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I. Call to Order
The regular monthly meeting of the Ventura County 
Commission for Women was called to order at 9:15 a.m. 
by Co-Chair Jean Bush.

II. Commissioners Present: Commissioners Absent :
Jean Bush  Tila Estrada 
Raymond Clayton Brook Hubbell (Excused)
Ginny Connell Candace Matson(Excused
Dot Engel Alicia Ramirez-Brewer
Lillian Goldman (Excused)
Arleen Rosenfield Mary Silverman(Excused)
Sandy Ryder 
Martha White

Guests: B. Ostergren, Margaret True, Pleasant Valley 
Hospital Auxiliary; Bonnie Warrington, Lee Anderson, 
Margarita Corral, Diane Koranda, Friends of the 
Commission; Laurie Freeman, OPAL; James Demaegt,
Ludi Moncada, Rosa Ramirez; Fritz Conle, UFCW Local 78-A; 
Judi Christensen, State Board, Women's Commission on 
Alcoholism, & Rainbow House.

III. The Minutes of Jan. 25, 1986 were accepted as corrected: 
p.4, VIII.B. Reception for Friends, Feb. 23, 1986.

IV. Financial Report - Commissioner White
As of Jan. 31, 61% of the fiscal year had elapsed with 
29% of level 1 funds expended (salaries, benefits) and 
27% of level 2 funds expended (services, supplies) for 
an organization total of 28% expended.

Commissioners Bush and Engel discussed the budget 
process, commission budget unit workload indicators 
and separate requests for project funding which 
will be considered by the Supervisors during the 
budget hearings later in the year. A request for 
transfer of funds within the Commission's budget 
to purchase computer equipment has been made.

V . Executive Secretary's Reoort - Correspondence - Staff



A c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  r e p o r t  w a s  d i s t r i b u t e d  w i t h  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
a  memo f r o m  I r m a  M e j i a ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t ,  PSSA A d u l t  
& F a m i l y  S e r v i c e s ,  r e :  a l l o c a t i o n  f r o m  C o u n t y  G e n e r a l  F u n d  f o r  
c h i l d  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  e m p lo y m e n t  a n d  t r a i n i n g  
s e r v i c e s .  C o m m is s io n  C o - C h a i r s  B u s h  a n d  E n g e l  w i l l  a t t e n d  a  
m e e t i n g  o n  3 / 5  w i t h  M s. M e j i a .

T h e  c o m p l e t e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  r e p o r t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  C o m m is s io n  
o f f i c e .

V I .  S t a f f  R e p o r t  -  M a r t h a  B a s k e r v i l l e

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  w e r e  m a d e :
. T h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  h a s  a p p r o v e d  t h e  h i r i n g  o f  a n  ' 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A id e  ( P a r t - T i m e )  f o r  t h e  C o m m is s io n .  F i n a l  
f i l i n g  d a t e  w a s  2 / 2 1 / 8 6 .

. T h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o m m is s io n s  f o r  Women (NACW)
R e g i o n  IX  C o n f e r e n c e  i s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  A p r i l  1 2 - 1 4  i n  S a c r a m e n t o  
T h e  C o m m is s io n  v o t e d  t o  s e n d  tw o  d e l e g a t e s  i f  t h e  b u d g e t  a l l o w s

. S e n .  W i l l i a m  C a m p b e l l ' s  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  Women w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  
o n  A p r i l  1 4  & 15  a t  t h e  A n a h e im  H i l t o n  & T o w e r s .  C o n f e r e n c e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  d i s t r i b u t e d .

. B r o c h u r e s  o n  E m p l o y e r - A s s i s t e d  C h i l d  c a r e  h a v e  b e e n  o f f e r e d  
t o  VCEDA f o r  t h e i r  B u s i n e s s  O u t l o o k  C o n f e r e n c e ,  M a rc h  1 3 ,  
W e s t l a k e  P l a z a .

V I I .  C o m m it te e  R e p o r t s

A . C o m m u n ic a t i o n s  -  C o m m i s s i o n e r  R y d e r
M s. R y d e r  i s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  f o r m a t t i n g  a  c o m p u t e r  p r o g r a m  
f o r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n 's  n e w s l e t t e r .  S i n c e  i t  i s  n o t  y e t  f i n i s h e d  
a  " n e w s  b u l l e t i n "  r e :  W o m e n 's  H i s t o r y  W eek a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  
b e  p r i n t e d .

W hen t h e  c o m p u t e r  p r o g r a m  i s  r e a d y ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n 's  r e g u l a r  
m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  t h e  d e a d l i n e  f o r  s u b m i t t i n g  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  m o n t h 's  n e w s l e t t e r  m a i l i n g .

B . W o m e n 's  H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t  -  C o m m i s s i o n e r  C o n n e l l

M s. C o n n e l l  a n n o u n c e d  a  W o m e n 's  H i s t o r y  W eek l u n c h e o n  t o  
t a k e  p l a c e  o n  M a rc h  6 ,  a t  12 n o o n ,  C o u n t y  S a v i n g s  B a n k ,
3 0 0  A r n e i l l  R d . ,  C a m a r i l l o .  S p e a k e r :  J o  E l l e n  H e i l ,  M .A . i n  
h i s t o r y  w i t h  a  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  Women i n  H i s t o r y .  T h e  
p r o g r a m  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a  t r i b u t e  i n  m em o ry  o f  E r i c a  N e v i l l e ,  
o n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  a n d  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  w o m e n 's  
h i s t o r y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  V e n t u r a  C o u n t y .

T h e  C o u n ty  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s  A g e n c y  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  a  w o m e n 's  
h i s t o r y  b i b l i o g r a p h y  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  e a c h  b r a n c h  
l i b r a r y .
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(W o m e n 's  H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t ,  c o n t ' d . )

M a r l e n e  A l e x a n d e r ,  T h o u s a n d  O a k s ,  h a s  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  u p d a t e  
t h e  C o m m u n ity  R e s o u r c e  Women l i s t  f o r  t h e  C o n e j o  V a l l e y  a n d  
t o  p r o m o t e  i t s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d  u s e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m .
H e r  p r o j e c t  c a n  s e r v e  a s  a  m o d e l  f o r  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  f o r  
c o m in g  y e a r s .

T h e  C o m m is s io n  a p p r o v e d  S t a f f ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a  W o m e n 's  
H i s t o r y  P r o g r a m  a t  P t . M ugu o n  3 / 5  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  W o m e n 's  
H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t .

M s. C o n n e l l  r e m i n d e d  e v e r y o n e  o f  w o m e n 's  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  m a k i n g ,  
t h e  M a rc h  f o r  W o m e n 's  L i v e s ,  S u n d a y ,  M a rc h  1 6 ,  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s .

C . C h i l d  C a r e  -  C o m m i s s i o n e r  E n g e l

T h e  U n i t e d  Way B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  h a s  n o t  y e t  v o t e d  o n  t h e  
C h i l d  C a r e  T a s k  F o r c e  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

B o n n ie  W a r r i n g t o n ,  C o m m is s io n  o n  H um an C o n c e r n s ,  now  h a s  t h e  j o b  
f o r  CHC C h i l d r e n ' s  S e r v i c e s .  H e r  g o a l  i s  t o  l i n k  t h e  CHC w i t h  
t h e  C o m m is s io n  f o r  Women a n d  w i t h  U n i t e d  W ay.

V e n t u r a  U n i f i e d  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  h a s  a p p r o v e d  u s e  o f  s c h o o l  s i t e  
s p a c e  f o r  so m e  c h i l d  c a r e  p r o g r a m s .  T h r e e  s c h o o l  s i t e s  h a v e  b e e n  
i d e n t i f i e d .  YMCA w i l l  b e  t h e  p r o v i d e r .

C a m p f i r e  G i r l s  i n  P o r t  H u e n e m e  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  d a y  c a r e  f u n d i n g  
f r o m  S e n .  R o b e r t i ' s  b i l l .

D . L e g i s l a t i o n  -  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  C o n n e l l  & R o s e n f i e l d

M s. C o n n e l l  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h e  W o m e n 's  H i s t o r y  W eek  R e s o l u t i o n  
h a s  p a s s e d  t h e  S t a t e  A s s e m b l y .  Women s e n a t o r s  w i l l  p r e s i d e  o v e r  
t h e  S t a t e  S e n a t e  d u r i n g  W o m e n 's  H i s t o r y  W e e k , M a rc h  2 - 8 .
M s. R o s e n f i e l d  d i s c u s s e d  S B 1 7 5 0  r e :  f a m i l y  l a w  a n d  d i v i s i o n  o f  
p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  S B 1 7 5 1  r e :  m a n d a t o r y  d e d u c t i o n s  f r o m  p a y  c h e c k s  
o f  a b s e n t  p a r e n t  f o r  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  i f  d e l i n q u e n t .

M /S /P  R o s e n f i e l d ,  C l a y t o n :  t o  s e n d  a  l e t t e r  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  
SB 1 7 5 0  a n d  S B 1 7 5 1  a s  p r e s e n t l y  w o r d e d  t o  S e n .  G a r y  H a r t .  
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  R o s e n f i e l d  a n d  B u s h  w i l l  w r i t e  t h e  l e t t e r  w h i c h  
w i l l  i n c l u d e  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  c o n c e r n s  r e :  w o m e n 's  f i n a n c i a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  d i v i s i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  s e t t l e m e n t s .

V I I I .  F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  C o m m is s io n   L e e  A n d e r s o n ,  P r e s i d e n t

F r i e n d s  a p p r o v e d  C o m m i s s i o n 's  r e q u e s t s  o f  $ 5 5 .5 7  t o  C o m m i s s i o n e r  
M a ts o n  a n d  C o m m is s io n  S t a f f  M a r t h a  B a s k e r v i l l e  f o r  e x p e n s e s .
M s. A n d e r s o n  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  A w a rd s  B a n q u e t  M .C . 
b e  s e n t  t o  M a r g a r i t a  C o r r a l ,  O x n a r d  C o l l e g e .  A r e v i s e d  t i m e l i n e  
f o r  t h e  a w a r d s  a n d  b a n q u e t  w a s  s u g g e s t e d  a n d  c o p i e s  w e r e  d i s t r i ­
b u t e d  .
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IX. Unfinished Business

A. Five Year Plan

1.Housing Task Force - Commissioner Connell
The housing Task Force will meet regularly on the
2nd Wednesday of each month, 7 p.m., 2220 Ventura Blvd.,
Camarillo. The next meeting is March 12.

The ad hoc committee on housing is disbanded. The 
referendum that would have ended affordable housing in 
Thousand Oaks failed to get on the ballot.

2. Needs of Divorced Women - Commissioner Rosenfield 
The meeting of Feb. 19 will be rescheduled and notices 
will be sent. This task force will compile information

and suggestions to be presented to the DA's office to 
improve services in child support enforcement.

3.Education Task Force - Commissioner Connell for 
Commissioner Matson
A speakers' bureau is being organized. Commissioners 
are asked to inform Ms. Matson of presentations they 
can give.

A list of proposed topics for public workshops was 
distributed, with a request for priority rankings.

Information on the original Breakthrough project has 
been received. Breakthrough provided low-cost workshops 
and support for women in high-stress situations. A 
meeting of the task force members to discuss the original 
project material and possibilities is scheduled for 
March 17, 7 p.m., 2220 Ventura Blvd., Camarillo.

Commissioners Rosenfield and Ryder are collecting information 
needed to provide public services announcements on KTIE-TV.

B. Request for Hearing re: Saticoy Lemon Association

After discussion, the Commission decided to sponsor a 
public forum on the general status of women in agriculture 
in Ventura County. The scope will be inclusive and will 
include a fact-finding process, of which the forum will be 
one part. Co-sponsors of the forum will be sought.

The Education Task Force will head up the efforts and will 
present a plan at the March Commission meeting.

X. Presentation by Judi Christensen, a member of the Board of the 
California Women's Commission on Alcoholism, Rainbow House and 
a County Alcohol Services Program Specialist.

Ms. Christensen discussed an independent group formed to provide 
support for mothers of children who are victims of incest or 
other molestation. After providing information on some of the
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ways in which the Child Protective Services system can work, 
and the typical procedure followed after a molestation report 
has been made, Ms. Christensen listed the following as 
Needs of Mothers of Children who have been molested:

1. A system that considers the humanity and needs of the 
mothers and victim's siblings.

2. A pool of advocates.
3. That they be advised of their legal rights before the 

court processes begin.
4. Immediate financial assistance.
5. Emergency shelter.
6. An end to case continuances and delays.
7. Child care.
8. A list of people who can help without being required to report.
9. That they be informed of the welfare of the child who is in 

temporary foster care.
10. Public awareness of the impact on families and children;

that school officials and others be educated not just in how 
to turn in reports of molestation but also in how to support 
the victims.

Ms. Christensen suggested that legislators can be educated to 
write in modifications in procedures, that therapists can insist 
on a contract that does not require revelation of session content. 
She requested an evaluation of the way the process is working.

Commissioners Bush and Goldman will request a discussion meeting 
with Children's Protective Services.

XI. Announcements

Commissioner Mary Silverman is planning to move from the area.
Her leaving will create a vacancy in District I (Supervisor Lacey) 
Vacancies also exist in Districts 2 (Supervisor Jones) and 5 
(Supervisor Flynn). Because so much of the Commission's Five 
Year Plan is concerned with providing public information in 
various forms, additional expertise in communications/public 
relations is needed.

XII. The meeting adjourned at 12:25 p.m. The next regular monthly
meeting is Saturday, March 15, 1986, at 9 a.m., 2220 Ventura Blvd. 
Camarillo.
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Martha Baskerville 
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