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Doar Mr. Hearst, ... 

August 4th, 1930 

I am sorry beyond word for things that hnve 
hap ened 1n your o.bsenoe. As :fo th fire, the ga:r ba a should 
not have boen b~1"nod during that oxtrn bad hot north wind. The 
pr ovioua o~all fire right at th e tnoinerator itself was due to 
an embel.- from tl'H) • ire box fa.llin -onto somo exoelaior and. paok­
ing tho man 10a feeding into the f1ro. It et :fire to the '1ood 
pilo ad3aoent artd was confined to it. Thi saoond fire may .have 
been from a spark oaoap1ng tho ire gu.ard over the omoke ataoks 
or may ha o beon from oparks blown out the t oad dear while the 
tendei· 's book vm.s turned. Ve sent up entirely new gro.tfiB , · 
smoke staok gi1ards and chimney 1rono in o.roh and the incino~·• 
a.tor was rebuilt shortly after that. It 1 rnctic lly new. 
'?he St te ire rn.rden and savoro.l others a rived riday whi le 
I waa there and sai.d they had heard tho fire wa.a co.used by a 
faulty incinerator. Af'tor inspoot1ng it, they oame ba.ok and 
said there waa no ground for the report ond thot they oould 
au ,gest no greater aaf guards than taken. 

The time I made tho l.'"uling o no fires e.nywhore 
for any roo.son on the Hill without your poraoae.l consent. wa.a 
beoaus of seeing one night tho imposa1biltty of watching what 
ha ,)poned to sparks in a shi t o ind, and the lon th of time 
it took to put out an ordinary rubbish fire. 

A plowed and cultivated band all around tho 
Hill to would bo a safe guard,· also cJ.ean lnmkf:l a.long tho road• 
sides. The cloan orchard.a aavod the rancho. muoh groater di -
aster. and the f t that tho fir 1 ped ov r th road in a 
number of plaoes a , due to t'he rich dry oat growth edgin them. 
'!'he lower ranah oliago .t ch1oken ranch. otc., was saved by a 4u 
fire lino ·h4. Rankin ran in just tbie month I July) from tho 
rahoh roa rvoir - and tanks( I had not t a cen it up with you.,. 
but tho firo h 3rd soomed - O groat it was done. 



f' 

the burned e.roa is o. desolate looking plaae. but on going 
ovor 1 t f rom o.bove ·oa:re:f'ul l y, 1 t l ooks ao though the ire was a groat 
cleul of life left in tnany of the troea.. The treo men are on tho 
j ob but ad.vise against trimming or outting away what a.ppaara dea.d until 
time shows how much t ho natural recuperat ion will ba. 

Your cable 1s just rooei'V'e<l and will start tho 1'lork 
of selooting and bo ing young oaks in quanti ty right away. 

Yours vary truly. 




