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SOciety for Armenian Studies Holds Annual Meetirlg in San Francisco 
Barlow Der Mugrdechian 

Advisor 

The Society for Armenian 
Studies (SAS) held its annual mem­
bership meeting on Saturday, No- · 
vember 17, 2001, in conjunction _ 
with the Middle East Studies Asso­
ciation (MESA) annual conference 
held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel m 
San Francisco. 

At the SAS meeting, election 
resu!ts were announced for two po­
sitions on the · Executive Council. 
Elected were Christina Maranci, of 
the University of Wisconsin and 

~. , Garabet Moumdjian of California 
State University, Northridge. 

mal dinner gathering with mem- . 
bers of the Armenian Professional 
Society (APS) of the Bay Area at a 
local restaurant. The dinn~r ~ffered 
an opportunity for members to be~ 
come familiar with tb.ji activities of 
the two organizations. APS Presi­
dent W arrenDonian and SAS Presi­
dent Barlow Der Mugrdechian or­
ganized the event. 

On Saturday evening, SAS 
members gathered for- the annual 

· membership meeting, with reports 
· given on various aspects of the 

Society's activities. Plans were 
formulated for next year's meeting 
which will be held in November in 
Washington D.C. 

They join President Barlow 
Der Mugrdechian (CSU Fresno), 
Treasurer Lev on Chorbajian (Uni­
versity of Massachusetts), Secre­
tary Houri Berberian (CSU Long 

During the MESA conference, 
SAS members attended a variety of 
panels and special sessions devoted 
to different aspects of Middle East­
'em studies. 

Left to Right: Dr. S. Peter Cowe, Dr. Rita Vorperian, and SAS 
President Barlow Der Mugrdechian after a panel. 

eac , i ian 
(UCLA), Robert Hewsen (CSU 
Fresno), and ex-officio Dennis 
Papazian (University of Michigan 
at Dearborn). 

Dickran Kouymjian, (CSU, 
Fresno) and Peter Co we (UCLA) . 
completed their term of three years 
on the Executive Council. 

- SAS members had an infor-

This year, the Society or Ar­
menian Studies sponsored two 
scholarly panels as part of the con­
ference. 

The first panel, "Religious and 
Political Issues Under the Arme­
nian Kingdom of Cilicia and Its 
Mtermath," was held Sunday, No­
vember 18 and was chaired by Rob­
ert Hewsen, Kazan Visiting Pro-

fessor of Armenian Studies at Cali­
fornia State University, Fresno. 
Four papers were delivered: "The 
Organization of the Armenian 
Church in Cilician Armenia ( 1080-
1375)," by Robert Hewsen, "Rela­
tions Between the Papacy, the 
Cilician State, and Greater Arme­
nia in the First Half of the 14th 
Century," by S. Peter Cowe 
(UCLA), and "Cilicia After the 
Kingdom: Population, Monaster­
ies, etc. Under Mamluks, and 

1700th Anniver~ary of Christianity in Armenia 
. Marked with Lectur~ Series by Dr. Robert Hewsen 

Robert Torosian 
Staff Writer 

2001 marks the 1700th year 
anniversary of the proclamation of 
Christianity as the State Religion · 

. of Armenia and the Fresno State 
Armenian Studies Program is do­
ing everything it can to help edu- -~ 
cate students about this important ~ 

(.) event. c:: 

The ASP organized a three- ~ 
part lecture series this Fall, "The C5 
Conversion of Armenia to Chris-

0 

tianity," to be given by Dr. Robert :g 
H. Hewsen, HenryS. Khanzadian ll.. • • • • 
Kazan Visiting Professor for tlie Left to Right: Michael Kazanan, Dr. Robert Hewsen, Knsty 
Armenian Studies Program. Dr. Melikian, arid Kevin Kandarian after the lecture. 

Hewsen received his Ph.D. from gave the first lecture of the series, ity, but he took a step further back 
Georgetown University and has "Armenia on the Eve of the Con- and began by discussing the on­
spent the last 33 years teaching · version," to Fresno State students, gins of the Armenian people. He 

. both Byzantine and Russian hi$- faculty, and community m~mbers. talked about the geogra,phy of Ar­
tory at Rowan University-of New ' Dr. Hewsen started off his lecture menia, the people, the culture and 
Jersey. by not talking just about the con- the political system that existed 

On October 4th, Dr. Hewsen version of Armenians to Christian- See Hewsen, Page 6 

Pilgrimage to Armenia, 
Page4 

Cochrane Fellows, 
PageS 

Turcomans," by Thomas A. Sinclair 
(University of Cyprus) (read by 
Robert Hewsen). David Bundy 
(Christian The.ological Serriinary), 
who was to give a paper on "Cui:. 

Gladzor Gospels, 
Page7 

tures in Collision: The Synod of 
Sis, 1243," was unable to attend. 

A second panel, held on Mon­
day, November 19, was "Construc­
tions of the Feminine in Modem 
Armenian Literature." The chair 
for the panel was S. Peter Cowe. 
Two papers were given, "Srpuhi 
Dussap and the Construction of the 
Modem Armenian Woman," by 
Victoria Rowe (University of 
Toronto) read by Peter Co we) and 
"Women's Issues in Modem Ar­
menian Literature," by Rita 
Vorp_erian (UCLA). David S. 
Calonne(WayneState University), 
who was to give a paper on "Mythic 
Time and the Feminine in 
V arandyan' s_ 'TheW ell of Ararat'," 
was unable to attend. Barlow Der 
~ugrdechian of California State 
University, Fresno, was the discus­
sant for the panel. The topic of the 
session provoked many interesting 
questions from the a~dience. 

See SAS, Page 4 
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Armenian Studies Program 

Book/Video Donations 

Dr. Kouymjian and the Armenian Studies Program would like to 
thank the donors, authors, and publishers for the following books, 
periodicals, videos and archival gifts. 

His Holiness A ram I, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, for a copy 
of his book The Armenian Church Beyond the 170(}" Anniversary. 
Antelias: 2001. 
Intemationale Politik, Frankfurt, Germany, for the journal, Intemationale 
Politik, Translatlantic Edition. Vol. II, Fall Issue, 2001. 
Arma~h Periodique, Montreal, Quebec, Canada, for the book by P. 
Topjian, Collection of Articles. Montreal: Papken Topjian, 2001. 
Alice & Berge Bulbulian, Fresno, for the video, Assignment Berlin, 
Screenwriter: Sona Toukhanian; Producer:. Director: Hrayr Toukhanian. 
Y. Stephan Bulbulian, Fowler, for the book Armenian Town, Fresno: 
The William Saroyan Society, 2.001, with poetry by Paul Aloojian, James 
Baloian, Y. Stephan Bulbulian, Rondald Dzerijian, Michael Krekorian 
and Brenda Najimian-Magarity, with a forward by Dickr£ill Kouymjian 
Aziz Gokdemir, Arlington, VA, for the book, William Saroyan, Paris­
Fresno. 
Hairenik A~sociation, Inc., Watertown, MA, for the Hairenik JO(J" 
Anniversary Commemorative Album. 
Dr. Robert Hewsen, Fresno for the book, The Challeng,e to be a Church 
in a Changing World, by His Holiness, Aram I, Catholicos of the Great 
House of Cilicia. New York: The Armertian Prelacy, 1997. 
Carl K. Mahakian, Palm Desert, CA for several Saroyan books and 
articles. 
Mrs. Claudette Mekalian, Fresno, for the books, photographs and 
archival material about her uncle.Robert Sabonjian, the first Armenian 
mayor of Waukegan, lllinois. 
Mr. A. F. Corky'Normart, Fresno, for sheet music and records. 
Ms. Gerry Sarkisian, Sacramento, for sheet music, records, books and 
personal archival material about her parents, Mr. Andrew Sarkisian and 
Mrs. Ruth Sarkisian Haron and her grandparents, Harry and Kohar 
Shu~avonian. . 
Martin M. Tourigian, Drexel Hill, P A, for his paintings. 
Arman Vartanyan, Istanbul, Turkey, for the book by Zarine V artanyan. 
Punigi: 70th Anniversary of the Life and Work of Arman Vartanyan. 
Istanbul: Acar Press, 2000. 
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Hye Sharzhoom is a supplement of The Collegian and the newspaper 
of the C.S.U.F. Armenian Students Organization and the Armenian 
Studies Program and is funded by the Associated Students. Articles 
may be reprinted provided Hye Sharzhoom is acknowledged. Hye 
Sharzhoom welcomes prose, poetry, articles and other material from 
its student readers. Forf.urther information concerning the newspaper 
or the Armenian Studies Program: 

Armenian Studies Program 
5245 N. Backer Ave. PB4 
Fresno, CA 93740-8001 

Telephone (559) 278-2669 • FAX (559) 278-2129 
http://www.csufresno.edu/ArmehianStudies/ 

Armenian Studies Program Faculty: 

Dickran Kouymjian, Haig an-d Isabel Berberian 
Professor of Armenian Studies, Coordinator 
Barlow Der Mugr9-echian, Lecturer, 
ASO Advisor, Hye Sharzhoom Advisor 
Robert H. Hew sen, Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan 
Visiting Professor of Armenian Studies 
Frances C. Ziegler, Program 
Administrative Assistant 
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California State Univers!ty, Fresno 
~ Armenian Studies Program 

Spring 2002 Schedule of Courses 
Course -Instructor 

General Education 
Social Sciences Area D3, for students using 1999/2000 catalog and after 
Division 9-0ther.Cultures, for students using 1998/1999 catalog and before 
• ArmS 10 lntro to Arm Studies 3 1230-1345 TTh R. Hewsen 
• ArmS 10 Intro to Arm Studies 3 1000-1050 MWF B Der Mugrdechian 

Division 7-Languages, for students using 1998/1~99 catalog and before 
. Arts & Humanities, Area C2 for students using 1999/2000 catalog and after 
• Arm 1B Elementary Armenian 4 1100-1150 MTWF B Der Mugrdechian 

Division 6-Languages, for students using 1998/1999 catalog and before 
Arts & Humanities, Integration IC, for students using 1999/2000 Catalog and after 
• Arm St 148 Mastrpcs Arm Lit 3 0900-0950 MWF B Der Mugrdechian 

Upper Division Courses 
• Arm St 105 Arm Genocide 3 1000-1050 ·MWF I. Kaprielian 
• Arm St 108B Arm History 1.1 3 0930-1045 TTh R. Hewsen 
• Arm St 120T Karabagh in Arm Hist 3 1900-2200 W R. Hew sen 
• Arm St 120T Armenian Dance 1 F 1700-2200; S 0900-1700 
Armenian Dance will be held on Friday, J1arch 1, and Saturday, March 2, 2002 

For more information call. the Armenian Studies Prog am at 278-2669 
or visit our offices in the Peters Business Building, Room 384. 

ASP Annual Fund 
(List as of Nov. 28, 2001) 
Patron 
Mrs. Herbert Lion 

Friends · 
Varouj & Lena Altebarmakian 
Ernest, Krikor & Ken Bedrosian 
(National Raisin Company) 
George Mekjian 

Sponsors 
Tarjian & Harriet Bedoian 
Lionel S. Galstaun 
Haig & Hilda Manjilqan 
Brian &Janalee Melikian · 
Arminee & Leo Shishmartian 
Suporters 
Anonymous 
Edward Alexander 
Maryann Atamian 
Milton & Ruth Avakian 
Albert Avedikian 
Louise Avedisian 
Alice Barter Baird 
Vahe & Billie Baladouni 
Dave Barsamian 
Bryan & Rosie Bedrosian 
Frank M. Benneyan, D. D. S. 
Mark Bohigian 
Martin & Barbar~ Bohigian 

Ja~k & Barb~a Bousian 
Ellen Sarkisian Chesnut & 
Glen Chesnut 

. Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth & Lilyan 
Cllooljian 
Bob Der Mugrdechian 

·Peter & Anahid Dorian 
Nicole Dubsick 
Stephen T. Dulgarian 
Mike & Lesta Ekizian 
John Esperian 
John Garabedian 
Rutherford B. Gaston 
Alice Gavroian 
Mr. & Mrs. Hagop & Marie 
Ghajartian 
Peter Giragosian 
Seb Guri.ner 
Raffi Haddad 
Dr. Ara Hairabedian 
Esther Holland 
Martha J amushian 
Mrs. Evelyn Jandegian 
Allan & Rosemary J en dian 
Albert & Isabelle Kabrielian 
Lucy S. Kasparian 
Ara Kebabjian 
Kaspar Keledjian, M. D. 
Diane ·& David Keligian 
Leo Keoshian, M.D. 

Thank You 
The. ASP thanks the follow- .. .. 
ing women for their prepa­
ration of baked goods for the 
ASP Lecture Series: 

Talar Atariim 
Tamara Karakashian 
Carina Karakashian 

Gladys Peters 

Isabel Khushigian 
Alex Kouyoumdjian 
Nancy Kricorian &James Schamus 
Laura Leigon 
Marjorie Magarian 
Harold & Elizabeth Manselian 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Manselian 
Charles & Zabelle Melkonian 
Nazen Merjian 
Charles & Mary Merzian 
Armenie Najarian 
Arthur W. Nalbandian 
Suren Nazaryan 
Dr. Hartune Neffian 
Dr. & Mrs. Allen Odian 
Richard & V artouhy Pandukht 
Irene & Edward Peloian 
Robert H. Philibosian 
Leo & Marlene Pilibosian 
Chuck & Debbie Poochigian 
George & Carol Rustigian 
Saryan Family 
In memory of Sarkis S. Saryan 
George Sepetjian 
Arthur & Lily Seredian 
DeanV. Shahinian 
Mary Terzian 
Martin M. Tourigian 
Leon Y engoyan 
John Zerounian 
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"Three Apples · Fell From Heaven" Author in Fresno 

Left to Right: Sevag Tateosian, Micheline Marcom, Michael Harutinian, Barlow Der Mugrdechian. 
·-~-..1 . 

MARCOM, Cont. from counts on the cruel facts she had 
Page 1 taken from her research. Three 

years later, she ended up with a 
literary work much different than 
what she had originally planned. It 
was no longer a novel based on the 
suffering that her grandmother had 
encountered, but a novel of the 
sufferings of countless Armenians, 
both men and women, young and 
old. 

From Heaven, tugs at the heart and 
causes all to remember the plight of 
the Armenians who fac~d the geno­
cide. 

.Marcom's original goal was to 
write a historical novel based on 

· · · the life of her grandmother, who 
survived the genocide. However, 
as Marcom continued to educate 
herself on the genocide, she read 
manuscripts, memoirs, and biogra­
phies of those who faced the kill­
ings and abuse of the Ottqman 
Turks, and who had lived to tell 
about it; she began to realize that so 
many different groups of people 
weren't represented in Armenian 
genocide accounts. As a result, she 
began to write fictional accounts of 
what others faced, basing these ac- · 

Marcom's stories come alive 
as the reader finds characters faced 
with the grim reality that they must 
give their babies up to exposure, 
·since they could not survive on the 
death marches. Other accounts tell 
of the multipl~ times Turkish sol­
diers searched women, stealing all 
possessions worth any monetary 
value, and then raping them. There 
are stories of a boy who hid in his 
mother's attic to escape the wrath 

of the Turkish soldiers; another 
story tells of the Armenian girl, 
Anaguil, who was cared for by 
Turkish neighbors after her parents 
were killed .. . this young girl was 
Marcorn'sgrandrnother.Marcom's 

· novel deals with a wide variety of 
people from different places in so­
~iety; yet they all share a common 
bond: in one way or another, the 
Armenian genocide has forever 
changed their lives. · 

During the "question and an­
swer" time, a number of observa­
tions were made regarding how 
genocide survivors have responded 
to the genocide. Marcom explained 
that many deal with the genocide 
by constantly speaking of it, as a 
means of finding healing; others 
simply say nothing, apparently too 
ashamed to discuss the grim reality 
that more than one million Arme-

nians were murdered during the worth the While, Marcom's novel, 
systematic killings that took place, is well worth the literary praise that 
beginning in 1915. The discussion it has received, and will continue to 
is somewhat reminiscent to the one receive. 
that takes place in Michael Arlen's The lecture was funded, in part, 
famous novel, Passage to Ararat, by the Associated Students at 
as he describes for readers in great Fresno State. 
detail the themes of shame and frus­
tration that many Armenians have 
faced, and still continue to face. 

Yet Marcom's lecture came to 
a warm end, as she discussed the 
necessity of her work, and that of 
related works. Marcom explained 
that we cannot forget what has hap­
pened, because it is part of who we 
are as Armenians. Three Apples · 
Fell from Heaven is a great work 
which neither points blame nor 
makes a plea for pity. It simply 
tries to tell the stories of those whose 
stories one would never have 
known, except for the reading of 
this work. Just as the author's 
reading was stiqmlating. and well 

Kennel Bookstore 
and the California State University, Fresno 

Armenian Studies Program 

cordially invite you to the opening of our 

ARMENIAN STUDIES 
-Section 

aturday, December 8, 2001 
R$1axed parking Saturday onlY 

Authors signing books 
~ Alalc. 1n My FalfMit's '*-'- 11 :eo o.m. 

&eJQe llulbl.llian, lJtot ~ ~ 11 :30 o.m: 
Of. RQberl H&WSQn. ~A Hbfodeal Alfclt l2:<X) p.m. 

California State University, Fresno 
Armenian Studies Program 

Armenian Studies 120T-Armenian Dance 

(Learn how tQ dance 
traditional Armenian dances) 

conducted by 

Tom Bozigian 
The internationally recognized dance instructor was born in Los 

Angeles. Each year Mr. Bozigian travels to Armenia to continue his 
research working with various institutes and dance specialists. He is 
particularly sought out for his extensive knowledge of dances from the 
pre-1915 period. He also specializes in new Armenian folk-dance as 
well as choreography. Mr . . Bozigian regularly tours the Orient and 
Europe teaching Armenian dance. 

Friday, March 1, 200,2 • 5-10 PM 
Saturday, March 2, 2002 • 9 AM-SPM 

Meet in the South Gym, Rm. 134-Fresno State 

Fresno State students enroll through S. T .A.R. 
beginning January 29,2002 

The course is open· to the public, for a fee of $50. 
To register for the class contact the Division of 

Extended Education, at 278-0333, 
or come to the first class session. 

Contact the Armenian Studies Program, 278-2669, for information. 
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·July Pilgrimage t~ Armenia Inspires Fresno State Students 
Tamara Karakashian 

· Staff Writer 

Yerevan. Khor Virap. 
Etchmiadzin. In August2000, these 
were merely locations on a map of 
our homeland. In July 2001 these 
·historical places became part of 
thousands of young peoples ' last­
ing me_mories. The Armenian 
Church Youth Organization-West­
em Diocese (ACYO-WD) spon­
sored a pilgrimage to Armenia dur-

'ing this Jubilee year, marking the 
1700th anniversary of the procla­
mation of Christianity as the. State 
Religion of Armenia. The 1700th 
Committee of the ACYO was ·dili­
gent in organizing the pilgrimage 
down to the last detail. The youth 

State experienced this amazing pil­
grimage, July 6-27, to our Mother­
land. 

Carina Karakashian, a fresh­
man, had been to Armenia with her 
family when she was a child; how­
ever her experiences during the pil­
grimage this year were vastly dif­
ferent. Her opinions had changed 
between the two trips because she 
had become much more connected 
with the Armenian nation. 

Carina is taking Professor 
Hewsen' s "Conversion of Arme­
nia to Christianity" class this se­
mester. She said that the pilgrim­
age to Armenia this summer helps 
her in this class, because she is able 
to associate the places she visited 
during the pilgrimage with the his-

L. to R.: Tamara Karakashian, Tamara Enfiedjian, Sandra 
Enfiedjian, and Erica Ananian at the Sardarabad Museum. 

of Armenia, having never hosted 
such a large amount of people, were 
in for a treat! The volunteers who 
organized the pilgrimage in Arme­
nia accommodated pilgrims by co­
ordinating day trips, providing 
lodging and meals during the stay, 
and even giving out complemen­
tary hats, backpacks, and t-shirts. 

Over 100 youth from the West­
ern Diocese journeyed to Armenia 
in search of a new direction-to­
ward a feeling of unification. We 
met Armenian youth from all cor­
ners of the world-Argentina, 
France, Russia, and, of course, Ar­
menia. Four students from Fresno 

toric locations she is discussing in 
her class. 

The moment at which Carina 
felt most connected to ·her faith was 
at the beginning of the three-day 
pilgrimage •when, "I was with ev­
eryone on their knees singing Der 
Voghormia (Lord, Have Mercy). 
We were all there for the same 
purpose: bringing ourselves closer 
to God and our Armenian Ortho­
dox faith." 

Days started early and ended 
~arly (in the morning)! With each 
day came 3 hours on a bus-but we 
endured it. We cherished it. Our 
hotel at Lake Sevan made us aware 

of the true, if not worse, living 
conditions in the entire country of 
Armenia. We opened our hearts 
and filled ourselves with prayer 
each day as we visited different 
dioceses of Armenia. 

For sophomore Erica Ananian, 
the pilgrimage "sparked my soul to 
reach out to my culture and heri­
tage." This is why Erica bas takyn 
a step towards identifying more · 
with the culture. In fact, she is now 
enrolled · in an elementary Arme­
.nian Language class with Profes­
sor Der Mugrdechian. She feels 
connected to her Armenian culture 
and has a strong passion to learn 
everything about it. 

As we journeyed throughout 
the country, we were welcomed 
with true Armenian hospitality. 
Each diocese we visited­
Aragatzotn , Kotayk, Shirak, 
Syunik-welcomed us with tradi­
tional Armenian songs, dancers, 
and performers. We will all have 
the memories embedded in our 
minds of little angels dancing in 
front of Sardarabad, and the people 
in Khor Virap village encouraging 
and enlightening us during our 
three-day pilgrimage from Khor 
Virap to Etchrniadzin. 

Ourthree-daypilgrimage,July 
14-16 began at dusk on bended 
knee at the monastery ofKhor Virap 
(deep pit) where St. Gregory was 
held prisoner in the pit for 13 years. 
Pilgrims from all over the world­
about ·s,ooo youth in all-walked 
side by side, uniting the Armenians 
of the Diaspora and those of the 
Homeland. Our arduou trip to th 
Mother Cathedral of Holy 
Etchmiadzin was filled with feel­
ings of exhaustion and excitement. 
Catholicos Karekin IT greeted the 
pilgrims with words of praise and 
delight. As the sun rose, groups of 
pilgrims slipped into a well needed 
nap. Badarak was celebrated by 
His Eminence Ar~hbishop Hovnan 
Derderian, primate of the Diocese 
of Canada, along with 10 altar serv­
ers from the Western Diocese. 

Senior Tamara Enfiedjiaq 
commented on the economic life of 
th~ people in Armenia. 

"Regardless of the conditions, 
and ·as bad as it rna~ seem to us, 

Tamara Karakashian left, with Carina Karakashian at the 
Armenian Martyrs Monument inYerevan, Armenia. 

they [Armenians] are content with .Mt. Ararat, Khor Virap, and the 
what they have. Material things are Musical Program at theY outh Ceo­
unimportant to them; they cherish terofNork will remain in our hearts 
the fact that they have land to call and minds forever. This pilgrim­
their own while they celebrate 1700 age has had a profound effect on 
years of Christianity." every member of the youth who 

When a ked if they would r - participated. . h Armenian youth 
turn to Armenia some day, Erica, · should experience this emotionally 
Sandra, and Carina enthusiastically moving visit to our homeland; it 
exclaimed, "YES!" The same is will strengthen their pride in Ar­
true for myself! menian culture and their orthodox 

Sites such as Tzitzernakabert, faith. 

FM 90.7 
Your D.J.s 

St;.yag Tateosian and Armen Postoyan 
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Cochrane Fellows from· Armenia StUdy Enology 
Barlow Der Mugrdechian 

Advisor 

Armenian enology students 
Zaruhi Muradyan, Armen 
Kakosyan, and Tigran Khachatryan 
spent three weeks, September 23 
through October 13, 2001, at Fresno 
State as United States Department 
of Agriculture Cochrane Fellows, 
specializing in wine-making. Tpe 
Cochrane Program provides· fund-­
ing for overseas agriculture stu­
dents to study in the United States. 

The Fresno State Viticulture 
and Enology Research Center and 
Department ofYiticulture and Enol­
ogy hosted the three, who are stu­
dents at the Armenian Agricultural 
Academy (AAA) located in 
Yerevan, Armenia. The AAA is 
the primary agriculture teaching 
institution in Armenia. 

Dr. Robert Wample, Director 
of the Enology Research Center 
and Chair of the Department, co or­
dinated the activities for the stu­
dents with the assistance of Helen 
Chrisman, Cynthia Wood, and De­
partment staff. Dr. John Shields, 
Chair of the Agricultural Econom-

Left to right: Tigran Khachatryan, Armen Kakosyan, Zaruhi 
Muradyan, Dr. Robert and Pam Wample at the Wample home, 
preparing for an Armenian style dinner. 
ics Department provided logistical 
support and assisted in arranging 
the Cochrane fellowships. 

Muradyan, Kakosyan, and 
Khachatryan rec~ed practical 
knowledge in the Fresno State win­
ery and participated in a wine crush. 
Because Fresno State has the only 
university-run and owned winery 

· in the United States, the students 

were able to have first-Hand train­
ing about the wine-making process. 

The students took a variety of 
courses, such as Wine Analysis and 
Production taught by Professor.Ken 
Fugelsang and .a wine bottling 
course. They attended the Enology 
Society's Wine Tasting featuring 
Zinfandel from various regions and 
vintages. 

Practical experience was im­
portant in the training program, so 
the group visited the Central Cali­
fornia wine grape-growing region. 
Visits to ·wineries such as the Eberle 
Winery, the Bryon Vineyard and 
Winery, Paul Masson Cellars, and 
Quady Winery also enhanced their 
p~actical knowledge. 

. They heard presentations by 
·Dr. Roy Thornton "Biotechnology 
in Winemaking," Dr. Sanliang Gu, 
Dr. Nick Dokoozlian "Sunlight: 
Friend or Foe to Quality Wine 
Grapes," and Dr. Barry Gump·. 

While in Fresno, the students 
from Armenia met and became 
friends with students from the Enol­
ogy program. They traveled to­
gether to various wineries through­
out the state. The Armenian Cui­
sine Restaurant of Fresno became 
a home away from home for the 
students, providing food and hos­
pitality. Mr. Patrick Balakian of 
Fresno also provided hospitality 
for the students. · 

Among the many activities that 
the students participated in was a 
Fresno State football game, an Ar­
menian Studies Program lecture in 

October, and a visit to the E & J 
Gallo Winery where they toured a 
test stand, crusher and the plant. 

They visited the Bay Area, in­
cluding a trip to Rosenblum Cel­
lars in Alameda and visited San 
Francisco, where they saw many of 
the city ' s attractions.such as Golden 
Gate. Bridge, Alcatraz, and 
Fisherman's Wharf. 

The 3-day celebration of 
Sonoma County's fine wines, 
foods, and rich agricultural heri­
tage ar.e part of the 2001 Sonoma 
CotJnty Harvest Fair which 
Muradyan, Kakosyan, and 
Khachatryan enjoyed greatly, 

After returning to Fresno, a 
culmination event was a dinner at 
the home of Dr. Robert and Pam 
Wample, where the students from 
Armenia prepared an authentic Ar­
menian meal for the many friends 
that they had made during their 
stay in Fresno. 

The three students returned to 
Armenia enriched by their stay in 
Fresno and unanimously agreeing 
that a return visit was a must. 

Dr. Hewsen Gives 2nd Lec.ture o.n Christianization of Armenia . 
Anne Visser 

Staff Writer 

Dr. Robert Hewsen, the Henry 
S. Khanzadian Kazan Visiting Pro­
fessor for the Armenian Studies 
Program delivered his second of a 
three-part lecture series on "The · 
Conversion of Armenia to Chri -
tianity" on Thursday, November 1. 
Dr. Hew sen's lecture entitled "The 
Conversion of King Trdat: Read­
ing Between The Lines" detailed 
the early 4th century king' s life an~ 
his conversion by St. Gregory tlie 
Illuminator as based on the account 
recorded by the Armenian chroni-

. cler Agathangelos. The lecture also 
detailed modern scholars' identifi­
cation of discrepancies · th the 
work and Dr. Hewsen' s own inter­
pretations of the historical docu­
ment. 

Agathangelos' account of the 
conversion has become the tradi­
tional historical account of the con­
version of King Trdat. It tells of a 
traitor known as Anak, who was 
employed by the Persian king to 
assassinate the King Trdat' s father. 
As punishment for his crime, Anak 
and his family were slain. Only one 
son, Gregory, was saved from death 
and for his protection was taken to 
Caesarea and raised as a Christian. 

Gregory returned to Armenia 
and served as a Christian at the 
royal court. He was discovered by 
the king and cast into a pit, where 
he survived for fifteen years. For 
years under King Trdat's rule, per­
secution of Christians ran rampant. 
As retribution for these sins, King 
Trdat was transformed into a wild 
beast. His sister Khosrovidukht had 
a dream in which an ang.el told her 

to release Gregory from his years 
of isolation in the deep pit. After hi 
release, Gregory transformed the 
king back to human form and the~ 
baptized King Trdat and his entire 
household. Thus, according to 
Agathangelos, King Trdat in 301 
AD proclaimed Christianity the sole 
state religion of Apnenia and a 
mass conversion of the Armenian 
people followed. 

A crowd of more than 75 
people assembled in the Alice Pe­
ters Auditorium on campus, and sat 
captivated throughout the lecture. 
Professor Hew sen gave an eloquent 
description of a modern scholar's 
ideas about the discrepailcies of 
Agathangelos' account of the con­
version. The audience listened with 
interest as Dr. Hewsen himself in­
terpreted Agathangelos' account as 
a way to defme the circumstances 
of the conversion of the king and 
not as an eyewitness acco~t to the 
event. 

The impact of this lecture on 
audience members was evident in 

·remarks made after the lecture. 
Words such as "enlightened," "ex­
emplary," "awesome," and "praise­
worthy" were used to describe Dr. 
Hewseri' s lecture. When asked to 
share her thoughts on the lecture, · 
Jayne Dangerfield, a student at 
Fresno State, said "I didn't know 
what to expect, I came to this lec­
ture after seeing a news brief about 
it in The Collegian. I never ex­
pected to be so intrigued by the 
subject matter. Dr. Hewsen was 
really passionate about the subject 
matter he presented." Another 
audience member said, "I never 
really expected Dr. Hewsen to go 
into such d~tail on the vaiious dis-

Hye Sharzhqom 
would like to hear your comments. 

Please write. 

Dr. Robert Hewsen, left, signing copies of his new book 
Armenia: A Historical Atlas. Photo by Dikran Chekian 

crepancies in the work of 
Agathangelos' historical account, 
I thought it was really interesting to 

hear and I appreciate that they were 
presented in a way that was easy to 
understand." 

Dr. Hewsen's three part lec­
ture series on the Conversion of 
Armenia offers a view into his 
course "The Conversion of Arme­
nia to Christianity" which is being 
offered this fall at California State 
University, Fresno. It is the only 
course on the conversion of Arme..: 
nia to Chri&tianity being offered at 
a university in th{{ United States 
this year. 

In the third part of the lecture 
series, "The Conversion of the Ar­
menian People," Dr. Hewsen will 
address the conversion of the com­
mon people of Armenian, leading 
to the establishment of Ctuistianity 
as the national faith . 

That lecture will be held at 
7:30 PM on Thursday, December 
6, 2001, in the Alice Peters Audito­
rium on campus. 

Books Available Thr~ugh the Armenian Studies Program 

William Saroyan: 
An Armenian Trilogy 
Edited by Dickran Kouymjian 

$21.95 Hard Cover 
$12.95 Soft cover 

Warsaw Visitor: Tales from 
the Vienna Streets 
-The Last Two Plays of 
William Saroyan 
Edited and with an Introduc­
tion by Dickran Kouymjian 
$23.95 Hard Cover · 
$13.95 Soft Cover 

~aroyan 's Armenians: . 
An Anthology 
Edited by Alice K. Barter 

$15.00 

Books available from: 
Armenian Studies Program 
5245 N. Backer Ave. PB4 
Fresno, CA 937 40-8001 
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H~nry Madden Library Collection: 
Multi.c.ultural C __ hildren's Literattif~ 

Nazik Arisian 
Ms. Carpenter gave her lec­

ture and showed a video about the 
·Arne Nixon Center and showed 

authored with her mother, the f~te 
Jean Shirley, three illustrated biG_g_­
raphies geared towards young read­Staff Writer 

slides of how she came to write ers. They are entitl~d Frances 
On October 13, 2001 , the books with her mother. The audi- Hodgson Burnett: Beyond theSe­

c;ret Garden, published in 1990: L: Women' s League of the Arm em an 
Community School of Fresno 
(ACSF) and the Arne Nixon Cen­
ter Advocates (ANCA) of the Arne 
Nixon Center for the Study of 
Children' s Literature held a lun-
cheon at the Srnittcamp Alumni 
House on the campus of Califorrria 
State University, Fresno. The Arne 
Nixon Center is housed at the 
Fresno State Henry Madden .... Li­
brary. Angebca Carpenter, Cura­
tor of the Arne Nixon Center, was 
the featured speaker whose topic 
was "Arne Nixon ' s Vision: Cel-

ence enjoyed her pres~ntation be­
cause there were several mother­
daughters in the audience who re­
_lated to Ms. Carpenter very weiJ. 

Then, Ms. Carpenter explained 
that D~. Nixon began teaching at 
Fresno State in 1961. He was loved 
and respected by many and was a 
sought-after speaker who debghted 
in tellin~ stories to children. Dur­
ing his many travels around the 
world, he bought children' s books 
and it was his vision to build a 
collection of multicultural 
children' s literature in the Library. 

Ms. Angelica. Carpenter, Curator of the Arne Nixon Center, 
left, with Ms. Nazik Arisian. 

· ebrating Multicultural Children's 
Literature." 

Friends and members of the 
Women's League of ACSF (a sup­
port group for the Armenian 
~chool) and ANCA (a support 
group for the Arne Nixon Center), 
as well as parents of the Armenian 
Community School of Fresno were 
invited guests to the'luncheon. Ms. 
Carpenter talked about Dr. Arne 
Nixon, The Arne Nixon Center, 
and Dr. Nixon's ideas on the value 
of multicultural children' s litera­
ture. The other part of her lecture 
was on what inspired her to be a 
writer of children's literature. 

Before lunch was served, the 
guests mingled and tasted assorted 
Armenian mezza (appetizers) such 
as rolled grape leaves, boregs, 
tourshi, hummous, and flat bread. 
Then University Catering served a 
wonderful lunch with several dif­
ferent kinds of Armenian desserts 
that included gata, namura · and 
Napoleons. All the mezza and des­
sert items were made by the mem­
bers of the ·women' s League. 

When lunch was over, Penny 
Mirigian-Emerzian, President of 
the Women ' s League, welcomed 
everyone and expressed how won­
derful it was that the Women' s 
League and A.NCA are working 
together to help enhance the col­
lection at the Arne Nixon Center by 
adding Armenian childrens ' litera­
ture to it. Denise Sciandra, Presi­
dent of ANCA, also spok~? and ex­
pressed how delighted she and her 
group were that the Women ' s 
League and ANCA were working 
together for the Arne Nixon Cen­
ter. 

In 1995, Dr. Nixon donated his 
collection of 22,000 children's 
books to the Henry Madden_ Li­
brary and founded the Arne Nixon 
Center for tJ;le Study of Children's 
Literature. Upon his death in 1997, 
he bequeathed a . generous gift to 
the Henry Madden Library in ~UP:­

port of the Arne Nixon Center. 
- Although Ms. Carpenter never 

met Dr. Nixon, she felt she has 
gotten to know him very well 
through his books and the stories 
his friends have told her about him. 
Since the grand opening of the Arne 
Nixon Center in 2001 , over 130 
individuals have joined ANCA in 
support of the center. 

Ms. Carpenter discussed Dr. 
Nixon ' s international vi$ ion of 
children' s literature in various lan­
guages and described her plan to 
add children's books in Armenian 
to the Arne Nixon Center. She 
encouraged the donation of Arme­
nian children' s books to the center. 
As Fresno has a large Armenian 
population, it is fitting that there be 
such a coJlection in the library and 
Ms. Carpenter certainly has the right 
spot for it. As a matter of fact, right 
after the lecture, Zar. 
DerMugrdechian and several oth­
ers donated a number of Armenian 
children '·s books to the Arne Nixon 
Center. 

Ms. Carpenter became the cu­
rator of the Arne Nixon Center in 
1996 after a nationwide search. She 
earned a bachelor's degree in 
French and master's degrees in 
education and library science, from 
the University ofTilinois. She was 
the Director of the Public Library 
in Palm Springs, Florida.She co-

Frank Baum: Royal Historian of 
Oz (1992) , and Robert Louis 
Stevenson: Finding Treasure js­
land (19.97). She is currently work­
ing on a fourth book entitled L~wls 
C(lrroll: Through the Looking­
Giass. io be published in 2002. Ms. · 
Carpenter is a member of the board 
of directors of the International 
Wizard of ·oz and a contributing 
editor to the Baum Bugle. 

An invitation was extended to 
all to visit the Arne Nixon Center 
housed at the .Henry ·Madden Li­
brary on the Fresno State campus. 
The Arne Nixon Center is a re­
search library; its materi~s do not 
circulate. The Center's materials 
are listed in the bbrary's<;(>mputer­
ized ~atalogu_e .· · at 
www.lib.csufresncr.~du : The·lec.!. 
ture conclpded after Ms. Carpenter 
answere~ a number of• questions 
from the audience-. The: Women's 
League presented .~ - gift b~sket to 
Ms. Carpenter as an· expression of 
thanks for her work. 

A special . thanks goes to the 
following spons()rs of the event and 
all of the individuals who made the 
luncheon a success: Anoush 
Chatnlian, Peter and Raffi Dorian, 
Richard and Mimi Gunner, Penny 
Mirigian-Emerzian and Dr. Tho­
mas Shekoyan. 

December 2001 

Fresn·o Armenians 
Republished fQr Holidays 

Berge Bulbulian's The 
Fresno Armenians has been 
reprinted by Quill Driver -
Books/Word Dancer Press, 
Inc. , and is now available for 
purchase. 

The new edition has a for­
ward by Professor Dickran 
Kouymjian, Haig and Isabel 
Berberian Chair of Armenian 
Studies at Fresno State. 

The second edition has 
been updated with added in­
formation. 

Order Form 
. 

Please send me copy(ies)_ at $19.00 each of 
The Fresno Armenians. 
(Add $2.00 for the first copy and $.50 for each additional copy for 
postage and handling.) 

Name~----------------------------------­
Street------------~--~---4~-----------
City/State/Zip ___________ _ 

Total Enclosed ___ _ 

Send to: Armenian Studies Program 
5245 N. Backer Ave., MIS PB4 

Fresno, CA 93740-8001 

Check -or money order, made payable to the 
Armenian Studies Program, must accompany orders. 
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Gladzor Gospels Stied New Light on: Armenian ManuScript Painting 
Barlow Der Mugrdechian 

Advisor 

The Armenian Gospels of 
Gladzor: The Life of Christ 
Illuminated. Thomas F. 
Mathews and . Alice Taylor 
(Lps Angeles: J. Paul Getty 
Museum, 2001) 51 pp. + 60 
color plates. 

In commemoration of the 
1700th anniversary of the procla­
mation of Christianity as the State· 
Religion of Armenia, the J. Paul 
Getty Museum of Los Angeles has 
published a lavishly produced and 
handsome monograph, The Arme­
nian Gospels of Gladzor, devoted 
to the study of a single manuscript. 

The· book was published in 
conjunction with The Armen~an 
Gospels of Gladzor, an exhibition 
devoted to this rare Gospel book on 
loan from the Department of Spe­
cial Collections of the Charles E. 
Young Research Library at UCLA. 
Accompanying the exhibition was 
a series of related public programs 
including lectures, gallery talks, and 
concerts. 

· On exhibition September 11 
through December 2, 2001 , this 

.. , masterpiece of 14th-century 
Anne the manuscript, includes doz­
ens of brilliantly colored minia­
tures illustrating the life of Christ. 

In four chapters, art historians 
and authors Thomas F. Mathews 
and Alice Taylor bring to life the 
Gospels produced at ~e Armenian 
monastery of Gladzor, sometime at 

the beginning of the .14th century . . 
In Chapter One, Making an 

llluminated Manuscript, the place 
of illuminated manuscripts in Ar­
menian culture is discussed. The 
authors outline how the Armenians 
developed their own Christian tra­
dition in theology, which was even­
tually expressed through painting. 
Through the narrative miniatures, 
Armenians expressed the impor­
tant scenes from the Life of Christ. 
A thorough discussion of the mak­
ing of the manuscripts, along with 
comments about the artists involved 
form the core of the first chapter. 

Chapter Two, Armenian un­
der the Mongols, brings to life the 
historical context from which the 
GladzorGospels arose. Armenians 
in ·the late 13th and early 14th cen­
tUries were influenced by not only 
the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia, 
but by the rule of the Mongols and 
the Georgians. 

The arrival of_:tbe Mongols, in 
the first quarter of the thirteenth 
century, constituted a new cultural 
influence on the Armenians. Al­
though the Mongols' early inva­
sions caused much destruction, 
eventually the Armenians pros­
pered under a relative degree of 
tolerance. Armenian education and 
exploration of theological iss.ues 
continued in the monasteries and 
production of manuscripts also con­
tinued. 

· Chapter Three, The Life of 
Christ in Miniature, concentrates 
on an understanding of the Arme­
nian artistic approach to the illumi­
nation of manuscripts. The authors 
of this monograph provide a de-

tailed analysis of the specifically 
Armenian approach to this artistic 
expression. To do this, they had to 
elucidate not only the existing Ar­
menian tradition of Armenian paint­
ing, but also explore the Armenian 
exegetical sources. 

This dual line of inquiry leads 
to several important concl~sions 
about the Gladzor Gospels. The 

main artist of the Gospel, Toros of 
Taron, worked along with his ab­
bot, Y esayi Nchetsi, b.oth of them 
constantly discussing and develop­
ing an Armenian approach to both 
art and theology. 

One sub-section of this chap­
ter, The Human and the Divine in 
Christ, explains both the theology 
of the Armenian Church and also 

how that theology was expressed 
in the paintings. Another sub-sec­
tion, Women in the Life of Christ, 
describes the importance of women 
in the Gladzor Gospels-twenty -one 
of the fifty-six miniatures involve 
women. 

Chapter Fou·r, the Conclusion, 
· summarizes the theological discus­

sions that must have accompanied 
the productioq of the manuscript. 
The authors also discuss the mod­
els on which mapy of the Gladzor 
paintings are based, such as the 
Vehapar Gospel, which itself was 
an example of Armenian Gospels 
representing a tradition before the 
advent of both the Mongols and. 
Roman Catholic missionaries. 

The conclusion of the Chapter 
details the fascinating provenance 
of the Gladzor Gospels as it ex­
.changed hands numerous times. In 
1377, the Gladzor Gospels came 
into the possession of an Armenian 
princess who treasured it and wrote 
a prayer in it. Over the course of the 
following centuries, the manuscript . 
traveled across Asia before corning 
to UCLA in 1968 as a donation 
from Dr. Caro Minasian, a physi­
cian from New Julfa. 

This extremely readable and 
beautiful book is a valuable addi­
tion to th~ growing body of schol­
arly work on Armenian manuscript 
illumination. Thomas F. Mathews 
and Alice Taylor have contributed 
much to the discussion of Arme­
nian manuscripts by their detailed 
study of the Gladzor Gospels. Both ' 
scholars and non-scholars will find · 
this monograph to be a much trea­
sured part of their library. 

~e~sFro~and~bout~r~enia~~~~~~~~~-
California-Armenia Trade 
Agreement Signed 

Gov. Gray Davis signed a 
memoqmdum of understanding to 

. strengthen the economic, educa­
tional and political ties between . 
California and the Republi\ of Ar­
menia on Thursday, November 22. 

The fruit of several years of 
work by Armenian leaders and 
elected state officials, the Trade 
and Cultural Exchange Memoran­
dum of Understanding formalizes 
shared interests to expand busine_ss 
opportunities. 

The agreement is the ftrst of its 
kind between an American state 
and the Republic of Armenia, which 
is celebrating its lOth anniversary 
of independence from the Soviet 
Union this year. 

The document signifies an en­
hanced exchange of information 
targeting bilateral trade and invest­
ment, accordmg to the governor's 
office. It will also identify key edu­
cational opportunities for profes­
sors and students to assist both sides 
in the areas of technology and busi­
ness administration. 

"This historic agreement con­
firms our commitment to foster and 
promote technology. thaL will im­
mensely benefit California and 
Armenia in terms of job creation 
and shared business expertise," 
Davis said. "Today's action will 
provide vital assistance to Armenia 
as it works to establish an even 
stronger democracy through the 
encouragement of trade and invest­
ment with California." 

The governor noted that Ar­
menia has made significant progress 
in establishing democratic rule and 
a free market economy. 

In 2000, California exports to 
Armenia totaled $11.3 million. 
Exports in the first half of 2001 
reached more than $8 million, an 
89 percent increase over the same 
period last year, according to the 
governor's office. 

Principal California exports to 
Armenia include miscellaneous 
manufactured commodities, pri­
mary metal manufacturing, and 
·apparel and accessories. 

California is home to more than 
500,000 people of Armenian­
American and Armenian descent, 
whichrepresents the largest Arme­
nian population ,outside of Arme­
nia, according to the governor's 
office. 

The memorandum of under­
standing will go into effect imme­
diately and will last for two years. 

The momentousness of the 
signing ceremony at the Glendale 
Hilton was underscored by the ros­
terofinvitedguests, which included 
the governor and state elected offi­
cials, and Vartan Oskanian, 
Arme~ia' s (oreign minister, who 
signed the agreement on behalf of 
his country. 

Other Armenian dignitaries 
will include Arman Kirakossian, 
Armenian ~bassador to the U. S.; 
Movses Abelian, Annenian ambas­
sador to the United Nations; and 
Valery Mkrtoumian, consul gen­
eral of Armenia in Los Angeles. 

New U.S. Ambassador to 
Armenia Presented Cre­
.dentials to President of Ar­
menia 

Newly appointed US Ambas­
sador Extraordinary and Plenipo­
tenti¥Y to Armenia John Ordway 
presented credentials to Armenian 
President Robert Kocharyan. The 
diplomat said Washington intends 
to contribute to create a prosperous 
and safe future for Armenia. The 
USA is interested in establishing 
peace and stability in the South 
Caucasus and is ready to contribute 
to this goal, the ambassador said. In 
his tum Robert Kocharyan said the 
Yerevan-Washington relations are 
of great importance toArmenia. 
Highly appreciating the USA' s aid 
rendered to Armenia over the last 
10 years, he pointed out that new 
possibilities for cooperation be­
tween the two countries are open­
ing at present, with development 
programs replacing those of the 
humanitarian aid. Touching upon 
the bilateral economic cooperation, 
Robert Kocharyan emphasized th~ 
importance of activities of the Ar­
menian-American working group 
and of the Armenian Diaspora of 
America. Both sides also touched 
upon issues concerning the 
Karabakh conflict settlement and 
regional security. 

Polish President Recognizes 
Armenian Genocide 

Polish President Aleksander 
Kwasniewski, in Armenia' on a 

three-day official visit said on 
Thursday, November 15, that the 
1915 mass killings and deporta­
tions of Armenians in the Ottoman 
Empire constituted a genocide and 
voiced hope that such tragedies will 
never happen again. 

"What happened was a geno­
cide and nobody should dispute 
that fact," Kwasniewski declared 
at a meeting with students and the 
faculty of Yerevan State Univer­
sity. He also drew parallels be­
tween the massacre of some 1.5 
million Armenians and the exter­
min~tion of Polish Jews by Nazi 
Germany during the World W (lf II. 

The remarks, which are bound 
to anger Turkey, were made after 
Kwasniewski's visit to the Geno­
cide Memorial (Tsitsemagapert) in 
Yerevan. 

"The genocide of Armenians 
in 1915 is a fact and what we see 

here today is the truth," AFP quoted 
him as saying there. "We Poles 
know well what it means ... Fascist 
Germany organized the Holocaust 
on our territory." 

Turkey is adamant that the 
mass killings were not a genocide, 
putting the Armenian death toll at 
300,000. Ankara insists that the 
Armenians were repressed. by the 
Ottoman regime because of their 
collaboration with advancing Rus­
sian trc;>ops. 

The Polish leader arrived in 
Armenia on Wednesday for a visit 
which the two countries hope will 
strengthen their relationship. 
Kwasniewski and Armenian Presi­
dent Robert Kocharian urged their 
business communities to boost the 
currently modest level of bilateral 

. commercial ties as they opened a 
Polish-Armenian business forum 
in Yerevan on Thursday. 

Fresno State's Scholarship 
Application Form for 2002-2003 

On-line now through January 5, ~002. 

Students can apply for hundreds of institutional scholarships by 
simply logging on to the web site at 

http://studentaffairs.csufresno.edu/scholarships 
during the application period. 

Click on "Scholarship Application" and complete each item. 

. 

Students applying for Armenian Studies scholarships/grants 
must complete the ASP supplementary form, found on the 

ASP web site at www .csufresno.edul ArmenianStudies. 
Applications will then be reviewed by various selection 

committees. Students will receive notification of awards for the 
2002-2003 academic year beginning in March of next year. 

". 
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Hye Talk Completes Fall Season with Ninth TY Show 
Staff Report 

Hye Talk successfully com­
pleted taping its Fall 2001 season 
of nine shows, on Tuesday, No­
vember 20. 

The television interview pro­
gram, produced by the Armenian 
Studies Program and Department 
ofMass Communications and Jour­
nalism at Fresno State, had its pre­
miere on Thursday, October 18, 
featuring an interview with Dr. Rob­
e~ Hewsen, Kazan Visiting Pro­
fessor of Armenian Studies at 
Fresno State. 

Hye Talk host Barlow Der 

in show number four. Principal Seth 
Atamian was interviewed and reci­
tations were given by the third 
grade-class of the school. A three­
minute video segment featured the 
school ' s new location in the Tower 
District of Fresno. 

Brothers Jim and Edward 
Karagozian each gave demonstra­
tions on the kanun and dumbeg, 
respectively. The pieces high­
lighted the Afmenian tradition in 
music. · 

Fresno State student Ara 
Mekhitarian provided a "News 
Update" section for Hye Talk in 
the second series of shows. The 

The crew of Hye Talk joined host Barlow Der Mugrdechian, and guest chef Zar Der Mugr­
dechian, for the Holiday Cooking show, the final show taped for the Fall 2001 season. 

Oudist Richard Hagopian, left, with Hye Talk host Barlow 
Der Mugrdechian 

Mugrdechian, of the Armenian 
· Studies Program, has interviewed 
a wide variety of _people for the 
program. . 

The Arax Armenian Dancers 
of Fresno provided a cultural as-

. pect for one show, by demonstrat­
ing some of the folk dances of his­
toric Armenia. Dancers Zar Der 
Mugrdechian, Lena Abrahamian, 
and Mary Mirigian performed line 
and solo dances. 

Musician Richard Hagopian 
discussed the history of the ou~ 
(similar to an unfretted guitar) and 
also gave a demonstration of the 
popular instrument on another 
show. The internationally recog­
nized Hagopian has recorded many 
traditional songs and is a popular 
fixture at local A.rmenian picnics. 

The Armenian Community 
School of Fre~no was highlighted 

segment included news of general 
interest plus upcoming Armenian 
Studies events. 

Armenian Community School 
Principal Seth Atamian. 

NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 

In June 2001, Barlow Der 
Mugrdechian of the Armenian 
Studies Program had led a group of 
18 students to Armenia. Arak:el 
Arisian, former Associated Stu­
dents President at Fresno State, 
and a trip participant, was inter­
viewed about . his experiences· in 
show six. This show also featured 
a video segment showing some of 
the sites visited by the group. An­
other segment highlighted a spe­
cial reunion of the group members, 
who spoke about their memories 
of the trip. 

Iii the group of shows taped on 
November20, BergeBulbulian was · 
interviewed about his book, The 
Fresno Armenians, which has just 
been reprinted. There is a great 
demand for the book, which out­
lines the history of the Fresno Ar­
menians. A special segment on this 
show, took viewers on a tour of 
Fresno's old "Armenian Town." 
Janet Saghatelian of Valley Bak­
ery was interviewed in the seg:­
ment. 

Fresno State Classics Program 
. Professor Victor Hanson spoke 
about his views on the relationship 
between farming and Greek cul­
ture. His comments on the univer-

Hye Sharzhoom is sent without charge to thousands of people throughout the 
world. Although there is no subscription fee, we urge readers to support our efforts 

-' . 

with donations ()f any amount. This request has assumed a special importance 
because of increased mailing costs. 

Yes, I would like to support the Hye Sharzhoom mailing expenses with a 
donation of: 
$ __ _ 
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sity system proved to be ~ery inter­
esting. He spoke about the near 
demise of the f~mily farm in 
America and the consequences that 
had had on American life. 

The fmal show for the Fall 
season was a. Holiday Cooking 
show featuring preparation of an 
Armenian menu. _Many different 
Armenian foods, from appetizers 
to dessert were explained on the 
show. With help from Zar Der 

Mugrdechian, the viewing audience 
got a taste of Armenian cuisine. 

Don Priest is the instructor for 
the-ad~ced course in television 
production and Barlow Der 
Mugrdechian of the Armenian 
Studies Program is Executive Pro­
ducer. 

The show airs on A TI Broad­
band (Cable) Channel 14, in the 
San Joaquin Valley, on Thursday 
nights, from 10:00-10:30 PM. 

Ara Mekhitarian on the Hye Talk set. 
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