
LUPE ANGUIANO 

Ms. Lupe Anguiano i s D i r e c t o r of the Southwest Regional O f f i c e f o r the 
Spanish Speaking (SWROSS) which i s a p r o j e c t of the N a t i o n a l Council of 
Catholic Bishops Region X. Some of her notable c o n t r i b u t i o n s during her 
f i r s t three years to SWROSS has been her having unfolded, through surveys, 
data a n a l y s i s , e t c . , t h a t the Catholic p o p u l a t i o n i n the Southwest i s 
close to or over 71 percent Chicano, Mexican-American or other Spanish 
Speaking/surnamed persons. She i s helping dioceses organize Spanish 
Speaking Councils to deal w i t h proper r e p r e s e n t a t i o n and voice of Spanish 
Speaking/surnamed persons i n the Church today. 

Lupe was born i n La Junta, Colorado, she graduated from Ventura J r . 
College, she also attended Marymount College, C a l i f o r n i a State U n i v e r s i t y 
i n Los Angeles and Antioch-Putney. At twenty, she j o i n e d the V i c t o r y - N o l l 
S i s t e r s but l e f t 15 years l a t e r because as she says, " I f e l t I could best 
do what I thought needed to be do n e — t o improve the status of Chicanos 
outside a r e l i g i o u s order." 

Lupe was the f i r s t Chicana h i r e d i n a s i g n i f i c a n t p o s i t i o n i n the 
Department of H.E.W.. She and a White House f e l l o w , Tom Jones, worked i n 
s e t t i n g up the f i r s t Mexican-American Unit i n the O f f i c e of Education. 
During t h i s p e r i o d , she helped w r i t e and lobbied f o r the passage of the 
U.S. B i l i n g u a l Education Act. A f t e r passage of the B i l i n g u a l Education 
Act, Lupe went to work w i t h Cesar Chavez as a volunteer organizer. She 
worked i n the Cochella S t r i k e and was sent by Cesar Chavez to organize 
the Cleveland, D e t r o i t , and Michigan Grape B o y c o t t — t h i s Boycott e f f o r t 
was a major success. 

A f t e r the Farm Worker organizing e f f o r t , Lupe went to work f o r the 
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund where she helped organize two 
major s t u d i e s — o n e on In d i a n Education, "An Even Chance", and the other, 
" T i t l e I - I s I t Helping Poor Children?". Lupe returned to Washington, D.C., 
to work on the review of school d i s t r i c t s r e l a t i n g to B i l i n g u a l Education; 
she also worked on a Department of H.E.W. Women's Task Force, whose r e s u l t s 
are the p u b l i c a t i o n , "Report of the Women's Act i o n Program", January, 1972. 
Lupe has had various a r t i c l e s published i n La Raza Magazine, Caracol, De  
Colores J o u r n a l , and Feminist Speeches. She i s the publisher and e d i t o r 
of Comunidad, a bimonthly SWROSS newsletter. 

Lupe i s a founding member of the National Chicana Foundation, The 
Nati o n a l Women's P o l i t i c a l Caucus and served as the f i r s t Chairwomen of 
the N a t i o n a l Chicana P o l i t i c a l Caucus. She was also a Raza Unida Party 
Delegate to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Year Conference i n Mexico C i t y i n 
1974. She i s c u r r e n t l y working to change Welfare laws so t h a t women who 
are heads of f a m i l i e s can work i n meaningful employment t o support t h e i r 
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c h i l d r e n w i t h d i g n i t y and respect. 

Among honors and r e c o g n i t i o n s given to Lupe are: 

1976-77 American Catholic Who's Who 

1976 Chicano H i s t o r y Calendar 

1975 Outstanding American Women of Mexican Decent, 
U n i v e r s i t y of Texas ( P i c t u r e Series) 

1972 Outstanding Women of the Year, Los Angeles County 

Famous Mexican-Americans by Clarke Newlon (book) 

1968 Outstanding Service Award, Washington, D.C. 

1967 C a l i f o r n i a Delegate to the White House on the 
Status of Mexican-Americans i n the United States. 

Photo of Lupe Anguiano (photographer unknown) 

Photo of Lupe Anguiano speaking at podium (photographer unknown) 
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PRESENTATION BY CHICANAS OF LA RAZA UNIDA PARTY 

Chicanas of La Raza Unida Party i n the United States send s p e c i a l 
greetings to a l l the United National delegates i n the h i s t o r i c I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Women's Year Conference. 

The f u l l p a r t i c i p a t i o n of women i n society i s a goal, a dream yet to be 
r e a l i z e d by every country and every c u l t u r e world-wide today. As Raza Unida 
Party delegates to t h i s conference, we would l i k e to share w i t h you our views 
of what Women's L i b e r a t i o n means to Chicanas i n the United States. 

F i r s t of a l l , we b e l i e v e t h a t L i b e r a t i o n can be obtained only a f t e r a 
group succeeds i n reaching a t r u e analysis of i t s r e a l i t y . Root causes of 
sexism, oppression and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n must be el i m i n a t e d i f t r u e Human  
L i b e r a t i o n i s to be l a s t i n g and not simply an occasion f o r one group to 
become the next oppressor. A s o l i d h i s t o r i c a l framework and an analysis of 
a group's economic, p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l s tatus i s a process which helps a 
group reach the conclusions of t h a t much sought r e a l i t y . I t i s w i t h i n t h i s 
context t h a t La Raza Unida Chicanas i n the United States are zealously 
working f o r t h e i r l i b e r a t i o n . 

P o l i t i c a l : This h i s t o r y of our people, our economic and s o c i a l condi­
t i o n s l a y a strong argument and reason f o r La Raza Unida Party, an independ­
ent p a r t y i n the United States which seeks a Chicano/Chicana p o l i t i c a l 
v e h i c l e f o r gaining c o n t r o l of our own communities, our l i v e s , our humanity. 

The two party system has never served the i n t e r e s t s of our people. L i f e 
experiences have taught us t h a t "our needs as a people can only be resolved 
by us," because only we understand what those needs are. La Raza Unida Party 
seeks to create s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l , economic, and ethnic i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t w i l l 
break the cycle of Chicano repression i n the United States. These i n s t i t u t i o n s 
must develop p o l i t i c a l and educational reforms, a sense of ethnic i d e n t i t y , 
and e q u i t a b l e d i s t r i b u t i o n of economic goods and resources. 

La Raza Unida Party does not seek power as an entree i n t o Mainstream 
American S o c i e t y — i n f a c t , we r e j e c t a s s i m i l a t i o n i n t o a r a c i s t system— 
but, r a t h e r , as a way to safeguard our c u l t u r a l d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s . 

Chicanas comprise close to 50 percent of La Raza Unida Party leadership. 
At the Natio n a l Convention of the eighteen States p a r t i c i p a t i n g , s i x were 
lead by women. 

Many of our e f f o r t s to e s t a b l i s h a m u l t i l i n g u a l - m u l t i c u l t u r a l s o c i e t y 
where we are f r e e to express our humanity—where we can f e e l f r e e to speak 
Spanish (our Language) and not be p u n i s h e d — t o l i v e according t o our value 
system which i s based on respect f o r human d i g n i t y — a n d t o l i v e w i t h o u t 
being r i d i c u l e d and labeled as u n c i v i l i z e d , c l a n n i s h , and so f o r t h . 



Because the Chicana understands w e l l the mind of the c o l o n i z e r , we would 
l i k e to suggest t h a t t h i s conference change the term development to L i b e r a t i o n . 
We have learned from personal experience t h a t development i s used by c o l o n i z e r s 
to impose upon, to organize and make grow from a p a t t e r n already set by them 
(the Colonizers). I f we are t o work as women f o r the l i b e r a t i o n of a l l w orld 
women, we must do t h i s from a premise of mutual respect f o r language and 
c u l t u r a l v a r i a t i o n s . We must be ready to support the expression of a women's 
humanity i n her own language and c u l t u r e . 

H i s t o r y : The h i s t o r y of the Chicana i s the h i s t o r y of her people which 
began a f t e r the United States-Mexican War of 1846-1848. I t was at t h i s 
period i n h i s t o r y when as a colonized people the Chicana and Chicanos began 
to evolve i n t o a d i s t i n c t and d i f f e r e n t people i n the United States. We 
would l i k e to elaborate on a few h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s which gave g r e a t l y a f f e c t e d 
our l i v e s . 

D i s t o r t e d H i s t o r y : Chicana and Chicano h i s t o r i a n s f i n d h i s t o r y w r i t t e n 
about us g r e a t l y d i s t o r t e d . We are depicted by our colo n i z e r s as people 
with o u t h i s t o r y , u n c i v i l i z e d people i n need of s a l v a t i o n . Dr. Rodolfo Acuña's 
book, Occupied America: The Chicano's Struggle Toward L i b e r a t i o n (1974) i s 
one of several outstanding works expounding on d i s t o r t i o n of our h i s t o r y . I n 
the process of r e w r i t i n g our h i s t o r y , we f i n d outstanding Chicanas as leaders 
of the L i b e r a t i o n of our people, f o r example, Luisa Moreno, a Union organizer 
who lead a Cannery s t r i k e — 1 9 3 8 i n San Antonio, Texas. During t h i s period 
as i n many other periods, Chicanos and Chicanas were the great source of 
cheap labor i n the United States economy. Emma Tenayuca, another Chicana, 
also lead the Pecan S h e l l e r s ' S t r i k e , February 1, 1938. We f i n d t h a t many 
Chicanas s t a r t e d Escuelitas d e l B a r r i o — H e r l i n d a Salinas, f o r example, i n 
1928-1955 s t a r t e d l a Escuela Benito Juarez i n Cr y s t a l C i t y , Texas. 

Social Science Research Bias: I f h i s t o r y depicts us as u n c i v i l i z e d 
then i t f o l l o w s t h a t s o c i a l programs w i l l be established to t r y t o c i v i l i z e 
us. Social s c i e n t i s t s i n the United States have g r e a t l y damaged our image. 
An outstanding Chicana who i s about to get her Ph.D. from U.C.L.A., Ms. 
Deluvina Hernandez, w r i t e s i n Monograph Mexican-American Challenge to a 
Sacred Cow: 

... through the l i t e r a t u r e runs a common s t e r e o t y p i c thread 
which has been taken f o r t r u t h , b u i l t upon and perpetuated 
by s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s through the decades. The group of 
people w i t h t r a i t s ranging from l a z i n e s s , l a c k of achieve­
ment, a h i s t o r i c i s m , n o n i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m , f a t a l i s m , emotional­
ism, i r r a t i o n a l i s m , i n d i s c r i m i n a t i v e n e s s i n personal r e l a t i o n , 
sexually i r r e s p o n s i b l e , noneducation-orientation, to f i l l i n g 
s o c i a l r o l e s and p o s i t i o n s passively and s t a t i c a l l y , and 
i s o l a t i o n i s m from the r e s t of c i v i l i z a t i o n . Only a very few 
recent studies have dared to challenge these past imbedded 
assertions. F i n a l l y , Mexican Americans themselves are 
beginning to academically review past and curr e n t research, 
i n order t o destroy the f a b r i c a t i o n s which have become 
immortalized i n the name of s o c i a l science and consulted as 
a u t h o r i t a t i v e i n f o r m a t i o n on Mexican Americans. (p. 7) 
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The Stereotyped Chicana: Ms. C e c i l i a C-R Suarez w r i t e s about the 
stereotyping process i n a paper t i t l e d "Sexual Stereotypes— Psychological 
and C u l t u r a l S u r v i v a l . " She f i n d s t h a t stereotypes have s t i f l e d and 
imposed c e r t a i n r e s t r i c t i o n s upon people or groups of people. This had 
hindered t h e i r f u l l development t o c o n t r i b u t e i n our s o c i e t y . For instance, 
the stereotype of the woman as being passive and wanting to stay a t home has 
r e s t r i c t e d and stunted her f u l l p o t e n t i a l . The Chicana c a r r i e s a double 
burden when i t comes to stereotypes, f o r she i s also d i s c r i m i n a t e d against 
as a member of an ethnic group which has a long h i s t o r y of p r e j u d i c i a l t r e a t ­
ment by the dominant so c i e t y . A good example of t h i s i s W i l l i a m Madsen, 
an a n t h r o p o l o g i s t , i n h i s book, The Mexican American i n South Texas. He 
goes to great lengths t o describe the Chicana as being submissive and t h a t 
the Chicana w i f e g r a t e f u l l y submits to p h y s i c a l abuse from the Chicano 
husband. The male i s described as sharing h i s machismo ( h i s manliness) by 
having a f f a i r s . 

The l i t e r a t u r e on the Chicana sex r o l e s are very c l e a r l y defined. There 
i s u s u a l l y an unquestioning acceptance of the m a s c u l i n i t y of machismo c u l t 
concerning the Chicano male. The male i s t h e r e f o r e labeled as one who has 
a tendency t o male s u p e r i o r i t y and a dominance through m u l t i p l e sexual 
conquests and the Chicana i s described as defenseless and submissive to the 
macho. 

According to Nancy Graves, another a n t h r o p o l o g i s t , the c h i l d r e a r i n g 
p r a c t i c e s of Chicanas cause mental r e t a r d a t i o n i n her c h i l d r e n . These 
stereotypes have had harmful e f f e c t s not only on the Chicana, but also on 
her f a m i l y , as evidenced by the gene r a l l y low socio-economic status of the 
Chicano popul a t i o n h i s t o r i c a l l y . 

Therefore i n a n a t i o n a l meeting of Chicana Researchers c a l l e d by 
me i n 1971 w h i l e working i n a Na t i o n a l Women's Task Force i n the Depart­
ment of Health, Education and Welfare, the Chicanas requested t h a t new 
research be done. They also recommended t h a t Chicanas be involved i n any 
f u t u r e research p r o j e c t done about them. 

Economic Status: According to the 1973 United States Census, there are 
an estimated 6.3 m i l l i o n Chicanos (Mexican o r i g i n ) i n the United States. 
Spanish i s the f i r s t language spoken i n the homes of over h a l f of the Chicano 
popula t i o n . 

We are a young p o p u l a t i o n , the women's median age i s 19.5 years of age 
whi l e the male median age i s 18.0 years. 

About 45 percent of a l l Chicano f a m i l i e s l i v e w i t h poverty l e v e l 
incomes. F o r t y - f i v e percent of the working Chicana p o p u l a t i o n earn $2,000 
annually compared to the Black women's income of 5,147 and the White women's 
income of 5,998. Only 5.2 percent of a l l Chicanas hold p r o f e s s i o n a l j o b s . 
Families headed by Chicanas number 12.6 percent. 

H i s t o r i c a l l y Chicanas and Chicanos have been a major source of cheap 
labor i n the United States. The a g r i c u l t u r a l f i e l d s , the canneries, the 
sewing f a c t o r i e s , and the automotive i n d u s t r y are but a few areas of our 
labor s . Many labor s t r i k e s have been lead by our people such as the w o r l d -
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known Farm Workers S t r i k e s lead by Cesar Chavez i n C a l i f o r n i a . 

We are s t r u g g l i n g w i t h a major Immigration problem i n the Southwest and 
Midwest United States. Thousands of our people i n c l u d i n g Chicanos and 
Chicanas are being deported i n t o Mexico and labeled i l l e g a l . These un­
documented workers are g r e a t l y blamed f o r the economic problems of the 
United States. Many of these undocumented workers are women who are work­
ing f o r slave wages i n the United States homes. While U.S. women seek 
equal r i g h t s they oppress other women w i t h such wages. Ms. Susan Racho 
i n a Channel 7 t e l e v i s i o n program about two years ago completed a study 
of the treatment of sexual violence committed by United States Immigration 
o f f i c e r s of Mexican women workers w i t h o u t documents. 

This paper would be incomplete i f we d i d not say a few words about the 
deplorable economic con d i t i o n s of Chicana household heads who are on Public 
Welfare. I n a s p e c i a l research p r o j e c t the epitome of the e x p l o i t a t i o n of 
women se x u a l l y , s o c i a l l y , economically, and p o l i t i c a l l y i s revealed. 
Because she doesn't have a man to support her, she i s placed on a meager 
or s t i n g y budget. She i s given j u s t enough f o r her and her fa m i l y to stay 
a l i v e . She i s trapped i n a welfare System t h a t c r i p p l e s her humanity and 
leaves her l i t t l e resources to f i n d a way out of Welfare. According to 
the United States laws she must l i v e alone w i t h her f a m i l y . Thus, the 
Chicana who i n many cases would l i v e w i t h her parents or near r e l a t i v e s 
who would help her take care of her c h i l d r e n f i n d s h e r s e l f alone. The 
m a j o r i t y of Day Care programs are f o r e i g n c u l t u r a l l y so many Chicanas have 
made many e f f o r t s to organize and operate our own B i l i n g u a l - B i c u l t u r a l Day 
Care programs but again we are not t r u s t e d by a d m i n i s t r a t o r s or o u t s i d e r s , 
even other women i n the United States have f a i l e d t o understand our argu­
ments and e f f o r t s . 

The world economic issue i s of grave importance t o t h i s Conference i f 
i t i s to have any s i g n i f i c a n c e i n the e l i m i n a t i o n of sexism and o p p r e s s i o n 
i n the world today. 

Education: Education i n the United States i s mono-lingual (English) 
and mono-cultural (Anglo). A c h i l d whose f i r s t language i s not English 
w i l l s u f f e r major setbacks i n t h i s system. Chicano c h i l d r e n u s u a l l y come 
to school speaking "Spanish" and i d e n t i f y i n g w i t h c u l t u r a l values of t h a t 
language, the teacher on the other hand does not know Spanish and does 
not understand or appreciate the c u l t u r a l values of the c h i l d so the i n ­
e v i t a b l e happens: the Chicano c h i l d f a i l s i n the system. 

To be American i s to i d e n t i f y w i t h the P i l g r i m f a t h e r s , the Chicano 
c h i l d i d e n t i f i e s w i t h southwest founding Mexicans and Spanish founders. 

Chicano and Chicana c h i l d r e n are placed i n mentally retarded classes, 
e t c . , etc. The educational achievement of Chicana and Chicano c h i l d r e n 
i s a crime. 

The median years of education f o r Chicanas i s 9 .0 years and f o r Chicanos 
i t i s 9 .1 years. Only 5 ,9 percent of a l l Chicanas have completed f o u r or 
more years of college. 



322 

Throughout the Southwest i t i s estimated t h a t about 45 percent of the 
Spanish-surnamed residents have less than f i v e years of education. About 
65 percent of Chicanos age 45 and over have less than seven years of 
education w i t h median of s i x years of schooling. I n Texas, the s i t u a t i o n 
i s e s p e c i a l l y c r i t i c a l where the average number of years of school completed 
f o r Anglos i s 10.8 years, f o r Blacks 8.1 years, but only 4.7 years f o r 
Spanish-surnamed persons. 

These alarming s t a t i s t i c s have led to attempts to f i l l the voids i n 
the educational process as i t a f f e c t s Chicanos. I t has become obvious to 
the Chicano communities t h a t the only way the educational system w i l l ever 
f i t the needs of Chicano c h i l d r e n i s f o r Chicanos to c o n t r o l or at l e a s t 
have s i g n i f i c a n t i n p u t and impact a t a l l decision-making l e v e l s of the 
educational system. Only a t these l e v e l s w i l l Chicanos be able to r e s t r u c ­
t u r e the educational process so t h a t i t w i l l meet the needs of a b i l i n g u a l 
and b i c u l t u r a l people. 

Delegates to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Year Conference: 

Amparo A g u i l a r , San Antonio, Texas 
Lupe Anguiano, San Antonio, Texas 
Betty Cuevas, Los Angeles, C a l i f o r n i a 
Laura Torres, San Fernando, C a l i f o r n i a 
Guadalupe S o l i s , Lansing, Michigan 
María Rodriguez, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Photograph of delegates to the International Women's Year Conference (photographer unknown) 
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