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I  L o v e  L i v i n g  i n  D e t r o i t

I s te p p e d  o f f  a  s t il l r a in -w e t  p a v e m e n t in to  th e  p a r ty  s to re . R ic e  

p a d d y  w a rm  o u ts id e  so  th e  d o o r  w a s  h e ld  o p e n  w ith  a c in d e r  b lo c k , 

e v e n  so  th e  p la c e  w a s  tw ic e  a s  w a rm  in s id e . T h e  s t ic k  to  y o u r  s k in  
m u g g y  q u a li ty  m u s t r e m in d  th e  o w n e rs  o f  h o m e .

O n e  o f  th e s e  n ig h ts , p is s - t i r e d , ju s t  w a n te d  a f u c k in ’ b e e r  s o ’s to  f o r ­

g e t. T h e  o n ly  r e a s o n  I c a n  h e re . L a y e rs  o f  d ir t  e v e ry w h e re , th e  

l in o le u m ’s g o t th a t h a s n ’t b e e n  m o p p e d  s in c e  ’9 2  g r im , y o u  e x p e c t 

s o m e  fo u r  le g g e d  ty p e  to  s p r in g  o u t f ro m  b e tw e e n  th e  v ir g in  M a ry  

c a n d le s  o n  th e  b o tto m  s h e lf .  D u s t c o v e rs , b a k e d  b e a n s , V ie n n a  
s a u s a g e , b e e f  s tew , b e s t  b o u g h t  b e fo re  it h a s  e x p ire d .

O n  th e  c o o le r s  a s t ic k e r  te l ls  m e  to  " s m ile , y o u ’re  o n  T V ." F o r t ie s  o n  
th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  p e e p  s h o w  g la s s .  G o tta  b u y  c h e a p , o n ly  $ 2 .0 0  

o n  m y  p e rs o n — all in  q u a r te r s .  T h e y  w o u ld n ’t c a re  i f  it w a s  w ra p p e d  
p e n n ie s .  In  th is  k in d ’v e  p la c e  b o o z e rs  a re  b u y in g  th e ir  p in ts  a n d  

f i f th s  b e fo re  th e  n o o n  h o u r , ju s t  l ik e  th e  b a b y  g ir l g e t t in g  th a t b o tt le  
o f  c o g n a c  fo r  h e r  m o m .



I lo o k  a t th e  m a g a z in e  ra c k , th e r e ’s v e n u s  in  sk in , d a d d y ’s l i tt le  g ir l, 

lo o k in g  m e  in  th e  e y e , a c o c k  sh o v e d  in  h e r  th ro a t. S o m e  g u y s  h a v e  
a ll th e  lu c k , s o m e  g ir ls  m e a t  fo r  th e  g r in d e r , so m e  b a b y  is  g o n n a  g e t 

m in d - fu c k e d  b y  an  im a g e  th e y  c a n ’t fa th o m .

I p u t  th e  b o tt le  in  th e  r e v o lv in g  b o x , q u a r te r s  g o  in  th e  m e ta l  tray , 

d o n ’t g iv e  a  sh it , d o n ’t tru s t  y o u  e y e s  s ta re  a t m e  th ru  b u lle t  p r o o f  

g la s s ,  s ta in e d  w ith  y e a r s  o f  h u m a n ity . T h e  o w n e r  h a s  se e  ‘e m  all, 
e v e ry  ty p e  o f  b o o z e r  f ro m  w e e k e n d  p a r ty  k id s  to  th e  c h ro n ic  a lk ey . 

S i t t in g  in  th a t  p la s t i c  c a g e  n ig h t a f te r  n ig h t ,  s e n s e s  b lu n te d  to  a ll 

fo r m s  o f  w a lk in g , ta lk in g  h o rro r . A n d  th e y  ju s t  k e e p  c o m in g , h o m o  
s a p ie n  s la g  d u lle d  b y  f lu o re s c e n t  sh in e . W h y  b o th e r  to  m o p , w h o  th e  

fu c k  is  g o n n a  n o tic e . R e tu rn  to  p o c k  m a rk e d  c o n c re te ,  re c a l l  la s t 

w e e k e n d . It w a s  S a tu r d a y  n ig h t, h a l f  a  d o z e n  o f  th e  b o y s  o u t f ro n t 

b a th in g  in  th e  s to r e f r o n t ’s c r im s o n  g lo w . F ir s t  th o u g h t a n  a b o r te d  

h o ld  u p , b u t n o w  I s e e  th e  le f t  s id e  o f  th e  b u i ld in g  c o v e re d  b y  a s l id e  

d o w n  m e ta l  s e c u r i ty  d o o r , i t ’s a c q u ire d  a n  im m e n s e  d e n t, c o u r te s y  o f  

a p is s -p o o r  p a rk in g  jo b .

L o o k in g  u p , a lo n e  fa ta li ty . A  p ig e o n  w h o  d id n ’t m a k e  a  q u ic k



e n o u g h  g e ta w a y . P in n e d  u p s id e  d o w n , a w in g  s p a n n e d  in  f ro z e  n o n ­

f l ig h t , e y e s  s ta re  in to  g re a t  o b liv io n . D e a d  sk y  ra t p o e try . I s h o u ld  

h a v e  s u c h  a  d e a th .

H o p s c o tc h  th ru  c h o c k  h o le  e x c u s e  o f  a p a rk in g  lo t, m u d d y  p u d d le s  

w ith  o il s l ic k  ra in b o w s . A  c u t th ru  a lle y w a y s  p a s t  w e e d s , sp ra y  p a in  

s lu rs , ru s t c o n s u m e d  m e ta l  a n d  g a rb a g e  o f  a ll s p e c ie s .  G e rm a n  

S h e p a rd  h o u s e d  in  ju s t  e n o u g h  s p a c e  to  tu rn  a ro u n d . It b a rk s  a t m y  

tru c k . I p re te n d  th a t h e ’s n o t g iv in g  m e  th e  s ta y  aw ay , ju s t  g ro u s in g  

a b o u t h is  a c c o m m o d a tio n s . A c ro s s  th e  s tre e t  a  la n k y  k id  s k i t t le s  

a lo n g  a b r ic k  w a ll, h im  a n d  h i sh a d o w , g ra b b in g  h is  d ic k , h o ld in g  up  

h is  b a g g ie s .  Is  h e  c o m in g  f ro m  o r  g o in g  to ?

O n e  la s t a lley , th e  o n e  w ith  th e  tw in s , tw o  te le p h o n e  p o le s . T h e  

a rc h w a y  I p a s s  a lm o s t e v e ry  n ig h t .  It te l ls  m e  o n e , o n e  r ig h t tu rn  
la te r  a n d  I ’m  tw o  b lo c k s  f ro m  h o m e .

M y  M o d e l

I g e t th e  d ir e c tio n s , g o in g  to  U tic a , a  m a in lin e  u p  M o u n d  R o ad . 
M o u n d  o f  w h a t I d o n 't  h a v e  th e  fa in te s t ,  n o r  d o e s  a n y b o d y  e ls e . I t 's  

th e  b ig g e s t  n o  o n e  g iv e s  a  s h i t  m y s te ry  in  th is  s ta te . A ll  a n y o n e  r e a l ­

ly  w a n ts  to  k n o w  is  w h o 's  th e  jo k e r  th a t p a ir e d  B ig  B e a v e r  w ith  e x it 

6 9 .

D r iv in g  f ro m  w h e re  th e  w e a k  a re  k il le d  a n d  e a te n  D e tro i t  to  

G o m e rv ille .  S h o u ld n 't  b e  s l in g in g  n a m e s , b u t fu c k ' e m , th e  o n ly  

th in g  m is s in g  f ro m  U tic a  is  th e  c o w s  to  tip .

E v e n tu a l ly  (n o t m y  fa u l t  th a t  M o u n d  ro a d  is  a s s  b a c k w a rd s  d u ll)  I 

m a k e  it to  th e  F o x m o o r  a p a r tm e n ts .  T h is  is  w h a t h a p p e n s  w h e n  sh it 

k ic k e r s  g e t so m e  c o in , a  s p r a w lin g  la b y r in th  th a t m a k e s  y o u  fe e l lik e  
a ra t in  a m a z e , y o u  k n o w  th e  g o d d a m n  c h e e s e  is  s o m e w h e re . S o  

y o u  s tu m b le b u m  y o u r  w a y  a ro u n d  till y o u  e ith e r  f in d  it o r  g o  m a d  

try in g .

L o o k in g  fo r  n u m b e r  se v e n . T h e re 's  ten , d o u b le  b a c k , s ix , five. 

W h e re  th e  fu c k  d id  I p u t th o s e  d ir e c t io n s ?  R e tr ie v e , r e - re a d , so  I 'm  

th e  a s s h o le  fo r  n o t p a y in g  a tte n tio n . S e c o n d  d riv e w a y , th ird  p a rk in g



lo t  o n  th e  le f t, b u i ld in g  n u m b e r  se v e n , a p a r tm e n t  n u m b e r  104 .

H e a d in g  to w e rs  h e r  d o o r  a fa i lu re  n o tic e  a s te p . I 'm  g o in g  d o w n  to  

la te  to  r e g a in  th e  b a la n c e . H it t in g  g ro u n d  I 'm  lu c k y  I d o n 't  d ro p  a n y ­

th in g  o r  d ir ty  m y s e lf .  D ro p p e d  lik e  a  d ru n k e n  s tu m b le b u m , la s t 

th in g  I n e e d  is  p a ra n o id  te n a n ts  c a l l in g  d o w n  J o h n  L aw .

I k n o c k  a t h e r  d o o r, so o n  a s  sh e  a n s w e rs  I c a n  te ll ,  th e  la s t tw o  d a y s  

h a v e  k ic k e d  h e r  in  th e  g u t, th e  b i r d c a g e  w ill  d o  th a t . A  w o m a n 's  ja i l  

is  s t i l l  a  ja i l .  T h e re  y o u 're  n o b o d y , re d u c e d  to  a  n u m b e r , y o u 're  id e n ­

ti ty  is  c o n d e n s e d  to  a w r is tb a n d ,  lie  th e  o n e  sh e  s h o w s  m e . N o  o n e  

in  th a t  p la c e  w a n ts  to  h e a r  y o u r  s to ry  c a u s e  th e y  d o n 't  g iv e  a fu c k , 

th e y 'v e  h e a rd  it, s e e n  it, m o v e  a lo n g  b a b y .

S h e 's  t i re d , w ith o u t  m a k e u p  lo o k in g  lik e  a  1 5 -y e a r  o ld  g ir l ,  s tr ip p e d  
o f  g la m o u r . E v e n  so  I w o u ld n 't  e x p e c t h e r  to  p re t ty  u p  o n  m y  

a c c o u n t .  S ti l l  s h e  g iv e s  m e  th a t s m ile ;  sh e  s p a r k le s  a g a in .

I g iv e r  c o p ie s  o f  th e  b o o k s , h e r  p o r t r a i t  o n  e v e ry  b a c k  co v e r. W e 

h a v e  a s e a t  o n  h e r  c o u c h . I 'm  d r in k in g  ic e  w a te r , w e 'r e  s m o k in g . I 
try  to  d e s c r ib e  th e  sh o w , a t te m p t in g  to  m a k e  a d o rk  fe s tiv a l fe e l 

e x c it in g , o r  a t le a s t  in te re s t in g . I try  to  b e  in te r e s t in g  o r  a m  I ju s t  

r e m o te ?

W h ile  s h e 's  te l l in g  m e  a b o u t h e r  w e e k e n d , a  la s t  b la s t  o u t 'v e  s ta te  

b e fo r e  tu r n in g  o v e r  to  th e  m a n . T h e  T V  b la s ts  o n e  o f  th o s e  c o u p le s ' 
g a m e  sh o w s , r e a r in g  its  u g ly  fa c e , f i l l in g  th e  a ir  w ith  n o is e . Im a g in e  

th e  d a t in g  g a m e  k n o c k in g  u p  J e r ry  S p r in g e r . N o w  th e i r  u g ly  li tt le  

b a s ta rd s  ru n  f r e e  a ll o v e r  th e  a irw a v e s .

I s ta y  u n ti l  a lm o s t m id n ig h t .  N o t to o  lo n g , m y  h o s te s s  y e a rn s  s lu m ­

b e r. A t th e  d o o r  s h e  g iv e s  a h u g  th a t 's  lik e  a s ig n a tu re ,  it 's  fa re w e ll.

O n  m y  w a y  h o m e  p i ts to p  a t a 7 -1 1  to  b u y  a s ix e r. T h e  P la c e  is  to o  

b r ig h t ,  th e  f lu o re s c e n ts  a re  s c r e a m in g . I 'm  d ra w n  in to  th e  m e la n ­

c h o ly  th a t  w il l  la s t  in to  th e  n e x t d ay . A n o th e r  a n ti c l im a x , life  ju s t  

w il l  n o t g iv e  m e  th e  c o d a s  I d e s ire .

T h e  J o b

T ry in g  to  w r i te ,  m y  r e l ie f  d id n 't  sh o w , n o w  in s te a d  o f  g o in g  h o m e  a t



11 I h av e  to  s ta y  u n ti l  d o s i n g  w h ic h  m e a n s  I 'll b e  h e re  u n ti l  a ll m o s t 

tw o  in  th e  m o rn in g . I 'v e  k n o c k e d  o f f  fo r ty  h o u rs  in  fo u r  d a y s . N o  

F rid a y , n o  S a tu rd a y , a n d  n o w  S u n d a y  n ig h t is  s h o t , so  I 'm  t ry in g  to  

w rite .

W o rse , I 'm  t ry in g  to  w r ite ,  f ig h t in g  b o re d o m , h u n g e r , a c h in g  m u s ­

c le s , n o  n ic o t in e , s m o k e rs ' b lu e s ,  I 'v e  d is c o v e re d  la c k  o f  n ic o t in e  

c a u s e s  lo s s  o f  c o n c e n t r a t io n  f irs t ,  th e n  d e p re s s io n  a r r iv e s . B e in g  o f  

th e  k in d  th a t is  b lu e  th o u g h . T h in k in g  a b o u t a ll th e  s h i t I d o n 't  w a n t 

to  th in k  a b o u t. B il ls , p ile s  o f  th e m , n o  m o n e y  to  p a y  th e m , n o  

m o n e y , n o  g ir l,  n o  c o ld  b e e r  in  th e  fr id g e . W ritin g , w ith  n o  r e c o g n i­

t io n , w r it in g , y e a r s  in v e s te d , l i t t le  re tu rn , d o in g  ju s t  to  h o ld  o n  to  

sa n ity . T ry in g  to  w r ite  to  k e e p  m y  m in d  a c tiv e  w h ile  o n  th e  jo b . 

H e a r in g  th e  g e a r s  o f  th e  p ro je c to r  tu rn in g , th e  h u m  o f  th e  m o to r  a s  

th e  f i lm  ru n s  th ru . W a it in g  fo r  th is  g o d a w fu l m o v ie  to  e n d , an d  e n d  
w h ic h  is  n o w h e re  in  s ig h t, w h e n  it  d o e s  c o m e , I 'll g o  h o m e  to  n o th ­
in g , to  n o  o n e .

H e a d  th ro b b in g  u n d e r  th is  la m p , a rm  so re , s h o w in g  th e  r e s u l ts  o f  th e  

w e e k e n d . U p  a n d  d o w n  m y  f le s h  is  ta tto o e d  w ith  c u ts , n ic k s ,  s c a b s , 
a n d  b ru is e s .  T h e y  lo o k  lik e  ju n k ie  a rm s . T ire d  a rm s , t i re d  le g s ,



a c h in g  fe e t , g r e a s e  o n  m y  f in g e r t ip s  th a t w ill  ta k e  d a y s  to  w a s h  o u t. 

I 'v e  b e e n  d o in g  th is  k in d  o f  w o rk  to o  lo n g . B e in g  in  th is  ro o m , lo o k ­

in g  th ru  th is  w in d o w  d o w n  a t th e  p e o p le  s i t t in g  in  th e  s e a ts . O v e r  

a n d  o v e r, I th r e a d  th e  f i lm  th ru  p ro je c to r s ,  p re s s  a b u tto n  a c tiv a tin g  

th e  la m p , th e  m o to r  k ic k s  in  a n d  m a g ic  h a p p e n s . L ig h t s h in e s  d o w n  

p ro je c t in g  th e  a u d ie n c e 's  f a n ta s ie s  o n to  th e  s c re e n . M a c h in e s  c a n  b e  

flak ey , h o p e  n o th in g  h a p p e n s , g o d  fo rb id  th e  fa n ta s y  is  in te r ru p te d .

L o n g  a f te r  th e  c o u p le s  h a v e  le f t a rm  'n ' a rm , h a n d  'n ' h a n d  I w a lk  o u t 

in to  an  e m p ty  p a rk in g  lo t m y  lo n e  tru c k  w a it in g  fo r  m e . N ic o tin e  

d e p r iv a tio n  b r in g s  o n  a n  a n c ie n t  m e la n c h o ly , w a lk in g  h o m e  fro m  th e  
j u n io r  h ig h  d a n c e  b y  y o u rs e lf .  S a d n e s s  w ith  a la y e r  o f  d u s t , f in d in g  

it ly in g  in  th e  c o rn e r , w h e n  y o u  th o u g h  y o u 'd  th ro w n  it  aw ay . I d o n 't  
th in k  I w a n t  to  b e  a t th is  jo b  m u c h  lo n g e r .

P u n k  is  D e a d , It ju s t  d o e s n 't  h a v e  th e  g o o d  s e n s e  to  lie  d o w n

I re c e iv e d  th is  f a n z in e  in  th e  m a il th e  o th e r  d ay . P a c k a g in g  is  n o t 

b a d , n e w s p r in t  o n  th e  in s id e  c o v e re d  w ith  a g lo s s y  c a n d y  c o a te d  c o v ­
e r in g . I f  y o u 'v e  s p e n t  a n y  tim e  o rb i t in g  th e  sm a ll  p re s s  y o u 'v e  ru n  

in to  s o m e th in g  lik e  th is , f i l le d  w ith  a ll th e  u s u a l  sh it . In te rv ie w s  

w ith  b a n d s  y o u 'v e  n e v e r  h e a rd  o f , ad s  o f  th e i r  re c o rd s  y o u 'l l  n e v e r



buy . C o lu m n s  o n  o rg a n iz in g  z in e  fa irs , h e m p  le g a l iz a t io n , a n d  h o w  

G e o rg e  W . is  a  f a s c is t  p r ic k . L e t 's  n o t fo rg e t re v ie w s , re v ie w s , 

re v ie w s . S o u n d  fa m il ia r?  T h o u g h t  so .

I sh o u ld  m e n tio n , th is  a  p u n k  z in e ,  w h ic h  is  im p o r ta n t,  b e c a u s e  p u n k  

is  d e a d , J F K  d e a d . I c a n  e v e n  te ll y o u  th e  d a te  it  p a s s e d , J a n u a ry  15, 

1 9 7 8 . I f  y o u  d o n 't  a lr e a d y  k n o w  th a t w a s  th e  n ig h t o f  th e  S e x  P is to ls  

la s t  g ig  ever. O n  th e  s ta g e  o f  th e  W in te r la n d  a u d ito r iu m , J o h n n y  

R o tte n  a sk e d  th e  a t te n d in g  c ro w d , " E v e r  g e t th e  f e e l in g  y o u r  g e tt in g  

c h e a te d ? "  H e  th e n  e x ite d  th e  s ta g e  in to  th e  S a n  F ra n c is c o  n ig h t .  N o t 

a b a n g , b u t a  w im p e r .

M y  re a l iz a t io n  a b o u t p u n k  c a m e  a s  I w a s  f l ip p in g  th ru  th e  p a g e s  o f  

th e  a b o v e -m e n tio n e d  z in e . A s  it h a p p e n e d  J o e y  R a m o n e  h a d  ju s t  
p a s s e d  o n . N a tu ra l ly  th e re  w e re  a c o u p le  o f  tr ib u te  p ie c e s  to  o l' Jo e . 

W h ile  I d o n 't  w is h  to  c o m e  d o w n  o n  th e  a u th o r s  n o r  d o  I w is h  to  

m a k e  l ig h t o f  th e  e m o t io n s  a n d  m e m o r ie s  e x p re s s e d  I m y s e lf  c o u ld  
fe e l sa d  in  th a t e n d  o f  e ra  w a y  th e s e  fo lk s  w e re  e x p re s s in g . N o t th a t 

I d id n 't  e n jo y  R a m o n e s  tu n e s , I d id  an d  d o , b u t it  w a s  u n d e rc u t b y  

m y  r e m e m b ra n c e s  o f  th e  o n ly  t im e  I s a w  th e  R a m o n e s  p e r f o rm  liv e .

It w a s  so m e w h e re  in  th e  '9 0 's , I, m y  f r ie n d  M ik e , a n d  h is  g ir lf r ie n d  

d ro v e  to  d o w n to w n  D e tro i t .  T h e  sh o w  w a s  h e ld  a t th e  n e w ly  re s to re d  
S ta te  T h e a te r , w h ic h  re s id e s  r ig h t  n e x t d o o r  to  th e  w o r ld  f a m o u s  F o x . 

E x p e c ta t io n s  w e re  h ig h , th e  b a n d  w a s  a lr e a d y  le g e n d a ry  b o ls te re d  by  
th e  ta le s  m y  b ro th e r  a n d  h is  f r ie n d s  h a d  to ld  tim e  a n d  a g a in  a b o u t th e  

R a m o n e s  sh o w s  th e y  h a d  a tte n d e d . N o w  f in a lly  it w a s  m y  tu rn  to  see  

th e  o n e  an d  o n ly  R a m o n e s .

E x p e c ta t io n s  a re  o n e  th in g , th e  re a l i ty  is  s o m e th in g  e ls e . T h e ir  se t 

w a s  p o lis h e d , p ro fe s s io n a l,  p h o n e d  in , d e v o id  o f  an y  p a s s io n , s p o n ­

ta n e i ty  o r  b ite . In  p la in  E n g lis h , it s u c k e d . T h is  d id n 't  o c c u r  a fte r, 

b u t d u r in g  th e  c o n c e r t . T h e  o n ly  tw o  m e m o ra b le  th in g s  th a t h a p ­

p e n e d  h a d  n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  th e  m u s ic . F ir s t  so m e  d ic k h e a d  w a s  

sw in g in g  a ro u n d  h is  g ir l f r ie n d . H e  e n d e d  u p  g e t t in g  so  in to  it he 

n e a r ly  lo s t c o n tro l  a n d  to s s e d  h e r  in to  m e . T h e n  la te r  s o m e  d ru n k  
d e c id e d  it w o u ld  b e  a g o o d  id e a  to  h u g  m e .

A n  o f f  n ig h t fo r  th e  b a n d , p e rh a p s , b u t so  w h a t,  it  w a s  s t i l l  a  la m e  

sh o w . L e t 's  fa c e  it th e  R a m o n e s  sh o u ld 'v e  p a c k e d  it  in  w a y  b a c k  in



1 9 8 4 , l ig h te r  a f te r  th e y  r e le a s e d  th e  "T o o  T o u g h  T o  D ie "  a lb u m , 

w h ic h  w a s  a  s t r o n g  p ie c e  o f  w o rk . E x it in g  th e n  w ith  th e i r  h e a d s  h e ld  

h ig h , d ig n i ty  in ta c t .  B u t th e y  d id n 't ,  in s te a d  th e y  s lo g g e d  a lo n g  fo r  

m o re  th a n  te n  y e a rs ,  tu rn in g  in to  th e  p u n k  e q u iv a le n t o f  th e  R o ll in g  

S to n e s .

R e m e m b e r  th a t la s t  s ta te m e n t,  n e x t t im e  y o u r  s la m m in g  so m e  g e e z e r  

b a n d : w h a t 's  tru e  a b o u t o ld  fa r ts  w ill  o n e  d a y  b e  tru e  f o r  to d a y 's  

b a n d s . A l th o u g h  ro c k  g ro u p s  a s  a  ru le  d o n 't  k n o w  w h e n  to  h a n g  it 

u p , tr e n d s  u s u a l ly  e x p ir e  n a tu ra lly .

P u n k  d id n 't  b e g in  a s  a tr e n d . B o rn  o u t o f  r e p re s s io n , p o v e rty , an d  

ju s t  g e n e ra l  m is e ry  a  r e a l  s h o w  o f  s e l f - e x p re s s io n  o c c u r r e d . F o r  the  

f i rs t  t im e  p e o p le  w h o  h a d  s p e n t m o s t  o f  th e i r  liv e s  f e e l in g  m a rg in a l­
iz e d  f in a lly  h a d  a  c h a n c e  to  e x p re s s  th e m s e lv e s  a s  in d iv id u a ls .  I b e t 
th a t  f i r s t  tw e lv e  m o n th s  th e  P is to ls  w e re  to g e th e r  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  

s o m e th in g  to  b e  in v o lv e d  w ith .

V e ry  q u ic k ly  th o u g h  p u n k  b e c a m e  f a s h io n a b le , th e n  it tu rn e d  in to  a 

u n ifo rm , m a in s t r e a m e d  b y  th e  v e ry  p e o p le  it w a s  su p p o s e d  to  l ib e r ­

a te . A n d , y e a h , th e  " s tra ig h t"  m e d ia  m a d e  its  c o n tr ib u t io n , b u t i t  w a s  

th e  p u n k s  th e m s e lv e s  w h o  d id  th e  re a l d ir ty  w o rk .

T h e  p u n k  lo o k  b e c a m e  ru b b e r  s ta m p e d , th e  c o lo r  b la c k , le a th e r  j a c k ­

e ts , m o h a w k s , a n d  a ll  th e  g o th - d e a th  b u lls h i t .  R e b e ll io n  a s s e m b ly  

l in e  s ty le , i t 's  th e  s a m e  ti re d  lo o k  th a t  s u rv iv e s  to  th is  day .

B y  th e  la te  7 0 's  h ip p ie s  h a d  b e c o m e  a jo k e ,  n o  o n e  w a s  b u y in g  in to  

th e i r  o u tm o d e d  p e a c e  a n d  lo v e  tr ip  a n y m o re , b u t a t le a s t  m a n y  o f  

th e m  h a d  s o m e  s o r t  o f  p h ilo s o p h y . W h a t d id  p u n k  b r in g  to  th e  ta b le  

e x c e p t n ih i l i s m ?  S o  i f  h ip p ie s  c o u ld  b e c o m e  o u td a te d  w h a t m a k e s  

p u n k s  im m u n e  f ro m  th e  s a m e  fa te ?  T h e y 'r e  n o t, ju s t  a s  th e re 's  no  

m o re  h ip p ie s ,  n o  m o re  b e a tn ik s ,  n o  m o re  p u n k s . Y ou  d o n 't  p e o p le  

w a lk in g  a ro u n d  d re s s e d  lik e  2 0 's  f la p p e rs  d o  y o u ?  A c tu a lly , I w o u ld ­

n 't  b e  s u rp r is e d  i f  s o m e  a s s h o le s  re v iv e d  th a t lo o k . B u t it 'd  b e  a  c o s ­

tu m e , th e y  c o u ld  n e v e r  b e  th e  re a l th in g , y o u  c a n 't  liv e  o u t a  tim e , 
y o u  m u s t b e  c u r r e n t.

A n d  p le a s e  d o n 't  b r in g  u p  '8 0 's  h a rd c o re ,  th a t 's  j u s t a  g ra n d  e x a m p le  

o f  s h o w in g  u p  a t th e  d o c k  a f te r  th e  s h ip 's  le f t . B a c k  th e n  w e  liv e d



u n d e r  a c lo u d  o f  n u c le a r  p a ra n o ia , n o t s e e n  s in c e  th e  '5 0 's , p e o p le  

w e re  c o n v in c e d  th a t R e a g a n  w a s  g o in g  to  p re s s  th e  b ig  re d  b u tto n  

a n d  s ta r t W o rld  W a r  II I . A ll  th e  p u n k  b a n d s  s a n g  a b o u t th e  s a m e  sh it, 

re p u b l ic a n s , th e  r e l ig io u s  r ig h t, s a v e  th e  w h a le s ,  sa v e  th e  p la n e t , an d  

b la h , b la h , b la h . C u t to  th e  y e a r  2 0 0 1 , th e  o n ly  th in g  th a t 's  c h a n g e d  

is  th e  p u p p e t in  th e  w h ite  h o u s e . B e s id e s , I r e m e m b e r  th a t e ra , m o s t 
o f  th o s e  b a n d s  s u c k e d .

I 'm  in  m y  e a r ly  th ir t ie s ,  a d m it te d ly  t im e  h a s  m a d e  m e  g ro w  a b it  p e r ­

v e rs e . T o  m e  th e re 's  a g re a t  d e a l o f  a m u s e m e n t in  w a tc h in g  p e o p le  

e n g a g e  in  fu t i le  a c tiv it ie s . F o r  e x a m p le , so m e  g u y  (o r  g a l) , b o d y  

c o v e re d  in  ta t to o s  d re s s e d  in  th r if t  s to re  ra g s , h o m e  h a ir  c u t o n  to p  

o f  th e i r  h e a d s , s p e w in g  u n in te l l ig ib le  ly r ic s  in to  a  m ic ro p h o n e . A ll 

th e  w h ile  b e in g  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  "m u s ic "  m a d e  b y  p e o p le  w h o  
sh o u ld 'v e  n e v e r  p ic k e d  u p  a n  in s tru m e n t.  W h o  a re  th e y  p la y in g  to ?  

M o s tly  d ru n k  m a le s  s m a s h in g  e a c h  o th e r 's  s k u lls  in to  a p u lp  w h ile  

b o u n c in g  a ro u n d  th e  m o s h  p it .  A n y o n e  n o t b u s y  k n o c k in g  th e  sh it  
o u t 'v e  th e m s e lv e s  is  p ro b a b ly  c ru is in g  fo r  p u s s y , b u t th e y 'r e  to o  

d ru n k . T h e n  th e re 's  th e  s t r a ig h t  e d g e  ty p e s , d o m in o s  w a it in g  to  b e  
to p p le d . N o w  th a t 's  w h a t  I c a ll  fu n n y .



P u n k  h a s  a c c o m p lis h e d  n o th in g , l ik e  th e  h ip p ie s  b e fo r e  th e m . T h a t 's  

th e  u g ly  tru th . T h e  p o w e r fu l  h a v e  c o o p te d  y o u r  a n a rc h y  a n d  n o w  u se  

it a g a in s t  y o u . B ig  b r o th e r  is n 't  c o m in g , m o s t l ik e ly  h e 's  a lr e a d y  

h e re , h a s  b e e n  w a y  b e fo r e  p u n k s  e v e r  sh o w e d  u p . I f  th e  ju g g e r n a u t  

r e a l ly  s ta r ts  to  ro l l  b e lie v e  m e , th e  p u n k s  w ill  b e  th e  f i rs t to  g e t f la t ­

te n e d . H ip p ie s  c o u ld n 't  s a v e  th e  w o r ld , p u n k s  s u re  a s  s h i t  w o n 't .  

W h o  e v e r  s a id  th e  w o r ld  n e e d s  y o u r  h e lp  a n y w a y ?  T h e  v e ry  fa c t y o u  

c a ll  y o u r s e l f  a  p u n k  m e a n s  y o u  a re n 't  o n e  b e c a u s e  y o u  a c c e p t c a te ­

g o r ie s . I t w a s  s u p p o s e d  to  b e  a b o u t in d iv id u a l i ty , b e in g  a s e l f - c o n ­
ta in e d  id e n tity . B u t it w a s  g iv e n  a la b e l ,  o n e  y o u  e a g e r ly  g ra b b e d  

a n d  s la p p e d  o n  y o u r  fo r e h e a d .

T h e  re a s o n  I ta lk  th is  sh it  is  b e c a u s e  I 'v e  liv e d  it. In  h ig h  s c h o o l I 

a c te d  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  p u n k , b u t I w a s n 't  o n e  re a lly . T ru th  is  I w a s  ju s t  
a n o th e r  te e n a g e  a s s h o le  p la y in g  d re s s  up . T h a t 's  r ig h t, k in d a  lik e  
y o u , f lo a t in g  a ro u n d  th e  s e l f -p u b l is h in g  s c e n e  th e s e  la s t fe w  y e a rs  

h a s  b ro u g h t  a  re v e la tio n . T h e  u n d e rg ro u n d  s c e n e  h a s  g o t te n  in c r e a s ­
in g ly  e li t i s t  a n d  c l ic k is h . Y o u 'll n e v e r  s e e  m o re  s e l f - r ig h te o u s  a r r o ­

g a n c e  th a n  a t a n  u n d e rg r o u n d  p u b li s h in g  sh o w . I t u s e d  to  b o th e r  m e , 
n o t a n y m o re . I d o  th is  fo r  o n e  re a s o n , s e l f -g r a t i f ic a t io n  a n d  I c a n 't  

w a it  to  q u o te  u n q u o te  s e l l  o u t. B e c a u s e  now , I 'm  in  o n  th e  jo k e .  I 

u s e d  to  b e  p a r t  o f  a  c ro w d , o n e  o f  m a n y . B u t th e s e  d a y s  I 'm  ju s t  m e , 
a n d  I 'd  r a th e r  b e  m e  th a n  a  p u n k .



U N T I T L E D

It's  a  9 0 -d e g re e  D e tro i t  S a tu rd a y  n ig h t . E v e ry o n e  m o v e s  in  th ic k  air, 

th e  b a c k  o f  y o u r  sh ir t  is  s o a k e d  b y  th e  t im e  y o u 'v e  re a c h e d  a  c ity  

b lo c k . E a r l ie r  in  th e  d a y  fa m il ie s  c lu s te re d  in  f ro n t o f  th e  s o f t  s e rv e  
s ta n d  g la d ly  h a n d in g  o v e r  d o l la r s  fo r  an y  k in d  o f  s w e e t ta s t in g  re lie f . 

B u t n o w  it 's  'ro u n d  m id n ig h t  a n d  th a t a ir  is  g iv in g  o f f  s p a rk s .

T h e re s a 's  p la c e  is  b o o m in ' l ik e  th e  h ip -h o p  e c h o in g  o u t 'v e  th e  y o u n g  

m e n 's  r id e s  th a t la z i ly  c ru is e  u p  a n d  d o w n  n e ig h b o rh o o d  s tre e ts . 

E v e ry  a v a ila b le  p a rk in g  sp o t a lo n g  M c N ic h o ls  h a s  b e e n  c la im e d  lik e  
p r im e  re a l  e s ta te , th e  p a r ty  h a s  n o w  s p i l le d  o v e r  in to  th e  p a rk  lo t o f  

a  p a r ty  s to re . A  s e r ie s  o f  2 5  w a tt  b u lb s  ro ta te  c o n tin u o u s ly  f r a m in g  

th e  s to re 's  s ig n  in  s q u a re  h a lo . B lu e  a w n in g  g iv e s  th e  p la c e 's  h it  lis t: 

B e e r, w in e , liq u o r , lo t to  ( a ls o  k n o w n  a s  th e  p o o r  m a n 's  ta x ) , m o n e y  
o rd e r s  a n d  c h e c k  c a s h in g . T h a t  la s t b it  b e in g  m o s t im p o r ta n t  a s  y o u  

n e v e r  k n o w  w h e n  y o u 'l l  b e  s t ra p p e d  w ith  an  u n c a s h e d  p a y c h e c k  a t a 

q u a r te r  to  o n e , v e ry  m u c h  in  n e e d  o f  so m e  p a p e r  to  d ro w n  th e m  h a te  

th e  jo b  b lu e s .

In  th a t lo t a re  a  fe w  e m p ty  b e e r  c a n s  li t te re d  h e re  'n ' th e re , s t ra y  d e a d  

s o ld ie r s  w h o 'l l  e v e n tu a lly  b e  s n a tc h e d  u p  to  h a v e  th e i r  d im e  b o u n ty  

c la im e d . H o m e b o y s  p a s s  b lu n ts , ta k e  s ip s  f ro m  p la s t ic  c u p s , ta lk



tr a sh , ju s t  g e n e ra l ly  f e e l in g  g o o d . T h e ir  g ir l ie s  b u z z  a b o u t, s c a t te r  

c h a tte r , g iv in g  a p la y  b y  p la y  o f  th e  c o m in g s  a n d  g o in g s . C u s to m e rs  

e x it w ith  th e i r  p in ts ,  p a c k s  o f  K o o ls , o r  lik e  m e  a p a ir  o f  fo r t ie s , c o ld  

c o m fo r t  in  a  b ro w n  p a p e r  b a g .

I f  y o u  h a p p e n  to  b e  tr a v e lin g  b y  c a r  th a n  e x i t in g  th is  lo t ta k e s  sk ill  

a c q u ir e d  o n ly  th ru  e x p e r ie n c e , c a u s e  th e r e 's  m o re  th a n  s te e l o n  

w h e e ls  to  a v o id ; f le s h  a n d  b lo o d  m ills  a b o u t, y o u  d o n 't  w a n t to  b e  th e  

o n e  to  ru in  a n y o n e 's  g o o d  tim e .

'R o u n d  tw o  a .m .,  g iv e  o r  ta k e  th e  s tre e ts  c h o k e d  as  th e  c lu b  s ta r ts  to  

e m p ty . T h ru  s id e  s t r e e ts  a n d  a lle y s  th e  s h in y  C h e ro k e e s  a n d  L e x u s e s  

w ill  z ig  'n ' z a g  lo o k in g  fo r  th a t  e d g e , th o s e  e x tra  s e c o n d s  th a t 'l l  a llo w  

fo lk s  to  b e a t  th e  c o n g e s t io n . A ll  e i th e r  h o m e  fo r  a q u ic k  n ig h t c a p  

fo l lo w e d  b y  a s w e a t- d re n c h e d  s c r e w in g  o r  to  th e  c o rn e r  B u rg e r  K in g  
w h o s e  d r iv e  th ru  is  a lr e a d y  a  h a l f  d o z e n  c a rs  d e e p , th a t b u rg e r  an d  

f r ie s  p e r fu m e  c a n  b e  s m e lle d  a  b lo c k  aw ay . A f te r  h o u rs  ty p e s  h av e  

th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  a 2 4 -7  W h ite  C a s tle .

C o m e  S u n d a y  m o rn in g , th e  G re a te r  G ra c e  T e m p le  w ill  b e  ro c k in g  to  

th e  ra f te rs , h a l le lu ja h s  li f te d  o n  h ig h  to  h e a v e n , fo rg iv e n e s s  p ra y e r s  

fo r  s in s , re a l o r  im a g in e d .






