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[_ife in the assembly ccenters or relocation  areas is
what we make it. To me, this one sentence deserves a
second reading. Just how does it affect us?

When we entered these Centers, we were forced to
leave our homes, our businesses, our friends---all that
had been dear to us in the years gone by. Those were
big sacrifices for anyone to make, 1let alope a whole
race living on the Pacific Coast. American aitizens of
Japanese ancestry, with their perents, "aliens" through
the misfortunes of war, willingly co-operated with the
authorities because of military necessgty. The right
or wrong of this mass evacuation is not for us to de-
cide. Other individuals and groups are doing their
part in . the war efrfort; tryine  @o 3% 18, thie is ‘ouy
part. Yes, those were big sacrifices--gacrifices .mwhich -
I hope no other group or race will ever know again,

If we can make such sacrifices as these, surely 90y
that we are asked to make, or make willingly, within
these centers is small indeed. No longer are the in-
dividual gains, self-satisfying eggs, and the "all for
me" attitudes prevalent now. If there are, let's for-
get them now and work for a common cause and communi-
ty. This 1life affords us a chance to do the many things
we never had time to do before., It shows us how im-
portant is the term--doing the most zood for the great-
est majority.

Now we live 1in groups of thousands, where a co-oper-.
ative spirit among the residents of the center is most
necessary. Any single sacrifice we are asked to make
benefits 8o many, that in reality, 1t is not'a saeri-
fice at all~-but just a good turn for the neighbors.

We who have grown up with the ouiside world must
bide our time and take matters in stride, but our child-

- ren who have been suddenly cut off from the war ld and
thrown together in this "foreign atmosphere® cserve
any sacrifices we can make, so that after the duration,
life can be made easisr and more comfortable for them.
Let's teach them that even in a life such as this, our
hearts do not despair, that, althouch we left behind

SR O SO many material things, we did not leave our couragd4, our

e T e 5 fortitude, and our ability to do thc best with the least.

G : It is what we make our life in here that will pave

the way for us in a post-war world. We must meet the
crises - to come also with chins up and hearts.- filled
with those indominatable characteristics, for the era
to come when peace shall reign once more will be the
stiffest test of our people. . #
CHIN UP! CHEERIOl CARRY ON&

~-~-gam Nakano
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