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A Letter to Saroyan

This year a renown writer William Saro-
yan, Armenian by birth, would be eighty. Not so
long ago his close friend from California, Dick-
ran Kouymjian, was a guest at AOKS. During
our talks we learned that he is also a good es-
sayist. At any rate, we became interested in his
work, which we decided to introduce to our
readers' kind attention.

Dear Bill,

If cormorants might have their "heavenly tide," as

you speculated here in Paris in "Days of Life and Death
and Escape to the Moon" while describing the death. of
such a bird you witnessed once on the beach at Malibu,
so .too there is probably a special "heavenly public lib-
rary" for writers, especially for book-crazy Armenian-
American ones from fresno, Calif. Surely such a heavenly
library receives the Herald Tribune or'You would not have
considered going there for such a long time as eternity.

I know you will be pleased to read a letter sent from

your own fifth-floor walk-up, 74 Rue Taitbout. In the
apartment everything is fine - all the hats, the Tribunes
neatly stacked though yellowing, your collected stones
and pebbles, those under water in jars, those wrapped'
in napkins in jars, the rest on the mantels and the bal·
cony - everything, systematically disorganized as you
left it. The hallway is dustier than usual because of a
renovation on the second floor, but the climb up the five
flights of unvarnished wooden steps distracts the mind
differently from floor to floor and at the top it's catching
one's breath, as you used to say, that is the immediate
preoccupation, not the dust.

May has been rai~Y and cold, rainier than any May
can remember in Paris, heavy rains like those winter

40

downpours In Fresno. But on the 18th, the day you left
fresno and the "whole voyald" forever, it was wildly
sunny and the flat was particularly luminous.

<>
Your paris agent, Michelle Lapautre, took care of the

bills you were concerned about, and announced that Flam·
marion expects to release the French translation of the
"Adventures of Wesley Jackson" in October, Arpik called
from Haratch to say that the "Arts and Letters" supple-
ment for July would be devoted to William Saroyan. (I
am not sure of she knows that you immortalized her and
the only Armenian daily in Europe in that yet-to·b«:·per·
formed and unpublished play you _w!o!e in 30 days a
couple of Junes ago in Paris and quite exceptionally let
my students at Fresno State read last fall. I am sure she
will be pleased when she discovers that the action takes'.
place in her editorial offices on Rue d'Hauteville.)

I finally met your lawyer friend of 20 years. Aram

Kevorkian, after his return from seeing you in Fresno in
mid·April. His news was good and bad, sad but some·
times laughing news too, the fusion or confusion of a
proper Philadelp'hian's first impression of Fresno and
what he discovered would be the last of you. (I under-
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l'illiamSarOi/aIL

stand even better now why you insisted on givin~ 'me
your own keys to the apartment over my protest that I
could use the set that Krikor Atamian had; you knew

the ulcer was more than just an ulcer.)
Aram said that, at your request, he played Bach, some

of your old favorites, while visiting you on West Griffith
Way - just as he did on your pianola ("remarkably in
tune") when we came up here to No. 74 a fortnight ago.

He remembered you had bought that player piano a block
down the street; he recalled the purchase of the apart-

ment itself in 1960 from a realtor friend after you decided
to settle In Paris. Like your brother Henry in the "Bro·
ken Wh~I." your earliest published story I seem to recall.

jusifying his first extravagance - an enormous cake - by
sayini he thought it looked just right, you. seeing all
tha~ sky and light on the top floor, said to the bewilder·

'ed' agent, "I'll take itl" over his protesting, "But Mr. Sa·
roy an, I have many other apartments to show you."

Here it Is exactly 21 years tater to the day; Aram
didn't tell me that; you did, indirectly. For among the
letters, manuscripts and clippings in the locked file ca-
binet that, with your paintings and aome books, you
wanted me to ship to Fresno State for ....hat will be the
William Saroyan Archive, part of an Armenian National

Museum, I found an old book: "The Cornertown Chron·
icles" by Kathleen Knox, New York, 1880.

Inside the front cover was the short inscription that
explained why, unlike the thousands of other books piled
everywhere in these four rooms, it was under lock and
key: "My first day here was May 25, 1960. William Sa·
roy an." It occurred to me that 21 years at this address
is the longest you have been at any oi the places you've

41



SUBJECT A Letter to Saroyan From Dr. Kouymjian PAGE 4 of 4

•. ' {;WLTURE AND LIFE •

"done time," as you once put it, even longer than your

early interrupted years in Fresno or the later ones there

or in San francisco and New York. During these past
decades I guess Paris was more your home than any·
where in the world, though you will always be associated
with Fresno, or rather Fresno with you.

Your friends Kevorkian and Atamian have met, and in
true Armenian fashion found out -quickly that they are

nearly related. Once in 1963 or 1964, Arllm remembers
going with you to what he thinks must have been Atam·
ian's tailor shop, not the new one on the Rue La Fayette

but the original one around the corner froin Taitbout on
ChAteaudun, to get a suit made. He repeated in French
what you had already told Krikor, in the' Bitlis dialect
of Armenian you were famous for, not to make the jacket
too sh?rt. Of course, each time you emphasized that point,
you were assured that it would not be too short.

When you finally got the suit, the jacket was pre-

dictably too short and you were in a state. After fuming
that you could never wear it, Aram apparently said to

simply return it and be refunded, but you replied, "I can't
do that to Krikor. Don't worry, I'll write a story and get
more than my money back." And curiously enough, Bill,
almost directly underneath Ms. Knox's book of 1880 was
a carbon copy of "One of the 804 ArmenIan Tailors of

Paris," which you wrote a decade later.
The most important news of this leiter is that yester-

day, Krikor, Aram and An~le and I were together with
hundreds of your other Paris friends at the Armenian
church on Rue Jean Goujon for a requiem service in your

_ memory performed by none other than His Holiness the
Catholicos of all Armenians, Vazken I, here on a pastoral

visit from Holy Etchmiadzin.
Though I know you wanted no religious service In

Fresno, Paris is not Fresno and I recall how warmly you
used to speak about your meetings with Vazken in Ar-

menia. On this first Sunday after your material departure

from earth, he wanted personally to eulogize you in your
adopted hometown.

<>
There was already to be a service in honor of those

who died at Sardarabad in May, 1918, during the heroic
struggle that stopped the Turkish Army from taking the
Ararat valley and completing the genocide started In
1915, 15 you remembered hearing about at age 10 back
in Fresno. Everyone seemed moved whfn the Catholicos
turned from Sardarabad to Saroyan, beginning with the
metaphor used in the obituary in Le Monde, signed by
your old friend John Hess (he also did the one in the
Trib, if you were wondering). comparing you to I geyser,

"exploding," said His Holiness, "all the time with stories,
and everywhere he went, bursting with laughter."

He also called you the prodigy of the nation, the
vehicle through which three millennia of the Armenian ex·
perience WI5 perhaps most perfectly expressed, you, the
orphaned writer of an orphaned nation. The Catholicos
concluded, "William Saroyan's writing, his humanism,
speaks not just about or to the Armenians but to all
people about all people,"

Oh, I almost forgot, your mint is coming up once.

again all over the balcony, a bit late because it has been
so cold, but robust and dark green. 1 still don't under·
stand why you planted it in plain, gravelly sand, but the
crazy Saroyan mint loves it. The water level in the two
plastic buckets you left out last September to measure
the accumulated raifaU during your aonual winter mig·
ration is exactly 16.8 centimeters in the yellow one and
16.1 in the blue. I know you will appreciate that detaiL

Your friend. Dickran Kouymjian
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Armenian Studies Programs
Dickran Kouymjian Named
To Chair At CSU, Fresno

Dickran Kouymjian, director of the
Armenian Studies Program at California
State University, Fresno, has been ap-
pointed first occupant of the newly
established Haig and Isabel Berberian
Chair of Armenian Studies at the
University.

On April 9 CSUF President Harold Haak
announced Dr. Kouymjian's appointment
to the new chair, which was established in
December following a successful campaign
to raise $300,000.
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Armenians Participate in Fresno Exposition
FRESNO - Th~ annual eth-

nic cultural festival. slat~d this
year as Fresno's In remational
Exposition, will ran from Friday
September n until Sunday, Sep-
tember 24. The festival, which
recognizes and celebrates the
cultural diversity of those in our
community each Fall on the Ful·
tun Mall. once again attracted
thousands.

The Armenians will be among
some 30 ethnic groups who will
portray their tlnest in the areas
of history. music, dance, costu·
mes and food.

Allan Yeghia Jendian of the
Armenian Assembly and coordi-
nator of the Armenian section is
pleased to announce that the

"Hye" se..:tion 0n the Fulton
Mall at Kern will oncc again fea·
ture shish kebJb ;]nd Armeni;]n
p;JStries ;]nd cultural and histori·
c;]1 exhibits by local Armenian
orgJnizations.

Each ethnic group has been
assigned a designated area on the
Mall. a half block in size, which
will be transformed in to a visual
presentation about the particular
country, people and their cus-
toms. "The activities planned
and presented are to encourage
and promote an understanding
of the diversity and rich cultu-
ral heritage of each of the eth·
nic groups in Fresno," stated
lendian.

Highligh ring rhe "Hye" sec·
tion will be a book fair. arranged
by Y~rvan: Chaderdjian of \Ie·
shag Publishing Co, and histori-
cal exhibi ts. ~fem bers of the
Arax Dancers will prescn t Arme·
nian dance at I :00 0 'clock on
Saturday.

Participating organizations in
the Hye section included the Ar-
menian Assembly, the Armenian
Community School of Fresno,
the Armenjvn SWdep IS Qroan i·
ffbon ot CSyF, Daughters of

artan-Aiidz Otyag and the
Ara..x Dancers.

Assisting lendian on the plan-
ning committee are: Shish kebab
ASO-Barlow Der Muprdechian
fad JacQuelme Slshan, ASO;

astry on Saturday BV-Martha
Parvarian and Angie Berberian;
Pastry on Sunday ACSF-George
Karkazian, Historical Exhibits-
Matthew and Micah lendian;
Book Fair-Yervant Chaderdjian,
Arax Dancers-Zar Der Mugrde-
chian.
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Armenians Will Participate in Fresno
International Exposition This Weekend

FRESNO - The annual ethnic
cultural festival. slated this year
at Fresno's International Exposi-
tion. will run from Sept. 22 until
Sept. 24 at the Fulton Mall.

Some 30 ethnic groups will
portray their heritage in history, :
music. dance. costumes and food.

Allan Yeghia Jendian of the
Armenian Assembly and coor-
dinator of the Armenian section
announced that the "Hye" sec-
tion on the Fulton Mall at Kern
will feature shish kebab and
Armenian pastries and cultural
and historical exhibits by local
Armenian organizations.

Highlighting the "Hye" sec-
tion will be a book fair, arranged
by Yervant Chaderdjian of
Meshag Publishing Co., and
historical exhibits. Members of
the Arax Dancers will present
Armenian dances at I o'clock on
Saturday.

Participating organizations in-
cluded the Armenian Assembly,

the Armenian Community School
of Fresno, the Annenian Students
Organization of CSUF, Daughter
of Vartan-Alizd Ot)'ag and the
Arax Dancers.

Assisting Jendian on the plan-
ning committee are: Barlow Der
Mugrdechian and Jacqueline
Sislian. Martha Parvanian and
Angie Berberian, George Karka-
zian, Matthew ang Micah Jen-
dian, Yervant Chaderjian and Zar
Der Mugrdechian.
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Fresno Armenians
In Int.I Expo

Armenians were among some
30 ethnic groups who portrayed
their finest in the areas of
history, music, dance, costumes
and food in the annual ethnic
cultural festival. slated this year'
as Fresno's International Ex-
position, held September 22·24,
on the downtown Fulton Mall,
Fresno, CA.

According to Allan Y. Jend-
ian, coordinator of the Arme-
nian section, featured were Ar-
menianfood and pastries, as
well as cultural and historical
exhibits by local Armenian or-
ganizations.

Each ethnic group was assign-
ed a designated area on the
mall, a half block in size, which
was transformed into a visual
presentation about the par-
ticular country, people and their
customs. "The activities
presented were to encourage
and promote an understanding
of the diversity and-rich cultural
heritage of each of the ethnic
groups in Fresno. II stated Mr.
Jendian. ,

Highlights of the Armenian
section were a book fair ar-
ranged by Yervant Chaderdjian
of Meshag Publishing Co., and
a historical exhibit by Micah
Jendian. Members of the Arax
Dancers presented Armenian
dances.

Participating organizations in-
cluded the Armenian Assembly,
the Armenian Community
School of Fresno, the Armenian
Students Organization of CSUF,
Daughters of Vartan-Alidz
Otyag and the Arax Dancers.

Assisting Jendian on the plan-
ning committee were: Barlow
Der Mugrdechian, Deborah Ga-
rabedian, Martha Parvanian,
Angie Berberian, George Karka·
zian, Micah Jendian, Yervant
Chaderdjian. Zar Der Mugr·
dechian and Matthew Jendian.
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Dr. Kouymjian to Inaugurate Lecture
Series at California State at Fresno

FRESNO, Ca. - Dr.. Dickran
Kouymjian, Director' of the
CSUF Armenian Studies Pro-
gram, will give the inaugural
presentation in the Armenian
Studies Program Fall Lecture
Series co-sponsored by the
Armenian Studies Program and
the Armenian Students Organi-
zation. The lecture, "The Life of
Christ Cycle in Armenian Manu-
script Illumination," will be con-
cerned with the major topic of
Armenian manuscript illumina-
tion. The lecture will be held on
Thursday, October 5, 1989 at
7:30 p.m. in the Alice Peters
Auditorium of the Valley Busi-
ness Center on the CSUF
campus.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian is the
first holder of the Haig and
Isabel Berberian Chair of
Armenian Studies at CSUF. He
received his doctorate in
Armenian Studies from Colum-
bia University and has taught
Armenian and Near EasternHis-
tory and Art at Columbia, the
American University of Beirut,
the American University in
Cairo, Haigazian COllegein Bei-
rut, and the American College in
Paris.

He came to Fresno from Paris
in 1977 to establish a new
program In Armenian Studies at
CSU Fresno. There he estab-
lished the Armenian student
newspaper Hye Sharzhoom, in
1979, the Armenian Alumni
Association, the Index of
Armenian Art, and in 1985 the
Center for Armenian Studies,
which is housed in the new Leon
S. Peters Business Building. At
the university he has organized
international conferences on

'the'Artnenian folk epic David of
Sassoun and William Saroyan,
and exhibits on Medieval
Armenian Architecture, Armen-
ians of California, and West
Coast Armenian artists.

Dr. Kouymjian is the author of
some ten books and fifty arti-
cles. He has read scientific pap-
ers at more than fifty
international conferences and
given several hundred public
lectures. In 1979 he was invited
by the Faculty of Arts and Scien-
ces of New York University to
give the sixth annual Hagop
Kevorkian Distinguished Lec-
tures in Near Eastern Civiliza-
tion. His most recent books have
been on William Saroyan, the
fifth century Armenian historian
Ghazar P'arpets'i, and a collec-
tion of essays in honor of Haig
Berberian for the Gulbenkian
Foundation in Lisbon, Portugal.

In 1984and again in 1985, Dr.
Kouymjian was elected Presi-
dent of the Society for Armenian
Studies. In 1986 he was chosen
Outstanding Professor of the
Year by his colleagues on the
faculty of California State Uni-
versity, Fresno. In 1987 he was
awarded a Fulbright Senior
Lectureship by the United State
government to the Soviet Union
where he taught the spring
semester in the Department of
Foreign Languages and litera-
ture at YerevanState University
in Armenia.

Dr. Kouymjian will also begiv-
ing a lecture on "Armenia
Between East and West" at 7:00
p.m. on Wednesday,October25,
1989 in the Alice Peters Audito-
rium of the Valley Business Cen·
ter for the Classical Society at
CSUF.

Both lectures by Dr. Kouymj-
ian are free and open to the
public.

The ASP Fall Lecture Series
will feature an additional four
talks from October through
December. Dr. Leonardo Ali-
shan, Professor of Persian Liter-
ature at the University of Utah;
Dr. YvesTenon of Paris, a scho-
lar of the Armenian Genocide;
Barlow Der Mugrdechian of the
CSUF Armenian Studies Pro-
gram; and Archbishop Torkom
Manoogian, Primate of the East-
ern Diocese of the Armenian
Church of North America, will
speak on issues ranging from
the songs of Gomidas to the
aftermath of the earthquake in
Armenia.

For more information on the
Armenian Studies Program Fall
Lecture Series, please contact
the Armenian Studies Program
at (209) 294-2669.
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Dr. Kouymjian to
Inaugurate

Lecture Series
Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Director of the CSUF

Armenian Studies Program will give the inaugural
presentation in the Armenian Studies Program Fall
lecture Series co-sponsored by the Armenian Studies
Program and the Armenian Students Organization. The
lecture, "The Life of Christ Cycle in Armenian
Manuscript Illumination," will concern the major topic
of Armenian manuscript illumination. The lecture will
be held on Thursday, October 5, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Alice Peters Auditorium of the Valley Business
Center on the CSUF campus.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian is the first holder of the
Haig and Isabel Berberian Chair of Armenian Studies at
CSUF. He received his doctorate in Armenian Studies
from Columbia University and has taught Armenian and
Near Eastern History and Art at Columbia, the American
University of Beirut, the American University of Cairo,
Haigazian College in Beirut, and the American College
in Paris.

He carr.e to Fresno from Paris in 1977 to establish a
new Program in Armenian Studies at CSU Fresno.
There he established Armenian student newspaper Hye
Sharzhoom, in 1979, the Armenian Alumni
Association, the Index of Armenian Art, and in 1985 the
Center for Armenian Studies. which is housed in the
new Leon S. Peters Business Building. At the
university he has organized international conferences on
the Armenian folk epic David of Sassoun and William
Saroyan, and exhibits on Medieval Armenian
Architecture, Armenians of California, and West Coast
Armenian artists.

PAGE 1 of 1

Dr. Kouymjian is the author of some ten books and
fifty articles. He has read scientific papers at more than
fifty international conferences and given several hundred
public lectures. In 1979 he was invited by the Faculty
of Arts and Sciences of New York University to give the
sixth annual Hagop Kevorkian Distinguished Lectures in
Near Eastern Civilization. His most recent books have
been on William Saroyan, the fifth century Armenian
historian Ghazar P'arpets'i, and a collection of essays in
honor of Haig Berberian for the Gulbenkian Foundation
in Lisbon. Portugal.

In 1984 and again in 1985, Dr. Kouymjian was
elected President of the Society for Armenian Studies.
In 1986 he was chosen Outstanding Professor of the
Year by his colleagues on the faculty of California State
University, Fresno. In 1987 he was awarded a Fulbright
Senior Lectureship by the United States government to
the Soviet Union where he taught the spring semester in
the Deparunent of Foreign Languages and Literature at
Yerevan State University in Armenia.

Dr. Kouymjian will also be giving a lecture on
"Armenia Between East and West" at 7:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, October 25. 1989 in the Alice Peters
Auditorium of the Valley Business Center for the
Classical Society at CSUF.

The ASP Fall Lecture Series will feature an
additional fOl:r talks from October through December.
Dr. Leonardo Alishan, Professor of Persian Literature at
the Universit~, of Utah; Dr. Yves Ternon of Paris, a
scholar of lne Armenian Genocide; Barlow Der
Mugrdechian of the CSUF Armenian Studies Program;
and Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate of the
Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of North .
America

For more information on the Armenian Studies
Program Fall Lecture Series please contact the Armenian
Studies Program at (209) 294-2669.
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Dr. KouymJlanTo Inaugurate Lecture
Series At Fresno State University

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Director
of the CSUF Armenian Studies Pro-
gram will give the inaugUral presenta-
tion in the Armenian Studies Program
Fall Lecture Series co-sponsored by the
Armenian Studies Program and the
Armenian Students Organizations. The
lecture, "The Life of Christ Cycle in
Armenian Manuscript Illumination,"
will concern the major topic of Arme-
nian manuscript illumination. The lec-
ture will be held on Thursday, October
5, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. in the Alice Peters
Auditorium of the Valley Business
Center on the CSUF campus.

Dr. Diekran Kouymjian is the first
holder of the Haig and Isabel
Berberian Chair of Armenian Studies
at. CSUF. He received his doctorate in
Armenian Studies from Columbia
University and has taught Armenian
and Near Eastern History and Art at
Columbia, the American University of
Beirut, the American University of
Cairo, Haigazian College in Beirut,
and the American College in Paris.

He came to Fresno from Paris in
1977 to establish a new Program in
Armenian Studies at CSU Fresno.
There he established the Armenian stu-
dent newspaper Rye Sluzrzhoom, in
1979, the Armenian Alumni Associa-
tion, the Index of Armenian Art, and
in 1985 the Center for Armenian
Studies, which is housed in the new
Leon S. Peters Business Building. At
the university he has organized interna-
tional conferences on the 'Armenian
folk epic David of Sassoun and
William Saroyan, and exhibits on
Medie.val Armenian Architecture,
Armenians of California, and West
Coast Armenian artists.

Dr. Kouymjian is the author of
some ten books and flfty articles. He
has read scientific papers at more than
flfty international conferences and
given several hundred public lectures.
In 1979 he was invited by the Faculty
of Arts and Sciences of New York
University to give the sixth annual
Hagop Kevorkian Distinguished Lec-
tures in Near Eastern Civilization. His
most recent books have been on
William Saroyan, the fifth century
Armenian historian Ghazar P'arpets'i,
and a collection of essays in honor of
Haig Berberian for the Gulbenkian
Foundation in Lisbon, Portugal.

In 1984 and again in 1985, Dr.
Kouymjian was elected President of
the Society for Armenian Studies. In
1986 he was chosen Outstanding Pro-
fessor of the Year by his colleagues on
the faculty of California State Univer-
sity, Fresno. In 1987 he was awarded a
Fulbright Senior Lectureship by the
United States government to the Soviet
Union where he taught the spring
semester in the Department of Foreign
Languages and Literature at Yerevan
State University in Armenia.

Dr. Kouymjian will also be giving
a lecture on ...,Armenia Between East
and West-at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
October 25, 1989 in the Alice Peters
Auditorium of the Valley Business
Center for the Classical Society at
CSUF.

Both lectures by Dr. Kouymjian
are free and open to the public.

The ASP Fall Lecture Series will
feature an additional four talks from
October through December. Dr.
Leonardo Alishan, Professor of Per-
sian Literature at the University of
Utah; Dr. Yves Ternon of Paris, a
scholar of the Armenian Genocide;
Barlow Der Mugrdechian of the CSUF
Armenian Studies Program; and Ar-
chbishop Torkom Manoogian,
Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the
Armenian Church of North America
will speak on issues ranging from the
songs of Gomidas to the aftermath of
the earthquake iil Armenia.

For more information on the
Armenian Studies Program FallLec-
ture Series, please contact the Arme-
nian Studies Program at (209)
294-2669 .•
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Dickran Ko.y~iian to Inaugurate
FRESNO - Dr. Dickran Kou·

ymjian, Director of the CSUF
Armenian Studies Program will
give the inaugural presentation
in the Armenian Studies Pro·
gram Fall Lecture Series co-
sponsored by the Armenian Stu-
dies Program and the Armenian
Studen ts Organization. The lec·
ture, "The Life of Christ Cycle
in Armenian Manuscript Illumi-
nation," will concern the major
topic of Armenian manuscript
illumination. The lecture will be
held on Thursday, 5 October
1989 at 7:30 p.m. in the Alice
Peters Auditorium of the Valley
Business Center on the CSUF
campus.

.Dr. Dickran Kouymjian is the

first holder of the Haig and Isa-
bel Berberian Chair of Armen-
ian Studies from Columbia Uni·
versity and has taught Armenian
and Near Eastern History and
Art at Columbia, the American
University of Beirut, the Ameri-
can University in Cairo, Haigaz.
ian College in Beirut, and the
American College in Paris.

Dr. Kouymjian will also be gi·
ving a lecture on "Armenia Bet-
ween East and West" at 7:00 pm
on Wednesday, October 25,
1989 in the Alice Peters Audito·
rium of the Valley Business Cen·
ter for the Classical Society at
CSUF.

The ASP Fall Lecture Series
will feature an additional four

Ledure Series.
talks from October through De·
cember. Dr. Leonardo Alishan,
professor of Persian Literature at
the University of Utah; Dr. Yves
Ternon of Paris, a scholar of the
Armenian Genocide; Barlow Der
Mugrdechian of the CSUF Arme·
nian Studies Program; and Arch-
bishop Torkom Manoogian, Pri-
mate of the Eastern Diocese of
the Armenian Church of North
America will speak on issues ran·
ging from the songs of Gomidas
to the aftennath of the earth-
quake in Armenia.

For more infonnation on the
Lecture Series please contact the
Armenian St udies Program at

.(209) 294-2669.
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California State University, Fresno
Annenian Studies Program

Annenian Students Organization
present

Fall Lecture Series.'
Inaugural Presentation

by

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian
Haig and Isabel Berberian

Professor of Annenian Studies
"The Life of Christ Cycle in

Armenian Manuscript
Illumination"

TODAY, October 5,1989
7:30pm

Alice Peters Auditorium
Valley Business Center, CSUF

Free parking available in Lot J. directly east of the Valley Business
Center. Reception to follow.

There is no admission charge and the public is welcome
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'Ancient World' lectures
will open 2nd season

The second annual lecture series
on "The Ancient World," sponsored
by Fresno State University's classi-
cal studies program and the Classi-
cal Society, will begin Monday with
a lecture by FSU history Professor
Loy Bilderback.

He will speak at 7 p.m. in Room
194 of the Leon S. Peters Business
Building at FSU on "Bridging Un-
troubled Waters: the Pont du Gard
and the Aqueduct at Nimes."

Tuesday, Donald Blakeley, an
FSU philosophy professor, will
speak on "Philosophy as Therapy in
the Ancient World" at 7 p.m. in the
Alice Peters Auditorium in the Pe-
ters building.

Wednesday, Dickran Kouytniian,
holder of the enaowed charr m Ai-
menian. studies at FSU, will speak

on "Armenia Between East and
West: the Classical World Versus
Iran" at 7 p.m. in Room 194 of the
Peters Building.

On Oct. 26, Robert C. Knapp,
classics professor at the University
of California, Berkeley, will speak
on "0 Rem Miseram: Cicero and
Caesar at the Outbreak of the Civil
War" at 7 p.m. in the Alice Peters
Auditorium.

A reception will follow the lecture
in the gallery..

On Oct. 27, the film of Euripides'
"Medea," starring Zoe Caldwell and
Dame Judith Anderson, will be

. shown at 7 p.m. in Room 101 of the
Industrial Arts Building at FSU.

All events are open to the public
free of charge.
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Dr. Leonardo Alishan to Speak in Fresno, Noy_. 2
FRESNO -'- Dr. Leonardo

Alishan, Associate Professor of
Persian Literature at The Univer·
sity of Utah, will present alec·
ture on "Defensive Defiance: A
Fifth Cen tury Annenian Litera:
ry Archetype" at 7:30 pm on
Thursday, November 2, 1989 in
the Alice Peters Auditorium of
the Valley Business Center at.
CSU Fresno.

Dr. Allshan's lecture will be
the second in the Fall 1989 Lec-
ture Series co·sponsored by the
Armenian Studies Program and
the Annenian Students Organi-
zation.

Dr. Allshan was born in Teh-
ran, Iran and graduated from the
National UniversitY of Iran With
a B.A. in English Language and
Literature. He earned an M.A. in
English Literature and a Ph.D. in

comparative literature from the
University of Texas at Austin.
His dissertation was entitled;
"Trends in Modernist Persian
Poetry." Since 1978 Professor
Allshan has been teaching at the
University of Utah in Salt Lake
City. In 1981-1982 he was awar-
ded the University of Utah's Dis-
tinguished Teaching Award.

A prolific writer, Dr. Alishan
has composed numerous poems
and short stories which have
been featured _in such publica-
tions as "Ararat" and "Visions".
He has won honors in creative
writing: the 1977 Academy of
American Poets Award, fIrst
prize, at the University of Texas
at Austin and in 1981 the New

. England Poetry Club Award,
fIrst prize, awarded by the New
England Poetry Club. He has

tritten more than -twenty criti-
Cal essays over the past ten years
which have appeared in a variety
of journals.

Dr. Allshan has also partici-
pated in numerous professional
conferences and has - lectured
throughout the United States.

Admission is free to the lec-
ture arid the public is invited.
Free parking will be available:
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Dr. Leonardo Alishan To Speak In Fresno
FRESNO,Ca. - Dr. Leonardo

Alishan, Associate Professor of
Persian literature at The Uni-
versity of Utah, will present a
lecture on ",DefensiveDefiance:
A Fifth Century Armenian liter-
ary Archetype' at 7:30 p.m. on
Thursday, November 2, 1989 In

the Alice Peters Auditorium of
the Valley Business Center at
CSU Fresno.

Dr. Alishan's lecture will be
the second in the Fall 1989Lec-
ture Seriesco-sponsored by the
Armenian Studies Program and
the Armenian Students
Organization.

Dr. Alishan was born in Teh-
ran, Iran and graduated from the
National University of Iranwith a
BA in English Language and
literature. He earned an M.A. in
English Literature and a Ph.D.in
comparative literature from the
University of Texas at Austin.
His dissertation was entitled,
"Trends in Modernist Persian
Poetry." Since 1978 Professor
Alishan has been teaching at
The University of Utah in Salt
Lake City. In 1981-1982he was

awarded the University of Utah's
distinguished Teaching Award.

A prolific writer, Dr. Alishan
has composed numerous
poems and short stories which
have been featured in such pub-
lications as Ararat and Visions.
He has won honors in creative
writing: 1977Academy of Amer-
ican Poets Award, first prize, at
the University of Texas at Austin
and in 1981 the New England
Poetry Club Award, first prize,
awarded by the New England
Poetry Club. He has written
more than twenty critical essays
over the past ten years which
have appeared in a variety of
journals.

Dr. Alishan has also partici-
patecl in numerous professional
conferences and has lectured
throughout the United States.

Admission is free to the lec-
ture and the public is invited.
Free parking will be available in
Lot J, directly east of the Valley
Business Center. For more
information, please contact the
Armenian Studies Program at
294-2669.
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Abp. Manoogian
To Lectu re at
Cal State Fresno

FRESNO - Archbishop Tor-
kom Manoogian will be a guest
speaker of the University Lecture
Series organized by the Califor-
nia State University, Fresno.

The Primate of the Eastern
Diocese of the Armenian Church
of America will lecture Dec. 12
on "Armenian Culture and the
Songs of Gomidas. " The lecture
is scheduled at 7:30 p.m. in
CSUF's Satellite Students Union.

Manoogian has authored
several works on the liturgical
music of the Armenian Church.
He is an authority on the
celebrated musician - priest
Gomidas Vartabed. In ]982, a
half-hour program on Gomidas
was televised by the CBS-affiliate
in New York. The program was
entitled, "For Our Times - The
Voice of Armenia."

Born in Iraq, having studied in
Jerusalem, he was ordained a
Bishop in Etchmiadzin, Soviet
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Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Armenia. In 1984 Manoogian
was honored with a Doctor of
Divinity Degree by the Union
Theological Seminary. In 1986 he
was awarded the Statue of Liber-
ty Medal by New York City
Mayor Edward I.Koch and later
that year was a recipient of the
Ellis Island Medal of Honor.

Admission to the CSUF lecture
is $2 for student/faculty/staff and
$3 for all others. For more infor-
mation please call (209)
294-2078.
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Prof. Alishan Will
Lecture at CSUF

FRESNO - Dr. Leonardo
Alishan, associate professor of
Persian Literature at the Univer-
sity of Utah, will present a lec-
ture on "Defensive Defiance: A
Fifth Century Armenian Literary
Archetype, " at California State
University, Fresno Nov. 2.

Dr. Alishan's lecture which
will start at 7 :30 is co-sponsored
by the Armenian Studies Program
and the Armenian Students Orga-
nization.

The Teheran-born Alishan
graduated from the National
University of Iran with a B.A. in
English Language and Literature.
He earned an M.A. in English li-
terature and a Ph.D. in compara-
tive literature from the Universi-
ty of Texas at Austin.

Alishan's short stories have
been featured in such publications
as Ararat and VISions.

Admission to the lecture, which
starts at 7:30, is free.

For more information please
contact the Annenian Studies
Program at (209) 294-2669.
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Prof .·.Alishan To Lecture On
Armenian Literature At FSU

Dr. Leonardo Alishan, Associate
Professor of Persian Literature at The
University of Utah, will present a lec-
ture on "Defensive Defiance: A Fifth
Century Armenian Literary
Archetype" at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday,
November 2, 1989 in the Alice Peters
Auditorium of the Valley Business
Center at CSU Fresno.

Dr. Alishan's lecture will be the se-
cond in the Fall 1989 Lecture Series co-
sponsored by the Armenian Studies
Program and the Armenian Students
Organization.

Dr. Alishan was born in Tehran,
Iran and graduated from the National
University of Iran with a B.A. in
English Language and Literature. He
earned an M.A. in English Literature
and a Ph.D. in comparative literature
from the University of Texas at Austin.
His dissertation was entitled, "Trends
in Modernist Persian Poetry." Since
1978 Professor Alishan has been
teaching at the University of Utah in
Salt Lake City. In. 1981-82 he was

awarded the University of Utah's
Distinguished Teaching Award.

A prolific writer. Dr. Alishan has
composed numerous poems and short
stories which have been featured in
such publications as Ararat and Vi-
sions. He has won honors in creative
writing: the 1977 Academy of
American Poets Award, first prize, at
the University of Texas at Austin and
in 1981 the New England Poetry Club.
He has written more than twenty
critical essays over the past ten years
which have appeared in a variety of
journals.

Dr. Alishan has also participated
in numerous professional conferences
and has lectured throughout the United
States.

Admission is free to the lecture
and the public is invited. Free parking
will be available in Lot J, directly east
of the Valley Business Center. For
more information please contact the
Armenian Studies Program at
294-2669 .•
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Dr. Alishan In
Fresno Lecture

Dr. Leonardo Alishan,
associate professor of Persian
literature at the University of
Utah, will present a lecture on
"Defensive Defiance: A Fifth
Century Armenian Literah' Ar-
chetype" on Thursday, Novem·
ber 2, at 7:30 pm, in the Alice
Peters Auditorium of the Valley
Business Center at California
State University, Fresno.

Dr. Alishan's lecture will be
the second in the fall 1989 lec-
ture series co-sponsored by the
Armenian Studies Program and
the Armenian Students Organi-
zation.

Dr. Alishan was born in
Tehran, Iran and graduated
from the National University of
Iran with a B.A. in English
language and literature. He
earned an M.A. in English
literature and a Ph.D. in com-
parative literature from the
University of Texas at Austin.
His dissertation was entitled,
"Trends in Modernist Persian
Poetry." Since 1978 Professor
Alishan has been teaching at the
University of Utah in Salt Lake
City. In 1981-1982 he was
awarded the University of
Utah's Distinguished Teaching
Award.

Dr. Alishan has written
numerous poems and short
stories which have been
featured in such publications as
Ararat and Visions. He has won
honors in creative writing: the
1977 Academy of American
Poets Awards, first prize, at the
University of Texas at Austin,
and in 1981 the New England
Poetry Club Award, first prize,
awarded by the New England
-Poetry Club. ,:~ .:-"-'-
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Dr. Leonardo Alishan to Speak in Fresno
FRESNO-Dr. Leonardo Alishan, associate professor of Persian Literature at the
University of Utah, will present a lecture on "Defenseive Defiance: A Fifth-Century
Armenian Literary Archetype" on Thursday, November 2, in the Alice Peters
Auditorium of the Valley Business Center at CSU Fresno.

Dr. Alishan's lecture will be the second in the Fall 1989 Lecture Series co-
sponsored by the Armenian Studies Program and the Armenian Students
Organization.

Dr. Alishan was born in Tehran, Iran, and graduated from the National Univer-
sity of Iran with a B.A. in English Language and Literature. He earned an M.A.
in English Literature and a Ph.D. in comparative literature from the University of
Texas at Austin. His dissertation was entitled, "Trends in Modern-
ist Persian Poetry." Since 1978 Professor Alishan has been teaching at the Univer-
sity of Utah in Salt Lake City. In 1981-1982he was awarded the University of Utah's
Distinguished Teacher Award.

A prolific writer, Dr. Alishan has composed numerous poems and short stories
which have been featured in such publications asArarat and VISions. He has won
honors in creative writing: the 19n Academy of American Poets Award, first prize,
at the University of Texas at Austin and in 1981 the New England Poetry Club
Award, first prize, awarded by the New England Poetry Club. He has written more
than twenty critical essays over the past ten years which have appeared in a variety
of journals.

Dr. Alishan has also participated in nurneorus professional conferences and has
lectured throughout the United States.

Admission is free to the 7:30 p.m. lecture and the public is invited. Free parking
will be available in Lot J, directly east of the Valley Business Center. For more
information, please contact the Armenian Studies Program at 294-2669. 0
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Are Parents to Blame for Low
Attendance at Fresno Armenian School?

By Jacqueline Sislian

Fresno is a city that has been a
home for Armenians since the first
settlement of immigrants in 1881.

. There are many places in the Cen-
tral Valley which are vital to our
heritage. A few of these places in-
clude the David of Sassoon statue,
the William Saroyan theatre, and
the variety of Armenian churches.

There is, however, one unique
facility in Fresno that Iwould like
to place special emphasis on-the
Armenian Community School. The
future of our children lies in educa-
tion, not only that which is required
by the state, but the ever-important
education of our culture.

This school should be one of the
most important concerns of the
Armenians living in Fresno.
However, in a city where there are
over 25,000 Armenians, there are

only ~ children attending this
school.

What is happening here? Are we
leaving our culture behind in the
search for being American-
Armenians? How is it that our older
generation will stress the' impor-
tance of "being Armenian" (carry-
ing on our mother language and our
traditions), if no one will do their
part in supporting the one prime
area where this knowledge can be
obtained.

Supporting doesn't always mean
just donating money. The dona-

. tions of time to take your child to
this school is the kind of support
I'm stressing.

This responSIbility does not fall
onto the child. It is the responsibility
that should be expected from
parents.

What is going to happen to the
Armenian youth of Fresno? I see so
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many people my age who can't
speak Armenian or have little
knowledge of their culture. Are'
they to blame? Were these oppor-
tunities to learn available to them?'

Are we leaving too much of our
heritage behind as we are progress-
ing to be American-Armenians?

The students at the Armenian
Community School of Fresno are
some of the more fortunate
children. They are all highly
educated by a great staff of
teachers who not only encourage
them to do their best, but who care
for them dearly. Do you see that in
a public school? Do you hear the
children singing Armenian songs,
reciting Armenian poems, and be-
ing surrounded by people who care
for them like their own parents and
family?

from Bye Sharzoum

Jacqueline Sis/ian is the president 0/
the Armenian Students Organiza-
tion o/the Cali/omia State Univer-
sity at Fresno.
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Barlow Der Mugrdech ian
to Report on Armenia Trip

FRESNO - Barlow Der Mug·
rdechian, Lecturer in the CSUF
Annenian Studies Program will
report on his recent visit to Ar-
menia with a group of agricul-
tural experts from Fresno. The
lecture, third in the ASP Fall
Lecture series, will be held on
Tuesday, November 28, 1989 at
7:30 pm in the Alice Peters
Auditorium of the Valley Busi-
ness Center on the CSUF cam-
pus.

Der Mugrdechian traveled to
Armenia in July of 1989 as a
guest of the Armenian Academy
of Sciences and spent two weeks
in Yerevan. While in Armenia, he
had an opportunity to meet with
farmers, and ~o visit sev~ral aiu'i-
cultural institutes. The group al·
so travelled through the earth·
quake devastated regions of
Leninakan and Spitak, where

they discussed several projects to
rehabilitate agriculture in Arme·
nia.

The presentation till be illus-
trated by slides chronicaling ther
visit. An update on the current
political situation will also be
provided because events have
moved rapidly in Armenia since
July.

Der Mugrdechian is in his
fifth year as a lecturer in the Ar·
menian Studies Program where
he teaches Armenian language
courses and an introductory
course on Armenian Studies. He
is the advisor to the Armenian
Students Organization and is the
advisor for Hye Sharzhoom.

Admission is free for the lec·
ture and the public is invited.
Parking is available in Lot J, ac-
ross fromthe Valley Business
Center.
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Der Mugrdechian Lecture Will Repor1
On Contact With Farmers in Armenia

FRESNO - In a unusual lec-
ture, Barlow Der Mugrdechian,
of the California State Universi-
ty, Fresno, will report on his re-
cent visit to Armenia with a group
of agricultural experts from
Fresno.

Traveling to Armenia in July,
the group met with local farmers,
visited several agricultural in-
stitutes and discussed several pro-
jects to rehabilitate agriculture in
Armenia.

The lecture, illustrated by
slides, will be held Nov. 28 at
7:30 p.m. in the Alice Peters
Auditorium of the Valley
Business Center on the CSUF
campus.

An update on the current
political simation will also be pro-
vided because events have mov-
ed rapidly since their visit to
Armenia.

Der Mugrdechian is in his fifth
year as a lecturer in the Armenian
Studies Program where he
teaches Armenian language
courses and an introductory
course on Armenian Studies. He
is the advisor to the Armenian
Students Organization and is the
advisor for Bye SIuuzhoom, the
publication of the ASP at CSUF.

Admission is free for the lec-
ture. Parking is available in Lot
J. across from the Valley
Business Center.
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Jews Fight Hard for Recognition
of the Armenian Genocide

,By Prof. Dickran Kouymjian

FRESNO, Calif. - Thanks to
Rabbi Kenneth Segel of Fresno
and Jews of his Temple Beth
Israel the struggle to have the
world unequivocally ac-
knowledge the genocide suf-
fered by the Armenian nation
during World War I has moved
forward in a dramatic fashion.

American Jews have asserted
with insistence that Armenians
suffered a genocide at the hands
of the Turkish government of
1915 and have urged Jews
throughout North America to
lobby actively for the passageof
Senate Joint Resolution 212
proclaiming April 24, 1990asthe
"National Day of Remembrance
of the 75th Anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide of 1915-
1923."

The biannual convention of
the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, representing
some 810 Jewish communities
throughout the U.S. and Can-
ada, more than a million and a
half of America's five and a half
million Jews and the largest
Jewish group in the country,
passed unanimously a remark-
able "Armenian Genocide Reso-
lution" in New Orleans on
Monday, November 7, 1989. In
addition to instructing his own
Religious Action Center in
Washington to encourage pas-
sage of the Senate resolution,
the UAHC also commended the
executive committee of the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum to
include reference to the Armen-
ian genOCidein its display, and,
finally, to educate members of
all Jewish Reform Con-
gregations "to the facts and the
lessons of (other genocides)."

This historic resolution

becomes the fourth major docu-
ment of this decade to focus on
the Armenian GenOCideand ask
for its international recognition.
The other three are: 1) the Ver-
dict of the Permanent Peoples
Tribunal session on the Armen-
ian Genocide issued In Paris on
April 16, 1984; 2) Paragrap.h24
of the Report of the United
Nations Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities,
passed on August 29, 1985 in
Geneva, Switzerland; 3) the 15
point resolution voted by the
European Parliament in Stras-
bourg. France on June 18, 1987
condemning the genOCide
perpetrated against the Armen-
ians and calling on the Turkish
government to acknowledge it.

Rabbi Segel and Marc Wilson,
Presidentof the Beth Israel Con-
gregation, headed a delegation,
which left Fresno armed with a
resolution on the Armenian gen-
ocide and a suitcase of informa-
tion on the Armenian tragedy
supplied by or through the
Armenian Studies Program of
California State University,
Fresno. In a press conference
held before the Fresno repre-
sentation departed for New
Orleans, Rabbi Segel declared
that if the Convention did not
passthe resolution presented by
Temple Beth Israel, he and his
co-delegates were going to
"walk out" of the meeting
protest.

The Fresno resolution
became a major issue mainly
because of a Reuters news dis-
patch· published on October 23
in the FresnoBeeand other pap-
ers stating that the government
of Israelasked influential Ameri-
can Jewish organizations to

Continued on page 15
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SUBJECT Kouyrnjian on Rabbi Segel

lobby against Senate resolution
212 on the Armenian Genocide.
At a hastily prepared press con-
ference Rabbi Segel and and Mr.
Wilson angrily denounced
Israel's giving in to Turkish pres-
sure on the Armenian Genocide
and called ita polltlcal·stench."
A resolution passed by the
Fresno CongregatIOn some
months earlier on inclusion of
the Armenian Genocide In the
Holocaust Museum was now
broadened to asked the national
convention of Reform Con-
gregations to accept the geno-
cide as a genOCide and not lust
as a tragedy or series of massa-
cres, and to demand that Amen-
can Jews lobby to pass the
Senate ResolutIOn which
unequivocally uses the term
"Armenian Genocide."

Thanks to daily reports in the
Fresno Bee on the Senate Reso-
lution, the Fresno Jewish reac-
tion to It, and then the unfolding
of the New Orleans Convention
with a day-by-day, nearly hour-
by-hour report, the ups and
downs of the Resolution's fate
was known to the Fresno com-
munity. Especially instrumental
was the insistent coverage by
correspondent John Taylor,
sent at Bee expense to New
Orleans to cover the progress of
the genocide document.

As the convention of the
Union of American Hebrew
Congregations was coming to
an end, it appeared that the
Fresno Resolution would only
be passed if the word genocide
was replaced by ..tragedy" and
"massacres."ln the end the orig-
inal Resolution was voted
unanimously thanks to the inde-
fatigable resolve and endless
energy of the Fresno Jews led by
their Rabbi with help from the
president of the AUHC, Rabbi
Alexander Schindler, Senator
Carl Levin D-Michigan, and the
correspondent of the Israeli
daily Ha'aretz, Yo'av Karny, who
broke the original story of Tur-
kish pressure on Israel to work
against Senate JR 212.

The full·text of the resolution
IS published elsewhere In Hye
Sharzhoom. For those who want
a more circumstantial account
of what happened in New
Orleans, they can consult the
Fresno Bee from October 23, to
with group leaders ana otner
supervisory team members te
discuss patient progress; to the
Armenian clergy who visitee
often; to the Armenian Mission·
ary Association of America whc
offered use of a house on-theil
premises for post-hospital care
and to the AGBU Board 0
Directors and especially it!
recently elected Presiden
Louise Simone who wa!
involved in the first relief efforts

In conclusion, Dadekiar
announced that future airlift!
will continue in modified form
with several patients bein£
selected for treatment in Detroit
Houston, and other cities.

AGBU'S CRUCIAL HELP
AGBU President Louise

Simone, who was on the first
American plane to Armenia after
the earthquake, outlined AGBU
plans in Armenia. She pointed
out that the AGBU for the
second time in its 83 years of
existence as a educational and
charitable organization, is offer-
ing emergency aid. The first
time occurred after the 1915
Genocide when volunteers and
medical personnel were recru-
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Throughout ttllS entire strug-
gle for the GenoCide resolution,
Rabbi Segel displayed the
strong and unshakable moral
conviction on which his and his
Temple's posltton on the
Armenian question was based.
HIs inSistence that Jews take an
unambiguous pOSition In sup-
port of the forgotten Armenian
genocide was articulated with a
rare passion and eloquence. In
teaching his own people about
the realities of the Armenian
Genocide as a prelude to the
Jewish HOlocaust, he gave
Armenians a humbling lesson in
shared suffering, human com-
passion and brotherhood.

Armenians can be certain of
one thing, if they, as Armenian
activists, fail to follow up on the
triumph of the Genocide resolu-
tion passed by Jews at New
Orleans, Rabbi Segel and Tem-
pie Beth Israel have sworn to
pursue what they consider a
turning point in the Jewish per-
ception of the Armenian Geno-
cide and in Armenian-Jewish
relations.
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Lecture To Be Held To Discuss Rehabilitation of Armenia's Agriculture
FRESNO, Ca.- Barlow Der

Mugrdechian, Lecturer in the
CSUF Armenian Studies Pro-
gram, will report on his recent
visit to Armenia with a group of
agricultural experts from
Fresno. The lecture, third in the
ASP Fall Lecture series, will be
held on Tuesday, November 28,
1989 at 7:30 p.m. in the Alice
Peters Auditorium of thA Valley
Business Center on the CSUF
campus.

Der Mugrdechian traveled to
Armenia in July of 1989 as a
guest of the Armenian Academy
of Sciences and spent two
weeks in Yerevan. While in
Armenia, he had an opportunity
to meet with farmers, and t,. visit
I8Y8ral agricultural instiIUte:;.
The group also traveled through
the earthquake devastated
regions of Leninakan and
Spitak, where they discussed

several projects to rehabilitate
agriculture In Armenia.

The Presentation

The presentation will be illus-
trated by slides chronicling their
visit. An update on the current
political situation will also be
provided because events have
moved rapidly in Armenia since
July.

Der Mugrdechian is in his fifth
year as a lecturer in the Armen-

ian Studies Program where he
teaches Armenian language
courses and an introductory
course on Armenian Studies. He
is the advisor to the Armenian
Students' Organization and is
the advisor for Hye Sharzhoom.

Admission is free for the lec-
ture and the public is invited.
Parking is available in Lot J,
across from the Valley Business
Center.
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CSUF To Host Banquet for Abp. Manoogian
FRESNO - Archbishop

Torkom Manoogian, Primate of
the Eastern Diocese of the Arme-
nian Church, will be the speCial
guest of a banquet Spbnsored
Dec. 12 by the CSU Fresno
Armenian Studies Program.

The banquet, which will be
held at 6 p.m. in the Residence
Dining Facility on the CSUF
campus, will be followed at 7:30
p.m. by a lecture "Armenian
Culture and the Songs of Gomi-

das."
Archbishop.Manoogian. has

authored several works on the
sacred music' df ..die Armenian
Church, and is a recognized
authority on musician~priest>
Gomidas Vartabed.· ....

Admission to the dinner' costs
$25_.~r person. It includes the
lecture in the Satellite Student
Union.

For reservations or more infor-
mation call (209) 294-2669.
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CSUF Armenian Studies Banquet, Dec. 12
The fourth annual banquet of the

CSU Fresno Armenian Studies Pro-
: gram will be held Tuesday, December

12, 1989 at 6:00 p.m. in the Residence
Dining Facility on the CSUF campus.
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian,
Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the
Armenian Church, will be the special
guest of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram. Archbishop Manoogian will
speak on "Armenian Culture and the
Songs of Gomidas" after the banquet,
at 7:30 p.m. as the featured guest in the
University Lecture Series.

Archbishop Manoogian has
authored several notable works on the
sacred music of the Armenian Church.
He is an authority on the celebrate
musician-priest Gomidas Vartabed and
in 1982 a half-hour program on

Gomidas was televised by CBS in New
York and was entitled, "For Our Times
- the Voice of Armenia." His
t:minence has also contributed exten-
sively to the literature on the Armenian
Church.

In 1984, the Primate was honored
with the Doctor of Divinity Degree by
the Union Theological Seminary. In
1986, he was awarded the Statue of
Liberty Medal by Mayor Edward I.
Koch and later that year was a recipient
of the Ellis Island Medal of Honor.

Dinner reservations are $25.00 per
person, which includes admission to
the University Lecture Series in the
Satellite Student Union. For reserva-
tions or more information please call
the ASP at 294-2669.•



fl'REsPto

SUBJECT CSUFLecturer Der Muarc:echian to Report on PAGE _l_o_f_l _
Visit to Annenia

CSUF Lecturer Mugrdecl/ian To Report On
Recent Visit To Armenidln Fresno, Nov. 28

Barlow Der Mugrdechiap, Lec-
turer in the CSUF Armenian Studies
Program will report on his recent visit
to Armenia with a group of
agricultural experts from Fresno. The
lecture, third in the ASP Fall Lecture
series, will be held on Tuesday,
N~vember 28, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Alice Peters Auditorium of the Valley
Business Center on the CSUF campus.

Der Mugrdechian travelled to
Armenia in July of 1989 as a guest of
the Armenian Academy of Sciences
and spent two weeks in Yerevan. While
in Armenia, he had an opportunity to
meet with farmers, and to visit several
agricultural institutes. The group also
travelled through the earthquake
.devastated regions of Leninalcan and
Spitak, where they discussed several

projects to rehabilitate agriculture in
Armenia.

The presentation will be illustrated
by slides chronicaling their visit. An
update on the current political situa-
tion will also be provided because
events have moved rapidly in Armenia
since July.

Der M\lgrd~hian ism ~is fifth
year as a lecturer in the Armenian
Studies Program where he teaches
Armenian language courses and an in-
troductory course on Armenian
Studies. He is the advisor to the Arme-
nian Students Organization and is the
advisor for Hye Sharzhoom.

Admission is free for the lecture
and the public' is invited. Parking is
available'in Lot J, across from the
Valley Business Center .•
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Rabbi Segel Played
Instrumental Role In
Passage Of Resolution
By Dickran Kouymjian
Professor, CSU Fresno

Thanks to Rabbi Kenneth Segel of
Fresno and Jews of his Temple Beth
Israel the struggle to have the world
unequivocally acknowledge the
genocide suffered bv the Armenian na-

P/ease, See P.29

Continued From P.15

tion during World War I has moved
forward in a dramatic fashion.

American Jews have arrested with
insistence that Armenians suffered a
genocide at the hands of the Turkish
government of 1915 and have urged
Jews throughout North America to
lobby actively for the passage of Senate
Joint Resolution 212 proclaiming April
24, 1990 as the "National Day of
Remembrance of the 75th Anniversary
.0L..pJ~_e,.,.;.Annenian Genocide of.
l'915-192f"'- ..

I The bi-annual convention of the
i Union of American Hebrew Congrega-
:tions, representing some 810 Jewish
communities throughout the U.S. and
Canada, more than a million and a half
of America's five and a half million
Jews and the largest Jewish group in
the country, passed. unanimously a
remarkable "Armenian Genocide
Resolution" in New Orleans on Mon-
day, November 7, 1989. In addition to
instructing his own Religious Action
Center in Washington to encourage
passage of the Senate resolution, the

,UAHC also commended the executive
IIcommittee of the U.S. Holocaust
,Memorial Museum to include reference
to the Armenian genocide in its
display, and, finally, to educate
members of all Jewish Reform Con-
gregations "to the facts and the lessons
of (other genocides)."

This historic resolution becomes
the fourth major document of this
decade to focus' on the Armenian
Genocide and ask for its international
recognition. The other three are 1) the
Verdict of the Permanent Peoples'
Tribunal session on the Armenian
Genocide issued in Paris on April 16,
1984, 2) Paragraph 24 of the Report of
.t .. T' ......

on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities, passed on
August 29, 1985 in Geneva,
Switzerland and 3) the 15 point resolu-
tion voted by the European Parliament
inStrasb.QUTg,Fran~e on June 18, 1987
condemamg the' gcoocide perpetrated

ainst abC·. .AniicDians. and cal1ina on88,,' '::"
the ~\j;kis.h \ lovernment to
acknow~it~

Rabbi ':~gel and' Marc Wilson',
.'Pr~O(tItCi Beth Israel Congrega-
tion, b~,:~':delegation, which .left
~no.~;!itb. a resolution 'on the
Amienian~>8nd a suitcase of
information oli"*Armeman tragedy
supplied by or tliiODgh the Armenian
Studies Program of California State
University, Fresno. In a press con-
ference held before the Fresno
representation departed for New
Orleans, Rabbi Segel declared that if
the Convention did not pass the resolu-
tion presented by Temple Beth Is~ael,
he and his co-delegates were going to
"walk out" of the meeting in protest ..
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The Fresno resolution became a

major issue mainly because of a
Reuters news dispatch published on
October 23 in the Fresno Bee and other
papers stating that the government of
Israel asked influential American
Jewish organizations to lobby against
Senate Resolution 212 on the Arme-
nian Genocide. At a hastily prepared
press conference Rabbi Segel and Mr.
Wilson angrily denounced Israel's giv-
ing in to Turkish pressure on the Arme-
nian Genocide and called it a political

"stench." A resolution passed by the
•Fresno CongregatIon. some months
•earlier on inclusion' cof the Armenian
Genocide in the Holocaust Museum
,was now broadened to ask the national
·convention of Reform Congregations
to accept the genocide as a genocide
and not just as a tragedy or series of
massacres, and to demand that
American Jews lobby to pass the
Senate Resolution which unequivocally
uses the term "Armenian Genocide."

Thanks to daily reports in the
'Fresno Bee on the Senate Resolution,
the Fresno Jewish reaction to it, and
then the unfolding of the New Orleans
Convention with a day by day, nearly
·hour by hour report, the ups and
idowns of the Resolution's fate was
; known to the Fresno community.
:Especially instrumental was the insis-
·tent coverage by correspondent John
'Taylor, sent at Bee expense to New
·Orleans to cover the progress of the.
genocide document.

As the convention of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations was
coming to an end it appeared that the
Fresno Resolution would only be pass-
ed if the word genocide was replaced
by "tragedy" and "massacres." In the
end the original Resolution was voted
unanimously thanks to the in-
defatigable resolve and endless energy
of the Fresno Jews led by their Rabbi
with help from President of the
UAHC, Rabbi Alexander Schindler,
Senator Carl Levin D-Michigan, and
the correspondent of the Israeli daily
Ha'aretz, Yo'av Karny, who broke the
original story of Turkish pressure on
Israel to work against Senate JR 212.

The full text of the resolution is
published elsewhere in Hye Shar-
zhoom. For those who want a more cir-
cumstantial account of what happened
in New Orleans, they can consult the
Fresno Bee from October 23 to
November II, 1989 (copies are
available from the Armenian Studies
Program).. .'

. Upon hisieturn to Fresno on tbe
night of. N~r 1,. Rabbi Segel:_'
met· at the airport. by a delegation of. '.- ~- "-. .' .

Fresno Armenians which included
Father Hrant Serabian of Holy Trinity
Armenian Church, Rev. Roger Minas-
sian of Pilgrim Armenian Congrega-
tional Church, Barlow Der
Mugrdechian of the Armenian Studies
Program of CSU Fresno, and Alan
Jendian of the Armenian Assembly. A
reception was held for Rabbi Segel by
the Armenian Studies Program and
Rev. Roger Minassian, Pastor of the
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational
Church on the afternoon of November
10th in the· Pilgrim Church Hall. On
the same evening Rabbi Segel devoted
his Sabbath sermon to the Armenian
Resolution informing the Fresno
Jewish community of how their resolu-
tion was carried at the convention.
During the Friday night Sabbath' ser-
vices, the Rabbi asked Reverend
Minassian and Mr. Jendian to address
the Temple Beth Israel Congregation.

Throughout this entire struggle
for the .Genocide resolution Rabbi
Segel displayed the strong and un-
shakable moral conviction on which
his and hls Temple's position on the
Armenian question was based. His in-
sistence that Jews take an unam-
biguous' position in support of the
forgotten Armenian Genocide was ar-
ticulated with a rare passion and elo-
quence. in teaching his own people
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about the realities of the Armenian
Genocide as a prelude to the Jewish
Holocaust he gave Armenians a
humbling lesson in shared suffering,
human compassion and brotherhood.

Armenians can be certain of one
thing, if they, as Armenian activists,
fail to follow up on the triumph of the
Genocide resolution passed by Jews at
New Orleans, Rabbi Segel and Temple
Beth Israel have sworn to pursue what
they consider as a turning point in the
Jewish perception of the Armenian
Genocide and in Armenian Jewish rela-
tions .•

Those wishing to thank Rabbi
Kenneth Segel and the congregation of
Temple Beth Israel can write to him.
The Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations and their President, Rabbi
Alexander Schindler may be thanked
by writing to:

Rabbi Kenneth J. Segel
Temple Beth Israel
.2336 Calaveras

. Fresno, Ca. 937.21

RaMie Alexander Schindler, President
Union of American

Hebrew Congregations
838 5th A venue

New York, N. Y. 100]]
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CSUF ASP Lecturer to Report on
Visit to Armenia in Nov. 28Program
FRESNO-CSUF Armenian Studies Program lecturer Barlow Der Mugrdechian
will report on his recent visit to Armenia with a group of agricultural experts from
Fresno in the third in the ASP Fall Lecture Series to be held Tuesday, Nov. 28,
at 7:30 p.m.

Der Mugrdechian travelled to Armenia in July 1989 as guest of the Armenian
Academy of Sciences and spent two weeks in Yerevan. While in Armenia, he had
an opportunity to meet with farmers and to visit several agricultural institutes.
The group also travelled through the earthquake devastated regions of Leninakan
and Spitak, where they discussed several projects to rehabilitate agriculture in
Armenia.

The presentation, to be held in the Alice Peters Auditorium of the Valley Business
Center on the CSUF campus, will be illustrated by slides chronicling the visit.
An update on the current political situation will also be provided because events
have moved rapidly in Armenia since July.

Dar Mugrdechian is in his fifth year as a lecturer in the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram where he teaches Armenian language courses and an introductory course
on Armenian Studies. He is the advisor to the Armenian Students Association
and also for Hye Shanhoom, its periodical.

Admission is free and the public is invited. Parking is available in Lot J, across
from the Valley Business Center. 0
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Lecture on Gomidas to Highlight CSUF
Armenian Studies Banquet Dec. 12

FRESNO-The fourth annual banquet of the CSU Fresno Armenian Studies Pro-
gram will be held Tuesday, Dec. 12, at 6:00 p.m. in the Residence Dining Facility
on the CSUF campus. Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate of the Eastern
Diocese of the Armenian Church, will speak on "Armenian Culture and the Songs
of Gomidas" after the banquet, at 7:30 p.m. as the featured guest in the Universi-
ty Lecture Series. .

Dinner reservations are $25 per person, which includes admission to the Univer-
sity Lecture Series in the Satellite Student Union. For reservations or more infor-
mation please call the ASP at (209) 294-2669 0
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Haak to attend
Armenian fete

The banquet -will be held at the
Residence Dtning Hall, With a social
hour at 5 p.m. and dinner at 6 p.m.
The cost for the general public is $25.
which 1ncludes admission to the ULS.
For students, the cost is $10. CSUF
faculty and staff pay $15. The
deadline for reservations isDec. 6.

Tickets for the ULS only are $3
general admission and $2 for CSUF
students. fa~ulty and staff.

Der Murgredechian said 200 people
typically attend the event.

During the Armenian banquet in
April. CSUF professor Dickran
Kouymjian was appointed chair
holder of the Haig and Isabel
Berberian endowment chair.
Kouymjian was also awarded the
endowment. said Der Murgredchian.

"The money is used to supplement
distinguished professors in research."
he said.

For more information. contact
Armenian St'udies at 294-2326.

ByAlltaLoe
News Editor

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
and Fresno Rabbi Kenneth Segel will
be t.~e s~ial guests at the fourth
annual Armenian Studies Program
Banquet to be held at CSUF Dec. 12.

Manoogian, Primate of the Eastern
Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America. will also be the University
Lecture Series speaker at the Satellite
Student Union at 7:30 p.rn. that same
evening.

"We took the opportunity to 1nvite
him, s1nce the banquet is on the same
night. We wanted to do someth1ng
special," said Barlow Der
Murgredechian, Armenian Studies
professor.

Segel, rabbi of Temple Beth Israel,
recently brought a resolution recogniz-
1ng the Armenian genocide to the U.S.
Senate and will be honored at the
banquet for his work on behalf of the
Armenian people, said Der
Mmgredechian.

Others scheduled to attend the
event include CSUF President Harold
Haak and Vice President of Adadem1c
AffalrsJudith Kutpers, he said
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Primate
will speak_:.
at FSU

Archbishop Torkom Man~
oogian, primate of the East:
ern Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America, will.
speak at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 12. at the Satellite Stu-
dent Union of Fresno State'
University.

Manoogian's address on'
Armenian culture and the
songs of Gomidas is part of
the University Lecture Series~
The series is open to all; ad:
mission is $2 for students and.
faculty, $3 for others.

Manoogian leads the larg-
est diocese outside of Arme-
nia. The diocese is made up
of 52 parishes and 500,000
congregants throughout the
United States.;'

He was born in 1919 in the
Iraqi desert where his family
had fled from the genocide .. :

Manoogian studied in Jeru.:
salem and was ordained bish-

. op in Etchmiacizin, Soviet Ar':'
menia. He has authored
several books on Armenian
church music. He toured Ar-
menia following the 1988
earthquake. ._ :_._

,(-":,. ~:
He was awarded the Statue

of Uberty medal in 198Q...bY
New York Mayor Ed Koch.
Later that year he receiVed
the Ellis Island Medal of
Honor.
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Armenian spirit, resilience evident
in their folk songs, says archbishop

"In music, we' are exposed to Armenian
poetry, literature and the lifestyle of the Ar-
menian people, the sources of creativity of
the Armenian spirit," he said.

Manoogian's experiences have tested his
own resilience. He was born in 1919 in the
Iraqi desert near Baghdad where his parents
fled the genocide of the Ottoman Turks. He
was ordained in Jerusalem and came to the
United States in 1946. He heads the largest
diocese of his church outside Armenia, pre-
siding over 52 parishes and 500,000 congre-
gants in the United States.

He has visited Soviet Armenia several
times since the quake, but a trip slated for
October was scotched because of the threat
of violence from a longstanding regional dis-
pute involving Azerbaijan.

"The earthquake again brought out the
spirit of the Armenian people," he said in a
recent telephone interview. "They will never
be defeated by disasters ... disasters caused
.by nature or genocide, a disaster caused by
human beings."

He disputed recent news stories that claim
little work has been done to rebuild after the
6.9 quake that killed at least 25,000 people

By JOHN G. TAYLOR'
Bee religion writer

Those searching for a chronicle of Arme-
nian spirit and endurance need look no fur-
ther than Armenian folk music. It is the
musical expression of one particular master
that will be in focus when Archbishop Tor-
kom Manoogian appears at Fresno State
University as part of the University Lecture
Series.

Manoogian is primate of the Eastern Dio-
cese of the Armenian Church of America
and an authority· on musician-priest Gomi-
das Vartabed, whom he calls "the founder of
pure Armenian music." He will speak at 7:30
p.m. Tuesday at the Satellite Student Union.

The word "spirit" surfaces frequently
when Manoogian speaks of music or deeds
by Armenians in the dismal times following
the genocide early in this century and the
earthquake of 1988.

He said Gomidas separated Armenian mu-
sic from the confusion of Oriental, Turkish
and Byzantine influences by crafting a
unique system of scales, rhythm and rules of
accent.

and destroyed the homes of 500,000 more on
Dec. 7, 1988.

"Slowness is natural," he said, "but the
detennination is there."

Manoogian is leading efforts and raising
funds to build as many as 600 homes, a
library, school and clinics on 70 acres being
provided by the government in the devastat-
ed region.

On other issues:
• He said the Soviet government should

resolve the dispute between Armenia and
Azerbaijan over the territory of Nagorno-Ka-
rabakh, which Armenia wants title to. "As
long as the Azerbaijanis show inhuman be-
havior, it will be difficult to trust them," he
said.

• He hopes the U.S. Congress will approve
a resolution establishing a national day of
remembrance for the Armenian genocide.
As to Turkey's repeated denials that the
massacres of 1.5 million people occurred,
"I'm proof of it. I was born in the Iraqi
desert. What made my parents leave their
homes?"
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California State University, Fresno

UNIVERSITY LECTURE SERIES
presents

ARCHBISHOP
TORKOM MANOOGIAN

ARMENIAN CULTURE AND
THE SONGS OF GOMIDAS

Archbishop Manoof,>ian is Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the
Armenian Church ofAmerica, the largest outside of Armenia,
cOJ!lErising 52parishes throughout the United States. In 1988
he conducted a fact-finding tour of earthquake devastated
areas of Soviet Armenia. .

Archbishop Manoogian has authored several notable works on
the sacred music of the Armenian Church. He is an authority
on the celebrated musiciancpriest Gomidas Vartabed. In1982 a
half-hour program on Gomidas was televised by C.B.S. in New
York and carried by the stations ofthirty different cities. The
program was entitled, "For Our Times--the Voice of
Armenia."

Archbishop Manoogian was born in Iraq, attended the
Annenian theological seminary in Jerusalem, and was
ordained a Bishop in Etchmiadzin, Soviet Armenia. In 1986,
he was awarded the Statue ofLiberty !-.fedal by New York City
Mayor Edward 1. Koch.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1989
at 7:30p.m.

SATELLITE STUDENT UNION
Student/Faculty/Staff $2

GeneralAdmission $3
The University Lecture Series isfunded inpart by the Office oj the Vice Presidentjor

Academic Affairs, the University Student Union Board, and the Associated Students ,Inc.


