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Maritime Academy

r URING THE TRE-
MENDOUS training program of the
United States Maritime Service the
importance of the State Maritime

Academy services has been somewhat
obscured by the flood of publicity
attending the larger effort. However,
these older and more conservative

California Maritime Acodemy.
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institutions have been function:ng
consistently and graduating carcfully
trained officers for the merchant m¥
rine.

The California Maritime Acadesf
was established by legislation enac
in 1929 for the purpose of tran®f
young men for service as ofﬁ-.‘cﬂ_’ =
the United States Merchant Manat
At the present time, the length of
course is two years and gr.;duah‘ﬁ”‘
awarded licenses as Third Mates &
Third Assistant Engineers, a €0
sion as Ensign in the United Sad
Maritime Service, and a commlfs:‘:
as Ensign in the United States Ni
Reserve. For new incoming €
the length of the course will b\:dﬂ;
years, and graduates will be awan
a Bachelor of Science Degre® g
will probably receive a licens¢ 3;‘:
ond Mate or Second :"\.:sistar\l.rha
neer instead of Third Mate of
Assistant Engineer, in
their commissions in o
States Naval Rescrve and U
States Maritime Service.
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. CM.A. is a unit of the State
of Education and de-
financial support from both
._:n._l Federal sources. A Board
C2rnors, composed of five mem-
r appointed by the Governor
Hr te of California, and the
ing the State Superintendent
','F;J‘ph; Instruction, is charged with
‘" Leneral operation, management
sntrol of the institution,

The active and immediate man-
.ment and operation of the Acad-
~ is vested in the Superintendent,
«oain Claude B. Mayo, U. S.
oy (r\:.). who is appointed by
5 Board of Governors with the ap-
cval of the United States Navy
..ar{"'k it. Instructors have been
+ed by Captain Mayo and the
¢ _J States Navy for qualities of
':“,;:al experience and training in
~r specialties, their ability to im-

-~m=. kr umlLdnL to the students,
their personality, including the
v to deal with young men with-
inchon.

first class in the Calfornia
ime Academy entered in March
,and graduated in August, 1933,
h the exception of 1936 and 1937,
ten reduced appropriations forced
zariction, there has been a fine class
mduating every year. During the
wr years the program was stepped
g and three classes were graduated
2 1942, two in 1943, and two in
#4. The grand total since the i
Ition amounts to 588 mids hlp[‘mn
from the engineer department
ad 325 from deck department.

The record of accomplishment in

¥ school is best measured by the
mgress of its graduates. Of the 588
.uJuazct mentioned above | practi-
.3-“ every one, with the exception
: ®those who gave their lives in the
|""Ct‘ of their country, is still an
| |er in the merchant marine. Over

im these now hold masters’ li-

95 or more are chief mates,

Mess hall.

Top of page, back row, left to right: Lleutencnfs T. L. Dunlop, G. L. Davis, H. M.
Bennett, H. M, Pedersen, S. P. Normon and Mr. D. Warick. Front row, left to right:
Lieutenants J. F. Summerill and George E. Brackett, Comdr. Lester Maortin, Capt.
C. B. Mayo, Lieut. Comdr. C. H. Tubbs and Lieut. R. D. Heron.

Center: Standing are Copt. J. E. Brenner, Capt. Henry Blackstone, and L. E. Gibson.
Sitting are Dr. Joel A, Burkman and Ralph D. Sweeney.

Barracks, Administration Building.
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California Maritime Academy, Morrow Cove, California,



. 50 are chief engineers, approxi-
Ptﬁly 75 are first assistant engineers,
:j the balance are second or third

s O assistant engipcers. One
duate won his master’s papers at
% age of 22, and another his chief

gincer's license at the age of 21.
= seems to us abundant proof that

course given at CM.A. fits the

duate not only for his first license
¥, deck or engineer officer, but also
i rapid advancement at sea and
hore.

Since August, 1943, the CM.A.
ys had its shoreside location at Mor-
ow Cove, Carquinez Straits, San_
fancisco Bay, where the State of
cilifornia had acquired 67 acres of
und for that purpose. The State Leg-
gature appropriated approximately
§2,000,000 for the construction of a
~ermanent shore establishment at this
gte. Some $500,000 of this two mil-
fon has already been expended for
docks, fills, cuts, and temporary build-
ings. A gymnasium, a natatorium, an
amory, and five staff residences are
pow under construction, at a total
cost of $285,000.

Program for future construction in-
dudes: seamanship building, boat
shed, and sail loft, $62,000: engi-
neering building and power house,
§147,000; classroom and administra-
tion building, $139,000; mess hall,
§92,000; and cadet quarters, $300,-
000.

This permanent building program
was begun in September with the
laying of a cornerstone for the gym-
nasium,

Morrow Cove is in many ways an
ideal site for the academy, and the
architect has taken full advantage of
the natural beauty of this location
One of the principal state highways
borders the campus at its rear and
the buildings and docks frpnt on the
deep salt water of Carquipez Straits.
A short distance away on one side
is Vallejo and the great Mare Island
Navy Yard, and on the other the
great cantilever bridge which carries
the highway across the straits. At
the south approach to this bridge lies
the town of Crockett, built around
the largest cane sugar refinery in the
Jnited States, and along the south
shore of the straits and the adjacent
Waters are some of the largest oil
refineries and chemical plants in the
tate, .

. Frequent excursions to Bay Area
Industrial plants are part of the cur-
fNiculum, so that the midshipmen get
Brst hand contact with many of the
Sources of future ship business and

OCTOBER + 1945

with shipbuilding and ship repair

A school ship, §.S. California State.
is an integral part of the academy
During intervals between cruises she
is berthed at the academy dock. Here
the midshipmen stand watch and do
repair and maintenance work. Steam
is kept up and the vessel 1s continu
ally in use for demonstration and
even classroom purposes. When
cruising, the midshipmen form the

tice the lessons they have learned in
the classrooms.
For the duration of the war cruises

Above: Cadets at en-
gine controls, S. S.
California State.

Right: Cadets steering
in wheelhouse, 5. S,
California State.

were limited to San Francisco Bay.
Prior to the war S.S. California State
sailed on very ambitious cruises, in-
cluding circumnavigation of the
world; round South America: Ha-
waii, New Zealand and Australia;
and intercoastal to the Atlantic ports
of the United States. Such cruises
will now be resumed.

In July, 1940, the State Acad-
emies were all transferred from the
Navy Department to the Maritime
Commission and that body now has
associated responsibility for their sup-
port and guidance.
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