a t is a  q u es tio n  I s ta rted  ask in g  m y se lf  ab o u t a  y e a r  ago. 
I live in th e  sta te  T h ra sh e r m ag az in e  ca lls  th e  “ k in g  o f  sk a te  p a rk s ,” 
O reg o n . I b e g an  a sk in g  th is  q u es tio n  b ecau se  O reg o n  is se e in g  an in­
c red ib le  n u m b e r  o f  sk a te  p a rk s b e in g  bu ilt. F ree p u b lic  sk a te  p a rk s ... 
th is  w as  u n h ea rd  o f  10 y ea rs  ago! M y  g o a l is to  ex p la in  w h ere  ska te  
p a rk s cam e  from , w hy  th ey  d isa p p ea re d , p ro v id e  in sigh t in to  the  p ro ­
cess o f  b u ild in g  a  ska te  park  and  see  w h a t th e  “ m ag ic  e ig h t b a ll” says 
ab o u t th e  fu tu re  o f  sk a teb o a rd  p a rk s in th e  U n ited  S tates.

T h e  B oom

T h e firs t ska te  park  o p en ed  in 1976 in D ay to n a  F lo rid a— S k ate ­
board  City. A w eek  later, C arlsbad  S kate  P ark  o p ened  in C a lifo rn ia . T hese  
w ere  the  firs t tw o  real ska te  parks th e  w o rld  h ad  seen . B e fo re  these  parks, 
p e o p le  h a d  b e e n  r id in g  p a rk s  th a t o c c u r  so m e w h a t n a tu ra lly , a s  a 
b y p ro d u c t o f  o u r p ro g ress as a  society . S o m e ex am p les  o f  these  natura l 
p a rk s are  th e  leg en d a ry  asp h a lt b an k s  o f  th e  K e n te r  C an y o n  S choo l (as 
seen  in  m an y  G len  E. F rie d m a n  p h o to s)  an d  the  Paul R ev ere  S choo l as 
w ell as co u n tle ss  o th e r  C a lifo rn ia  sc h o o ly a rd s  th a t se rv ed  as u n o ffic ia l 
ska te  p a rk s. T h e re  w e re  a lso  th e  b a n k e d  c o n c re te  w a lls  o f  d ra in ag e  
d itches.

O ffic ia l p a rk s b e g an  ap p ea rin g  w h e n  c ity  g o v e rn m en ts  s ta rted  h a ­
rass in g  sk a teb o a rd e rs  and  ska te  park s b ecam e  th e  on ly  sa n c tio n ed  p laces 
to  ska te . In C a lifo rn ia , th e re  w ere  m an y  sk a te  p arks. F lo rida  h ad  K o n a  
(w h ich  su rv iv ed  th e  80s an d  is still a ro u n d  to d ay !). In N ew  Je rsey , the re  
w as C h erry  H ill S ka te  park . S kate  p a rk s w ere  ev ery w h ere .

L ynn C ooper, a  sk a te r  an d  h is to rian  w h o  g rew  up d u rin g  th e  firs t 
ska te  park  ex p lo s io n  o f  th e  70s sa id  W h ittie r/S k a te  C ity  “ had  the  bes t 
c lo v e rp o o l I e v e r  sk a te d .”  C o lto n  S ka te  R an ch  h ad  its  g rea t sn a k e  runs. 
B e st k n o w n  an d  o n e  o f  th e  las t o f  70s p a rk s to  fa ll to th e  b u lld o z e r  w as 
D el M ar. M o st o f  th e  o ld e r  sk a te  fo o tag e  o f  T ony  H aw k  is o f  H aw k  
ru lin g  D el M ar. Lynn h as fo o tag e  in the  sk a te  h is to ry  v id eo  he ju s t  re ­
leased  titled  “ W h ee lin g  In T h e  Y ears” o f  M ik e  M cG ill d o in g  th e  firs t 
540  M cT w ist in th e  U S!!! Y ou a lso  h ad  p a rk s like C o n c re te  W ave in 
A n a h e im , S k a to p ia  in  B u e n a  P ark  a n d , m o s t m e m o ra b le  to  L ynn , 
S ad lan d s , the  p u b lic  p a rk  in A n ah e im  n am ed  by  th e  e v e r  c rea tiv e  N eil 
B lender. I f  y o u ’v e  e v e r  seen  an y  o ld  ska te  v id eo s , y o u ’v e  seen  S ad lands. 
S ad lan d s co n s is ted  o f  w eird  py lo n  th in g s s tick in g  up o u t o f  th e  g ro u n d  
w ith  fa irly  tig h t tran s itio n s , Lynn d esc rib ed  S ad lan d s as a  m o o n scap e .

T he B ust

T h e  ska te  park  b o o m  las ted  fro m  1976-1981 . O n ly  fiv e  years  from  
c o n s tru c tio n  to  d em o litio n  fo r m o st ska te  p arks. W h at fo rced  the  park s 
o u t o f  b u sin e ss?  L ynn  m ad e  so m e  in te restin g  o b se rv a tio n s  on  th e  d e ­
m ise  o f  th e  parks. H e n o ted  th a t in the 197 0 s, th e  sk a teb o a rd  in d u stry  
w as  v e ry  sm a ll an d  th e re  “w a s n ’t  a h u g e  in d u stry  b a c k e d  b y  m illio n s  o f  
d o lla rs .”  L ynn  m ad e  a  g rea t p o in t abou t “ a cy lin d ric a l d o w n tu rn  in a t­
ten d an ce  a t th e  sk a te  p a rk s .” L ynn say s, “ A s m o re  p a rk s w ere  bu ilt, 
p eo p le  w en t to  the  b ig g e r and  b e tte r  parks. E v en tu a lly  the  p a rk s c o u ld n ’t 
su s ta in  th em se lv e s  as m u c h .”  I found  that to  be  v e ry  in te restin g ; the  
m ark e t go t sa tu ra ted  an d  s ta rted  to feed  on itse lf. H igh  in su ran ce  p rices 
and  law su its  are  o ften  c ited  as the  m ain  d es tro y e rs  o f  th e  p a rk s, b u t I 
th in k  the  tren d s  L ynn o b se rv ed  a re  p ro b ab ly  b ig g e r  fac to rs . T h e  sa tu ra ­
tio n  o f  th e  m a rk e t m a y  h av e  cau sed  th e  o w n ers , u n ab le  to  a ffo rd  the  
in su ran ce  d u e  to d ec reased  a tten d an ce , to  c lo se  th e ir  parks. T h e  industry  
w as u n ab le  to  ad v o ca te  and  p ro m o te  i ts e lf  o u ts id e  its o w n  co m m u n ity  
w h ich  m ay  hav e  a lso  co n trib u te d  to the  d o w n fa ll o f  th e  firs t g en era tio n  
o f  p arks.

A fte r  th e  park s c lo sed  in the  early  80s, sk a teb o a rd in g  w en t u n d e r­
g ro u n d  an d  an y  c ity  s tree t b ecam e  th e  te rra in  o f  ch o ice . T h e re  w ere  
end less p laces to skate— i f  it w as pav ed  it w as fa ir  gam e. B ackyard  ram ps



b eg an  a p p e a r in g  a ll o v e r  b u t m o stly  sk a tin g  w a s  ab o u t h an d ra ils , sta irs , 
led g es an d  gap s . E ven  w h ile  u n d e rg ro u n d , sk a teb o a rd in g  ex p e rien ced  
so m e  g ro w th  an d  recessio n . T h en  th ere  w as an  ev en t th a t c h an g ed  ev ­
e ry th in g — G reen  D ay  w as  on the  rad io  and  an y th in g  p u n k  w as in stan tly  
co o l, an y th in g  u n d e rg ro u n d  w as ab o v e  g ro u n d  and  sk a teb o a rd in g  w as 
b ack  on  th e  u psw ing .

R e su rg en ce

T o day  sk a te  p a rk s  a re  b e in g  b u ilt a t a n  u n p re c e d e n te d  rate . T he 
S ka te  P a rk  A sso c ia tio n  o f  th e  U S A  es tim a tes  th a t o v e r  3 0 0  sk a te  p a rk s 
a re  cu rre n tly  u n d e r c o n s tru c tio n  and  a t leas t th a t m an y  in th e  p lan n in g  
s tag es. S n o w b o a rd in g ’s p o p u la r ity  an d  th e  n o tio n  o f  e x tre m e  sp o rts  
(w h a tev e r th a t is) has  g iv en  sk a teb o ard in g  m o re  cred ib ility  as w ell. T hese  
fac to rs , co m b in ed  w ith  a sk a teb o a rd  in d u stry  th a t is ad v o ca tin g  fo r and  
p ro m o tin g  itse lf, h av e  se rv ed  to b rin g  the  sp o rt b ack  to p ro m in en ce . 
L o n g tim e  sk a teb o a rd  sh o em ak er, V ans has s ta rted  b u ild in g  ska te  park s 
in  m a lls  th ro u g h o u t C a lifo rn ia  an d  the  U S. T h e  V ans p a rk s a re  in te re s t­
in g  b e cau se  th ey  se rv e  as an  “ a n c h o r s to re ” , m e a n in g  the  ska te  p a rk  is 
o n e  o f  th e  m a in  reaso n s  p eo p le  go  to  th e  m all. P aren ts  can  tak e  th e ir  k ids 
to  th e  ska te  park , d ro p  th em  o f f  an d  go  sh o p  fo r  tw o  h o u rs (a  se ss io n  at 
any  o f  the  V ans P ark s is tw o  h o u rs long— v ery  co n v en ien t) . D u rin g  a 
recen t trip  to  S an  F ra n c isco , I sk a ted  the  V ans park  in M ilp itas  C a lifo r­
n ia  an d  w as am azed  by  the  w ay  p eo p le  v ie w e d  sk a teb o a rd in g . People 
sk a te  in a f ish b o w l, and  a ll a ro u n d  p eo p le  are  w a tc h in g  y o u  ska te . P ar­
en ts  an d  sm all ch ild ren , all w ith  th e ir  faces p re ssed  up  ag a in s t the  fence. 
Y ou see the  lo o k  o f  in te rest and  ex c item en t in k id s ’ faces— k id s w ho  
ju s t  lea rn ed  h o w  to  w a lk  en tran ced  b y  ska ting .

V ans has d o n e  so m e th in g  v e ry  in te restin g  in  all th e ir  park s. T hey  
have  in co rp o ra ted  e lem en ts  from  the  first w a v e  in to  th e ir  n ew  park s 
w h ich  g iv es  th e ir  p a rk s a se n se  o f  h is to ry  an d  heritag e . A t M ilp itas ,

th e re  is a  rec rea tio n  o f  a  bo w l fro m  W hittier. T h e  V ans p a rk  in O ran g e  has 
a rec rea tio n  o f  the  co m b i-p o o l from  U pland  P ipeline . Lynn v e rified  the  
rec rea tio n  is sim ilar, b u t no ted  a d iffe ren ce  —  “ A t U p lan d  y o u  cou ld  
ac tu a lly  ska te  th e  sh a llo w  e n tran ce  like a m in i-h a lfp ip e , i f  y o u  w an ted  
to .”

T he V ans p a rk s, w h ile  g rea t fo r the  sport, a re  q u ite  d iffe ren t than  
m o st o f  th e  park s b e in g  bu ilt r igh t now. M o st o f  th e  p a rk s b e in g  b u ilt are 
free , p u b lic  p arks. In O reg o n , w e cu rre n tly  hav e  71 (b y  th e  tim e  th is  is 
re lease d  the  n u m b e r  w ill be  m o re  like 80) p u b lic  sk a te  park s and  that 
n u m b er g ro w s m on th ly , p o ss ib ly  w eekly . S am  B eeb e  has b een  ru n n in g  
sk a teo reg o n .c o m , a  w eb  s ite  d ed ica ted  to  sk a te  p a rk s  in O reg o n , since 
M a rch  200 0  an d  h a s  se en  a  g re a t n u m b er o f  p a rk s  b u ilt in  th a t tim e . 
S k a teo reg o n .co m  is a  g rea t re so u rce  fo r f in d in g  ska te  p a rk s in O reg o n  
th a t a re  a lread y  b u ilt as w ell as fo r  f in d in g  o u t w h ich  co m m u n itie s  are  
p la n n in g  parks.

In  O reg o n , th e  sm a lle r  c o m m u n itie s  h av e  b ig g e r  an d  b e tte r  parks. 
S am  th o u g h t it h a d  to  do  w ith  m o re  d irec t co n tac t b e tw e e n  th e  k id s in  the  
com m unity . In a sm a lle r  com m u n ity , ev e ry o n e  c a n  be  in v o lv ed . Y ou hav e  
m o re  v o lu n tee rs , m o re  paren ta l in v o lv em en t, m o re  c o m m u n ity  in v o lv e ­
m en t an d  it is e a s ie r  to  d ea l w ith  zo n in g  and  p lan n in g  co m m ittees. In 
ad d itio n  to  th ese  sm a ll co m m u n itie s  h av in g  a g re a t deal o f  p rid e , th ey  
w a n t a park  th a t th e y  can  sh o w case ; th e y  w a n t so m e th in g  g rea t. G eth  
from  G rin d lin e /D ream lan d  ska te  parks ech o ed  S a m ’s se n tim en t. I ta lked  
w ith  G eth  b rie fly  a t th e  o p en in g  o f  the  N ew b erg  ska te  park . In ad d itio n  to 
th e  N ew b erg  park , G rin d lin e /D ream lan d  S ka te  P ark s has bu ilt the  L in ­
co ln  C ity  park , the  N ew p o rt park  and , m o st fam o u sly  k n o w n , B urnside . 
T h ey  are  cu rre n tly  co m p le tin g  an o th e r  g rea t park  in A u m sv ille  O regon  
(eas t o f  S alem ). 1 a sk ed  G eth  w h y  they  lo ca ted  th e ir  p a rk s in sm all rural 
to w n s. H e sa id  sm a lle r  to w n s a llo w ed  th em  th e  free d o m  to  b u ild  g rea t 
sk a te  p a rk s , w h ereas  in  a  la rg e  m u n ic ip a lity  th e y  w o u ld  need  p erm its , 
C A D  ren d erin g s , b u d g e ts , tim e lin es  and be  su b je c t to  a ll so rts  o f  red tape.

T h e  s k a t e  p a r k  b o o m  

l a s t e d  f r o m  1 9 7 6 - 1 9 8 1 .  

O n l y  f i v e  y e a r s  f r o m  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  d e m o l i ­

t i o n  f o r  m o s t  s k a t e  

p a r k s .  T h e  m a r k e t  g o t  

s a t u r a t e d  a n d  s t a r t e d  

t o  f e e d  o n  i t s e l f .  T h e  

s a t u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a r ­

k e t  m a y  h a v e  c a u s e d  

t h e  o w n e r s ,  u n a b l e  t o  

a f f o r d  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  

d u e  t o  d e c r e a s e d  a t t e n ­

d a n c e ,  t o  c l o s e  t h e i r  

p a r k s .



T o d a y  s k a t e  p a r k s  

a r e  b e i n g  b u i l t  a t  

a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  

r a t e .  T h e  S k a t e  

P a r k  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

t h e  U S A  e s t i m a t e s  

t h a t  o v e r  3 0 0  

s k a t e  p a r k s  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  

a t  l e a s t  t h a t  m a n y  

i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  

s t a g e s .

G e th  sa id  w o rk in g  w ith  sm a lle r  to w n s w as  eas ier; i f  th ey  had  a qu estio n  
th ey  co u ld  deal d irec tly  w ith  the  p e rso n  w h o  n e e d e d  to  an sw er th e  q u es­
tion . H e a lso  n o ted  the  sm a lle r  to w n s a llo w ed  th em  th e  free d o m  to  d e ­
velo p  th e ir  p a rk s o rgan ica lly . R o ll a ro u n d  the  N ew b erg  park  an d  y o u ’ll 
u n d erstan d . T h e  p a rk  w as  b u ilt b y  sk a te rs  fo r ska ters— ev ery  inch  o f  co n ­
cre te  se rv es a pu rpose! I ask ed  S am  i f  an y th in g  sp ec ific  fac ilita ted  the 
bu ild in g  o f  so m an y  ska te  pa rk s and  he  an sw ered  in one w ord: “ B u rn sid e .”

B u rn sid e  s ta rted  as an  u n o ffic ia l park , u n n o tic e d  b y  th e  c ity  un til it 
w as fa irly  w ell e s tab lish ed  (it h e lp ed  th a t th e  m a y o r a t th e  tim e  w as sy m ­
p a th e tic  to  sk a te rs  b ecau se  h is so n  w as a  sk a te r), a t w h ich  tim e  the  c ity  
g ru d g in g ly  acc e p te d  it. B u rn sid e  is c e leb ra tin g  its ten  y e a r  b irth d a y  th is 
h a llo w een  -  a  p a rty  n o t to  be  m issed! To th is  day, an y  sk a te r  in the  w orld  
k n o w s o f  th e  leg en d ary  B urn sid e . M o st im p o rtan tly , B u rn sid e  sh o w ed  
th a t in d iv id u a ls  co u ld  do  so m e th in g . T h e  p a rk  in K aizer, O reg o n  w as 
bu ilt b y  a co u p le  w h o  d id n ’t ska te , an d  w h o se  k id s d id n ’t ska te . T h ey  ju s t  
w an ted  to  b u ild  a sk a te  park ; th ey  ju s t  w an ted  to  do  so m eth in g . T h e re  w as 
a  sh o rt liv ed  D .l.Y . park  u n d e r an o v e rp ass  in  S an  D iego  w h ich  show ed  
the  c ity  th a t sk a te rs  w ere  se rio u s ab o u t n e ed in g  a  sk a te  park . E xam p les 
like th ese  h ap p en  ev e ry w h ere  -  a  few  k id s tak e  o v e r  a  ten n is  co u rt, b rin g  
in a few  ram p s an d  a  rail an d  su d d e n ly  th e re  a re  p e o p le  u sin g  it ev e ry  day. 
T h e re  a re  so m e  g re a t  s ta t i s t ic s  p e r ta in in g  to  s k a te p a rk  u s e a g e  a t 
w w w .sk a tep ark .o rg . It is in te re s tin g  b ecau se  a  sk a tep a rk  th a t is b u ilt ov er 
an a rea  th e  size  o f  fo u r ten n is  c o u rts  can  ho ld  and  a llo w  u seag e  by m any  
m o re  p eo p le  th an  ten n is  co u rts  d u e  to th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  sport.

T he last fac to r in  th is new  ska te  park  bo o m  is the  In ternet. T he In ternet 
has a llo w ed  ska te  p a rk -re la ted  in fo rm a tio n  to  travel to  p laces it w o u ld  
n ev e r hav e  go n e  ten  y ea rs  ago . O n lin e  y o u  c a n  find  co n trac to rs , ram p 
p lans , o u tlin es  o n  how  to ad d ress  th e  c ity  co u n c il . . .  th e  list go es on. A 
sk a teb o a rd  m an u fac tu re r, T h e  F irm  h as p u b lish ed  a  th o ro u g h  g u id e  on  
ho w  to  g e t a sk a te  p a rk  in  y o u r  c o m m u n ity , an d  local re so u rces  like 
S kateo reg o n .co m  and  sleestak .net co v er the  N o rth w est in in cred ib le  depth .

N a t io n a l ly ,  th e  S k a te  P a rk  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  th e  U S A  (S P A U S A -  
w w w .sp au sa .o rg ) h as a  g rea t w eb  site  w h ich  h as all th e  re so u rces  y o u  
co u ld  e v e r  need  to g e t a p a rk  in  y o u r  com m unity . A  few  m in u tes o n lin e  
o ffe rs  p len ty  o f  g u id an ce  in g e ttin g  a  ska te  park  b u ilt in y o u r  com m unity .

L astly , so m e ad v ice  fro m  S am  o n  h o w  to  g e t a p a rk  bu ilt: “ D o  lo ts o f  
resea rch  an d  stay  in v o lv ed  ... it is  up  to  th e  k id s to m ak e  su re  th e  d es ig n e r 
k n o w s an d  the  b u ild e r  k n o w s w h a t (the  k id s) w a n t.” M o st p u b lic  park s 
tak e  fo u r o r  m o re  y ea rs  fro m  th e  firs t m ee tin g s  to th e  o p e n in g  c e re m o ­
n ies , so  s ta y in g  in v o lv ed  is the  key  to g e ttin g  th e  p a rk  built.

W h a t w ill h ap p en  in an o th e r  fo u r o r  five  y ea rs?  W ill ska te  p a rk s  d ie 
again , o r  are  th ey  h e re  to  s ta y ?  I ’m  no t su re , and w h en  I ’m  asked  i f  ska te  
park s a re  h e re  to  stay  I co n su lt m y  tru sty  “m ag ic  e ig h t b a ll” w h ich  says 
“ P ro b ab ly  y es .”  A  g rea t d ea l has ch an g ed  sin c e  th e  firs t w av e  o f  park s. 
In su ran ce  h as ch an g ed , co m m u n ity  a w aren ess  has c h an g ed  an d  the  in ­
d u stry  i ts e lf  h as c h an g ed  and  has s ta rted  to ad v o ca te  fo r  itse lf. H o pefu lly , 
the  p a rk s  are  h e re  to  stay. W h ile  g ro w in g  up  in su b u rb an  C o n n e c tic u t, I 
n ev er d ream ed  a p lace  like N ew b erg  w ou ld  exist. N o w  park s like  N ew b erg  
are  b e co m in g  a  n o rm al p a rt o f  a  com m unity . I g u ess there  is an  u p sid e  to 
g o in g  m a in stream , to  b eco m in g  leg itim ate  -  as lo n g  as sk a teb o a rd in g  
is n ’t  in th e  O ly m p ics, ev e ry th in g  w ill be  ju s t  fine! *

Resources:
www.skateoregon.com / Sam Beebe interview from 9.28.00
www.sleestak.net
www.spausa.org
www.skatepark.org
www. grindl ine. com
Lynn Cooper e-mail interview 10.2.00
Concrete Wave, The History o f  Skateboarding
by Michael Brooke; Warwick Publishing: 1999

http://www.spausa.org
http://www.spausa.org




A N A R C H I S T S  I N  M E D I C I N E  A N D  

P H A R M A C Y :  

P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1 8 8 9 - 1 9 3 0

b y  R o b e r t  H e l m s W ith in  th e  an a rc h is t scen e  o f  
P h ila d e lp h ia  in th e  la te  19th  and  
ea rly  20 th  c e n tu r ie s , th e re  w as  a 
large g ro u p  o f  p ro fe ss io n a ls  w ho  
p rac ticed  m ed ic in e  o r  p h a rm acy  as 
a  live lihood  w h ile  co m m ittin g  g rea t 
energ ies to the  m ov em en t. L ook ing  
ju s t  p a s t  th e  s u r fa c e , w e  f in d  a 
c lo se ly  k n it co m m u n ity  o f  in te l­
lec tuals w h o  trea ted  th e ir  com rad es 
as p a tien ts , ed u ca ted  th e  p u b lic  on 
h e a lth  re la te d  m a tte r s ,  a n d  w h o  
c o n tr ib u te d  s u b s ta n tia l ly  to  the  
cause  w ith  m o n ey  o r the  use  o f  th e ir 
fac ilitie s.

A look  th ro u g h  th e  an a rch ist 
lite ra tu re  o f  th e  p erio d  w ill reveal 
the  n am es o f  a rem ark a b le  n u m b er 
o f  d o c to rs , w h o  p io n ee red  m an y  o f  
th e  d eb a tes on  soc ia l ch an g es  that 
a re , by  and  large, tak en  fo r g ran ted  
to d a y . A m o n g  th e m , th e  b e s t  
k n o w n  is  u n d o u b te d ly  B e n  
R e itm an , b e cau se  he  ca te red  to the 
m a in stream  p re s s ’ im ag e  o f  an  an ­

a rch is t b y  h an g in g  o u t in sa loons 
an d  hobo  ju n g le s , o n ce  ca rry in g  on 
a com ic  chase  scene  w ith  detec tives 
th rough  d epartm en t stores, and  gen ­
e ra lly  k eep in g  h im se lf  in th e  rea lm  
o f  r o m a n t ic  le g e n d .  W h i le  
R e itm an  d id  h is sh a re  o f  f ig h tin g  
fo r  p o sitiv e  soc ia l ch an g e  d u rin g  
h is career, he w as the  very  leas t d is­
tin g u ish e d  o f  the  an a rc h is t p h y si­
c ia n s  o f  h is  tim e . (1 ) C e r ta in ly  
so m e h is  lead in g  co n tem p o ra rie s  
m ad e  th is  a ssessm en t. (2 ) H e w as 
a c tu a lly  m o re  a  p o litica l p e rfo r­
m an ce  artis t than  a doctor.

R e i tm a n ’s r e l a t i v e  p r o m i ­
n en ce  is p a rtly  d u e  to  h is  c o n n e c ­
t io n  to  th e  v e ry  fa m o u s  E m m a  
G o ld m an , b u t ev en  m o re  d u e  to the  
fac t th a t a lm o st n o th in g  h as been  
w ritte n  in E ng lish  ab o u t th e  d o c ­
to rs w hose  w ork , both  in anarch ism  
an d  in m ed ic in e , s im p ly  ec lip sed  
the  ca ree r  o f  the  “ hobo  k in g .” Such 
is n o t th e  case  in Y id d ish , b u t no t



so  m an y  p eo p le  can  read  th a t lan g u ag e  these  
days, o r  ev en  locate  the  b o o k s by  and  ab o u t Je w ­
ish an arch ist doctors. T he m a jo r  figu res a lready  
k n o w n  had  ca ree rs  in  N e w  Y ork. T hey  in c lu d e  
H ille l S o lo ta ro ff, Ja co b  A b rah am  M ary so n  , and  
M ich ae l A . C ohn , a ll o f  w h o m  w ere  ex trem ely  
a c tiv e  in th e  m o v e m e n t in ad d itio n  to b e in g  re ­
sp ec ted , p ra c tic in g  p h y sic ia n s. (3 ) W h ile  N ew  
Y o rk ’s an a rc h is t d o c to rs  an d  th e ir  co n trib u tio n  
to the  m o v em en t is know n and  tho ro u g h ly  d o cu ­
m en ted , th e ir  c o lleag u es  in P h ilad e lp h ia  have  
b een  a lm o st co m p le te ly  fo rg o tten . (4)

A  cen tra l ev en t in th e  ta le  o f  th ese  p a r tic u ­
la r co m rad es  w as th e  sh o o tin g  o f  V o lta irine  de 
C le y re  b y  an  in sa n e  fo rm e r  s tu d e n t n a m e d  
H erm an  H elcher. V o lta irine  w as a lread y  fa irly  
w e ll-k n o w n  in  th e  in te rn a tio n a l m o v em en t fo r 
h e r  m an y  e ssay s an d  p o em s th a t h ad  b een  p u b ­
lished  in an a rch is t an d  a th e is t p e rio d ica ls . L o­
cally , sh e  w as o n e  o f  th e  tw o  b es t-k n o w n  an a r­
ch is t sp e ak ers , a lo n g  w ith  a  se lf-ed u ca ted  E n ­
g lish -b o rn  sh o e m ak er n am ed  G eo rg e  B row n. 
S he ea rn ed  a very  m o d es t liv ing  by g iv in g  p r i­
v a te  lesso n s in E n g lish , F rench , an d  P iano. T h is 
poor, b u t re sp ec te d  w o m an  w as w o u n d ed  by 
th ree  re v o lv e r  sh o ts  on D ece m b e r 19, 1902 at 
the  c o m e r  o f  4 th  &  G reen  S tree ts, as she  w aited  
fo r a  tro lley  car.

T h e  early  rep o rts  had  it th a t V oltairine w as 
d o o m ed . S he h ad  been  tak en  to  H ah n em an n  
H osp ita l, w h ere  the  in side  o f  the  an a rch ist m ed i­
ca l w o r ld  b e g in s  to  rev ea l itse lf . D an ie l A .

M o d e ll, M .D ., a g en e ra l p ra c titio n e r  w h o  w as 
an  an a rch is t as w ell as de  C le y re ’s “ fam ily  d o c ­
to r,”  liv ed  in h e r  n e ig h b o rh o o d , w h ich  is w here  
she  w as sho t. (5) M o d e ll’s p re se n c e  a t the  b ed ­
sid e  is no  su rp rise , bu t m en tio n ed  a lo n g  w ith  
h im  w as n o n e  o th e r  th an  Dr. W illiam  W illiam s 
K een , w h o  w as a t th a t tim e  o n e  o f  the  lead ing  
S u rg eo n s in th e  w orld .

A lread y  rev ered  fo r h av in g  rem o v ed  a ca n ­
ce ro u s  tu m o r fro m  th e  Jaw  o f  P re s id en t G ro v e r 
C lev e la n d  n in e  y ea rs  earlie r, K een  in 1902 w as 
c o -c h a ir  o f  S u rg e ry  a t Je ffe rso n  M ed ica l C o l­
lege. H e  h ad  a lread y  se rv ed  as th e  P re s id en t o f  
the  A m erican  M edical A ssocia tion , and  he w ould  
la ter p reside  fo r ten  years  a t the  A m erican  P h ilo ­
so p h ic a l Society , th e  m o st d is tin g u ish ed  sc ien ­
tific  th ink -tank  in the  country. H e had  been  teach ­
ing  su rg ery  a t Je ffe rso n  sin c e  1889.

K een  w as co n su lte d  fo r a p o ss ib le  o p e ra ­
t io n , b u t  h e  h a d  n o  a f f i l ia t io n  a t a l l  w ith  
H ah n em an n  H osp ita l. H e reco m m en d ed  m o v ­
ing  th e  p a tie n t to h is o w n  o ffices , b u t th is w as 
n ev e r don e . H e r  co n d itio n  s ta rted  to  im p ro v e , 
an d  f in a lly  th e  b u lle ts  rem ain ed  in sid e  h e r  fo r 
th e  rest o f  h er life . B ut, a s id e  fro m  the  c ase  o f  
th e  b leed in g  lad y  an a rch is t, w e  need  to  ask  o u r­
se lv es ju s t  h o w  the  b es t m ed ica l ta len t o n  earth  
cam e  to  hav e  an y th in g  to do  w ith  it. V oltairine 
w as a  p o o r p erso n , w h o  w o u ld  do w ell to  ge t 
h e lp  fro m  ev en  a  m ed io c re  p h y sic ia n  at a tim e  
like that. W h o  had  b ro u g h t in th e  b ig  gu n , and  
ho w ?

T h e  p rec ise  
a n s w e r  is  o u t  o f  
o u r  reach , b u t w e 
c a n  n a r r o w  i t  
d o w n  to  tw o  o f  
K e e n ’s fo rm er s tu ­
d e n t s ,  L e o  
G a r tm a n  a n d  
B e rn h a r d  S e g a l ,  
w h o  w e r e  b o th  
q u ite  ac tiv e  in the  
lo c a l  a n a r c h i s t  
m o v e m e n t a t th e  
tim e. Dr. G artm an  
m a y  h a v e  s t i l l  
b e e n  o n  the  hou se  
s ta f f  a t J e ffe rso n  
H osp ita l, w here  he 
p ra c tic e d  u ro lo g y  
b e fo re  g o in g  in to  
p r iv a t e  p r a c t i c e  
n earb y  at 525 P ine 
S treet.

L e o  N o y  
G artm an  (c .1 8 6 5 - 
1930) w as b o m  to 
a s o m e w h a t  
w ea lth y  G erm an - 
J e w ish  fa m ily  in 
E k a te r in o s la v  in  
th e  U k ra in e . B e ­
f o r e  a r r i v i n g  in  
th e  U S in 1882, he 
w a s  e d u c a te d  in 
G e rm a n y , w h ic h  
m a d e  h im  a 
h ig h e r - q u a l i f i e d

c a n d i d a t e  
fo r  m e d ic a l  
sc h o o l th an  
th e  av erag e .
P rio r  ed u ca ­
tio n  w as p re­
fe rred  a t the 
tim e , b u t no t 
r e q u i r e d  in 
m o st institu­
tions. B efore 
e n t e r i n g  
Je ffe rso n , he 
h a d  w o n  a 
s c h o la r s h ip  
in  m a th ­
e m a t i c s  a t 
th e  U n iv e r ­
sity  o fP e n n ­
sy lv a n ia , bu t n ev e r u sed  it. D u rin g  th e  I8 9 0 ’s, 
L eo  w as  a  stage a c to r  in  R u ssia n -la n g u a g e  p ro ­
d u c tio n s o f  p lay s by  C h e k o v  an d  G ogo l. (6) 
Dr. G artm an , acco rd in g  to  h is fam ily  fo lk lo re , 
had  a  “ large fem ale  p rac tice , inc lud ing  m any  fast 
w o m e n .”  (7) H e  w as a d isc ip le  o f  H av e lo ck  
E llis , th e  g rea t b irth  co n tro l ad v o c a te  an d  sex  
p sy c h o lo g is t, as w ell as th e  ev o lu tio n a ry  th e o ­
r is t E rn st H aeke l, a f te r  w h o m  he n a m e d  a  son. 
(8 ) H e sp e c ia lized  in th e  tre a tm e n t o f  ven erea l 
d iseases . Leo lec tu red  a t m ee tin g s  he ld  by  the  
S ocia l S c ien ce  C lu b  fro m  m id -1 9 0 1 .

V oltairine ea rned  the  las ting  resp ec t o f  both  
h er an a rch is t frien d s an d  th e  g en era l p u b lic  by 
h er f la t refusal to te s tify  ag a in s t h e r  assa ilan t, 
w h o  w as a fam ilia r  face  in th e  an a rc h is t scene. 
H er frien d s to o k  th is  a  step  fu rth e r  b y  o rg an iz ­
ing  fo r h is d efen se  an d  fo r h im  to  rece iv e  m e n ­
ta l h ea lth  care. H erm an  h ad  been  e ffe c ted  by 
ty p h o id  fev er a ro u n d  1896. H is s is te r  to ld  re ­
p o rte rs  th a t it h ad  “ left h im  a d iffe ren t boy ,” 
and  th a t it had  m ad e  h im  “ m o ro se  and  m e lan ­
cho ly .”

A n o th e r  local p h y sic ia n , an d  p ro b ab ly  an 
an a rch is t, ev a lu a ted  H erm an  an d  se co n d ed  h is 
fa m ily ’s recom m endations. Dr. S im on M . D ubin  
(1 8 6 6 -1 9 1 9 ) o w n ed  a h o u se  a t 3 2 7  P ine S teet, 
w h ere  he  lived  w ith  h is fam ily  an d  a  few  te n ­
ants. O ne o f  the  ea rlie r ren te rs  h ad  been H erm an  
H e lc h e r  fo r  so m e  y e a r s ,  a n d  a ls o  N a ta s h a  
N o tk in , a  p ro m in e n t an a rc h is t an d  c lo se  friend  
o f  V o lta irin e’s, liv ed  th e re  in 1900. T h is  m ay  
h av e  b een  w here  E m m a G o ld m an  s ta y ed  d u r­
ing  so m e  o f  h e r  sp e ak in g  v isits  as w e ll, sin ce  
she  w as accu s to m ed  to o v e rn ig h t w ith  N o tk in . 
A  few  y ea rs  a f te r  th ese  ev en ts , D ub in  w as a c ­
tiv e  in ra is in g  funds fo r th e  R u ssian  re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  cause . (9)

A n arch is ts  all o v e r  the  c o u n try  leap t into 
ac tion  on  b e h a lf  o f  th e ir  w o u n d e d  friend , in ­
c lu d in g  E m m a G o ld m an , w h o  ca lled  fo r  m a te ­
ria l a id , an d  Dr. H ille l S o lo ta ro f f , w h o  a p ­
p ro a c h e d  an o th e r  p h y sic ia n  on  h er b eh a lf. T h a t 
o th e r  d o c to r  w as S am uel G o rd o n  w h ich  b rings 
us b ack  again  to P in e  S treet.

S am uel H. G o rd o n  (1 8 7 1 -1 9 0 6 ) w as not 
o n ly  a  fo rm er an a rch ist, b u t a lso  a  fo rm e r lo v er 
o f  V o lta irin e’s. (10) T h e ir  s to rm y, in ten se  re la ­
tio n sh ip  lasted  a few  y ears , b u t h ad  been  o v e r 
fo r  q u ite  a  w h ile . G o rd o n  w a s  n o t p o p u la r



am o n g  th e  o th e r  an a rch is ts , an d  he 
w as reg ard ed  as sh a llo w er and  less 
in te lligen t than  h is co m pan ion . T he 
lo v e rs ’ c h ie f  so u rce  o f  q uarre l w as 
h e r  r e fu s a l  to  fa ll  in  l in e  w ith  
G o rd o n ’s w ish  fo r h e r  to  b e  d o ­
m e s tic  a n d  w if e - l ik e .  W h ile  d e  
C ley re  and  G ordon  w ere  in tim ately  
in v o lv ed , h e  e n ro lled  in M ed ico - 
C h iru rg ic a l C o lleg e  in P h ila d e l­
p h ia , an d  sh e  b e g a n  g iv in g  h im  
m o n ey  fro m  h e r m e a g e r  ea rn in g s 
to  he lp  h im  th ro u g h  schoo l. B y the 
t im e  o f  h is  g ra d u a t io n  in  1898 ,
G o rd o n  h ad  b eco m e  d isin te re s te d  
bo th  in  V olta irine  an d  the  an a rch ist 
m o v em en t. In  h er le tte rs fro m  the 
few  y ea rs  fo llo w in g , sh e  d escrib es 
h im  as co n c e ite d , in co n s id e ra te , 
and  g e ttin g  rich  an d  fat on  h is  new  
p ro fessio n . H e se t up  h is p rac tice  
a t 531 P ine, ju s t  fo u r doo rs up from  
L eo G artm an .

T hus, th e  anarch ists  w h o  w ere  
sc ram b lin g  to  sav e  th e ir  w o u n d ed  
co m rad e  ju s t  b efo re  C h ris tm as  in 
1902 h ad  every  r ig h t an d  reason  to 
ap p ro ach  G o rd o n  fo r he lp , so Dr.
S o lo ta ro ff  cam e  d ow n  from  N ew  
Y ork an d  a sk ed  h im  in p erso n . To 
his su rprise , G ordon  refused  to g ive 
help  o f  an y  k ind , an d  w an ted  n o th ­
in g  to  d o  w ith  th e  w h o le  a ffa ir .
E m m a G o ld m an  and  o th e r  an a r­
ch ists desp ised  h im  b itte rly  fo r this.

Dr. G ordon  d ied  o f  “ acute  g as­
tr it is ”  le ss  th a n  fo u r  y e a rs  la ter, 
a f te r  re lo ca tin g  to N ew ark , N ew  Jersey . F u rth e r 
research  is n eeded  to an sw er the  rem ain ing  qu es­
tio n s, b u t o n e  can n o t he lp  b u t w o n d er w h e th e r  
the  an a rch is t d o c to rs  m ad e  a  m ed ica l p rac tice  
u n feas ib le  fo r “ th a t d o g  G o rd o n ,”  as G o ld m an  
w o u ld  la te r  re m e m b e r  h im , b y  sh u n n in g  h im  in 
th e ir  p ro fess io n a l c irc les . (11) H e had  a lien a ted  
so m e o f  th e  m o st p ro m in e n t p h y sic ia n s  in the  
city , an d  sev era l o f  th em  lived  an d  p rac ticed  
c lo se  b y  h im  in th e  Je w ish  quarter.

V o lta ir in e  to o k  y e a rs  to  b e c o m e  a c tiv e  
again , and% uffered sev ere  pain  from  h er w ounds 
until h e r  d eath . Dr. G artm an  to o k  o v e r h e r  m ed i­
cal ca re  in early  1906, an d  tu rn ed  h e r  a ro u n d

f ro m  h e r  
l i n g e r i n g  
illn ess  and  
d e p re ss io n  
w i th in  a  
f e w  
m o n t h s .  

 L e o  
G a r t m a n  
e m e r g e d  
 as a  friend  
an d  c o m ­
rad e  w h en  
h e  p o s te d  
$2 ,500  bail 
a f t e r  h e r  
a r r e s t  f o r  
in c ite m e n t

to  rio t in  1908: a  v e ry  su b s tan tia l su m , in the  
m id d le  o f  an eco n o m ic  d ep ress io n . (12)

A n o th e r  an a rch is t w h o  kn ew  G o rd o n  and 
w h o  f ig u res p ro m in e n tly  in th e  m ed ica l scen e  
o f  h is tim e  w as  M ax S ta llc r (1 8 6 8 -1 9 1 9 ) w ho , 
a lo n g  w ith  h is lo n g tim e  c o m rad e  L eo  G artm an , 
es tab lish ed  th e  M t S inai D isp en sary  a t 236  P ine 
S tree t in 1900. T h is  c lin ic  filled  the  need  fo r free 
o r ch eap  h ea lth  ca re  fo r the  th o u sa n d s  o f  po o r 
Je w ish  fac to ry  w o rk e rs  liv ing  nearby . G artm an  
se rv ed  as its firs t treasu re r, S ta lle r  as its firs t 
p re s id e n t .  In la te r  y e a r s ,  a s  th e  d is p e n s a ry  
e v o lv ed  in to  a ho sp ita l, S ta lle r  s tay ed  on  to ad ­
m in istra te . H e a lso  p layed  a  lead in g  ro le  in o r­
g a n iz in g  the  Jew ish  C o n su m p tiv e  In s titu te  and 
th e  local B ran ch  o f  th e  C o u n ty  M ed ical S o c i­
ety, bo th  in 1910. A fte r  re tu rn in g  fro m  C h icag o  
w ith  h is m ed ical d eg ree  in 1895, S ta lle r  an d  his 
w ife  w ere  a c tiv e  in s ta g in g  a m a te u r  Y idd ish  
p lay s w ith  a g ro u p  th ey  ca lled  the  S ta r S pec ia lty  
C lub . E arlie r s till, S ta lle r  w as a  lead e r o f  the  
K n igh ts o f  L iberty , the  Jew ish  an arch ist &  a th e ­
ist g ro u p  w h ich  had co u n te rp a rts  in o th e r  U .S. 
c itie s  fro m  1889-1893 . S ta lle r  se rv ed  as the  
m a n a g e r o f  a  su ccessfu l s tr ik e  b y  th e  la d ie s ’ 
c lo ak  m ak ers  in 1890, and  w as a rre s ted  on  one 
o ccasion  w hile  try in g  to avoid  the po lice  by  flee­
in g  th ro u g h  a  w in d o w  to  the  fire  escape . H e 
w as ch a rg ed  w ith  m ak in g  an in cen d ia ry  speech  
an d  in c itin g  th e  a u d ien ce  to  rio t, b u t he  d en ied  
h av in g  d o n e  th is  an d  w as acq u itted . (13)

G artm an  and  S taller, in sp ite  o f  th e ir  p ro m i­

n en ce , la rg e  fam ilies , an d  m a te ­
r ia l su c cess , rem ain ed  c o n sp ic u ­
o u s ly  m o d e s t  w h e n  th e y  d ie d . 
B o th  m e n  l ie  b u r i e d  a t  th e  
M on te fio re  C e m ete ry  in suburban  
Je n k in to w n , an d  n e ith e r  hav e  a 
m ark e r on th e ir  g rave . O n e  can  
sa fe ly  g u ess th a t th e re  w ere  ex ­
p lic it w ish e s  to  th a t end  in bo th  
cases, sin ce  o th e rw ise  th e  re la ­
tiv es  w o u ld  have  had  no t the  least 
tro u b le  in b u y in g  sim p le  to m b ­
s to n e s , o r  ev en  la rg e , b e a u tifu l 
m o n u m en ts .

A s id e  f ro m  th e  d o c to r s ,  
the re  w ere  severa l p h arm acists  on 
th e  an a rch is t sc en e  in P h ilad e l­
p h ia , w h o  had  an  im p ac t on  the 
m o v em en t th a t d eriv ed , in  large 
part, from  th e ir  p ro fessio n .

Jacob  L. Jo ffe  w as invo lved  
in the  an arch ist m o v em en t at least 
as early  as 1901, w h e n  V o lta irine  
d e  C ley re  m en tio n s  in  a le tte r  to 
h er m o th e r th a t h er friend , E sth er 
B erm an , w as lea rn in g  th e  p h a r­
m acy  cra ft in th e  sh o p  o w n ed  by 
a n o th e r  friend . B e rm an  se em s to 
b e  th e  sa m e  p e rso n  a s  E s th e r  
W o lfe , w h o  in 1905 b e c a m e  a 
p artn e r  in the  Jo ffe  &  W olfe d rug  
sto re  at 701 S outh  3 rd  S treet.

A n o th e r  y o u n g  w o m an  to  
lea rn  th e  p ro fe ss io n  th ro u g h  an 
a p p re n t ic e s h ip  w ith  Jo f fe  w as  
N atash a  N o tk in , a R u ssian -Je w - 
ish  n ih ilis t w h o  cam e  to  th e  U S 

in 1885, at ag e  fifteen . A lth o u g h  no  k n o w n  p h o ­
to g rap h  o f  N o tk in  su rv iv es , th e re  a re  m an y  re­
p o rts  o f  her, all th ro u g h  th e  y ea rs  fro m  aro u n d  
1890 un til 1917. A s a  m e m b e r  o f  the  K n ig h ts  
o f  L iberty , she  to o k  p a rt in o rg an iz in g  th e  Y om  
K ip p u r B a lls , a  sh o rt-liv e d  effo rt to  d raw  w o rk ­
in g -c lass  Je w s aw ay  from  re lig io n  b y  a rra n g in g  
soc ial ev en ts  d u rin g  the  h igh  ho lid ay s. W hen  
tw o  o f  h e r  co m rad es  sto o d  tria l fo r in c item en t 
to  r io t in 1891 a fte r  a m ee tin g  w as ra id ed  on  the 
n igh t befo re  one  o f  the  balls, N a tash a  w as ca lled  
as a  w itn ess  fo r the  defen se . S o m e fo u r decad es 
later, h e r  co u rt a p p e a ra n c e  w a s  re c a lle d  b y  a 
co m rad e . S he w as d ro p -d ea d  b eau tifu l, an d  
w earin g  h e r  h a ir  b o b b ed , as w as th e  h ab it o f  d is ­
s id en t R ussian  w o m en  o f  the  tim e. (14) B oth  
b e fo re  and  a f te r  o p en in g  a d ru g  sto re  w ith  jo ffe  
in 1907, she  w as  the  P h ilad e lp h ia  d is tr ib u to r  o f  
th e  an a rch is t p ap ers  F ree  S o c ie ty  and  M o th e r 
earth .

A  few  y e a rs  later, she  fo u n d ed  the  L a d ie s ’ 
L iberal L eague (L L L ) a long  w ith  Pcrle M cL eod , 
a  S c o ttish  a n a rc h is t w h o  m ay  h a v e  re c e iv e d  
tra in in g  as a n u rse  in la te r  y ea rs , M a ry  H an sen , 
w h o  o r ig in a l ly  c a m e  f ro m  D e n m a rk , a n d  
V oltairine de  C leyre .

T h e  L LL  w as a  se cu la r  v en u e  fo r  p u b lic  
lec tu re s  on a w id e  ran g e  o f  soc ia l top ics, and  
m ed ical d o c to rs , bo th  m ale  an d  fem ale , fig u red  
p ro m in e n tly  on  th e  sp e a k e rs ’ list. T h e  v e n u e  
seem s to  h av e  been  a  m ean s by  w h ich  rad ica l 
p h y sic ia n s  a ired  th e ir  v iew s to the  pub lic . T he



n o n -an a rch is t g u es t sp e ak ers  fro m  n earb y  in sti­
tu tio n s in c lu d ed  Dr. H en rie tta  P ayne- 
c o n t in u e d  fro m  p. 69)
W estb rook , a  local p rac titio n e r  an d  a u th o r  w ho  
ad v o ca ted  m arriag e ; Dr. F ran ces E m ily  W hite , 
th e  p o e t and  m ed ica l ed u ca tio n  re fo rm er from  
W o m en ’s m ed ica l C o lleg e , an d  D r M ichael V al­
en tin e  B a ll fro m  th e  S ta te  p e n ite n tia ry  w h o  
spoke against curren t be liefs on crim inology, and 
w ith  w h o m  L eo  G artm an  c o -au th o re d  a sho rt 
m ed ica l a r tic le  in  1897.

F inally , G eo rg e  S. S e ld es Sr. ran a p h a r­
m acy  at 9 4 6  So. 5 th S tree t from  1899 to  1906. 
A  R u ssian  im m ig ran t and  an  in te llec tu a l o f  h igh  
rep u te , he  co rre sp o n d ed  w ith  L eo T olstoy  and  
P eter K ropotk in  on the  sub jec t o f  pacifism . P oor 
G eo rg e  cam e  ho m e one fros ty  d ay  to d isc o v e r 
th a t all th e ir  le tte rs had  b een  u sed  by  th e  c le a n ­
ing  lad y  to  g e t th e  fire  s ta rted  in h is w o o d  stove .

T h e  an a rch is t p ro fess io n a ls  o f  o ld  P h ila ­
d e lp h ia  d em o n s tra ted  th a t th e  m o v e m e n t had  
a ttra c te d  the  b rig h te s t an d  m o st acco m p lish ed  
p eo p le  in th e  city. T h e ir  p a rtic ip a tio n  b ro u g h t 
th e  sc en e  to  a  h ig h  p itch  an d  b eau ty  th a t w as 
re m e m b e re d  w ith  lo n g in g  fo r  m a n y  d e c a d e s  
th ereafte r. *

Endnotes
1) Reitman graduated from the College of Physicians & Sur­
geons at Chicago on May 17, 1904, barely passing his ex­
ams. He did much to educate transients and the public about 
venereal disease and other social causes. See Roger A. Bruns, 
The Damndest Radical, (Chicago, 1987).
2) For example, Voltairine de Cleyre detested Reitman’s ten­
dency to drink (sometimes with money derived from the 
movement). Both she and Emma Goldman were displeased 
by his much-publicized race through downtown Philadelphia 
in the fall of 1909. Alexander Berkman found him “politi­
cally and socially confused.”
3) Maryson (1866-1941) was a frequent contributor (some­
times as “F. A. Frank”) and editor in the Yiddish anarchist 
press, and he translated many anarchist texts into that lan­
guage. He authored books including The Theory and Prac­
tice of Anarchism (1927). Solotaroff (1865-1921) and Cohn 
(1869-1939) were just as active and prolific.
4) All of the existing discussions of these Philadelphia doc­
tors and pharmacists, considered as such, would take up no 
more than a page of text. Many, however, are mentioned in 
Paul Avrich, An American Anarchist: The Life of Voltairine 
de Cleyre (Princeton, 1978). It was, in fact, by reading that 
book that I became interested in the present topic.
5) There is a name confusion between David A. Modell and 
his relative, Dr. Daniel A Modell, who died in 1932. They 
lived at the same address for many years of this period; Daniel 
became an M.D. in 1893, whereas David appears in the city 
directory as a student in 1900 and as a teacher in 1903. David 
was certainly a very active anarchist, writing and translating 
movement material. Daniel’s anarchism is less clear: he was 
treasurer of the Socialist Literary Society in 1914 (which had 
anarchist members), but further research is needed on this 
obscure physician. See Avrich, An American Anarchist, etc. 
p. 130, where the two are (incorrectly) merged into David.
6) See David B. Tierkel, The Juvenile Stage: a history of the 
hebrew-Yiddish dramatic Societies, 1890-1940, p. 31. I am 
indebted to Mr. Harry Boonin for leads on Gartman the actor.
7) Phone interview with Nancy Silberstein (granddaughter of 
Leo Gartman), June 25, 2000.
8) Interview with Naomi Gartman Bregstein by her nieces 
Nancy Silberstein and Judy Nicholas, Nov. 4, 1991; obituar­
ies in Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, Philadelphia Public 
Ledger, and Jewish World, 3/31/1930.
9) Free Society, March 8, 1903; Goldman, Living My Life, 
p. 196; Federal Census Records, 1900; Philadelphia Inquirer, 
October 16, 1919.
10) He is not to be confused with another Dr. Samuel Gordon 
who earned his degree in Philadelphia in 1906. Gordon and 
de Cleyre once attempted suicide together 11) Living My 
Life, p. 332
12) Philadelphia Evening Bulletin Feb. 22, 1908
13) Philadelphia Public Ledger, August 8, 1890. Mrs. Staller 
also sang at the 5th annual Russian Tea Party, an anarchist 
fund-raiser ball, on March 1, 1901. See also Boonin, The 
Jewish Quarter of Philadelphia: a history and guide, 1881- 
1930. Philadelphia, 1999
14) See Chaim Lieb Weinberg, Forty Years in the Struggle for 
Social Liberation (Philadelphia, 1952), p. 44.

M onozine #7
Monozine is never boring. You would 

think that seven issues all on the same theme 
would get boring after awhile, but it never does. 
Why? Because Todd prints lots o f  stories about 
vomit and poop.

Being the sophisticated reader that I am, 
I was wary the first time that I read Monozine, 
the zine all about being sick. I clearly remember 
assuring m yself that i would not think that bath­
room humor was funny, but there I was, actually 
laughing out loud to stories about people shitting 
themselves and projectile vomiting.

The beauty o f Monozine is that each story 
is told in a first-person, narrative style and is 
completely unedited. Despite some very bad 

grammar and spelling, this makes each story personal and engaging. Imagine a bunch 
o f  people sitting around trying to gross each other out with their worst stories o f  being 
sick. But it's not only illness, it’s tape worms, dead bodies in the garage, and cock­
roaches in your ear canal.

Even though most o f  Monozine is humor, here and there you will find an intense 
stoiy about a life-threatening illness or trauma. This new issue features a stoiy about a 
rape that resulted in years o f  psychosomatic illness. This personal narrative reveals a 
story that could never be told through a mediator.

This thick zine has much insight into our lives and reveals our fascination with 
other people’s pain and misfortune. Todd Lesser offers humor, insight, and entertain- 
ment-and o f  course, lots o f  stories that will leave you squinning in your chair.
-jen angel

$4 ppd in the US
PO Box 598 reisterstown, md 21136 
full size, 68 pgs, color cover



W h y  I  d o  n o t  c a r e  f o r  d r u g s  o r  r e l i g i o n . . .

b y  P e t e  L e w i s

T h is  i s  a  s to r y  a b o u t  h o w  I t h r e w  

a  f r i e n d  o u t  o f  m y  w a r m  h o u s e  o n to  t h e

c o ld  s t r e e t s .  A  sto ry  ab o u t ho w  I tu rn ed  d o w n  the  

c h an ce  to  say  th a t a t leas t 1 h e lp ed  th a t frien d  o u t one  
n igh t. A t leas t 1 gav e  a h o m eless  n o n -s tran g e r a bed  
fo r th e  n igh t. A t least I saved  h im  fro m  a  b ea tin g . A t 
leas t I sa v ed  h im  from  a n o th e r  n ig h t in ja i l .  A t leas t I 
w as p rac tic in g  w h a t 1 p reach  ju s t  once . B u t I tu rned  
h im  aw ay. I w res tled  w ith  w h a t th e re  w as o f  m y c o n ­

sc ien ce  an d  I still co u ld  n o t let h im  stay.

F i r s t ,  M e.

I still re m e m b e r h o w  I b ecam e  an  a th e is t a t ab o u t 
10 o r  11. A  b a ld  W elsh  h e a d m a s te r  u sed  to  read  B ib le  
s to ries  b e fo re  c la sses  th re e  tim es a  w eek . In particu lar, 
I can  re m e m b e r  h im  sp ittin g  o u t so m e sto ry  ab o u t the 
g o o d  S am aritan  an d  th a t it w as m o re  in te restin g  to m e 
to  w a tc h  h is sp it sp ray  th e  y o u n g e r k id s  in th e  fro n t 
row. I also  rem em b er th ink ing  th is b loke  does not sound  
very  W elsh . Y ou see, he  th o u g h t h e  an d  I h ad  so m e­
th in g  in co m m o n . W e w ere  tw o  W elsh  C h ris tian s  liv ­
ing  in th e  p red o m in a te ly  Is lam ic  B ahra in . H e u sed  to 
q u o te  W elsh  p o e try  an d  v e rse  to  m e. I d id n ’t  c a re  fo r 
b e in g  W elsh . It m ean t n o th in g  to  m e. D y lan  T h o m a s -  
d id n ’t  k n o w  h im , d id n ’t  w a n t to.

T h is  h e a d m a s te r  u sed  to  say  “ O h  C a p ta in , m y 
cap ta in  . . . ”  w h en  w e c ro ssed  p a th s  in the  hall. H e used  
to te ll m e th e  rugby  re su lts  a f te r  W ales w as c ru sh ed  
y e t aga in  by  so m e far m o re  g lo rio u s  nation . H e often  
re la ted  h is  B ib le  s to ries  to  W ales an d  w ith  th o se  re fe r­

en ces h e  w o u ld  o ften  ad d , “A sk  P ete . H e  w ill u n d e rs ta n d .”  W rong . W ales 
m ean t n o th in g  to  m e  an d  G o d  m ean t less th an  no th ing .
B y  th e  ag e  o f  1 3 , I beg an  to feel g u ilty  ab o u t no t be in g  a  g o o d  C hristian . 
E ven  so , in fro n t o f  m y  frien d s I w o u ld  d ec la re  th a t Je su s w as a w anker. 
T h en  I w o u ld  go  h o m e  an d  say  a  little  p ra y e r  an d  fo llo w  it w ith  w h a t I 
co u ld  re m e m b e r  o f  th e  L o rd ’s P ra y e r b e fo re  I w en t to s le ep  a fte r  a d ay  o f  
b la sp h em o u s sh o w in g  off. I m igh t a lso  p ray  a fte r  I go t m y  s e lf  all w o rk ed  
up ab o u t w h a t h ap p en s  a fte r  d ea th , sh ittin g  m y se lf  ab o u t the  co n cep t o f  
e te rn ity  an d  sh ittin g  m y se lf  ev en  m o re  w ith  the  idea  th a t 1 m ig h t c e ase  to 
ex is t o n e  day. E ven  th is little  v o ice  in m y h ead  w ill cea se  to  ex is t. S h ittin g  
m y se lf  about the  abso lu te  no th ingness. T h a t’s w hen  I m igh t pray  and  p ro m ­
ise  to  b e  a g o o d  S am aritan . T h e  nex t day  I w o u ld  go  back  to  b e in g  an 
a th e is t. A  d a y lig h t a th e is t. B u t it w as a  start.

T h is  h e a d m a s te r  d id n ’t kn o w  th a t I w as C a th o lic . H e d id n ’t k n o w  I 
w as th e  o n ly  C a th o lic  in a  sch o o l fu ll o f  P ro te s tan ts  b a c k  in W ales. H e 
d id n ’t k n o w  h o w  g u tted  I w as th a t I co u ld  n o t be in the  sam e c h o ir  as m y 
sch o o l frien d s . H e d id n ’t k n o w  th a t all I w an ted  to be  w as an  a th e is t w ith  
n o  n a tio n a lity . T h a t I tr ie d  an d  tire d  to  fo rg e t all th a t B ib le  n o n sen se . 
F o rg e t ty in g  m y s e lf  to  o n e  country .

B y  th e  tim e  I m et O w en , sev era l y ea rs  later, I w as  o v e r  it. I kn ew  
w h o  I w as  an d  I w as co m fo rtab le . I s le p t so u n d ly  all n ig h t an d  w a lk ed  the  
s tree ts  w ith  a c o n fid en ce  I had  n ev e r im ag in ed  p o ss ib le . I c o n s id e red  
m y se lf  a w h o le  an d  d ecen t h u m an  b eing . I b e liev ed  I w as cap ab le  o f  tru e  
co m p assio n . I sto p p e d  ea tin g  an im als . I sto p p e d  su p p o rtin g  c o m p an ies  
w h o  I fe lt e x p lo ite d  an im als , the  en v iro n m en t o r  w o rk ers . I b ecam e  an 
e th ica l con su m er. I d id  v o lu n te e r  w ork . C o n se rv a tio n  w o rk  to  p ro te c t m y 
local b eau ty  spo t. T each ing  illite ra te  teen s  and  adu lts. 1 m a rc h e d  ag a in s t 
fasc ism . I c a m p a ig n ed  fo r the  en v iro n m en t an d  h u m an  righ ts . I w as so 
b lo o d y  PC  th a t I d e v e lo p ed  a repu ta tio n : We c a n  'tg o  to M c D o n a ld s , P e te  
is  w ith us. D o n ’t g e t  y o u r  p e tro l  f ro m  S h e ll ... so m e  sh it  a b o u t th e ir  n e ­
g le c t  o f  th e  O g o n i p e o p le  in N ig eria , w here  they  g e t  th e ir  oil. S o rry  P e te ,

Consquences: Beyond Resisting Rape
By Loolwa Khazzoom

“ Hey girls! Tired o f  harassment? Wish you didn’t take that shit? Ever feel 
like punching out one o f  those guys?” reads the advertisem ent for Loolwa 
Lhazzoom ’s new book, Consequence: Beyond Resisting Rape. It’s a challenge and 
an invitation to re-examine our attitudes about sexual assault, and to find creative 
solutions in battling harassment.

M ore.|han likely, you have already read something written by Loolwa in the 
pages o f clamor. If you are like me, you were inspired and challenged by her 
don't-take-shit stance to harassment and sexual assault. Consequence, then is no 
letdown. The pages are filled with stories recounting day-to-day encounters with 
sexual assault, and more importantly, her calculations on how to deal with this 
harassment.

A major theme in Consequence is freedom, how we define freedom and how 
it is defined for us, and also what it means when we reclaim our lives as free 
individuals. Loolwa speaks to the daily experience o f  being a woman in a patriar­
chal society that is horrifyingly accepting o f  violence against women. She de­
scribes numerous situations in which she attempts to simply take up space, to do 
whatever the hell she wants to do, but constantly comes up against men infringing 
on her will, whether verbally or physically.

Beyond Resisting Rape, though, suggests something more than self-defense, 
i.oolwa asks what our tactics are for dealing with (or not dealing with) harassment. 
Avoidance, silence, and politeness are all too common strategies that women choose 
when confronted by the odd stare, grope, or nasty comment. What she suggests, 
ind actively demonstrates in her experience, is a strong reclamation o f  our space, 
our sense o f  peace, our bodies.

Loolwa fights back, not just with words but with fists. She encourages women 
:o find whatever tactics they are comfortable with, whether that is hitting, running, 
oiling, laughing, singing, talking, or dancing. By “ living in the threshold o f  pos­

sibility,” we have at our disposal a variety o f methods with which to address 
harassment.

The act o f re-examining what our options are for dealing with those who 
assault us is an acknowledgement that the daily shit that happens to us. as women, 
is unacceptable. Being leered at, being afraid to walk alone at night, being talked 
over and talked down to, having to explain to strange men why being whistled 
at is not a compliment, being physically violated, etc., is simply the daily expe­
rience o f  a woman.

And Loolwa says it’s high time we start taking matters into our own hands. 
Instead o f  “ legal self-defense” which calls for a certain amount o f  violence to 
already have been achieved, why shouldn’t we rely on our ow n judgem ent and 
intuition? We need to set our own limitations on what is acceptable, when it’s 
time to fight back and what tactics we will use to defend ourselves,

“Let’s do something that has impact, consequence; something that will 
deter assault, something that will turn the assaultive energy around- in the heat 
o f  the moment- and give us power instead o f  taking it from us... Assault against 
women happens every day, every hour, every minute, every second, multiple 
times a day in every wom an’s life, in many different forms. None o f  this assault 
should be happening, period. And I think it is time to stop it. whatever it takes.”

Loolwa kicks a lot o f  ass, both on paper and for real. It gives me courage 
to know not only that there are women out there actively and creatively fighting 
back against assault, but also that I have the option o f doing the same.
-Sarah Stippich

$15 ppd in the US 
Pearl In a Million Press 
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Berkeley, CA 94704



/  'm n o t veg an  anym ore.
I g av e  m o n ey  to  p eo p le  w h o  ask ed  fo r it on  th e  stree ts . I b o u g h t 

h o m eless  p e o p le  food. A n d  I fe lt I w a s  m o d es t ab o u t th e  w h o le  th ing . I 
w as th in k in g , I ’m  d ecen t. I ’m  d o in g  w h at I can . In the  w o rd s o f  Ian 
M a cK ay e , a t  le a s t  I ’m fu c k in g  try in g !

M ore  im portan tly , n o n e  o f  it h ad  an y th in g  to do  w ith  try in g  to  live 
up to so m e C h ris tian  ideal. It w as the  ca rin g  face  o f  pu n k  rock . It w as 
co m m u n ity  ac tion . It w as bein g  ac tiv e , o f  cou rse . N o n e  o f  it w as abo u t 
fea r o f  b u rn in g  in he ll. H onest to C h ris t it w a s n ’t.

N ow , O w en .

I k n ew  O w en  th ro u g h  sk a teb o ard in g . W e h ad  a b so lu te ly  n o th in g  in 
co m m o n  ap a rt fro m  o u r jo y  o f  free d o m in g  a ro u n d  on  o u r little  p lan k s o f  
w ood . I u sed  to  o ffe r  h im  rid es to  go  ska te  a t ce rta in  p laces and  he u sed  
to m o tiv a te  m e  to ska te  all the  tim e. T h a t w as it. N o t rea lly  a frien d sh ip  
as such. O u ts id e  o f  sk a teb o a rd in g , w e k ep t o u r d is tan c e  and  m in g led  in 
d iffe ren t c ro w d s. T h is  w as ho w  it w as fo r  a  co u p le  o f  years.

I en jo y ed  h is  co m p an y  bu t 1 n ev er rea lly  fe lt th e  u rge to  fo rce  o u r 
re la tio n sh ip  pas t th a t o f  o ccas io n a l sk a teb o a rd in g  p a rtn e rs , m ain ly  b e ­
cau se  he  lik ed  to  ta lk  w ith o u t listen ing . I le had  a ten d en cy  to b rag  ab o u t 
h is ach iev em en ts  and  p lan s  in life . A s fa r as h e  w as co n ce rn ed , he  w as 
g o in g  to  b e co m e  a p ro fessio n a l sk a teb o a rd e r  and  then  sta rt up h is ow n  
com pany . H e ta lk ed  ab o u t leav in g  W ales fo r San F ran c isco  to  be  a ska te  
superstar. H e w as a lso  s tu d y in g  m ed ia  a t co lleg e  and  had  g ran d  a sp ira ­
tio n s in th a t fie ld  as w ell. E ssen tia lly , he w as an e x p e rt in an y th in g  he 
b ecam e  in v o lv ed  w ith  in the  s lig h tes t w ay  and  he w a s  n o t a fra id  to ad ­
v e rtise  it. It b ecam e  im p o ss ib le  fo r an y o n e  to  c h a llen g e  him . H e w as 
w h o  he sa id  he  w as an d  y o u  c o u ld n ’t te ll h im  d ifferen t.

T hus, p eo p le  a lw ay s  k ep t th e ir  d is tan ce . T h ey  w o u ld  to le ra te  h im  
bu t n ev e r o ffe r  h im  friendsh ip . To m ak e  the  s itu a tio n  w o rse , he  assu m ed  
ev e ry o n e  w as h is bes t frien d  an d  he co u ld  co u n t on  th em  fo r an y th in g  
an d  v ice  versa . N o n e  o f  th is is o u t o f  the  o rd in ary ; ev e ry o n e  has e n c o u n ­
te re d  such  p eo p le  w h ile  g ro w in g  up. S om e g ro w  up  an d  learn  the v ir tu e  
o f  hu m ility  b u t o th ers  ca rry  on  liv ing  u n d e r the  illu sio n  o f  g rea tn ess . I 
th in k  O w en  w as ju s t  a f te r  accep tan ce . H e  w as tire d  o f  b e in g  re jec ted  by  
h is peers  and  his ab u s iv e  an d  u n sta b le  fam ily.

H ow ev er, a t th is  p o in t he  d id n ’t h av e  to w o rry  ab o u t h av in g  a  ro o f  
o v e r h is h ead  o r  w h ere  h is  nex t m ea l w as co m in g  from . A t 18, h is p a r­
en ts  g av e  h im  a  car. U n lik e  th e  U n ited  S ta tes, the  v as t m a jo rity  o f  y o u n g  
p eo p le  do  n o t o w n  cars  in W ales, so  O w e n ’s c a r  o ffe red  h im  so m e  new  
fo u n d  popu la rity . O f  co u rse  he  rev e lled  in it. H e w o u ld  d riv e  p eo p le  
ev e ry w h ere  an d  an y w h ere  b ecau se  it m ean t th ey  n eed ed  h im  fo r so m e­
th ing .
A t th e  sa m e  tim e , O w en  d isc o v e red  d rin k in g  and  d rugs. A g a in , th is  is 
n o th in g  o u t o f  th e  o rd inary . H e s ta rted  o f f  w ith  th e  o ccas io n a l b in g e  o f  
b o o ze  an d  pot. H is u se  b ecam e  m o re  freq u en t an d  he  s ta rted  d ea lin g  p o t 
to fund  h is o w n  use. A t firs t he  o n ly  dealt to frien d s bu t he  soon  rea lised  
th a t, ju s t  like a  car, d ru g s p ro v id e  p eo p le  w ith  m o re  and  m o re  friends. 
O w en  so o n  b eg an  u s in g  d ru g s on a da ily  bas is. F o r  a c o u p le  o f  m on ths 
th a t au tu m n , he  s ta rted  each  d ay  w ith  a p o ten t m ag ic  m u sh ro o m  brew  
and  spen t th e  rest o f  th e  d ay  d rin k in g  v o d k a  w h ich  led  to a d rastic  p er­
so n a lity  ch ange.

O w en  so o n  so ld  a ll h is  b e lo n g in g s  and  gav e  m o st o f  h is m o n ey  
aw ay  because  m ateria lism  and  consum erism  w ere  evil. H e w alked  around 
to w n  b le ss in g  p eo p le  an d  e x o rc is in g  th e ir  dem o n s. T h e  to w n  c en tre  w as 
h is  g a rd en  and  he  m ad e  su re  it w as kep t c lean  and  pure. O th e r  d ay s he 
w o u ld  stop  b u se s to  d em o n s tra te  how  m u ch  p o w e r  he  had . H e w ou ld  
s im p ly  w alk  in to  th e  ro ad  and  ra ise  h is hands. T h en  he  m ig h t sh o u t a t a 
co u p le  o f  g irls  an d  ca ll th em  a  co u p le  o f  p ig s an d  th en  go  on  to lectu re 
ab o u t be in g  peace fu l and  to le ran t. I u sed  to  see  h im  w a lk in g  a ro u n d  the 
c ity  c en tre  in the  m id d le  o f  w in te r  w earin g  n o th in g  bu t a  sk irt (?  U n c lea r  
se n ten ce  an d  con tex t). B a re fo o t an d  bare  chest, a rm s reach in g  fo r the  
heav en s , g h e tto -b la s te r  in o n e  han d , sk a teb o a rd  in th e  o ther, sc rea m in g  
a t an y  o n e  w h o  to o k  a  seco n d  look h im . H e c o n tin u ed  ea tin g  m agic 
m u sh ro o m s ev e ry  day.

A t one  po in t, h is p aren ts  w en t on  ho liday  an d  he  p ro ceed ed  to em pty  
th e ir  hou se  o f  all n eg a tiv e  energy. T h e  te lev isio n , th e  V C R , and  the  v ideo  
cam era  a m o n g  o th e r  item s en d ed  up in the  back  g ard en . H e b eg an  to 
p ick  up  litte r  an d  c le a n  the  stree ts . W hen  his m o th e r q u es tio n e d  th is, he 
tried  to  ex p la in  h o w  ev e ry th in g  he  w as d o in g  w as b a ttlin g  th e  th ree  d e ­
m o n s. T h e  b le ss in g , th e  p u rify in g , the  c le a n in g , d e s tro y in g  m ate ria l 
g o o d s, d en o u n c in g  m ate ria l po ssessio n s. So h is m o th e r k ick ed  h im  out.

lovesick
Self-Titled LP

Lovesick is three people front Michigan, making 
music that they love, rooted in the community they 
love. After a few other releases, this is their first 
full-length LP, on Chicago label All Please Sound.

1 can’t really describe the music because I'm  not 
so good at that. I can 't compare them to other 
bands because there’s no handy point of reference. 
I can tell you that there is guitar, bass, drums and 
singing on this record, it’s mostly loud and fast, 

yet always melodic. The music and singing is obviously heartfelt. It's emotional 
hut I wouldn't call it emo. It's based in punk/hardcore but I don't know if I’d call it 
punk rock. Musically, they don't sound like your average band, and there's a level 
o f honesty to them that 1 find lacking in most bands. The music is unique, 
invigorating, and challenging, and it all comes together around thoughtful lyrics 
and singing that is more involved than the usual blah blah mouthpiece blatherings. 
This record is a document of a band that has been making music together long 
enough to really gel, and it’s certainly the best recording of them to date.

What I can say is that I know how much this band’s music and words mean to 
me and a lot o f other people. I know that they completely believe in what they are 
doing, and are a shining example of how to make music in the D1Y scene, as well as 
how to use a band as a tool for opening communication between people; how to 
create and cultivate community through performances and recordings. And they're 
simply just good at what they do. they fucking rock. This is music that 1 don’t only 
enjoy listening to, that not only makes me shake my ass. It completely inspires me 
as well.
- John Gerken

$8ppd in the US from;
All Please Sound 
PO Box 47772 
Chicago, IL 60647

The Inlima
No Lullaby For Sleep CDEP

There are so many good things to say about this 
band that it made w riting this review  a bit 
daun tin g . In ad d itio n  to being  am azing  
individuals, they make some beautiful music 
together. How do you summarize a  general vibe 
that you get when you meet four different people 
who each, in their own way, holds the potential 
to inspire and excite? You don’t, really. So we’ll 

stick with the release for the time being. Themba, Andrew and Alex play the 
traditional rock strings and drums while Nora fills out the sound with her violin. 
Their sound can go from minimalist, repetitive rhythms and riffs to more frenzied 
moments that make you wonder what holds it all together.

The power and beauty of the music might cause you to overlook it on the 
first listen, but the lyrics are all political and deserve recognition as being politically 
charged without bludgeoning the listener with rhetoric. One song starts off with 
Andrew singing an inspiring quote from Emma Goldma. "To the daring, belongs 
the future” repeatedly, and it’s only days later that you realize you’ve had it stuck 
in your head and inspiring your actions. Thousands of progressive thinkers spend 
their entire lives trying to figure out how to make politics accessible. It's easy: 
make sure there is a great soundtrack. Make people dance, bob their heads or lap 
their toes and their hearts and minds are yours. The lntima do just that, and then 
some.
- jason kuesma

$6 ppd in the US from:
Zum Records 
PO Box 4449 
Berkeley. CA 94704 
www.zumonline.com



H e to ld  m e , as he  lau g h ed  hy ste rica lly , “ I o ffe red  m y  m o th e r love and  
she  rep ay s m e  w ith  th is .”  L o o k in g  back , I am  in n o  p o sitio n  to  q u estio n  
h is p a ren ts , b u t th ey  co u ld  n o t h av e  cu t O w en  o f f  a t a  w o rse  tim e . H e 
w as 19.

O n e  day, O w en  left a tra il o f  d es tru c tio n  th ro u g h  th e  to w n  cen tre . I 
d o n ’t k n o w  all th e  d e ta ils , b u t it had  so m e th in g  to do  w ith  b u y in g  an 
app le . E ven  th o u g h  he  d ran k  a  b o ttle  o f  v o d k a  b e fo re  11 a .m . th a t day, 
he still b e liev ed  in th e  p o sitiv e  en ergy  and  g o o d n ess  o f  fru it. H e h ad  no 
m o n ey  on h im  an d  tried  to  co n v in ce  th e  sh o p k e e p e r th a t h e  w o u ld  be  
back  w ith  th e  m o n ey  later. T h e  sh o p k e ep e r o b v io u sly  re fu sed . O w en  
th en  sa id  he  w o u ld  pay  o n e  h u n d red  p o u n d s  fo r  th e  ap p le  i f  o n ly  he 
co u ld  p ay  fo r  it later. A s he  la te r ask ed  m e, “ W h o  w o u ld  re fu se  one 
h u n d red  q u id  fo r an  a p p le ? ”

A fte r  m u ltip le  re fu sa ls , O w en  le ft th e  shop  an d  leav e  a  tra il o f  m ay ­
hem  b eh in d  h im . H e scared  and  in su lted  p eo p le  an d  so m e o n e  c a lled  the  
po lice . T h ey  found  h im  b a th in g  h is w o u n d s in a w a te r  fo u n ta in  a t the  
cen tre  o f  th e  city. C lo th ed  in on ly  h is u n d erw ear, he  w as try in g  to w ash  
aw ay  the  im p u ritie s  w ith  the  icy  w a te r  on  a co ld  F eb ru ary  day.

W h ile  all th is  w as g o in g  on , he  w as lo o k in g  fo r p laces to  sleep  
ev ery  n igh t. A t firs t th is w a s n ’t too  d ifficu lt. H e s tay ed  w ith  o n e  friend  
fo r a  c o u p le  o f  n ig h ts  
an d  th en  m o v ed  to  a n ­
o ther. H e b eg an  to  stay  
w i th  s tu d e n t s  w h o  
rare ly  ob jec ted  w h en  he 
cam e  a lo n g  w ith  boo ze  
a n d  d ru g s . B u t w h e n  
th ey  w ere  a t co lleg e  o r 
h is  f r i e n d s  w e r e  a t 
w o rk ,  h e  r e a r r a n g e d  
the ir h ouses to em it b e t­
te r en e rg y  an d  em p tied  
th e ir  re fr ig e ra to rs  o f  b ad  food.

T h e  n ig h ts  on the  s tree t b ecam e  m o re  freq u en t. T he d ru g s b ecam e 
harder. T h e  b e a tin g s  b ecam e  m o re  severe . T h e  p o lice  b ecam e  less u n ­
d ers tan d in g  an d  so d id  ev e ry o n e  e lse . H is re la tiv es  and  frien d s to ld  h im  
w h ere  to g e t off. T hey  tr ie d  to  sh o w  h im  the  ills o f  h is w ay s , th a t he  had 
no  p o w e r  a n d  th e re  w ere  no  d em o n s to  figh t. N o  o n e  w an ted  to h ea r  
ab o u t the  sp id e rw eb s an d  dem o n s. N o  o n e  w an ted  to  h e a r  w h y  h e  w as 
c o n v in ced  h e  w as th e  sun  ch ild . N o  o n e  w o u ld  listen  w h en  he  to ld  them  
he  w as b lessed . A n d  he  k n ew  th ey  w ere  all w ro n g . H e w as the  o n ly  one 
w h o  k n ew  th e  tru th .

W h o  th e  h e ll w ere  th ey  to te ll h im  he  w as w ro n g ?  H e w as b lessed . 
B u t w h a t y o u  g e t fo r b e in g  b lessed  is life  on  th e  stree ts . B e ing  cu t o f f  
fro m  y o u r  p as t life . P eo p le  w a lk in g  a  w id e  pa th  a ro u n d  you . L one lin ess 
an d  iso la tio n . T h e  lo n g e r O w en  sp e n t on  the  stree ts , the  d e e p e r he  w en t 
in to  h is o w n  im p en e trab le  w o rld . S oon  he  c o n v in ced  h im se lf  h e  w as 
Je sus , i

O w e n  a n d  I.

D u rin g  th is  tim e , O w en  o ccas io n a lly  cam e  to m y house . I lived  
a lo n e  in m y  p a re n ts ’ p lace  w h ile  th ey  lived  o v e rsea s . It w as dry, w arm  
and  hom ey. I w as fa r fro m  w ea lth y  b u t a t lea s t I had  a so lid  ro o f  o v e r  m y 
head . O w en  w o u ld  co m e  o v e r  an d  I w o u ld  o ffe r  h im  a  p ean u t b u tte r  
san d w ich . I re m e m b e r  b e in g  p issed  o f f  th a t he  sc o o p ed  ab o u t a q u a rte r  
o f  the  j a r  o f  p e a n u t b u tte r  in to  each  san d w ich . H e a lw ay s  a sk ed  fo r a  
pa ir o f  socks. A n d  th a t w a s  th e  rou tine . H e cam e  o v e r  an d  w e ch a tted  
ab o u t h is a rre s t o r b ea tin g . T h e  last figh t he  had  w ith  h is p aren ts . T he 
last tim e  h e  w as th e  sun ch ild . T hen  he  w o u ld  hav e  a sa n d w ich , p u t on 
m y sock s an d  leave . \

O n e  day, O w en  cam e  o v e r  and  se em ed  u n u su a lly  ca lm  and  c o l­
lected . W e c o n v e rse d  in a resp ec ta b le  m an n er ab o u t irre lev an t g o in g s 
on. 1 th in k  h e  w as try in g  to  p ro v e  h is san ity  to  m e. T h e  ac t d id n ’t last 
long. O w en  m ad e  h im se lf  c o m fo rtab le  on  th e  se ttee , s tre tch ed  o u t and  
b egan  to  snooze.

“ L o o k  m ate , y o u  c a n ’t sleep  h e re ,”  I sa id , as frien d ly  as I cou ld  
sound .

N o  reply.
“ O w en , m an. I 'm  on  d e lica te  g ro u n d  here . I t ’s n o t m y  h o u se  an d  I 

n ea rly  g o t k ic k e d  o u t m y se lf  last m o n th .”  T h is  w as tru e , b u t th a t is d e f i­
n ite ly  a  s to ry  fo r  an o th e r  tim e.

“ P lease  ... ju s t  fo r  o n e  n igh t. I ’ll s le ep  d o w n  h ere  an d  I ’ll b e  ou t 
firs t th in g  in th e  m o rn in g .”

“N o  I ’m  so rry  ... I ...”
S ilence . W h ile  I try  to recap  h o w  th in g s w en t. L et m e ju s t  re sta te  

th a t I liv ed  in th a t h o u se  a lone . P len ty  o f  ro o m  fo r a g u es t fo r o n e  n ight. 
It w as w arm  an d  co m fo rtab le  an d  no  o n e  w o u ld  ev e r  kn o w  th a t he s tayed  
o v e r  o n e  m easly  n igh t. B u t I h ad  h ea rd  th e  s to ries  an d  feared  fo r the  
te lev is io n , th e  v id eo , th e  o rn am en ts . 1 fea red  he  w o u ld  c le a r  o u t a ll m y 
food. A ll m y  p e a n u t butter.

“ ... I ju s t  c a n ’t le t y o u  stay .”
H e w as v is ib ly  d isa p p o in ted . “W ell can  I u se  y o u r  p h o n e  th en , so I 

can  find  a  p lace  to  c ra sh  to n ig h t? ”
“ O f  course . G o  a h e a d .”
So O w en  p h o n e s  a  few  frien d s , bu t no n e  o f  th ese  p eo p le  are  in the  

m o o d  to  hav e  th e ir  h o u ses re -a rran g ed , b lessed  o r  exo rc ised . O w en  keeps 
p h o n in g  ev e ry  n u m b e r  h e  can  rem em b er. E ven tually , he  reso rted  to  c a ll­

ing h is fam ily . A n  uncle  
p re te n d s  to  be  g la d  to  
h ea r  fro m  h im  b u t a f te r  
a  len g th y  c o n v e rsa tio n  
is u n p rep a red  to  co m e 
an d  p ick  h is n ep h ew  up 
an d  o ffe r  h im  a p lace  to 
stay.

A s m o re  p e o p le  r e ­
je c t  O w en , h e  h as  m o re  
d i f f i c u l ty  p r e te n d in g  
th a t h e  is  a  c a lm  an d  

co llec ted  p erso n . W e can  all p lay  th e  fool. I t’s easy  to  p re ten d  w e  are  
b e in g  ch ased  b y  d em o n s o r  p re ten d  th a t y o u  are  th e  su n  ch ild , b u t w h at 
i f  y o u ’re  c o n v in ced  y o u ’re  th e  sun ch ild  an d  y o u ’re  p re ten d in g  to be  
w h a t ev e ry o n e  e lse  sees as n o rm al?  T h a t m u st be  d ifficu lt an d  I cou ld  
see  th a t O w en  w as re trea tin g  back  in to  h is  ow n  w o rld . H e ev en tu a lly  
c a lle d  h is  p a ren ts , w h o  a t th is  s ta g e  h ad  m o v ed  h u n d red s  o f  m ile s  aw ay. 
T he p h o n e  ca ll d id  n o t go  as h e  p la n n e d  an d  it e n d ed  w ith  h im  in  tea rs .

E n te r  J e s u s  C h r is t .

O w en  s ta rted  to  te ll m e  th a t he  w as Je su s  C hrist. T h e  sa v io u r o f  
m an k in d . H e w as g o in g  to  sav e  every b o d y . I tr ied  to  reaso n  w ith  h im . I 
tr ied  to  tell h im  th a t i f  he  w an ted  help  from  p eo p le  he  co u ld  no t go  
a ro u n d  p ro c la im in g  he  w as Je sus . “ B u t w h y ?  W h o  the  fttck  are  th ey  to  
say  I ’m  n o t Je su s?  I am  an d  th a t is that. I t’s a fact. Y ou can  d en y  it, P e te , 
b u t y o u  w o u ld  b e  w ro n g . Y ou c a n ’t tell m e th a t I ’m  n o t Je su s .”
H e  h ad  a  po in t. H ow  co u ld  I say  he  w as n o t Je su s?  H ere  w as a  y o u n g  
m an  w h o  w as a t h is w its ’ end . H e h ad  been  th ro u g h  so m e  shit. M ay b e  he  
b ro u g h t it up o n  h im se lf  b u t th a t w a s n ’t fo r m e to  ju d g e . A t th a t m om en t, 
I had  a d esp e ra te  p e rso n  w ith o u t a  frien d  in the  w orld  in fron t o f  m e. N o  
p lace  to sleep . N o  food  to  eat. H e is Je su s C hrist. W e a re  a lo n e  in m y 
h ouse . M e an d  h im . N o  o n e  a ro u n d  to  h ea r  o u r  co n v e rsa tio n . N o  o n e  fo r 
m e  to  d isc u ss  O w e n ’s p h o n e  ca lls  w ith . N o  o u ts id e  o p in io n  to  d isc u ss  
h o w  to  h an d le  th e  situ a tio n . Ju s t O w en  an d  m yse lf. Ju s t m e  and  Jesus. 
T h e  sa v io u r h im se lf. A n d  he  is read y  to sav e  m an k in d , i f  on ly  so m e o n e  
w o u ld  h e lp  h im  first. I f  so m e o n e  co u ld  ju s t  tak e  th a t firs t step .

O w en  s ta rted  to  tak e  h is c lo th es  o f f  an d  pray. N e a rly  n ak ed , he  
kne lt in fro n t o f  th e  h a llw ay  m irro r  an d  p ray ed , ro ck in g  b ack  an d  forth  
in d esp e ra tio n . T ears an d  m u ffled  c ry in g  u n d e rn ea th  h is se c re t p ray e rs . I 
c o u ld n ’t s to p  h im . W h o  w a s I to stop  h im ?

1 c a lled  th e  n u m b e r  he  c a lled  last; h is father.
“ I h av e  y o u r  so n  here . H e ’s d esp era te . H e h as n o w h e re  to  go. W h at 

do  I d o ?  O f  c o u rse  i t ’s y o u r  fu ck in g  b u sin e ss , h e ’s y o u r  son. I k now  h e ’s 
d o n e  d ru g s ... Y eah I k n o w  he  w reck ed  y o u r  h o u se  b u t w h a t ab o u t no w ? 
... N ow , r ig h t now ! H e says lie ’s Je su s , h e ’s n ak ed , a lo n e  an d  in m y 
h ouse . H e c a n ’t stay  ... W h a t do  y o u  m ean  i t ’s m y p ro b le m ? ” H e ’s y o u r



(co n tin u ed  from  p. 73) 
fu ck in g  son , m a te !”
H is fa th e r  h ad  h ad  en o u g h . H e sa id  th e re  w as no  m o re  he  co u ld  do  until 
O w en  s ta rted  to h e lp  h im self. O w en  o v erh ea rd  m y  p h o n e  ca ll an d  b o lted  
o u t th e  fro n t door.

I sh o u te d  a f te r  h im . “ I f  y o u  c a n ’t find  an y w h ere  e lse , co m e  b a c k .”
“ Y eah, w h atev er, I ’ll be  all r ig h t,” h e  rep lied .
P athetic . I ’ll help  y o u  i f  n o b o d y  else  does. I f  th e re ’s no  o n e  else, 

co m e  b ack  an d  co u n t on m e. So I b o o ted  Je su s  o u t on  h is  ea r in to  the  
co ld  dark  n igh t. H e w as a rre s ted  and  spen t a co u p le  o f  d ay s  in a ce ll. H e 
la te r to ld  m e it w as the  b es t th in g  th a t co u ld  h av e  h ap p en ed . A t lea s t it 
w as  a b ed  an d  food  fo r a d ay  o r  tw o.

A fte r  he  left, I ca lled  a he lp  line n am ed  th e  S am arita n s  fo r adv ice . 
W h a t co u ld  I do  fo r  O w en ?  H o w  cou ld  I c o n v in ce  h im  to  g e t h e lp ?  H ow  
do  you  g e t so m e o n e  co m m itted , i f  y o u  th in k  th ey  are  a d a n g e r to th e m ­
se lv es and  o th e rs?  I ca lled  th e  S am arita n s b e cau se  o f  m y  fa ilu re  to  be 
one.

1 sp o k e  to  the  goo d  S am aritan  an d  he  sa id  all he  cou ld  do  w as help  
m e b ecau se  I w as the  o n e  w h o  p h o n ed  an d  a sk ed  fo r he lp . I w as the 
S a m a rita n ’s on ly  co n cern  b e cau se  O w en  d id n ’t  m ak e  th e  ca ll. H e w as 
o u t o f  reach .

It is ea sy  to  say  n o w  th a t O w en  w as n e v e r  rea lly  all th a t s ta b le  and  
h is p aren ts  w ere  fa r from  su p p o rtiv e . H e  w as ex p e rien c in g  d ifficu ltie s  a t 
co lleg e  an d  f ind ing  a jo b . To m ak e  m atte rs  w o rse , h e  d isc o v e red  a lcohol 
and  d rugs w h en  he  w as try in g  to  find  o u t w h o  he  w as an d  a sse rt h is

id en tity  . A n d  n o b o d y  e lse  w a n te d  to  know . T h ese  a re  th in g s th a t m ost 
p eo p le  go th ro u g h . M o st o f  us pu ll th ro u g h  it b u t O w en  w as u n ab le  to 
do  so . W as th a t h is o w n  fau lt?

A f te rw a rd .

I to ld  p eo p le  w h o  k n e w  O w en  ab o u t w h a t h ad  h ap p en ed . M o st 
to ld  m e th a t I d id  the  r ig h t th ing , th a t he w as a  nu tter, a  p sy c h o , a 
lunatic  and  a ju n k ie . T he m o re  p eop le  to ld  m e I d id  th e  r ig h t th in g , the  
m o re  te rrib le  I felt. I b ecam e in c reasin g ly  an g ry  a t such  ig n o ran t c o m ­
m en ts  ab o u t O w en . N o  one w an ted  to lo o k  in to  w h y  he  sa n k  to  such  a 
level. A ll th ey  k n ew  w as th a t he  ta lked  n o n se n se , w as f re q u e n tly  ar­
rested , th a t he sm e lled , that he  d id  d rugs and  slep t rough . N o  one w an ted  
to  look  b ey o n d  that. N o  o n e  w an ted  to q u es tio n  h o w  all th is  co u ld  have  
h ap p en ed  o v e r  a  p e rio d  o f  o n e  year.

T his seem s to be the g enera l a ttitude  abo u t hom eless people . People 
th ink  th ey  cou ld  stop  d rin k in g  o r stop  abusing  jo b s  i f  th ey  rea lly  w anted . 
P eople say  th a t th ey  sh ou ld  ju s t  g e t a jo b . P eo p le  say  th ey  d o n ’t w an t 
th e ir  tax es g o in g  to  su p p o rt su ch  stin k in g  and  lazy  p eo p le . T h is  sa d ­
d en s m e  ev en  m ore , esp ec ia lly  a f te r  se e in g  w h a t h ap p en ed  to  O w en  
and  m y  o w n  fa ilu re  to h e lp  so m e b o d y  at th e ir  w i ts ’ end.

A n d  th a t w as m y  re lig io n  do w n  th e  to ile t o n ce  a n d  fo r  all.
T he last I heard  o f  O w en , he  had  ca lm ed  dow n considerably . People 

w ho  saw  h im  said  he  w as a  shadow  o f  h is fo rm er self, ve ry  hum ble  and 
quiet. H ow ever, as ano ther w in te r  approaches he  is still on the  streets. *

T h e  N o r m a l  G u y

F ic t io n  b y  A rro n  S p e n c e r

It felt like tod ay  w as the fu tu re. It w as like w h a t he saw  on T. V. ten  years 
ag o , he th o u g h t, w h ile  he  d rove  h is shiny, s ilvery  spo rts c a r  at 90  m iles 
p er hour, w eav in g  w ith  all the o th e r  sh iny  cars  on  the  gray, c ity  freew ay, 
lin ed  fo r  m ile s  w ith  p re -fab rica tcd  c in d er b lock  w a lls  and brigh t, flashy  
b illboards.

G o in g  90 th e re  w as n o th in g  to see. T im e Hashed by in a  ru sh ed  b lur 
o f  flee tin g  th o u g h ts  and roadside  trash. T hen  the red  lights co llec ted  up 
a h ead  and  ev ery th in g  sud d en ly  slow ed  dow n. A ll the  p eop le  in th e ir  cars 
fe lt stuck  an d  grew  an x io u s and  im patien t in o n e  co llec tiv e ly  felt b lu n t 
em otion . T h e  little  g lim m erin g  bubb les trick led  s lo w ly  do w n  th e ir c h o ­
sen  tribu tary , w eav in g  in and ou t, try ing  to see up  ahead  in an tic ip a tio n  o f  
m o v in g  fast again .

Pie w en t to  w ork  the sa m e  tim e  a s  ev e ry ­
one e lse , every  day, fe lt th e  ru sh  o f  f ly in g  o v e r 
the  sm ooth  p av em en t one  m o m en t and then 
th e  slugg ish  s tra g g le  o f  the  in ev itab le  traffic  
ja m  an instan t later. H is au to m atic  d es ire  w as 
to  g e t off, leave  th e  road , go  so m e w h ere  he 
cou ld  be  free: w h ere  he  d id  n o t hav e  to w ait to 
g e t so m ew h ere , w h ere  he d id n ’t feel like a  
faceless, b lank  num ber, like a d ig it, like e v ­
e ry b o d y  else  on th a t road.

“ H ow  ugly,”  he th o u g h t, “ th a t so m an y  o f  
us ac t o u t the sam e ro u tin e  ev e ry  d ay  o f  the 
w eek .” T here  w as no  b e a u ty  in th e  certa in , 
c o m f o r t a b l e  p r e d i c t a b i l i ty  o f  i t ,  in  th e  
sa m en ess o f  th e  in n u m erab le  b u sin e ss  w o m en  
a n d  m en try ing  w ith  so m u ch  effo rt to  im press 
each o ther, to g e t ahead , c lim b in g  th e ir  w ay  to 
so m e cloudy, hazy, p o o rly  d efin ed  co n cep t o f  
“ su c cess .” E ven th o se  w h o  did n o t des ire  su c ­
cess in an y  co n v en tio n a l se n se  a im ed  fo r  it, 
ch ea ted  fo r  it, cu t c o m e rs  to g e t ahead  o f  the 
o th ers , m ere ly  b ecause  it w as w hat p eo p le  did.

“ W h at a sad  g am e ,”  he tho u g h t. “ E ven  the 
w in n ers  feel like lose rs , as i f  th ey  ju s t  d id n ’t 
do  enough  w ith  th e ir  lives. I t’s a g a m e  that w e



C o m m u n i t y  I n t e g r a t i o n

. . . o r  H o w  I P o t l u c k e d  o n  t h e  C l o c k

b y  L ib b y

P e te  a n d  D u k e *  a re  lik e  m y  n e w  b e s t 
frien d s , tw o  o ld  gu y s w ith  D o w n ’s sy n d ro m e. I 
w o rk  w ith  ad u lts  w ith  d e v e lo p m en ta l d isa b ili­
t ie s  a n d  la te ly  I ’v e  b een  p re tty  p le a se d  w ith  
m y se lf  fo r m y ab ility  to  do  w h a te v e r I w an t on 
th e  c lo ck  as lo n g  as I b rin g  th e  guy s. I t ’s w h a t 
m y  e m p lo y e rs  ca ll co m m u n ity  in teg ra tio n . T h is 
m ean s  g o in g  fo r w alk s on su n n y  d ay s , ch eck in g  
o u t the  a rt m u se u m , h a v in g  co ffe e  a t S tu a r t’s, 
an d  even  lis ten in g  to  v a rio u s  frien d s  p lay  m u sic  
a t bars. I tak e  P ete  an d  D u k e  m o st o ften  b ecau se  
th ey  are  fu n  an d  m ellow . D u k e  is e sp ec ia lly  fond  
o f  co w b o y s and  m u sic , so  a n y tim e  a f rien d  o f  
m in e  is p lay in g  a  g ig  d u rin g  m y sh ifts  I try  to 
sch ed u le  in a  little  co m m u n ity  in teg ra tion . D u k e  
g e ts  so e x c ited  he  stim s out: h is face  lig h ts  up  
w ith  m o u th  s lig h tly  g ap in g , as he pu lls  h is th ick  
h an d s in to w ard s  h is ches t, ten s in g  h is m u sc le s  
so tig h tly  h e  shakes. I t ’s a lm o st o rg asm ic , in a

short, slow , o ld -g u y  k in d  o f  w ay. I love  to  p lan  
co m m u n ity  in teg ra tio n  th a t w ill g iv e  h im  that 
th rill: W illie  N e lso n  on  th e  s te reo  as w e d riv e  
a round  tow n, w a tch in g  co nstruction  sights, lo o k ­
ing  a t llam as, an d  d rin k in g  soda  a t the  b a r  w ith  
c o u n try  m u sic  p lay in g .

So, w e w ere  ou t a t B o u n d a ry  B ay  B rew ery  
lis ten in g  to  R obert B lak e  and  Jan  p lay  so m e old- 
tim e  m u sic  on  g u ita r  an d  m an d o lin  w h en  E rik  
jo in e d  P ete , D u k e  and  1 a t th e  tab le  w h ere  w e  
w ere  s ip p in g  o u r ro o t beers . E rik  can  be  sp o tted  
a t all tim es o f  day  an d  n ig h t a ro u n d  to w n  w ith  
h is backpack . H e ’s a  floater, a  p u n k  fo rest ranger, 
a po litica l u n iv e rs ity  s tu d en t, a w a n d e re r  abou t 
to w n , a  g o o d  guy. H e  in v ited  m e  to  h is b irth d a y  
party . I re g re tfu lly  in fo rm e d  h im  th a t I w o u ld  
be a t w o rk  b u t asked , h a lf-jok ing , i f  1 cou ld  b ring  
the  guys. H e sh ru g g ed  an d  sh o w ed  his cro o k ed  
sm ile— h e ’s up  fo r it i f  th ey  are.

g e t c a u g h t by, ree led  in to  an d  co erced  in to  p lay in g . A nd  on ce  w e ’re  in, 
w ith  o u r d eb ts  and p ay m en ts , w e ’re s tu ck , an d  fo rced  to  rim  a lo n g  th e  
track  un til w e 'r e  fa r en o u g h  ahead  to  slow ' d o w n  an d  tak e  a  p erm an en t 
b reak , w ith o u t g e ttin g  tram p led  b y  a ll th e  o thers, b u t by  th en  m o st o f  us 
are  o ld . M ost p eo p le  rea lly  are  re lu c tan t to play and  ju s t  w a n t to  quit I hear 
it every  day: ‘A rrrgh! I ha te  m y jo b ! ’ Too m an y  p eo p le  liv e  th e  b iggest part 
o f  th e ir  lives stressed . T h e re ’s g o t to  be  som e o ther, b e tte r  w ay  fo r us to  
live o u r liv es.”

H e w o n d ered  w h at w as rea listic  i f  there  w ere  any  w ay  he  cou ld  leave 
and  n e v e r co m e  back . H e w an ted  to  ac tu a lly  liv e  fo r  once, con tin u o u sly  
and  consisten tly , like he  h ad  im ag ined  a s  a  k id , m em o riz in g  sh apes in the 
c lo u d s on lazy  days a fte r  schoo l w ith  Iris friends, s ittin g  a ro u n d , ta lk ing , 
c rack in g  jo k e s , w restlin g  in th e  g ra ss  and  fa llin g  in  love. W as th a t part 
o v e r  a lread y ?  H e fe lt so y oung . It w a s  ju s t  m o n th s ago , h e  th o u g h t, w h en  
h e  las t p lay ed  lik e  a k id  w ith  h is w h o le  g a n g  o f  friends. It fe lt like a dream  
th a t he  co u ld  rem em b er if  o n ly  he  co u ld  m an ag e  to  do le  h im se lf  o u t so m e 
ex tra  tim e  to  th in k  hard  abo u t it. H o w  w o u ld  he  be h ap p y  ag a in  w h en  now' 
h is w h o le  life  rev o lv ed  a ro u n d  h is career, secu rin g  h is fu tu re  and  h is w e e k ­
end  p lan s?  T he p red ic tab ility  le ft a deep  vo id  in him .

“ T he o th e r  o p tio n  is to g e t o f f  th e  track , ju s t  d ro p  o u t o f  the  race , run 
aw ay, q u it co m p etin g , re tire  early , live  sim ply , find  so m e  p eo p le  w h o  w an t 
to do  th e  sam e th in g , w ho  feel the  sam e w ay, an d  live w ith  th em .”

B u t h e  d id n ’t th ink  th a t w o u ld  m ak e  h im  happy. H e d es ired  the  end  o f  
all o f  the  w o rld ’s fran tic  com m o tio n . H e kn ew  that i f  he  ran  aw ay, he 
w ou ld  even tu a lly , on  som e lazy  day, ca tch  sigh t o f  it ag a in  in h is  sm all 
cu rv e  o f  the  w orld . T h e  th o u g h t o f  h av in g  to run  from  it. o v e r  and  over, 
ju s t  to  b e  cau g h t up to aga in  an d  again , m ad e  all h is h o p es o f  an y  p o ss ib il­
ity  in th a t ju s t, green  fu tu re , w h ere  he  h ad  real tim e  to  laugh, p lay , an d  be 
c rea tiv e , fade fa r aw ay  in to  the  d a rk e r  ch am b ers o f  h is  co n sc io u sn ess.

H e  knew  how  the  p a rasitic  n a tu re  o f  m odern  life  w orked . H e u nder­
sto o d  th a t it d ep en d ed  m o re  and  m o re  u p o n  un ex p lo ited  re so u rces in little- 
know n  parts  o f  th e  w orld , w h ere  p eo p le  liv ed  u n in te rru p ted  b y  th e  g rin d ­
ing ro a r  o f  m o d em  c iv iliza tio n ; in n a tu re , w ith  the ir fam ily , friends, and 
land, roo ted , fo r all o f  th e ir  lives w ith o u t m ate ria l needs, an d  w ith  little  
d es ire  fo r the  item s o f  c o n v en ien ce  th a t m o st o f  us no w  d ep en d  on fo r 
su rv iv a l. T h ese  ty p es o f  p eo p le  w ere  p o w erless  ag a in s t the  g rea t m o m en ­
tum  o f  the  ch ao tic  m ach in e . To be o n e  o f  these  p eop le , iso la ted  from  m o d ­

e rn  society , p e rm an en tly  re tired  from  th e  sta rt, w as co m p le te  subve rs io n  
o f  the sta tu s quo . B e fo re  he  w en t th a t ro u te , he w an ted  a rev o lu tio n  in 
co n sc io u sn ess a n d  in the  w ay  “c iv ilized ”  so c ie tie s  v iew ed  th e ir  p o sitio n  in 
the  w orld . G rea t ch an g es  n eed ed  to  b e  m ad e  b e fo re  h e  w as sa fe  liv in g  a  
life ap a rt fro m  th e  b lin d  sc ream  o f  the  m assive  system ..

T here  w as  so  m u ch  he liked , ac tually  loved , ab o u t ex p e rien ce , about 
be in g  a live , aside from  his m ean in g less  jo b . H e hated  M s jo b , b u t o f  co u rse  
he  d id n ’t w a n t to  ad m it it to an y o n e  o r  to  h im se lf, b ecau se  he  d id  it so  
m uch , ev e ry  w eekday , so m etim es S atu rd ay s, an d  b ecau se  so m any  o f  h is 
th o u g h ts  w ere  d ed ica ted  to  it. B u t ju s t  th in k in g  o f  w o rk  w h en  h e  w a s  at 
ho m e o r  fee ling  h ap p y - fo rc in g  h im se lf  ou t o f  bed  e v e ry  m o rn in g , s itting  
in h is car, w a itin g  in  tra ffic  . . .  h e  d read ed  all o f  it w ith  Sw eaty an tic ip a ­
tion , like he  d read ed  bein g  in fro n t o f  a  c row d  w ith o u t any thS jg  to  say. H e 
h a ted  the  co ffe e  ev ery b o d y  d rank  to  stay  aw ake , ba ted  the balm y, s tu ffy  
a ir  in h is  b u ild in g , h a te d  ta lk in g  like a  ro b o t, so p roper, like it w as  the  
arm y, on ly  he  ta lk ed  b u sin e ss in s tea d  o f  m ilita ry  strategy,

A nd th a t w a s  im p o rtan t, he thought. T h e  m ilita ry  is fo rm al, inh er­
en tly  o rgan ized  and p lanned  out. I f  sp o n tan e ity  sh o u ld  o ccu r w ith in  the 
ran k s it m ig h t to p p le  th e  en tire  order. It m ig h t be  like lig h tin g  a  p ow der- 
so a k e d  fuse  w h o se  spa rk  g ro w s in stan tly  in in te n s ity -w ith  v ib ran t v a ria ­
tio n s  o f  c o lo r  un til it b eco m es a  h o t, w h ite  flam e; w ith  the  p o w e r  to  ign ite  
a d ea fen in g , b lin d in g , w indy  ex p lo s io n , th a t topp les e v e ry th in g  that years  
an d  y e a rs  o f  d ed ica tio n , tra in ing , th o u g h t an d  ex p e rien ce  h ad  go n e  into. 
S p o n tan e ity  w o u ld  be th e  ex p lo s io n  d es tro y in g  ev e ry th in g  th a t had  c re ­
ated  th e  slick , g rease d , e ffic ien t m ach in e  th a t n o th in g  cou ld  e v e r  s to p -  
w here  n o b o d y  th o u g h t, an d  n o b o d y  c rea ted , an d  n o th in g  w as  ev e r  o rig i­
nal, w h ere  e v e ry b o d y  looked  th e  sam e, th o u g h t the  sam e, fe lt th e  sam e. 
H e shuddered .

T h is sy s tem , th is  m ach in e , th is b u sin e ss, w as no t h u m an , w as n o t fo r 
hu m an s. It d id n ’t b rin g  an y b o d y  a live , d id n ’t  m ak e  p e o p le  feel loved  or 
nu rtu red . T h is  sys tem  w a s p u re ly  d es ig n ed  fo r effic iency . M is tak es and  
the p eo p le  w ho  m ad e  them  w ere  a lw ay s co rre c ted  o r  d isp o sed  of. A n d  
th o se  w h o  w ere  ex p ec ted  to m ak e  m istak es w e re n ’t even  g iv en  a  chance . 
T h is  w as  n e a r  perfec tio n . A n d  th o u g h  p eo p le  striv e  an d  d ie  fo r the  u lti­
m ate ly  b liss fu l resu lt o f  p e rfe c tio n  and  th a t o n e  g rea t ideal, w h en  so m e­
th in g  ru n s so sm oo th ly , it c a n n o t be h um an  and  can n o t be  a live . W h en  the 
p eo p le  ru n n in g  it feel lik e  d rones, o r face less  insects, like o n e  am o n g s t the



T h e  n ex t d ay  at w o rk  I tr ie d  to  h av e  n o  e x ­
p ec ta tio n s . S o m etim es m y c lie n ts  ju s t  d o  n o t 
w a n t to  h av e  an y th in g  to  do  w ith  m y  se lf-se rv ­
ing  co m m u n ity  in teg ra tio n . O r  all th e  ca rs  w ill 
be  ou t, o r  o th e r  s ta ff  an d  c lien ts  w ill h av e  p lans. 
B u t I g o t to  w o rk  an d  it fe lt like su m m er cam p , 
w ith  ev e ry o n e  sh o o tin g  h o o p s in th e  p a rk in g  lot 
an d  sm o k in g  c ig are ttes . N o  o n e  h ad  p lan s  fo r 
th e  e v en in g  so  m y b ig g es t o b sta c le  w as w h at 
v e g an  d ish  to  m ak e  fo r E r ik ’s b ir th d a y  p o tlu ck . 
I scou red  th e ir  re fr ig era to r and  cupbo ard s. T here  
w as  a  ca rto n  o f  eg g  p ro d u c t w ith  an e -z  p o u r 
spou t, h am , y o g u rt, fish  sticks , ta te r  to ts, an d  a 
m illio n  b o x es o f  H am b u rg e r H e lp e r  and  m a c a ­
ro n i an d  ch eese . I a lm o s t m a d e  T u n a  H e lp e r  
w ith o u t th e  tun a . T hen  I sp o tte d  the  S m o k ey  
C o w b o y  b ean s an d  rice  an d  all th ese  little  box es 
o f  pas ta  d ishes tha t are  se lf-p roc la im ed  g reat side 
d ish es a t y o u r  b a rb ecu e .

T h e  g u y s b u sie d  th em se lv e s  tak in g  apart a 
ste reo  on  the  back porch  w ith  b u tte r kn ives w hile  
I m ade the p rep ackaged  food  and  a b irthday  card. 
A s I lo ad ed  up  b ag s  w ith  th e ir  p la te s  and  cans 
o f  p o p  an d  th e  o b se ss iv e ly  im p o rtan t p a p e r n ap ­
k in , D u k e  g o t m an iaca lly  th rilled  s ig n in g  h is D

all ac ro ss th e  b ir th d a y  card , lau g h in g  an d  lau g h ­
ing  an d  sig n in g  h is  n am e: D D D D D D D D D D . I 
ro u n d ed  th e m  up , s ig n e d  o u t fo r  th e  c a r  an d  w e 
w ere  off.

I t w as  s tran g e  fo r  m e  to  a rriv e  in  a  c a r  and  
I w a sn ’t su re  w h ere  to  park . I rea lized  as I he lped  
th e  g u y s  up  to  th e  h o u se  h o w  ric k e ty  th e  step s 
a re  an d  h o w  th e  c rack s  in  th e  s id e w a lk  w ere  
d if f ic u l t  f o r  th e m  to  n a v ig a te  in  th e  se v e n  
o ’c lo c k  sh a d o w s. W h en  I g o t to  th e  k itch en  I 
w as g ree ted  by  m y h o u sem ates that I h a d n ’t s e e n ' 
fo r  day s , as E rik  w e lc o m e d  us w ith  o n ly  m ild  
su rp rise . R o b e rt B lak e  w as g o in g  to  p lay  som e 
m u sic  la te r  an d  I w a s  p ro u d  o f  ju s t  m ak in g  it 
th e re . I in tro d u c e d  th e  g u y s  a ro u n d , p a ttin g  
m y s e lf  on  th e  b a c k  fo r  w o rk in g  w o rk  in to  m y 
life .

A n d  th en  it g o t tricky , an d  a  b it  aw k w ard , 
as th e  re a lity  o f  th e  s itu a tio n  se t in. T h e  guys 
w e re  n o t v e rse d  in p o tlu c k  e tiq u e tte . I tr ie d  to 
h e lp  th e m  th ro u g h  th e  lin e , p o in tin g  o u t th e  
foo d s th ey  m ig h t like  an d  ad v is in g  th em  to  leave  
fo o d  fo r th e  o th ers  a t th e  party . P e te  w a n te d  a 
h a m b u rg e r  a n d  a ll D u k e  re a lly  w a n te d  w as  
sa lad , w h ich  is s tran g e  becau se  o n e  o f  m y g rea t­

e s t acco m p lish m e n ts  a t w o rk  h as been  slip p in g  
h im  so m e greens u n d e r a  p ile  o f  B ac-O s, cheese , 
an d  ran ch  d ress in g , b u t th e re  w as  n o  sa lad , o r  
m ea t, o n  th e  tab le . P e te  a n d  D u k e  sa t s tiff ly  at 
a  little  ta b le  w h ile  ev e ry o n e  e lse  w as o u t on  the  
p o rch , b a lan c in g  p la te s  on  th e ir  healthy , y o u n g  
knees . P a rt o f  m y  jo b  is to  c o ach  th e m  so th ey  
ea t s lo w ly  and  d o n ’t  c h o k e  o n  th e ir  foo d . T hey  
a te  slow ly. I cou ld  hear th e  c lo ck  tick  as th e  th ree 
o f  u s  ch ew e d  o u r  S m o k ey  C o w b o y  b e a n s  an d  
rice.

I s ta rted  fee lin g  lik e  so m e  se v en th -g rad e  
re jec t s itting  silen tly  in the  c o m e r  w ith  the  ‘tards. 
I ju s t  sa t sta ring  a t m y  p la te , w o n d erin g  w h a t 
w as  I th in k in g , b r in g in g  th e m  to  a  p o tlu c k ?  
P o tlu ck s are  all ab o u t e a tin g  an d  co n v e rsa tio n . 
P e te  h ad  d ec id ed  to  o n ly  g ro w l th a t n ig h t and  
D u k e  is a lw ay s th e  s ilen t co w b o y  ty p e . W h a t 
d o  y o u  d o  w ith  g u y s  w h o  d o n ’t ta lk ?  It to o k  m e 
six  m o n th s  o f  w o rk in g  w ith  P e te  an d  D u k e  to 
lea rn  th e ir  w ay s o f  c o m m u n ic a tin g  w ith  a  few  
signs , m u m b led  lan g u ag e , an d  th e  ritua l o f  th e ir  
days. I a lm o st cried . B e cau se  it w a s n ’t all abou t 
d o in g  w h a t I w a n t to  o n  th e  c lo ck  an d  d rag g in g  
th e  gu y s b eh in d  m e— it w as  ab o u t te s tin g  m y
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en d less  lines o f  ones , w ith o u t co n n ec tio n , love, co lor, o r  ch an g es , w ith ­
o u t d ram a  o r  beau ty  and  all th a t m akes life w orth  liv ing , it c eases to  ex ist 
fo r hum an s, o r  fo r an y th in g  dynam ic . It ceases to be a liv e  in an y  o rgan ic  
sense . In stead  o f  h um ans m ak in g  crea tiv e , o rig in a l d ec is io n s, em u la tin g  
the  d y n am ism  a ttrib u ted  to  a ll th e  liv ing  b e in g s on  earth , instead , th is 
p ro cess w as d evo id  o f  a ll th a t, d evo id  o f  jo y  o r  ev en  tru e  sa tisfac tion . 
T h is  w a s  w h a t  s l a v e r y  
m u s t ’v e  b e e n  l ik e . T h is  is  
w h a t it  m u s t feel like to  b e  a  
com p u ter, to see  the  fu tu re ’s 
c o u rse  a ll p la n n e d  o u t o n  a 
spreadsheet, to sub jec t a b eau ­
tifu l, m ean in g fu l ex is te n ce  to 
th e  co ld , ca lc u la te d , o n e -d i­
m e n s io n a l p la n e  o f  s tra ig h t 
lines an d  perfec t p red ic tab il­
ity.
In the  b u sin e ss w orld , e sp e ­
c ia lly  in the  one he w o rk ed  in,
like th e  m ilita ry , p eop le  d id  n o t run  th e  fac to ries , o r m ak e  the dec is io n s 
b ased  on th e ir  ex p erien ce , in tu itio n , ta len t, o r even  p leasu re . T h ey  le t the  
d em o g rap h ics speak  fo r th em se lves. T hey  le t the  m ach in es  in the  fac to ry  
a ssem b le  th e  parts. T h ey  w aited  fo r the  sto ck  tick e r  to  co m e b ack  to  tell 
them  i f  the ir bu sin ess w as popu lar, w hich  it a lw ay s w as, b ecau se  w ho  
d o e sn ’t need  a fa ste r  m odem , m o re  m em o ry  o r th e  la tes t h ig h -sp eed  p ro ­
cesso r?  It w as b eco m in g  a  g am e  th a t he  p layed , th a t ev ery b o d y  p layed , 
no t b ecau se  it fu lfilled  th e ir  d ream s, b ecause  it m ade them  happy, sa tis ­
fied , loved , o r  b ecau se  they  h ad  a lw ay s w an ted  to do  ju s t  th a t o n e  th ing , 
bu t b ecause  it w as w h at m ad e  th em  m oney, gav e  th em  safety , security , 
m ad e  th em  feel successfu l, w hich  gav e  them  a flee tin g  sen se  o f  acce p ­
tan ce  an d  m ad e  th e ir  p aren ts  p ro u d  o f  them .
“ S ad , its rea lly  sad ,” he  though t, w a itin g  there on  th e  freew ay , late fo r 
w ork , in h is sh in y  c a r  th a t w a sn ’t g o in g  an y w h ere  at a ll, am o n g  lin es o f  
o th e r  peop le , fee ling  sim ila r  fee lings, d o in g  n o th in g  abo u t them , stuck , 
g o in g  no p lace . “T h is  w ay  o f  life  is all co m p le te ly  m ean ing less! W hy 
d o es ev e ry o n e  pu t up  w ith  such  a  w astefu l life : sq u a n d e rin g  th e ir  tim e  at 
co lleg e , g e ttin g  g rades, so  th ey  can  get a d eg ree  and  a d ip lo m a  to sh o w

th e ir fo lk s w h at a goo d  k id  th ey  w ere , w hat a successfu l p e rso n  th e y ’ll 
g ro w  up  to  be . and  then  to g e t so m e jo b  they  hate  so th ey  can  get p ro­
m o ted  la te r  to  an o th e r  jo b  th e y 'l l  hate ev en  m ore, w h ere  th e y ’ll h av e  to  
fo llow  even  m ore ru les  and  ac t like th ey  kn o w  m o re  th an  ev e ry o n e  b e ­
lo w  th em  so  th ey  can  te ll p eop le  w h a t to do . and  get pa id  fo r it, and  be so 
tired  w h en  th ey  g e t ho m e th a t th e re ’s no th in g  th a t so u n d s b e tte r  and  m ore

re la x in g  th a n  to  h a v e  a ll 
th e ir  w o rrie s  an d  co n cern s 
an d  p ass io n s  p laca ted  w ith  
a co ld  b e e r  and so m e  ch ips, 
sa ck ed  o u t in fro n t o f  the  
T.V .. lik e  a b ag  o f  f lo u r?  
W h y  do  p eo p le  pu t up  w ith  
th is w ay  o f  life? I t 's  boring , 
m ean in g le ss , re p e titiv e , it 
m ak es  p e o p le  crazy , s ic k , 
lonely , an d  angry , an d  all 
o u r  rea l liv in g  is d o n e  in  
ju s t  tw o  little  d a y s  a t th e

en d  o f  the  w eek .”
H e cou ld  go  on and  on fo rev e r like that, th in k in g  ab o u t h o w  m u n ­

d an e  h is life  w as , n ev er d o in g  an y th in g  ab o u t it. k n o w in g  the  en tire  tim e 
that i f  he  d id n 't ,  h e ’d  be o ld  soon  and it w ou ld  all be  over, even the 
ab ility  to  c ritiq u e  w o u ld  be d ra ined  from  h in t, w ru n g  o u t o f  h is m in d  and 
d ried  up. H is im ag ination  w ould  w ither. H is cu rio s ity  w ou ld  d isappear. 
H e kn ew  h is life w as short. H e kn ew  how  tim e  w o rk ed , how  it d eceived  
ev ery b o d y  in to  th in k in g  an d  fee ling  that th e y ’ve  go t day s an d  day s un til 
th e y ’ll ac tu a lly  h av e  to stop  for a m om en t, ac t on th e ir  co re  fee lin g s and 
do  so m e g en u in e  th in k in g  ab o u t w h a t it w as b es id es a b ig  hou se  o r  a n ice  
c a r  th a t th ey  w an ted  o u t o f  th is  life. He kn ew  w h a t he  w an ted . A n d  it 
w a s n ’t th is. B ut he w as stuck , in deb t, a fra id , an d  h ad  a lw ay s been  a  
m ed io cre  p erso n  - a  d ream er, no t a  doer. T h is  d ay  w a s  no  d iffe ren t from  
an y  other.

H e felt h o t in h is su it; h is eyes squ in ted  at the  g la re  on the road , a t 
th e  b rig h t re flec tio n s  in h is rea rv iew  m irror. H is co lla r  fe lt tig h t an d  h is 
tie  fe lt tigh ter. H is head  p u lsed  in h is skull. H e fe lt like he w as b e in g  
trap p ed  and  tied  dow n. H e w as o v erw h elm ed  w ith  fru stra tion . H e cou ld



id ea ls  th a t w e  can  h av e  a co m m u n ity  th a t e m ­
b races  P ete  an d  D uke. It w as the  firs t tim e  I had  
in v ited  the  g u y s  to  m y  w o rld , no t so m e  ac tiv ity  
a ro u n d  to w n , to  ju s t  h a n g  ou t. A n d  it  w a s  g o in g  
n o w h ere , slow ly .

B u t th en  p eo p le  s ta rted  f ilte r in g  in fo r se c ­
o n d s, s to p p in g  to  ch a t in th e  co m fy  c h a ir  n ex t to 
o u r tab le . A n d  so m e o n e  sa id , “ H ey  P ete , looks 
lik e  y o u ’re  s till hungry . L e t’s see  i f  th e re ’s an y  
fo o d  le ft in th e  k itc h e n .”  W e all l is ten ed  to  so m e 
m usic  in th e  liv in g  ro o m  an d  th en  I h ad  to  take  
th e  g u y s  back  fo r m e d ica tio n s  and  bed tim e . E v ­
ery o n e  w a s  p o lite  an d  friend ly , ev en  i f  w e  h ad  
n o th in g  to  say. It w as sm a ll, b u t im p o rtan t.

T h a t n ig h t as I h ik ed  h o m e  fro m  w o rk , I 
g o t to  th in k in g  ab o u t th e  w h o le  p a rty  an d  c o m ­
m unity . A n d  w h ile  d ev e lo p m en ta lly  d isa b le d  
g u y s  a re  p re tty  o b v io u s  in th e ir  lack  o f  in te g ra ­
tion , so  m an y  o f  o u r su b c u ltu re s d o n ’t in teg ra te . 
Punks have  a ttitude, h ip p ies are stoners , studen ts 
an d  ac tiv is ts  hav e  th e ir  rh e to ric  an d  ev e ry o n e  
has a d re ss  code. T h e re  are  p eo p le  like E rik , 
w h o  m in g les  w ith  th e m  all in  h is  o w n  u n ifo rm  
o f  w o o l, b u t w e  a ll n eed  so m e in teg ra tio n .

W e n eed  b rid g es, p eo p le  w h o  m ak e  th o se  
co n n ec tio n s  on a p erso n a l bas is , w h o  fin d  the

p o in ts  o f  co m m o n  in te rest, fo rm in g  ind iv id u a l 
re la tio n sh ip s and  slow ly  b rin g  o thers across. W e 
n eed  ac tiv itie s , like a  g ian t c ro q u e t party  o r  b a s­
k e tb a ll g a m e  o r  p in a ta  o r  b u ild in g  h o u se s  o r 
c o o k in g  o r w h atev er, ju s t  so m e th in g  to  o ccu p y  
o u r  han d s w h e n  the  w o rd s are  s lo w  in co m in g . 
C o m m o n  p h y sic a l ac tiv itie s  th a t can  h e lp  us get 
o v e r o u r  fea rs  an d  shyness.

A  g o o d  p a rty  is  re v o lu tio n a ry  in  th a t w ay. 
T h e  ro le  o f  h o ste ss  is  e ssen tia l to  a  d iv e rs if ied  
cause: b e in g  ab le  to  m ak e  c o n n ec tio n s  and  pu t 
p eo p le  at ea se , h e lp in g  to be  th e  a m b a ssa d o r 
b e tw een  se e m in g ly  d isc o n n ec ted  g ro u p s, tran s­
lating  w h en  vo cabu laries and  language fail, help ­
ing  y o u  th ro u g h  the  p o tlu c k  lin e  and  p o in tin g  
o u t w h a t fo o d  y o u  m ig h t like.

S o  I try  to  p la y  h o ste ss  an d  m a k e  w o rk  a 
party . It is esp ec ia lly  ch a llen g in g  b ecau se  P ete  
and  D u k e  are  fro m  a g en e ra tio n  o f  p e o p le  w h o  
w ere  in s titu tio n a lized  w ith o u t question . D o c to rs  
to ld  co n fu sed  p aren ts  th a t th e  b es t th in g  fo r th e ir  
ch ild  w o u ld  be  to  tak e  th em  o u t o f  th e ir  hom e. 
F ifty  y ea rs  ago , th a t  m e a n t s ittin g  in a u rin e- 
s ta in e d  c o m e r  an d  w a tch in g  TV, an d  h av in g  all 
y o u r  p o w e r  an d  c h o ice  tak en  aw ay. I f  th ey  had  
b e e n  ra ised  a ro u n d  th e ir  fam ilie s  o r  in a  p ro ­

g ress iv e , su p p o rted , liv ing  situ a tio n  like th ey  
a re  in now , I b e liev e  th ey  w o u ld  be  m o re  so ­
c ia lly  adep t. T h ey  w o u ld  p o ss ib ly  h av e  g rea te r  
lan g u ag e  c ap ab ilitie s  i f  th ey  h ad  b een  ta lked , 
read  o r  p lay ed  w ith  as ch ild ren . It se em s a  lot 
o f  th e  ad u lts  I w o rk  w ith  a re  n o t so m u ch  c h a l­
len g ed  b y  th e ir  p h y sic a l c o n d itio n s  b u t b y  b e ­
in g  ra ised  in  fu ck ed  up  s itu a tio n s . T h e y  all have  
q u irk y  h ab its  an d  re b e llio n s  re la te d  to  fo o d  an d  
h y g ien e  a re  o ften  b ased  o n  th e  w ay s  th ey  w ere  
tre a te d  as k id s . Y et m y  c lie n ts  sp e n d  m u ch  o f  
th e ir  en e rg y  try in g  to  b e  n o rm a l A m erican s: 
d r e s s in g  in  n o n - d e s c r ip t  c lo th e s , e a t in g  a t 
M c D o n a ld ’s, an d  v a c a tio n in g  a t D isn ey lan d . 
W h ich  is funny, b e cau se  I sp e n d  m u ch  o f  m y 
en ergy  try in g  to  avo id  and  su b v e rt hom o g en ized  
A m erican  cu ltu re .

W ork isn ’t all p o tlu ck s  an d  co u n try  m u ­
sic . E v e ry  tim e  I ta lk  ab o u t w o rk  I rea lize  how  
m u ch  1 learn  from  th e  c h a llen g e  o f  a ssis tin g  
fo lk s  in da ily  liv in g , h o w  o ften  I see  m y s e lf  in  
th ese  d isa b le d  adu lts. P e te  h as  b e e n  teach in g  
m e ho w  to be  affectionate . W h en  h e ’s no t g ro w l­
ing , h e  h o ld s m y  h an d  an d  d an ces  w ith  m e , and  
p lay fu lly  p re ten d s  to p u n ch  an d  sh o o t m e. A nd  
Sal is ju s t  like m o st p eo p le , w ith  the  w ay  she 
ta lk s ab o u t w o rk  an d  fam ily , d a te s  an d  p rim p ­
in g  an d  h e r  ca t. T h e  fu n n y  p a r t is th a t’s a ll she  
sa y s , r e p e a te d ly : “ W o rk .”  “ D e b b ie .”  “ I g o t 
d a te .”  “ S h o w er.”  “ K itty -k itty .”  S h a ro n  an d  
R oger, w ith  th e ir  ro m an tic  re la tio n sh ip , sh o w  
m e all th e  w ay s th a t m en  an d  w o m en , an d  ro o m ­
m ates , are  sw ee t a n d  f ig h t an d  m iss -c o m m u n i-  
ca te . T h e re  is  a lw ay s so m e th in g  ju s t  s lig h tly  o f f  
ab o u t it, m ak in g  it is h u m o ro u s  an d  ob v io u s, 
an d  en ligh ten ing . W e hav e  p arties  w h ere  p eo p le  
g e t ex c ited  an d  stim  o u t, f lip p in g  fo rk s  ac ro ss 
th e  ta b le , o r  b e c o m e  fru s tra ted  b e c a u se  th ey  
w a n t to  sit in th a t c h a ir  o r  hav e  m o re  cake.

M a y b e  m o st se lfish ly , I leav e  w o rk  th a n k ­
fu l o f  m y  cap ab ilitie s . I can  d riv e  an d  w rite  
c h eck s  an d  w ash  m y  h a ir  i f  I ch o o se  to . I can  
m ak e  ch o ices  ab o u t sh o w erin g  an d  leav in g  m y 
h ouse . I can  fall in love an d  g e t p issed  o f f  o r  be  
m essy  o r  lazy, an d  no one d o cu m en ts  it in a 
lo g b o o k  fo r  th e  s ta te  to  in spect. I h av e  frien d s , 
load s o f  th em , and  I can  m ak e  n ew  o n es w h e n ­
e v e r  I w an t. I can  ca ll m y  p a re n ts  on  th e  te le ­
p h o n e  w ith o u t n e e d in g  a s s is ta n c e  d ia lin g  o r 
speak in g . I can  o rd e r  fo o d  in  a  re s ta u ra n t w ith ­
o u t b e in g  asked  to  rep ea t m y se lf  tw en ty  tim es.

W h y  do  I ge t p a id  to  tak e  o ld  gu y s w ith  
D o w n ’s sy n d ro m e  to  p o tlu ck s?  W h y  do  I fill 
o u t fo rm s on  co m m u n ity  in teg ra tio n  a t th e  end 
o f  m y  sh if t?  B e c a u se  g e ttin g  o v e r  fea rs  and  
m isco n c ep tio n s  o f  o th e rs  d o e s n ’t  co m e  n a tu ­
rally  fo r g roups w ho  have been  trad itionally  seg­
reg a ted . It is as im p o rtan t fo r m y  g u y s  to  learn  
ho w  to  in te rac t in so c ia l s itu a tio n s  as it is  fo r 
th e  co m m u n ity  to  se e  th ese  g u y s  liv in g  th e ir  
liv es. W h en  th ey  a re  o u t re n tin g  a  m o v ie , sh o p ­
p in g  a t th e  m all o r  d an c in g  a t a  bar, p eo p le  hav e  
th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  se e  th a t fo lk s w ith  d e v e lo p ­
m en ta l d isa b ilitie s  a re n ’t freak s, co n ta g io u s  o r 
dangero u s. A n d  som etim es P ete  an d  D u k e  need 
a little  he lp  to  g e t o u t o f  th e ir  ap a rtm e n t an d  try  
so m e th in g  n ew  in  th e  w o rld . D o n ’t w e  a ll?  *

* c lien ts  n am es h av e  b een  ch an g ed

feel th e  p ressu re  b u ild in g , h is head  poun d in g . H is sk in  tick led  w h ile  co ld  
trick le s  o f  sw eat b ead ed  on h is fo rehead . H e n eed ed  to  be  re leased , fe lt 
the re  w as n o w h ere  he cou ld  go, n o th in g  he cou ld  do. T h ese  fee lings, 
th o u g h ts  an d  p ro b lem s w ere  en g u lfin g  h im , sw allo w in g  h im  and  he  w as 
d ro w n in g  in the  ob liv ion  o f  the  su ck in g , em p ty  v acu u m  in to  so m e u n ­
k n ow n  d arkness. H e had  to do so m eth in g  N O W  or he  w o u ld  ex p lo d e  
w ith  en erg y  an d  m adness.
H e fe lt like he  w ou ld  do  so m eth in g  “ irra tio n a l."  “ D o n ’t g e t c razy ,"  he  
to ld  h im se lf, tak ing  a few  deep  b rea ths o f  recy c led  freew ay  air. H e tu rned  
on  th e  a ir  co n d itio n in g  and  he found  so m e so o th in g  m usic  on  th e  radio . 
H e looked  a ro u n d  a t all the  o th e r  p eo p le  in th e ir cars. T hey  lo o k ed  dull 
an d  anx ious. T hey  all lo o k ed  ju s t  like he  felt. H e pu t o n  h is d ark est su n ­
g lasses and  w ith  h is fee lings ca lm ed , d ream ed  o f  w h at he  w o u ld  d o  once  
h e  go t o f f  o f  w ork . A s he d ay d ream ed , he  n u d g ed  h is ca r fo rw ard  a  few  
feet a lo n g  th e  road: a  few  feet c lo se r  to w ork , a few  fee t c lo se r  to  the 
w eek en d , a few  feet c lo se r  to  th o se  tw o  w arm  w eek s in H aw aii, a  few  
feet c lo se r  to  re tirem en t, o ld  age  and  all that lay  ahead  in h is sho rt life 
that w as s low ly  m e ltin g  aw ay, d ay  b y  day. B ut he  tried  n o t to th in k  about 
that. "T h in k  G ood  T h o u g h ts ,"  he  read  on  th e  b u m p er in fron t o f  him . 
T h ink  goo d  though ts. A nd he sta rted  fee lin g  better, w ith  the  coo l a ir  d ry ­
ing h is sw ea ty  han d s and  the m ello w  m u sic  so ften in g  h is anxiety ..

H e had  to d o  h is  jo b .
H e c o u ld n ’t ju s t  N O T  go  to w ork .

S oon  he w as co n ten t s ittin g  in traffic , w ith  the  ca lm  v o ices on  the  rad io  to 
so o the  h im , look ing  o u t the  w in d o w  and  in the m irror, ju s t  th in k in g  softly, 
like all the  rest o f  th e  p eo p le  in th e ir  cars. “ 1 guess i t ’s ju s t  w h a t I have  to 
do. T h is  is ju s t  h o w  p eop le  live th ese  days. T h e re ’s no  g o in g  back. T h is  is 
reality . Y ou c a n 't  ju s t  ch an g e  rea lity .”  H e felt like he  co u ld  n ev e r m en d  
these  fee lin g s o f  p o w erle ssn ess so  he  c o m fo rted  h is co m placency , and 
gav e  in fo r th e  m om en t, fee lin g  im p o ten t ab o u t h is sih ia tio n , and  ju s t  
tried  to fo rget abo u t it. H e d id n ’t feel like figh ting  and  all he rea lly  w an ted  
to do  w as go  back  to bed , he though t. H e b lam ed  the  day  o f  th e  w eek  fo r 
how  he  felt. H e w as hard  on h im se lf  o v e r the  w eek en d . It w as n o rm a l to 
feel like this. E verybody felt like this. T h is w as ju s t  how  M ondays w ere. *



T o w a r d s  S o c i a l  J u s t i c e :

E l i z a b e t h  ‘ B e t i t a ’  M a r t i n e z

b y  C h r i s  C r a s s

“ E lizab e th  'B e t i ta ' M artin ez  is a n a tio n a l an d  in te rn a tio n a l trea ­
sure. H er life  an d  w o rk  p ro v id e  a  m o d e l o f  in te rn a tio n a lism  an d  so lid a r­
ity, as w ell as lo ca l o rg an iz in g . 'T h in k  g lobally , ac t locally" w as  h er 
p r a c t i c e  lo n g  b e f o re  th e  s lo g a n  w a s  c r e a te d .  “ F ro m  w o r k  f o r  
d eco lo n iza tio n  a t th e  U n ited  N a tio n s , to  the  C iv il R igh ts M o v e m en t, to  
p io n eerin g  the  w o m e n 's  lib e ra tio n  m o v em en t, to  local o rg an iz in g  in N ew  
M ex ico  an d  C a lifo rn ia , to to p -ra te  jo u rn a lism  and  po litica l theory , B e tita  
co n tin u es  to  b laze  tra ils  an d  c rea te  p rice less  leg ac ies , m e n to rin g  co u n t­
less  soc ia l ac tiv is ts , y o u n g  and  o ld , m ale  an d  fem ale , p eo p le  o f  all c o l­
o rs, g ay  an d  stra igh t, a lw ay s w ith  a s to n ish in g  p a tien ce  and  in te llig en ce .” 
T h is  is h o w  R o x an n e  D u n b ar-O rtiz  d esc rib es  h e r  frien d  o f  30  years. 
D u n b ar-O rtiz  h as b een  in v o lv ed  in rad ica l p o litic s  and  ac tiv ism  sin ce  
the  six ties . S he fo u n d ed  o n e  o f  the  firs t g ro u p s  o f  th e  W om ens L ib e ra ­
tion  M o v e m en t, C e ll 16 and  h e lp ed  ed it th e ir  jo u rn a l, “ N o  M o re  F un  
an d  G a m e s” . S he is th e  a u th o r  o f  R ed  D irt: G ro w in g  U p  O k ie  an d  sh e ’s 
a reg u la r  re a d e r  a t th e  A n arch is t C a fe  n ig h ts  in S an  F ran c isco .

E lizabeth  ‘B e tita ’ M a rtin ez  lives in the  M ission  D istric t o f  San F ran ­
c isco , w h ere  she  is in v o lv ed  in m an y  d iffe ren t p ro jec ts  and  cam p aig n s . 
H er m a in  p ro je c t is th e  In stitu te  fo r M u ltiR ac ia l Ju s tice , w h ich  sh e  co ­
fo u n d ed  in 1997. S he se rv es as th e  co -c h a ir  o f  th e  In stitu te  an d  ed its  the  
In s titu te s  p u b lic a tio n , S h ad es o f  P ow er.

T h e  In stitu te  a im s to  “ se rv e  as a  re so u rce  c en te r  th a t w ill s tren g th en  
th e  s tru g g le  ag a in s t W h ite  S u p rem acy  by  co m b a tin g  the  tac tics  o f  di- 
v id e-an d -c o n tro l an d  ad v an c in g  so lid arity  am o n g  p eo p le  o f  co lo r”  (from  
th e  g ro u p ’s M issio n  S ta tem en t).

T h e  In stitu te  se rv es as a  c lea rin g h o u se  o f  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t jo in t  
w o rk  don e  b y  co m m u n itie s  o f  co lo r  locally , re g io n a lly  an d  e v en tu a lly  
on  a n a tio n a l bas is . T h e  In stitu te  p ro v id es  ed u ca tio n a l m a te ria ls  to  help  
b u ild  g re a te r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  an d  resp ec t b e tw een  p eo p le  o f  color. W ork­
ing  to  bu ild  so lid a rity  b e tw een  co m m u n itie s  o f  co lor, th e  In stitu te  ho lds 
ed u ca tio n a l fo ru m s on  to p ic s and  issu es th a t are  n o t on ly  im p o rtan t to 
co m m u n itie s  o f  color, b u t th a t h av e  d iv id ed  p eo p le  o f  color. F o ru m  to p ­
ics hav e  in c lu d ed  im m ig ran t r ig h ts  an d  b ilin g u a l ed u ca tio n  and  th e  th ese  
ev en ts  b rin g  to g e th e r  o rg an ize rs  fro m  v a rio u s  g ro u p s  to  h av e  a d ia lo g u e  
ab o u t the  issues. T h ese  fo ru m s an d  o th e r  w o rk  d o n e  by  th e  In stitu te  try  
to  p ro v id e  a s ite  fo r p eo p le  from  d iffe ren t co m m u n itie s  o f  c o lo r  to  m ee t 
w ith  each  o th e r  an d  fin d  w ay s to  su p p o rt o n e  ano ther.

In O c to b e r  o f  1999, M a rtin e z  an d  th e  In s titu te  p u t to g e th e r  the  
S h ad es o f  P o w er F estiv a l: A llian ce  B u ild in g  W ith  F ilm  an d  V ideo. T h e  
fe s tiv a l’s p ro g ram  sta ted , “ th e  m o v ies  sh o w  h o w  d iffe ren t p eo p les  o f  
c o lo r  in the  U .S . h av e  re la ted  an d  w o rk ed  to g e th e r  in co m m o n  s tru g g les 
fo r soc ia l ju s tic e . A  few  o f  the  v id eo s  focu s on  a s in g le  g ro u p  w h o se  
stru g g le  co n tin u es  to d a y  an d  n eed s  su p p o rt fro m  o th e r  p eo p le  o f  co lo r.” 
T h e  festiv a l fea tu re d  m o v ies  ab o u t E thn ic  S tu d ies s tu d e n t s tr ik es  in  ‘68- 
’69, th e  P uerto  R ica n  Y oung  L ord s Party, A n g e la  D av is , Ju n e  Jo rd an , 
Yuri K o ch iy am a, th e  Ja p a n e se  In te rn m en t C a m p s d u rin g  W W II, h o u s­
in g  stru g g les  by  L a tin o s , F ilip in o s , A frica n -A m erican s , rep re ss io n  and  
re s is tan ce  a t the  U .S . M e x ico  b o rder, lab o r o rg an iz in g  an d  en v iro n m e n ­
tal ju s t ic e  cam p aig n s . In a ll, ab o u t 20  film s w ere  v iew ed . B e tw een  m o v ­
ies, there  w ere  fou r d iscussion  pan e ls  w ith  o rgan izers from  various g roups 
on  g en tr ifica tio n  in  San F ran c isco , im m ig ran t r ig h ts  an d  en v iro n m en ta l 
ju s tic e . H u n d red s  o f  p eo p le  w en t to  th e  festiva l.

T he o th e r  m ain  pro jec t o f  the  Institu te  is pub lish in g  S hades o f  Pow er. 
It is p u b lish ed  as a step  in th e  d irec tio n  o f  c rea tin g  an an ti-rac is t, an ti­
ca p ita lis t id eo lo g ica l c lim ate . S h ad es o f  P ow er, w h ich  is cu rre n tly  on  its 
6 th  issue , is full o f  a rtic le s  on  o rg an iz in g  a ro u n d  e n v iro n m en ta l ju s tic e  
issues, p o lice  b ru ta lity , v io len ce  in p u b lic  sc h o o ls , w o rk e rs ’ righ ts , im ­

m ig ra tio n  an d  in ca rce ra tio n  - to  n am e  a few . A ll o f  the  a r tic le s  fo cu s on 
p ro -ac tiv e  ca m p a ig n s  an d  p o sitiv e  ac tiv ism  w ith  sp ec ia l a tten tio n  paid  
to a llian ce  b u ild in g  am o n g  p eo p le  o f  color.

S h ad es o f  P o w e r  h e lp s th e  In s titu te  w o rk  to w ard s  th e ir  lo n g -te rm  
goals . A cco rd in g  to  th e ir  m iss io n  sta tem en t, th e  In stitu te  is  “co m m itted  
to  lin k in g  th e  s tru g g le  o f  T h ird  W orld  un ity  w ith  s tru g g les  to  bu ild  a 
new  so c ie ty  free  o f  c la ss  re la tio n s , sex ism , h o m o p h o b ia , en v iro n m en ta l 
abuse , an d  th e  o th e r  d ise ases  o f  o u r tim es” .

W o rk in g  w ith  w o m e n ’s g ro u p s is a  specia l focu s o f  th e  In stitu te , 
“ b ecau se  w o m en  h a v e  o ften  taken  the  lead  in b u ild in g  a llian ces  am o n g  
p eo p le  o f  c o lo r” . O rg an iz in g  w ith  you th  is a lso  a m a jo r  focus o f  the 
In s titu te  w ith  th e  g o a l o f  d ev e lo p in g  au to n o m o u s y o u th  in itia tiv es. T he 
In s titu te  w as  a c tiv e  in th e  y o u th  led  cam p aig n  ag a in s t P ro p o s itio n  21 in 
C a lifo rn ia . P ro p  2 1 , th e  ju v e n ile  c rim e  in itia tiv e , m ak es it ea s ie r  to  p ro s­
ecu te  ch ild ren  as ad u lts , b ro ad ly  d efin es g an g s an d  g an g  m e m b e rsh ip  to 
in c lu d e  m o st asp ec ts  o f  h ip -h o p  cu ltu re  an d  c rim in a liz es  it and  p lay s on 
soc ial fea rs  o f  c rim e  co m m itted  by  y o u n g  p eo p le  o f  c o lo r  - reg a rd le ss  o f  
th e  fact th a t v io le n t y o u th  c rim e  has d ec lin ed  s ig n if ican tly  in th e  last 
few  years . W h en  y o u th  o rg an iza tio n s  like T h ird  E ye M o v e m en t. H om ey  
N e tw o rk  an d  th e  C ritica l R e sis tan c e  Y outh T ask  F o rc e  m o b iliz e d  and  
o rg an ized  th o u sa n d s  o f  y o u n g  p eo p le , the In s titu te  o ffe red  su p p o rt and  
so lidarity . A s R o x a n n e  sta te d  earlie r, B e tita  is a m en to r  to  co u n tle ss  ac ­
tiv is ts  an d  o rg an izers . H er y ea rs  o f  ex p e rien ce , h e r  firm  d ed ic a tio n  to 
rad ica l soc ia l ch an g e  an d  h e r  w isd o m  and  in s ig h ts  in to  o rg an iz in g  hav e  
in flu e n ced  and  in sp ired  m an y  w h o  are  ac tiv e  today , e sp e c ia lly  y o u n g  
w o m en  o f  co lo r  o rgan izers .

In a d d itio n  to  th e  In stitu te , M a rtin ez  is a lso  in v o lv ed  w ith  m any  
d iffe ren t o rg an iza tio n s  in  th e  B ay  A rea , su c h  as th e  W o m en  o f  C o lo r  
R e so u rce  C e n te r  an d  M ed ia  A llian ce . B e tita  is a lso  th e  a u th o r  o f  the  
b o o k  D e  C o lo res  M e a n s  A ll O f  U s: L a tin a  Views o f  a  M u lti-C o lo re d  
C en tu ry , p u b lish ed  b y  S ou th  E n d  P re ss  in 1998.

B e tita ’s boo k , D e  C o lo res  M e a n s  "A ll O f  Us, w h ich  h it  th e  she lves 
last year, is a  ch ro n ic le  o f  o rg an iz in g  and  a llian ce  b u ild in g  th ro u g h o u t 
h e r  years  o f  w ork . T h e  b o o k  is a co llec tio n  o f  e ssay s  th a t ran g e  from  
d isc u ss io n s  on  a ttack s  ag a in s t im m ig ran t rig h ts  an d  a ffirm a tiv e  ac tio n  
to  c o n te m p o ra ry  s tru g g les  fo r E thn ic  S tu d ies lead  b y  L a tin a /o  you th . 
B e tita ’s bo o k  is fu ll o f  e ssay s  th a t d ev e lo p  a rad ica l C h ica n a  p e rsp ec tiv e  
an d  an a ly s is  on  soc ie ty , race  re la tio n s, h isto ry , d y n am ics  b e tw e e n  m en 
an d  w o m en  in p a s t an d  p resen t ac tiv ism  an d  on  th e  fu tu re  o f  b u ild in g  a 
m u ltirac ia l, an ti-rac is t, q u ee r  lib era tion ist, fem in ist, an ti-cap ita lis t m o v e­
m ent. T h e  e ssay s are  p ack ed  w ith  sto ries , ex am p les  o f  p a s t ac tiv ism , 
m o d els  o f  p as t and  p re se n t o rg an iz in g  and in sp ira tio n  to  im p lem en t les­
so n s in the  b o o k  in to  o u r o rg an iz in g  efforts.

E lizab e th  M a rtin ez  traces h e r  po litica l co n sc io u sn e ss  back  to  h er 
ch ild h o o d . H er fa th e r  h ad  m o v e d  from  M e x ico  in to  th e  U S  an d  a fte r  
qu ite  a  few  y ea rs  o f  fin an c ia l h ard sh ip  end ed  up  w o rk in g  in W ash ing ton  
D C  as a  se c re ta ry  in the  M e x ican  E m bassy . S he rem em b ers  g ro w in g  up 
w ith  s to ries  o f  th e  M e x ican  R ev o lu tio n , Z ap a ta  an d  U S  im p eria lism . 
A lso , M a rtin ez  g rew  up in  a m id d le -c la ss  w h ite  su b u rb  o f  D C  and  w as 
th e  on ly  p erso n  o f  co lo r  in sch o o l, w h ich  m ad e  h e r  p a in fu lly  a w are  o f  
rac ism  and  w h ite  sup rem acy . A fte r  W orld W ar II, M a rtin ez  w e n t to w o rk  
a t the  U n ite d  N a tio n s  as a  re se a rc h e r  on  co lo n ia lism  d e c o lo n iz a tio n  ef­
fo rts  an d  s tra teg ies . D u rin g  th e  M cC arth y  E ra , h e r  sec tio n  c h ie f  and  
o th e r  co -w o rk e rs  a t th e  U N  w ere  fired  fo r h av in g  p as t o r  p re se n t c o n ­
n ec tio n s w ith  C o m m u n ism . In  1959, th ree  m o n th s  a f te r  th e  C u b an  R e v o ­
lu tio n  c la im e d  v ic to ry , M a rtin e z  w e n t to  C u b a  to  w itn e ss  a  su c cess fu l 
an ti-co lo n ia l, so c ia lis t stru g g le . T h is  trip  to C u b a  h ad  a  p ro fo u n d  im pact 
o n  her.
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In a d d itio n  to  C uba , M a rtin ez  la te r  trav e led  to  th e  S o v ie t U n ion , 
P o land , H un g ary , V ie tnam  (d u rin g  th e  w ar)  an d  C h in a  to w itn ess  how  
p eo p le  w e re  im p lem en tin g  soc ia lism .

W h en  the  sit-in  m o v em en t sw ep t ac ro ss the  S ou th  in 1960, a  new  
and  e x c itin g  fo rm  o f  d irec t ac tio n  o rg an iz in g  w as tak in g  sh a p e  w hich  
so o n  lead  to  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  the  S tu d en t N o n -V io len t C o o rd in a tin g  
C o m m ittee . S N C C  w as one  o f  the  m o st im p o rta n t o rg an iza tio n s  o f  the  
19 6 0 s as it su c cess fu lly  ex p e rim en ted  w ith  v ario u s  fo rm s o f  co m m u ­
n ity  o rgan iz ing , d irec t ac tion  tac tics , rad ica lly  d em o cra tic  d ec is io n -m ak ­
ing and an  eg a lita rian  v ision  th a t in sp ired  and  in flu e n ced  coun tless  o th er 
g ro u p s an d  p ro jec ts  in th a t ‘60s and  in to  today. W h ile  S N C C , a lo n g  
w ith  th e  S o u th ern  C iv il R ig h ts  M o v e m en t, is g en e ra lly  rem em b ere d  as 
a B lac k  led  s tru g g le  w ith  th e  in v o lv em en t o f  w h ite s  - B e tita  w as o n e  o f  
tw o  C h ica n as  w o rk in g  fu ll- tim e  fo r S N C C ; M a ria  V arela  w as  a lso  a 
S N C C  organ izer. M a rtin ez  o rig in a lly  se rv ed  as th e  d ire c to r  o f  S N C C ’s 
o ffice  in  N e w  Y ork. B e tita  e d ited  th e  p h o to  h is to ry  b o o k , T h e  M o v e­
m en t, w h ich  n o t on ly  ra ise d  fu n d s fo r S N C C , b u t a lso  b ro u g h t g rap h ic  
im ag es o f  th e  C iv il R igh ts m o v em en t in to  h o m es ac ro ss th e  U n ited  
S ta tes. M a rtin ez  w as an  o rg an ize r  w ith  S N C C  in 1964 d u rin g  th e  M is­
sissip p i S u m m er p ro je c t (o ften  re fe rred  to  as F re ed o m  S u m m er).

In  1968, a  y e a r  o f  re v o lu tio n  an d  rep re ss io n  a ro u n d  th e  w o rld , she 
m o v ed  to  N ew  M ex ico  to  w o rk  in  th e  land g ran t m o v em en t o f  C h ican o s/ 
as s tru g g lin g  to re c o v e r  lan d s lo st w h en  the  U S to o k  o v e r  h a lf  o f  M ex ico  
w ith  the  1846-48 w ar. T here  she  launched  an im p o rtan t m o v em en t n ew s­
paper, El G rito  del N o rte  (T h e  C ry  o f  the  N o rth ), an d  co n tin u ed  p u b ­
lish in g  it fo r  5 y ea rs  a lo n g  w ith  o th e r  ac tiv ism . E l G rito  rep o rted  on 
in te rn a tio n a l ac tiv ism  an d  so u g h t to  sh o w  c o n n ec tio n s  b e tw e e n  d iffe r­
en t s tru g g les . A t th e  C h ica n o  C o m m u n ica tio n s  C en te r, w h ich  she  co ­
fo u n d ed  in  A lb u q u erq u e , she  e d ited  th e  b ilin g u a l p ic to ria l v o lu m e  500 
Y ears o f  C h ica n o  H is to ry  a t a tim e  w h en  a lm o st no  b o o k s  ex is te d  on the  
su b jec t. T h e  p ic to ria l b ecam e  the  b as is  o f  h e r  ed u ca tio n a l v id eo  V iva 
La C ausa! w h ich  has been  show n  at film  fe stiv a ls  and  c la ssro o m s acro ss 
the  country . In  all o f  th is  ac tiv ism , she  w o rk ed  w ith  an d  tra in e d  m an y  
y o u n g  C h ican as/o s .

In th e  la te  ‘6 0 s w h en  th e  W o m en ’s L ib e ra tio n  M o v e m en t ex p lo d ed  
ac ro ss th e  co u n try  w ith  fem in is t g ro u p s, p u b lica tio n s , p ro te s t ac tions, 
m an ife s to s  and  sp e ak ers  e v e ry w h ere , E liza b e th  M a rtin ez  w as in N ew  
M ex ico^jie lp ing  sh a p e  the  n ew ly  d ev e lo p in g  m o v em en t. In h e r  essay, 
“ H is to ry  M ak es U s, W e M ake H is to ry ”  fro m  th e  an tho lo g y , T h e  F e m i­
n ist M em o ir Project: V oices F ro m  W o m en ’s L ibera tion , B e tita  ta lks about 
d e v e lo p in g  a C h ica n a  fem in ism  th a t co n fro n ts  race , c lass  an d  g en d e r 
inequality . In  th a t essay  she  w rite s  ab o u t the  w h iten ess  o f  the  W o m en ’s 
L ib e ra tio n  M o v e m en t an d  th e  se x ism  in th e  C h ica n o  M o v e m e n t and  
th e  n eed  to  s tru g g le  ag a in s t a ll fo rm s o f  op p ress io n . D u rin g  th is  tim e, 
B e tita  w as m ad e  an h o n o ra ry  m e m b e r o f  W IT C H  (W o m en ’s In te rn a ­
tio n a l C o n sp ira cy  fro m  H ell).

S in ce  1976 she  has b een  liv in g  in  the  B ay  A rea . B e tita  b ecam e 
d eep ly  in v o lv ed  in  leftis t p a rty  b u ild in g  p o litic s  fo r 10 years . In 1982 
she  ran  fo r G o v e rn o r o f  C a lifo rn ia  on  th e  P eace  an d  F re ed o m  P arty  
ticket; th e  firs t C h ica n a  on  th e  b a llo t fo r th a t o ffice . S he has a lso  tau g h t 
co u rses  in  E th n ic  S tu d ies an d  W om en S tu d ie s  a t H ay w ard  S ta te  U n i­
versity . M a rtin ez  has trav e led  a ll ac ro ss the  U n ited  S ta tes sp e ak in g  on 
co lleg es an d  in c la ssro o m s ab o u t race , c la ss , g en d e r issues an d  o rg an iz ­
ing. S he h as team ed  up w ith  lo n g tim e  ac tiv is t E le n a  F ea th e rs to n , a lso  a 
co -fo u n d er o f  the Institu te , and  th ey  hav e  done jo in t  speak in g  tou rs ca lled  
“ B lac k  an d  B ro w n -G e t D o w n ” , w h ich  a im  a t b u ild in g  a llian ces  b e ­
tw een  p eo p le  o f  color. S he has c o n s is ten tly  been  a  m en to r  o v e r  th e  years  
to  n ew  an d  lo n g -tim e  ac tiv is ts  an d  o rg an ize rs  h e lp in g  tra n sfe r  sk ills ,

k n o w led g e  an d  e x p e rien ce  in  e ffo rt to b u ild  o u r m o v em en ts . In  ad d itio n  
to ed itin g  S h ad es o f  P ow er, sh e  is a lso  a re g u la r  c o n tr ib u to r  to  Z M a g a ­
z in e  an d  o th e r  p u b lica tio n s.

T h e  In s titu te  fo r M u ltiR ac ia l Ju s tice  is ju s t  th e  la te s t p ro jec t in a  
long lis t o f  effo rts to  m ak e  the  w orld  a b e tte r place. L ike h e r  o th e r  pro jects, 
the  In s titu te  w o rk s  to  d ev e lo p  lo n g -ran g e  g o a ls  an d  v is io n  to g u id e  a c ­
tiv ists from  one stru g g le  to  th e  nex t. A s w e  m o v e  fro m  o n e  c ris is  to  the  
nex t - from  w e lfa re  re fo rm , to  the  en d in g  o f  a ffirm a tiv e  ac tio n , to  the  
b o m b in g  o f  K o so v o , to M u m ia ’s  ex ecu tio n  - w e  b eco m e  w o rn -d o w n  
an d  b u rn ed -o u t. B e tita  rem in d s  us th a t w e m u st re m e m b e r  th a t w e  are  
p a rt o f  a  m o v em en t, w e are  p a r t o f  so m e th in g  m u c h  b ig g e r th an  o u r­
se lv es and  w e  a re  n o t a lo n e  in  th e  s tru g g le . S he rem in d s  us th a t w h ile  w e  
c o n fro n t b u d g e t cu ts  in E th n ic  S tu d ies p ro g ram s o r  n ew  a ttack s  ag a in s t 
th e  c iv il r ig h ts  o f  h o m eless  p eo p le , th a t w e m u st ho ld  o n to  o u r g o a ls  - 
so lidarity , co m m u n ity , rev o lu tio n , eg a lita r ian ism , a  n ew  w orld . S he re ­
m in d s us th a t as ac tiv is ts , as o rg an izers , w e  hav e  a  re sp o n s ib ility  to teach  
an d  tra in  o th e rs  - th a t w e h av e  a  resp o n s ib ility  to ac tiv e ly  bu ild  a n ew  
w orld .

M a rtin ez  a lso  h as  m u ch  to  say  to  u s ab o u t ho w  w e  b u ild  m o v e ­
m en ts  fo r  soc ia l ch an g e . A fte r  th e  m assiv e  resis tan ce  to  the  W orld  T rade  
O rgan iza tio n  in S eattle , M artin ez  w ro te  the  w id e ly  d istrib u ted  and  h ig h ly  
in flu en tia l essay , “ W h ere  W as th e  C o lo r  in S ea ttle?  L o o k in g  fo r reaso n s 
w h y  th e  G rea t B a ttle  w as so w h ite ” . S he w rite s , “ U n d ers tan d in g  the  
reaso n s  fo r th e  low  level o f  co lor, an d  w h a t can  b e  lea rn ed  fro m  it, is 
c ru c ia l i f  w e  are  to m ak e  S e a ttle ’s p ro m ise  o f  a  new , in te rn a tio n a l m o v e ­
m en t ag a in s t im p eria lis t g lo b a liza tio n  co m e  tru e .” T h ro u g h  in te rv iew s 
an d  o b se rv a tio n s  sh e  w rites  ab o u t th e  lesso n s th a t o rg an ize rs  - p eo p le  o f  
co lo r  an d  w h ite  - m u st learn . W e m u st co n n ec t th e  issu es o f  im p eria lis t 
g lo b a liza tio n  to  local co m m u n ity  issues. W hite  rad ica ls  n eed  to  d ev e lo p  
and  p u t fo rw ard  an  a n a ly s is  o f  co rp o ra te  d o m in a tio n  th a t u n d e rs tan d s  
rac ia l o p p ress io n  in  the  th ird  w o rld  an d  in the  U n ite d  S ta tes. S he w rites  
th a t rad ica ls  o f  c o lo r  n eed  to  b e  n e tw o rk in g  an d  co n n ec tin g  th e ir  w o rk  
w ith  a  g lo b a l fram ew o rk . W h ite  rad ica ls  n eed  to  g o  b ey o n d  th e ir  fam il­
ia r c irc les  an d  fo rm  co a litio n s  w ith  p eo p le  o f  c o lo r  w ith  an  u n d e rs ta n d ­
in g  o f  h o w  w h ite  ac tiv is ts  in th e  p as t h av e  b e tray ed  p eo p le  o f  color. 
W hite  rad ica ls  n eed  a  s tro n g  race , c lass  and  g en d e r an a ly s is  and  it sh o u ld  
be  cen tra l to th e ir  po litica l w orldv iew . It m u st b e  re m e m b e re d  th a t w h ite  
rad ica ls  h av e  a re sp o n s ib ility  to  d ev e lo p  a n ti-ra c is t p o litic s  an d  ac tiv e ly  
co n fro n t w h ite  p riv ileg e . A s rad ica ls  o f  co lo r  o rg an ize  in  c o m m u n itie s  
o f  co lor, w h ite  rad ica ls  in te rested  in m o v e m e n t b u ild in g  m u st stren g th en  
the  an ti-rac is t p o litic s  o f  p red o m in a te ly  w h ite  g ro u p s  an d  ac tiv is t c o m ­
m un ities .

M a rtin e z  a lso  h as m u ch  to  say  in h e r  w ritin g s ab o u t th e  d ay -to d ay  
o rg an iz in g  w o rk  th a t w e  en g ag e  in. She stre sses  th a t w e  m u st tak e  ed u ­
c a tio n  an d  tra in in g  fo lk s se riously . I f  w e are  to  b eco m e  a  partic ip a to ry , 
r a d ic a l ly  d e m o c ra t ic ,  f e m in is t ,  m u l t i - r a c ia l ,  a n t i - c a p i ta l i s t ,  q u e e r  
lib e ra tio n is t, in te rn a tio n a lis t m o v em en t - th en  w e  n eed  to  w o rk  a t it. W e 
n eed  to teach  each  o th e r  sk ills , tac tic s , an d  p o litica l a n a ly s is  so th a t w e 
can  a ll b e  lead ers  in a m o v e m e n t fo r  o u r co llec tiv e  libe ra tio n .

M a rtin e z  an d  o th e r  rad ica ls  o f  h er g en e ra tio n  h a v e  m u c h  to teach  
the  y o u n g e r  g e n e ra tio n  o f  today . It is c ritic a l th a t w e  lis ten , le a m  and 
d e v e lo p  re la tio n sh ip s  b ased  o n  co m m o n  respec t.

F o r  m o re  in fo rm atio n  ab o u t the  In stitu te  fo r  M u ltiR ac ia l Ju s tice  o r 
to  rece iv e  S h ad es o f  P o w e r  w rite : 3311 M iss io n  S t., # 1 7 0  SF, C A  94110 
o r  em ail i4 m rj@ a o l.c o m . F o r  a n  in s p ir in g  r e a d  p ic k -u p  D e  C o lo res  
M e a n s  A ll O f  Us.





M e d i a  A l l i a n c e  

v e r s u s  

t h e  n a t i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  

o f  b r o a d c a s t e r s

t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t e l e v i s i o n ,  r a d i o ,  a n d  t h e  i n t e r n e t  i n  a m e r i c a  

a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  a n d r e a  b u f f a  b y  e r i c  z a s s

I t’s alm ost ironic that a  culture tha t is so incredib ly  sa turated  w ith  in form a­
tion, in w hich  new  form s o f  m edia are rapid ly  being  developed  and new  
sources are constantly  springing up, that w e are at such a  loss for genuine 
com m unication , and that m ost o f  w hat w e do receive is be ing  dum ped  on us 
by the sam e few, profit-d riven  sources. T he proliferation  o f  new  technolo­
gies has, to a  large extent, allow ed  the dom inan t m edia to ex tend  its influence 
over the  w orld , instead o f  allow ing  a m ore d iverse collection  o f  vo ices to 
grow  and  develop. A nd far from  becom ing  a place w here peop le  from  differ­
ent cultures can  gather to exchange ideas, the internet is rap id ly  becom ing  a 
place w here  A m erican— and to a  lesser extent. W estern European— corpora­
tions v ie  to spread  their econom ic and cultural in fluence across the rest o f  the 
w orld. S im ilarly, the increasing  conglom eration  o f  the radio has m eant that 
w e can  now  sit back and enjoy an endless repetition  o f  B ritney  Spears m elo­
dies, broken occasionally  by  com m ercials, and even m ore occasionally  by a 
sound-bite o f  Bush Jr. o r G ore com plim enting  them selves respectively  for 
the increase fef A m erican  prosperity  and dem ocracy. Television continues to 
becom e m ore and m ore com fortab ly  hom ogenous and p leasan tly  vapid—  
both  in the  con ten t (o r lack thereof) o f  its new s program s and the m ainly  
E uropean cast o f  characters that do daily  grace your screen. T he future seem s 
as bright, w ith the w o rld ’s largest com panies rapid ly  gobbling  each o ther up 
and find ing  new, innovative w ays o f  preven ting  com petito rs and individuals 
alike from  gain ing  access to the  public.

For all this, w e can sing the praises o f  the N ational A ssociation  o f  Broad­
casters (N A B ). In the past few  years especially , they  
have w o n  a stunn ing  set o f  v ictories— m ost o f  them  
unreported  in m ainstream  (that is, their ow n) m e­
dia— to  safely contain  the th reat posed by  new  m e­
dia, and in fact to  use it to deepen  the ir ow n o li­
gopoly  im m ensely. T here are few  groups that con ­
gress so fears (after all, they  can  restric t access to 
potential voters), o r is as pam pered  by  than  the N A B .

I f  no th ing  else, the incredib le b lack-ou t o f  im portan t inform ation  has 
m eant the creation  o f  a  new  underground o f  m edia  sites and in fonnation  
outlets that choose not to ignore critical, i f  unprofitable, new s.

M edia A lliance, a non-profit g roup founded  on p rov id ing  inform ation  
and train ing  to m edia activ ists, has a 22-year h istory  o f  d isagreeing  w ith  the

N A B  and o ther representatives o f  the p rivatized  m edia. T he group holds in­
structive classes on every th ing  from  im proving jou rnalis tic  skills, to setting  
up a  w eb-page, to operating  specific p rog ram s like A dobe Photoshop and 
Pow eipoint. In  addition , they  organize events, produce several papers and 
new sletters (both p rin t and electronic), and hold  pro tests to ra ise  aw areness 
o f  these issues and im prove m edia literacy. In Septem ber, they helped  o rga­
n ize a  largely successfi.il th ree-day  p ro test o f  the N A B ’s annual convention  
in San F rancisco . A ndrea Buffa is the executive d irec to r o f  M edia A lliance, 
an inform ed jo u rn a lis t and outspoken m edia activist. I w as able to m eet up 
w ith h er in O ctober, fo llow ing  the  protests. In terv iew  by E ric Zass.

C lam or: Tell m e ab o u t the NAB— who they 're com prised  of, w hat th e ir  g o a ls  
a re  a n d  how  they g o  ab o u t fu lfillin g  them.

Buffa: Basically, th ey ’ve been around as long as the Federal C om m unications 
C om m ission. T hey ’re a  trade association and lobbying group for the broad­
casting industry. So their m em bers are com prised o f  sm aller individual televi­
sion and radio stations, as w ell as the big netw orks. T hey represent the interests 
o f  the large netw orks, generally. The innocuous side o f  w hat they do includes 
trade show s and little scholarship program s— stu ff like that. The really horrible 
side has to do w ith  their being one o f  the m ost pow erful lobbying groups in the 
U nited States. T hey spend m illions o f  dollars every year on cam paign contri­
butions and lobbying on te l^ o m m u n ica tio n s issues, and th ey ’ve achieved a

string o f  victories on b eh a lf o f  the b ig corpo­
rations they  represent that are generally detri­
m ental to the public interest. In the last few  
years especially. In 1996 they w ere the m ajor 
backers o f  the Telecom m unications Act. O ne 
o f  the problem s with that act is that it lifted a 
lot o f  the restrictions on m ultiple ow nership 

by one com pany o f  m any radio and T V  stations on the sam e m arket. They w ere 
able to lobby C ongress into giving them  the entire digital television spectrum —  
w hich  people estim ate w as w orth about 70 m illion dollars— for free. Lately, 
th ey ’ve been lobbying v igorously against low pow er FM  radio and are w ork­
ing in the Senate right now  to totally squash that m easure. W e’ll find out about 
that in the next w eek. T hey m anaged to get m uch o f  the Fairness D octrine



elim inated during  the R eagan era. T he last shred o f  that D octrine— the equal 
tim e provision— w as voluntarily  lifted by the FC C  this w eek. T he Fairness 
D octrine w as a piece o f  legislation that m ade sure that there w as som e kind o f  
fairness in broadcasting. For exam ple, i f  a  TV  station w ere to broadcast a per­
son from  one political view point, and som eone else from  the opposing v iew ­
point asked to  respond, you w ere supposed to provide equal tim e for that re­
sponse. That d oesn ’t exist anym ore at this point. P retty m uch w hat the N AB 
has done is that it has gotten the FCC and C ongress to lift any public interest 
requirem ent w hatsoever on radio and TV  stations. It used to be that these sta­
tions actually had to docum ent and prove that they w ere serving the public 
interest w hen they reapplied for a license from  the FCC . N ow  the only thing 
they have to do is choose four categories in which 
their content supposedly serves the public inter­
est. So K PIX  can say, “T he four im portant cat­
egories o f  the public interest w e ’ve chosen to 
serve are children, family, seniors, and som e­
thing else.” T hen they ju st have to explain how  
their program s are directed at these groups. They 
can say, you know, “O ne H undred  a n d  O ne D al­
m atians serves the children’s public interest.” It’s 
basically all bullshit. T hey d o n ’t have to have 
any local new s at all. T hey d o n ’t have to have 
any public affairs program m ing. Lots o f  com ­
m ercial radio stations have totally  elim inated 
their public affairs program m ing altogether. The 
stations here in the Bay Area— if  they have any public affairs program s at all—  
schedule these show s in the m iddle o f  a  Saturday or Sunday night o r a t five in 
the m orning on a w eekend m orning.

Why? B ecause  it's n o t sufficiently  p ro fitab le?

Yeah, I suppose so. I th ink  it’s also  because they  d o n ’t w ant the public  to 
have any expectations o f  the stations to provide them  w ith  m eaningful infor­
m ation. T hey w ant the public to think their only obligation  is g ive them  the 
sam e m usic all the tim e and th a t’s fine. People d o n ’t even know  anym ore that 
these stations are supposed to serve the public interest. I d o n ’t  th ink  they 
w ant them  to know  or really  even to think about it. A  lot o f  sta tions used  to 
have public  serv ice announcem ents to raise aw areness about local events. 
M any stations d o n ’t even have  those anym ore. So they do noth ing  to  serve 
the public  interest. A nd th a t’s the  N A B ’s jo b : getting  rid o f  those regulations 
so broadcasters can m ake us m uch m oney  as they  possib ly  can.

C an you  talk  ab o u t the Telecom m unications A ct o f  1996?

It w as a nightm are. There w as no coverage o f  it by the m ainstream  m edia. It 
basically deregulated the radio industry entirely. S ince then there’s been this 
incredible consolidation o f  stations. B ig com panies buying up sm aller ones. 
N ow  w e have these m assive, m assive radio conglom erates. Before the Tele­
com m unications A ct w as passed the largest com pany ow ned about 45 stations. 
N ow  the largest, C lear Channel C om m unications ow ns 900 stations. They did 
ow n a thousand, but were forced to get rid o f  som e o f  them . That one com pany, 
for exam ple, controls som ething like 45 percent o f  the m arket-share in C leve­
land, and 50 percent o f  the m arket-share in Denver. You go across the country 
and this single com pany controls 30 to 50 percent o f  the m arket in alm ost every 
m ajor city. So th a t’s one com pany dictating lots o f  the inform ation— and the 
m usic— that people in this country are able to hear. This is w hy w e hear the 
sam e 30 songs on the radio over and over again. A nd  y o u ’re hearing the sam e 
songs and getting the sam e inform ation in every m ajor city as well. Then, within 
each m arket, you have four com panies that basically  control everything. In San 
Francisco, four com panies control 80 percent o f  the radio m arket. A nd w e ’re 
actually one o f  the few  radio m arkets that has alternatives— w e have KPFA 
and K PO O  and a few  other fairly independent stations. M ost o ther cities d o n ’t 
have any o f  that. It’s been a m ess in term s o f  deregulation and the num ber o f  

 ow ners o f  m edia outlets. The digital T V  thing has ju s t been a fiasco.

H ow  do  y o u  th ink  th a t w ill develop?

W ell, the N A B  basically  said, “W e’re going to invest all this m oney  creating  
th is new  technology. S ince w e ’re go ing  to invest all o f  th is m oney, and the

public  w ill be  getting  a  be tter p icture, you have to g ive us the en tire spectrum  
for free.” So far, th e re ’s no  h igh  defin ition  television. N obody  w ants to buy a 
new  telev ision  set. So instead  o f  b roadcasting  one h igh  defin ition  station, 
w ith  the sam e am ount o f  spectrum , they  can  broadcast six regu lar stations. 
W hat th ey ’ll p robab ly  end up doing is sim ply  creating  m ore low  defin ition  
channels. For exam ple, on  channel 5 y o u ’ll have  six d ifferent options. T hen 
they can  actually  lease part o f  their share o f  the  spectrum  to pager and cell 
phone com panies and m ake m oney  o ff  the spectrum  that they  w ere given 
free to develop. I h av en ’t been able yet to docum ent that th a t’s happened. So 
far, w e ’ve lost all the m oney  that w e could have charged them  for the spec­
trum . T he m oney that w ould  have raised cou ld  have been used to further

independent m edia and public broadcasting. 
Instead, w e gave it to the  corpora te  sector 
fo r free and  w ere  g iven noth ing  in return. 
W h at th e y ’re g o in g  to  do , o f  co u rse , is 
squeeze as m uch m oney  ou t o f  it as they 
can. A nd th e re ’s no public interest requ ire­
m e n ts  on  it a t a ll r ig h t  now . E v e n  th e  
children’s television stuff. R egular television 
is supposed to designate a  certain  num ber 
o f  hours to children’s TV — w hich are m ainly 
com m ercia ls m asquerad ing  as T V  show s 
anyw ay. B ut there a ren ’t even those basic 
requirem ents on digital T V  at all right now.

Is th a t b ecau se  o f  the  ab andonm en t o f  the F a irn e ss  D octrin e?

No. I t’s because, as a  new  service, they  haven’t ye t com e up w ith  new  public 
in terest requ irem ents fo r it. T he b roadcasters w ant to have no requirem ents 
at all.

H ow  exactly  cou ld  co rp o ra tio n s cut o f f  access to the w e b ’s  in fras tru c tu re?

There are a bunch o f  difference w ays. Right now  m ost people dial up to the 
internet through a phone line. But as the am ount o f  audio and video on the 
internet increases, that m ethod is w ay too slow. M ost people are m oving to­
w ard, o r will m ove tow ard, a high-speed internet connection, either through 
broadband cable, through D SL, o r through wireless. Right now  phone lines 
and D SL  are federally regulated to be com m on carriers. They have to let any 
internet service provider onto the phone lines to get you to the internet. You can 
choose betw een free service, IGC, Earthlink, w hichever service you like. You 
can choose an ISP that gives you total access to the internet, o r an ISP that 
lim its your access and supposedly helps you figure things out— like A O L, for 
exam ple. Now, w hat the cable com panies are saying is that, since cable is not 
federally but locally regulated, th ey ’re not subject to com m on carrier regula­
tions. They feel they d o n ’t have to give access to other internet service provid­
ers. So i f  you get a high speed internet service through cable, you have to use 
their hand-picked internet service provider. For exam ple, i f  you  get access 
through AT&T, in our area, you have to use Excite@ hom e.The problem  here 
isn’t only that you can only choose their chosen service and you  have to pay 
w hatever they w ant to charge. The larger problem  is that they w ill direct you to 
certain content on the internet, and they can prevent you from  getting to certain 
content as well. R ight now  they haven’t reached the point w here th ey ’re block­
ing o ff  certain sites. W hat they  do instead is they have certain agreem ents with 
various com panies. I f  a  com pany pays them  m ore, they allow  quicker access to 
that com pany’s site. I f  the com pany doesn’t o r can ’t pay, th ey ’ll give you slow er 
access. For exam ple, i f  Excite has an agreem ent with Param ount Pictures, you 
m ay be able to dow nload an entire feature film  pretty quickly. But because the 
Bay A rea V ideo Coalition, w hich is an independent video collective, can ’t af­
ford to pay  an extra fee to Excite@ hom e, yo u 're  going to get really slow -going 
access to their site. That encourages people to go to the faster sites, w hich can 
afford to pay m ore. T h a t’s w here things are headed right now. So far, it hasn’t 
reached the point w here y o u ’re actually prevented from  getting to sites. They’re 
putting up speed-barriers, basically, and creating fast lanes and slow  lanes. 
W e’ll see w hat happens from  there.

B ut how  w ould they be  ab le  to con tro l the a c tu a l a rch itec tu re?

Actually, m any private com panies do now  control the architecture o f  the internet.
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and they are m oving to m ake it increasingly m ore expensive and m ore difficult 
to put up a w ebsite— especially w ith audio and video. T hey ’ll only allow  you 
to put up a certain am ount o f  either. It’s going to becom e, I believe, som ething 
m ore like cable w here you have a bunch o f  glossy, flashy professional stations, 
and then you have the local access stations w hich  are not professional and 
nobody looks at them . The infrastructure o f  the internet w ill likely be changed 
in the years to com e so that you can go to the bigger, professionally  done sites. 
Y ou’ll be able to get to the other stuff, too— but it w ill look really shitty. T here’s 
not going to be the kind o f  choice w e have right now  because it w ill be a lot 
harder and m ore expensive for an individual like you or 1 to pu t up a  site that 
m eets peop le’s expectations. A  lot o f  people are upset about this— but because 
it’s not all happening right now, it’s still hard for people to im agine that it ever 
will happen.T here 's a professor at Stanford, Law rence Lessig, w ho ju s t w rote 
a  sort o f  m anifesto about internet architecture, and how  the architecture itself 
should be allow ed to distinguish betw een different types o f  content. You should 
check out his w riting. It’s at w w w .nogatekeepers.com .

W hat ab o u t th e ir re la tions with the F C C ?

I think that ju s t like m any  o ther national governm ent agencies and pow erful 
lobbying groups, th e re ’s a  revo lv ing  door betw een the FC C  and the N A B . 
M any people go from  w ork ing  at the FCC to becom e lobbyists w ith the N A B . 
T h ere’re a lot o f  m ore com plicated  relationships, too. R ight now, for ex ­
am ple, one o f  the c h ie f  spokesm en for the N A B  is C olin  Pow ell. H is son, 
M ichael Pow ell, is one o f  the five FC C  com m issioners. B asically, it operates 
as a  revo lv ing  door.

I f  the F C C  does go  a h e a d  a n d  license low  p o w e r  stations, how  w ould  that 
ch an g e  rad io ?

O ne o f  the m ost im portant th ings for com m unity  groups— especially  groups 
and people w ith  a m ore radical political perspective— is to contro l som e por­
tion o f  the in frastructure o f  the te lecom m unications system . A ctually  having 
your ow n  m edia— yo u r ow n radio station o r w ebpage— is one w ay o f  doing 
that. I t’s far better than  getting  a story on w hat y o u ’re doing into a m ore 
publicized  m ainstream  outlet. You actually  get to control the m edia. In term s 
o f  getting  to understand and operate a sm all part o f  the broadcasting  infra­
structure, it’s ex trem ely  im portant. It also  m eans that, i f  these low  pow er 
stations w ork, w e cou ld  argue w ith the FCC that th e re ’s actually  room  for 
m ore, and m aybe po tential fo r digital m icro-television .

I t’s pretty  obv ious that low pow er radio sta tions w ould  be  im portant 
fo r the com m unity  and neighborhoods. T hey w ould  give people access to 
m usic and inform ation that th ey ’re not getting right now — w hether local bands, 
o r broadcasting  com m unity  m eetings, announcing  local events, o r w hatever.

A  lot o f  church  groups have app lied  fo r stations. I ’ve w orked  a lot on  P acifica 
radio issues and K PFA  radio. A  lot o f  peop le  w ho  w eren ’t p rev iously  fam iliar 
w ith  the station  w ill say, “ I w as flipping through the dial, and all the sudden 
I heard  som ebody  talk ing  about som eth ing  that I ’d never heard  discussed  
before, and I w as to tally  transform ed  by that m om ent.” I th ink  that, because 
there w ould  be m ore stations w ith m ore d iverse content, that w e ’ll have sta­
tions d issem inating  inform ation  that peop le w o u ld n ’t otherw ise hear unless 
they  w ere  to seek it out, there w ould  be  m ore opportun ities fo r peop le  to 
com e upon th is s tu ff  by chance, and be transform ed  by  it. T h a t’s really  im ­
portant. A lso , if  com m unity  groups that are politically  active cou ld  get a hold 
o f  som e o f  these stations that they  cou ld  actually  use them  as an organizing  
tool. I f  w e had a m icro-radio  sta tion  here that peop le w ere  tuning into, w e 
could  tell everybody  “T his w eek  w e ’re targeting  M acrom ed ia  and their d e ­
velopm ent o f  a new  headquarters in the M ission. E verybody  get dow n there 
and p ro test.” T h e re ’s potential fo r that, too.

H ow  la rg e  w ould  the ra n g e  b e  f o r  these low p o w e r  s ta tio n s?

T h ey ’re 10- to 100-w att sta tions. T hat w ould  be about a one to five m ile 
radius. P retty  sm all.

Is  there any  legitim acy to N PR a n d  NAB s claim s th a t low p o w e r  w ould  in ter­
f e re  with o th e r  p u b lic  in terest s ta tions— like read in g  se rv ices f o r  the b lin d  o r  
av ia tion  sig n a ls?

N o. I t’s all bullshit. I f  you look back to w hat N A B  w as saying at the beg in­
n ing  o f  their argum ent, they  d id n ’t m ention  any th ing  about read ing  services 
fo r the blind. T hey w ere saying that it w ou ld  in terfere w ith  th e ir stations. 
W hen that argum ent w as proven  false, they  w ent to their read ing  services for 
the b lind  excuse. T he fact is that m ost o f  the reading services for the blind 
sta tions are in the non-com m ercial part o f  the radio  band— the low er num ­
bers. All o f  the new  low  p o w er FM  sta tions w ould  be in the com m ercial 
portion  o f  the spectrum . T here m ay be a handful o f  cases w here they  w ould 
be in the sam e po rtion  o f  the spectrum , and  the FC C  has already said that 
they  w o u ld n ’t allow  new  stations to interfere w ith their signal in any way. I 
th ink  it’s totally  a  red herring  and i t ’s ju s t despicable.

Sam e with av ia tio n ?

N obody’s even taking that part o f  their argum ent seriously. It’s ju s t  absurd.

W hat w ere the in itia l objectives f o r  the Sep tem ber 20-23 p ro te s ts?
To sp o tlig h t co rp o ra te  o w n ersh ip  o f  the  m edia. To turn  p eo p le  on  to the  
fac t th a t th e re  are  a lte rn a tiv e  m ed ia  b e in g  fo rm ed . A nd  to b u ild  m om en -

T h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  B r o a d c a s t e r s

ThaNational Association of Broadcasters (NAB), founded in 1923, is both a 
trade organization providing services for its members— 8,000 commercial radio 
and television stations— and a lobbying behemoth.

While organization vaguely boasts commercial broadcasters’ community ser­
vice role, they are clearly more interested in preserving broadcast owners’ mo­
nopoly on the media (and their revenue streams). The NAB’s lobbying efforts and 
prowess rank them amongst the best (or worst). For instance, in 1998, before the 
current political fight for Low-Power FM, the NAB spent $5.2 million on lobbying 
alone, which made them the 35th highest spender (Center for Responsive Poli­
tics). The NAB aggressively continues their efforts to expand private ownership of 
public airwaves allowing them to brag about how they recently “quashed attem pts 
by the Clinton Administration and some in Congress to include new analog TV 
spectrum fees in the 2000 Budget saving the industry $200 million." In October 
William Satire wrote, “In terms of ripping off the taxpayers with not a peep from 
the media, nothing compares with the broadcasters’ lobby. This phalanx of free­
loaders has stolen the free use of great chunks of the most valuable natural re­
source of the information age.”

In January 2000 the FCC announced their plan to start licensing Low-Power 
FM (LPFM) stations, 10 to 100 watt broadcast stations that allow local groups to 
reach a community's needs, and in some instances entire communities, underserved

by commercial radio, and since then the NAB has been waging an all-out offen­
sive against LPFM. The NAB started their lobbying efforts with a compact disc 
that simulated interference between stations— interference that NAB claimed 
would occur if LPFM stations were allowed on the air. FCC chairman William 
Kennard called the NAB’s compact disc “a misrepresentation of the engineer­
ing fac ts,” and stated that the broadcasters are simply afraid of competition. 
Nevertheless, the NAB succeeded in getting the House of Representatives to 
pass a bill (HR 3439) that would essentially kill LPFM. Fortunately, they failed 
to gain the necessary number of votes in the Senate (based largely on efforts by 
John McCain, chairman of the Senate Commerce Committee— in August McCain 
introduced an alternate bill (S 2989), co-sponsered by Bob Kerrey, that permits 
the introduction LPFM and addresses any potential interference issues). Un­
daunted, the NAB is currently attempting to tuck provisions (riders) in spending 
bills that would accomplish their goal of killing LPFM.

-Babak Rastgoufard

Sources: Associated Press, Centerfor Responsive Politics, National Association 
of Broadcasters, New York Times, San Francisco Bay Guardian, San Francisco 
Chronicle



B r a n d i n g  t h e  C a s h  C o w  f o r  M i l k  M o n e y

A n d r e w  C o r n e l l  C r i t i q u e s  t h e  D a i r y  C o u n c i l ’ s  S u c c e s s f u l  C a m p a i g n

A s ESPN  cut to a com m ercial during  the skateboard  finals o f  this y ea r’s 
X  G am es, a voice over announced, “T he X G am es are  sponsored  by M ilk. 
W ith n ine essential vitam ins. G ot M ilk?”  “ W hoa, w hoa, w hoa!”  I thought. 
M aybe I even yelled  it at the TV. It seem ed absurd. H ell, it w as absurd. We 
all know  that com panies sponsor concerts, a th letes, T V  show s, and ju s t 
about every th ing  else im aginable these days. We accept that, for better or 
w orse, as a fact o f  life. W e also  know  brand nam e products enough  to  rec­
ognize that w hen  the bass-heavy  voice o f  the announcer says that “T he Real 
W orld” (o r w hatever o ther lam e show  you are w atch ing) is “brought to you 
by  Pepsi,” they  m ean that the Pepsi C orporation  shelled  out the bucks. B ut 
brought to you  by  m ilk? Indeed, it w as true. L ater that n ight I found out that 
m ilk also  sponsors the VH-1 show  “D o n 't Q uote M e!” and a  num ber o f  
o ther program s.

Since w hen , you  m igh t ask, can  an inanim ate anim al product like m ilk 
pum p cash  into a com m ercial sporting  event o r T V  show ? T he answ er, it 
seem s clear, is since m ilk  becam e a brand. S ince m ilk, the com m on noun, 
becam e M ilk™ , the soon-to-be trade-m arked  proper 
noun. A nd that has been slow ly  happen ing  over the 
last seven years, righ t under our noses (you know, 
w here  you get a m ustache)!

In No L ogo, N aom i K lein w rites that in the early  
1990s, nearly  every corpora tion  producing  consum er 
goods fo r consum ption  in the U .S. realized  that the 
key to m aking  m oney w as selling  a m ore com pelling  
brand, not a be tter product. To sell a brand, co m pa­
nies create  an im age for their products -  a personality  
that a consum er identifies w ith  and  tries to claim  as 
h is o r her ow n, in part by  buying the co m p an y ’s p rod­
ucts.

By 1993, even dairy  fanners had  caught on to 
th is m arketing  trend. Ever since, th e y ’ve  been suc­
cessfu lly  m orphing  their product -  traditionally  one 
o f  the m ost local and generic available -  to a high 
profile, com petitive b rand replete w ith  a spunky  personality  o f  its ow n.

M ilk  is usually  produced  by regional dairies that hom ogenize, carton  
and ship it to local superm arkets. M ilk  consum ers have  traditionally  had 
little choice in w h at b rand they buy. A nd for the m ost part they  d id n ’t care. 
E ach grocery  store carried one type o f  m ilk, and the p roduct o f  one dairy

w as v irtua lly  indistinguishable from  that o f  another. So the  on ly  decision  to 
be m ade w as w hether to buy 2% , Skim , o r  V itam in D.

M ilk producers w ere taking a beating  in sales in the  1990s. T hey  had to 
com pete w ith g iant soda retailers and  trendy new  brands o f  sports d rinks and 
bottled fru it ju ice  (w hatever happened  to Snapple, anyw ay?). Individual m ilk 
p roducers had no m outhp iece w ith  w hich  to convince consum ers that m ilk 
w as a  cooler, healthier, m ore satisfy ing  beverage cho ice  than these o ther 
options. T hey  d id n ’t use advertising  to com pete w ith  o ther brands o f  m ilk 
because there w ere  no brands. R o e lo ff Dairy, the farm  that supp lied  cartons 
o f  m ilk  to m y high school cafeteria  and local superm arket, never tried to 
create an im age for itself, w rite  a catchy  jin g le , a funny slogan o r  create 
flashy packag ing  to  catch  the  attentions o f  shoppers.

To recapture a significant share o f  the beverage m arket, m ilk  producers 
realized their product too needed to speak to  consum ers’ desires. They needed 
to  explain  w hat type o f  peop le d rink  milk. H ow ever, dairies rem ained too 
sm all to each spend m illions o f  dollars to create  indiv idual h ighly  com peti­

tive corpora te  identities, each try ing  to  out-cool one an­
other. So m ilk p roducers decided  to take the opposite tack 
o f  com petitors in other industries. Ingeniously, they banded 
together and infused the  D airy C ouncil o f  C alifo rn ia  w ith 
m oney  for w hat has becom e one o f  the  m ost p opu lar m e­
dia cam paigns o f  the decade: “G ot M ilk?”  T he cam paign 
w as so successfu l on the W est C oast that it soon w ent na­
tional.

M ilk  now  has its ow n catchphrase, its ow n font/logo 
an d  hundreds o f  celebrity  endorsem ents— from  the D ixie 
C h ick s  to  P en n sy lv a n ia  G o v e rn o r  Tom  R id g e  to  the  
cast(aw ays) o f  Survivor, all donning  overdone m ilk m us­
taches in the ads.

T he “G ot M ilk?” cam paign is overw helm ingly  success­
ful because it casts m ilk drink ing  as the th ing  to do at ev­
ery stage in life. T he m ilk  m ustaches im ply that by d rink­
ing m ilk  the consum er can  regain  o r celebrate  their you th­

ful p layfulness. A t the  sam e tim e, m ilk is the healthy, sm art, ad u lt choice 
since it contains “9 E ssentia l N utrien ts.” W h a t’s m ore, the idea that m ilk is 
som ething people crave, buy im pulsively and choose over nam e brand drinks 
like M ounta in  D ew  gives it the essential a ir o f  h ipness that m arketers need to 
capture the critical global teen  m arket. W ith one w ell execu ted  ad cam paign,
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turn  fo r a  m ed ia  d em o cracy  m o v em en t. I th in k  w e d id  a ll th o se  th ings. It 
w as rea lly  e x c itin g  to be  p a rt o f  it. I th in k  ev e ry o n e  w h o  w as a p a rt o f  
the  ac tion  fe lt rea lly  g o o d  ab o u t w h at w e acco m p lish ed . In te rm s o f  
m o v em en t b u ild in g , it w as rea lly  g rea t. W e had  fo lk s here  fro m  N ew  
Y ork and  A u s tin , T exas an d  W est V irg in ia— ju s t  a ll o v e r  the  p lace . We 
m ad e  so m e go o d  co n n ec tio n s , ra ised  aw aren ess. W e rece iv ed  no  co v e r­
ag e  fro m  th e  m ain stream  m edia. It w as a to ta l b lack o u t. T h e re  w ere  a 
few  m in o r  p ieces  in th e  San F ra n c isco  E x am in e r— m a in ly  ab o u t the  
N a tio n a l L a w y e rs ’ G u ild  a tto rn ey s w h o  w ere  a rre s ted  fo r try in g  to see 
th e ir  c lien ts  a t th e  co u rth o u se , b u t n o th in g  ab o u t th e  ac tual d e m o n s tra ­
tio n s. So, t w as b ad  in th a t sense . In te rm s o f  m o v em en t b u ild in g , it w as 
g rea t. W e g o t on  lo ts o f  co m m u n ity  rad io  s ta tio n s  an d  w ere  ab le  to ta lk  
ab o u t m ed ia  d em o cracy  and  p u t it o u t the re  on the  ra d a r  sc reen . In th a t 
w ay, it w as rea lly  su ccessfu l.

D o y o u  think any  a tten tion  from  the F C C  o r  m aybe even congress?  Any 
fe e d b a c k ?

1 d o n ’t know  about congress. 1 know  that there w ere m any FC C  sta ff  people 
at the N A B  convention . T hey certain ly  saw  the protests outside. W e handed

out lots o f  flyers to convention-goers. I know  that there w ere a  num ber in the 
room  w hen  I ju m p ed  up and grabbed  the m icrophone.

W hat d id  yo u  say ?  I t  w asn 't rep o rted  in w hat I  read. I ’d  only  h e a rd  that 
som eone h a d  g ra b b e d  the m icrophone d u rin g  the convention.

I said, “ I ’m  here on b eh a lf  o f  the free speech protesters. T he airw aves belong 
to the public, no t to corpora tions!”  and then [cups her hand over her m outh] 
security  slapped a hand over m y m outh  and dragged m e aw ay— as I kept 
yelling.

Were y o u  ja i le d ?

N ope. I w as ju s t th row n ou t o f  the M oscone C enter— carried  ou t by a  secu­
rity  guard. W hat w as exciting  too is that w e m ade our ow n m edia. W e had an 
independent m edia cen ter that w as based here at M edia A lliance. W e had a 
radio station stream ing content onto the in ternet 24 hours a  day. W e w rote 
articles about w hat w as happening. W e had a lot o f  pho tos and video. W e got 
lots o f  h its on o u r w ebsite. L o ts o f  peop le saw  w hat w as go ing  on  through  the 
m edia that w e created.



the  ac t o f  purchasing  a carton  o f  m ilk  is now  p ro o f  that the buyer is full o f  
youthful p layfulness, teenage trend iness and adult practicality.

Perhaps the best ind icato r o f  ju s t how  successfu l the ad cam paign has 
becom e is the deluge o f  im itations and parodies. First cam e the d isturbingly  
sexist shirts depicting  large b reasted  bikini clad w om en w ho lent new  m ean ­
ing to the “G ot M ilk?” slogan. A dbusters m agazine m ade a  “G ot Soy?“ parody 
and the U nited  S teelw orkers o f  A m erica sold “G ot U nion?” shirts a t its 2000 
International C onvention . Perhaps the m ost w ell-know n takeoffs have been 
People for the E thical T reatm ent o f  A n im als’ a ttem pts to d issuade people 
from  drink ing  m ilk w ith “G ot B eer? and “G ot P rostate C ancer?” billboards, 
both o f  w hich  w ere harshly critic ized  and quick ly  rem oved.

T he overw helm ing  success o f  the “G ot M ilk ?”  cam paign  should  be a 
w arn ing  signal for activ ists fighting  the ever-increasing  influence o f  corpo­
rate advertising  on our culture and  personal thoughts. T he skyrocketing  p ro f­
its a ttributed  to the “G ot M ilk?” ads w ill likely encourage producers o f  o ther 
generic ingredients and  food staples to rep licate  the D airy  C o u n c il’s strategy. 
A t a tim e w hen sports team s p lay  in stadium s nam ed  after banks and suppos­
edly alternative o r rebellious youth cultures are o fficially  sponsored  by shoe 
com panies, brand ing  basic food ingredients and o ther generic item s is one 
m ore g iant leap tow ards an advertising  sa turated  and com pletely  cross-m ar­
keted w orld. I t’s a claustrophobic w orld  w here  w e c a n ’t avoid  m anipulative 
inducem ents to shop and consum e, and a w orld  in w hich  any organic idea, 
au then tic  em otion  or insp ired  crea tive  o u tpouring  w ill be  harnessed  and 
w arped to sell goods and services.

T he D airy C ouncil w ill argue that they  have no cho ice but to b rand their 
product, since it’s necessary  to survive in the cur­
rent com m ercial clim ate. W hile the ads undoubt­
edly  b ring  in m ore sales, it’s unlikely that people 
w ould stop consum ing m ilk w ithout them . M y point 
is not to put dairy  producers at a com petitive d is­
advantage to o ther b rand  retailers like soda m anu­
facturers by refusing  them  the right to develop  a 
brand; instead, m y point is to  attack all branded 
item s and the advertising  industry in o rder to re­
duce our consum ption  o f  all products to tim es w hen 
w e need or au tonom ously  w ant them  and not co n ­
sum e them  out o f  the im pulsiveness o f  m anufac­
tured  desires. M ilk, until the curren t cam paign  be­
gan, w as a good exam ple o f  that m ore natural m ode 
o f  consum ption .

W hile it is d istu rb ing  enough that advertising  executives are creating  
branded identities around  food staples, the m ilk  cam paign  signals a num ber 
o f  additional distressing  developm ents in the w ays advertisers attem pt to 
m anipulate  u s into buying their c lien ts’ p roducts. F irst, dozens o f  celebrities 
agreed to appear in the ads, donning  silly w hite m ustaches w ithou t com pen­

sation , sm ug in the b e lie f  that they  w ere using their m ass appeal as a public 
serv ice to convince people young and old to d rink  healthy, w holesom e 
m ilk. Putting aside anim al righ ts issues and the em erg ing  ev idence that 
m ilk  is not nearly  as healthy  as prev iously  claim ed, these celebrities have 
unw ittingly  p layed  a part in further brand ing  the m ental env ironm ent for 
the private  p rofit o f  an industry. It w ould  be positive for a  fam ous ath lete o r 
leading po litician  to say, “ D rink w hat is healthy, not w hat has the flashiest 
ad ,” but in the case o f  the m ilk  cam paign, th e y ’re sim ply  help ing  to m ake 
m ore flashy ads and help ing  advertisers to further dom inate  our lives and 
thinking.

M ost alarm ing  o f  all is the fact that even ts and program s like the X 
G am es are now  w illing  to cla im  to be sponsored  no t ju s t by a com pany, or 
by a  tradem arked  brand-nam e product, but by anything at all. G illette spon­
sors events, o r the G illette M ach 3 R azor sponsors an event, but razors in 
general d o n ’t sponsor events. I f  the D airy C ouncil can  fund an event and 
leave its nam e com pletely  ou t o f  the p ictu re , instead  claim ing  that m ilk 
sponsored  the  event, p roducers in o th er industries w ill seek  sim ilar oppor­
tunities, leading to  b randing cam paigns even m ore deceptive and m an ipu ­
lative than  the curren t ones.

E veryday  objects in our lives becom e de facto brands w hen they are 
associated  closely  enough  w ith  com pany  o r  industry  prom otions. W hen 
these m ental relationsh ips are cem ented  in consu m ers’ m inds, the  m ention  
o f  any type o f  good becom es an im m ediate advertisem ent fo r the brand 
nam e product. T he gotm ilk .com  W eb site b rags o f  this already  happening 
w ith sm all children. “ W e’ve even heard from  consum ers that their kids 

com e into the kitchen, cookie in hand, asking 
fo r a “glass o f  got m ilk?” T hink ing  about m ilk 
equals th ink ing  about “G ot M ilk?,” including 
all the aforem entioned  m arket techniques that 
induce som eone to d rink  m ilk. T his m ight seem  
innocuous enough  in the case o f  m ilk, but the 
prospects o f  it as the new est m arketing  trend 
are chilling. I f  IK E A  began an analogous cam ­
paign around chairs and w as successfi.il, the com ­
m ent, “You can sit on the couch  or in the chair,” 
w ould becom e an advertisem ent fo r IKEA. Then 
com e com panies that provide services. W hat if  
cruise lines bu ilt a  cam paign based on their ca­
pacity  to prov ide rom ance?

A re w e likely  to see flour and sugar ge t catchy  radio jin g les  o f  their 
ow n? A re w e go ing  to be carpet-bom bed  w ith  rock stars endorsing  tarra­
gon and o ther cooking  spices? W ill roofing  nails and ream s o f  paper sud ­
denly reflec t the personal convictions and lifestyle choices o f  the people 
w ho use them ? I 'l l  bet m oney on it unless w e quick ly  develop an effective 
resistance m ovem ent to the corpora te  b rand ing  attack. G ot spray pain t? *

W hat do  y o u  think w e can  expect fro m  the F C C ?

N othing. I have no expectations o f  the FCC. I d o n ’t th ink  any governm ent 
agency has ever show n itse lf  to be a friend o f  peop le  w ho w ant to diversify  
and d issem inate  pow er into the hands o f  the general public. W e lucked out 
w ith the F C C  in that C hairm an W illiam  K ennard go t p issed  o f f  about the 
conso lida tion  o f  the radio industry due to the T elecom m unications Act. He 
saw  low  p ow er FM  as a w ay to allow  m inority  b roadcasters into the system . 
But K ennard is not great at all. T h ere ’s d iscussion  going on right now  on 
access to h igh  speed internet connections. It’s an issue a t stake in the T im e 
W arner/A O L m erger. H e’s not doing anything on that, and he probably  w o n ’t 
do any th ing  about that. It cou ld  unfortunately  lead to the in frastructure o f  the 
w orld w ide w eb  becom ing  som ething very  d ifferen t from  w hat it is right 
now. It w ould  allow  corpora tions to basically  close it off. I expect the next 
FCC Chair, w ho w ill appoin ted  by  the next president, w ill be w orse. I f  you 
look at it h istorically, the FC C  has alm ost never opposed  the interests o f  the 
N A B . T he FCC com m issioners that have tried have paid  a heavy  price for 
doing so.

It do esn 't seem  th a t p ro te stin g  the F C C  is g o in g  to m ake m uch o f a  difference

since th e y ’re  so  closely  a lig n ed  with the NAB. W hat do yo u  see  a s  the best 
w ay to g e t these issues ra ised ?

I th ink  that w hat w e need is a m edia dem ocracy m ovem ent tha t is connected  
w ith the o ther social justice  m ovem ents that are grow ing in the U nited States—  
like the anti-corporate  g lobalization  m ovem ent, the m ovem ent against the 
prison-industria l com plex. People w ho have im m ense p ow er d o n ’t ju s t g ive 
it up. T hey have to be forced to g ive it up. T he people w ho d o n ’t have the 
m oney  to lobby extensively, do have the num bers— and w e ’re far m ore cre­
ative and intelligent. We need actions that are actually  go ing  to force the 
pow ers that be to g ive up som e o f  the m edia  system ’s in frastructure to us. A t 
the sam e tim e, I th ink  w e need to create  our ow n viable  alternatives— w hich 
peop le  are doing by putting  together the independent m ed ia  centers and by 
starting  m icro-rad io  sta tions and m icro  T V  stations. W e’re creating  a w hole 
independent m edia system  to parallel the corpora te  m edia. *

A ndrea Buffa a n d  M edia A lliance can  be reach ed  a t:  814 M ission Street, 
S uite 205, San F ran c isco , CA 9 4 1 0 3 /  (415) 546-6334  /  FAX (415) 546- 
6218 /  in fo@ m edia-a lliance .o rg  /  w w w .m edia-alliance.org



I ’ v e  G o t  A  B a d  F e e l i n g

T h e  P h a n t o m  M e n a c e  a n d  t h e  S t a r  W a r s  

I c o u l d ’v e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  p l o t  p a r a l l e l s  b e t w e e n  t h e  

s e l v e s .  I c o u l d ’v e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  p a r a l l e l s  b e t w e e n  

t h o s e  p a r a l l e l s  h a d  e x i s t e d  b y  t h e m s e l v e s .  W h e n  I 

m y  l o c a l  l i b r a r y ,  c h e c k e d  o u t  t h e  P h a n t o m  M e n a c e ,  

e t y .  W h a t  I f o u n d  s h o c k e d  a n d  a m a z e d  m e .

A  few  y e a rs  back , I sh a red  an a p a rtm en t w ith  a  g u y  n am ed  John . 
Jo h n  w as  a S ta r W ars fanatic . B e fo re  m o v in g  in to  th a t ap a rtm en t, I ’d 
seen  all th ree  S ta r  W ars m o v ies  a few  tim es an d  lik ed  th em , bu t I n e v e r 
th o u g h t to o  m u ch  ab o u t them . R ig h t a f te r  th e  o rig in a l S ta r W ars had  
co m e  o u t, 1 had  a  b a b y -s itte r  w h o  h ad  sk e tc h e d  L uk e  S k y w alk e r ov er 
a  h u n d red  tim es. M o st o f  th e  sk e tch es sh o w ed  L uk e  h o ld in g  th e  ligh t 
sa b e r  in fro n t o f  h is face , b lu e  ey es s ta rin g  in ten tly , h a ir  fea th e red  p e r­
fectly . A fte r  th a t, I th o u g h t o f  S ta r W ars fan a tic s  as p im ply , teen ag e  
g irls  w h o  c o u ld n ’t g e t da tes  so th e y ’d sp e n d  F rid a y  n ig h ts  y e llin g  at

s e v e n - y e a r - o l d  
b o y s an d  d ra w ­

in g  p ic tu re s  o f  
r e a l l y  b a d  

a c t o r s .

Jo h n , th o u g h , h e lp ed  m e to  see  th e  light.
Jo h n  w as d e fin ite ly  an  a typ ica l S ta r  W ars fanatic . H e w as  an  ex- 

M arin e , a  ve te ran  o f  the  G u lf  W ar, an d  the  m o st c o m p e ten t m an  a ro u n d  
w o m en  w h o  I ’v e  e v e r  m et. To ca ll Jo h n  a  w o m a n iz e r  o r  a  p lay e r  w o u ld  
d em ean  h is artistry . Jo h n  n e v e r  lied  to  o r  m is led  w o m en . H e w as n ev e r 
cru e l o r  co n d escen d in g  in an y  w ay. H e d a ted  m o re  w o m en  o v e r  the  
co u rse  o f  tw o  y ea rs  th an  m o st m en  date  in a life tim e , an d  I n e v e r  heard  
a n y  o f  th em  call h im  an assho le . H e w as ju s t  a coo l, co n fid en t g u y  w h o  
n e v e r  p assed  o n  an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  ask  o u t an a ttrac tiv e  w o m an . H e 
w as k in d  o f  like a liv ing  F onz, on ly  w ith o u t th e  w h o le  3 0 -so m eth in g  
m an -h an g in g -o u t-w ith -h ig h -sch o o l-k id s  c reep in ess  ab o u t h im . Yet, he 
s till had  a th re e -fo o t p la s tic  D arth  V adar in h is c lo se t. - in th e  o rig ina l 
p ack ag in g , n ex t to  a  b o x  fu ll o f  O b i-W ans, S to rm tro o p e rs  ( reg u la r  and  
w h ite -cap ed  fo r the  sn o w ), L uk e  S k y w alk ers  ( re g u la r  an d  Je d i-ro b ed ), 
P rin c ess L eias, B o b a  F etts , an d  so  on. H e h u n g  S ta r  W ars p o ste rs  on 
th e  w alls  o f  o u r liv ing  room . H e w atch ed  the trilo g y  w ith  w o m en  w hom  
he th o u g h t he  m ig h t g e t se rio u s  w ith . H e w a tch ed  th e  m o v ies alone . 
O ften . It b a ffled  m e. I h ad  to  u n d e rstan d . 1 s ta rted  w a tc h in g  w ith  h im . 
I a sk ed  q u es tio n s , an d  he filled  m e in  o n  th e  b a c k  story. H e k n e w  all 
the  tr iv ia  ab o u t ev ery  sou n d  e ffe c t and  ev ery  p la n e t and  ev ery  c h a ra c ­
ter. G rad u a lly , I cam e  to  u n d erstand .

B efo re  w ritte n  lan g u ag es , oral cu ltu re s  p assed  d o w n  ep ic  tales. 
E v e ry o n e  in th e  cu ltu re  m em o riz ed  th e  ep ic  an d , in  th a t w ay, th e  c u l­
tu re  p a sse d  its v a lu es  d o w n  th ro u g h  the  g en e ra tio n s . W e a lso  can  learn  
a  g rea t deal ab o u t a n c ien t cu ltu re s b y  s tu d y in g  th e ir  ep ics . H u m an ities  
c la sses  h e lp  us th ro u g h  the  Iliad  and  the  O d y sse y  an d , th ro u g h  th em , 
w e  learn  ab o u t a n c ien t G reek  values. W e u n d e rs tan d  an c ien t G reek  
n av ig a tio n a l p a tte rn s  and  sexual p rac tices an d  w arrin g  tac tics . W e u n ­
d e rs tan d  an c ien t G reek  g o v e rn m en ta l sy s tem s an d  re lig io n s . W e can  
th en  m o v e  on  to the  A e n e id  an d  fig u re  o u t w h a t th e  R o m an  E m p ire  
co p ied  fro m  th e  G reek s  an d  w h a t th ey  he ld  im p o rtan t on  th e ir  ow n. 
W e can  learn  a g rea t d ea l ab o u t M id d le  A g es E n g la n d  fro m  A rth u rian  
legend . I f  w e  do  en o u g h  re sea rch , w e  can  fin d  s im ila r  ep ic  ta le s  th a t 
ex is te d  ev e ry w h ere  fro m  Ire lan d  to Jap an . B u t n o  tru e  A m erican  ep ic  
e v e r  ex is ted . L o n g fe llo w  tr ie d  it w ith  h is  p o em  H iaw a th a , b u t it d id n ’t 
rea lly  ca tch  on. A n d  so m e co u ld  say  th a t th e  B ib le  is o u r d e fin in g  ep ic ,

b u t I ’m  ta lk in g  ab o u t ep ic s  th a t p eo p le  n o t on ly  know , b u t m em o riz e , and  
ho w  m an y  p e o p le  in o u r cu ltu re  rea lly  k n o w  the  B ib le?  I f  p eo p le  say  th ey  
do , ask  th em  ab o u t th e  p a rt w h ere  R e b ecca  lies  o n  h e r  back  w ith  h er 
se rv an t on  to p  o f  h e r  and  h er h u sb a n d  fu ck in g  h e r  se rv an t. I g u aran tee  
th ey  w o n ’t reco g n ize  th a t p a rt o f  the book . F o r  a  w h ile , it lo o k ed  like 
A m erica  w o u ld  n ev e r hav e  its Iliad  o r O dyssey . T h en , in  1977, S ta r  W ars 
cam e  out. E v ery o n e  saw  it. E v e ry o n e  m em o riz ed  it. It ex em p lified  A m eri­
can  v a lu es  an d  a llo w ed  th o se  v a lu es  to be  p assed  d o w n  th ro u g h  g e n e ra ­
tions. N o w  w e can  stu d y  it an d  u n d erstan d  w h a t th o se  A m erican  v a lu es 
rea lly  are.

T h e  firs t S ta r W ars m o v ie  is easy  to  d issec t. A  lo t h a s  ch an g ed  in o u r 
so c ie ty  s in c e  1977, an d  h in d sig h t b rings lucid ity . T h e  p lo t is c la ss ica lly  
A m erican . Y ou h av e  an a ll-A m erican  k id , b lo n d  hair, b lu e  eyes , w o rk in g  
on a  farm . T h e  farm  is on  a  p lan e t ca lled  T atoo ine . I ’m  n o t su re  w h at

lan g u ag e  th e  w o rd  T a to o in e  c o m es from , b u t I k n o w  th a t i t ’s a  p lace  w ith  
w id e  o p e n  sp a c e s  th a t m ak e  e v e ry th in g  lo o k  d ead . T h e  p e o p le  th e re  
s tru g g le  to  g ro w  fo o d  in o v e rw o rk e d  soil. W eird  p eo p le  d riv e  a ro u n d  in 
b ig , ru s t-co lo red  tru ck s and  se ll ju n k  farm  e q u ip m en t th a t o ften  b reak s 
do w n  b e fo re  y o u  g e t it hom e. A n d  d an g e ro u s p eo p le  live in the  h ills  and 
th ey  m ay  ju s t  sh o o t y o u  fo r d riv in g  th ro u g h  th e ir  tow ns. A ll o f  th is  leads 
m e to  b e liev e  th a t T a to o in e  tran s la te s  to the  s te reo ty p e  o f  th e  M idw est. 
So in th is  s te reo ty p ica l M id w e st is th is a ll-A m erican  b o y  w h o  ju s t  w an ts  
to  go  in to  to w n  to  b u y  p o w e r  co n v erte rs  (w h ich  m ay  o r m ay  n o t be  a 
H o lley  ca rb u re to r) , w h en , o u t o f  n o w h ere , a  w a r  is th ru s t upo n  h im  and  
he  has no  ch o ice  o th e r  than  to figh t it. F irs t, h e  need s a  team , so he  jo in s  
up w ith  a  sm a ll tim e  p u n k  w h o  h as a  fast r id e  an d  lo v es to  w o rk  on  it, and  
the  p u n k ’s buddy , a  lo n g -h a ired  g u y  w h o  d o e s n ’t say  m u ch , ju s t  han g s 
a ro u n d  an d  h e lp s o u t in  figh ts . T h e  M id w est fa rm  b o y  an d  h is tw o  g rease r  
b u d d ies  th en  go  o f f  to  war.

T he b a d  g u y  is D arth  Vadar. Y ou can  tell h e ’s a  b ad  g u y  b e cau se  h e ’s 
try in g  to  tak e  o v e r th e  M id w est, ju s t  like th e  S o v ie t U n io n  w as  try in g  to 
do in th e  ‘70s (acco rd in g  to m o st p eo p le  w h o  liv ed  in th e  M id w e st in the  
‘70s). So th e  b lu e -ey ed , b lo n d  farm  boy  an d  th e  tw o  g rease rs  p ick  up a 
b ro ad , fu ck  a ro u n d  in  th e ir  h o t ro d  fo r a w h ile , th en  g e t d o w n  to  the  b u s i­
ness o f  k illin g  ev e ry o n e  in th e  ev il em pire . I t ’s a  s im p le  C o ld  W ar tale. It 
reads like a  N a tio n a l S ecu rity  C o u n c il d o c u m e n t fro m  th e  1950s. G o o d  is 
p u re ly  goo d . E v il is p u re ly  ev il. E v ery o n e  leav es fee lin g  h ap p y  th a t the 
goo d  g u y s  sp e n t a ll th e ir  m o n ey  b u y in g  e lab o ra te  w eap o n s .

T h e  E m p ire  S trik es B ack  co n tin u es th e  C o ld  W ar m y th , g o in g  so  fa r 
as to  b eg in  on  a  p lan e t th a t is all ice , and  en d in g  w ith  a m ain  ch a rac te r  
frozen . R e tu rn  o f  th e  Jed i ad m its  th a t the  C o ld  W ar has b egun  to thaw . 
O u t o f  the  ice  su rfaces  cu d d ly  c rea tu res th a t ap p ea l m o re  to  the  lu cra tiv e  
c h ild re n ’s m ark e t, an d  w e  all g e t s tu c k  w a tch in g  w h a t seem s like a  D isney  
en d in g . It w as a f ittin g  w ay  to  sw in g  us in to  th e  R eag an  years  full o f  
n a tio n a l p rid e , lo ts o f  w eap o n s , an d  u n b rid le d  co n su m erism . H in d sig h t 
m ak es a ll o f  th is  ea sy  to  see. W h a t seem ed  to  be  h id d en  d eep ly  in the  
cam o u flag e  o f  th e  d ay  is no w  g la rin g ly  o b v io u s  in  th e  sam e w ay  th a t i t ’s 
g la rin g ly  o b v io u s  n o w  th a t R o n a ld  R eagan  w a s n ’t  rea lly  a p re s id en t as 
m u ch  as he  w a s  an  a c to r  w h o  th e  R e p u b lica n  P arty  h ired  to  p lay  p re s i­
den t. T h e  v a lu es  o f  th e  P h an to m  M enace  m ay  be  h id d e n  as d eep ly  in the



A b o u t  T h i s :

T r i l o g y  a s  a n  E x t e n d e d  A l l e g o r y  f o r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  M i d w e s t  

P h a n t o m  M e n a c e  a n d  t h e  W T O  r i o t s  i f  t h e y ’ d  e x i s t e d  b y  t h e m -   

 a n  e l e c t e d  q u e e n  a n d  a n  A m e r i c a n  e l e c t i o n  r u l e d  b y  r o y a l t y  i f  

c o m b i n e d  t h e  t w o ,  I b e c a m e  m i l d l y  o b s e s s e d ,  w e n t  d o w n  t o  

a n d  p r o c e e d e d  t o  l o o k  f o r  m o r e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  o u r  m o d e r n  s o c i -

b y  S e a n  C a r s w e l l

c a m o u flag e , b u t as a  k id  w h o  h as g ro w n  up  on  th e  firs t th ree  S ta r  W ars 
m o v ies , an d  as an  adu lt w h o  has e x p e rien ced  th e  se co n d h an d  S ta r W ars 
fan atic ism , I ’m  m o re  p rep ared  to  see w h a t’s g o in g  on u n d ern ea th  the  P han ­
to m  M enace .

S h o rtly  a f te r  th e  P h an to m  M e n ace  cam e  ou t, I ra n  in to  an  o ld  frien d  
o f  m ine , T odd. T odd and  I h ad  go n e  to  g rad u a te  schoo l tog e th er, an d  w e 
cu rre n tly  w rite  fo r  th e  sa m e  m ag az in e . W e ten d  to ag ree  on  m o st po litica l 
an d  soc ia l issues, so w h e n  so m e th in g  n ew  su rfaces , w e  like to app ro ach  
the  su b je c t an d  co m p are  n o tes , to  ch eck  to  see  i f  th e  o p in io n s  w e have 
fo rm ed  se p a ra te ly  are  still sim ilar. R u n n in g  in to  T odd  last su m m er and 
f in a lly  g e ttin g  a  ch an ce  to  s it d o w n  an d  ch a t w ith  h im , o n e  o f  the  firs t 
th in g s  he  asked  m e w as , “ H o w  d id  y o u  like th e  n ew  S ta r  W ars?”

“ I lik ed  it,”  1 sa id , b e cau se  I d id . I d o n ’t w a n t all o f  m y  c ritic ism  in 
th is  a r tic le  to  g iv e  y o u  th e  im p re ss io n  th a t I h a ted  th e  m o v ie . I lik ed  it.

“ R ea lly ?  I h ad  real p ro b lem s w ith  it,” T odd  sa id .
I a sk ed  h im  w h a t th e  p ro b lem s w ere . H e a n sw ere d  by  a sk in g  m e to 

d esc rib e  th e  p lo t to  h im . “Y o u ’v e  seen  it?”  I asked .
“ Y eah. I ju s t  w a n t y o u  to  p u t th e  p lo t in y o u r  o w n  w o rd s .”
So I th o u g h t ab o u t it fo r a  w h ile  an d  sa id , “ A  g re e d y  T rad e  F e d e ra ­

tio n  fo rce s a  trad e  em b arg o  o n  a n o th e r  p lan e t w h ich  cau ses th a t p la n e t’s 
p eo p le  to s ta rv e , so a  co u p le  o f  Jed i n ig h ts  go  to  the  g reed y  p la n e t’s lead ­
e rs  and  try  to  w o rk  o u t a  se ttlem en t an d  w h en  th ey  c a n ’t, th ey  b rin g  the 
q u een  o f  th e  se co n d  p lan e t b e fo re  a  C o n g ress  th a t d o es n o th in g  so e v e ry ­
b o d y  f ig h ts  in th e  en d .”  I p au sed , th o u g h t ab o u t w h a t I ’d  sa id , and  sa id , 
“ T h a t’s p re tty  m u ch  it, is n ’t it?”

T odd  n odded . “N o t a  very  g o o d  p lo t, is it?”
W ell, no , i t ’s n o t a  very  g o o d  p lo t. B u t I d id n ’t w an t to ad m it th a t, so 

I sc o w led  an d  sh u t up  an d  w a ited  until T h a n k sg iv in g  w eek e n d , w h en  the  
lead ers  o f  a  g re e d y  tra d e  o rg an iza tio n  g o t to g e th e r  to  fo rce  em b arg o es 
w h ich  w o u ld  re su lt in p eo p le  s ta rv in g  and  o u r lead ers  an d  c o n g ress  d id 
n o th in g fcb o u t it, so  ev e ry o n e  fough t. T h is  tim e , th o u g h , it w as  no  m ovie. 
It w as a  p ro te s t ag a in s t the  W orld  T rad e  O rg an iza tio n , and  it w as very  
ex c itin g . I c o u ld n ’t h e lp  d raw in g  p a ra lle ls  b e tw een  the  B a ttle  in S eattle  
an d  th e  P h an to m  M en ace . I ca lled  up T odd an d  f in a lly  m ad e  m y co u n te r­
po in t. H e c a lled  m e  a  fan a tic  b u t a g reed  to w a tch  th e  f lic k  ag a in  w h en  it 
cam e  o u t in v ideo .

1, m y se lf , w as  s lo w  to  ren t th e  m o v ie  ag a in , m o stly  b e cau se  I d o n ’t 
ren t m o v ies  a ll th a t o ften , and  u su a lly  w h en  I do, I like to  ren t th in g s 1 
h a v e n ’t se en  yet. A lso , I ’ll ad m it it, I w as  a fra id  o f  g en u in e ly  b eco m in g  a 
fanatic .

T hen , I saw  a p ic tu re  o f  N a ta lie  P o rtm an  o n  th e  co v e r o f  so m e m a g a ­
z ine . It sa t in  a rack  n ex t to  a  m ag az in e  w ith  G eo rg e  W. B u sh  on  th e  cover. 
It rem in d ed  m e  o f  so m e th in g  th a t had  b o th e re d  m e ab o u t th e  m o v ie  w hen  
I saw  it in th e  th ea te rs  last sum m er. W h at bo th ered  m e w as Q u een  A m idala , 
N a ta lie  P o rtm a n ’s ch aracter. It d id n ’t b o th e r  m e  th a t th e  n a tio n  w as ru led  
by a  14 -y ea r-o ld  g irl. I cou ld  su sp en d  d isb e lie f  o n  that. W h a t b o th e red  m e 
w as th a t she  w as b o th  a  q u een  and  an  e lec ted  o ffic ia l. I c o u ld n ’t u n d er­
stan d  th a t. H o w  d o es  a d em o c ra c y  hav e  ro y a lty ?  Isn ’t ev e ry o n e  equ a l in a 
d e m o cracy ?  S h o u ld n ’t a  p e rso n ’s b lo o d lin e  h av e  n o th in g  to  do  w ith  her 
ab ility  to  ru le  a co u n try ?  A n d  i f  th a t’s th e  case , th en  is n ’t  it e ith e r  a r id ic u ­

lo u s co in c id e n c e  o r  a s ig n  th a t so m e th in g  is se rio u s ly  co rru p t w ith  the  
e lec to ra l p ro cess  i f  a  co u n try  e lec ts  a  ru le r  b ased  on  w h o  h e r  p aren ts  
w ere?  T h is  th rew  m e o f f  r ig h t aw ay  las t sum m er. N ow , o n e  y e a r  later, 
I ’m  liv ing  in a  d em o cracy  w h ere  su p p o sed ly  no  ro y a lty  ex is ts  and  b lo o d ­
lin es hav e  n o th in g  to  do  w h o  g e ts  e lec ted  as the  ru ler, ye t, a f te r  the  firs t 
T u esd ay  in  th is co m in g  N o v em b er, m y  ru le r  w ill e ith e r  be  the  son  o f  a 
fo rm e r p re s id e n t o r  th e  son  o f  a  fo rm e r se n a to r  fro m  T en nessee . So now  
Q u een  A m id a la  rea lly  p isses m e  o f f  b e cau se  she  tran sla tes  as e ith e r  K in g  
G eo rg e  W. (an d  rem em b er, it w as a  K in g  G eo rg e  from  w h o m  A m erican s 
firs t fo u g h t to  free  th em se lv e s)  o r  K in g  A1 Jr.

I c o u ld ’v e  a cce p te d  th e  p lo t p a ra lle ls  b e tw een  the  P han to m  M e n ­
ace  a n d  th e  W T O  rio ts i f  th e y ’d  ex is te d  b y  th em se lv e s . I c o u ld ’v e  a c ­
cep ted  th e  p a ra lle ls  b e tw e e n  an  e lec ted  q u een  and  an  A m erican  e lec tio n  
ru led  b y  ro y a lty  i f  th o se  p a ra lle ls  had  ex is te d  by  th em se lv e s. W h en  I

c o m b in e d  th e  tw o , I b e c a m e  
m ild ly  obsessed , w en t do w n  to m y 
lo c a l  l ib ra ry , c h e c k e d  o u t th e  
P han to m  M en ace , an d  p ro ceed ed  
to lo o k  fo r m o re  in sig h t in to  o u r 
m o d e rn  so c ie ty . W h a t I fo u n d  
sh o c k ed  an d  am azed  m e.

T he first ve ry  te lling  th in g  about 
A m e ric a n  cu ltu re  cam e  w h e n  the  
J e d i s  f o u n d  th e m s e lv e s  o n  
T a to o in e . T h e  T rad e  F e d e ra tio n  
h ad  a lread y  lan d ed  on N a b o o  and  
to o k  o v e r  th e  p e o p le  there . T he 
p e o p le  o f  N a b o o  w ere  su ffe rin g  
g rea tly . T h e  G u n g an s , h id d en  in 
th e ir  u n d e rw a te r  g h e tto , w ere  in  a 
g rea t deal o f  danger. T h e  Jed is  and 

Q u een  A m id a la  w ere  on th e ir  w ay  to the  S enate  to  c le a r  ev e ry th in g  up 
w h e n  th e  h y p e rd riv e  g e n e ra to r  on  th e ir  sh ip  b lew  out. T h e  Je d is  an d  the  
q u e e n  la n d e d  o n  T a to o in e  an d  fo u n d  a  tra d e r, W atto , w h o  h a d  the  
h y p e rd riv e  th a t th ey  n eed ed . W atto , h o w ev er, w o u ld n ’t acce p t th e  cu r­
ren cy  th a t th e  Jed i o ffe red  h im . T h is  lau n ch ed  th e  Je d is  an d  th e  q u een  
in to  a long , co m p lex , an d  e x trem e ly  r isk y  p lan  th a t in c lu d ed  p u ttin g  a 
y o u n g  b o y ’s life  in  ex trem e danger. T h e  lik e lih o o d  o f  th e  p lan  ac tu a lly  
w o rk in g  w as  a lso  very  low , bu t th e  Je d is  an d  the  q u een  (an d  the  y o u n g  
b o y ’s m o th er) saw  no  o th e r  ch o ice , so th ey  w e n t th ro u g h  w ith  th e ir  p lan . 
N ow , I u n d erstan d  that all o f  th is is necessary , in th e  co n tex t o f  the  m ov ie , 
fo r  th e  ad v an ce m e n t o f  the  p lo t. I acce p t th a t. M y  p ro b lem , th o u g h , is 
th a t I see  a n o th e r  ch o ice . T h ey  h av e  m oney . W atto  ju s t  w o n ’t acce p t it. 
T h e  p a rt th a t th ey  need  is r ig h t in fro n t o f  them . W atto ’s o w n ersh ip  is the  
o n ly  th in g  th a t k ep t th em  fro m  tak in g  it, f ix in g  th e ir  sh ip , en d in g  the  
su ffe rin g  o f  h a lf  th e  p eo p le  on  a  p lan e t, an d  p re v e n tin g  the  o th e r  h a lf  o f  
th e  p lan e t fro m  b e in g  tak en  over. D o e sn ’t  it m ak e  a  hell o f  a  lo t m o re  
se n se  fo r the  Je d is  to ju s t  tak e  the  part, fix  th e  sh ip , an d  leav e  th e  p lan e t?  
Yes, th ey  w o u ld  be  s tea lin g  the  part, b u t, e th ica lly  sp eak in g , w h a t’s m ore 
im p o rtan t: p a y in g  a m an  the  p ro p e r am o u n t o f  m o n ey  fo r so m e th in g  in 
h is p o ssess io n , o r  en d in g  th e  su ffe rin g  o f  th e  m asses  and  p ro tec tin g  the  
life o f  o n e  y o u n g  bo y ?  T h e  a n sw e r  is c le a r  in A m erica . I t ’s m o re  im p o r­
tan t to  p ay  fo r  p roperty . M o n ey  a lw ay s  tak es  p re c e d e n c e  o v e r th e  w e ll­
b e in g  o f  th e  m asses . T h a t’s th e  w ay  th e  sy s tem  is se t up. A m erica  is n o t 
a h u m an ita r ia n  country . I t’s a cap ita lis t country . T h e  g rea t m a jo rity  o f  
law s an d  leg is la tio n  are  g eared  to w ard s p ro te c tin g  p ro p e rty  a t th e  e x ­
p en se  o f  th e  p eo p le . T h a t’s w h y  i t ’s th e  o n ly  in d u str ia lized  n a tio n  in the  
w o rld  th a t d o e s n ’t hav e  a  u n iv ersa l h ea lth  ca re  sy s tem . T h a t’s w h y  law  
e n fo rc e m e n t an d  p riso n s  s ip h o n  so m u ch  m o n e y  aw ay  fro m  ed u ca tio n . 
T h a t’s w h y  no  do le  ex is ts  fo r th e  d o w n tro d d en , bu t M c D o n a ld ’s ge ts 
m illio n s  o f  d o lla rs  to b rin g  C h ick e n  M c N u g g e ts  to  C h ina . T h a t’s w h y  
u n io n s  hav e  been  c ru sh ed . Q u i-G o n  Jin n  k n o w s th is , so he  d o e s n ’t ev en  
co n te m p la te  tak in g  th e  h y p e rd riv e  g enera to r. In s tead , he  p u ts  a b o y ’s 
life  a t stak e  an d  leaves ev e ry o n e  e lse  to  s ta rve . A n d  w h e n  i t ’s a ll sa id  
an d  don e , th e y  p ay  the  m an. L ik e  g o o d  A m erican s.

T h e  p re c a rio u s  p lan  th a t th e  Je d is  an d  q u een  su b je c t th e  b o y  to 
in v o lv es a  p o d  race  th a t’s s tra ig h t o u t o f  N A S C A R , r ig h t d o w n  to the



S o  I p u t  t h i s  e q u a t i o n  t o g e t h e r :  f o r c e d  

t o  l i v e  i n  c r a p p y ,  u n n a t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  

p l u s  r e c e i v i n g  a l l  t h e  n e g a t i v e  a s p e c t s  

a n d  n o n e  o f  t h e  p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  a  

g l o b a l  e c o n o m y  e q u a l s  w o r k i n g  c l a s s .  

S o ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w h e n  i t  a l l  c o m e s  d o w n  

t o  t h e  b a t t l e ,  w h o  h a s  t o  a c t u a l l y  f i g h t  

i t ?  I s  i t  t h e  p o o r ,  i n v i s i b l y  s u f f e r i n g  

N a b o o  m i d d l e  c l a s s ?  O f  c o u r s e  n o t .  I t ’ s  

t h e  G u n g a n s .  T h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  f i g h t ­

i n g  a  w a r  t o  k e e p  t h e  r i c h  i n  p o w e r .

sm arm y, c a tch -p h rase -o b se ssed  c o lo r  co m m en ta to r, th e  fat g u y  in the  
sky  bo x , an d  th e  d an g e ro u s  h ill p eo p le  h a n g in g  o u t in th e  in fie ld . E sse n ­
tia lly , Q u i-G o n  J in n  b e ts  h is sh ip  and  th e  fu tu re  o f  the  p eo p le  o f  N ab o o  
on the  pod  race . T h ey  e n lis t th e  help  o f  the  slav e  boy, A n ak in  S kyw alker. 
T he fact th a t A n ak in  is a slav e  b rin g s ab o u t tw o  in te re stin g  p a ra lle ls . 
F irst, th e  q u een  re sp o n d s  to  A n a k in ’s slav e  sta tu s by  sa y in g  th a t she 
d id n ’t th in k  sla v e ry  ex is te d  any m o re . B u t sh e ’s a  q u een . S h o u ld n ’t she 
b e  up on  fo re ig n  a ffa irs?  It rem in d s m e o f  the  tim e  K ath ie  L ee G iffo rd  
su p p o sed ly  firs t heard  th a t h er line o f  c lo th es  w as m ad e  in S o u th eas t 
A sian  sw ea tsh o p s . K ath ie  ac ted  as i f  she  h a d n ’t k n o w n  all a lo n g , as i f  
she  co u ld n ’t po ss ib ly  share  in the b lam e. B u t she  sp o n so red  tho se  clo thes. 
S h o u ld n ’t she  h av e  k n o w n  so m e th in g  w as u p  w h en  sh e  w as p a id  m il­
lions o f  do llars to  en d o rse  c lo th es th a t so ld  fo r 10 bucks , re ta il?  O f  co u rse  
s lav ery  still ex is ts  in th e  galaxy . It d o e s n ’t m a tte r  i f  i t ’s N ab o o , T atoo ine , 
o r  M a n h a ttan , i f  p e o p le  live  in cas tles  and  d o n ’t hav e  to w ork , o f  co u rse  
th e re ’s a s la v e  w h o se  w o rk  fuels th a t eco n o m ic  inequality .

Q u i-G o n  Jinn  and  the  q u een  tell A n ak in  th a t th e y ’re  no t o n  T atoo ine  
to  free  th e  slaves. T h e y ’re m o re  in te re s ted  in a ffa irs a t h om e, w h ich , in 
a ll fa irn ess , n eed  th e ir  im m e d ia te  a tten tio n . Q u i-G o n  Jin n  d o es  free  
A n ak in , th o u g h , a f te r  A n ak in  w in s the  pod  race. T h e  re s t o f  the  s laves in 
the  T atoo ine  g h e tto , th o u g h , the  s laves w h o  d o n ’t d em o n s tra te  a p ro fi­
c ien cy  in p o d  rac in g , are  le ft to  w a llo w  in  th e ir  po v erty , d o o m ed  to  a 
c ru sh in g  fa te  i f  th ey  try  to  e scap e  the  ghetto . A gain , th is is aw fu lly  s im i­
la r to  A m erican  g h e tto s  w h ere  k ids w h o  sh o w  so m e p ro fic ien cy  in  a 
sp e c ta to r  sp o rt are  freed  from  th e ir  im p o v erish ed  fate  w h ile  th e  re s t o f  
th e  p o o r  are  left to w a llo w  h e lp less  in the  ghetto . T h e  re s t o f  the  p o o r  in 
A m erican  g h e tto s  a lso  ten d  to  be  d o o m ed  to  a c ru sh in g  fate  i f  th ey  try  to 
e scap e  (u n lik e  th e  in te rn a l b o m b  the  T ato o in es u se , A m erican s  u se  the  
p riso n  in d u stria l com p lex ).

T h e  last, g la r in g  A m erica /T a to o in e  p ara lle l co m es w ith  A n a k in ’s 
freed o m . Q u i-G o n  Jin n  is in c red ib ly  im p re ssed  w ith  A n ak in . A n ak in  
has v o lu n tee red  h is p o d  an d  h is pod  race  ta len ts  and  a sk ed  fo r n o th in g  in 
re tu rn . A n a k in ’s sp e c ta to r  sp o rt su c cess  d irec tly  a id s Q u i-G o n  Jin n  on 
h is  m iss io n . A n ak in  p ro v es  to be a sm art, g o o d -n a tu red  an d  se lfless  kid. 
H is  u n iq u e  ta len ts  m ak e  h im  a p e rfe c t can d id a te  fo r Jed i tra in in g . Q u i- 
G o n  Jin n  ev en  b e liev es th a t A n ak in  is the  ch o sen  one. Y et, b e fo re  Q ui- 
G on  Jin n  b a rte rs  fo r th is  am az in g  k id ’s free d o m , he  g iv es  th e  k id  a b lo o d  
test. H o w  re p re sen ta tiv e  o f  th e  ’90s is th a t?  In a  so c ie ty  so  o b se ssed  
w ith  th e  co n ten ts  o f  a p e rso n ’s b lo o d  an d  u rin e  th a t the  re su lts  o f  a  b lo o d  
o r  u rin e  tes t a re  m o re  im p o rtan t in th e  h ir in g  p ro cess  th an  a p e rso n ’s 
in te llig en ce , g o o d  a ttitu d e , w o rk  e th ic , u n iq u e  ta len ts  an d  ed u ca tio n , I 
g u ess it ju s t  m ak es se n se  th a t o u r h e ro es an d  sa v io rs  sh o u ld  hav e  to 
stan d  u p  to  a  b lo o d  tes t, too . 1 g u ess i t ’s n o t so  ab su rd  i f  th e  p rac tice  
s ta rted  long  ago  in a g a lax y  far, far aw ay.

T h e  p a ra lle ls  b e tw een  T a to o in e  and  A m e ric a  are  m o st like ly  u n in ­
ten tio n a l. G eo rg e  L u cas, w h en  w ritin g  th e  P h a n to m  M e n ace , p ro b ab ly  
tr ie d  to  c rea te  a  b iza rre  an d  im ag in a tiv e  w o rld , an d  to m ak e  th is  w o rld  
b e liev ab le , he  an ch o red  it in th e  so c ie ty  su rro u n d in g  h im . It is n o t m y 
con ten tion  that L ucas w as a ttem pting  to suggest to  h is v iew ers that m oney  
is m o re  im p o rtan t th an  p eo p le ; th a t ro y a lty  g en e ra lly  m a in ta in s  pow er, 
ev en  in a d em o cracy ; th a t m o st k ids in the  g h e tto  w o n ’t m ak e  it o u t o f  
th e  g h e tto  u n less  th e y ’re  g rea t a th le tes ; o r  th a t b lo o d  an d  u rin e  te s ts  are 
the  bes t w ay s to sc reen  em p lo y ees . M o re  lik e ly  th an  no t, these  a re  all 
cases o f  a  so c ie ty ’s v a lu e s  b e in g  so in g ra in ed  in  a w rite r  th a t he  d o e s n ’t 
rea lize  he  is p ro m u lg a tin g  them .

W h en  the  m ain  ch arac te rs  reach  the  S enate , th o u g h , L ucas is c learly  
tak in g  o v ert p o litica l ja b s . S h o rtly  a f te r  a rriv in g  on g a lac tic  cap ita l o f  
C o ru sc an t, Q u een  A m id a la  is in fo rm ed , “ T h ere  is n o  c iv ility , o n ly  p o li­
tics ... th e  S en a te  is fu ll o f  g reedy , sq u a b b lin g  d e leg a te s . T h e re  is no  in ­
te re st in the  co m m o n  g o o d .”  A lso , the  S u p rem e C h a n c e llo r  (the p re s i­
den t) has “ little  rea l pow er. H e is m ired  b y  b ase le ss  a ccu sa tio n s  o f  co r­
ru p tio n .” T h is  isn ’t sub tle . T h is  isn ’t a h id d e n  m ean in g . T h is  is au th o ria l 
in tru s io n . T h e  m o v ie  ev en  go es on  to sh o w  th e  ac tio n s o f  the  S enate , 
w h ich  essen tia lly  am o u n t to a g roup  o f  b u reaucra ts w h o  respond  to  crim es 
ag a in s t h u m an ity  by  ap p o in tin g  a co m m ittee  w h o se  jo b  it is to  do  n o th ­
ing . T h e  b u reau c ra ts  are  all on  the  p ay ro ll o f  the  T rad e  F ed era tio n . T h is 
isn ’t ju s t  a para lle l to  the  leg isla tiv e  an d  ex ecu tiv e  b ran ch es o f  the  A m eri­

can  g o v e rn m en t. T h is  is a d irec t attack .
I t ’s p ro b a b ly  n o  co in c id en ce , either, th a t th e  m an  w h o  tu rn s o u t to be 

the  p u re ly  ev il fo rce  in th e  g a lax y  is a  p o litic ian  b a ttlin g  fo r free  trade.
W h a t rea lly  b reak s  m y  heart abo u t the  p a ra lle ls  b e tw een  the  P h an ­

tom  M en ace  an d  th e  so c ie ty  I live  in , th o u g h , is th e  b a ttle  a t th e  end. M ore  
sp ec ifica lly , w h a t b reak s  m y  h ea rt is the  ro le  o f  th e  G u n g an s  in the  battle  
a t th e  end . W h en  Ja r  Ja r  B in k s firs t en te red  th e  m ov ie , I n o ticed  h is  Ja ­
m aican  accen t. 1 w o n d ered  a t firs t i f  the G u n g an s , then , w ere  su p p o sed  to 
re la te  to th e  Ja m a ican s  in the  sam e ste reo ty p ica l w ay s  th a t th e  g reed y  
b u sin e ssm e n  o f  th e  T rad e  F ed era tio n  had Ja p an ese  acce n ts  an d  the  g ang- 
s te r/ju n k  m erch an t h ad  an  Ita lian  accen t. I a lso  th o u g h t th a t th e  G u n g an s 
m igh t be  Ja m a ican  b e cau se  th e ir  ea rs  lo o k  a  lot like the  h a irs ty le  o f  a rasta  
g u y  w h o  liv ed  in  m y o ld  n e ig h b o rh o o d  in  A tlan ta . T h e  m o re  1 th o u g h t 
ab o u t it, th o u g h , th e  m o re  I rea lized  th a t a  d irec t line c o u ld n ’t n ecessa rily  
be  d raw n  b e tw een  the  Ja m a ican s  and  the  G un g an s . T h e  G u n g an s  re la te  to 
a b ro ad e r d em o g rap h ic .

T h e  G u n g an s  a re  in n o cen t b y sta n d e rs  fo rce d  in to  a b a ttle , un like  
e ith e r  th e  p eo p le  w h o  live w ith in  the  T rade F ed era tio n  o r  the  p eo p le  o f  
N ab o o . T h ro u g h o u t th e  m o v ie , w e  are  to ld  th a t th e  p eo p le  o f  N ab o o  are 
s ta rv in g  an d  o th e rw ise  su ffe rin g , b u t w e  d o n ’t e v e r  see  an y  o f  th e  p eo p le  
o f  N ab o o , w ith  th e  ex cep tio n  o f  th e ir  po litic ian s. W e hav e  no  id ea  w h at a 
to w n  in N ab o o  lo o k s like, w h a t the  cu sto m s o f  N ab o o  are , o r  w h a t the  
o v era ll q u a lity  o f  liv in g  in N ab o o  w as b e fo re  th e  T rad e  F ed era tio n  cam e 
along . A ll w e k n o w  is th a t the  p eo p le  o f  N ab o o  a re  s ta rv in g  d u e  to  an 
in v as io n  by  th e  T rad e  F ed era tio n . T h erefo re , in th e  co n tex t o f  th e  m ov ie , 
th e  T rad e  F ed e ra tio n  is bad . B ut w e  d o n ’t k n o w  an y th in g  ab o u t th e  F ed ­
era tio n , e ither, e x cep t th a t tw o  o f  th e ir  lead ers  a re  u n e th ica l m en . B ut is 
th e re  m o re  to  the  ac tio n s o f  th e  T rade F ed e ra tio n ?  W e d o n ’t know . It 
rem in d s m e  o f  th e  p o p u la r  A m erican  reaction  to the  b o m b in g  o f  Y ugosla­
v ia  last y ea r  (rig h t a ro u n d  the  tim e  the P h an to m  M e n ace  h it th ea te rs). W e 
kn ew  that th e  p eo p le  o f  K o so v o  w ere  s ta rv in g  an d  o th e rw ise  su ffe rin g , 
b u t w e  d id n ’t  ev e r  see  m u ch  o f  them . T he m ain stream  m ed ia  d id n ’t e x ­
p la in  m uch  ab o u t the  K o so v a r re fu g e es, w h a t th e ir  lives w ere  like, w h a t 
th e ir  cu s to m s w ere , o r  an y th in g  like that. L ik ew ise , the  p eo p le  o f  Y ugo­
s la v ia  an d  the  n a tu re  o f  th e ir  c o n flic t w ith  th e  K o so v ars  w as co m p le te ly  
ignored . T h e  m ass m ed ia  p re sen ted  on ly  one  im p o rtan t b it o f  in fo rm a­
tion: th a t M ilo so v ic  w as the  n ex t H itler. T h e re fo re , w e  k n e w  th a t the  
K o so v ars  w ere  g o o d  and  th e  S lav s w ere  bad. T h e  m o v ie , the  A m erican  
g o v e rn m en t, an d  m ass m ed ia  d em an d ed  th a t w e  n o t ask  an y  m o re  ab o u t 
the  situ a tio n . G o o d  is p u re ly  good . E v il is p u re ly  ev il. T h e re  is no  ro o m  in 
be tw een  fo r q u e s tio n in g  th e  p o w ers  tha t b e . I k n o w  th is , th o u g h . I kn o w  
th a t the  lead ers  o f  N ab o o , th e  T rad e  F ed era tio n , Y ugoslav ia , an d  A m erica  
a ll le t p eo p le  u n d e r  th e ir  ju r isd ic tio n  sta rve . A ll o f  th em  do. I k n o w  th is, 
too . I k n o w  th a t Y ugoslav ia , a t least, has u n iv ersa l h ea lth  care .

1 d ig ress . W e ’re  ta lk in g  ab o u t th e  G u n g an s , here , an d  w h a t b reak s 
m y h ea rt ab o u t th e ir  p a rt in th e  battle . T h e  G u n g an s , u n lik e  th e  p eo p le  o f



N a b o o  a n d  th e  T rad e  F ed e ra tio n , a re  su ffe rin g . W e c a n  see th a t. W e can  
se e  th a t th e  G u n g an s  h av e  b een  fo rce d  to  liv e  u n d e rw a te r  ev en  th o u g h  
th ey  a re  c lea rly  n o t aq u a tic  c rea tu res. A n d  th is  is  b e fo re  p o litica l d isp u te s  
b e tw e e n  th e  N a b o o  an d  th e  T rad e  F ed e ra tio n  b rin g  o n  th e  inv asio n . W e 
can  a lso  see  th a t th e  reso lu tio n  o f  th e  trad e  d isp u te s  w o n ’t m ak e  life  any  
b e tte r  fo r the  G u n g an s , b u t th e ir  q u a lity  o f  life  w ill co n tin u e  to g e t w o rse  
un til the  d isp u te s  a re  re so lv ed . So I p u t th is  e q u a tio n  tog e th er: fo rced  to 
live in crappy , unn a tu ra l c o n d itio n s  p lu s re c e iv in g  all th e  n eg a tiv e  a s­
p ec ts  an d  n o n e  o f  the  p o sitiv e  a sp ec ts  o f  a g lobal eco n o m y  eq u a ls  w o rk ­
in g  c lass . So , o f  co u rse , w h en  it a ll co m es d o w n  to  the  b a ttle , w h o  h as  to 
ac tu a lly  f ig h t it?  Is it th e  poor, in v isib ly  su ffe rin g  N ab o o  m id d le  c lass?  O f  
co u rse  no t. I t’s the  G u n g an s . T h e  w o rk in g  c lass  fig h tin g  a w ar to k eep  the  
r ich  in pow er. Q u een  A m id a la ’s p la n  c o u ld n ’t  be  m o re  tran sp a ren t, too . 
E ssen tia lly , h e r  p lan  ca lls  fo r th e  G u n g an s  to  w a lk  o u t in to  a  fie ld  an d  get 
sh o t a t an d  d ie  un til she  can  g e t back  in to  h e r  cas tle . W h at th e  hell k in d  o f  
p lan  is th a t?  W h ere  a re  th e  m id d le  an d  u p p e r c la sses  o f  N ab o o ?  T h ey  
b e n e fit fro m  the  g lo b a l econom y. W h y  d o n 't  th ey  s ta n d  o u t in the  field  
an d  g e t sh o t?  T h e y ’re  the  o n es  w h o  a re  so  d e p e n d e n t upon  trad e  th a t th ey  
c a n ’t  ev en  feed  th em se lv e s  on  a lush , g reen  p lan e t like N ab o o . W h y  the 
hell d o n ’t th ey  figh t th e ir  o w n  figh ts?  W h y  do  th e  p o o r  b as ta rd s  w h o  get 
n o th in g  fro m  the  g o v e rn m e n t a lw ay s hav e  to d ie  fo r the  g o v e rn m en t?  
W h y  is it a lw ay s  th e  w o rk in g  c lass?

Q u een  A m id a la  g e ts  in to  h e r  cas tle , th o u g h . S he  re m e m b e rs  th e  
G u n g an s . S he trea ts  th em  w ell. T h e  m o v ie  en d s b e fo re  she  can  fo rce  th em  
all b ack  in to  the  sw am p s. T h is  a llo w s m e to  ca lm  d o w n  an d  rem in d  m y ­
s e lf  th a t, b y  an d  large , i t ’s  ju s t  a  m ovie.

A ll o f  th is  b eg s  q u es tio n s  ab o u t life  im ita tin g  a r t  an d  ab o u t th e  in ­
ten tio n s  o f  the  author. N e ith e r  o f  th ese  q u es tio n s  in te rests  m e  too  m uch.

A s I m en tio n ed  earlie r, I d o n ’t b e liev e  m o st o f  th ese  p a ra lle ls  a re  in ­
te n tio n a l c o n s tru c ts  o f  G eo rg e  L ucas. T h e  su b tle  id eas  h id d en  in  th e  
P h a n to m  M e n ace  ex is t in  th e  m o v ie  b e c a u se  th e y  e x is t all a ro u n d  us. 
B y  an d  large , th ey  are  rare ly  a r ticu la ted  n o tio n s  th a t lead  to  a  n u m b er 
o f  th e  p ro b lem s th a t o u r so c ie ty  faces today. T h e  so lu tio n s to  these  
p ro b lem s ex is t ju s t  as subtly , th o u g h , in all fo u r S ta r  W ars m ov ies. 
T h e y ’re  p ack ed  in a  little  fram e an d  g iv e n  a  num ber: R 2-D 2.

T h in k  o f  th a t little  guy. In  the  firs t m o v ie , he  in tro d u c ed  L uk e  to 
O b i W an. H e  d e liv e red  the  b lu ep rin ts  o f  the  D eath  S ta r  to  th e  rebel 
fo rces. T h en , he  ro d e  sh o tg u n  on  th e  sh ip  th a t d es tro y ed  th e  D eath  
Star. H e ev en  sto p p e d  the  tra sh  co m p a c to r  fro m  c ru sh in g  all the  p ro ­
tag o n ists . In th e  seco n d  m o v ie , he  d ro v e  L uke S k y w alk e r to  Y oda and  
w e n t th ro u g h  Jed i tra in in g  w ith  h im . In  th e  th ird  m o v ie , he  h e lp ed  
sp rin g  H an S olo  an d  P rin cess L e ia  from  th e  g rip s o f  Ja b a  th e  H utt, 
an d  he  p ick ed  th e  lo ck  to  th e  sh ie ld  g en era to r, w h ich  a llo w ed  L ando  
C a lr iss ian  to  b lo w  up th e  D ea th  S ta r  again . In  the  fo u rth  m o v ie , he 
re s to red  th e  p ro tec tiv e  sh ie ld  to  th e  e scap e  sh ip , he  ja c k e d  up th e  ho t 
ro d  po d , an d  he  m ad e  it p o ss ib le  fo r  A n ak in  to  b lo w  up  th e  d ro id  sh ip , 
th e reb y  d isa b lin g  all the  w arrio rs  w h o  w ere  k illin g  th e  G u n g an s . B a ­
sica lly , o f  all th e  p ro tag o n is ts  o f  a ll th e  S ta r  W ars m o v ies , R 2-D 2  w as 
th e  hero . H e  sa v ed  e v e ry o n e ’s ass and  no  o n e  sa v ed  h is. A n d  no  one  
ev e r  rea lly  ack n o w led g e d  h im  as an y th in g  m o re  than  a cu te  b u ck e t o f  
m eta l. R 2-D 2  teach es  us, th o u g h , th a t th e  u n reco g n ized  little  guy  has 
all pow er. H e b u ild s  an d  fix es th ings. H e ’s a  cou rier, nav ig a to r, m e­
ch an ic , s tu d en t, rad ica l an d  e lec tica l tech n ic ian ; h e ’s a  lab o re r  and  a 
g run t. H is ab ility  to  d o  th e  ac tual w o rk  an d  ap p ly  h im se lf  to  a  cau se  
a llo w s h im  to  w in  h is freed o m . To hell w ith  th e  so ld ie rs  and  p o liti­
c ians . E v e ry th in g  d ep en d s  upon  th a t little  guy. *
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C h r i s t m a s   

t o  c l a m o r  f r o m  b i l l y

h e y  s a n t a  i t s  

m e - t i m m y  

s m i t h .

t i m m y !  g o o d  t o  h e a r  

f r o m  y o u !  h o w  a r e  y o u r  

e n j o y i n g  y o u r  g i f t ?

t i m m y !  i ' m  a s h a m e d  

o f  t h i s  b e h a v i o r !  

t h a t  t o y  w a s  

m a d e  b y  m y  e l v e s  

a s  a  s y m b o l  o f  t h i s  

h o l i d a y -  j u s t  f o r  y o u !

i 'm  n o t .  i  

w a n t e d  
a  v i d e o  g a m e .

c ' m o n  

m a n . . .  i t s  

a  d u c k  

w i t h  w h e e l s .

i ' v e  h a d  

i t  w i t h  t h i s  

s e l f i s h n e s s !  

e x p e c t  a  

d i r t y  l u m p  

o f  c o a l  n e x t  

t i m e , b r a t ! ! !

t h i s  r o o m  n e e d s  a  l a v a  l a m p .

e n d !

W R I T E  M E  F O R  C O M I X !

T I L E  C O M I X  b i l l y  m c k a y P . O .  B o x  

5 4 2  N . O lm s te d , O H  4 4 0 7 0

h i t s o m e o n e w i t h a s n o w b a l l



B A C K  I S S U E S

$ 4  e a c h  

v ia  th e  fo llo w in g  s i t e s

g ro u n d : 

CLAMOR 

PO Box 1 2 2 5  

B ow ling  G reen , OH 4 3 4 0 2

s p a c e :

w w w .c la m o rm a g a z in e .o rg

Clamor #1 Feb/Mar2000 
Reflections on the Seattle protests, 

Interview with Howard Zinn, Amateur 
Boxing, Internet Privacy, Political Prisoners, 

Hiking the Appalachian, Hines Farm Blues Club, 
Grafitti Writers, Talking With the Owner of Fuel 

Cafe, White Privilege and Racism, the Real 
Business of Coffee and MORE!

Clamor #2 Apr/May 2000 
HMO Horrors, Non/Monogamy, Interview 

with John Zerzan, Women in Hip Hop, 
Green Consumerism, Poetry Zines, Punk and 

Anti-Racism, Travelling Cheap in Paris, For and 
Against Extremist Groups, Coney Island, Non- 

Profit Volunteerism, May Day and MORE!

Clamor #3 Jun/Jul 2000 
A16 protests, Drug testing in 
the Workplace, an Anarchist 

Primer, Consensus Decision Making, Automobile 
Economics, Harley Davidson and the Birth of 
the Outlaw, the Art of Tracy Emin, Rural Life 

and the DIY Ethic, Victory Records and the Porn 
Industry, Riding NYC’s Subway, Travelling 

Vegan in the UK and MORE!

Clamor #4 Aug/Sep 2000 
Perspectives on voting (& not voting) and 

electoral politics, Interviews with Erroll Morris 
and Charles Gatewood, Art Cars in America, 

Critical Theory of Masculinity, Adult Liberation, 
Traveling in Kenya, Animal Rescuers, Detroit 

Electronic Music Festival, the Labadie Radical 
Literature Collection, Reflections of a Daycare 
Worker, Changing Face of Richmond, the Rock 

Hall of Fame and MORE!

Clamor #5 Oct/Noc 2000 
Protests at DNC and RNC, Food Not Bombs 20th 

Anniversary, Hitchhiking in Croatia, Vasecto­
mies, Agribusiness, Tales from a Phone Sex 

Operator, the Underground Publishing 
Conference, Short Stories, Alleged Art Gallery 

Owner Aaron Rose, UN Sanctions Against Iraq, 
Non-Monogamy, Attica. Bank Fingerprinting and 

 MORE!
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. . .  I w i l l  t r y  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  k i l l  t h e  s l e e p i n g  c o p  i n  m e . ' ’ 

“ C h o r u s  o f  O n e , ”  S t r i k e  A n y w h e r e ,  2 0 0 0


