About Tonight’s Speaker

[image: image1.jpg]



Ed Finegan is professor of linguistics and law and director of the Center for Excellence in Teaching at the University of Southern California.  He holds a Ph.D. from Ohio University and completed post-doctoral studies as a Liberal Arts Fellow at Harvard Law School. His scholarly interests include forensic linguistics, the discourses of law, corpus linguistics, and English usage and its treatment in dictionaries. Among his publications are Attitudes toward English Usage: The History of a War of Words (Teachers College Press); Sociolinguistic Perspectives on Register (co-edited with D. Biber, Oxford University Press); and Language in the USA (co-edited with J. R. Rickford, Cambridge University Press). He has contributed chapters on grammar and usage to Cambridge History of the English Language and on English to The World’s Major Languages (Routledge) and Cambridge University Press’ A History of the English Language, as well as one on the discourses of law to The Routledge Handbook of Discourse Analysis. The seventh edition of his Language: Its Structure and Use is due out in 2013. He has served on the editorial boards of American Speech, Corpora, Discourse Analysis, and English Language and Linguistics and serves as the Dictionary Society of North America’s delegate to the American Council of Learned Societies. He is editor-designate of Dictionaries: The Journal of the Dictionary Society of North America and vice-president and president-elect of the International Association of Forensic Linguists.

About Tonight’s Lecture

Without making direct claims, readers of tabloid newspapers often take away an impression that individual well-known persons have a character flaw or a mental or physical illness. Over the years, Martha Stewart and Aretha Franklin, along with many others, claimed to have been defamed by such articles. This presentation illustrates techniques tabloids use to suggest (while not directly asserting) such defamatory characterizations. The lecture will analyze illustrative claims in tabloids and elsewhere, examining them from the perspective of a forensic linguist, relying on Grice’s maxims and the cooperative principle. It will also compare the practices of the law in requiring literal interpretation in some speech acts, such as invoking one’s Miranda rights and swearing in a president.
