JAPANESE EVACUATION FROM THE WEST COAST 149
attack on Pearl Harbor and the apparent exposure of the west coast to enem

action left its ‘' American mgu[ations LA condition of great excitement
and apprehension,” which “tended greatly to inflame our peo le against all
mﬁ'ﬁlese ancestry.” 110 SEort[y after the evacuation had been com-

pleted, the Assistant Secretary commented to General Drum:

As you know, the Japanese were removed from the West Coast, first, because of
the proximity of the West Coast to the Japanese theater of operations and, second,
because of the very large number of Japanese concentrated in that area, and thirdly,
because of the fear that direct action might be taken against the Japanese as a result
of the rather antagonistic attitude of the local population.**®

Yet in Hawaii, with a considerably greater concentration of Japanese much
closer to the arena of operations, no similar removal occurred despite very
similar evacuation planning after Oahu’s baptism of fire in December 1941.M"

115 T tr, ASW to Mrs. Edwin H. Kinney, 27 Jun 42, ASW o14.311 WDC Gen.
116 T tr. ASW to CG EDC, 16 Nov 42, ASW o14.311 WDC Gen.
117 See below, ch. VIII.
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