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Easing the pickup into gear I slowly retraced my orig-
inal route along the track on the west side of the grounds
to the warehouse portion beyond the south end of the track.

On the way I stopped every few hundred feet to survey the
type and number of buildings and their locations in an effort
to determine the pattern of construction for the center.

Each time I paused and the hum of the engine reduced
to a soft murmer I was surprised by the quiet of my surround-
ings. Here in the midst of countless buildings without other
human beings in sight, the stark and barren unoccupied struc-
tures seemed to be waiting for something. I guess it was peo=
ple. Every building I could see was one story high with the
lone exception of the guard towers at each corner of this
internment city. The entire area was like a framework of wood-
en bones without breath or heartbeat. The aroma of fresh cut
lumber seemed strange in the dry desert air. The only sounds
I heard were distant ones. A far off train, the thump of a
hammer from some remote part of the center or the strumming
rythm of planes beyond view. This was the dry wooden skeleton
of a yet to be born city. Nothing had been painted, everything
had been left unfinished or uncovered with the exception of
black roofing paper on the roofs and exterior walls of each
building. The predominate color scheme was black and unfinish-
ed wood. After a few stops and observations the pattern of
residence blocks became clear.

They seemed to consist of 20 resident barrack buildings.
Ten on both sides of a central avenue with Mess, Toilet and
Bath buildings down the center of the avenue. The residence
barracks buildings were built at right angles to the central
avenue with about 20 feet between them and there were six of
the community service buildings on each of the central avenues.

I wanted to examine the interiors of some of the buildings
but decided I wanted to first find out how far the fence en-
circuled Assembly Center extended to the south.

I continnued south to the warehouse section at the south
turn of the race track, thempast the warehousesand discovered
more blocks of housing. A drive around and through this part
of the center revealed four more housing blocks which, if my
observations had been correct, made a total of ten housing sec-
tions available for the living accomodations of Japanese evac-

uees at Fresno Assembly Center



