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It taJ,;es s01:1cthin~ from our lle'1.rts 

.Jhich can never come ae;ain " . 

Im,..1{; ine , i f ~rou c t,n , a c omrrmit - of five thousanci "'OUlcl fror'l whom 

the "drea;J rr llts Ce1, .rted , le aving only mumories on ,,.,}-.j_ch to f 0 eC.. thr ough 

lonely hours ancl claJS o.nei v1eeks ; a co:r..mm1i ty of five t!--:ou..;anc] oJ.cl eor le 

b ravGl~r f a cinc.; the comjnci; ~rc•rs 1:~itllout the coT'lforto of homo and Lome 

circle , de end.ent urion the mini s tra t ion s of c oripf!.rat ive stran:<ers . Such 

a comrrnrn i t;y exists in the .3t 1te , housed. j_n the 8 i xty 001.mt:r hos1,i t a ls 

and homes of CL l ifornia . 11 bancl on ho. e , a ll ~re ,'!l·.o enter h re" , may 

Ti e l l be written ov er thei r ~ortals . Jeldom , excert in ricture or t~c 

i maeincttion clo trwse v·ho ;inss thl'ough r e t urn to t he "'Orl a. t1.ey ~!e re 

fo r ced to leave . i1o :::; r e<1t t-.r t n:v;edy exists in modern civilization than 

the a~e<l v; orn out v.ro r}:cr 11t.o mus t looL fo:r-n.1,rcl for his decli:nin:S ~rE-.'=trs 

to a 11 roor house" . A surerinto:nrent of a Ponic- in i.he Jan Joag_11.in Vall ey 

said thut e i .::;hty- five rer cent of the inmd.. t es of that inst itution \"'ere 

a bsolut el;; friend less ; did not knov s. yrnrson on i he outs in e ·=ma h<we no 

one int eres t ed in t hci:r· beh t,.lf . \ hen one of t .c:.t , r ,e :-Prc u 1 t:::.t~c d ies 

tl 1t ::rn1 c:r intcnd.e nt h_,s 110 one he C'-m not if, . 

oso1,he rs 1·.'t.osc sense of humor h.1s c .•rT i ecl them t:.rou-:;r mr.n~ h ra shi1rn 

L'.nd still renders tL m a source of comfort to t'1ose a rournl t :.e. . "I 

don ' t Jmm: \:hn.t I ··ou l ci d.o v: itho .. n, T'oi.he::.1 J - 11 , .Jai a s111,P.rintencl.ent to 

a visito.c , 11 she }ceis t: c ,.r:,ole :~J. ,ce CJ.aee r ed up wit:r her stories and 
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her funny vmy of l ookine a t t h ings . The other clay t he a oct or "•as as . ing 

her how she mana.o:ed. to eat v:11en she h'1.d onl~r t'.ro teetr_ left and ad_vised 

her to h ,ve t:nem out and h·we a set of :ne1,r t aetL . She saicl , 1 No , I 

l ave t wo solid teeth left and , rraise God , they meet ~ r 11
• 

In a county ho3r>j_tal in the Sacramento v ,, ley , last Christms,s , there 

was a little Chr is tm8.S trees ,t up int ... e olc:! men ' s 1•rard . On it , among 

the g1 :· trimm ines o.nc1 little gifts vrhi ch had been provided for the inmates 

of the 1mrd , v:as a bi :, sour bone t i ecl to the boueh by a bo1 • of red. 

ribbon . A ;':it a te worker , Hho ha~renecl in , vas much interested in the 

unusual ornament and asked the mn·se \.'h 1.t it meant . ThAreby hun~ a 

r,uthet ic li ttl t.: tale but \' i th a har-:-y ena ine . A fe'.'' ··,eeJ.rs earlier an old. 

man h':.d. been brow:~ht into the hosi ital unconscious ; 1''" e n he recovered_ 

consciousness he be,c;an to Horry about "Pete" and asJred. re reat cd l y v:rat 

had . become .of him . No one 1"118"'' Fh t he meant . He 11rns a redcller who came 

and v:ent throueh the v a lley ana_ it was novm that he h, d. no 1omc an d no 

family . Fin,:,ll;r some on o. remembered. t _at the ol cl man al'"ays h:=td a 

dog with him . ·_erh.:,. s t he d.Of_>; \Vas "Pete 11 • The county rh;ysicLm , a 

kind.l~r soul , mac1e inL_Jl iries but no one knevr ,•hat ~ 0 ,d. become of the a_og . 

As th e doctor vras raGs ine the co1rthouse , he saw the janitor chas ine a 

b ed racgl ed l i ttl o dot::; avmy fr om the door . He st orpcd. and n.sked the cause . 

11 0h , he has been han~ in".: aroun d here for seve r al a_ays " , said. the janitor , 

"I dr i ve him away but he comes bac and sits by th e a_oor n,s if wa iting 

for some one , but nobod.2r c l aims him . 11 It haa_ been rai:nin,C; and the d.og 

looked wet ana_ miserable but h e c rept ur the steris a~a in and seat 8d. 

himself by the door . Then the doctor remembered. tha t it had b een from 

the back door of the court house that the old 11ea_c1ler hcd_ b een t a}rnn to 

tl.e hos Ji tal aft er a sudden se i zure in t h e clerk ' s office . Could this 

u nhappy l ittle dog be the "Pe t e " for •'hom his 1 a t i ent had been aski ne;? 

He cal l ed 11 Pe t e 11
• The do "' started. ur and na ~ed. his t ail expe c tantly 

but he ·: oul d not leave h i s :p os t . The doc t or drov e ba ck t o the hos i tal 
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c..nd rerorted . 11 That's Pete , all ri),t" , sai(l the olO :wan ha:'Iily , 

11better take my coc:..t , t~"en he ·1ill come 11 • So the ,<_>;ood. doctor tnok the 

coat, wrap~ ed. the shiverin.:; li i. t le do,<_>; in it and. brou;_"-';ht n im out to the 

hosrit~ ... l . '.I'he reunion of thP do'.: and the m"'n ,·as so toucM.n~ in its joy 

that the nurse said they all cried to,sether . Fe was permitted to remain 

at the hospital and his old me st er '."2.s fast re cover in<_>; hf'al th . The dog 

had become such a ret that they h d. rut · the sou:::i bone on the Christmc,s 

tree for him . rr r don ' t 1mow Hh~~t the other old. men 1;"ill a.o i;,•itllout 

him 11 , sai(l the nurse , nit ls very lonesome for them; not many reorle 

think to visit a count:r hosiiital , you know . 11 

Gn the verandah of a count:, hos1)ital in one of the southern counties , 

sits an old. vag_uero lookin,c- ont over the s1.m- baked. valley . He tells of 

the days v:hen he drove a 1erd of cattle throu:;h t e strao;r,;lin.r; little 

villaee which is now Santa Barbara aria. throuel! a dusty tOii'n fart:rser south 

ifr.ich was known as Los Aneeles . 11 I d.idn ' t think rnucl. of that ~~l:--,~e but 

it sure l '"s o;rovm l 11 That old vaquero and many other old Spanish rioneers 

found in Santa B~rbara and 3an Diego count;ir hospitals have a rl::ice in our 

earl history . 

\J'O old. ladies , one of whom must spend much of her time in bed , were 

occu icd in a knittin,o; 11roblem . One ,ras teachin::,; the othnr hor' to mnnaec 

three needles and they were h ~ing such an interestin~ time that the 

visitor :1::td to.speak before she was seen . "Hy fin~ers are so bacl t:hn.t 

I can't knit very we11 11 , said the teacher , "but she (indicatin~ the 

invaJid) can d.o it fine once she lea:rns how , her hancl.s are nll right . 11 

11 It 1 s hard. to lie here and do nothin0 " , saicl t:he ot'rier , "seems like 

the days arc so long . 11 \'hen asked if sh h.:.td any rel::t ives or friend.s 

to visit her , she said the~ used. to come every week but she hid been there 

so lons th~t they got tired comin~ and now she never had anvone come to ., 

see her . 

In one norner of a small buildine used as a ~or~ shop , ad j acent to 
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an ol d )e ople , s home in cent r al Ca l i fo.:.·nia , sits rm olcl Jwedish man . There 
you will find him cla:, in and a.aJr out makin0 reed furni tnre . He is a 
crij_11- le , fu.r awar from home ancl rienc1s . 1Ie i s a conscientious worker 
and. tries to make e a ch basket a little better tLan the List . Eis wor]:: 
is hio life and his i'orlr -shor his 1ror1d . 

In t he o_~osite corner of that shop ~ i ts a tiny little old l ~d: who 
ap~arently f eels the cold badly for she wears ever:thin:; s e assesses 
all tLe time . Jhe is wrar ... ed. in a s weRter , a sha•·r l , q co t and over a ll 
is a huc;e bath- robe . On her hoad she we A.rs a Jrni ttea. sha "l and. on top 
of tha t a c.iueer little hat . She l an511s anG chats freely vfr.cm anyone 
is near . ..:> hto looks almost rouml as she sits in h""r cha ir ma}cin.o- h ook 
ru1s . She 1 roucl ly shmrs one t11.--- t ••ras on di"'}la:r nt t e State 1'air . There 
are stri1•s of r a~s all a bout her and when askecl i f thE re i3 anythine 
she wants , she 3rows very serious and says she doesn ' t ~no¥ t~ t she ' ll 
do y:l1en l~er sup_ ly of ra ,s runs out . That i s her chief 1:orry anc'l it is 
a bi ·, one , for raes mean ha11 iness to her . 

1iany of the Count y Home s comrare very favorably with :·rive te homes 
for the .~ea. . In wh t rriv ·i,te horie coulc: an inm, te , rRcejvj_nr.; free 
care , '30 a;:ay for t ~1c s 1mm,.1r months ancl ri ~ve his room reserved 1mtil h is 
return? '.L'h is is clone i n :,omG of the rura l co1mty hos· i t als in the mountains 
of Ca lifo1~ni a , in that section }~no1·•n as the n:;.~other Lod.e" c 01mtry that 
'trns settled in early clays by miners who car'le t here clurj.ne tiw gold rush . 
'.1.' .e hieL t i d.e of th ,t inc'hJStry has :passed lone:; s ir ce but it l eft in its 
waJ~e rnt..ny old 1:1 iners , helpless and alone . These old ros 1 ectors are 
restless in tho s11rinp: urnl t he doors of the County ins t it,1t 1' on h , - ., v L ous 1nc 
them swing both vra:,s . A ·:rnatherbe a ten burro j_s a~riven 1111 , the ricl: and 
.i_H.m loaded on his _ a t i ent b1c1 ck , Hi th many 1d".vin.n:s o:'.' farewell to the old. 
men left behind. , the olcJ mount a ineer c;oes off to 11 e f1rn his keer11 till the 
autumn r ains d1·ive him bac}- to t}7 e s hc l ter of tl ... e "v: int er bourdins house 11 _ 

here are vqcant beds in some institut j_ons of the 
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r::iou.ntain counties . The :por lation of these C'1nntics is not increasine 

and the ol~ men ~re Dassins . 

Let us • the Club wo·rnen of Ga ifornia , turn our thon,o;hts to•·'ard the 

needy a,r,ed th i s Chr-i tm ts . ·.:e V' iJ.l be r; iven t e n me of some ncpa_y ~v~ed. 

srson in our comnuni t3r . Let us vrr it e tr.et ~ crson 3, Christ, rs letter or 

se1 d. o. Christm ,s card and then clnrin,O' Christm8-s 1"eek let us m Jre a pcrsonnl 

C':l.11 . 

This \'!ill not mean r;.n ex:pencliturc of money b1 1 t it v1ill give to some 

for~otte~ aged l6rson a rricele~s ~ift- - a friend . 


