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MA ~\>.\E \Z£,\I ,E.W \'145 
IN HOU>I~:S 

Mtt,ltlme Acttdem, 
D URING THE TRE· 

MENDOUS training program of the 
United Scates Maritime Service the 
importance of the State M aritime 

A("adcmy services has been somewh;u 
ohscurcd hy the flood of publicity 
,\trending the larger effon. H owever, 
these older and more conservat ive 

California loAaritim. Acod*my . 
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institutions have been functionUl( 
consisten tly and graduating cardut,. 
trained officers for the merchant oa­
rine. 

The California Maritime Acack:e!' 
was established by legislation cn~~ 
in 1929 for the purpose of """",,, 
young men for service as officcr~. 
the United States Merchan t MAtU><. 
At the present time, the length of Uac 
course is two years and graduates art 
awarded licenses as Third Matti {6 

Third A ssistant Engineers, a comJDlf' 
sian as Ensign in the United ~:a 
M ari time Service, and a comm~ 
as Ensign in the United S~tes • J 

R eserve. For new incoml~g ~ 
the length of the course Will h: ~ 
yea rs, and graduates will be a\\ ~ 
a Bachelor of Science Degr.:f 5d:" 
will probably receive a license as 

. nt £# 
ond Mate or Second ASSI5ta ".." 
neer instead of Third Mate or II 

A ssistant Engineer, in addiri~ 
their commissions in the tJ nP' 
States Naval Reserve and U 

States M aritime Service. 

Ie" 
PACIFIC MARINE REV 



foc e M.A. is a uni t of the Sta te 
(troc-nr of Education and dc­

~; It5 fin;tncia l su pport from both 
~t'. and Federal sou rces. A Boa rd 
'GO\"crnors, composed of five mem­

$ . four appointed by the Governor 
~hr Stilte of Californ ia,. and the 
I h k;ing the State Superi ntendent 
f'.Io.,bhc Instruc tion, is charged wit h 
J ' O 1 . "COCfa operatlOn, management 
~ ~ont rol of the institut ion. 

fn c: act ive and im mediate man ­
"'!fI.::m and operat ion of the A cad­

'!.",. is vested in the Superintendent , 
-:-~tlin Claude B. Mayo, U. S. 
(;ry (rct. ) . who is appointed by 
"Board of Governors with the ap-
1'3\"11 of the Uni ted States N avy 
:rr~rtmcnt. InstructOrs have been 
d,,«d by Captain Mayo and the 
:It.:d States Navy for qualit ies of 
~:ti(al experience and training in 
:L1f :pc.:iaitics, their ability to im· 
~ their knowledge to the students, 
rJ their personali ty, including the 
.. -.2ItY to deal wi th young men with­
t:. iriction. 

rne fi rst class in the Californ ia 
Wl.."'Irime Academy entered in M arch , 
~;:l.and gradua ted in August . 1 9~~. 
1,'tth the exception o f 19:;6 and 193 7, 
r~m reduced appropriations forced 
~oui.::tion , there has been a fi ne class 
~idua t ing every year. Durin g the 
tU years the program was stepped 
~ ;md three classes were gradua ted 
.1942, t wO in 194\ and two in 
.f.lt The: grand total since the in' 
%t"lon amounts to 588 midsh ipmen, 
:£ from the engineer department 
~ :~5 from deck depa rtment, 

The record of accomplishment in 
"Y "hocl is best measured by the 
~r~.ss of its graduates. O f the 588 

~ Jlduates mentionfd above I practi -

I ~' c\'ery one, with the e:o;ception 
• ~05C who gave their lives in the 

I tn,cc. of their country, is still an 
e:r It1 the merchant marine. Over 
of these now hold masters' Ii · 
~, 95 or more are ch ief ma tes, 

M.n holl. 
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Top of page , bo c k row , I. ft to r ight : Lieu te nants T. L. Dunlop , G . L. Do ... h, H . M, 
B. nne tt , H . ... . Pe d . rs. n, S. p . Norma .. and "'r . D. Worick . Front row , le ft to right : 
Lieut . no nh J . F. Summ e rlll and G e orge E. Brockett , Comdr . Lei ter "'ortln, Copt . 
C . B. "'ayo, Liut . Comdr. C . H . Tubbs an~ LI."t. R. D. He ron . 
Cent . r : Standing or. Copt . J . E. Brenn or , Copt . H e nry Blackston., and L. E. Gibson . 
Sitting a re Dr . J o.1 A. Bu r kman and Ra lph D. S ...... n. y . 

Barrac k" Adm inis tration Bulld ln9 . 
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f<.tJ SO are chfiid en~ineers, a~proxi. 
Iy 75 are cst aSsIstant engmeers, 

~ethe balance are second or third 

'

5 or assistant engineers. One 
.. t h ' . duate won IS master 5 papers at 
~ ,ge of 22, and another his chief 

. eec"s license at the age of 21. or. seems to us abundant proof that 
course given at C.M.A. fits the 

:!ltduate not only for his first license 
fl

J 
deck or engineer officer, but also 

~ rapid advancement at sea and ... 
"hore. 

Since August, 1943, the C.M.A. 
~ had its shoreside location at Mor­
(OW Cove, Carquinet Straits, San 
francisco Bay, where the State of 
~Iifornia had acquired 67 acres of 
Ond for that purpose. The State Leg­
~a[ure appropriated approximately 
r.,OOO.OOO for the construction of a 
ptrmanenr shore establishment at this 
Ji ... Scme S500,000 of this two mil ­
lion has already been expended for 
docks, 6lls, cuts, and temporary build­
ings. A gymnasium, a natatorium, an 
umory. and five staff residences arc 
now under construction, at a total 
rose of S285,000. 

Program for future construction in­
dudes: seamanship building, boat 
;h,d, and sail 10ft, S62,000; engi­
neering building and power house, 
S147,OOO; classroom and administra­
tion building, $139,000; mess hall, 
S92,OOO; and cadet quarters, $300,-
000. 

This permanent building program 
was begun in September with the 
laying of a cornerstone for the gym­
nasium. 

Morrow Cove is in many ways an 
ideal site for the academy, and the 
architect has taken full advantage of 
the natural beauty of this location. 
One of the principal state highways 
borders the campus at its rear and 
the buildings an,d docks frpnt on the 
deep salt water of Carquipez Straits. 
A short distance away on one side 
is Vallejo and the great M are Island 
Navy Yard, and on the other the 
great cantilever bridge which carries 
the highway across the straits. At 
the south approach to this bridge lies 
the town of Crockett, built around 
the largest cane sugar refinery in the 
United States, and along the south 
shore of the straits and the adjacent 
Waters arc some of the largest oil 
refineries and chemical plants in the 
State. • 
. Frequent excursions to Bay Area 
l~dustrial plants arc part of the CUr­
nculum, so that the midshipmen get 
first hand contact with many of the 
sources of future ~hip business and 

OCTOBER 1945 

WJth shipbulldin~ anJ ship rep.lir. 
A school ship. 5.5. Califurnia St;lt..:. 

is an integral part of thl: a..:adl'my . 
During intervals bl:twet:"n cruis.::s sh..: 
is berthed at the acad..:-my dock. H er..: 
the midshipmen stand watch and do 
repair and maintcnance \.\·ork. St..:-am 
is kept up and the vess..:! is continu­
ally in use for demonstration anJ 
even classroom purposes. Wht.":11 
cruising. the micishipml:n form the 
crew of the vessel and put into pr.h:­
cice the lessons they ha\.·c k..lrn..:-J In 

the classrooms. 
For the duration of th..:- war auiscs 

Above : Codeh ot en-
9inll! controls. S. S . 
Colifornio Stotll! . 

• 
Ai9h t : Codll!h ,tll!lI!rin9 
in wh ll!lI! tholoI se. S. S . 
C"lifornio StCltll! . 

were limited to S.111 Fr.lll"::lse~) Bay. 
Prior to the war S.S. C.1IIf0I"l1I.1 State 
saileu on vay itmhitious ..:rUISCS, in­
cluding circumnavigation of the 
world: round South Amcri..::a: Ha­
w;lii, New Ze,dand and Australia; 
and inc..:-rcoasral to the Adantie POrts 
of the United Statcs. Su...:h ...:rUlses 
will now be resumed. 

In July. 1940, the St.ltc Acad­
emics were all transfe rred from the 
Navy Department [0 thl: Maritime 
Commission and that bod\' no\\." has 
associated responsihi!Jty fo; their sup­
port and guicianl:c. 
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