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Fresno Announces
Fall 1988 Courses

The Armenian Studies Program at
California State University, Fresno, will of-
fer a full complement of Armenian
language, history, and art classes during
the Fall 1988 semester. The program is
directed by Prof. Dickran Kouymjian,
assisted by lecturer Barlow Der
Mugrdechian.

The courses include: Armenian IA (the
first of a two-semester language sequence
in Modern Western Armenian), Armenian

lIlA (Armenian Composition and Conver-
sation), History 108A (Armenia from
earliest times to the 13th century), Arme-
nian 120T (Armenian Art through architec-
ture and miniature painting), and Arme-
nian Studies 10 (an introductory survey of
Armenian history and culture). A Saturday
class surveying Armenian literature in
English translation will also be offered.
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Zoryan Survivors'
Videotapes to be
Shown in Fresno

FRESNO - Segments of
videotaped interviews with geno-
cide survivors will be shown for
the first time in Fresno, during
a panel discussion on Armenian
surviviors in the San Joaquin
Valley on Sunday, May 15. The
presentation by the Zoryan In-
stitute is sponsored and funded
by the California Council for the
Humanities.

The Council will be sponsor-
ing its annual Public Humanities
Conference in Fresno, during the
weekend of May 13-15, during

'which the Zoryan Institute for
Contemporary Armenian Re-
search and Documentation will
pesent a panel discussion on
"Image and Memory: Armenian'
Survivors in the San Joaquin
Valley."

The panel discussion will take
place on Sunday afternoon, at"
2:30 p.m. at the Holiday Inn in
downtown Fresno. Panelists in-
clude Dr. Donald Miller, profes-
sor of Religion at USC, Dr. Mar-
garet Bedrossian, lecturer in lit-
erature at UC Davis, and au thor
Peter Najarian, lecturer in liter-
ature at San Francisco State Uni-
versity. The panel will be mod-
erated by Barlow Der Mugrdech-
ian, instructor in Armenian Stu-
dies at California State Univer-
sity. Fresno. Segments of video-
taped in terviews with survivors
from the San Joaquin Valley will
also be shown as part of the
panel presentation. .

The keynote speaker at the
conference's opening session will
be Chinese-American author
Maxine' Hong Kingston reading
from her latest book.

Admission to the panel dis-
cussion is free. Coffee will be
served following the presenta-
tions.
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Arm. Studies
Prog. Co-Hosts
Premiere .

The benefit. premiere showing of
t.hree document.aries produced by t.he
Armenian Film Foundation was held
for t.he Fresno communit.y on Sunday,
April 17, 1988 at. 4:00 p.m. The event.
was held with the cooperation of the
Armenian St.udies Program of -CSU
Fresno and the local organizing com-
mittee was headed by Mrs. Sonia
.Keshishian.

Mr. Walter Karabian; Vice-
President of the Armenian Film Foun-
dation introduced the three films, pro-
duced by J. Michael Hagopian. Man-
date For Armenia, is a rare documen~
tary based on Army Signal Corps
footage on the United States Mission
to Armenia and Turkey, in 1919.
Cilicia ... Rebirth is a proud' and
positive film depicting the rich cultural
heritage of the medievalCilician
Kingdom of Armenia. Finally Excerpts
From Legacy was shown to an en-
thusiastic assembly of Fresno Arme-
nians and friends. •
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Council for the-Humanities Funds Fresno
May 15 Panel Discussion on Survivors

The discussion will take place
May 15 at 2:30 p.m. at the Holi-
day Inn in downtown Fresno.
Panelists include Dr. Donald
Miller, professor of Religion at
USC. Dr. Margaret Bedrossian, ,
lecturer in literature at UC Davis,
and author Peter Najarian, lec-
turer in literature at San Francisco
State University. The panel will
be moderated by Barlow Der
Mugrdichian, instructor in Anne-
man Studies at CSU, Fresno.

"Although the Armenian com-
munityis very aware of the oral
history documentation process, it
is not always aware of the values .
and uses of these' documents,' "
said Salpi Haroutinian Ghazarian,
.the West Coast coordinator of the
Zoryan Institute. "The presenta-
tions that will be made May 15 in
Fresno, as well as the videotapes'

FRESNO - Segments of
vi-deotaped interviews with
genocide survivors will be shown
for the first time in Fresno, dur-
ing a panel discussion on Arme-
nian survivors in the San Joaquin
Valley on May 15. Thepresen-
tation by the Zoryan Institute is
sponsored and funded by the Cal-
ifornia Council for the Human-
ities.

"We are delighted that the
Annenian 'community is includ-
ed in our conference in Fresno,"
said Caitlin Croughan, associate .
director of the California Coun-
cil. "The experiences of older
and recent immigrant groups
have more in common than some-
times we imagine. The courage
and sense of dignity the im-
migrants bring to the transition
they go through is to be ad-
mired. "

The council will be sponsoring
its annuar Public Humanities
Conference in Fresno, during the
weekend of May 13-15, during
which Zoryan Institute for Con-
temporary Annenian Research
and Documentation will present
a panel discussion on "Image and
Memory: Annenian Survivors in
the San Joaquin Valley."

which ,will be shown can contri-
bute significantly towa.rd better
mutual and self-understanding. ".

The annual public humanitie's'
conference consists of a series of
exemplary events relat~d. toa
theme of regional interest. T~is
year's theme is "Cultures in
Transition: Immigration in the
Central Valley."

In addition to the panel on
Annenian survivors, two other
groups have received mini-grants
for conferences. California
Tomorrow will feature a. panel
discussion of the Southeast Asian
immigrant comunity, and Arte.
Americas will present a demons- ..
tration and discussion .of the
songs and lore of the Mexican im-
migrant experience. The keynote
speaker at the conference's open-
ing session will be Chinese-
American author Maxine Hong
Kingston.

Admission to the panel discus-
sion is free.
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Documentary Films
Screened in Fresno

FRESNO - The benefit
premiere showing of three
documentaries films produced by
the Armenian Film Foundation
was held for the Fresno com-
munity on· April 17.

The event was-held with the .
cooperation of !he Armenian
Studies Program ofCSU F~esno ...' .

Walter Karabian, vice presi-
dent of the AFF introduced the
three films, "Mandate for
Annenia," "Clicia ... Rebirth," :
and "Excerpts from Legacy."
The films were produced by Dr.
J. Michael Hagopian.

Following the screenings, a
· reception' was held at the .
I Chamlian Stables, provided by .
.Vahan and Anoush Chamlian of

· Fresno ..A table displaying films
produced by the AFF was availa-

· ble for viewing by guests who

PAGE 1 of 1

MEMBERS OF THE FRESNO ORGANIZING COMMITTEE - From left to right,
Melene Ouzounian, Allan Jendian, Sonia Keshishian, Walter Karabian, Prof.
Barlow Der Mugrdechian and Mary Darakjian.
gathered that afternoon to support . indud.ed, Melene Ouzounian,
the work of continuing to ac- Mary Darakjian, Allan Jendian,
cumulate and record oral histories and Prof. Balow Der Mugrdesh-
on film. ian of the ASP. Zabel Du1garian

The local organizing commit- of Los Angeles assisted' in the
tee, headed by Sonia Keshishian, preparation of the reception.
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Conference in Fresno

Zoryan's Public
Humanities Conferenc.e
In Fresno, May 13-15

Segments of videotaped interviews
with genocide survivors will be shown'
for the first time in Fresno, during a
panel discussion on Armenian sur-
vivors in the San Joaquin Valley on
Sunday, May 15. The presentation by
the Zoryan Institute is sponsored and
funded by the California Council for
the Humanities.

"Weare delighted that the Arme-
nian community is included in our con-
ference in Fresno in May. The ex-
periences of older and rece'nt im-

.. migrant groups have more in common
than sometimes we imagine. The
courage and sense of dignity the im-
migrants bring to the transition they go
through' is to- be admired ..and
sometimes the humanities can help il-
lumine the ways these transitions oc-
cur," stated Caitlin Croughan,
Associate· Director of the California
Council for the Humanities.

The Council will be sponsoring
their annual Public Humanities Con-
ference in Fresno, during the weekend
of May 13-15, during which the Zoryan
Institute for Contemporary Armenian
Research and Documentation will pre-
sent. a panel discussion on "Image and
Memory: Armenian Survivors in the
San Joaquin Valley."

The panel duscussion will take
place on Sunday afternoon, at 2:30
p.m. at t.he Ho'liday Inn in downtown
Fresno. Panelists include Dr. Donald
MiIIer, professor of Religion at USC,
Dr. Margaret Bedrossian, lecturer in
literature at UC Davis, and author
Peter Najarian, lecturer in literature at
San Francisco State University. ~
panel will be moderated by Barlow Der
Mugrdichian, instructor in Armenian
Studjes at California State University,
Fresno. Segment.s of videotaped int.er-
~ith survivors from the San Joa-

quin Valley will also be shown as part.
of the panel presentation.

"Although the Armenian com-
munity is very aware of the oral history
documentation process, it is not always
aware of the value and uses of these
'documents'. In the larger, non-
Armenian community, the exist.enceof
survivors of the genocide is marginally
known, without a real understanding
of the trauma. and· transformation
which that generation and succeeding
generations have had to undergo in liv-
ingand remembering. The presenta-
tions that will be made on Sunday,
May 15, in Fresno, as well as the
videotapes which will be shown can
contribute significantly towards better
mutual" and self-understanding," con-
cluded Salpi Haroutinian-Ghazarian.
West Coast Coordinator of the Zoryan
Institute.

The annual public humanities con-
ference consist.s of a series of ex-
emplary events related to a theme of
regional interest. This year's theme is
"Cultures in Transition: Immigration
in the Central Valley." In addition to
the panel on Armenian survivors, two
other groups have received mini-grants
for conferences. California tomorrow
will feature a panel discussion of the
Southeast Asian immigrant communi-
ty, and Arte Americas will present a
demonstration and discussion of the
songs and lore of the Mexican im-
migrant experience. The keynote
speaker at the conference's opening
session will be Chinese-American
author Maxine Hong Kingston reading
from her latest book. .

Admission to the panel discussion
is free. Coffee will be served following
the presentations. For further informa-
tion, please call (818) 784-0748 or (209)
294-2669.•
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Videotaped Survivor Interviews to Be Shown for the First Time. .

ENCINO, Calif. - Segments of place on Saturday afternoon, at
videotaped interviews with gen- 2:30 p.m. at the Holiday'lnn in
ocide survivors will beshown for downtown Fresno. Panelists

. the first time in Fresno, during a include Dr. Donald Miller, pro-
panel discussion on Armenian fessor of Religion at USC, Dr.
survivors in the San Joaquin Margaret Bedrossian, lecturer in
Valley on Sunday, May 15. The literature at San Francisco State
presentation by the Zoryan University. The panel will be
Institute is sponsored and moderated by Barlow Der
funded by the CaliforniaCoun- Mugrdichian, instructor in
cil for the Humanities. Armenien Studies at California

"We are delighted that the State University, Fresnq. Seg-
Armenian community is' ments of videotaped interviews
included in our conference in with survivors from the San Joa-
Fresno in May. The experiences quin Valley will also be shown as
of older and recent immigrant part of the panel presentation.
.9roups have more in common "Although the Armenian com-
than sometimes we imagine. munity is very aware of the oral
The courage and sense of dig- history documentation process,
nity the immigrants bring to the it is not always aware of the
transition they go through is to value and uses of these 'docu-
be admired and sometimes the ments.' In the larger. non-
humanities can hell? illumine the Armen ian com m unity, the
ways these transitions occur'," existence of survivors of the
stated Caitlin Croughan, Asso- genocide is marginally known,
ciate Director of the California without a real understanding of
Council for the Humanities._ the trauma and transformation

The Council will be sponsor- which that generation and SliC-
ing their annual Public Humani- ceeding generations have had to
ties 'Conference in Fresno. undergo in living and remein-
during the weekend of May 13- bering. The presentations that
15, during which the Zoryan will bemadeonSunday, May15.
Institute for Contemporary in Fresno, as well. as the video-
Armenian Research and Docu- tapes which will be shown can
mentation will present a panel contribute significantly towards
discussion on "Image and better mutual and self-

"Memory: Arme~ian Survivors in understanding," concluded
the San Joaquin Valley." Salpi Haroutinian Ghazarian,

The panel discussion will take West Cost· Coordinator of the

Zoryan Institute.
.The annual public humanities

conference ~onsists of a series
of exemplary events related to a
theme of regional interest. This
year's theme is "Cultures in
Transition: Immigration in the
Central Valley." In addition to
the panel on Armenian surVi-
vors, two other groups have
received mini-grants for confer-
ences. California tomorrow will
feature a panel discussion of the
Southeast Asian immigrant
community, and Arte Americas
will present a demonstration
and discussion of the sqngs and
lore of the Mexican immigrant
experien ce. T he key note
speaker at the conference's
opening session will be
Chinese-American author Max-
ine Hong Kingston reading from
her latest book.

Admission to the _panel dis-
cussion is free. Coffee will be
served following the presenta-
tions.' For further information,
call (818) 784-0748 or (209) 294-
2669.
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Armenian Studies Program Co-Hosts
Premiere of New Documentaries -

FRESNO, Calif. - The benefit
premiere showing of three doc-
umentaries produced by' the
Armenian Film Foundation was
held for the Fresno community
on Sunday, April 17, 1988, at
4:00 p.m. The event was held
with the cooperatioll of the
Armenian Studies Program of
CSU Fresno and the local
organizing' committee was
headed by Mrs. Sonia Keshish-
ian.

Mr. Walter Karabian, Vice
President of the Armenian Film

.Foundation, . introduced the
three films, produced by J.
Michael Hagopian. "Mandate for
Armen ia," is a rare documentary
based on Army Signal Corps
footage on the United States
Mission to Armenia and Turkey,
in 1919. "Cilicia ... Rebirth" is a
proud and positive film depict-
ing the rich cultural heritage of
the medieval Cilician KiQ»'S?~

of Armenia. Finally; "Excerpts
From Legacy" was shown to an
enthusiastic assembly of Fresno
Armenians and Friends.

A lovely reception was held
after the viewing in the spacious
Chamlian Stables. which had
been donated for use by Mr. and
Mrs. Vahan and Anoush Chaml-
ian of Fresno. A table displaying
films produced by the Armenian
Film Foundation greeted the
special guests who had
gathered on a Sunday afternoon
to support the work of continu-
ing to gather oral histories on
film.

The local organizing commit-
tee included: Mrs. Melene
Ouzounian. Mrs. Mary DarakF
ian, Mr. Allan Jendian, and Prof.
Barlow Der Mugrdechian of the
ASP. Mrs. Zabel Dulgarian of
Los Angeles assisted in the
preparation of the reception.

PREMIERE. From left to right, members of the Fresno organizing
committee fo': the benefit showing of the documentary films: Mrs.
Melene Ouzounian, Mr. Allan Jendian, Mrs. Sonia Keshishian, Mr.
Walter Karabian of the Armenian Film Foundation, Prof. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian of the Armenian Studies Program, and Mrs. Mary Darakj-
ian.
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Genocidestili(J~
···a· I-Ive pal-nfu·· I ~[~,1, -;:"'.i~::~~;::
· . . , i:~~;#}::

forArmenians~;
.'. . .'~"::::!~f<

cide and its aftermath is curr~rftIy;
. gripping Armenian communitie~. ':,:rL

She said for years Annenian,sur~;:.
,.!:~.' . ' vivors had no one to teIL".their;

There were stones of homes_ be- . t" t i!j''":''~\ "
ing' r~msacked, families· being tom s ~nItes o. t h ' 'bl t I':'~~~~d"~, '.. lb' was 00 om e 0 re lve.all '
apart,mnocent peop e emg mur- h' th' h'ld be' th'e'"¥'b'u''''',· . . .' . ave eir c i ren ar '" r-·.
dered,and a race bemg ,systemati-. den "Ghazarian said. . ',: '. 'ti~.§,::r,}:).
cally m.assacred, ". - ....f':"'1"iB!~!-
· :',,'. Then the next genera~lOI):;J.!.~e;.
'; To the ·.z00 people who attended children of the survivors "couldn't".

,"Ima.gea.~d Memory: Ar':lenian' deal with it," she said. "They::w(ffe'!
.' SU',;lvors mthe San Jo~qum Val- too,busy trying to be a~cepti~d'''¥
·Ie~. on Sun~ay, the stones we~ a their new home. They didn't want
pall~ful rem)nde.r of the ~eI1lan to feel alienated" being on~cru-.

, hent~g~, a hentage that. i.neludes sade to seek recognition of the
. the .killing of about 1.5 millIon peo-. genocide.
pIe m,Turkey 73 years ago, So the third generation, Ghaza-

The conference was sponsored by 'tian said, has been rekindling the
the Encino-based Zoryan Institute spirit of the survivors, asking them
for Contemporary Armenian Re· questions about the old Armenian
search a'nd Documentation Inc., and homeland, their traditions, their cuI·
the California Council for the Hu- ture, and the circumstances that led
manities. Its purpose is. t? rekindle to the genocide. .,
the effort - both polItIcally and "It is up to us to ensure those
emotionally - to have the Arme- memories don't die with the survi~
nian genocide recognized. vors of the genocide," she said. .

Salpi Ghazarian, who coordinated The conference was moderated
the conference, said a reawakening
·of the events leading to the gena-

_By PABLO.' LOPEZ
Bee staff writer .

See Genocide, Page B~
!' ~,
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Armenlans

Genocide
Continued from Page 81

by Barlow Der Mu dichian, Fresno
Sta e mversl ro essor 0 e-
man s les. e event included
speeches by Dr. Margaret Bedros-
sian, lecturer in literature at the
University of California at Davis;
Peter Najarian, lecturer in literature
at San Francisco State University;
and Dr. Donald Miller, professor of
religion at the University of
Southern California.

Each~;peaker touched on the
need to document stories by the
survivors. The privately financed
Zoryan Institute, founded in 1982,
has conducted more than 450 inter-
views, Ghazarian said. .

Narti' Gerlitz, 79, was one of
many survivors who recounted the
nightmare of the Armenian geno-
cide. The conference also had vid-
eotaped intemews of survivors.

Gerlitz said at .least 40 members
of her immediate family - includ-
ing her father, two brothers and a
sister - were killed by Turks.

"I've told this story so many times
that it's like a rerun of an old mov-
ie," she said. "My husband doesn't
like to hear it because he said, look
what happen to the American Indi-
ans.

"But I will keep telling this story
because we were slaughtered like
cattle, thrown out into the streets
and left to die. It's a memory you
can't put away."

PAGE 2 of 2

..~..~...
Gerlitz said a lot of the pain'

comes from the Turkish govern-
\TI.ent's refusal to recognize tli:t
~l)limnedmassacres conducted lI,{)y
the Ottoman empire beginning.~,.,:!'.~~-
1915. ~~

"I can never forgive them," she
said, "because we were a peacefulH
Christian family and the· Turks o~

d· f "p' ~stroye It or no reason. ",..
But she said most Armenians are

.just thankful to have found a s~fe_
haven in the United States. She said'
it does not bother her that the ~s3':
government has refused to declare::
a national day of remembrance. G{:~;

"We can always remember ~t{r
dead in church each April 24," G.~~
litz said, referring to the official qay
of remembrance in California. '._;,,:

,j;~;,. ••

But for Berge Bulbulian, 62, w,htf
did not experience the genocide but"
did experience its aftermath, ttie.
conference allowed him to rekindle:
the heritage he once ignored. [fie,

He said it wasn't until he was 461.
years old that he "really got inf~r:\
ested in the genocide." .._~

"It was a traumatic experience:
growing up Armenian," Bulbulian'
said. "We were so hell·bent on as-
similation that we were forced into
denying our heritage. And by the I

time we wanted to know a lot about:
the genocide, most of our parents:
had died. ".,~

"Now we're all trying to catch up,:
to know as much as possible, and to:
let others know, too." t
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CSUF and AFF Hold Premiere Showing
of Documentaries

The' benefit premiere show-
ing of three documentaries pro-
duced by the Armenian Film
Foundation was held for the
Fresno community on Sunday,
April 17, 1988. The event was
held with the cooperation of the
Armenian Studies Program of
the California State University
at Fresno. .

Mr. Walter Karabian, Vice-
President of the Armenian Film
Fotuldation introduced the
three films, produced by J.
Michael Hagopian. Mandate
for Armenia is a rare docu-
mentary based on Army Signal
Corps footage on the United
States Mission to Armenia and
Turkey in 1919. Cilicia ...
Rebirth is a proud and positive
film depicting the rich cultural
heritage of the medieval Cili-
cian Kingdom of Armenia.
Finally, excerpts from Legacy
were shown to an enthusiastic
assembly of Fresno Armenians
and friends.

A reception was held after the
viewing in the' spacious

From I. to r., members of the Fresno-area committee: Mrs.
Melene Ouzounian, Allan Y. Jendian, Mrs. Sonia
Keshishian, Walter Karabian of the Armenian Film Founda·
tion, Prof. Barlow Der Mugrdechian, and Mrs. Mary
Darakjian.

Chamlian Stables, which had
been donated for use by Mr.
and Mrs. Vahan and Anoush
Chamlian of Fresno.' A table
displaying film.s produced by

the Armenian Film Foundation
greeted the special guests who
had gathered to support the
Foundation's continuing work
in gathering oral histories on
film.



~ll'B ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESNO

- ARCHIVE - !"RUNO. CALII"ORNIA 83740

SOURCE Armenian Mirror-Spectator: HatertOlm, DATE May 21, 1988
Mass.

Documentaries Shown in FresnoSUBJECT PAGE 1 of 1

Premiere Showing Of Three
Armenian Documentaries In Fresno

A benefit premiere showing
of three documentaries produc-

. ed by the Armenian Film Foun-
dation was held for the Fresno
community on Sunday, April
17, at 4 pm, with the coopera-
tion of the Armenian Studies

medieval Cilician Kingdom of
Armenia. The third film was Ex-
cerpts from Legacy .

A reception followed in the
Chamlian Stables. A table dis-
playing films produced by the
Armenian Film Foundation

From the left: Members of tlte Fresno Organizing Committee: Mrs. Melene
Ouzounian. AllanJendian. Mrs. Sonia Keshishian, Walter Karabian of the
Annenian Film Foundation, Prof. Barlow Der Mugrdechian and Mrs. Mary
Darakjian.

Program of California State
University/Fresno and the local
organizing committee headed
by Mrs. Sonia Keshishian.

Walter Karabian, vice presi-
dent of the Armenian Film
Foundation introduced the
three films, produced by J.
Michael Hagopian. Mandate for
Armenia is a documentary bas-
ed on Army Signal Corps
footage of the United States
Mission to Armenia and Turkey
in 1919. Cilicia... Rebirth depicts
the rich cultural heritage of the

greeted the special guests who
had gathered on a Sunday after-
noon to support the work of
continuing to gather oral histo-
ries on film.

The local organizing commit-
tee included Mrs. Melene Ou·
zounian, Mrs. Mary Darakjian,
Allan Jendian, and Prof. -Barlow
Der Mugrdechian of the Arme-
nian Studies Program at CSU.
Mrs. Zabel Dulgarian of Los
Angeles assisted in the prepara-
tion of the reception.
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Armenian
Documentaries
Premiered in
Fresno

FRESNO - The benefit pre-
miere showing of three docu-
mentaries produced by the Ar-
menian Film Foundation was
held for the Fresno commu-
nity on Sunday, April 17, 1988
at 4:00 p.m. The event was held
with the cooperation of the Ar-
menian Studies Program of CSU
Fresno and the local organizing
committee was headed by Mrs.
Sonia Keshishian.

Mr. Walter Karabian, Vice·
President of the Armenian Film
Foundation introduced the three
films, produced by J. Michael
Hagopian. ('Mandate of Armenia;'
is a rare documentary based on
Army Signal Corps footage on
the United. States Mission to Ar-
menia and Turkey, in 1919. "Ci·
licia ... Rebirth,l is a proud and
positive film depicting the rich
cultural heritage of the medieval
Cilician Kingdom of ·Armenia.
Finally "Excerpts from Legacy
was shown to an enthusiastic
assembly of Fresno Armenians
and friends.

A reception was held after
the viewing in the spacious
Chamlian Stables, which had
been donated for use by Mr. and
Mrs. Vahan and Anoush Chaml·
ian of Fremo. A table display-
ing films produced by the Ar·
me'nian Film Foundation greeted
the special guests who had
gathered on. a Sunday afternoon
to support the work of continu-
ing to gather oral histories on
film.

The local organizing commit·
tee included: Mrs. Melene Ou-
zounian, Mrs. Mary Darakjian,
Mr. Allan Jendian, and Prof. Bar-
low Der Mugrdechian
-..; ~rs. Zabel Dulgarian of
Los Angeles assisted in the pre-
paration of the reception.
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Fresno State Students Leave for Armenia
FRESNO,Calif. - At a pivotal

moment in Soviet and Armenian
history, a group of Fresno State
University students left Monday
for Yerevan, Armenia. site of
recent unprecedented protests.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, act-
ing coordinator 01 the Armenian
Studies Program at the univer-
sity, led the VISit of eight' stu-
dents. who will be guests of the
Committee for Cultural Rela-
tions with Armenians Abroad
based in Yerevan .. Mr. Der
Mugrdechian said this was the
first Fresno group of students
v.ho were to be guests of the
Soviet Armenian government.

Mr. Der Mugrdechian also
commented that he believed last
week's changes in the Soviet
Armenian and Soviet Azerbai-
jani leadership were more in line
with Gorbachev's reformist
campaign. He pointed out that

the prinCipal purposes of his
group's visit to Armenia will be
to establish links with Armenian
university students, and get a
feel for life there.

One potential outcome is a
summer travel course that might
evolve from this first visit. Oer
Mugrdechian said SOlliet
Armenian students might visit
Fresno as well.

Each student taking the 24-
day trip will spend about $1,300
on airfare, but the Yerevan Com-
mittee will pay for room and
board. Mr. Mark Malkhasian. a
former Fresno State University
student who is currently doing
advanced studies in Yerevan,
helped arrange the tour's itiner-
ary. This past march, Mr. Garlen
Daflakian visited Fresno State
and met with Mr. Der Mugrdech-
ian. The visit laid the ground-
work for the students' visit.
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Armenian Survivors ir1the
-San Joaquin Valley

"Image and Memory: Armenian Survivors in the San
Joaquin Iillley," a panel discussion sponsored by the
Zoryan Institute for Contemporary Armenian Research
and Documentation, Inc. was presented at the Holiday
Inn in Fresno on May 15 as part of the PuNic Humanities
Conference. Excerpts from the presentations of the three
panel members are presented here. The moderator,
Barlow Der Mugrdichian, Instructor in -4rmeniqn
Studies, CSU Fresno, opened the discussion with the
!9llowing remarks.

Immigration of Annenians to the Central Valley began
in 1881 when the first pennanent settlers arrived in
Fresno. They so liked the weather and the environment
that they persuaded many of their friends and relatives
to come two years later. These early immigrants made
their living by peddling fruit, working in the fields, and
selling candy and tobacco and groceries. A much larger
group of immigrants came after the 1894-96 massacres
in Ottoman Turkey. They came for a different reason,
that is, they were forced out of their historic homeland.

The first thing they wanted to do when they came to
California was to re-establish life as they had known it
in the old country, and the way to do that was to re-create
furniliar institutions. So we have the beginning of the first
churches, the first compatriotic unions, and the beginning
of an Annenian press. From the period of 1896 to 1915
the number of Annenians who came to California grew
as the oppression in the Ottoman empire increased.

By 1920 large numbers of Armenian immigrants had
come both to this Valley and to other parts of the coun-
try. The entire population of Fresno County was 45,000
people. Of this number, 10,000 were Annenians. leav-
ing a homeland, leaving a village was less easy in those
times when people did not move around as much as we
do today. People were forced to abandon their homes
and family members with no hope of ever seeing them
again. The memories of this first generation of im-
migrants are very traumatic. The second and third genera-
tion have different memories: they grew up in America
and easily integrated into American life. Their first
language was often English and their picture of the
genocide has been filtered through the generations.

Members of the panel will explore the issues
associated with memories of the genocide for several
generations of Annenians-both the survivors and the
children and grandchildren of the survivors.

THE BURDEN OF MEMORY
First Generation:
Patterns of Rem,embering

Dr. Donald Miller, Director of the School
of Religion, USC
Ed note: Dr. Miller has conducted 100 interviews with
Armenian survivors and describes here the pattern that
emerges as survivors remembered their past.

The pattern of remembering among the survivors of the
1915 genocide includes five distinctly different types of
reflection.

First, survivors remember in a highly idealized man-
ner their life before the deportation from their towns and
villages. They remember that their family life was stable;
they recount with fondness the everyday activities
associated with going to church or school or participating
in festive occasions such as weddings. Life is remembered
in that pre-deportation stage as pleasant and good. Many
speak of the prosperity of the Annenians; family rela-
tions were extremely tight knit. Compared to the devasta-
tion that followed, this was an idyllic period, perhaps
idealized in the memo lies of survivors in ways that ex-
ceeded the actual reality. Nevertheless, this pre-
deportation period is a benchmark against which they
compared much of the rest of their lives.

The second type of survivor memory revealed in our
interviews is one characterized by terror and trauma. The
survivors we interviewed were children of five to fif-
teen years when the deportation orders came in the late
spring of 1915. Families had only a few days to prepare
for their departure. When they left, most took only what
they could carry. A few days into their journey the men
were separated out and shot. The women and children
were left to fend for themselves on the long journey
toward Syria. Many did not survive the journey. We speak
today of the trauma of children in our society who are
beaten or abused. We know that they are scarred for life,
irreparably damaged. Yet we sometimes too quickly
forget the impact of the deportation horrors on the con-
sciousness of these elderly survivors in our own midst.

The third category of memories expressed by sur-
vivors in our interviews is characterized by images of
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reprieve. The orphanages that were set up were sanc-
tuaries, a safe place removed from the horrors of the
deportation experience. Some of the child survivors had
forgotten their native language so education was resumed.
Structure and order once again became a part of their
experience. They were taught skills in sewing and weav-
ing. The orphanage experience was a transition from
disorder, trauma, and chaos into order, stability, and
structure. Children re-learned the Armenian language
and reconnected with their national heritage, however
shattered it might be in the wake of the first genocide
of the 20th century.

The fourth moment in survivors' memories is the
longest as measured by the number of years. It is the
period of reconstruction, of re-creating a life that had
been fractured. To listen to accounts of the genocide itself
is painful, but many of the stories of adult life relate a
continuing odyssey of suffering. They worked as
gardeners, domestics, and shopkeepers. The genocide
did not happen only in 1915; it continues daily in the
life experience of survivors who are now 80, 90 and 100
years old.

The last category of survivor recollection has to do
with how the survivors think about the events of their
childhood, whether they are more reconciled in their old
age than in their youth. Surprisingly most survivors say
they have grown more preoccupied with the genocide
as they have gotten older. Why? We have come to believe
that there is a fifth expression of survivor recollection.

. It is that stage when the survivors seek moral justifica-
tion for the events of their past. Many survivors are con-
sumed with the unjustness of their experience. They are
outraged by the refusal of the Turkish government to
acknowledge the sins of their forefathers. They mourn
the memory of family members. They reflect on the life
that might have been theirs. They live as Christians, yet
they ponder a God who would allow a nation to be
destroyed. They agonize over their grandchildren who
have not learned the Armenian language and are mar-
rying outside their Armenian heritage.

"Tucked away within the memories
of survivors are a good many
messages about what it means to
be human and what it means to
be heroic."

Finally, I want to reflect for a moment on the burden
of this memory. Some survivors tell us that they have
never told anyone their story, or at best only fragments
have been shared. What does it mean to march through
life with the burden of memory? Many of these survivors
feel ignored and left behind. What should we do with
their memories? This is the question facing the oral
historian of the Armenian genocide. Life can never be
the same once one witnesses the depth of human suf-
fering or acknowledges the human capacity for evil.
Beneath even the most light-hearted moments is a
memory. The memory is that all is not well in the world,
that pain and suffering lurk in the shadows of our own
lives and those of the human community. So memory
is a burden and yet it is also a privilege. It is memory
that binds us together, to each other and to that com-
munity that transcends our own particularity and lends
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depth to our own individual lives. In the present age we
are schooled to think more about the future than about
our past. Yet I think we will be dangerous human be-
ings if we break the connection with our memories.

Together, young and old, Armenian and non-
Armenian, we need to hear the full story of the past of
the human community. We need to challenge our
stereotypes of the Turk by listening to the accounts of
survivors about how some Turks who disagreed with the
policies of their government gave shelter and food to their
Armenian neighbors. We need to feel the agonized reflec-
tions of the survivors concerning a God who seemed
indifferent to the majority of Armenians and yet is
credited by others for their survival. Tucked away within
the memories of survivors are a good many messages
about what it means to be human and what it means to
be heroic. And within these descriptions are prescrip-
tions for those of us who have ears to hear them.

"Surprisingly most survivors say
they have grown more preoccupied
with the genocide as they have
gotten older."

"Many of these survivors feel
ignored and left behind. What
should we do with their
memories ?"
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THE BURDEN OF MEMORY
Second & Third Generation:
Developing a Sense
of Continuity
Margaret Bedrossian,
Lecturer in literature, UC Davis

I am in the position of a typical second-generation per-
son in this country, trying to make contact with my past,
trying to deepen my understanding, and in all of this try-
ing to assess who I am. How am I related to this past?

I was born and raised in the Central Valley, and I think
I understand some of the feelings which the Armenian
immigrants must have about their old country. There is
something about being close to the land, of having an
understanding of where you are born and where you are
raised which is very moving.

There was a well-developed life in the old country
before 1915, and it is unfortunate that more people,
especially those of the second and third generation, do
not know more about the details of that life-the ex-
periences in the villages, the communal values that these
Armenians shared, the sense of belonging to the land.
A;:, we begin to place all of that in context, we can begin
to appreciate our sources more and more. Those sources
go beyond the genocide; they go back to a long, long
past in the old country, almosts three thousand years'
worth. It is very important to understand that.

Much of the self-image that Annenians brought with
them to the United States had been shaped by a set of
values which had been in the making for thousands of
years. One of the most important factors in that value
system is the experience of family. For the Armenians
the family was a fortress, the line of first defense. Every
member of the family had a specific place and set of
responsibilities. Different generations lived together, and
there was a respect for the wisdom of the old, and
children had a great respect for their parents. Of course
this is true of many other cultures. But I think it is
important-and I speak as a younger Armenian--to
look at what the family meant for the Armenians. It was
a very closely bonded unit. Children were treasured as
though they were not only a great hope but something
precious beyond understanding.

Morality comes from knowing our place in a larger
totality. Morality means that we know what it means to
relate to other members of the famjJy. We know our place
in that family, and we know our place within an ethnic
group. We can place ourselves in larger and larger circles.

Watching these videotapes and entering into the
memory of the Annenian immigrants is a wonderful way
to educate our moral sense in very subtle ways. We begin
to see there is a way in which people who have been
fragmented can over a period of time begin to create new
wholes out of these fragments.

As I listened to the videotapes, I remembered my
father's stories and began to make connections between
what I heard in my family and what I was seeing on
the tapes. I began to see that that history was very real
and that it was my history, mine in a way that went very
deep, beyond anything I can talk about. There are affir-
mations that go beyond genocide. They have to do with
cultivating a self image that is larger than one's own life.

A second quality that comes through when viewing
the videotapes is the p'ragmatism of the Armenians. They
lived close to the earth and many of their customs came
out of the earth-their farming, their gardens, even the
rocks are important.

How can these memories of first-generation survivors
foster a sense of continuity and morality among second
and third generations? Is there something that wants to
be, needs to be created as we second and third genera-
tion Annenians listen to these stories of our parents and
grandparents? A;:, I watched these videotapes I had the
sense that there is a very large and very grand story here
and it is made up of many little stories, each of which
wants to be told. What do I do with the past? It's so sad.
I don't understand it. Let the past be past? No. There's
something here that wants to continue, and how it is going
to continue will depend on those of the second and third
generation.

Continuity comes when we are willing to look at and
try to understand our own history. And for young peo-
ple of the United States, Annenian or non-Armenian,
I think that is one of the great lacks. We don't have enough
opportunity, especially if we come from an ethnic group,
to really understand how that ethnic group came to this
country, what their experiences were here and what they
were like in the old country. And even if we do learn
about our heritage, we don't usually share our responses
to this history with those of our own generation.
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The Idea of Memory
in Writing
Peter Najarian, Lecturer in literature
at San Francisco State University,
author of Daughters of Memory

I have two personal connections to this topic of memory;
one is my mother and one is my father. And I have
cultural connections too which come from reading and
from history-relics, churches, photographs. My mother
would constantly tell me about her childhood-as much
of it as she could remember. She liked to talk about her
early days. Her parents, who were killed, were peasants.
They were connected to the earth. My aunt, on the other
hand, does not want to remember certain parts of her
history. It is painful for her.

This issue, the importance of remembering, is im-
portant not only to Armenians but also to all people of
genocide-Jewish, American Indians, others. Many of
us say we have to remember what happened to our peo-
ple. And there are others who say we don't want to
remember. Let's forget about it. We want our kids to grow
up American, not to be different, to live the good life.
But on the other hand, what happens to being Arme-
nian? What happens to the Armenian language? So there's
a conflict.

I personally feel that it is very important to remember
not only for my 'NOrkbut for all of us as a fumily. Because
if we do not remember, then we have something inside
us that is buried and is going to bother us. And it is also
important for Turkey to remember. Turkey has to
remember as a people that they did this thing. If they
do not, then it is always going to be there in their life
as a people. We know that from our own personal ex-
periences.

The most important part of memory is remembering
heaven and remembering hell. Like everyone else I want
to remember my childhood, not only as a person but
as a group-my childhood that goes all the way back
to God, that leads to paradise. But on the other hand
it seems that if I remember it all the way back, I don't
just remember paradise and all the good things. I have
to remember both sides. I have to remember not only
that my grandmother was killed by the Turks, but that
killing is going on all the time. It will go on tomorrow.
And as a person, I am faced with this problem. Do I
want to remember or do I not want to remember?
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CAMPUS CONSTRU·CTION. A view of the Leon S. Peters Business Building now under construction on ,
the California State University Fresno campus. Planned completion is in August of 1988. The Armenian
Studies Program will h~ve its new offices in the Peters Building as well as a suite of offices in the adjoining
Valley Business Center. Mr. Peters, who was a community leader and active in Armenian American
organizations, passed away ci few years ago..
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Barlow Der Mugrdechian to
Lecture on Karabagh in Fresno

FRESNO - Professor Barlow
Der Mugrdechian of the CSUF
Armenian Studies Program will
discuss the historic changes
which have occured in the last
several months in Yerevan. Der
Mugrdechian led a group of eight
students to Armenia; June 1·2S"
of this year and has returne9
with slides from this very mem-
orable moment in Armenian
history.

The illustrated lecture will
take place on Sunday, July 24
at 3 :00 p.m. in the Industrial
Arts Building, Room 101 on the
CSUF campus. The IA building
is on Barstow Ave. between
Campus Ave. and Jackson Ave.
Some of the students who ac-
companied Professor Der Mugr·

dechian will also be available to
share their experiences.

The studies program was or-
ganized by the ASP and through
the invitation of the Committee
for Cultural Relations with Ar·
menians Abroad. The lecture
will focus on the change in Ar-
menians before and after Feb#
20. While in Armenia the group
was witness to large scale of
these meetings and other events
in Armenia will be shown.
There will be a question and
answer period which will follow
the formal part of the presenta-
tion.

The public is welcome. For
more information contact the
ASP at 294·2669.
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CSUF Armenian Studies Program Explores
Recent Changes in Armenia's Capital

FRESNO, Calif. - Prof. ~arlow
Der Mugrdechian of the CSUF
Armenian Studies Program will
discuss the historic changes
which have occurred in the last
several months in Yerevan. Der
Mugrdechian led a group of
eight students to Armenia, June
1-25, of this year and has
returned with slides from this
very memorable moment in
Armenian history. The illus-
trated lecture will take place this
Sunday, July 24, at 3:00 p.m. in
the Industrial Arts Building,
Room 101 on the CSUF campus.
Some of the students who
accompanied Professor Der
Mugrdechian will also be availa-
ble to share their experiences.

The studies program. was
organized by the 'ASP and
through the invitation of the
Committee for Cultural Rela-
tions with Armenians Abroad.
The lecture will focus on the
change in Armenians before and
after February 20. While in
Armenia the group was witness
to large scale meetings which
took place in the Opera plaza.
Slides of these meetings and
other events in Armenia will be
shown. There will be a question
and answer period which will

. follow the formal part of the
presentation.

The public is welcome and
there is no admission. For more'
information, call 294-2669.
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Armenians And Karabagh
Professor Barlow Der Mugrdechian of the CSUF

'Armenian Studies Program will discuss the historic
changes which have occurred in the last several mono
ths in Yerevan. Der Mugrdechian led a group of eight
students in Armenia. June 1-25 of this year and has
returned with slides from this very memorable mo·
ment in Armenian history. The illustrated lecture will
take place on Sunday. July 24 at 3:()() p.m. in the In-
dustrial Arts Building. Room 101 on the CSUF cam-
pus. The IA buildirg is on theBarstowJ~~~;,qet:-veen
Campus·Ave. and Jacksoh "Ave. Some6(iJi~ studeniS
who accompanied Professor Der Mugiaechian 'will
also be available to share their experiences.

The studies program was also organized by the
ASP and through the invitation of the Committee for
Cultural Relations with Armenians Abroad. The lec-
ture will focus on the change in Armenians before and
after February 20. While in Armenia the group was

. witness to large scale meetings which took place 'in
Opera plaza. Slides of these meetings and other
events in Armenia will be shown. There will be a ques-
tion and answer period which will follow the formal
part of the presentation.

The public is welcome and there is no admission.
For more information contact the ASP at 294-2669.
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Fresno Lecture
Will Show Slides
of Yerevan Events

FRESNO - Professor Barlow
Der Mugrdechian of the Califor-
nia State University (Fresno)
Armenian Studies Program will
discuss the historic changes
which have occurred in the last
several months in Yerevan at a
campus lecture July 24. Der
Mugrdechian led a group of eight
students to Armenia, June 1-25,
and has returned with slides of the
tumultuous events in Armenia.

The illustrated lecture will
begin at 3 p.m. in the Industrial
Arts Building, Room 101 on the
CSUF campus. The IA building
is on Barstow Ave. between
Campus Ave. and Jackson Ave.

Some of the s'tudents who
acompanied Prof. Der Mugrd-
echian will also be available to
share their experiences. The
studies program was organized
by the ASP and through the in-
vitation of the Committee for
Cultural Relations with Arme-
nians Abroad.

The July 24 lecture will focus
on the change in Armenians
before and after February 20.
While in Armenia the group was
witness to large scale meetings
which took place in the Opera
plaza. Slides of these meetings
and other events in Armenia will
be shown. There will be a ques-
tion and answer period which will
follow the. formal part of the
presentation.

There is no admission. For
more information contact, (209)
294-2669.


