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LA pERD

I the first issue, Carla, in Chicago in February of 2001, remembers her arrival

in Mexico Crty tn February of (999, when she stayed with her ex-boyfriend,
Harry. As her “visit-" extended fiom weeks info months, Carla faced the fact
that she didn't want fo return fo the USA, while, at the same time, She and
Harry become ever more impatient with éach other. Carla spent ber time
Seeing the sights and weeting seveal new friends, induding a few expatriates;
Memo, @ wonld-Ye revolutionawy; and Oscor, ayounq friend of Mewo's,
Romance began fo bud between “Cavla and Oscar while she and Harry were at
each other's throats. [h mid-Apnl, on the afteyuoon of a vicious fight between
Harry and Cavla, she became Yervibly sick.

All dialogue is in Spamish, unless <arked by arrow brackets >,
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Then, some time in Au’usk, oscarand | went

4o Camhna €l Gallo,..

he was vo help. &

/|

W- [

frapni = 273 {TTTLOA
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v 50 this guy had this
amazing sct of turntables,
and he'sad | could use
prachee.

mgh+
v:’e to

P Some move

e toce

I figure, if he
hears me, he

! L2
i
need

invite
SN o

record$
" ?

=]

7 Neah, | kvow! But ('vh

v And rop into Memo and Tomoko there.

building up .. |'ve got ) -
1o get Some mongf...

i,
il
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:::::

I (What ?? You've been holding

out on me again?

e i
/N
Z T

Carla, m/ amor,
how 9reat tv
see You !

& s
-~}

'vrtlrnr:" / ﬁy/]y_}l \ '

" N

i Meme, what ore X
R you doing with
Tomoko 7

-

{
v

Zoh shit. This
really veally Sucks,}
Poor Lia«a...? ‘

never told me your

brother i o DJ!
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{ felt completely responsible. | cowlduy decide ak first whether i+ wWasmy duty to fell ber [ Was only wuch lafer that T | [Maybe 1f | had, she would  shl\ caw Liama all the hiwe
d . ¢ i : Iized Hhat | should have have stayed, and things would | |at work but we never said

or fo keep ¥ from her bk in the end, | figured things would ouly get worse from here yea yed, 9 ’ b

So | fold {’\W Shgm , had & bl'gv‘\ﬁ' h+ w({-h/ Momgo awl h’o\%(c up with h'(‘w., not Hiat he asked Memo to sty away from| |iave tuwmed our ditevently.| [much ous , by,
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Buk viothig's Move useless
than chewing over o\d regrets |
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/
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| couldu't make reat fov em ber

He sl came over all the e, Just like o+ | [T felt almost as bad as she did about 1+, Wyself, aud, fo-a winite, | P’ 2/ o
was fothing, and drove the Fo‘{”g“"H”d""'k- with tae 2“;"—' 4! S" i have +o lea’ve.J = /iu/g/,/// -

B l/’V,a'lv hah haahh!,,,

h" 'y gonna get
Kicked out,,. waty hak
an' an’ ('m gouna
l/la,ve to 9o hooome"!
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pperearer, Tsatirrid s [z Vol

J o
aud | didn't cee

Cr anymore.

(Waah hakh... an' | HATE
It there! waaahh!

7T [/
Yoor Corlita, // %
Don't worvy,
you'll think of

Sowme Hﬂ.‘ng .

T
ot/

oy Ak

IO AR
IR AE -
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o \ P
A |The thwg was, Oscar 77 ) 2

was effechvely (jving with me aunyway, So |
| Ljust asked i fo move in for real, and poy rent]

It Seemed like a perfeck solution to we. He
had to wovk in his dad's car-stereo shop a
few days a week +v make the wioney, bur-

bie 9ot it together.,
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We should move t© Sauto Powngo. How come
you cam buy all this fumituve and stulf
P, amd You can't poy the rent?

e ,
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woajoe N
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Why do | have 12 pay ot all 7 | haye
A 4o work fov every peso just |ike you,

What aw ( sugpesed to do? | didu't
YW up Surounded by luxury!
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Y Noure not being fair, You Knew N7
\ don't have any extva woney exceptl 4

for €ood aud studf,

.

INYZ
Wt wash'+ / ‘5 2 Ak

Worth . | covered the test for September, and
we just ate forhllas and beaus unhl poyday,

Memo (ot vo fime \n ﬁhdiuj o new giv|, another
Monde foreiguer. | could never figqure oub
wheve he found them adl-

Delphine twrned out to be really sweet, aud
Wy gui l+ over Liaua was shll hauging on me

heam"y.

z
7

sy

[)
§ » . sn 9
%, R %I L)
®

\ had no reasen 4o assume he wasn't shll also
seeing Tomoko ov Someone else, and | Just

couldn't ek it happen again. | +otd e
about Memo's strewing axound on Liana.

q/ /4 ] / YA
' /

-
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And a”’houqh she didn'¢ dumr Him out-

right, the net fime he was a real asshole
1o her, which , of cowrse, was scon, she fold
him what ghe knew and wafked out.

Soon after that, the night| [We weve s

of Diade (a h\ﬂefw—

¥ oSed +o go
4o Some k\ﬂ O‘F Yove jn

doncia, Seftember 16, | [l Ajusco,
Lo o ml /Y (77
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We sat avoumd 1w the dark Wathwg for Ricardo to show wp (his uncle was am orgavizes '
or Something, S0 he coutd gek ug 'm), and ‘ﬁ‘gwe out whether tog0.

s going to be cancelled,
| kwow it.

Youw're not the one who's |ook\'nj
for a giv friend all of 4 sudden.
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| just wanted her 4o
have the doice, to know...

Then what do

you call t?

i )
You just wanted g AR 4/7
did NOT
ant fo gossip!

*bozrssi?, likea V\’
goddainin woman . w

| )ust 4old her what happened
With lana . | £ she was OK
with that, then Gne.

! - \n
i

R\ V
LIZT g
o

W"A &‘.
Pass we ‘%m
o i
+s deﬁ‘m‘rely ancelled. Shit! | was

9onna sel! (ike 20 bags! | need that
Money to get my +urnfables !

fsn't this h
(ke Kirj;rdg":” +:Zri+o°rrye- 4

/

| was gonna work

1+ out with him.

ﬁ.,a"7"
p ~.j;/v g /,///
?
I /

(i
K \

it woulda been S0 €ooL! There
ave (ike 15 DIs, and they're al| from
Germany !

(+ doesn't matter,
lt's debr nii'e‘y
cancelled.

it doesn't necessarily rain in the
mountaing when o+ rains heve.

| guess he does Something with
selling skateboords. Something
With Covnputers, | don't Knew,

ll,///////

77
Om puters on Y

/| skateboards?

4"
”

He like Sells them on
Computers or Somcm.‘ng. { don't ¥
Know omythivg aloout- .

The rain's stopp 9
YES!! |'ve got to

WMy vecords (og

Al
L Nour brother ¥ = (0
\: N\ {he D.)? A %ﬂt 3

( Well, he onTy L

A

iy

R4

/) ’mil‘ ' /# B} ?
o 4 M A i -
That's the furure, Thatts “W
» .‘,~"~‘,gn—'

Where Wlings are 30!‘0’\9 .

Hey, You kviow he just
wrote and said he's
Comng for avisit in a
7))\, few weeks. sn't
E that cool?

Wk
W7/

does thata iHle. .///

Rod says | stiould get emal.
He says | don't have to have
My own Omputer or aunything,

but ldon't wuderstand how.




Carfa, Why will you sleep with that
liHe (diot and not with me? [ cau
kick ks ass,that ittle shit,

f

= N J gi(‘ - 6
,;7”' S L¢
\

Hee hee! He's rght there, You kinow, S
He can hear You. He's not that dumb,

You waut seme
wove tequila ?

You look nice. | love youwr
hair down like that,

[That's cot right, ( did fall for

T couldu't umderstand w
him, Just not all the way,

other girls fell So havd
hwm, amd | ouldn't under-
stoand why L didn't,

We don't have 42 9o, Yon
w, We cam just

dl:"d‘v OSCM» (2

i9ent mam of the world heve
\n fonr of You- We've theomin

Py, Ourselves at you, my beauty],
1718/ ken, iy,
/ %, /7 Y,

e 5

N
-

/4 ;
- o ; /
"’/% K8 O 7Y
u\\' 1 s ¥
VAR .o A7

7 A HAOK 7
{r m" “” 9rev- ﬁ din
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Maybe because Memo was already so all-
werful, | c(u«9
Mewo in +this wey foo el like

=7 Move for the other
givis, eh? Dow't worry,
I've 901' euoujh +o 90
vind. ('wion

N Over Wieve and sit

Sexy boy toy upstairs, am tell |

4o Oscav: Giuvi

I'm just not ...
D, Combortable,.,

We dwve owt v el Ajusco cvammmed to Ricasrdo's
CM' ‘4’ “Dok ﬂbO“"M kow »fp Qe Uup f‘

A Y e 4 /4. o8
LAt

) It storped caining, ya

Kiow, giteves* ya Vaamonos I**
S wacting 1 the car !

*'dudes”  FFlefs go alreacy”

When we got +o security, allwe had to
do was memtion Ricardo’s h’o—-ew,r,me
called him el Govdo — (+ was (ike «
maqic wod ,
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| probably showld have faken some
C“hgy; + would have fely wore

friendly, R
P ;l th 7 i I

The trees were huge and beaubtul, bur (+ was really
davk, ond theve Weve (ots of people wandeving

| bul§ Hais one a few years
age. {shll hadu't gotten

] cess exact|
wﬂﬂa iy W

You've gt to

weet him !

P Which (s
can see this

' ;' owvdo wash't all that far,
Must have been a childhood nick haume,

ST SR

M
Oh/ look, i's
.z OSCMH'O. “DW isl
v \‘wr love!y Cousth
' Sava?

X

This (s m

She's ‘ﬁﬂe, Sy, ‘:"" o 3
A I\ friend, Carla,
/1 . g

Qv I\ s slowly,
With Ricardo over 4 " el y

A Nice v theet you, ’
clous,
| precious.

oy
eve, Who's yowr

beauhitwd friend?
-‘7":‘»;‘,/—,’ h ssu-' -rsh ’v °

What prely green Yl
eyes you have,

z Oscar, why don't ;
you let-we show }
Coaxlita avound,

(4 : [ *,
(/l I'“ \' J o,
N oy i
it Wy "
0‘-(,9!'5’, ('l be over
by the ) stand. / 4

€7 He lives heve ke a pauper when
hie could be living in America instyle!
Loco! But we arve olr\wu,inj al| that
avent we Ray ? o

a’/’,'/

" We call him ;
el éningo Loco,
ha ha ha! 4

Haha ha! See what vam s ,;’:“
g | s 1

| wean (7 He's amzy! L

Tt bt o me, would
A4 'r%l::-\

You?




B Cor e,y e NP |
9 would you ([] X = J i

3 !1 ’/
} i 4

Some ' Cocaine?

N
ANt J'

& ’q',,“‘\\\ PR\
( ‘{m\\" Ay
Don't baby her, You

Should send the (itHe I
tourist home, A

i q
o] |Hhe pretty omes for me! ;;«g:»\
£ 2 ; 3, <4

Hahaha! Kay, you are too
hard, Go beat up some ugl
Americams, But leave

’L\

T(,;//, Oh, you do speak
)

‘n’!‘<

. | ':vv ‘ / Y
4{ “A,"(qu/lﬁ“‘h 1!2’,/‘ /'.' A > am
(ol L Fvese

'L\/l;n P\ R .':‘.1'

N W\ don't have enough for the N | RS
, Spamish. Good. iy W M Whole crowd, not for free,’ ARG

T | 4ook the opyor 2%
Ao um away bc(oret’e 90t ba

| was shill th'nj, and the drive home
was worse than the dnve u

P
l’-

| [Evem though Fhe Fight had stopped For fhe |

tomest, the seeds had teenm sown, aud i+
Startred up agaun a few times, unh finally,
a cowple howrs (M’e\r, é Govdo Sugﬁe;fd we

Just (eave,

No ove could 9 why | was such a
spaz. |don't Know Why, bup \ felt like |
didn't wank to tell anyone abouk el Gordo. |

decided just tv tvy +o Sty away Gom him|

Thednext+d | brie G
up aespite a mging hangovew, ws
thought 1wy hjeaA vgas ff«,\,

oy, as | bried 4o make mysel £ ger

Al U could Hank of fo explain my ackions
was that | was (ooking for- an ally,
someone o conhirm Hhat el Gordo WS a

scavy cweep. Mam, did § look in the wong
. ‘ place:

uh oh, Sounds
Like wy nephew,
That boy .

| Kepk vunning over ouwr exchange aud
Kicking mysele— WHY did ( speak to him
W Enghsh?? |'wm not oue of Hhose !




1 7 ; s Ry Z S And ho one Caun | mean, | could have wavned him, But | [He weut down +o cin that ' md-
o s b —{ | srot an gt he figed, b, weve such good | ociober, bk e & b oF Sl 10 o v my
/i / 7  Fome expas-gringo / (ke amother femds... |could have old hivn that| |classes . so | staved home, 78/ ‘
// 4, / " "" a cvowd cam / Me’ w Ko K\Ca’do Ao&sh"f hMe %a" k\ly\d o—F ,» [ ' § ‘
%/ e : - '\ onte was ever Goigind [
17 : excephon ; S \ harder on me ey . /7 ‘ | ‘ Cavla! (€se pinche
7 y é:o mzml‘elﬂde | === I | Hhian another s Cobrgw™! Look wih ot
7 evican = v Amevican, gone] (] £ AN he did !
5 e Who proves hative. 7 \%SLAM T idbac it
7 M s Tong Time, That ' gl J[RLe
" yudices. e For a long time 's / ool gn. )
. . e eul—rmn’w gningos, } ‘(? ‘ al,f:‘1 Hiat Sfuck R s | ™ ) \ |
== : with me from
/ / Speating N \77] that night. / :
/ 2 €English, and P ﬁ, 1 7
2 M == suddeaty you 24 1 = )
AN || | - PN
Z / ’ | wheve neithev ‘ = 7 =

|l y /1| of us wawred = 57 Ricardo found him there, and laid into him like— you'd
i / 2 / /# 4o be. I % = = think e was the fudking mafia o something instead

) of Some wuwor Amg dealer. +was pidiculous,

l dow't think Ricardoe achually meart to bnut

When it came fime to pay Ccober’s reat, Oscav had spent tost of what he had on records
him,‘buf he had such a Skoﬂ—ﬁue} he prob-
ably Yust grabbed Oscar's shivt amd ripped

Veer, amd coke. He came up with about 700 pesos, we had a fight, and | paid <gain.
7 { {s. v /
7 ; g / IV 1] ﬁ /) ///&{% - ”
2 N Y Z % | 7 ) : FTHA 13D ﬂ’b’ accident. /Z ; T
\ - ’ ¥ / . l

7 et N N sz MG
)P | = ¥
/ /72—y 4 T & 2] L
S| e AT\)

s / vz '’ % \ Z \ i
But | was really broke this time. I was gefting , and [ Hhink it finally sank in @ N */ﬁ\
(iHle for Oscar When a cut-off notice for +the electricity amved, whidch would meam no N
Juice Hov his (as-yer-phawtom) tun tables among other things. We scmped & fogether, just. W i “’

L)

Al

. R

We've practically velated

land he does Ahys 4o me 7!

Um(wst—umdwlaly ,fhowgh, he freaked Oscar's
U :

Al (did was s L
sell WIS pot \
to HIS customers,

Just so | could
make a |itle

. /‘ \
Y/ 'x
Yoor baby, (et
me dean you up,

I AN

%)\

-
_/Aw

(e~
=
- A :
> \ ( ’u//ZA\\ I A f .
| was looking for move classes fo teach, but hadn't been able to find anything for the bours | had You guys amd oney 7! Why

. Poor sweet dumb Oscar: jnstead of just working for his dad, he tried fo take a shortcut asd 4/} 4o you think | would have
sell some pot+v some of Ricardo’s requlars, We overcharged, so of course i got back to Ricardo, (2 toore Hiew yon SR

3¢ 3;

spent i all on you!
\ mean, what is Wit

 No, neithey of
us has any 7%
money, remember? |




'{d?”qfhd:"k that: | just
wk on't have any, /

Z

)
.
\T &

—

We've got some wice, refre-
Shing watev ! We can check
the sofa cushions
for dwamge.’

Qo you ever 9o u(

o a St
Don't you have Some A e |

T-shivks we could sell? g/

Hhat vpovn 7

A

¥ E.”?n:’..

y . Somejwﬂk, /)

(| think it's supposed to 0?
\ be like Hhe maid's rpowr,

,'{/ { [\
7 "/"'I’v’ 3 K ‘

YA
i

N
w1

N

on a shirt
and |et's 90
over fo the
Warket and

Memo! Just

M hme! Oscar
amd | were about
to have to 9o o

cam beer!
Now' Il by us
Sowe beev,
nght?

N

=

N
~

I

Y | like

Most people, | think they just use i+ as

@ big doset, Noone's ever up heve except

Yo haung clothesout, (t's nice
omd solitavy

4

h

and work S0 we " |

we should g0 o
frida's house,

Yo wmovrew. What
should we do?

37 \ bmugh

'Y ) )
it //
/ Yohoﬁ(/!

N

You ave such

Poor Oscavito,
] Rimydo dean
Jour cdodk
fov you?

Nou know what he's like,
qﬁ'ey. You gotta watth out
. 77 //]

Y/

Y We's supposed o Y
1’ be wmy cuateX

APL

a litle
/\ bourgeois, You
and Your Gnda

You should take him to the Plazade (as Tres Cul-
turas at Tlateloco. Last year was the %ot anniversar

0f the mossacre* [F[of hundreds of students i (4¢8.]

He is Yowr cuate, bwf‘
You don't mess with lim,

“homie "

She was NOT aelitist!
You don't Know anything
about hev, She died while
working on a portait
of Statin!

How an you Say
Hhat? She was a
ol ommunist!

dowmeshc sta¢f
Lomd hev elikist

I+ doesn't
wmatter amyway,,

‘ 9uys, l_ef's 9°




Who caves WHAT she. thought, since now v The power of women artists +o be co-opted "/’l | tnied! And | started
she's basically Kirsch. She's dewvation for| | by the \a*c-cap\knl(sk'm‘zle power S(?mcﬁ.are : [\ Paying atlenwhon +o
rourists' T-shirts, fhe sake, pretty, folkloric Ao sell produdk and ddute Mexican 1@ ' N} e +he hews,,,

/!

P A bourgeoss dilettante in
the lovely aestheh'cs oF a
Mexico that isn't now and
fl’ﬂba&'\' hevey was,

‘) wwn/"'l,'q

. \ H 0 n ?
This work fs so raw, it's se No, really, Mesmo, L was in 7\ toke a sl?ower. ~

L1 ,
Have you even looked at the™y
poster ih my dining room?

A //4

Strong — it's not decorative in| | college, studying basically

He least! It M!oﬁ blood othing but how to be a good
\—”—H / 2 //’/ /// 37 //

~

You (ump wie in the same
th'cgorj as Hnwry who lives
off a st fund Hrom his
dad; he ouly works €ov fum,

Y/

You cast about in your middle-
class way, with your suburban
Safety net, for
Something fo do
with your life.

I'm here viow, am |
a diletante how?

Whistony) class | studied Enda,

consumer, them w this art
som 2

Iy 2 Ve "
N AN —""“ & ' = /
) 4 A~ e 7
ca'i:'.f f‘oz‘iv(h extent ' ) Cavla, be veal. ,f/i_,;; ‘ql / v ﬁi‘;‘*’:—“
at i+! to which the globatizers Mexico comes alive fov me, Your dnoice to /‘."-‘, : ~ Bt i VR
oxe able fo steamvoll | want 4o kwow about the \ive here s A w Mexican workev e -baai oy 1 g

over amy individuality, Mexican part of wmyself! CO\MP‘efe‘y decadent, jé\\\

ve that Onolce? HiE
kP No. g ~ My Wom Can't Support we!

w You started lobbyivg

C to end NAFTA? 50, what ave you doing? You teach over-
0"9(65 /

pn‘cgd Enﬂh‘;h dasses to under- educated
Mexican viovons Whe buy into the imperiad-
ishe Amevican model of capitalism

*Md ’Mit Wank- a pq'ece of W

. Because (t gives You the illusion
You're Aidfeverur £rom your
shatlow friends?

"m SOYI'OKS", 1 7

?ne needi( f:h understond the
€ € oppresser "

Q) v})
~\\§\\\\ ' \
BT
' o)
&

\ e ) / y /
YA /) ///// : N\ ////////
. = antled? V770 A A"
NG /7 het? vecided £ | 7/ G 8 ing ridiou! P v -
/I And 50 You, what’ Qe ) You stavted wearing ridiwlous W wouldun'r have awe Hhirg o dlo wih

//// U shoxt wWorking for bettex cond-

7
o4 long skirks and braids thar N H A g into (mperialist Amevican aesthetics ~
/ \WonS (1 the maguiladoras? wade You look “Mexican-y." g € ale beauh, ]

//// No,| . bl il g Did You eveu learn Spamich? |ILs52 e by Viondy Gont2?
%7

it Some naturatly -blonde
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[You come in here bringing your cultural assumg-

ons, amd then you think you can pick

amd choose the nice bits of our messy

. % culture!

/,/ ’ //y/

4 ///’, 45 I/ %
VN0 g

~\7

X7

ou think you're humble, ]
Wﬂgoyzu sitat ﬂ!e feet of Popocatepet!
agking{pr guidamce on the Mexican Way ?

74 What cam | dotobe
politically “clean”? How
M\ can | live a right ife
AL 7N W your eyes?

Y You wake Judgements
and You tuke what

\
3
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Q)
;;1‘.‘\

\..,
&
: OO
-~ ~
3
Q*~ e
v'
R NS
/"r\ﬂ\
R
ol
Z
=
S N3 N

\ can't, con | 7 /
Why should | +vy? 77 J

All | ever hear Yyou Say 15 how great this
that you cam aovd such a big place heve in
Mexico. Ov,isn't this a predty jou. .

7”’,’,"”/' (i)’ Phat's "'/‘:;;.::
W, N
b Y /A pretty jars /81 NS
| TS N
,, e A

You don't even want to
M’. Look at +his house! ,
lt's vidiculously large for you!

/-
q

// ] ////
/,

with \iKing
Y/ Y
ek ¥
7l

me
@]

.
., > %iﬂ

I | e

4

7
You have so mamy |

essions, amd does it
Seem strange fo you ?

g

= of a place |ike this? He never
PRNEXPected to live in amn apartment
TFITI ST Lt 2w e MS size ! —

——

Everyone else
in m building
Dh \S MCK(‘(M!

How can Oscax pay an equal shave

\
ST

wwliving iw W9 fasmilies! Oscar never expected
+o live owtside his pavents’ home until he
was married amd established, and moybe not
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You (ive alone!
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I'w bifteen years older tham he s, awd |
auIY live b{‘mvself because my pavem*'s
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ove (n Michoacdn!

And even ¢ he had the woney, do you
Hiink 1€ he went o your (amdlovd amd Fried
4o venr the glace, they would let iy 7
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For you, this is automatic, Thisis what

You expect! You don't see the advantages

Your whiite skin amnd Your Awevican accent,
9ive \ou.
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A You don't know whiat i+ (1 .
1 be a conquistudora, (S
Bur heve you ave. A P
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I'm TRYING tobe lke a Mexican! I'wy work- ‘
ing EveRY DAY +v see and understand the
advantages | have, and o reject them,.
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Gut ( don't want to live (ke a queen!
| want fo live like You !
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e?? | live lvke abum! Y
Ha ha ha ha!
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You think
+hat will
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([ No, don't do that,
Don't bean idiot.

‘ Look, | hate
,,) Fida! Jj
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child, deal
with veality.
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conquistadora.
I'm OT!
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