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reached GHQ at 5:00 p.m., 18 February. On 19 February it was decided at
a GHQ staff conference not to concur in General DeWitt’s recommenda-
tions, and instead to recommend to General Clark that only enemy alien
leaders be arrested and interned. General Clark, being aware of develop-
ments in the War Department, must have realized the futility of a GHQ
nonconcurrence.’® On 20 February GHQ sent General DeWitt's memoranda
to the War Department through normal channels, with an indorsement that
they were being “transmitted in view of the proposed action already decided
upon by the War Department.” ® They finally reached the Provost Marshal
General’s office “for remark and recommendation” on 24 February, the day
after General DeWitt received new instructions from the War Department
that differed in many particulars from the recommendations he had sub-
mitted.®

In the meantime, on 13 February, the Pacific coast Congressional sub-
committee on aliens and sabotage had adopted the following recommenda-

tions: .
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We _re immedia i of

Ve recommend the immediate evacuationof all persons of Japanese lineage and
all others, alie; ns ahke who! resence shall b med dangerous ot
inimica f th i . B

In defining said strategic areas we r at such r
installations, war industries, water and 1

transportation and other essential faciliti well as adequate

thereto.

We further recommend that til
they shall encompass the entire strategic area of the states of Cahforma, Oregon and

Woashington, and Territory of Alaska,

These recommendations were forwarded to President Roosevelt with a
v - 1 .

covering letter of the same date signed on behalf of the entire west coast

Congressional tion,> On 16 February the President sent the letter

and its inclosed recommendations to Secretary Stimson, with a memorandum

5 Both the original and carbon of General DeWitt's recommendations in AG or4.311
(1-13-41), sec. 10, are stamped to indicate receipt in GHQ on the date and at the hour indi-
cated. As Colonel Bendetsen said on 19 February, the DeWitt recommendations “‘must have hit the
wrong air line.” Tel Conv, Col Bendetsen with Col Donald A. Stroh, 19 Feb 42, PMG 384.4
WDC. The GHQ action is recorded in GHQ 337 Staff Confs, binder 2, entry of 19 Feb 42; and in
Memo, G-5 Sec GHQ for Gen Clark, 19 Feb 42, GHQ file, WDC: Enemy Aliens.

0 15t Ind, GHQ for TAG, 20 Feb 42, on Memo, CG WDC for CG FF, 14 Feb 42, GHQ
file, WDC: Enemy Aliens.

61 2d Ind, TAG for PMG, 22 Feb 42, on Memo, CG WDC for CG FF, 14 Feb 42, PMG
o14.311 WDC. Stamped RECEIVED IN PMG, 11:00 A.M. 24 Feb 42.

62 Recommendations inclosed in Ltr, Senator Holman, Senator Wallgren, Representatives Lea,
et al., to President Roosevelt, 13 Feb 42, AG o14.311 (2-16-42).



